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nnniD  niNwi  it?’Nn  ,n’iNt^nnN\n  nmin  ,n>iw  !7W  inn  .nit^iDt?  mii  tin 
D’lw  niNn  vnmpvn  o’Nnn  r\H  ni’n^Di  ni’Nii  mini  ,nnv’i  o’ln  ’in  t^v  ow 

.’ViN  ’iiin  'iNn  NiiiD!7 1’inN  nimiD 

'im^in  i’nPini  ; nw’o  ini  iv  o’onipn  ’inn  vinwn  ’iiww’nn  iNbnnNt  nnn 
in’D  - wiiNwi  ’iN“NnN  ,iiwiin  /’(buNu  ,iiin  nmn^n  iiv  pPm 

nniin  hw’dh  .’uniijn  ipt^nn  ip’vm  ’iin  iniin  ; D"p  175.5  ’niDn  iniiN  .o’lH’nn 
N’n  ini’n  nvii’n  nnnn  ’in  yiD  .iniini  np’o  nnnin  y2  onin  ’ii^n  irivn 
nii’pn  1N  ,’Npi\:)“in'ni!7iiD  ’iip  ’nnin  npt^n  iwN  ,’Npi\:)'WN’iN£)N  bw  niwiw 
inin  .Pin  ot7ivn  owiifiDn  y'>r\  iiii”i  o’nivn  t^ii’i  iiin  ,(Hegyalja)  in-nPii)n 
,NinN  ,D’nnwi  mint?  ;D’t?ni  n^n  iih’nd  ii^nw  ,(Bodrog)  iiiiinn  Nin  ’ip’vn 
’1W  nt?N1  (Tisza)  NW’Ot?  inwi  iniiv  llllinn  .(Tolcsva)  N1V1it?1\:>1  (Ronyva)  N1V111 

.(Bodrogkoz)  iiiiinn-nip  pni^j’nn  iiw’dh  nN  o’^nin  niinin 

nnn  ’"ov  .rn  Dt?ivn  nDnbn  oinn  Pn  nnt?  ’p’niD  D”0’t?iD  nPini  ”ii’w 
,nwinn  ni’int?  - i"Dp  4507  - nnnn  bw  inn  invin  ,'|1in’i\:)  t?w  oPwn 
nt?  iit?ni  D’niw’  450-n  wni  343,000-n  t?w  n’oPniNn  t?t?n)3  .(1920)  n’pnPtnn^ii 
n’liiin  niiin’i  nnn  iinii  (jaras)  nmm  iwvo’nwn  .o’niw’  373-n  wni  210,000-n 
t?n  D’vinwD  o’liiinnn  imnn  ’now  .iiv  niDt?w  p’N  inn  D”nw  iwn  ,int?n  wdh 
■N’t?Nii\:)NW  in  ni’H’n  I’vn  <ini  nn)nn  ni’n  .wni  136,000  ov  I'^np  1776  ’in 
-’iin:^n  npt?nn  Nin  iNt?nDNi  nnn  t?w  ’niiiNin  iDipD  .^(Satoraijaujhely)  ’nh’in 
mint?  n’oin  iiin’io  ont?n  inNt?  di  .oiii-'iinii  ipn  vinwm  n’linn  t?w  ’hitd 


II 


m>nvyD  nn^^mn  npinn  npbn  dn  vuipnn 

.nn^^ma  ir\V2  n>3iDiin  i>vn  N>n  nn^n 


IV  n>pnit?t?iD':i  viDin  'inn  iv;n  ,nD>ii  mut^nn  bvy  nK^iriD  ,1939-I938‘n 
i>t?N  iD»nv^nvy  ,'|Nt7D)3Nt  nnnb  d>  in>n  pm  n>i>Dinb  o^novy  nTnin  ,npn>Dt7 
^712)2  22P  2>v  nvnt?  npu2  >Nn>iN'N>t7N2'i\:)Nvy  .n>t7n^>D  nD>n2D  i2V2 
6 212V2'l  ,nT  '|V7>-\y7n  2!i>Dn  1^173)3  ,NVnp  nHDH  .n>p2lt^P12'^ 

a'>w  .'iiDN>2\3  02t7n  >2  bvvy  pinDb  Nin  itn  ,2-n  D!7ivn  ddh^^d  dvu  dv  ,D>Dvy 
2NV7D  nwN  nn)3n  vpit^DiNn  y2  vipn  riN  nmNt?  >*t2  n>n  Nt?  TimDO 
nit?>npn  22p2  o>  nnp  72  .n>p2it7Pi2'^  '>n‘^w  wvw  ,nbN  n>2>Din  >Dinn2 
7V2\3n  oinn  tin  n>7'in>n  nnt?>np2i  t7vniN2  niN2t7  'ip^oun  Nt?  iwn  ,nviin>n 


.lu^nn  omn  riN  ,piD2  ,it7>2>n  nnra  D»\3>b'i2n 

‘^^H  ,n^N  bw  n^n  n^ivy  ^‘l^y  Dpbn2  bOD  ,1920'2  ipm^w  ,'iNt72)3NT  niD^n  >7in> 

pt^n  niiriD  nvnp^vn  >p2'it7t7i2’:in  mb^np  ,1272^7  .n>2>3in  >n2m  nNWD 

.I'n  Dt7ivn  nnnbD  Din  iv  ,2iDNt?  t72)iD  ^p7n2  2i2>nt7 
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I 


o»nnin  onnNn  D>^inD  d»i^d  invi  dw  D»£ibN 

>7>  t7V  ON'ON  ipniD  nbNi  o^ubNpn  ,nnva  D>Dnpn  nDn>N  >nv  ind  uvy>  .nnnn 
D‘>N!iD)3n  ovDi  NDn  d!71VD  i'>>nvyn  '|Nt?ODN^  oni  o^mvy 

D>Dvn  nnnD  7!7nnn  .invn  inu  ^nvyp  Nt7N  on^vn  o»>'i^'iN>DnNn 
on  o^Nm  Dn>'7N  o^unm  D>n>Dinn  nwN  ,DnNiiNn  riDbDDb  o)  nnnn  7»nvi^n 
D>v:)2w  m^Dnon  nt^nn  D>*iN'iiNn  nnN  .o^iNa  o^nnpn  Dn>nuN  riN  ona 
"TV  D>‘in'ivy  D>niw»  niDw  .nibmn  D>n)^inn  ddh  D^iiNbo 

NiiiDn  Nin  nnDH  ovyw  >dd  ,D»iiNt?pn  on>uib:DiN  id\  dn  n^n  oi>n  d^v 

,\D'>v  nD7ND  w 'in:)  D»a>o'>D>nDn  Dn^a)3n  ,nn7Nn  n7>\:)  - p d> 

piD  - mriN  ND7>:i  >"£dv  .n  vv)o  n>n  777  nn>n  np>\:)  7n^n  7iPNa  .pN 

.nDvy7  nD7N  - Nin  own 

DN  n3V  ,Dn>NiiN^  >D2  D>^nD  D>wt7'iDn  nuNHw  >DD  ,n7binn  >vym  D>7>D'inn 
,7n'i>7  o>pin7  opn  nn^n  >Dinnw  pi>DD  .>n7Tn‘>3n^n  vupn  D>uND7Npn 
nPNrDvyn  in7n  D7pnn  pn  7nNt7'i  pUNt?  nmn  7P  tin  7£37N  N>n^nn 
D>  P>n  7D1V  HT  Dvya  7Dd  .(896)  'iNbDDNt  7P  n^nn  D>pni  )n7n  nn^n 
(Zai^n)  >7Pnn  7>u^n  ov  nwd  'IND  .>pnibDn'^n  nora  iD>D>n 

7vyN  n>n  7D7N  7nN  .o^n^Dinn  >7P  ninvn  7273 

.'lNbD)DN^  D»nn7n  vpt^nn  7VO  ni>in>bra  v>oiin 

nn'iv:)0'>n  d'in^^dwd  n7>N  7ni>  onwm  D'>7>^inn  >7>3  n7t7iDn  vyn>3  nn^u 
70'ipn"  Nin  nt7N  niV7'iND3  d^d^dh  n7n>n  >\yvn  nniN  bv  >7>n>'\:)V)33n  7^^^ 
.V7>3  nnN'innn  m>Vl^7Dn  7nN  D>DW  rUND  >nvy  ,{Anonymus)  ''>^'IDbNn 

l"n  r\HD2  □>NDnn  n>3  nw33D  n3i:N7n  >7>  nn'innn  nn>Din  !7\y  n37V)3 
H"?  , (Dacia)  >n7\nn  wnt?  ,^(7N^  >pt?n  7n>  .(Pannonia)  n>^i3ND  - nn^n  N>ni  p^'rinb 
o»Nonn  m^vPn  ov  >3  ,D’>n>3'iD  □»:iP'ino7n  D>7>7vy  .Nnn  >7'>3  ot?iv>3 
n'iD'iwN7n  ruNDDD  n7'i3p  nn^D  pn  d'^h  D>7>7\y  .o>7'in>  d>  iv>>n 

pD  7nN^vy  □>:)\yn  niNm  novyonn  n>7'in>n  ni^nnn  >3  ,D'>n>:D  onpm  .n7>DPt7 
,9-n  HNDn  <^^V2  D>>7>D'inn  >vy3'i3  'in3W3  ,73>3b  .n>7>^in  >pt7n  7n'>  t7N  7N 

.D>7'in>3  uy  n>'iiNtJpn  n>t»p3'iNn  37p3  >N7ra  on 

t7N  n7PN  ,773U3  V17>n  >7'in>n  D3nn  ,VM2Y)  pN  >N7Un  3n3  lO-n  HNDH  ViiDN3 
mv^r2H2  n73vin  N>n  >7n  ,nn7'ivnt?  nnl^vy:)  pN  n n7PM\y  nmnn  .o>7n3n  7t7D 
mpiNp  po^D  nv7nwn  on3^DD  ; >37in  dv  n>n  (kazar)  D>7n3n  .nn^Dinn  D>7'in> 
7n^n  7v  nmovyonn  7invyn  D>n  n'lm  >DU3n  D>n  7>bw  ni37vn  t?3  >n  bv 
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v^r2H2  mr\i  nDinm  ,nidn  ,nn>n  ."iD>n 

,n'in>  *>D£)n  mnpvn  pbn  8‘n 

t?v'i  nni  niD>3vnn  iidp  >7')n>  anpa  n-iniv  n>i'in>  nDt?n)3  bvy  n)3vp  .>n!7PiDi 
opiifDnn  nn>na  .n  hpto  nniN  nvypnnn  b'on  niPNn  ni^ivy  nt  vpi 

n>nn£)D  m:^un  nn^n  bvy  nn»>nnn  nwnD  nwDvyD  pnnDn  p'lt^n  n7'in>  n 

.nnn>n  >ip>v  vpni 

nDt^n)Dn  piD  uvy>  on  ^nniDNini  D>n>Dinn  n\y>bD 

unvi^  niDnnvyn  .Dn>bN  ,o>iNnDn  ,D:)inn  inN  onw  nvi^N  ,o>‘inDn 

nipn  n>f^“i>inioo>n  vpn  dv3  'innvnni  nibmn  \yu02 

nn^^m  iv^pu  on^nDn  unw  inu  .DPin^i  nn)Din  >7in> 

Dvn  omnpi  oniDip  NriDnuN  N>iinnb  o^t^buriDn 

Dn317  >7>  bv  7p>vai  ,D>37  D>7pin  >7>  bV  nnn7^  ViHX  Nt77>>vy  .>7>3inn 

.piD^^iDN  22^vn  >727  inn  2ipvt?'i  >iN7n  'i)3  ,d>dw>\:)DN 

i>n  nnnn  >pbn  in^  on^nD  D>N>2^n  12^  '|Nt?2)2NrDn7n  nmoNn  27>d2  ,V727b 
D^\2^  12V  nnN  'iwd>v^  D>7WDn'i  D»77nn  D>7nNn  •,d'>2W12  >nt?2 

n^'ipn  irw  nnniND  nmvriD  .nviwoN  vn2‘ni2pnn  >dd)2  D077n  munD 
7nP3  o'>:wHin  nmnNn  ,77nnD  7D7N  n>iD  D»7:i^inn  D>2t7>2n 

NiN  noD  unv  ,o>D>tJ  .>7^12  ,H2K  hod  >n  i>n  'iNt72DNn 

V2^v  7\i^N  ^nmnn  mnDv^nt?  pxn  niii7)22  ‘7:ii2nni  ^vnon  n\:)nn  .(Aba  Samuel) 

*.nt?i2  ^^7^7  >32  bv  lowonn 
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II 

1711-1001  nntt 

7D'i!7n'>nt73  >Dnvy  pnN  t7V  D>7:i:'inn  nt?>nn  nnvy  Dni2\y»nn  ti>wn7  dv 
nni^Dn  n^api  riD'it^nn  nopn  dv  lO'n  nNnn  ^^V2  pi  r\H2  n>r)D!7DDn  n'iwn>nnni 
VJ2M  ,N>7iiDn  bvy  ,7D7N  n>7D  nn>n  miwN7n  nDit^Dn  .n'>a7V)3n 

n>7:i'i}n  n>7>Dinn  nDi^nn  ov  .1301  iv-  n>7:iDinn  lOiN  n>n  .n7t?i)on 
ntJNt?  D>Dn  7PN  D>P7n  nnnn  >Pioi  nnnnn  nip  d> 

riDivn  >"0v  piNnn  !7nD>Dn  ,n>^iiN>on  non>N  D»i>in  >)D>n  D>t7nip)3n 
.7n>  DV  HDit^Dn  'I'lPbwt?  d^oidd  vn  nt?>nm  i^h  ,D»not7Dn  D>7^n)on 

NipD  - D>n>^  - 1V)H  1^2)2  riN  122  D>7>D^D*pnvn  D^DHpn  D>)31P>7n 

Dn>niD7N  pbnPD  V'>V22  D>7^nnn  nonvn  nniionn' pxn  ov  nnnn 
D>o>pn  t?p  n'lPl^npn  nupvn  pm  pn  ^nmnN  >t7V7  nnv 

7iiaD2'l  (Patak)  PNPND  D^Pn  0>D17pn  D>ninD7  D>P)'I0  ,)2-m2  .D»)31p)0 

n>07)iN>n  npi!7nn  npv  .'iNt^onNt  oipna  moiDn  Nn  n\  dp  .nnD!?  dp  'in'iDD  nbp 
nnD  d:!  Nipj  7pn  ,pnnn  'iNbonNT  - >iD>Dn  D>Dvob  >i^d  Di77t?i  po^b  nn^n  bP 
,npvnt7  .nnDn  bp  invn  >Dn7n  ipt?nn  nip»n  t^p  idp  t?v  ,(Szerencs)  '^(^N7NP 
1Y2W  n^'iDn  .l3"n  nNDn  ,ir\v  DnroNDn  nnna  vn>  r\w  '>22  ,nnDn  7^13 

77unn  .(v^rmegye)  7iinD"nnD  ,imH'2  nnnpn  nonvDn  12\  t\h  ovn  7V 
nmnNH  7>3d  nD'in^n'i  n>Diran  bp  nniD>7Nnnt^  >ip>n  n>n  P7nn 

'impn  NbDD  n>t7  ,(f6ispan)  >PN7n  n>^Dn  7dv  nn^n  PN7n  .D>PN3>NDn  ,nibn:in 
n7Dv  n>>pn  d)  .hd^ddh  t\2vh2  n>  nD\  tm^n  .(alispan)  a>::irnnn 

p^p  Ninp  ,(szoigabir6)  ‘]tJDn‘(>t?>^N)-navP£)ip  nnpD  rov^DNn  xmDn  t?nPDi 
7773  .n>nnDn  n>D'i^iP'iN3  7n3D  7>pD  Nin  n>n  ;t?nPDi  pio>p  >7>pon  1>7>3  .no3n 
'iD>p'in  D>^pn  r^^HY2  pp!7pn  bp  bnPDn  nnn  11 

nD"n7>D3  nrino  .ibnn  bp  >nD>7n  ppbpn  n'lp^nrin  dvi  d>d»ipd  d^id^p 
7'ivp  b7>i  HD^n  p:i{pi  3>^^n  bp  DroNDr^iV  7'iv'>p  7N  7n>  nnDn  bp  n>DiDiP'iNn 

.mobna  DD'ibn 

73vnD  D>3>N7D  HD  ni^nDit  i:)3>b3  D>bVDn  'iNbODN^  bp  nip^  ruD'ipn  hdd 

.pPN7n  HD'lbDH  nn  >D>3  73D  'IDP7DDm  IDp  ,317pn 

7>v  N>n  n7p>VD  .7nv3  nDP7ionn  (Sarospatak)  pNPNO'pnNP  nn>n  pop  Nbb 
DV  7npb  nmpn  7n^)D  n^nni  ibnn  3pid  Dipn  7N  nioiDn  nNb>D  7PN  ,n>niDbD 

.nn>^inn  7nvn  D>Di7pn  p nbp  7^nDn  .pbio 

.(Satoraljaujhely)  >Nn>'IN"N>bN7'IPNP  N>n  ,D»}>3n  >D>n  nV7'l^  7PN  ,n>3Pn  7’>vn 
n'iV7n  nDip>D  7>vn  bP  nrPD7p  bv  .3pi>d  D'lpD  733  H^^\  n7binn  P13>3  >d>3 
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(V^rhegy)  im  IDHT)  ,0'>1^2r2  DVi^  VD  >3  ,D>^vion  .D'lp'lt^n 

bniNTivn^  - 3i\y»n  iDnn  l2-n  nNm  .(Satorhegy)  t7niNn  in  !7V  * 

1241  .H2H  nUD  >13)3  VH  3>Vn  bVi)  D>l1VyN3n  n>inN  ,t?>vt?  imHD  .(S^torhalma) 
D>^iiiiDn  mH2^  .!7t?33  n>3>i'in  >)3>  >3313 1)33  DipDH  nn!7in3  niD)3  nivD  ravyni 
bin  .i33ni  D>3mi  D>3nNi  vyN3  i!7Vin  D>3V  ,t)3n  n>)3vyni  luin  ,>(3n!7  nin  (tat^r) 
ninnon  n>oit?3iNn  .(Satoraija)  bniNn  in  nit?i3)3b  3iw»n  bvy  ipt>n3  oi  !73i 
riN  .D3>V  D1PD3  y)N)3  D>t7li1)3  0>11N  N!7N  1Nli)3  Nb  ,D»n3  nmiV)  n!7N1  D>3n3 
I13713n  >)33  ni313n  ,Dlipn  1)3ip)33  Dt?1N  ,Vy‘TnD  113  on  D3ivy» 

33V)3)3  ,11>)3>  7V1  WD  7>vn  mDW  Dvy  .7ni>  ni3>  lIlNt)  n3V  Nt?N  ,N1Vinni 
win  Dip)3  ,(Satoraljaujhely)  >Nn>1N-N>t?N71DNW  7>Dn  t7W  n)3W  73nOD 

.ni3t))3n  >7>)3  ni7ni>)3  ni>i3n  n7n)33  nn3T  7>vn  .t^niN  (in)  nit>ii)3b 

'>N1>P  :On  D>3in3  nil113T  D»11i)3  Dn>t?V  IWN  ,0»l>3n  >)3>)3  D>3U11  0>31W» 
>Nn>)3-'lNl  ,(Liszkd)  Npp>t?  ,(Homonna)  NlDin  ,{Kiralyhelmec)  >(NDt7Nn 
,(Tokaj)  >Np1V3  ,{Tarcal)  tiNlilNW  , (Taliya)  N»NW  ,(Galszecs)  ,(Nagymih^ly) 

nbN  D>)3>3  133  IDUlOnn  nbND  D>7nN  .111  (Kovesd)  7WN31P  ,(Ceke)  Np>li 

•V^n  iiii»i  pm  t?i7>i 

ii)>m  IN  o>inN  D>DV  oi  nb>nn3tJ)3  'in3  hi  ,nn)3n  dn  iw33w  D>iiiinn)3  73b 
o>iiP3Nw  .nbDwn  niiiiN)3  d>iPnii  i3w»nn  pndn3-wiinw3  . 1)311  niiii)33  nin 
inbli  Nt?  nt?N  OblN  ,1>inN1  73IN  ni3t7D  n>3  >)3>3  133  lNt)3)3Nl!?  1N3  (D>1)311) 

n>pp3iN3  i!7t?i3nn  opt^n  .d>iwii  D>innn  Dn>niii>t7i  <in  t7V  ,nn)33  inNnt? 
on  .D>pbD>N  iNt73)3Nn  i3wi>  D>biiiiDn  nip^Tipn  inN  .iwoi  opbni  n>DipDn 
NpO>b'PNblN  1113  ,11>)3>  71)  D13X  TIN  □>1D1W  13W)3  0>1331  D>131  t717>>3  ipOV 
0»11iD  ,D>inil  - IHN  DW3  IN  ,D>D11  .(Bodrogolaszi)  >DNt71N‘111713  ,(Olaazliszka) 
>3ni  !733  D>133  Dlb  113  111171  TWD31  TlNlt?  13>U1  it^N  .14-1  1N)31  TN)3  1N3 
llNlli  1331  OW  IN  D>1>13D1  W>1  14'1  1N)33  p D>  ,1^*1^^  ,11)>311  D>lV1>i  .nn)31 

.13  D>11WN11  D>3W»ri)31  >lV1>il  ONlilD  t?!)  1)31013  (Cigand) 

IWN  ,D>711>1)3  73t)  .1>1>111  t)W  131V)331  l3lV)3-l1f^^^  1Nli)31  11>711>  lP>ip 
.1133101  1H1N1)3  0311  111  11)>m  ,0>111111  W13>3  >13^)3  71V  1V1W)3  N(1N3  0)31>p 
,D1>100N  ,N713  - 1>1  111>3  1131011  ll'7>ipi  .ip>V3  D>1V3  13W»11  D>711>1 
iniT)3  1V17>  11>1  IIN  lt)>ip  Nb  <1N  ,11DNtl  lNiriNlN3‘WNpNO  ,1113013 
1V7  111)3b  .731N  1>3  110t)W  >D>3  D>711>  11  Nt^  lNt)3DNnW  ,>N7lP  31ip  .N31171)3 
■W11NW3  >3  ,111ip)3  1130N  Nb!7  11N>:^>1N11  11>1100>11  piO  ,1NT  lt)3ipD 

^llWl  2-1  ON>171N  Tt)Dl  ,013  ’.D>blll1Dl  lW>t)3  >13^7 133  D>711>  INliDl  pNON3 
111  l>lN>li>111  1>1N3  1311N  1P31  llNtl  13Vt)  V>m  1217  1103  ; S'l  3t)lil  VO)33 
'llV  11)3  >73  ,>(1N1  '1131i^  lin>l  PN->N3  ip3101  1N3>i1  >111111  Tt))31  .lt?D13 
V>13lb  lt713>  >t>3)3  i!73D3  D»101  r\\  lDnt»3  VO)3  .0>lli)3t)  171>  p)3  llNt^l  'll!!!?! 
0>^ni  11>3>3N1 111:^0  111)3^^1 11311  >7>  Nli>  T33  >3  ,1>1 1130  ON>171N  .D>lliD  IN 
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: 'iNbDnNT  vn  ,vi‘T'>  .n>i>^in!7  ixm  vnupv  t7V 

nO)3  .Nt7V>  mvyi  >pb\y'>N  NiilDD  {Ratold,  Ratot)  UION*!  IN  it^lONl  nODQ  IHNn 

- >Dvyn'i ; vo)3  nnNt?^  noiprin  >n>iN'N>'7N‘ii\yN\y  b\y  n^nN  n>n  dion*! 

>D  n3n  .D»Dn>i>n  □’O'idd  iDmvynt?  d>i)31V  vn  vy>N  t?aN  ,(Sebes)  vyNiNvy  H‘^p^ 
.D>‘nn>  mviiKDNn  Nt^vy  D*»pnn  t^Nnvy^  ^(‘lNt?  'iNt^onN^  Vn  >ipDi  ^ion  "i\yp  ,p 

nm  Dvyn  dn  n>DTn  n3ivyNit?  .n>n  ^(*1N  n>n  o»pan  >n>n  nn>Din  bvy  n)3\y 
riN  "Pinf:)"  nf^un  >"vy‘i  □>  u vyDnvyn  ^.losO'i  V'^  pTOn  >nnvy  n p uiD>:Pp 
tND  ‘i:invyD  ht  ovy  .^‘iinDonD  n>ND  n)  n'nn^n  p iddi  ; ’n>n  '^ind  pn^> 

>‘nn>  t?vy  “ivypn  d>  ,nt?D\ynn  noipn  bvy  onoion  >nnDa  nmin  rmot7n 

\'lNbf:))3NT 

; D>Divy  nD'it?)3  >nn  n>n>D'in  not^vyD  nnnNi  l30l'a  nppD  ifi^iN  nu  nt^vyivy 
“iu>p  pDinp't  nnN'i  >(nNn)3  nDivyNit^  D^im^n  ivy'll:!^  i>n>n  n\yN  vx^n  n>n  nt7>nn 
t?NpP  ,t?vniN  mm  (1419)  \yp\y  t’vy  i>n>n  .n>Nnn"n>:m>n  riDt^nDD 

c 

n>DiD  HT  VNvy  <iN  .innDvyn  ovy^  hni^d  nDUDm  (Zydo)  >7in>  - nioan  (Lucasius) 

InvyoN  nvyp  nmt?  Nin  ,i>vn  mn>  !7V  piv 

o>t7vyn  t?vy  iDiot?vy  noipnly  Niipn  riN  mvn  l5“n  hndh  inN  “ynun 
m>y3  nt7n  .omiDDn  UN>nD  ‘pr^n  Nin  >in  pmN  n>n  irn  n^nDt?  n)^in  n^id^ 
>nn  n>n  n>pDn  ip^vvy  ,n>n>^in  >‘nn>  bvy  ono  T^pont?  mn>  vy>N 

Ninn  mi>nn  Nin  .7!7>n'i  1482-d  npv'^  n!7>d  ntn  inD^n  7>pf^nn  dn  .iniv 
.n!7iD  N(7Nn  >nn7n  D>“nn‘>n  nit7>npn  D>7nfD  vn  vddnd  nvn  pbnn  i^hn  nnnpn 
vym''  !7N7vy>  >‘nn>n  .pNUNO  (vynNvy)n  I489'n  ,bN7vy>  mvy  nvyN  ,i>:dndd  inN 
pno!?  n»n  iNvy^vy  ,(Kassa)  NvyNp  7>vn  mm  ^vy  iDin  riN  onnnt?  n>'y^n  ''pNONO 
IS'H  HNDi  n>7in>  nb>np  Di>pb  nnDin  iiin  a\ym  dPd  71'inn^  n^  .D>7in>n 
pnon  ^puv  ivyN  pnt^n  p'lP  tJN7vy>  ^im^n  n>n  m ,pNvyND'\ynNvya 
mo  .NvyNp  7>vn  d:i  onNb  amn  riN  nnyoipo  nnnpn  ini>n  'iNt^DONt  nnot? 
nD\  Nin  pnN  mpno  inb  .UD\yon  npim  riN  t?N7vy>  p>pvn  n^\y  13  ivyo  ,it?>Ni 
ON  <^N  ,Dipo  bDD  .nu'in  n»2n  pn^vo  ravyon  r]vwi  '?h  vruoD  bD3 
nt7>np  DPpt?  nnv  onn  npmnni  "pnund  vy>N'’  t7N7\y>  !7vy  vvyvon 

Di  nnD^n  mvyvb  □>7'in>n  riN  n»n  D>pDbDn  on>PDv  ,15ti  nNoa  'iNt^DONT  nnoa 

\D»n7Ton  n>7iiin  >7im  ov 

\y7n  n^o  n^>  i526-n  '>(Nn'io  n7\yn  nNiii  nuum  n>70inb  D>D7inn  mnn 
uPvy : n>70in  iriDt?  ovo  D>ovy  ,>(7Nn  ^^vy  7do  pbna  >D7inn  vyia>DnD  7nb . vvy'i^nt? 
vyim>  - noNiit^^umno  !7vy  puim  7o>77D  7t7>pn  - mnunNn  n>no  n>7Uom 
'INDO  iriDt?  Dov'ion  ovy  nt^^nriDbo  n>n  'iNt?£)ONt  nno  .>N»iDNt7 

HDt^oon  070  ,N7U  DV  070  p iv)t7nvynvy  - o>D7inni 

no»p  n7niv  n>70'in  !7vy  nvyt>ivyon  nnppn  nnvyvD  ,D>D7'inn  >7>t7  ,n>70inn 
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,‘^ov  mNt?  n>nvy  'I'lPDDi  mnmND  n>n  >niD!7)on  nown  nnnn  .mvy  150-d^' 
,invn3  vy>N  nmnNn  ,o>Don  'I'lnoa  ivnvnn  .nun  nvnvnuo  t?no  N'ln 
>TO  D>::inu  D>D"nnn  lun  ,n>DNnt7>t7:Nn\:)  *j>pu  nn  nnnn  nwnn  it?D2  inin 

.D»)DUin  nnnNn  >vnN  miNn  u D>mN3  nnnn  ovo 

l>t?Dn  >nu  nnp  id  .n>DN.n‘7>P3Nn\:)  >7>tJ  o:i  nnnn  inv  nuunn  it?nDD 

nwN  ,pN\:)ND-vyuNvyn  dodudh  idvd  nu  nN  innm  hd^o  nbn  .I'n  >!iipNn  ^yivy 
DDO  nu  vvD  nt?>nn  ,1531-d  non  ht  nu^in  n>D  .D>)3>n  oniND  did  ounonn 
TU1  7uinn  nni\yn  nN  VDp  pp^n  .nu>  ddd  nut?  Nin  n>n  nnnnn  ot^iN 

Dvy^nnt?  D>iin>t?  iv^nn  nbNi  D>v:)>t?vi?  nn  n>^Nnt?>DDNn\:)  u>u: 

n>u  ,7“lDpn  in  ombNn  NDUH  (Gyulafeherv^r)  Alba  Julia  t?N  V>>n  ID  .D^IND 
on  Diipn  niiD>t?  t?v  ipvyi  ppin  nopnn  .Salamanca  t?vy  nu>uiD>nNn 

nbn  nN  i>in  Nt?  n>t?n  nDt?Nt?  inud  ,Dnpn  p .n>b\:)>Ni  nDi:^  t?vy  n'iNu>uiD>nND 
onvDvynn'i  D^uPDUDn  ov  d>idi'i  v'rt?  hi  hmi  .i>vn  t?vy  opiunn  Dn:it?ipn 
n>nt?iN>n  numt?  in  nN  nnn  uipNi  i*>PDn  .>0^00011^  ixDnvyn 

Dv  vyinn  impDt?  hodudh  ipv  1636-d  .pnund'wunwd  on^bipa  nuiPit?ui 
v^Dnn  lUDi  nipm  niNt?  ,d>  nDi ; >:i'ipNi  'luwn  t?v  nniwm  vit?>  nvyit?vy  ,invyN 
l>t?Dn  by?  'inbDv^n  bv  ^>^u^  >n>bD  pNOND'vyuNWb  n^DNnb^PDNioD  idvdh 
nnnn  nnniND  mb  m oipnn  opiny?  puin  n>D  i>vn  on^bipn  nin>Db  nni)Nii 
n>nnn  p^nobn  iy?ND  ,i7'n  nN)Dn  nub  DNnnn  ,"nniin>  nnniN"  nnnn 

^nvPNbp  nuy?D  inn  >b>Dy?n  >nvD  uy>m  nnavni 

^H  v^:in  NbN  ,n>i>nn  by?  innn  nion  iu»  nniN  pi  hpn  ^h'pchohx  nnn 
on>i  ,DW\D2  oniDD  VNVi?  ,'iby?  >Npi\:)  nn»b  nnm  ,pi^Di  obu  oy?  oipiDb 
bn>>  by?  >nD^n  bu>n  ipD  piy?  (Hegyaija)  "inn  mbun"  .dhd  iy?N  nvp^uvni 
Duu  nunnnb  D>bu>  n>i>nn  by?  inn  o»Duin  D>inNn  yn  ,nNt  <)h  bvi 
nb>nnD  idd  o>uu  uun  "inn  mbu)!"  by?  inn  o»DUin  nnniDn  .Dn>nn» 
,13-n  nN)Dn  v^)dnd  D>bnn)Dn  mpbnpn  ihn  obiN  ,Dn)nnn  >i>d  >(iNn  y?uu 
<^in>y?b  o>pn»n  >NpiD  by?  nm^  nN  .D>pb\:)>Nn  o>i>nDn  Dbn>u  i?DoiDnn 
T\H  iny?  ^'iND  iwny?  idd  nuiN  noD  iy>N  iv  ;i>nN  ym^  vpip  by?  i>iDn  nbuDn 
Aussbr-)  )VHD  MH  nn»n  ibD  ."inn  nib)i?D"  by?  nnu>Dvn  dhd  nnnDnm  onvo 
IHN  ,>D1>1D  l>DiD  0>lDiU  IPNH  >DDD?  nN  .nUUD  Ony?  by?  O>bn>D0  IDinDH  (-uch 
iu>b  V'>V2  N>ny?  ,nD>)DP  *vdi  n>Dinn  nbipnn  nD>iin  iiiNbi  nibuy?Nn)D  ,inN 
by?  iny?Nb  >DiipNi  oiv>  by?  iD^nn  i)du  y2r\  ')iy?Nin  dunh  -nt  inn)D 
^.bvniND  (onn  ^H  vn>n)  Oremus  did  by?  l>DiDnD  (Lorantffy  Zsuzsanna)  pODH 

NbD  yn  .'nnn  mbuD"  nn»  by?  nnip>vn  nnDDiD^n  nn  nnniDi  n>uu  ,y'2^2 
DinDni  inND  D>iin>n  nib>vDb  iy?pD  innn  D>nnpn  dudddh  inNy?  ,nun  ,idid 
inbD  onbun  Nby?''  DinDn  .(Mad)  in)di  lunb  v>n  (1609)  n>iinnn  noy?! 
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'inNH  o>!7U>  o^^ipn  D>iin'>n  Nt^N  ,v'>  nnn  n'i!7)nD’t7  D>Nn 

OKDiiV2  on  ; nvin  50  *>*td  D>‘nn>t>  >vyN*in  - >>n!7N 

‘^^VH  iriDDH  riN  ,ivD  ,nnnN  '\..nmnn  mf2^ 

^D»1>  n>a  7>pont? 


.nD  ,3D  ,mDv;  n^n* 

n>7>^inn  novyn  nriD^  Idodh  •V'^  '^pw  t?v  1633  tidv^d  'imwn  □'id>p  niNib  v^^vn 
oiV’D  TiNDDvy  ,n>Dn!7  'in^D  .odd  - >7in>n  nNi  (Yakob  sydo)  npv>  >7'in>n  riN  7>DTm 
,V‘^n  nvnn  .nmnn  >m  pNira  D>vyiNni  >iin>n  - mriDb  n>n  >7  ,D>7'in>n 
■N7Nani  (Szoios)  wnt^non  ,(Kiraiyheimec)  '^N)3bNn''»N7>pn  i7DnD  ,nn7  n!7  mnDn 
Dmn>n  bw  nnun  a>n^  7nN  ,nion  ,nipvt?  D>t7>iuD  .(Beregszasz)  pno^i 
INbo^Nn  Drmvy»nn  ono  '|'iwn7  'id^pd  Dn7b  nitnt?  nnvQHD  ,n>7>Dinn 

nnv  npTn)3  7nv  iniNn  nip  d^pi^pd  t^p  nnitDn  onnN  nninmi 

D>  11N71  711  D>D717  ,oDiivn  D>7iiin  D>7in>np  ,'iVPi  nni  riNTH  n7nivn  riN  noon 
D>DiinDi  D>7nip  ni>nt?  ibD>  nt?N  D>7in>  “.oniDn  ihn  oipna  nii»n  m’DPt? 
Di  nn»p  TINT  TiDivt?  .n>7iiin  bp  D»i7V)on  nnnNn  nib>npn  >n>'7P  in 
niiDP3  inD  n>n  nx  inuxi  t?2N  ,n>7iiin  !7P  >D7inn  inNHD  ini  on  ; nopii  nnpoN 
i>t7V  7nivni  >nt?PiD  ynnio'?  7dpd  nppD  HDnt?  pt?niD  7ip>n  bn  >d  ,niPV)o  Nt? 
n>iinm  v>int?  iini  pt^ion  D>7in>np  ,>N7iib  nnp  oipD  t^DD  ’2.'|vy^<*^2  n»nn> 
on  >D  ,77nnD  pip7>p  n nniomp  nt^NPnD  pp  ,i7'n  hndh  bp  niiPN7n 
np>3  D>7nipn  .v^n  nnpD  rnDt^nt?  ivii  ni>vnn  .">iiipN7  7Pn''  dv  vikii  in3 
nnopnt?  nnnN  dp  nn>n  pNi  'PN7NP  non  pipn  (Zombor)  'nmnNt  niiOD'a 
nN  in>in  7Pn  ,D>iiPN7n  ii>ni3N  nN  d'^h  o>7niP3  niN7b  t?Dii  ndp  '\>iiipN7 
nono  N>npD  ,i7"n  hndh  nt^^nnn  niD  'iNboD^n  nmn>n  ni3P»nnb  ni7ip>n 

.ipii>pi  n>n  7n»  ,pin  bi7>n 

.>7in>n  iip»n  nN  'ind  n>npnt?  n>n  >1PV  7pn  ,7nN  p p7  Nin  7PD 
nnopD  niopii  nnnv  .p>nDb  nmnpt?  73Vd  dipd  poo  7nN  nnnn  n>n  pidnd 
P7in>  D>nt7nni  nmo  D>N3»Dn  omn^  dv  iNt?0DN\  >npin  nnppnn  bv 

t?vo  DDP3P  ,D>nDtDn  ; iD7nin  nD-DiPD  7PN  oniiin  bmn  ,>N7P>  - opo 
n^int?  D>tJi!7V  D>ibion  >d  ,nn>n  onivo  7p>vi  nmnon  nnnp^i  imo  ,bN7P> 
n!7N  ,D>DiinDn  p7  Nt?  iiHi  nmno  ni3>d  ‘l>poinn  inon  vio»  on  ,nio>7nn 
V'>1D1  Nin>n  i7vn  d>pi^p  >p!7n  mvnp  ,odd  ot^ip  .nmpn  nmpnn 

,1773  piD>pn  713V  on>nDt?  o*>03n  oi  131  o>7vi  ninnN  >bV3  ,073  pbon  7iiiNt? 

D>DVOD  HDD  niin>t?  It73>  D>7nN  D1  t?3N  P>Nt7  pH  DibPnD  7100  .731  7P13 

^pt^n  nN  n31in  ,(harmincados)  tricesimator  N7pl  >ni3!7Dn  ODIDH  .DH1P 
o>73nDn  DHiPN7n  D»7in>n  onoinn  733  ivmn  I7*n  hndh  viiDN3  .o^pibpn 
l>7n  nppD  VD  ,7Dni  P"»  on3  173di  niNp7no  ,nDp  niino  i73n  nl^N  .□>3Dod3 
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riDDHt?  D>7m  vn  ,nN‘i:D  .(meh-s6r)  .nivyDi  vynin  >'iwv 

muDnvi^n  n^n  bv  n>>vynb  1^*113  ndddih  inNa  mwin 

\:?“iDn  bvy  Nin  nn>Dnn  Dit^vyri  >‘in  * ^D>*nn>^  nit?>vo  D>t7>n  oit^vyn):) 
riN  ‘i>un!7  nnv^DNDn  muvnn  nvnvn  n!7N  .1212  nv^:\D  nt?  “^orinn 
NbT  >PDD  nionn  D>  lononn  dn'i  'iNbDDNn  D>*nn>  onvoin  n>wNn 

.17-n  DNXDn  v::iDN3  mnw^nnn  >DivyN‘in  vv'i^n  dn  on  ivn  >in  ,>7»d 

niD>t7Dt)  pn>^i  nupiNH  n>an  nn^n  nm  noipna 

riNipt?  .nn:iDin  bv  nnv\y  nvw*iif)n  !7D)3  iNbODN'T  Nb  D'>N3n  □>iivyv3  .n>^ 
niNa^  >ofDD  >(“1^71  nnn)o  D>D‘i'inn  ipniD  n^n^n  riN^n  ^ip' 
n>Dinn  ovn  n*nn  h'2  nnnvyn  ,Db'iN  .n>nut?2Nn  n^n^nn 

D>nn3  D>^)3>p  122  vn  nn)DinD  o^Dunn  pit?>p  >D£)t?  iNin  *]iDnD  n^n 
n!7>nn  riNmnn  ,nn)D'inn  '2\J'2V^2)2  Nt?  pt?n  nnpn 

.D^D^upDunDn  ni£)>pi  >id>i  !7vya  d>  r^pxT^^  r\i2y  mn'i^on  .>mnoaNn‘>u^N  nvypn 
,00*1171)3  Vyin>D)3  N7n  mmvy  >‘inN  D>ivy  llVyVD  ,(1678)  7*1)3  ^(73  nt  vp7 

l!7n)3n  73^2  pvyNnn  77)3n  n>n  .(Thokoly)  >bnpnn  n7)3>n  i^ininn 
7V  D^n^iinn  i>pni  mnoaNn  no)3  *jt?)3n  'lo  D>ivyn'n3nN  ni77i)3nnn 

.I8'n  nN)3n  2’n  >iiipN7  >(nN3  int?oi 

i3Vi)>  D>7in>n  .'|Nt?3)3Nn  ^n\i)'22  *>7in>  3i\y»  opnnn  uiv  ^x  hdoddh  noip^n 
,^t?D!73  vp7  >bV3  onvy  ,DO)3P)3n  31731  ni7»V31  D>7333  ,D>7713  317^1  ,0>7n3 
1171)3  vn^n  bD  .d>>>!73)3  n3  D»ii‘>\y3  n>i7vyn  n>7iiin  !7\y  vp7n  V3V)33  in  ip^wo 
i7Dn  on  y^n  TiiNpov  7>!7  >3  ,n>7>iin  >7in>  D>3)3P)3n  7^in  t?y)  □>373n  7i77t? 

1657-3  3Vym  >7)3lt^  P7n  n7p)3t?  ‘^.D>7DVyiD  D>7I33  17>1  ‘^ODDl  71Np711D  317t? 
D>7V3)3it7>p  7iiN)3  ,n>7>iin  37V)33  (Nyitra)  n7\3>o  nn)3  >73  n^VTiODw  ,npov  n71N 
p7N)31  031)3n  '>(>31Pt7>l)3  p7N)3  ,!7VniN)3  D>7in>  >1W  n3  D>371V)31  '|Nt?3)3N\D 
lt»3in  7n>l  (Uj-Galgoc)  >(l>t?N)->lN3  D»711in  D>7niu  DV  17Vi)p7in  on  .>10N>V30 
7lipt7V)3  miVi)  n>n  nvyv)3n  *^.n>t>t7>P31  n>3N71D3  nipi  t>>73n  .N7133  □>3717t?  t?>73 
t^vniN  >3vyi7i  D>7in>ni  73V)3'7np  nx  n>n  ovon  ;D>ivy3  Tinvyv  n;  Tiib>>7n  y^rx 
o>7in>  !7>\3n  nn)3ny)  ,7io>Nn  in  7>v)3  7non  7ii3n77in  bv  .d7i>3)3  pn7n  o>^vi3 
7>3Tnt>  71137)3  7ll317l3n  7ll>17Vn  1P33  7inpt^  7ll3Tn  TIN  Dn)3  lt?t7Vy3  D>111>1 

77ll>vy  ,7VVyb  '|7I>3  .pblD  t713>t7  317pn  ,nn)3n  t7Vy  1110^^3  7\i)N  ,717»vni  D>733n  TIN 

.nt?  7I>)31771  t^VniN3  7VyN)3  n7l3>3031  Nll)3)n3  i>n  D>7in> 

,n>nvy  nvyv)3  ?nn)3n  7ii>ivy7  ni  010713  it?V3  onh  .o>377n  110033  1173  7ou  ^3 
>(lpN7  7333  y'p'p  101  37V  TlVt^l  730)3  0>7333  0>7in>  >10  173V  1669  >{>p3  ; n>n  13 
700  OV  >(lpN7  TIN  07INii3  .n7>3)3t7  73  0)3>V  lN>3ni  >(7Nn  113^0  1N3  OO  .(Rakocz) 
7l7>pob  noit^o  717V11  (alisp^n)  00)30  3>^r717l  ni>)3  0>7in>n  3111^71  70Nt7  .17701 
IN  0311710  t^V  7I1V>7>  11>7>3  VN  - IV^TX  037)3t>  - !73N  ,T11>17V  07131  07V110  .00730 
00)30  t70  ll>t?V  0701>N  01  0>0  ,07100  '|)3  .0OV)30  >11371)31  O>771O0  t^V  7010  OllVO 
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2^Y2n  ‘i>nnnvuD  ,nNT  tidiv!?  2o,o»7'in>  o>*iniu  !7V  luvn  'I'lnrab  :i'in7!7 

Twwi  >7>a  po>p  n>n  Nb  ,pvy  bD'Nt?  nnvD  wnd  ')Nt?fDDNni  ,>(iNn  !7!7Da  >\:)P'ifDn 
(kuruc)  niDbDa  onniDH  ay  Nt?N  jaba  it^Dn  >ddnd  Nt?  ,p  on  .121  nnnn 
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n!?’npn  nmavn  !7vniN3i  o’Pin  o’lni  inpin  ,'(in3  miann  n3j  ,1848  i3)3PaP3 
nontia  ’I’p  ni’p  iin  oniN  nii’P  3i  iiom  Nirn  ii’u  ov  d’D”1)>3  18  mi3pn  !?v 
□’’■nn’  o’nipo  pp  opv  ’la  vn  hPn  d’i’po  ppn  .pNPN0'pnNP3  mnoP 
.IP  3i3’v  P3  nPP  D’limn  ip”>nn  ,’iwinn  rainn  N3:i  opinpo  ’.D”oipo 
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.iii3P3Nn  n’3i  n’lPOiN 
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^\t7vniN  t?\y  lUD  mxN  nniD  n>vn  >d>dv3  nni3>ii  init7>vf^ 
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t7vniN  >7in>  ii!7>n  ^Npiu  pNmQ'ON^ 
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D>7xn>  onxDXD:  .na  nant^Dn  nnD>Qni  niooxpnnn  nnxfDnnvyn  t?v  iiD  P^p  t7Uin 
D>u»i))3n  o>Divi^  Dn>D>ot?  onDiH  ^xp>N3  oy  nNOiDn  nnipnt? 
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nuoxnnnvyQ  .n>7xxxn  bw  pxn  nxNQXivn  >d>3  on^v^vn  ^v  Dn>n>  o>7xn> 
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Historical  Poetry  - ’PNlJpn  nsp  DN  DUIDP  p’DOn  ,”rP3Np>~lONn  n'>‘T'3lPp>i<3N’'-l 
n’aiPltJ’SJn  nnPin  noo  D>  VTT'  .1880-1874  ,DOnD  'Ityn  , of  Ancient  Hebrews 
nnwinn  nPuPt  n’on  omn^P  n\?>ioin  vvpp  di  ’iia  n’n  iiot  .n\yinn 
i3i’ni  ’vio'^oipHn  nvy>D3  ,PyniN  •r’P>  inNn  oi  .3”mN3 

•OPnaP 

TIN  .noTDn  JT>3P  niDiDn  o’3Pinn  pao  n^n  nP  ,1’3ND  jPnd’o  o>\y  .v’ifP  ’tNi 
pPi  nn\yDn  maPn  oi>p  Pv  T'opn  .i>ni\y3T  nv’otyn  ova  ’-ro  vnaP^n  ia>D  ain 
m\yvnn  73  .nano  nP’aN  tip’n  tin  3UV’  nPw  pimoii  nwvi  t^naa  iniPi  Titiwa 
‘^IND  DUpo  1VT0  NP\y  ,win  >ipa  D»‘nn>  nn  >vyTN3  PvniN  np>np 

in>)D3>  n ,winn  am  Pw  inPapa  oi  naPnwn  l852-a  wrnn  aaon  n’a  nn’na 
iv’in  pimi  J^nio  anN  \yia>n  na  iin  .PvniN  np'npp  aa  n>n  nP  d’tw  won  .aaP 
iwaai  iwaa  ,(ao’'>i  Pa^a  Pn’h’  p wia’P  a>Na  n)  o”'aP)3n  Pn  o>  np’npn  'WNa 
a«  \ya3  tv  onip  nid  mn  .n^niaaon  immao  aap  .ti’D’a  oi  atriNi  vn’  Napo 
TIN  ptanP  nt  Pw  tmnaii  o’-nPon  Pn  n>Tan  oiiv  .ma^onn  a«i  Timn’n  noataan 
taovw  ,mPNwn  iniNa  np’npn  P\y  Tfintan  n’OTn  tin  niNao  PvntNa  miaan  pa 
Na  nP  D’’'>aP>an  ,aaa  Pp  tatoa  .mn^n  oPtvn  Pp  lotaa  noaipn  nNon  vifONa 
n 2o.Daipo  inoapn  apv  mPi^inn  anao  Ntn  ai'p  PaN  onP’np  '(nP  PPia  PvntNP 
aatiDi  o”aaan  Pv  ’amaa’  nai”  Pvaa  via'>  ,(Verb6)  laaNiia  aan  ,aaP  tmoa' 
IDini  nia'pnP  vapio  a«nD  mn  Ntn  .aatp  on”na  ann  Piai  pp  n’apa  Titaian 
'a  aav  otNaTPPNp  aap  n’a  aiina  taiaaP  o’ian  nPapa  .mNa  nhi  .minon  ^aaa 
Tiaa  - P ivnni  rara’  taovp  ,nain  atoPn  Ppi  aapn  n>a  n^oPn  niatp  pa  tn'oa' 

^'.niiaan  paa  napp  npTan  TT>aP  pann  aan  aav  7a  .Nan 

; Ti'TipP  napno  naNPn  N'n  ,aaPana  onaaN  n Pp  i>a’  npvo  ,ni3aan  ana 
Nin”  : mPni  nna'i^n  i>n  .naapnn  naa  ’"av  .np^npm  aan  nia^onn  PPta  anan 
iT'iaP  7P'>  Ntn  ,pnav  ia>a  napan  ovn  .nnaan  NPa  Pv  ia>pinP  pana  ta  Piapn 
VPT  n'>  Pvt  - onp’Di  papDt  pai<  naPa  pnp’  mn  ,pnain  na  pn  atova 
pNap’  >3a  PNa  nN  np>P”  ,o>viap  o'avtoa  piaaP  nn  na’pan  ”.naai  PNap’ 
aap  n’a  Pv  npaPt  (nia’pa  .vNipn  ,map  - opaon  aap  nN  PniP)  ’’onmpap 
on’na  atvnp  mapaNn  iP  ninm  o^Ninm  o'otPpnn  nap  tvapi  .otNaTPPNp 
."atoPnn  ’npnD  i>np>>v)a  naa  ^’a’  aian  mnaP”  : va>pan  >aipna  anN  .pia>pa 
,aiONP  nnaan  anaa  atna  - "ppaovt  PPM  nnav”  PNaa  amvP  lotin  n^na'  n 
PMaN)  a’aoN  mpa  Pa  o^Nann  o’D’a  ipo  dip  vapn  nP  PPn"  iniaapn  'avPa 

."(Mato 

.laiapaa  na'pp  nnaoa  nniaaa  napm  - d’dP  - apN  .na'P^  aan  o'pn  ,pNt 
aap  pot  nnMina  Pva  .pmmd  atpa  Pa’p  inn’nPnp  ,nPN  ip>3  nta'P’  31 


78 


; D'UJDo  .£5  n nt>n3nn  - n’>no3  : iNt^aoNT  nnon  ni£3Pi3  \yii>\y  1111  vn  t^vniNao 
pnii>  om3N  n nt7™n3  - NiviJt’ioai  n’vw’  n nt’mna  - pNUNO'vynNvyn 
m>i3on  n’imn  n\y’jn  iNt^DONt  nnn’  aipn  nD!7ni  nptn  ,p ’d  mn  22.p>pj 
miuon  piov  n\y-t\yio  n\yD  ,™ino  n>:spmioi  n!7D\yn  nuwann  m’bi  nn’onb 
1i:i33i  HNiiijn  miD  01N330PNP  lOP  nn  l7V  mp’D3  o>  pbn  t?\33  n'cn’  n .nuNn 
3000  DN  Timnb  TiJ'D  ,n’va3  laun  nn  mt>nn  n nosn  nnol?  ,d;71N  .nt>>npn 
>mipon  713’nn  TIN  i2>ivn  oni  i’bN  onm  tin  int’w  mu  o’m  o>-iin  o .vf’ot’n 
D'>i>D!7ni  o’mon  imv  1854-1 ; mnan  ’imoi  os  o’lnu  ibnmoun  n>ii  ."TTD'a 
ni  IN  toivi  v't}  «iuiT3)  nt7’npi  \yn>n  ni  n’ni  viun  p>ni  (maj^lis)  >Na  uim  in 
non  n’l  t?\y  n’t7N>-in  n’uPun  nnm  \y-nn  mN  ’inno  un’n  .(?in  u»n 
.Vi3!7’’n  t’Ni’o  linion  ion  ,n’i>u!7n  riNim  noiiinoo  ,oiNi3UONp 
n ni3t7iio  '7'u  nn  liv  oi  tini  ovi  nivn  niu>i  innv  timt>  nuyn  nn  iivi 
VO’i3  niiD  ioipaii  imuQ  tin  iiv  ,i’m’iN  tJNUi  ,v3ub  nmon  .ni'Di  mni>n 
I’bv  npaonui  ,0’mn’  o>mo  npi  ,ni£3N  jiv  Nin  i inn  ’Innp  n’nu  ,(Dui)  tin 
loiDn  niNonv  tiv  nwipi  nuu  non  n>3  ti\y  nnoon  nviin  .nb’npn  tiu  nn  Nin 
,nmnnn  noui  n>niiinn  nniuo>nn  nNun  tiv  m’li  Nti  ,ninotiun  '<n'?  ’no 
*Tvii  ti3  nuv  Nil  - no’ion  ni’mPio  lino  nou  - nNi  ovi  ’inioiNn-’uiN  ’iu’id 
bvniNb  iv’inu  onion  ^i.izugiskoia)  "omn’-n  ,D”pin'>ntnn  non  ’ni  nil 
D’niv  on’u  Donvy  ’o  ,nN”n\y  omiN  103  ,uv  ’uin  oin  nn  ,ni*io\yon  mti’ni 
D’NoiinuD  ,D>nin’  ooiny  luu’p  ibo  onvNn  nuN  piun  pnN  ,nv  nnii 
iinoi  mN  nin’  noo  n’lti  ni”3  nii  po  mNb  .’nin’n  n!ip!7iDn  ”no  o’nip!? 
nn  ’V’lun  niuvn  ntnnni  2‘'.i856-3  non  n’l  nnoi  do  ,(G^lszecs)  ’iNO't’Niti 
’ii’vy!i  D’Tin’n  n”3’iii  n’nN'IitiDn  noNn  nom  I86I-3  .’nuoiNn  oouitnoiNn 
01 133  nnnun  nn’nii  .miimn  tivniN  I’vni  nnon  ”n  .npmi  nni  ni’i3i 
ni’o  ninun  nnviiti  .n’l’vn  nuinoti  nnii ; ni’i’ONQi  ni’i’upN  ni’nn  o’tin’n 
”.no\yini  Ntny  ,1849  tiu  n’liO’iiioNti  n3i  - nNi  !73i  D”nin’  o’l’iji  nuv  nuu  iinon 
INOin  I’m  H11N  I”!  ,13110  3”*r  ,imo  t’t  : o’lio  o’l’pDn!?  1110  D”‘Tin’  o’Non 
•D’pmoti  Nii’  0010300  ,o”3in’n  nnon  ’Nono  nti’nn  npoo  Nti  it”Ni  inooi 
novon  30N0  nni’  i’^^no  nn  vf<i  nmn  on33  niin  n’tni’tin  nn’iiNno  ,non3 
.nnon  tio  nniiin  nn’poti  nn’ni  tivniNi  nnp  (1861)  mo  nniNi  niv  .Nin 
,otnN  .turn  nnnNti  n’o  nit  o’Nni  ’mm  tivi  novio  tio  100  oiNno  ntivin 
Nino  ,333n3 ; n30  nitiN  lini  ,n3’pni  no’nn  ninvn  nvinn  iinvb  Nin  op’ioo 
,nvn-3n3  lio  ’tivniNn  inino  ,nNO  tiin  ^^.ntioi  innovio  p livi  ’nin’  ii’n 
mn  ,onon  lo  .n’lNtiooNtn  ni’ooiti’on  pnp  lio  100  nN  n’ltn  vb  ,”n’iin'p" 

.oon  yooot’  o’nniin  lio  onpu  nvii  inioi  ’loni  N^iioo  onNn 

non  nopnt’i  ’nin’n  iinnn  on’p'i  onnio  ii’tno  tio  pp  nopin  ,t”vt’  niONi 
nv33N  ,o’i33ti  onno  n’l : p’lnoi  o’nv’n  ivipi  noN  nv  ,o’3o  00  iniv  .300  ’ni 
nvoli  nnvi’  ppn  nioiin  nnn’i  on’!?  nonnti  o’oov  noo  ’ni  ov  o’nio!?  o’ni’oo 


79 


•ipnn  moon  nnvysn  riNipt?  iivyNin  ■rv:in  .D'ob’N'D’vymi  omvy  ,d»)v  o’lt?'* 
'om  n’bu’Na  in3  on  .iNl^oaNt  nnaa  ’niDbon  jnn  nip>3  nyn  n\yy3  n>o 
■iy\y”  TIN  ini’aa  D'D>’2io  D>n>yn  >Dvyn  .o^jan  ntjnpt?  nwnmpa  ptonn  nnon 
>mio  P35P3  o\yipa  ,pin-io  nNiii  o!73  nt ; to’pn  nnn‘nit>nK)’  ’-nn’n\y 
yy’jn  ,t?NiinNU3  (>Nm  29)  iNtJaeNi  n'niD!70n  nninn  nv>jn\yDt>  .iNioo 
■np’>  ival?  D’piDP  DDPo  n3i  ri’joun  nariDi  ddiv  Nin\y  ,n\yp3  3n30»i 
3ni'>3  nnnpn  n^yn  n’h  t>yniN  oyio  nppin  ariD  .!7yniN3  noin!?  noo  n>3 
-QNt  nnn’  TiNi  oyi  noiD:i  n>-nn>n  n>pit7DiNn  onavy  ,D’>mio'paiin  nninob 
l7yniN3  .NPNp  !7\y  >t>n3>on  iiwn  mn’  !7l73n  vy^'yvy  Nin\y  ,V2)  25,000  noijy  '|n!7D 
n T>y  nnn’  .Tyi  obiyl?  nunio  'bDbDn  lorpi  1838  ino  mn’  i2v  n>3  333  o^’p 
nvQpn  >T>)3t7n  .'<3Nn  '733  pp’no  nt>y3  N’ni  mipo  moi\yi  n’m3  m3ioi  nyn> 
3>p’n  n n3”y  - ninoNl^i  ; i'yn  mm  buN  pioi  omin  Ni^n'y  it73i’  oma!? 
3>y  3\yNO  nni’  nn’o  !7iptJp  >iDa  vlyy  piini  nnno  nypb  no>Nno  m>iiN  n’P3nl7 
riDpn  3333  npDDPn  h'p  l^yniN  nt»np  ’P333  ■>t>3  nainn  nvynnvy  n\yp3n  .nt^m 
bvy-oi  ^!733  n'>3«in  min’  t>\y  nvt’^3  n't'y3  n3  no'p  np'>n3n  ,noini'  3DP  n’3 
t?nn  - loi  )?n'i3i  niN!7pn3  omvyp  nnon  >nn’  o ,nt7yn  3in3n  .0333  iNbooNi 
n33nb  - ny\y  nmK3i ; Dn3  oon3n  3nP3i  n>vyyn3  n)73i  D>a33i  moiN  lU’ya 
no^DPO  ,p)y  !7\y  ioi3>P3  .onniio  moipo3  y3p  m'vy*  ni3i  ny  pN  D3ino 

!pinn  >333  o>n3wn  ^3!?  p>ii>\y  - n>'yt>3  ny'>3n3  n''33n 

ny>)n  o^rovy  3i3y3  .ni3’3  n3''3n  ,no3i3b  330  n>3  by  3P’pb  nro3in\y  ,n\yp3n 
7in3  m 3Pi)3  nopn  by  nymon  mm3bo'n'>3P''pn  DipQn''>ib’OTi3jyi>3  ropn 

2’.3iy  3313  Nb  omob  33>dp  by  ib>Ni  ,byniN  nb’np 

byniN3  3N\y3  ib'Ni  •)N3Q  3vyN  ,333n  bN3\y'>  n3ion  y'ln  noinb  33pn  nn  bN 
■N3ia)  p33  nmp33'>3iN  3313  ,3NK)  n'>3i3’33  inb3\yn  .™\y  50  i\ya  3>y3  b’y3  mm 
onop  20  DP33  Nin  ,nN3inn  n3i3yn  33b  .n'>3i)33  oi  3mn  p3  30b  dp  ,(n>3 
lO’Pinp  ,DmnnD  pbn  oy  nipp  p3N3  nninb  33pn  n>3  28.n33n  onaNOi  d'>31>33 
pnnb  i33'’n  nb’npn  ■>P333  .33ipai  p3iNO  mim  3pid  by  D>”33n”n  jin  fi>3ynb 
jiiP3inn  nyiD  jin  D^NJinb  i3pn  <)ni  P3ip  >3ia''b3  omypn  jin  I3'>n3n  .npi33 
33Pn  Ji’3  by3 , JiNt  oy  .•)P'>31  ’3pji  D'>P3in3 ,3iQNb  ’Ji3ipan  ii3'>n3  b3ipon  v>dv 
1313  nmi  1868-3  p333  n33P  mi33  ,biDn  yi3b  .’DP3n  nip^on  bp  1J1U3  Jiiy>3Pb 
Nb  J13  mypp  ,p'>y3n  nby  ,3i3’3jn  p pbn  313'j  by  33iTinb  jud  by  .pn  Jibi3NDb 
on>J3  JIN  mbpb  i3'>pinp  ,omnn  ■>3b'>  tin  33pb  133  11  7333  .n3in  Jipm3  vn^ 
npbnnn  nN3  ,’iJ’3n  3nNb  33pn  m3  P3np  nji3JPo  .D>'>pin->Jib3n  33pn  ^33 
■>Doy  33P  m3 ,3iDNb  D1N3JPPNP  JiNiiii  ’’’oy  mpOH  niy’b  3inin  3Pioni  ip33b 

-’.nbmpn  bp 

- NJiain3  P33j3  1D3  ,)Nb3DN1  '>3n33  D>3nN  0>31P'>'>3  D3  13P13  D'>'>OOy  33P  'J13 

- ■'NpiP3  i n>3i>333  D3  nnpjini  P3ip  >3iD>b3  >p3  nmp  ,3jjin  bNiDP  3 "3  ibmn 


80 


niovyonn  nnob  ’“.1856-3  onnvw  dn  inno  nnpian  ’3\y  .o>n  Dl7nt»ii  '7V  ibm’ia 

- nmNDH  '(3Nn  t’W  nnimnii  nnvnnt?  omn’n  iron  nnn 

n^ioin  ni3-ivnnn  1859-3  N3ioin3  di  t\'7'>'7))  nina  - 73  dwo  Npm  Novyi 

’'.D'>33‘Tn  D’nnano  I’n  in!?  '>a  nnon  nmot^vy 

-"privn  Dv  nj’oin  nnNt?  nn’pn!?  nvyimn  nmivnn  rtaipn  N>n  70-60  -n  nuvy 
n”i)D  !?\y  im^’va3  no’100  n‘r>03  nn>n  nsnD  n nmivnn . "nwo  now’"  t^w  imp 
’wnwn  ’iN!?ooNin  p’liin  Nin  wn’n  ’3i<  n .Npw’t’  nt”np3  3”3n  ipi’na  wn’n  ’3U 
1330  lot?  Nin  .innN  n ,1’3no  on”nn  'n  p3  ;n’0pn3  '?vniN3  it?i3  .'iiwNin 
ow3nnt?  n’iMin3i  p!?iD3  o’mi  o’p’iii  nnun  t?N  ni  po  ihnPi  "nwo  now’” 
.m’lon  nii’o  t?30  n3in  o’l’wn  i’t?N  no  133  n3’oun  n!73p  inNt?  I’o  .omino 
Dnt?i  ni3in  73t?  din  !73  p ,W03  nn’wo3  n”3pn  nN  i3V  pNiw’  ;?v  3iw  pl^o  n’n 
onw  ,nNi3n  ’lo  7n  : o’lU’n  ’iw  owio  wi’n  ’3ii  n .nNi’3  min  bw  nnonbo  nN 
•iiin  ’331  bw  n”iw3  nioi3n  i3«  low  .o’lowni  niwn  - 3iwni  iw’n  i niiwio  ’i3i 
’3S  n : no’  ’oov  wm3  ppb  101003  nionoi  nil  7iin3  ,ni3b3i03  nmb  binwn 
01W  w’3in  Nbi  I’M  buN  n’303N3  n’ni  wiip  nowo  inN  1033  nnw  Npo’bo  wi’n 
n 03  wiip  n3W3  ni3wb  owb  v’ln  3”nN  .no33n  n’33  Nbi  I’lin  n’33  Nb  ,nbiiv 
D’iW3  Nb  D’i3i3  Dw  w’3in  nbn  .b’on  I’lin  bUN  p 03  ni  nNOibipo  p’mn  ,bbn 
nb’on)  o’winno3  o’wiv  I’n  no33n  n’33w  ovinni  i’33n  n’33 

'1 : p’lun  nN  bN  wi  wiip3 13113  i’33n  nNi  bnpn  nN  bbn  n n’3in  p bv , (?  nbnpo3 
P’liin  iiNin  3’wn  .bnpn  nNi  i’33n  nN  Nin  7N  n’3io  13’n  viio  ,Npo’bo  ’33i 
p b3  n’onb  nvio  niniob  vownb  1310  nvioi  mow)  niib”on  ’nw  - ovooi  noono 
0’3n30i  ni3io  nii’o  ib”b  d’V”oow  iiin  ’oon  on  (n”3-i”o  ,'n  ,niow  .’i3V 
Ninw  iiwNin  p’i3<n  .nvio  ’iwn  owi  mow  inN  p’ln  ow  .wiipn  ovb  o’lW’ 
bv  niboipo  o’oii3  nnio  13’iinbi  bNiw’  ov  nN  lowb  N’n  1311  ,niow  ni’noo 
Nin  ,’3wn  p’lun  ib’Ni  (wi’n  ’oii  n Nin  ’in)  div3  noio  niibon  pbonbi  3bn 

- ’3N  .D’wp  D’i3i3i  niv33  ,npv3i3  bNiw’  nN  n’3ion  - npvii  iiwbo  - nvio  ni’noo 
•|0  ’b  D’Nio  pbi  niiwNin  7113  bNiw’  3’n30  ni’nb  ’nNi33  - wi’n  ’3i<  n po 
biiv  ’n’Ni  Nb  ,(1033)  DW  ’n”n  iwn3  .13  7on  ’3N  iwn  ,Nniob  nNt  p 03  o’own 

.no33n  n’33  niwinnni  i’33n  n’33 

P’lifn  bbonni  i3’iw3  .1131  iiinNbi  N’33n  bNiowb  innwn  I’l’on  bnp 
.I’wvo  nN  10W01 11V3 1WI’  7’bo  n’n  Nin  !bNiw’  nb’on  bip  vow  - ion  Npo’bo 

’2.i''bin  n3W3  Dbiv  ”nb  I’ov  bN  70N3  p’lun 

iwN  ,(D’3’oi3iio)  "D’winno”n  .npibno3  n’liw  nmn  wi’n  ’3H  n bw  inioi 
O’lin’n  nN  nvoon  o’l’v  inNoi  "niNboi  nwiv”  13  ini  ,oni33bo  Nin  V303 
'1  lov  nwNi3W3  ,03  noi  1300  onvi  nni  Nb  bvniN3  nb’npn  ni3’n30b  .o’oiwon 
n3b’0  ni’i3in  ’ii’w  oio  nwin  noipnn  nil  .V3Wio  i33no3  vii’n  3’ib  n’oi’ 
D’n’vb  ,n3’N  I’loo  710  ’ob3i  liiinoi  i3in3  iinoo  nino  b3W3  ,niiiwn  nN  nbu’Oi 


81 


'7'i}  iion  ’inij  mno  !7D31  T>Dn  vn  m’D^ian  nnni^iTinn  .ini'2  n’tt^s 

■>\y3N  - ”n>«n  p"  b\y  inan  nma  ijid  D>‘r>Dnn  aipn  hPndi  '(p'VNt’  D’niD>iin 
NosiP  .noun  nn  ’0>3vi  ■nm’m  opn  nN3\yi  nouvyo  omivo  on  pnvrt?  .Npmn 
Nin  - i3’>n  ,\yTTon  n’aa  PPDnn\y  ’■nn>)  vynan  n>3  \y>N  : n^nvy  nwvo  ind  3nD» 
n>3a3j  -rmPP  3Dun  n>3p  m>  >70  o^nvw!?  min  nolyna  m dn  np\y  (i>on  im’n 
pn  DN  PN\yi  rrnnn  riN  nP  iNn  Pod  ioo  n>\yNT  ’o’o  inNi  .nun  lO’n  pm  Pon 
’Dou  DiDina  ovo  P\y  o’oovyo  hdd  nmnn  lo  1'nNp  idn  I'VDin  .niPN\y  Pn^’n 
nPm)  "loP  ONT  in  ommvo  7d>p  oni”  : nnni  noNi  inh  PDonn  .nDODn  ii\yp3 
.n'nvton  in  nP3\yn  P\y  nniif>n3  nmn  nDnnn-’N  nnm  nPn>  n3  .(m\yp  Ti>n\yo 

”.o>T’onn  3"ip3  NP\y  P’dnd  ,ii\yPn  dv’T'  po 

vn  1860-3  .Tmo3  nnmnn  d>  npmnn  iNPaoNn  o’tm’n  nauo  Pnn  ov 
4008  nPmpn  nniD  ’Npio3 ; o’3in’  4955  PPd  imo  onmn  P\y  nmaoo  40  PyniN3 
,p  m3  .noo  nun  ’’’ov  >o-ion  puddh  n>33  do  PPann  pp  ,Dn>un  D3m  ood 
3iion  nm  p nP  oPin  .onm  >3Di  n Po  uom  oipo  ,Nppp3  3n  onmnn  mn 
- •>Nnm-oND3i  D>'nn>  2505  i30'>  n3\y  ,NDmm3  m3  nnan  Po  nimoijn  TiPmp3 

.031  25,538  nm  1860-3  nnon  >Tm'  Po  nopo  .2718 

: nN3n  nonon  nn^DNO  oipm  mniNP  i rt'T>un  n3n  ’Npm3  nPmpn  ,nmN3 
>OQn  mn33  >3  ,nnonn3  nP>j  Nm  mm  TmPn3i  nnm  ’P3  ,T>pn  o’n  do  n’n 
np  riDpnP  nn3nn  t>d  lovn  mv3  nop  nPni  nPn3  .dopo  Dim  noiopn  Po 
n3nijnn  nm  dv  niomn  P3  dn  popp  P3’  nPo  nnNO  ,DiiV  mnD3  ■iP'>P  nonn 
nopn  nP3  mon  ■np'3  n3nv  PvniN  nPmp  nnPoo  - non  mn  loi  .n’oiNDsn 
0013  nP  DVPipn  nPnin  Po  iP>3''in  npp  .300-n  P3iP  pNPN3"onN03  nnm 
no  Po  prm  Pv3  np  nniN  133  nm  Nm  in  noN  ,din3Dppnp  o”V  nopn  nnP  NnP 

^Inmn  doo  nnop 

nop  -rnN  i^a  .moo  oP’o  oom  nnn3  333  nriNnn  ppniN  Po  nP’npn 
m DonnNn  nPN  .Dn>pnnon  nnipm  nono  ooo  ioono  ,D’P3niTniNn 
mPon  np’o  3333  nn’o  Di  n’n  .nPnpoi  nnomn  nD03  no33  nPD3n  nn3 
IN  pnp  mio  DPorn  ,3mNP  •in>pP3  in  on  mPio'  dn  ,nPmpP  D>P’on 

D>ni3on  ino  op  nPmpn  n3n  pp  iPpoo  ,(gabeiia-krupka)  oPom  nipnoN3 
nm3nimiNn  niopn  Pp3  .3331  np’no  ,n3np  ,T>vyn''p  n3>3P  103  ,Dno’oP 
npo3  ,Dmi3on3  D’>iPTT>nP3  ono  ,o>pnpn  o’pmn  oiPom  no-0100  n3n 
333  n’n  nP  ni  ■>o’3  ,01331 3Pm  >dP)  .nponpn  np’03  D'>p33  im  D>3’P35i3Dno 
IPO  D01  nininon  nnpiin  nnNP  in  imp  p’m  niP3n  >pip’n  333  (.o>on  p3ipo 
,nin>  .noo  'pino  n33or'>nP3  non  npoinpno  ,o>3>P3ii3on  oni  ,noi3  3n>n  in 
nPpo  no”  - nun  opo  nP3  inoipP  30n  n>P3i3iJi3iNn  noponn  dn  JDi>’o 
,303  (pound)  N3oP  >33  in>33  n>n  nP  oPipo  >3n  ,nt  333  ’Nponpn  niopnn 

^5.”npoi3p  1313P  noPioo 


82 


>oi  D>3'onii-ian  mno!?  7’>vy  nl7'npn  ’vyjN  yao  >o  yinl?  n\yp  nt  n’nvy  yi’DO 
i\yo\yo3  .D>-i\yDi  -n\yn  onnNi  hIjn  ’J'vi  nNnj  am  aa  osvy  noT3  ,o’ranimiNt> 
,npiij  iD\y  ,n^>npn  >vyNno  "rnN  .o’l’onl?  n’rammiN  ya  dj  o’ovot?  D’Dinnn 
lOD  D’a  JIN  - ivo\yoa  loivya  - paaP  t'lJivyn  ,nl7>npn  t7\y  o>otJan  >3’jva  ppvvy  '>0 
Tiniavyo  tin  ot?>vy  Nin  .(njjnot>  a>on)  ”a’pn  alJNn’O  aano  w’Nn  .oiNaJOPNp 
aopn  Ji’a  ’I’l’  ajfon  jin  .wo  Nt»  y’aantJi  p>tn!7  n>n  iJil7ia>a  pt?i , onion 
t^vy  novo  nvyvJ  omoaon  pnoa  ^^.Ji’aoini  JiPaio  mtv!?  "no  i«)n  on  iOvyNoa 
JIN  ia  jimnl?  louv  t’V  ba’pvya  ,’ic>’a  N:ao  aarn  Jinb  >ai>nn  ion’  .niJ">Jit7a  aan 
anaj  aa  ion  ni  aviivy  ,’Naii  .o>’viaw  omvvy  nw’ona  o^aavn  Jiivi:<pon 
jiianjit?  Pa’  Nt?  aaon  Ji’a  ’a’otJJivy  ,o’aaan  vavao  .o’a’onn  aapo  nw  JiiapJiotJ 
.aiap-yN  Nin  \yaipn  ’aio’tja  D”via\yn  o’aivwn  aapow  ,D’”aan''a  o’aoPn  ov 
1Nao  ”.aai>a  nbN  o’Nvyuai  aavn  av  oawno  ,yia\yn  J110’  t^a  D\y  nawoj  nNamn 
NtJi  .D”ap’vn  Jiunon  Ji\yp\y  ya  ioipo  jin  NiJiol?  ino  n\yp  n’oa’  n'7  n’n  "[tJ’Ni 
.Ji’jiaNPtja  Ji’ain’  n’va  oj  l864-a  njilav  o”oipon  yaot>i  a’ala  aavo  iiai^a  11 
apv  njoo  vjont?  - nNaia  - njja  Nin\y  ,naiaa  naov  Jianan  n’oa’  no  nwaa  awN 
jiNapt?  D’avJin  jin  n\y’nn  ji’jnat>o-Ji’ao’pn-oipon'’P’o  jnvio  .niiJion  ui’vjj 
W tJOinvy  ,ojpn  ’aoao  aonnla  n’n  aioN  anon  .o’jaab  (aj’oo)  \yaao  Ji’a  yj’a 
lamin  awNi  1848-9  aianvyn  Jionboa  Jiiiaom  njiiajiji\yn  apv  n’auin  Jinn’ 
’Nvyn  pu’aa  nt>nn  n’oani  JiaiNn  jiaiiji  .it  naooti  ao’pn  JiotJnn  ’”av  po  anNi? 
ipp’pi  vy’P'ip  ,a\ao  .up  ,upino  - ipjann  o’laa  nu’on  .1864  '^aoa  4-a  tJvniNa 
!7U  ajii’a  <i’ann  aujion  n’n  ,y’u\yjua’!7  bbnn  aan  .n’oa’  n naNoni 

,D’jaan  on’i’a  ua  o’aiaN  JiP’!?  .nt  pja  bu  ’ap’vn  laani  ai’opn  Jiopn  y’va 
nii’n  bvniN  pjau  ,pap  yN  .uaaa  aj’opni  tJlaaa  7i3’n  ’j’jv  la’pn  on’Ji’a  ’NPiJua 
1VPJ  la'an  n tap  uivauna . jiiuanjinn  oat  a«  n’panuiaiNn  Pu  paNon  jitanjin  jin 
■av  .Jin^auoa  ^ijuiun  n’oa’  n .’Npiua  Jiaaan  junjia  iujdj  on  .o’laa  nu’u  ni’iP 
’33  JIN  taapta  ^’Nin  ap’pn  .ipp’po  aan  ,iJi’ova  .Jii’JiK’p;’  nua  Nia  la’Pu  <1N 
5®.y’Nan  Jivua  no’a  uianta  o’Danta  la’Jina  aiaa  n!a  ptani  npn  aiaa  Jintauon 

D’a’paaiaon  laa’n  ,’ain’n  D^Jivn  !a\y  loiaa  naov  lU’nn  JibNU  ap’vau  anNO 
’t’vniNn  ajian  .djiu’u  na’uon  nia  Wi  o’pani JiaiNn  ’lu’n  '7H  JiiNJiunta 

Nin  iiniai  inui  ”aan”a  aifi’  ”ao!ao”n  ’a  ,a’vn\ya  I’^ao  woo  nh’  "n’lin  p" 
a’Nan  .naun  UNaa  ^pio  nla’aji  ’aota  o’ova  won  niipon  ’oa  t^aiun  "vaiuo  a’pn" 
^N  lavi  ,iap’vo  laiP3  "jia’n  ’vafON  ppo  n’a  p’tno  aoiaonu  ,’aaaion  ’ain’t?  a Jii’a 
D’a’pnm  ’Jiiuvta  no  .’"uai  naui  tav  o’apiun  o’ata’  D”nan”n  o’Ntao  - taian 
JIN  ia’!ao  aaiaon  ajian  n’aun  ,DJipn  p ^’.np’uo’Jio  aio!a!a  na  Nt?  nunola 
,iJiaipoi  t?Na\y’  Jiaina  iniN’pa  jin  uaai  Nin  ^n  ao!a  n’3  tavu  .NJiipa’a  Npaan 

”!D”viavy  o’aivu  nu’on'o  Nta  taaN 

jit”np  t?N  aaiuu  nai’ouaio  nuo  tap  lajiao  n’n  naun  !a\y  la’oa  ani’o  vaiNO 

'"^.ji’baaNai  Ji’aava  nanaa  naiujin  Jiaa’N  .lavniN 


83 


"nvyo  no\y>”  t’w  inDin  di>3  Tivi  t^vniNi  ,'7t>n  n .ipp'oo  mn  P\y  'jwn  inpu 
n n\yv3  poipon  nm  l7\y  u’!?  nj’soi?  ,nNin  n’Jionn  n’^vn  .l865-n 
,ra\y  t7\y  mivo  oa  nN’vyt?  nynn  l^npn  nnnbnn  .’\yNnn  ivy-nni  nnD-ian  nioin 
,D”oipon  on’pnn  -rnN  .Dn’nuiiv  moD  Dn>'\yn  ’npit’  bD'?  nonin  noNn 
niDD  Nini  inPD  ii’ifl?  nnt  (D’onninuN)  ”D>i3n\yN”n  "ni  nilj^von  v’\3^nvy 
.moinnnn  nni’n  ivn  omPn  ,nidn  ,n\yn3  ‘p':>n  n '".'>nm  t>o  'n^nn  woot? 

nnn  loinnn  o’o’  mov  hivd  .oiivnni  ,1864  'cian  PvniNn  l^nno  7>Pnnn 
TIN  V10’  nio  ,io>pn  n’lnion  mnvD  nopn  Pv  ionn  ,NiNnaNn’'in  o’m  hno 

"I’vyn  noipnn  nmimn  monnimiNn  nnp’v  .o’lmtJ  onon  nu  Po  mo” 
mono  omnn  .inPooki  ’Nn’Q'ONin  o’lnm  n’oinn  ipnpi  o'opnn’Pn  o^i 

nnn  n'h  ,n'>P'pn  nnwin  Po  n’onmmiNn  nnoN  dni  nn'no  ^in  Pv  .1865 
np>oDn  .VT  n'n  ponn  inoii  non  ,nvv)30K)"rnn  n’moPnn  npv  nun  noinno 
.PvniN  Po  n nimPi  np’vn  n^iNpooNin  n’onmniNn  P\y  nmm  tin  ,piDn  ,nnup 
riNnpP)  noun  ; momn  nn’Nn  poPn  P\y  >TvPnn  oio’on  : o'^ONin  n>i>'>3NO 
ONin  Ptio  nonP  nioN ; oipon  PPDnnP  noN  — nPi  ,vuoNn  noiip  nn'»n  (nunn 
nn^’n  o^oin  miv  ; (orn^tus)  no  un  (imi  m)  onp  Pn  wnP'  nP  ; noun  nu 
nP  iP>dni  ion  n>nnN  D>noiN  vni  nPnpo  nP’DnP  dohno  ;Tmioo  ni’nP 
Donion  TIN  oooo  i>n  - ^lonPi  i npN  o'lnio  up  D'lnn  mo  nom  nmP  o’omi 
’OiN  1003  ,D’mn  inNi  ouno  mPv  lonn  ,np>03p  nr*  <ipin  ino  ooP  .oPnipon 
nniv  nP  inno  .mPnp  m .nnoinn  pNno’  nPnp  PnP  nnPoi  N>ni  nPmn  nomn 
nompvno  nP  ''^.nvon  nnmnP  no'om  N’n  PnN  ,mni>o  nP  no'o  np’oan 
nn’o>  Po  movoi  oomp  n’oon  ,Nom  oov  oi  n>omn  ono  o^PPnn 
Vn  omion  100001  om’Diimn  omnn  ■rii  pnNono  ,noii  on  "'\ninonn 

•onmn  on  i>n  in  nP  nn  .ou^onP  D'onmmiNn 

- nnni  nino  nPi  noon  moo  ’Nn’o-’iNin  oomn  n'>oiDP  nn>n  ,novoP 
Di  moo  Pn  ,io>oP  .nNoi  nooooon  n'uouioNn  nN  viioP  'in  Pini  ninonp 
omn  Dom  Pn  nunoi  nomni  inomn  mo  Nin  .n’OT"  n Po  nooonn  imovn 
'1VO  Noiin  onn  o^poiv  ion  ,niooNni  o’omn  Poo  lop’o  Po  mn  nN  p’mnp 
unN  nwon  im  .o^moon  ooiPun  mov  vn  o’o’on  niio  .ouimn  Po  nnmin 
im  iiPun  nN  ion>p  >nnn  mnon  o^ooon  ornmnn  .’oipo'mPnp  'ip'nn  imi 
nu  vvn  ,D>ono  non  oouvP  nnn  mo  oonnNn  nPNi  Dm>onP  D’oommiNn 
nmon  nionn  nvnP  ipPnn  Poio  .moi’  "i  "“.nnoi  nPnp  nopn  nNipP  iioni 
nnyPi  ,mpi  nvP  PvniNO  nimn  00  nN  nnvP  non  .nmnon  nionnonn  nono  Po 
.1P10  m’on'NPn  mnmn  nN  nomnn  nno’n  nnoonnn  niiio  -'\n-inN  nP>npP 
onn  noio  n>n  niinp  oPnin  mn  nN  niunP  mo  Pvi  omnnoo  nm  oy  nooN  nmyi 
D>nnon  oomon  o’omi  ,nooNn  nvnP  .ooo  nNoo  m iP’n  py  loiyn  m oipon 
mmon  iinn  m>no  pyo  D>iino  om’onn  ;n'ooo  npiPnoP  onion  nioipon 
imp  pm  nioooioon  on’nimoi  np^npn  Po  Py  oyoo  loPnon  om’onn  - mimNPi 


84 


ina>TV  DN  ivp  nbN  n>n  p>:in3  nmvyn  nnnN  dn  non 

.nivn  bvy  pNon  nvnn  bvy 


niN^pa  ina>vy>  >‘T>)3t7nt7  n>Dinvy  ,t7>Dvy)3n  onn  bv  inkd  d>n>  vn  n!?>npn  >pno 
nnnt?  pvin  ipn  bw  “jiii  o>  HQbnn  nv>ip  n>nnnb  Nin  .nin!:?iv 
DN  a>mn  ,n:ii  N'V  n'P  y'?^p^  ,'nwDn  no>vy"  dn  na>vy>n  inn  iQ>t?\yD)  .vnon 
1*17  nnN7D  ,)2^Y2D  (.omo^^n  min  omna  n>vi^pni  npipnn  mionn  vi2i 

nn>nvy  /'n>7in>->nt72'o  Nt?  d>win  >D>vn  n 71)3>!7 

D>pi7D  *7^  .nn^'^p  n7niv  nnnb  t^^nnn  nt^>npt?  o>7>pn  pa  >DnDn  n^>£)n 

t?\7  nnD>i£Dn  n^nnvat?  .Dnt?\7  (nNt^p)  onifnn  nt?>Dnn  >nn  onvp  nN  7V7>n 
nnnt?  D>iDn  n>ni\7n!7  n\7>7  nini\7  ,NnKnn  nt^>np  d>  n£ini\7  nn>n  t?vniN  n!7>np 
>^DNni  HTD  n>)37*>  n n\7>7fDn  mnin  ‘'.nt  >d>1£)  pn^nn  n7>  nN  n:^n>Ni  nn^D 

.7>vn  onn  nn>\7t?  nn  iN^int?  nb^npn 

D>pn  D>  nn  ,d>7\7>i  D>)D>Dn  ,dd77  bv  Di^t?  nt?7  D^VDDiwnn  D>7'>pnn  7^b 

n7n>DN  .n7V7nn  ninpt^nn  nnNt?  d>  nnnnn  bv  iNbi  n^w  ,Dnnifn 

Dit7V7  " :n>n  ID  ,n>D7>  nt?  7>Dn  vd  nnpw  nwvnm  "n>nn  p"n  anD  dwd  nNO 
on^unn  ^717  iinw  ,viv  d)i  >nvnv7  - ndwd  ,7'>pnn  t?>nnn  - !7vniN  nD7t? 
“[>!7V  t?DN  !n7in  >v7n>n  ndh  ,nt7'>nn  in  .in>N  nDnnnb  ^not^nm  ...D>v;npn 
n7>nDn  7>\7nn  nN  n'in7b  'I'lDib  hnd  ddh  '’.'i7yDt?'i  7in)  7>pn  >nn\7  ,nv7'7 

DN1  ,’DD  nv7nv  0'>1D  nDDH’  p\7  ,717D  >1N  HNID  ,7>Dn  lin\7  HV'  ; DDNI  VID 
nnv  ,oip)D  t?Dn  ; 7D7d  7ipnt?  v^pan  >inN  ^ni  V7n  ^inN  ,in^  in  7iDbt7  nnN 

71V  ii77n  t?Ni  >n>D  nN  nnv  .id  \7>  d^id 

nb>np  nnpn  ,d>iv7  wibw  iin  npiD  n>D  n>iD  : innNwn!?  o^Nin  ninn  n>)D7>  n 
,□>  HDi  D^Ninn  nN  on^t^v  it?Dp  o'^unDn  .n!7i7:\n  n^>npt?  hdidd  on^unt?  n77Di 
nv^n  nN  in7  D>7>unn  ’'\n>iDt?  onun  didp  oniPDt?  7dv  dindippnp  ppn 
ni7>N  .nt7>npn  »n  nN  DDnb  iD>pin  d^didduhi  ^^^nN!7)D  n>ninpiN  iP77i  niD>DDn 
linn  D^oDwn  iw^ini  nn77n  ninwNn  niNt^n  ninipn  '^nn  t^D^  nnw  n^npn 
npii  '>2  .iVDn  on^pnn  t^DN  ,1866  >ivd  npiDn  nut?  P7>nn  nipi  D>>nnD  ^'.opi 
"^''V  7P1N  DP  >77DPn  npiin  7NpiPD  nuiDH  nu  nn>i7t?  uddp  n*>n>  id  nt?unn 

"“\niD7nni  iinnn  'innup^nn 

np>in  pinn  nv^n  .hdinh  nviD^  irmpt?  pinn  nt?Dp  not?  n7nv  nnnm  ni7n> 
7PN  ,nn>nnt?  uppinh  p>t?pn  pn  uiun  dhn  7Nn  7^p  ,1867  iniopiND 

nn>nn'i7PPiN  ,n>op>t?Ni7n  n>D7Nnnn  nnpini  nniNn^v  niDin  nninpvD 
>717^  P7:inp  pinD  '>t?Ni\ppN  npvi  nit?'>npn  t?p  pnvnt?  Dppn  .n>niDt?n-nnp>pn 
nt7NPn  .n7in  nN  ninpnt?  ii>pn  npit?nnn  ni7ipi  nnu  DPt?  nnnin  mn>  t?p  >t?t7D 
N>Dnt?  n>n  pin  ,7nNn  .nit?>npn  t?in>i  7pDn  ninn  hpn  u^d  ,nn>n  nnpun 


85 


y2  bD  DHi  Nb  ,'>WD  n>‘i>^inn  mini  niit?nvynn  'ivnb  D>)3'>ipn  nmnp 
n>m\ND  npiDt?  mion  omm  nivyfDnr3->nt?an  riipnin 

Dip  .7ipnn  pp  bv  mobnwnn  ‘^^'ra  nbnn  n>it?>n  nivy>3nnn  .o»wfDinn 
,vynnDnN  piNin  ,ninini  iipnn  iw  Nip^vj;  ,nit7>npn  >ddnd  pdd 
.^n'pyj  iDpn  >m'i  71>d  nit?>npn  miDm  t^v  nivi  not^nn 

>iD  ,o>m  iDDnn  n!7  .i3>binfD  (oint^N)  oninN  pddi  'iNt^DDN^  nnn>  riN 
7N  ,0^10^0  nnpoN  >idd  D>Dnn  D>iip^n  vn  Dt?iN  .'ivib  Nt?  ni 
i>nNi  >mn  rmpm  pi:(^ipt?  nii>nnn  m^pn  bv  ot^nm  pddi  .D>mn  iivnn 
ij^Dp  *7^  Di'ip>>'i  nit?>npn  iipnn  iiv  i^n>^ ; nn>Din  nnn>'7 
.n>nt?>np  n>Di^ioiN  ipiii  nD>it?  ii>3nn  □>PDn'iniiNn  .Dmnbi 

i>t7>  pNTND  p>iiD  ^N^'invn'i  pin  711V  PD^ipn  >>>^^  nn>n2b  m^pnn  riN 
n\V  l>v:^  . "DDllID  UPDnD"  OnDDI  ni'IDH  ,(1835) 

^im^n  iin>^n  »nn  nnvD  n'>n  ,ppN£Da  d»p  iid  o»DiD>nn  vii  riNi  i^vn  riN 
; o^DVO  u 'ino'i  n^Dinn  ini^  ,d>d>!7  .>iin>n  pi^iDipn  pipd  >Dn>D  ihni 

^\inPDn  >D'innn  'ipdpdd  d>  v>p^n 

.iND  nnvip  rm>ni  inNt?  1868  iin^in  l4-n  udddh  uDupn 

>"V  t?vniN  inN  .D>ini  D>  nnni  n>iipDn  niUDt?  iimi  o^PDii'ini'iNn 
n>iDnn  nriNii  Nt?  nut?  .i3>bmD  Dni3Ni  int?  n>ni>  nin 

i>i  ruDnnn  Nin  Nonnn  p d^idnih  pidp  >3d  ,pi:iiipn  t?p  n>iipDn 

nit?>D  t7V  pp  p3>t7in3  oniiN  t?N  invn  ariDDi  hid  'innNn  .>n\nd  p>iid 
V'^DPn  Nt7  nv3Di3n  nu'>p>3  .pdi  'i^'ivpi  luvt?  t?p  it?  n>n  Nt?  nit?iDn  n3>nn 
niiin>vn  i)>n  it?  Nipi  nyo  "riDvnn  np>np'a  hnip  n>n  Dt?iN  ,ibip  riN  iin 
piiv  iuPDt?  nNoi  '|ii\n  niiiiD  t?v  ovn  iipt?  iiv  Nt?  i3>t?in3  dhiin  .n>Di'>n 

— >Dm3  pi>3n  mnNH  mii  ni>nDt?  3>pn 

• V*?  niPV  DID  VP1  D’>Dn  P>N  PIDV' 

'ivyv  in>t?^n  vt?inp  riDin 

,Vn  >t?33  iDinn  3p>  □> 

V>n  p 1DP>1  Jipn  711 
"•V^  vinn  t?N  1113V3 

>vt?n  131  Nii»  ,n>n3PN  mini  n>p^t?pn  nupn  nt?>nn  riN  ,ip>  Niip  ,Nipn  on) 

('’^7i^nn  3pv>  - iDit?3  ,7iiin  3p»  - n>Di>  n3  D^nn  Niip  t?v 

nit?'>npn  '|1>in  nv^n  'ivid  .D»D>i3n  D>ii>>in  t?v  luit?  t?>iPD  n>n  Nt?  pi>iipn 
.Diivn  7in  nt?3pnDi  niii>i  N>n  p t?v  ^piv'?^  ii>np  D>P3iiiniiNn  in^> 

nvP3  .nit?>npn  t?p  npt7niD  n>DiiiPiNt?  n>p3iiiniiNn  npnin  n>n  npit^nnn  vt^p 
113V3  .oruN  ni3»nn3  o>P3iiiniiNn  ini  Nt?  ,nipt?nnn  tin  t?3>pi  ip>n  3iinp 
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n’>iip2  ,(1871)  ninvn  nDpn  vpnnt?  dn  on 

'I'lnNH  nib^npw  ,nv’^npn  N>n  na  nouinn  *ip>v  .p^i^Dipn  mobnnt?  n)3n 
D>bt?Dn  yn  .ni^Dn'mp  ii'p  nih'i  inv  'int^'iwn  nnio>  nnniv  ^UDninniNn 
.niiD^  n>n7  niVD  nnvi^m  p>N  nv^^npn  ,nN\  ov  ;ib  7i>>n  nvnt? 

- nt7Ni  (>i!71no  - Ti'^vvm  'iiwba)  nvN\:J7:!i:3ip  mb^np  iN7p3  nbN  .nb>3nn  ninon^ 

^ODmnniNn  pnn  nib>np  .nvPDmni'iN 

^Kvimpn  'iD^NH  !7N  Nt?  ,nnnN  mb^np  vn  nbN  nnvn  D>Dwn 

nit?>np  VDt?  7WN  ,>\:)£DWD(status)  nii)33  ppD'iiinniNn  t^N 

Nipnb  ^D\  pupn  >o3v^>nn  3^d3  nNWD  yvDr2  .P7>3ipn  nn>^inn  t7N7\y> 
7iu>  *7^  nnmvn  mt^^npn  .D7ipn  3^nn  bw  - status  quo  ante  nit?>np  - 7n)3n  own 
Nt?  ^ODniniNni  ^Npn^^ipn  yyinn  ,id3  nnnNHD  it?7iD  r\\  'inp^v 

.1927  7v  nD7D  'imN  non  'id^vi  poD  ,iri'IN 

nt^^np  7'aN  ,nnt?  n>n7>  n n'nn  Nin  status  quo-n  d7T  p>V7n  n^m 

70N)3  pnv  nni  nimn  ,07>^'ipn  '>^vi2  'imijpnoa  ooN'ino  ;tJvniN 

n inipnn  nnpvn  in  o)  nt^n  n'it?n)i  nnnN  nib>np  .D>7nN  onn  onnn 

,nN7n  .nP7Dn  >3n7  t?Dn 'm  onnnn  ,7N)n  ,NtNn’>N7>3  ,'iN:iN73N7  ,n>n7> 

7''b7n3  .'I'lp'O'ioNoon  pnN  riDpnb  >iN7b  nn  pD>o  n>n  Nt?  in'io>on 
t?v  D>on'>n  ono  ,in>n7>  n37  - n>nnDon  in7>^>  .^n  D»n  n>D7>  n pno  (1874) 
>>n3  7nvn  o^vnDnn  D»iPon  riDipm  'in>V7n  'in^  tin  >>nTn  hdo  d>70V  .O'ann 

.n>7'in>n  nt?>npn 


.t7vniN  n373  ,"7Tvt?N  n7ip3"  bvn  - 7tvt7N  n 7niT  n>n7>  n Tn>oD  nnNt? 
,iip"Oi\:>N\:)on  77on3  Nt?')  t^'inn  vnN  noi'im  pn7  Nin  7not  in^m^  n>oN73 

inn  ntv^  n'^^npa  nmo^  .nnnna  1>!7V  bvom  >n^n  N(nt?n  b3N 

nD>3  vn>n  "7>Dnnn"  ,(Huszt)  oom  nil  (p>o  D'nnn)  p>o  hod  37n  0311131 
nnipn3  nppn)33  - pin3  - nnio  7tvt?N  n bo  1T1107  .omniNO  nnD3  nn^onn 
on^obn  ...iPn  nni"  :13T133  noo  riN  onpnn  iniN  n3>o  ,7nN  7^0  .□>3in3n 
7>Nn  ...non  7n  niN^on  nmin  pnin  d>i  n37  n70Tin3  D70>bi  7^  b3D  3nb 
bvniN3  7'’3N  n>n  mo  ^^ni  3"'>  ...ibn  nnn  N3  70N3b  ini^nn  pniV3i  inT>3  3nn3 
mp33  7>  nbob  lopn  ion  ,vo7  '>oin  ,o'>voi3  vn^  >bV3  lop  73  7nN  ; nb>npn  b33 
,nvon  in  d>n7>  Tib>np  7o>i  ...nb>npn  n773i  >3  pivooi  ...n  nbm  n>nonb  'n 
ibni  mo  nn  bvmN3  7iv  7Noi  73  7nN...n7NDnbi  D3b  7oiv  ovn  iv  n"3  70N 

""''.7N1i:(1Nb 

Nino  .inN  bv  i'>rmn3n  73>b7nD  Dn73N  bo  m - >10  7^0  .hhn  nv7  >nit 
bb3  nt  n>n  Nb  ,inv7bi  iip'OioNoon  Tib>np  tin  oioib  Nb  n>D7>  n bv  vnon  7p*>V3 
37n  TIN  73non  into  nn)i7b  .n  vvn  nb>np  on73  7iDvb  37  ^n  bo  I7i33b  nnno 
Tin303  ni3i3n  73nn  i)300  ,^nni  N>p3  ,(Nagykaroly)  >bN7p  bo  n37  ,ob73  7>no 
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n>3i  nninb  pnn  o!7n£)  am  oiTt?  Np^Dvyi>  hdud  inrvy^Ni  n’nw 

oiDWt?  D^univy  nKDDt?  iPN  iiD  .HV^nn  DN  nni  Nin  wmnn 

.>'ib>Db  m^ni^nn  nn>n  n .Nv^np  Nninn  ,D>nn  nb)V  nv^iDi  innom 

.in!?  nDN  ni^nn  niD^  nb>npn  >inn)3  nvn^n  v^)n  inin 

- t7Vif^3  biN  ,(1886)  mb^np  >nvy  irDpi  iv^Nin  n dv  nt?'>npn  dn  >b>D  uiv^dh 

"^t7V^1N  DN  nin  inNt?  mv;n  n>^nK3D  ,‘iinNDi  'vt>v 

n>ni  1887-n  >pDn'in*i'iNn  :D>t7n)  tw^d  >nn  >Dvy  ,Nif^N  ,nNbpn)3 
nb>np  t7n>n  nuir^n  n>n  i^ni  l888-n  ; inv  ihind  d>iw  hdidv^  wnmn 
.D>in‘7\:)>>\:)  nwD  n"iD  ,ptJ  onp  nm  wiidh  nn  .up'uioNUPn 
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IX 

nixH  r^v^D\  '\v^v^  inn  n^vy  d>  nn>n  (1867)  nn^imb  nnopiN  yi  won  r\w 
nubniD  n>oiDt?“iTiN  mb^npn  nipw  pD  D>iwn  rmwva 

□iNriD  inp  nnN  ,nnnn  D>nv£)i  ,i2in  nip  nvown  pnv^n  iivn  iivno 
nb>np  bDDi  nb^np  ninn!^  '>\iJO^n  n>n  >7'in>  .nib>np  \yi!7vy  D»nvy 

JIN  pi  ni  >D>i£)  .niiDi  n^^^np  o'>pn'?^  wnob  ‘^^2^^n  "2^  '>2V\ro  pt?n  it7>DN  n>n 
nnoiD  Dvpn  o^DiiiV  D»\yp  iDniii  o>p'>)3n  ^Dt^v^D  ifiOD  yMW2  i>niniN 
int?>npD  \y7iDn  >7'in>  "22  m^nnn  mpn  vpnnt?  ,NifiN  nt^wDDn  .n!7>npn 

))o\  pifi  77Nin  ,D>n>‘7)  .inw>7fi  ivmn  iwn  D>D>Dn  riN  7>Dint? 

nnnm  nwvi  ,D>PDnin7iNt?  ()i!71n>i)  D>ND7>iipn  pn  pi!7>fin  (.d>iw  wnn!7  ni 
ninnfinn  t?vy  Niii>  bvifiD  mn^n  7in>iin  anpn  nv7n  bv  bapni  Nini  ,vnp  nvfun 
7iu»  >7D  7v  D>uDnin7iNn  >y?o  y2  iwo  DbiN  .11DD  uii)3  n^mnn'n^nnnn 
7vy  DP7D  ,nT  nN7Db  .p''*!  ubnni  nwni  ,nnN  7>v  linn  n77Di  n'2'>np 
DN  H'2H  ,n'2'>np  7'iu»b  niD^H  riN  n!7>3>nn  ISSS-2  nipn  rmnnm  n'in7n 
- niinn  D>7>pnn  .n7  >ni7\y  pnt?  D>'>n7:in  7wn  ,7in>:^  nnum  D»pt?  W7nn 

.711D  777  Tuvi^vt?  oniDn  n>n  Nb  ^2N  ,nipn‘7  - piDD 

(nn7DP)  n>niiioiN  n>PDi7iniN  n!7>np  n)3>pni  ni>7Nnn  t^vniNn  □>7>pnn  t\iv 
,\y7ip  nnvy  DV7  ,(1891)  N'77n  OP111N7  1-7  P>Vtl7  nipnn  D1P7D  0707  71V  n7771 
77n  v^77  w>N  7t?N7  t?np  >177  .w7nD  ni7i\y  ,nNbpn  dn  dv  7177  n7in  N>n 
'.iip-piONoum  n>U7nin7iNn  nt?>npn  bw  o>77ni  d>177  hdd  nin7ii7  vny'^vro 

,\j2ir2  n>7t?  ni'ii7n  ; 711P  - n^DW^  n>n»i>7->n>  ri>i>ot?  N>n  ’n^t^p' 

n\  vv)7  vy77n  n>7  .Dnui77  Nin  D7inbn  - u D>7Dpb  .nii7p  ^ovoio  pmini  opinvi 
,ni>ii7  PN7D7  D>-nNi!7p  inp  16-n  nnron  p .nt?>7n  oipn  di 

Y)1^0f0  piO>V  t77  n>n  Nt?  17ip)37  nNt^pn  >7\^l>t7W  IIVDD  .771  0717P1N777  ,nilOt7N7 

ni>iviD  7iD>t?t7i  nt^in  D>t7>nn  n7>DNt7  7^77  on  iN7pi  piD^t^n  nt^ii  7nN 

D>7>pnn  .v^yoD  nt^^np  b77  nNbp  n>n  v^i77i  n>ui77  .7771  D>t77N  n>7t7 
\i^77Ki  n>7  D>  \y)7wo  Ninvi  ,>i\:)>7  nnb  >77  dvi7  dh^v^  npi7n  n>7  tin  nii7t7 177>7 

“.□>71D>^^ 

117  ,D>i7b\:i»\7  7ui>  nwD  n riN  77  D>7>pnn  ipkith  (1891)  N”i7n  ni\i^7 

nii777  D7ipn  p>7  ^w  nw  n ."nwn  nnvi>”  vn)7  7\:)in  ,n7in>  t?N>nip>  77n 
1!7  7WN1  17>vb  7Wn  ">7nnn  U)7W''  bv  7W7!7  HDW  nil77n  7n7  .7ipD17\:)Dl  71771 
17>  n>w>  ^pi>i  ii>ni>  nvin  ...711  D>\y>w7ni  D>t?>N  ,D>\i^i7p  di7  ,D>oni> 

0711^1  7W  ni>nb  piriN  n7Wb  ^>N1>...11>777  N17>  1NU7  7V  ,11>1>7  777n  n>n>  >71  ,ll>bv 
"2^  in7i7vin  ’Mi>Ki>7  n7nD7  iip7ii  n>viD  nN7pt?  ii!7>ni>i  ...nN7inn  nu7  bv  7Wi> 
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nnm  w>n  “idwni  vuw  >in  D>nint  15  nnn 

,nt7>npn  wni  ona  pwNnn'i  nmin  im  o^D'inn  n!7>np  >inn  d>^i)3wd 
7171  n>nwD'i  vd>  oin  Nt?  7PV  nwn  nt?  ot^iN  .u»7i  o'»n  pnt^N 

\(1887)  roin  riDwi  loi^  .NiN’^'WNpNitJ 

pt7i  7>v^  HT  37  n>n  oin  .D>'i3t?\:)»\:)  non  n pDn!^  n'lmn  ini  iiv  vinN 
,D>  HD'i  n)3>3Dn  nt7'>npn  .7i)3t7t?i  iDnin  n>33  d>^w  hdd  nnwt?  t?3vw  ,'int  Nm  wp>3 
riN  71V3  PP>3D  P ITVpN  '7  TIN  DlipDl  777  nilDt?  n>373  '7  73W 

nn  n>D73  n N3  pnb^npt?  iin  7Wpn  ovp  owt?  nt?  nnpt?  ni^^pn 

.V7  n>3  3Nt?  >1N73  ^'ip'^ri  'I'lvo  n>n  iv^n  p>n  ,n'm73  ,D>vi3p  D>^Dn 

733  v>\:)iinvi^  ,\ypp>D  7n  nt?  nN\y>^vi^  ,n)3p3  nni  ,n3  nri>n  ^vv  n\y)3  nt^ 
n>33  nn  i^nm  n>33  3vy>  nx  >3  ,ni3n  ,N:i>  .hn^  pin»  Pdid  p7>3  'innvn 
r\iy)  37p3  7ni>3  ^nn  >r3>^3  m D>nP  n(73  ,n^  nN^'in3  iriDn 

V7>Dt?n  7DPDy.;n3>\y'>  d>  7d»  (1898)  n^nni  n^nriD  717  n .D>7>onn 

1\y77D  n>33  717  n DniN  7Pn  >3  7p13)31  n>^pN»3  Dn>V^  71Dt7t7  1PN  1N3  .371  7t7n 

.7n>  D>  ni7>unt?i  niint? 

.nmot^wn  niiivnn  7in  inn  o^iv^  iiv^v  oP>  mint?  n3>pin  miiin  ini  nt?N\y 
7Nwnt?  ivyp>3i  iPn  N3W  ,iu>>  bv  - Hwvnt?  - Dnn  037  >3  ,po  n>373  n t7\i^  ninnn 
N3>t?  310  Di>  ,oN)>o  ^o  37n  n3>nn)3  nini  no73  n P Vn  >3  pinin 

ND>t?  310  D1>  n .''^Npi1)3)3  37n  JINIOHI  PV3  717  '7  t?0  1>1DN1  71V3  ,D>13!70»0 
nnpt?  n>373  nb  P vni  hniihi  piov>  7i7  ni  nb>npn  bo  nil  nip  n>373  no  ,po3 
7103b  .n>3n  dPo  7V7VP11  nnb^i  n7>  niDO  Nb  ninbNn  oy  .vpnn  ihn  hiid 
Dip)3  Nb  '1^700^  pvniNn  7ipvb  innD  n>n>  o>>n  >3  ,n>373  n ninn  po  ,D30in 
- Nbi  ,nii37n  nion  v\h  P nnpb  D>07in  noPo  7in  037  ni3*>  ^ni  ihn  nono 

.ipp^n  73Nn 

□3onbi  310  nbn  □>nin>in  inNb  .730D  d>)3V3  nniii  n>373  n nbn  ,b^Dn  vi7b 
nptn  ’^(^<p11)3  n>on  bo  nbiDVPn  .it  noin  pin>:^d  niii  77^1  ovo  b3  7iv  n>n  Nb 
137V1  .Dn3b0»0  n>3)3  D>137n  b31  lHY2r2  37n  n>373  n P3iob  Pdv  Nliobi  n73:i1 
IT  770^31  (1913)  >"V7P3  pniDOH  nb'>npn  bo  pinin  03  bv  3oin  717  ni  Pi7>n3 
>7>on  PV71P3  PNTH  n>D'>i3n  ppibn^n  73T  7Noi  ,DPon  p ^i>n>  710  7V  pnnn 
7nNn  ,77313  bb3Tinb  i3>oin  70N  ,>oNPoni  >'iiNpiiDn  - Piinn  >10  ovpi  bvniN 

.077)37  7>33  >1071  TINbpi 

>73V7  1)30)  '1)373  377  (1887)  T")3p73  711377  03  7N  037  lip'OIONOO  7b>7p3 
1>7nNbl  ^(1890)  yn73  1)3>7‘'|03  7bn)3  IHN  7031  N17  .7N)3  71ip  '|)3Tb  (>b  V17>  Nb 
n .7b>7p7  ON73  7)3V  710  D>70V  70)3  ."D»10  >3"  bV3  ,0»11  01)3>lPp  7'7)3  7731 
>3733  0>7)3N)3  0073b  737>7  N17  .037  7>)3b73  7>V1i  b>n  733  007377  01)3>lPp 
'1077  377  7>7  .(1881)  N")3773  71Nb  N1i>  0>017>71  0>0177  bbl37  17301  0»717>  7V 
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nnnvn  im^riD  ‘Tunn  dnidi 


Nt?>)0  n I"!  H'nrD  d>  nt?>npn  niD  'inDb  'innn  'i>D>n 

HDp  innin  riN  ,D'iNnD\:)UNp  not?  n>n  riN  : oun  on>pDn 

^^‘^^^^)  p£)u  bNnvy>  n n>n  t^vniN  .owNONiun  D>nnt?  vi^ninn  n>nn 

nn^^ma  D»“nn>n  nvn  '>2T^D^  D>D'invn  t?Dn  ovio  Nin  .194  - m'luno  iDon  .invn 
- nvn>n  nnnvn  n>7D'i!7p>^^N2  o^nn  doiv  nriD  ; nnnn  nvn  >3nD3i 
"Nit?  ipn  ; OpNip)  't^iDU>Nnn  (ovi^ONiu)  ’nfD'i^n’  - nvn  >nnDn'i  (pnvvD) 

!7vy  'iPD^ND  ^piNn  Donun  ‘I'iNt?  N>^'in'i  >‘nn>  nnt?in  riN 

in^inD  >D>  TIN  .NONO  nt?>npt?  nnv  ivjhd  ,1912  7V  ,t?vniN3  d^iv^  vwn  .nn>Dn 
IHN  invi  0>^W  I'lWV  ,1925-3  3113  131  .1W31  >^>1  ^733  n>t7N  3Wpi1  n3W  t7VniN3 
nnn  >7in7  niit^in  jin  3iJi3b  >jiv33  n^n  bvniN3  >TiJin3  >^>3"  jin  13\v 
7J133V  D>7jij>3  .nj  N\^iJt7  iwipin  7)3i03Dn  n)33i  D^Jinjn  iiu7N3  >ni^>nn  .'in^^dn^ 
(nJivi^Nin)  Dt^ivn  Jinnt^n  ,d^in  .>ji>J3ji  '^JinJi^ii  Nt?  in  ,3nN  Dipn3  '|n3t7 
11^3  t7V3  ,\y>N  t7VniN3  nJIV  J1Vt7  .7JVV3  JIN  D7W>nt7  t^Nb  inw  □n>J7D'P  D>33W)3ni 
jimn^n  n^on^vniop^nb  3\vb  n>nN  >3  ,313P  >jn  ...vjv3  nnvt?  t73i>vy  ,nvi7injii 

^".7J113pV3  N137  3V.7N  ,V7'>Nn  '2^  1J1713V  bV  t^pNI  n>3>Jin3 

,3130  . J1^p)33  nJ1W  1333  1J13J13  JIN  N^D  n>D311  lJ131Nn  nt7>np3  J11133n  33W)3 
J1>)3W3  3n>11  Nt7  Nin  ^3N  ,(1888  - nn3Jl)  3N11>J1N  Jlb>np3  33*7  30bN  '3  333  t73p3J 
NinW  ,31J>^33  p3P1  p3U  ,3)3lb  30t7N  IH  HO  t77>3  .bVniN3  311333 

t7V31N3  33  - N13  D1  131  301113  it^DI  3>3\:)01N  3P>p  r\'>n^  ,^\V  N(lN33t7  3>313 
N13  37\i713  ,3^131  3t7>3p  33>3W  ,3N11111N3  V/^  ^.13  3N  3t7>31  3nND  .3N11111N31 
VV'>y2  30^N  n .p31i  331D1  ^^>12  p>3  1333  W3>3  >31^  '3  ,1>3n!73D  3nN  3N  !7V31N3 
t7V31N1  "pi3D  Nli7  \VK1”  3331>3  ^73^7  31W  >3)3  D^')3V3  Nt7N  ,t7J)31N3  Vi7133t7l  3p3t7 
1>V3  ,13>V3)3  INl^  DV  3nN  3WV1  1313W  311W  313WV3  3WN  ,p>3  \i73>3  >31i  ’33  333\ 

.3>J)3  >313>  ^7^73  t7\77  t7)3P 

.33b  >p>n3)3  D»11>V7  ^3N3  lbbin33  1867-3  3>31113b  3>30t71N  yi  t?1>33  3nNb 
D»11>Vy3  1>3  lNb3)3Nn  b3N  ,>Ot7>bO>3p3  pv;)33  331331  \171V'73  l>b33  33  ^133 
’>(lN3NU"bl)31N'N\i7Np  y2  ^03  3lb>t7)3  13113  ,D>V7>33  lbN">N  lbbPl  .D»3VT)3 
3>31113  V3V7  3nPb  33\l7pi  3>V3V;  ,33>3  3>3>D3  3Nli133  .3N’li'bl)31N  - pD  3nNbl 
lip>3b  bl31  33Nb)3  3>3  1N3  3011  p bVI  ^03  3lb>OD  3311i  3301)1  bl)31N  .3>013b 
N13  ,90-3  3110  3b>n33  31310  ,>103  bl)333  .D>3311)  31N3  p>0V30  ,D>30pi  31113P 
□blN  ,3p>l)3  D>01  ,D>331V  l^ND  3bl))3b  13  1331)  .p2V  >31^13  313>l)b  30133  3>3 
.333333  Nb  n3331  3>1)3  3bl31  3>01)3  .33>1  31V>03  0330)3  333  33  Nb  1)3J  3131)3 
bo  33b>3331  333ip3  3N33  1103  p3  p D1  3b33  D>31  bD03  bO  33>30  3p30N 
>33  3)333  33N01  3>01)330  111>33  .313333  11311  3>V3  313133  13li13  .3>331in 
3lb>l)3n  bo  30333  N3nb  D1  3131)b  l»n  31li»1  D>311)n  bl3>l  13>Oin  ,D>10p  n3Nb3 

.3>b3b3n 
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■vynm  n'>DDf:)nDn  nn>:)in!7  'io>:)Dnv^  vod  n'^n  opt^in^t^n 

o‘>b“T'iKD  nnp>PD'i  nnv  N(niN  N'ln  ; 1848  D'>t7>D 

t?nN  ,n>piDn  nvdp  npnii  ,npin  nin>i  .n>minn  ninnn  I'int?  "ith  Nt?  IN 
Nt7'i  nniNH  npn  o>“iD>Nn  Nb  ,nnnni  ninn  mnDW  diopn  nwvi  Nt? 
riN  ^2V'>r]  iiw"?  D>>^7iNDn  nn^^vnn  un^nn  '>n>wvnn  ON^iot^non 

Dipn  riN  Nbnb  ,n'idn  pNa  o'>l^^\'> ; ni>‘nn>  D»7>t?  ddin  in^^m  n>wvnni  nnuDn 

'\n>m'ina  ipnn  D>'>^>nn  idv^ 

80-n  nii\y  Viw  pm  pnon  DnmnfDnn  n>w  riN  '\h':?oioh\  >7^^ 

^N  nn)3n  "ph  Nt?  7Nt?PN'NO>\:?  nt?>t7v  bw  oniDvn  .nnwNnn  ot^'ivn 
D>7iTNb  7im  ,pD  Nb  nv^w^oiN  n'lD'in^  .nnnn  n'>D7i'iN>n  na7>pn 
riN  nv^fDN  ^t^vniNa  nnnww  ,n>b7a>t?n  nnt?  nn^iiD  .n>7mn  D>7nN 

.bvniNn  n>t7inpn  nmiDn  nn>n  nnmnnw  ,VL^>bN'ii  Niit?>N  ninin  nn^nn 
npDDH  n>n  n>nn  niNiiinn  ^nnv^nt?  pDib  nnN7  Nm  ,n>b7a'>t7n  nnb 
>iin>  vn  N^  ,D"DVN'i  '\0P71D  200  n^nnn  'iip-DioNoun  n^>npt? 

,Dn>ion  on'iip  17N\i^i  7WN  ,!7nPDai  ninnn  omvw  >od  pt^ODNT 

.pn  '^N^r  D>7pnr3 

nuuaNH  n>n  dv  pvdh  Navi^r^t?  .D^mnm  o>Nonn  vn  nbN  vvn  nbi>p  >i>n> 
.>nnDn  n>2  Dt?nt7>'i  7"i  nim  ,n'iN)o^V3  nriDi  nn^im'i 

n>a  !7\y  niD'ionnn"37  nav  onion  noin  yio  n^i  nn>n  ,i>pont?  inono  dv 
o>07n  nnnn  .D>nv  D>^in  bo  onoo^Nb  innnn  D>nnb  nn>iin  riN  171V1  D>binn 
>o>n  b3>po  ,D>NDnn  y^ia  73b3  'I'lONin  n>n  yio  7"7  '^\o'>373  i^'>oni  nomn  tin 
p7>70  <ibnN  7"7  : norNon  bo  nnonn  Dnin>  iDn>3  moi  bo  nmon  .>7in>ii  nnob 

77ni  piND  7"7  ,bVniN3  yiO  OIH  7"7  ,Nlinin3  7b0in7  p^b^nmOND  7’'7  PNP103 

”.7ivi  >Nn>n"'>Nn 

o>7in  ;>:^7N  ^p>n3  mononn  nnnm  bvniNn  nom  poNnn  o^boonn  nnn 
n>3  non  Nin  7nvin  >7oo'iNn  >iD>7n  >n>3  71^  nNiinvi  yi  imv  ,(1925-1835)  >NTNn 
onm  bo  o^pninn  7nNb  novi  n^iiO^^inNn  nriNb  .n>niNbn  imb^vo  bbn  >n3^  'in 
nnnnb  r\D\  ,p  d>  bvniN  7>b>  ,(1932-1851)  >Nmn  oonN  .(>'ib'iNn)  >N07iiipn 
no  bo  on^N  .no'io'i  ^Nnnv  ,poon  nm  ;n7'inonNn‘>oiN  vi^n  dv  oinbnob 
.0170  '-.7>V3  nionnnn  ninoonn  nnN  ,7n>b7>70  nnn  nn>n  nbNn  o^o^nh 
'l»o:ini  nniooinob  vnn  ,nNi07  7nb  .Niv^bioa  7bn  (7bonip)  >7N7ip  p>7770 

' \'li7N3  bo  nbi^N  HNinn  no^  .niNon  nibnn  >ionn  inib^von 

,D>7in  nnnn  pon  lo  iN^n  ,>nDV  noo  n>3  ini>n  ^n  bv  ,din31oonp  noo  n>3 
,D7ipn  P703  nonno  ,7>in  bN70>n  73b  .n7>7i  >7  nvoin  - onoion  ov3  loono 

Onn  .7in>b  >700  Opbn  ,D>700  30  D070  NIH  .>7N770  >(Nn>N  D1  DO  7n>b 

' ^’131  >73V>7nin  '|ib>n  i7V ; n>73vn  'nimn’n  tini  1017  bo  '’b>nN"  jin  Ji>Ji07iin 
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.nnN  ,!7N7vy>  nnnn  m^r2  : nD>^v)3  ninvn 

D07DI7  nn7>n  Nin  .oiNiJuuNp  7£)D  n>n2  D>Dvy  nnw  ,!7vniN  7>b>  ,7t7D£)i^p 

'I'inv  innD  nwv^  70-n  D»:i'mD  nv  unDni  nmn>n  niDin>v7 

,DNn-nb>npnr3  D>ODmniNn  nvy>7£)  dv  D>t7\yn  Nb  7bDDi3p  - nn)3n 

o>  7n>n  7in>b  not?  73>n  .UD'ion  diu7D  'iriD  n invibi  ''D>77n''b 

nn)3n  n>D7>iN)n 

Nt?  !7nN  ,v:)7f^D  mmt?  y^v^:)\  p>^vn  1867  □>7in>t7  mxHn  pmn 

D>bovynn  nn>Din  .nt?nipn  Nbi  inbn  n^Din  nn>nvi^  ,nmn>n  n^ni^i  mvt? 
.mnin  7n>D  om  nbnpn^  Nt?  iiv  bD  ,n'ivymn  pm  n>^D>^mN3  in7  Nt? 

bvy  'ivt^vn  n>a3  vn  vvon  imi  nitjupron  ninin 

t7nn  (receptio)  nbupDD  nnmm  ma  niDnn  'iVDb  pnNDn  .n:^Dmn 
pnm  ODinai  v’tv  d>uv)3  712>^  >vy>N  nm  !7V  ,i869-a  >‘nnm  pi^npn  mv 
Nt?  npoDDUunon  mnin  d>  nn  ,D>n7  D>>vy>nt7  rmpt?  Nt?  nv  nniNn  .>ntnd 
niDnn  riN  b>Dvy)3n  mn>n  bbD  77D  vnn  90-n  niDwa  dI^in  .mbmpn  vn 

□>^\:)Dvy)3n  .>mN)3  uonN  ,pnm  bvy  phn  tdv  pn^nn 

•^npri:  receptio-n  pm  ^^n7>33  n't^nmn  Dnib>V3i  3>vn  3^in  n^mnn  mn 

.1895-3 

>33  ,D>D>b  ,^13  nDiwN3n  Dbivn  nnnbD  tv  rmiipn  nNnn  pm  pT3 

nn»PD  0303  T1V  Dn>!7V  in30  ,novTi3n  >o>t?  vnon  ti>>d3  "oibon  >o>"  - o>Tm 
D>^on  7t?n)33  n>T:i3mo  Mvn  >t?T3>t^n  bonom  "D'i!7on  >)3>"  nno^  ,dt3  .nonbon 
.pn  N>i1>  n>n  Nb  O)!  ’^3"nTN  - D3n  TV>03  PTm>  HNDD  1910-1870 

mioT3  niTTt?  v>:in  Nt?  ono  o>n  ,D>T>non  y2r2  nbni!?  i>v  d>ov)3  Nb 

mo  ’>mm3-3Tp'3  ppn  3333  ,1873-3(Ricse)  N’2i>33  TblD  Nm  ^blTN 

nb'i3>o  ,nTon  npbn  riN  T3Vt?  b3V  nt^v30  >t3  ,DNn  nbn>:  nimn  tin  .3>vt  >3100 
•PP  Tb>  n>n  T1V  7t7nN03  ,mt?ivt>  ibn  3Nn  .nn3oon  no33n)3  T33d  pt^n  mvn 
3in3N  1>nN1  ^t^lTN  1V>:in  73  .33  pt  313V3  N>n  7N  3303^  t?3N  ,3>DO  nNO>D  DNH 
.3nv  nmt?  nbv  n3n)33'i  nim3  n>t?io3  nTi3Vb  t73pnD  7t>nN  .d)3>n  >nN  3>3  t?N 

3103130'l3Nn  730)3  .3in!7  MH  0>bnn  ,N3pO  D>33P1  np>3)3N)3  D>3n3D  3V30n3 
TIN  'lt7>N1  Vb333  OmOD  XN  n>nO  ,31333  ,3133N!7  3013>3  T\H  3>3V3  D>)313>3  t>0 
Vb333  33  30V1  3133N  '^.3p>3)3Nb  V>m  731  13713N3  ^t^lTN  333  ,3^717  40$  ipbO 
30133  3>33  73V  ; 0733  Dt71V3  310p  p3N1  N13  Mm'?  330  33»3p3  33T  7^717^1 
3^»  333  D>10  6 313V31  Vir>N3b  30)333  1904-)3  t73N  ,'11133  3>3  ,3710">)3  31^»b 
,The  Paramount  Pictures'  Corporation  3N  70»  N13  Nt70  ,13303  'iV0  31p1^  .D>030 
313  3N  330  Nt7  00313)33  Ot7>33  0>N  ''\33333  ^70  3313>33  7>  )'?  33>3  !73N 
,0>3mi0)3  3333  3N1  1>313  3>3  3N  31N3t7  3)30  ,N'^>33  3p>3  OV3  >7)3  .133^3)3 
33>  13>3V3  0>73N"0  ,'1»^  N13  .31N>i133  >()3>p  Nbl  0»13>^  0>13D  ')1p>33  333^7  V»t7 
3131 1>313  3133P  7>t7  V)3!7V3  3>33  3p>3  OV3  . "0>Np>3)3N3  t70  0301V  3N  37>)33  t7V 
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D>\yDNn  p'lmm  nnpD  dm  h"?  ,D>baN  21  hd  '|iDn  ovi^  ^pnd 

.nnDwn  nnpD  nD 


n>n  riN  on  mno  l886-n  ONn'nt^^npny^  D>PDnin‘i'iNn  iwnD 

n!7  »nNp  numnn  nD>Di  in  pm  ont^vy  >*nu>n  iDon 

,'livyNnn  ^npn  wNn  .mop  nnpn  vn  oninn  D>Nnn 

vniN  .n^  )VV2  o>o>n  o>i  not?  nn  nopn  bo  'iwnn  dn  n:in  m»iio  >(nd>>n 
nmnn  Nn  ,1888-3 ,30'))3  bo  iKJvpb  n>^on  mo3  .oniD  >10  ov  nnyDib  ibnn  mno 
7>p3n  r\H  Nin  Nb>D  330)3  o>DV3  ;D>io  nnovb  pbN  30pnni  oi73N>  v'>im 
nb>npn  nmp  1907-3  .nonun  niuv  noo  31  3nN  1921-3  033  30N  iv  ,bin>in 
>73  ,n-'n  ,nin>3  >no  i3>oin  nio»  7nN  d^do  7ov3  .o7nn  n>3n  nm  001  07>n 
D>7>nbJin  lo^ovo  >73  1906-3  b\:)3nD  77on  .obo  '>7io>  73u  n>3  onob  b3i>o 
.(’H-'n  nin>3  bo  d'»i>3  n3>v:>n  ym)  >n7^N  730  n>33  n'ino  v37N  Dn>7'i)3>b  pmb 
nn3>nn3i  n7n>V3  1920  iv  bV3  Nini  >073  >n7TN  730  n’>3  n^o  nniN3  nn3i  ,i3b‘>N 
,p  >3  mn  .n-'H  n'iri>3  riN  o7nn  nnn3i  N>n  n7Tn  n>03nin7iNn  nb>npn  bo 
p3Db  'IN7  om  D’>03n'iniNn  37p3  o>  n>bb3  nb3on  n>ipnn  nv'>n7b  N(pn  N3 

.>pbn  'i'i3*>n  iipn  >73  n3'>n7nb 

D>)307in  730133  7nv)33  nv>3  Nb  n>03nir7Nn  nb>npn  bo  73on  n>3  riDpn 
n>n  Ninn  73on  n>33  ,n'>oN7  .7nv3  mPDvn  “[3b  ni3>om  d'in3Doonp  730  n>3b 
73on  n>3  bo  7V'i'in  o>bnn  n^o  nniN3  .73b3  D>n  u nnb  1930  7V  ,>D>n‘7n  70>nn 
n'i>03n'in7'iNn  n'lnoonn  bo  nmn  b30  'iNon  .no3  o)  b3pb  (iskolaszek) 

nn73on  nb>npnn  n7in  b3  - n>Doi  din3Doonp  73o  n>33  n^o  nniN  iv  nnb 
730  n>33  n)3b>  Nb  nbNO  ron  bv  ,nt  730  n>3b  'in>3  3in  mbob  ^>7^)n 

2\'io73  on  inb>np)3  70N  ,>03nin7iN 

>bbnn  n>73n  730)3  .nno>n  n>n)30  'iip"0'iooon  nb>np  n7NO^  ,n3'i:i)3b  70>i3 
"“[17V  'inbio"n  >"3V  n>ni7o  ']n)33  n)m  N>n  ,7ni>3  d>ovi)3  vn  n>on733  n30 
137V1  nib'>3nn  ,noi3n  n>3  07)33  n3^in  n7inn  riNnpb  n)3>3n  .n7m  nin3p3i 
1N  '^ipo  Nbb  bN70>  bb3  bo  o^nbon  7nn)3i  7i7>ob  oNnn3i  nbnpD  >ipb  Nbb 
no7  mnND  n7noin  nNT03  ,73b3  n7tv3  NbN  ,bb3  no)3b  130>  Nb  o^oi  ;7i^>p 
>^10^1  HNo^n  nb3ip)3n  777)3  n70  D»nbo3  nbiN3  n7i)3no3  ,1911-3  n>ni  .>ini3 
nniN  n70>3i  >nv)30D  v'lb  n7'>)3vnb  73on  n>3  bo  >7i3>^n  7Viin  n7n>D  ,n3i7vn 

- .nn70)3D  7>)3 

V'>7no  ,n  nv3in  ni>nb  nb3>  bvniN  bo  iip‘Oiooo  nb*>np3  p7  n 7NI  n 
>7>on  V313)  bD>noo  o3n  ,'|iN>n  o7>n  n mi30  ,n>^>b>D  0310  07>n  >3^  n ,nbo 
>3  ON70  ,D'>77n  D>7in>  1>n  07n37b3  bO»3  n omom  ,7V1)31  n30  >)3>3  (>013>0 
n)3o>"  bo  'lo^n  077Dn  n>33  bb3nni  V3p  30>  y'^in  .yl2^  n73  ,n7io3  bnmn>  b3n 

"HOD 
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}^Y2'yv  n’H  7'nvn  ninn  nNnn  nn>n  n>t?*in>bn  t?vniN 

n)0VD  nnn!?  ,mn>n  ‘^^2'>^^\  »nn  obivD  pni3  Nt?  .n>vn  mwNnt?  7iD»n 

70  lb  nNt?)03  .D1N3DODNP  lOU  n>a  7V1in  nun  D>^vy  *T)3V'l  ,Dnn 

mbiv  nopwn  .i>vn  >Tin>  bbDi  pin  >Dn'iv  nin  inibm  dv  riN  i>>n  (1927)  n^vy 
n>‘T>on'n>uDniniNn  nw>>n  row  riN  noint?  bvi  ri^ni'Do  nri>n  ri>“nn>n 
?3Na  'un  on'in^n  no  diw  : na>w>  imn  n^p>\  rivt?  dvo  bNW  pnvTt? 

vn  run  pom  t?v  .n^  ovn  pin  o>  o ,70  >n'iD  Nm  >d  ,pui  it?  n>\ynb  vo'^  Nt? 

mvyibp  vnpn> 

rinvrint?  rioui^  nnom  1910-0  noov^D  opoDO  o:)bp  in  vipd 

^^.l-n  Dt?ivn  rDnt?D  niv  ,i>vn  *»n)3  iiormt^o  pbn  loo  ^v^\v)  ,Dnm>n 

7nv  .t^vniNoi  'iNt^ODNn  nnriorin  Nt?  n^iNi  n>wri'i  inND 

nuiD  p bv  pun  nwn  tiddiw  Pvhin  .D>!7Von  >bvn  ov^nd  D>nm>  d>did  >bvo  iro> 
riwnn  ri>n  iiv  ouiorin  ; v^u^n  pv)3W'i  oit?o  n^n)  >m  D>\:)mi  riwnn  >m 
mo  p^orow  iD^t?  D>)3>t?  miN  odd  own  p>nNp  inin  mo^n  np>)3ip  ^Pot? 
mno  Pnmn  pirwHi  punNn  boN  ,Hoii6haza-o  n>n  m^v  i^i>n  rm 
rioovy  Di^Pvi^o  ,noNpD'i  inuDo  nm  'iNPo^Nn  Dnm>n  pm>v  ip'^v  .^vniNO 

.yi  011VI  D>Non  Pw  ,l^<^  riio>D  ri>un>  ,D>Povyn 

>i>o  D»i^Dn  D»\:)P>oopn  o^DiriDn  .n^'iwNin  oPivn  tidh^d  n^io  1914  N(>po 
Pod  onD!  250  lU'^Dnn  pip'omNoun  riPmp  >do  .mwoD  2000-0  7iri)o\i^  ,d>i>V)o 
nin>  Pw  oroDDND  iivvd  tin  t?Pvo  Dm>oin  D>DnnNn  D>DirDn  >dw  .36  oipn  t\m^2 
.pn  DDHDw  p'DPv^n  m>'’  rnDOun  D>D\yn  Pv  nnri  roNO  oroipn  mmi  Pvhdn 
:'|Pd^^  rnnnD  hdh  iNomv;  pnnPnn  >v>odP  i>vo  mpm  d^vok  oPm  mo  >dw 
Pw  nnimo  "HDopn  room  rDnr'’P  7muo  >DwnD  poo  ronnn  mo  inNn 

.D>VDDion  r\H  iivot?D  DO  novt?  DoiDrn  nom  onm^  .o^onDio  pniNO  ,i>vn' 

riNp  >DDm  100  no>D  oiPn  rm^^vD  oipo  .nnnPDn  7PnDO  hdod  l9l8-o 
■io>PnD  pnDDmo  'I'loPon  r\H  noo  pnom  Poddh  oPhd  .rm>D0  rniiorm 
p ,pNo  rm^Don  rvvon  nor  mivDO  t?oo  .^onn  pm  Pon  pn  Poo  dtP 
Dov  rmoPono  Pod  ,rmrn  rmrvo  mot?  poo  rnPo  r>DomDN  nron  nt?>nrn 

.r  nvom  ir  101 

.PvniN  o>N  pNpNO  oooPn  i"i  poo  imvt?  t^irom  Pip  r\H  onn  poNi 

pm^V  po  yn  p>101p  .Egyenloseg  prvo  Nl1p  Plp  >NpNO  1”1  DOlO  6.7.1918-0 

;D>iD^r  rnr  D>im>  d^nPdd  rnoD  Pn  - rmP  nPn  ,r>imnn  rrmvt?  mN 
nPn  ,poo  nD^mP  ronnn  r>0D  onDO  ion  nn'>DOD  nD>N  rinDiNiDN^m 
ooNo  .hdhPdP  r>omnn  hdoo  rN^  t?oi  .0x0  rmoNno  oooDt?  Dnm>  ni>DVD 
nvoo  mor  rmooD  >oPni  riPmn  nom  Pv  01  no  oi  nonpn  n>irm  rnn'> 
.DmD>iP  m>P>D  Po  HDnPDn  mPD  Pivo  riNom  p>mNi  pro  rN  moDi 
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>7in>n  iud  nD>nt?  n)>b  D>pnt?  ” : nriDi 

Nnn  n)3  ,nN7:  ...o^n^uDn  D>Din>vn  dn  7'>^vnt?  ,D»p'in 

t?D  n^>>n>  .n>D^v  nDnnNn  nvwn  >nn  ...oDv^nn  VD^  n>t?t?Dn  nvnnn  niDV 
PNpNP  I'n  onn  n^Dn  "!Dn'in'>n  myn'p  '>n>)DN  n'ln^  pn>DN 

nwN'i  "?tJvniNn  vin  hd"  - 'innn'iD'i  7dn)d  >npnd  7"7  DP7fD  yyimn  m'] 
>\yDN  mn  D>7>nn  >v'>pD)3  nnN  vi^'ifD^n  n^von  .nwvnn  nnN  nvv^n  v'^om 
p>PDnb  nmoNn  D>t?t?Dnnn  riN  ,np^Dn  n^nt?  n>7D7i^N’\ 

,n7\:)won  nipf^nt?  ov^di  7>vn  iDon  >07Dn  nf^pn  n>n  bN  i^vn  onn  771 
>n  - *>NpNP  7"!  nriD'i  7>p'in  .n'inin7a  t?w  ut^pi  iiri 

noiDp  >\y7i!77"  p7  p'lp'DiuNOp  Jit?>npa  iv>f:)  Nt?  oipDn 

n^7D  nmn>n  nv77>t?'ipn'i  73nnn  1^37  nn7nn  'ind'i  ."77t?a  ruND  *>!77»3ni 
n>o:>bN  innn  dn  .bv'^bn  w>n  nin>n  nnai  >i)v  n'lnND  3V^1>"  .o^^n^N  niniDa 
r\'>22  niN3  t?7»3  nm2  n7Pn  n3:ii'in2  7ipnt?  Dn>v)3  dn  t^iN  ,n>t?>:iiN'i 

np^DH  n>n  d>  tn  Nin  - >773d  in  >DDn'in7iN  nuDD  nn  - 'irib^on 

'^ri'^DN  .^pinn  ^2')^l22  oit^nNi  noi3p  niN3  ^7)n  3wn>N  >dn  ^ni 

nvt77Dn  riN  7>\nN'i  vmriD  >7Nin  riN  pnvNi  ^hn  nih 

n>D  nw>)n  t?vniNn  n>7D7N7:N''cn  n7pDn  .'ny^2  n>nN  Nb  t?nN 

,nN^P  HD'IDDn  P773Dn  nP^DH  n>nb  D>7N7^N'‘C  '1^73  16.7.18-7  rt^VniNl  V7N  HD 
M^VD  pxnn  DN  1307  ."n7wv  nt^^on  v^dn2  D\i^  Dmn>n  17dv  7wn7 

JIN  Nn:ii  n:^^^  dhd  >d  ."!  jiin7Tnt?  iDb"  - ipviii  v!7>3jii  niD7  Dn>!7VD 
n\  .nn^vy  n'^nnn  77VD  Nt^^nn  i>n  onnw  on^UDn  it7>Ni  ,vni7ivJi 
- nnnt?  7N71N''C  N7p  /'?nt  HD  >DV'  ,D1NUbD>'>\7  7t?131N'>t7  nt^NWt?  .ini7>n  ,71100^? 
■N7iN'Tn  it?>nin  ,70-60  >17  d)  ,!7npn  ^7  riN  ; nt?>3rin  riN  ip>D3n  .'’!1wn77  oi^^n" 
D^UbDn  7f7N  D>>nP71  ,11107^0^?  n77Dn  nopn  J1>7  7>t?  Jl>WN7n  7700  t7N  on 
nn^n^  1^77  ,ni7in77  omn^  D>7N7iN’'cn  .*"uin  □n77N  t?7'07  n>n>  Dt?7i)"  - 

Nt?  npnpn  .onn  i37>ni  ,D>7in'>  mm  - 7Dit?  n^n  >7  ,d>7^}11  D>n77  .D>n7tJi 

.bvniN7  niiv;N7n  **oblava-n  nn>n  it  .no>t?7b  7nN  p>7V  Nt?  7N  nnt^vn 

077n  D"n7  .Nt?7pN11  771D7t?N  ,D>17n  7V;1  ^"07  t^^N  n7:7>7  6.8.18-7 

D>7n::i  vn  7\i^7  >roin7  nv7  Npin\y  pnDt77ii  >riwi7 ! Jii7>m  nwvD" : jint^v^Dn  >137 

.’’!wn7nnt7 


D>wt?7  o>D>  n7WDiw  ,t?vniN7  oblava  2W  nwnnn  30.7.18-7 

17^V  ^omn^n  jin  ; 7>vn  idw3  DnN7iN’n  t?i7>n  7Dwn  noiw  ,d\!;n3N7'i7D 
n777  wp>7  in  v'^^n  ,N::i>  Ninw  pp\  t?7i>n  vdii  b7  Ji777n  Jiiinji7 

JIN  D717D  inpt7i  7'>vn  777  Dmn>n  jin  iv‘7  D^moD  D>7n7  DnN7JN’n 
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ni\:)>V3n  D>3n3  d>p>d  >nn"  .d'>v'>d  nt^un  mw3  Dn>DP3 

■:snn^  mn'inni  oMy)^  nn  .i»n)3  3>^^n'nni  >nb  nn^nui 

- "niNiiin  Nbt?  nmiTHt?  D>7in>n  riN  iD>o'in  bvniNn  b3N  ,n3>3n  bN 

.'I'lnvn  nriD 

— mpnon  >nw  bv  d>7V  hqd  nni  >3ni 

riN  in>Dn  Nt?  ,d>d>3  N3  vy>N  'invn  <^n  : d'in3!70>>\:)  7biDiN>t7 

.D>7in>n  3n>  dv  imt7>3in  oninn  d>7v^31  int?>Dn  riN  d»p  Nb  ,n>bon'i 
3:>  Nin  n>n  it?>N3 ,13  3>ont?  in>^n  Nt?  d:!i 

DV  n3!7t7'l  DN  ,V^p  >^313  P'IW3  33n  T3P>n  .N(313  1N 

nt?nn  npnun  :33>o  bNinvy  .i>n'ivt7^3  in'i3>n'i  iDni  ,D>3N7^N’tn 

.nnownb  N3in  ,n3i\y3  vn  vrinivn  dn  t?3  .vyimb  30-n  or  nn^3 

D>3W1  D>33'IV  .^\1V^)  >333  DTIIN  37>)3Vni  n3::i33p'n'i:^13p  ni337nD  377in  D>7in>n 
0n>!70t?\:»)3  TIN  3p73  ,D»N33in  D>703Wn  n^iV  D>73n>  ^tJN3  .3in73  DPt?  3:ivt? 
^W2  D»N33in  0>7\:>3Vi^n  ,Dn3  OV3  n>7)37N73N'^  3D7nin  7PV  D>t?373  D^niDUl 
3n>3n  Nt?  D>P37Wt?  b33Nt?1  DPt?  33P3  Nt?  P3VW  OnWV  .DP1N  131773 

.13n7-10V3"13>P 


1-n  nViyn  mnb?2  *’3D^  7ii7  .nnji:in3  T’n*'n  mn‘’n  n*»n  oin  □n73x* 

.jninV 

.□mn*’*?  p‘’:^7*7  i7yi3ir  (razzia)  nvmuu^^n  mpnon  riK  7^0113  ht  0^73** 

innp  ,3>3i3P  ,D>71P>"Nbl  D>71P>  ,7>VP  >7333  PHt^VyD  P7p>3  3.8.18-3 

713i»  PN1  7nDP  r\H  107P>  P1V71NK3P  ; P>P  DP'>33  >7p>VP  p173>3P  .>'3N'^NP  371N>> 
D>p33P73  DP>303  PN  1N>:!i1>1  7>Vbl  ^(7NtJ  71V  1N13>  ^(in3)3  D>7niP  l^’P 

.>3"P7  t7N  VO>P  Pn!7W)3P  >3  ,ObniP1  P>7nVWb  P33P  3>^3P  DV  Pn>WP  .D*»)31pDP 

P31DW1  D»N33i  D>7V;iW  qiP>W3  '^3N7NU3  oblava  P37V3  28-31.7.18  D>)3>3 
,nOp  mnnp  □>P33  ,P3373  D>v>3np  D>71P'>P  b3  PN  173iV  OP  .OWN3N713D  D>w!73 
innnpi  d>p>)3  Dmp>p  t^v  I33"it7>\:)p  ,pi3i3wn  n3u  P7ip>3  i37V  .P3pi  731P 

.□>30110 

V>3P  NIP  ; 60  p3  >Np7313  ,'>l^^\'>  DW  7:i^V3  : '^(3N7NP3  P337P  P3nP3  P'>PW  PWVO 
P71P>  ,>1P"  .NIP  P1V  - ”>33  t7t7)3  ,H2^  >30V3”  ,W>NP  t?NW3  - ”?  V3V  P1>N3”  .NV^NpO 
V3ip  3P30  PN  1DOO  P333  ^(73  W^WpP  .7N73N’1P  70N  - ”!77nVi7t7  P>3i7  733  PN 
PP  imv  PN1  (PpO>N)  N11N'>3  7P3P  7>t7  D7ip  O^VUV^  ^733  133V7  ,P  7W30P  7>VP 
P1>^70  WP\^  □>7pinP  >333  7>t7WP  W>wpp  >Np7313P  .77Vy03  NWNp3  '22p'P  Vt73 

.>17PP  133 
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Nb  n npnt?''  : n>iDn  nip>ion  >d>  Dinn 

.'nnvi^D  n>n>  laD  nt  ,D'>“nn’>t? 

nmT)3  niooi3  onv  nDD3  idiv^  niDn  mpnp 

,TnnvD  D^vm  niv'ii  nnpm  ; nbwon  n^pn  nwn>\y  mpnut?  “np^D 

■>npn\y  pDvo  ni>iw“in  .obiava-^  n niDDi^m  n>b>vn  nv  riN  ninvw 

navn  bN  W2^y  nt?Ni  300o  onn  iwn  mp 

'’^\d2V2  Dimm  D>i'in'>  n)3"0'iv^»  ,nnDn  !7D  'in>D  Nt?  ,nN^  riDivt? 

Times-n  “iN^n  28.9.18-2  .N('in  n'i^2N2  22>i  in  nnv  nivniN^n 
o>Niinv  .\:)N)>t?-wi2Nn2Nmi  !?vniN2  nvinn  r\H  d2i  miDNini  nnmnn 

.n>2)iin  >7'in>  jin  n2W>  ,2"n2N  D>'>Npn)3N')  d»!7>in 

'inriD  n22nn  bv  nnnDi  m\r\  nbb22  (entente)  n^Donn  b\y  n'liinvn 

*]2n>nb  'iwnn  dn  nni  nt  ntn^  ^('l2>pw  ,np>^  N>n  ,nNt  dv  mn>  n>V2 

nini  n>2)i'in  nnn>  bw  ntv^in  .uiv'^o  bv^  nvi2tD  niin>b'i  >)3iNb  otv^^^b 

nniN  *Tp2\y  ^Jiibmn  bw  nitoNn  nm>nb  nvi^piD  hpn  N*>nw  ,12b  >2di2  >iv:»2 
.n^imn  ovn  bv;  inDr^nba  pbn  niinb  t2>pr  □nin>ni  nnnbnn  Dinn 

nnin  vdv  “[2V1  ,bvniN  >i'in>2  tV22  □»2)i'inn  D>2iiN'tnw  ,ibbn  D>D>n  d:^V21 
nv2  ,7n>  niV2'iN)3n  >2iNn  .□'>bwi2>2  n>22vn  n\:)>u22>:iNb  n^>2n  ]2H 

^^'.D>7in>n  nmn  bvi<>  wihd  nnnpn  n\uii  ivjh  ,n>22V)3n  m^invi  ,nnN  nDivni 

tNDNpNi  2222  : nr^nb^n  oin  >)2>2  b>  bv;  nmnp 

nnn2  n2>w  .oinhond  ,nn2v.^K3n  >2N  ; 01^2^12  nnov^D  riN  (Rakamaz) 

’-.D>2'in'>  onmu  43  niw  (Gaiszecs)  ’^(NUNbN)2  ib^Ni  o^niw 

Nbw  ,pn  '>b22  jin  2\yN  p2)Jinn  DPb22>bb  □>  ^(p  ow  nonbon  dvp 
'INbDDNn'i  bb22  n>2>Jin2  1918  t\w  bw  mv2iN)2n  . jm):)'inn  n22n2  bb2  ubpi 
26-20  212V21  □>212pn  D>D>2  ,lb'>N'l  '|N2^  Wn2rinb  l>nvn  riN  WN2)2  12\y>2  0222 

.2nV  2n'lND 


★ ★ ★ 


; Ji>u2p'in2  np>b2'i22  n2  HDpi  nn>Jin2  'ivy>n  20WDn  \2v:)iDnn  1918  22i\:)p'iN2 

.72b2  □>v!^7in  nw>Dn2  7ovo  npnnn  n 

wn)2b  iv^p>2  nn>Jin2  D>2nDn  .D>D>n  Dn'iN2  nnnvn 

111111  n>2iiin  >2b2  n>ib>  n2>N2  iini  no2Pnn  Jiioiivo  ,n>niiv  n27inb  ojint  jin 
.D>22  D>11NbP  D^OIV'^n  7>nJl)2  ^2VJ'>  'lNb2nNt  nn)22  .□^OlV'^Ob  '1J12V0J1  NibD  JIN 
7272  n>2iiin2vy  >22  .D>o\2>ii)2ipn  >7>b  22V  pobwHi  nbwnnn  nb2i  1919  ^202 
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nnN  DD^y)2  vn>n'i  np>Dn  D>7'in>  bvniNi  d>  p 

>n>n  nv  *i>V3  n>\:>p>Din'ipn  n)!7£))3n  >n>p)3  ,D»nt?v:)n 

nDiDH  ivim  “inn  nvn!?  pnn  ,^1^  NbNn  >21^)0^  ^D^^nbon  .n>onpin7n 
,7>vn  n^vmn  D>7an  'ivi^V3vy,D»nipDn  o>\:>p>D'iD'ipn  D>>>nDDn  7n> 

'>D>3  .onivi  D)ov  np>n  nv77>t?it?  nnv  nt^n)  'iwnn  ov  on'inTxn  nn>n 
71D>N  n'7>v:)n  nbwD>3nvy  'i'ivddi  npo  d>  bn  (dv  133)  o^ovr^n  >\:)\:»DiD'ipn  'I'lobvyn 
bbDH  ? 77on  b>b  riN  D>7in>n  7ii>D  ,n>vn  n77ivni  ,D»bnD  niMp\i^n  pivw  bv 
mpbi  ,np£)  77P  nD>7V  iipn  o>\:)vn  Nb  D>7in>  ?m\yn  t\h  'iv^7p>  nm  - 
Nb  7ND  D>\:)vn  p7  DbiN  ,^(7Nn  bD3  n'liDw  >n  nipn  inD  nanv  >in  ODino 

’^D7^vn  7nNb  on>7b  invi^ 

□>7^1^  i7nD  ,nP7n3  iDpn  >nn  bD  riN  nbv^nnn  nn>Nbn  1919  W7inn 
7V  ,7ni>3  7^p  pi  ni  n^D  .7>vn  D>nin>n  nNimn  rmpix}  >ivy  bvy 
bv  DDnnunn  D>\:)p>Dinipn  nu  7>V7  bn^nnvi^  >''Dvn  vi^7in  v^nN 

7nNb  n^inm  ,n7i  ni37vnn  nniN  ^bv  \y7'in  ^^v  7v  ,oi7Nn 

riN  o>D’:in  ..'|NbD)3NrDn7ni  bvniNa  >v:)P>iipipn  pubwb  >(p  nnvi^  ,pn 

p>innb  'iD>p'in  biN  r\w  nNVi^i  ,Dn72  pNONfD'vynNvy  7v  nnnn 

Ti7ipi  - D>)3>b  - nnvyvi  7V^N  p^vn  nninn  niDin  bw  "niopn  ninnn"  riN  Dnn>n 
ovn  >nn  pi  .n\y7nn  nP7nn  b\i^  nnov^n  n>pn'ibt?iD'^b  n>7>iin  pn  bii^i  invn 
.mob  bbD  7777  mm  >D'^n  o'in>Dn  .7>vn  bo  ni  >i'i^>p  vmin  n^i  nmin^  mnDon 
7)0  >D'^n  >n7iNn  nimon  biN  ^^^D>70)nb  nino  pm  npooNb  )N7  onnn  N7^n 

roo  Dvo  bv  i>7Dni  >Nn  07in  7102  737  iDon  >n7  >10  dn  d)  7Ji>n  pn 

nonin  id  vpOD  D>D>n  7^p  >mnn  ouon  7>Non  ,nNi  nDivb  ’’'\D>7m>bn 

^'^Duoinn 

onin>n  7)1  poDn  opin  vom  n>ooDmipn  nbODDn  nio^nn  1919  oodini 
ni7VD3  bb'inon  piDUD  ^ooDmip-^oiNn  ,”pbn  mion"  .n7nD3  b>nnn  7p>V3 
bvniN  .DD'i)3  1V)3))  1770)  D>37  ,ni>70N3  in)i7)  Dmn>  niND  .7p>V3  nn))in  bo 
■iDipn  pv:)bo3  b)7i  7>  ib  nnrno  mn>  b3  .nnnbDn  Din3  bi3)  n7»v  n33n  hd^^v 
D2^y2  ,1217)  N3  Nb  niV>)31  7170  bO  VOD  >7>b  b3N  .HIOODH  >7>  bV  777)  >00>) 
□>7>pD  :n>bn)>D  1773  p>)inb  i37>n  omn^bi  7777nn  ouoinn  bo  >b3b3n 
D>7in>nD  D>37  bo  OniNDn  17>3n  Nb  ,Dn>ni70DD  17013  Dn>)>Db  D>7nN  D>731V1 

.bi3)b  73bD  bN  oio7>)  pbi  nn))in  niniiNb 

2^Y2  n7)^>  ,n>nibi3)  riN  n)i)i>pi  n)>7Dn  dn  n7n>30  ,(1920)  p)Nno  oibo  n>73 
nnD  nov)  ib>Ni  noiipn  hndh  bo  n>)on  Ti>)inDnD  .Dmn>n  37p3  d)  o7n 
31,622  13  130>  1880-3  .nn))in3  nbi7)n  n>7in>n  n>oib3iNn  b))3  n>on>  pbODNi 
nvbv  pn  inNb  i>n  >oibi03Nn  D730D3  .onoinn  bbDD  11.43%  ii>no  ,D>7in> 
pobo  nnn  nN3  n>7in>n  n>oib3iNn  n>)inD3  n>7))in  bo  niirrn  r)i3pv3  .ni7>7'>i 
.n>oib3iNn  bb3D  10.09%  ,D>7in>  14,855  nni)  >7))inn  pbODNm  ,>p3iboi3')^ 
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,Db'lN  .DUVi^'inn  8.5%  ,W£D:)  12,542-t7  >Olt?1U3Nn  DlfDUD  D)  11^  10  lUVD 

ovntJ  n!7n>n  n^P'it^D'iNn  !7vn  n'>un'»  npnt?  nnn  nx  2^)02 

,'lNt7£)nNn\i^D  nbn)  nmn'>  n>o')t70'iN  nji^n  'N(!7'i3NU  nnnn  pi  .ni^n)n  onvn  riN 
.onmNn  Non^n  nn)on  'yyj  D^nw'inn  n>pn'>  Nt^i  mwoin  ioudd 

mn>D  Dui  o ,D>NiD  1920-n  '|Nt?0)0Nn  iponn  D^^ou^ooun  D>i'inin 
□n>pD  .miYJH)  inPD  ,ni'>vi  n^wvn  ,D>niv  t>n>>  .n.i  ruNt^pni  ipuv  nnon 
D'>N£)n  DiDun  n^n  ni  ,nt?N  n)3ivt?  .d'>ov)o  vn  "P^  inNH^  n3iv”'i 

11  nnD\y  ‘ ' .'in  >01^  46-1  D>NDn  30  : D^inN  ninn)ot?  nNHwnn  pn  mivi 

.nniN  n^niDH  nn'^m  nnnn  n^nnn  n>t?i^DiNn  '2^22  nronm  tin  nvnon 

>10  i:ii£)  D^mnn  nNiwn  mvi^m  nil)  .iNn  o'^v^p  d'>>0'> 

unmi  - own  vn'^i  l920-a  ppni  omnn  v)ow  piv^Nin  nbn>nn  pm  .nv:)v.^n 
>”ov  D>7m‘7n  niNo>tn^iiNt?  Pnpn^w  pv^nn  ni  pm  .(numerus  clausus)  nnNbp 
pN  mn  ,6%  nmibDiNn  Dmnm  opt^m  inNyo  ; n^vm  nmiNt?  niD>'>nwn 
>i>in  T\22^  "2\j  nn>)o:^n  i^\2r2Tt)  N(pn  ,ni£)N  ,Nn  nuoDn  nipn 

Nt?  HT  n:^D  .Dn>vii  in  nnvi  d^ndii  mv  Nb  .iNt^onNm  t^vniNi  no'>Din'>iiN 

iN^'>w  ,\:)V)o  int?  ,ni  nm^  "^n'^p  iron  i^'>p  tv  ninv^i 
TVim  >nb  T1V  HTDV  Nb  n nmnN  nnwoN  .ont^own  nnov^n  m^iNn 

"inTiN  vpT  ont?i  N'>'>No  ,t?vniND  on^vii  '^mp  .D>v<>it7\vn  nuvvn 

nuonn  Nt?ai  owNONina  wtt^h  nn  ddtt  tin  iN^^n  pn'r  >t?Dn 

.mipN  TNin  W)n'2)  no'>PTa'>TiNb  bapnnt:?  it7D>  n^n^nn 

hdun  nnw  nm>  '^in'>p  -t^^von  ^vnim  nv^vn  ,npiii)on  nvn 

.D>Tpt  nn  n)o»p  ninnNn  11  .bvniN2i  pnond-witnwt  nni>N  ,ii>d  d>ti>tn 
Tni>Ni  riTTDT  "omiTV  wnt^yo"  pm^ri  nn^N  p^t^m  npn  ,nnvT  titdn  tiv  im 

.''□>Tm3  niNori'a  unNim  moninTiNn  TVim  >n  .rint^v  o>wn  t^io'>\:)^  mpmo 
mviirin  .ni'>'>vn  nm'>  DD'nvn  pmi  >1  nm  ^nimn  miNbn  iwin 
n>nbTi  in  mwoi  iwvi  □'>v^ibwn  nnw  rit?>nTn  ind  ivnm  nimt?nn 

lopn  nmnn  nno  p p^T^^ot^nn  nnow  nov^omw  .D>U)V>3n  D>ninm  n>pm>:m 
n'>DDnimiNn  .o^nonn  nnvvT  v^'2p'2  o^mm  tvit  '^n  oniN  'rw  nn  'iK'rn 

.nimnn  n'^n)  1^  7113  no  nmmN  na  nmnpn 

Dt7n^>ii  !7npn  wnt  D'>Ti\yp  im  n^PDinmiNn  nt^mpn  71113 

nt?v  p)3  THN^i  ivu)o  T3U  OUT3  ,nnnt?)on  tiv  ^tn3  ipnw  ,ttio3!7N 

3Ti3n  (l937)>u3niTniNn  loun  n>3  it?3i>b  .d>‘7wit>3  3vy»nni 
7t?ii  t7NTV^>  n - ^Dv^ni  tin!:?  Nii>w  ,tdp3  ddtid  3Ti3Dn  : wTipn 

n!7  invn  nv?vii  t?vniN3  3vy»Tin  twn  tv  p^mvo  imi  n3  nih  .>'’N)o  in^^idw  ,t?3'ib 
^TN"  - iniN  nT>3  >Tinm  innn  .nT^wn  hnuhti  nii»T3  p>T  inon  WT>n  >3^ 

.'n^^  t?NTW*> 
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ini  7NDn  1U1D  nt?>npn  nvnt?  ^i^p'invy  ,DiNnDOTNp  7DP  n>n 
D'>w  7UVD  .n7in  p v!;>N  pmo  bNinvy  vbN  H2  1917-2  .vim  vh  nni  r\i^2p2 
TIN  i3>n  Nin  .ivi^Nna  tdv  ,^(p^  iv  n>^nD  7DPn  nu  mnn^ 

1938-n  ,i2vr\  n>n  n>7iv:)U>n  mw  lOO  uno^ipn 

□Dvi^'i  pnn  iDrn  ,d>dw  nnvi^v  v\d  it?v£)Vi^  r\^D  ,D'>im 

7Vi^n  V2  .oiNi^ouNp  n>3  dv  ihn  nwv^i  nnnnn 

.n>!7)37if:)n  nNninn  pnn 

\i^n:)i>  pn'DO'i  i9i6-o  pow  n(ndpn  D>7iDn  nn>>  >PDn'in7'iNn  i2vn  n>3  dn 
.nt7>npn  »na  nviD7  vni  n t?in>D  >7>pDn  d>  Dn>DVi^  .(1930-1923) 

.innNn  77>n  7U'inn  nmup^nn  i2v  vh  .l937-n  dn  »n  noun  n>n 

.1929-n  innv^  tin  PN7u  it?PNt7 

.(1921)  N'’D7n3  nD)3  nnP7>o  N^n  .np-piuNOp  n!7>npn  21  n>n  Nb  nu7  D>ivy 
37  □7ipn  ,\7n  tJNinw  H'nD  7nN  no  in2i  DDinni  Dnn)ovi)o  noon  dv2i 
Dv  7n>  70\7n  n>n  >7i3>^n  7^1^  v^N7n  7nv  Nin  n^pon'i  nnvn  ^pin3 
,iyv\  Dw  bv  niDbnv^nb  >'inn  riN  D>pn  bNinw  37n  .n>D'ib>n  nvvi^>N 

20-n  >inn  .nnvn  no^v  nmn^  r)>nin7n  nnnonn 

Dinna  .nnv^nn  nin>v3  7viin  2ip2  niD»nv^nn  nv7in  dn  pmb  H2)  7!7>ni 

iv^pni  nvi^n  >nt?  imio  ^'2^2  7)2  ■ n7n  7)^  HNninn  7NI  mp^on  n>n  ini>7nN 
'\37n  v>V2  7>p3nn  7p>vi  D>7>viib  n>iin  n>n  n7n  >7iv>ra  id>v 

‘73pnn  (1922)  3’'D7n3  .t?vniN3  n>PDn'in7'iNn  nb>npb  d>  17  n>n  Nt?  d>iw  7^)3 
vi'>7>  7PD  p>7  'iHDH  >n^  n .7Nt7N3  nb>np  n7n  D7ipD  ,117)0  7)HV  n'7D  n hi^odT) 
riN  mm  T^hv  2111 71V3  ,112  oivi<>on  iiv^n  vh  ir27)7)  powD  nmi  ni>v^>n  T^mv  riN 
HDinD  mT^si)  7nN  ^dindo  n7iN3  ivoi  Tjhv  n .K>>iDn  n^  ,p>vn  7iv>vy 
n3>v^>3  id7)  ,Niv:^b')U)>3  >3^  n 7)^  mum  .>3^  n bv^  V7>!7  2W  n7m  n3>v^>n  nbnim 
7)rm  >3  DN  ,n'm7n  riN  v7)D  7>2p7f  21m  nm  .!7vn')N3  7\vbN  n 7)iiHi  >7'i3vyv73 
,(1934)  VW2  ^ ^n7in  yi2i  ivmi  77o>n  wv2  VO  v7)H  ,nb>npn  wd  7)2  tin  nv)vv7) 
)2ii  ’7  vmT)  7>3vn  ,n'>03nin7'iNn  n'7>npn  7)y)  n'm7n  V27)  v>t?p  iM  n'nn  7n3ivy3 
7Nii  DV  n:^>7nn  hvT)  !73in'i  d>iv^  10  nb>npn  wn73  ^>3  7i7  n .p>vn  iv)Y)  11^7^  riN 

t7iD>i'ibp  n n'7)3  DbiN  .nnnn  bw  n^idd  amoii  D>w>Nn  vi  do'iv>)33  p7 
7)13  invn  7N  7)D  .pn  n:^i>  n>n  ,')17713-37P’3  ^vpn  10211  ,H')i'>i  mT))  ,7Dipi3t7 
71V  N)i>n  riN  31V  oin^ipp  '7  .n>7)iin-n'>7in>n  Jinoun  dv  07vnn  Nin  ,ni3>vy> 
3W>  (1945-1928)  DV\i)  17  .ppn  733n  7in3  17NVyi  VnVIini  iniw>  7)2H  ,ir)17'>Vli3 
nno  Nin  .mm  n>n  n>7nNi  inii37  voT)  ; invHv7))viHiv)  N3ivy7iN  nb>np  vyN73 
VIWT)  7)V)  "NU7>»3  n>D13  PPD  Nb"  1N)31  7NDV3N03  '|1Vi^N7n  >73Vn  73\3n  T1>3  JIN 
bnn  n>7)iinn  r\o^2  n>op>)i>t?3iDn  iji3>ji3  jin  .bN7vy>  Jim)33i  nbm  ,jiw7nji)3n 
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o\yn  I9l8-n  nNn  iod  on^i^p  ^(n'lp  ;i9ii-n 

,Uj  Kelet  n>n)D'inn  nown  pnvn  pN\:»nn 

MC)V  nNi  WN  niD‘>UD  rin>3'in'7  ayin  .D>:nnNn  vy2'>  ivi  nuipn  mn  nriD 
niDm  nipm  n'iND  hd^  idv  nnva  Pn^n  - >i>NDn  i'i'DUN 

nn>n  d^idiph  'innN  u'dd'^^PP  n n>nw  ,n)37^  .D>:wn  nnwv  n'>nnfDPn 

.iiv  p'^N  >“nn>n  .vriviDi  ;3i>n)^inn  on 

n^iN  iv'^^nn  .nnnijn  PNiip  t^np  nmnN  7>>3nD  nn>n  inm  ovun  n>nnvn 

nnpn  pn  n>nrDvn  n^im^n  niDin  riN  ^nd  n'ih  n^d  mnv^n  >nt7wa 

pt^npn  piD^^Pp  n .idv  pD^wa  >V2VJ  P'Dn  ‘]^y^2  pai  in'^n  >N:iiV 

ri>n  ^'in>pn  ,92  !7>n  ,n'’nwm  nnio  na>wn 

nnN  nvni'i  nu'>^'>  ovd  'iN'>nn  pNt^JiNn  n>wNn  .onv^vn  ni:w 

npinn  npDt^DH  npi^nn  .nrn>^£)n  nvoPion  niD^onm  n^nt^Dn  niDiDnn 
DOii  n:)>N  N>n  .invn  piNn  ^n^opn  t?ia)n  pvniNi  r\mi}r\ 
niD  pN  DWD  iwN  pN  r]n^2^^  Hopv;  n>£Dip  n^nn  Nt^N  p'lv  inid 

,p>n  npim  riNt  nn>n  ; v^in  'inw^  nt^ND  o^N^iin  nNt^r^nt^an  npnn 
onnip  nnnu  niDniD'i  n^^pn  n>na  1924-1921  d^w2 

nvvnn  .h^uPdinh  riN  ni>wvn  Nt?i  nt?7  “[7ia  nn'>n  t7U>n  nnvm  nvi^nn 
nPDW^oiNH  riN  'ippn'i  nN^'iin  nDnt?Dn  nnNt?  Pt^Dn  t^ounn'i  nv^D^Dn 

nipn  71N  ^np  nnD3  t?ni>nn  n>p£)  anpn  invDai  t^npn  nvia  nniv^vi^ 

nt^vnvi^  ,1896-D  receptio-n  riN  nwvD^  HDl^n  DPv^nt?  H2  Nini  1926-2  t?2pniw  pmn 
tJW  pPvn  n>22  ,N1DN  ,nn2^  nn'in'^n  nivn  .n!72'ip)2  ni  n>77b  ni  riN 
niD^n  npivm  nnv  nniND  wP\y  .nm^'iin  mnin  n^i'inn 

nnn>  jin  .nvnn^Dni  nrin^vn  nv'iwnn  o>  nvnb  Ti>iin>n  nivt? 

)>vyn  N'lnwD  pvniND  I'lp-p'ioNOU  nt?>np  *>WN7n  nan  ,012  222  122 

Ninw  pivt?1  lUD  V2'lV2'in2 

r\\  TDiK)  2DV  1922  2V  .Nw>7p  N22n  DPinn  n>2  n2>n  t^vn'iN  n'ln^  d^iin) 

2721  ni2i2n  pNi22n  t^iD^on  t?2  niDNt?  pnnDH  oPmn  n>2  ov  nin  2wp2 

Div^)2  >N711  pND^v  n2iN2  nnv^vi  p^DH  2P2PN  p2i  moDH  D>t?inn  nu  >7> 
N22n  >un2  i\:»t?nn  p pnnn  2wpn  2n  nn^n  ^\:22  1922  2N1P2  .nnwDn 
27iP2t7N  2"7  niiD  DPmn  n>2  t^niDD  2ND^v  n2iN2  □>t?inn  r\'>2  2N  t?P2nt7  NVi^np 

2"7  D>W11  217bP  ,n>>212'>2n  2ipt?nDt?  >\l^N2  N21221  pn'^  '>)2^p)2  '>)2>1D  N212  ,21>:^ 

2N  vp2nb  n:^2  Nin  .>7in>  oPm  n>2  nn'>222  piiv)2  n>n  h'?  nnnn  .'>HpHV  PPNt? 

Nbt?  22127  Dpin2  2>2  2n>22  22V^V1  P ,D2>1>)2tJ  D^IIDD  ^72  D112>\l^t?  pi22 

.2P2W 

iv:)i2ni  mnn  2)2nt?)22  2nN  2^2 ,2iiiw  2inpi  d>1271  >2122)2  Dpi2w  P122 

71>^2  2N  V)122t)1  2>Vi)N22D  t>22  ^^>222^  121^  ,N12N  ,211221  ; >2)2p  0122  >)2>122 
212V2  .2^2122  D>t>in2  2>2  2221  2)2N221  D>1^12>\y  22Nt>  .Nt7>2)2  12  IVD^  >N1222 
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7V3  rn  ni:)Di)o  D>b'in  n'iD'ip  dv  winn  ipidh  nv^pnn  D»nDV!^ 

'iNbfDDN^  inND  n>pa'it?p'iD’^  o^b'in  nf^ip  dv  P'lrim  p>77n  nfDWK 
7V  ']vp  DPm  n>n  .>npnu  ‘^’^  '>i>V  70d:  nnnD  ^lox  ^t?n  Nt?  PuP 

'iNt^DDNTD  IPn  1N2  D^binn  .inND7Dn  ZOOOom  D>bin  ll,000on  1937 

pif^n  .4  >"ND1  DPm  35  3"n7ND  ,)m  ^^n  d>'i  P d^didoh  n'lnn^nDi 

D^im^  Nt?  DPm  ^\2‘^^\YJ  >£3d  ,D'>7'in>  omn^  D>NfDi7  20o  n nnv  i'idnh  pin 

'^D»7in>  D^Nf^nn  onoaD  dn  idv^i  n\  D>t7in  n'>an  D»ion  dn  iwp^n  p □:)( 

,D>^D'ITD'I  '>H2Y)H  Dpi^D  n77nwn  ; n'lPDt^DH  nVV3n  ^D'?D')  na>  1931-D 

nvnv^DN  ^T\T^2  .Dn>v^n  D>7niDn  D>'>ND^vn  nipn  7in'>>n 

.npi^nn  >nnD  ^vd  ^Dp^n  30-n  y^^w  dn  Pd7  n77W  np7'i  nonon 

- Dn>ppv7  P1DW  7p>vn  ppvnn  dw  pn  uun  !7>7  D>ppn 

PiD^nD  t?v  hpnw  ,nw7n  pPvn  - bv  p>pin  npnnn 

."bvn'iN'Pinv’b  DIP  DW  PN  1PW  - d7'ivd  nun  n!7  DPn7i'i  D>^b. 

,7>vn  7D*>n  p>p  pn  pppnn  .p>7iu>  pdn  div^d  y)'>  P7pp  nwvn  nn7n 

piN^p  p'iDVDD  7nt?  7V1D1  piv;  '>)o'>2  P17PD  PH  nt^N'i  pumit?  pnnt? 

Dt?iN  'N  DPn  mpDt?  pav;  nmw  oppont?  r\'>r\  ipid  7iv  20-n  ppwa  .pn 

nipi  pppnn  .n7»vn  nDi^non  nr»3  7V'idi  r\2V)  .pTn  p^iidi  t^un  ht  77un 
noiDp  Dn>P7i  n^pumn  pn  in^^^d  pd^dh  >pa  bN  ononp  d>!7>'>dd  □'>7'in>'i 

.pnn  >:aD  pn  n^ppDiNnD  V77D  nn  ;>7>pn  vniD  '^v^n'in'i 


PW7  nbvf^  pv^niDH  pnnvnt^'i  punh  Pt^n:^  7>dpd  t^vniNn  np>n  pniupn  Pip37n 
nup  npt?  Nb  p7>d!7p  a7Dw  ,din2:)dnp  iDun  p^nn  .pv7i  n7ip  pnpm  no^v 
DPp  ppvuw  P1VW  6 >7dV  P7n  mvvi^  PN  1924-a  u^nnn  ,d7pid  Ppd^  73Vd 
PU2  ‘^^”nnN  mv^2  D>DUP  7'lDbP  mvw  )22^:  D>n7pPDt7  P^NI  ,ppn!7  - wPwbi 
7ipnn  77\yD  DVOD  na'in  77>n  pnv;  ,D»DW7n  P7n  mvwD  12^2  ^ODnipniNn  i2vr\ 

>D>a  7'iv  opm  ivmo  ^^’.ni'ip  7'intJp  P7>DDn  \i^7ip  >7inP  iD»ppn  ,PiP7ni 
ppi'iNH  lovn  p>n  DV  pnn  nvi^pn  ipp>vf:)  pn  i>WDn  i^^^n'i  1887-di  "nwn  nDw>" 
NbN  ,22vr\  >P3n  ^npDD  pip^di  D>NbP  >"fDV  Nt?  12  nN7inn  7}V'>^  .>0217 
nN>7pD  bnn  nnb  nt?N  Pi^upn  .ip'iD7ppnt?  DNPna  d>7'idP  p^npn  7>Dt7P 
P7PN  ^w^Ni  nnn  n>  Vv  pididp  pnn^  D>7>Dbpn  .D^pDi^i  piddip  ,n7D)  7V  pnnv 
>pb2  D»\:)72  D>'n7n"  10-8  t?vniN2  7iv  pn  >dw7  7P'idd  7nb  ^'.nnip  7iDt7P 
D'>2'>D1D  DNi  ^“.207n  ppwi  N(7n  n7'i7n  *7^;  pP2t?  'n7n'’n  7>vn  pn  7n>>  .d'»d\77 
nt^^np  pn  pn^p  hpdp  P2^vpd  ,t?>v!7  n^nnw  ,ppn)n  pn>\7>n  >pw  pn 
niip  pnoiD  HD^v  n2  pwi  pn»pDi  wdd  d^d^^n  pwdhd  pmo  nppn  pnin> 
PPV7  >nt?v7n  .np'1^1  72V7n  pip>V2  d)  piNb  N!7b  pp27  nn>2iDn  ,npn  7>pv!7  pn7!7 
^DDniPiNn  72pn  p>n  n2\  1937-2  .777  ]v^'2  d'^ddvh  72Dn  ‘>P2  PV7  'ivpn  30-n 
n2  DPP2w  ,pp>)n  P72'in  dd7>d  vniNDn  .Pw  b2Pn  Piw  pn 
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on'in^n  .n^>npn  bv;  '>‘^^vv'>^]  iiNn 

))n  n^V)  nilVD  ^\Dn'>Dbn  4614  1937-1912  D'>W2  nf3\?n  n>33  11^*7  .D^oo^oopn 
D>i'in>t?n  r\w  ibnon  .invpb  (nivi^  100)  n'lt^nvn  row  dn  oiNniwuNp  i2v  riu 
,nt?>npn  >wno  <^iri>wn  r\^y^^\^  roN^in  ,D>ii>noD>w  ,rm^v  idiv:)  1938-1937 
ronDiin  lown  riu  i:^na  11.9. 38-n  i^vi  non^n  WDwn  .on^ui  on'^Dt^ri 

.1ND1  DV  ana  ,riviwan  >>’>^1 

n>n  (1932)  nn^im  rit^wnn  rowNa^  wnaDO)  t?w  v'ipd  tnd 

opt^n  rit^a^nt?  o^riWNan  onv^n  iwvi  iro'ina  >n>a  .ri>oan  nt?NW  nn^iin 

inN  .r>:^iN^n  naaprn  n^nnn  n^^at^an  ^^na  D>iin>n  ‘^w 

nv::^nn  riN  oinbaob  Nnn  awN  Nim  WNaa  ^ONaNi  iNnt^Np  n^nro  wnano) 

D^)2^^  irit^ap  DV  .]WHir\  - pn  anNt?  ninw  ,(1938  >nd).  ”>nn>n  pmn"  tin  ppint? 
.20%-t?  inuDai  n'>wvria  on^poi  D'>'>wa'inn  rov'i^pDn  ^t^va  aapa  D>7'in>n  aivw 

.20-n  ri'owa  nv  nup^iw  ,rivinn  nroNt^  >vao  “jWDn  pva  rw  n^n 

^nwwD  7aa^  nm  nriax  N>n  ,n>a)^in  r^^Nrnon  nuDra 

mow  D>  rNT  nobnn  nnD  .(2.11.38)  ro!7nnt^  oNrina  n'>pait?on’^ 

pmn'’  rippna  at?om!7  ori>i  niirin  mt?w  .t^u)  ria»v  rivnt?  npoo  ^vniNi  nnnn 
.6%  nat?  nba^an  >ma  oninm  t?w  opt^n  tin  rimon  awN  ,(3.5.39)  '>wr\  "nmm 
nnnn  t?w  ri>*nnm  n>oit?aiNt?  woi  1037  ^>oin  iNbODNr'in^n  pbn  t?w  nn>on 

" '.“[IVt?  13,500-t?  ,NnN  ,n^v  oaooDi 

^vniN  riN  ind  a^p  pt  anva  .n>iwn  Dt?ivn  riDn^n  n^ao  i.9.39-a 

.D>iDa>n  dwoP  t^v  D>om  rioamn  'iP'i^  n^aii  nnw  'iNbODNrona'i 

aaa  1940-a  d^in  ,D>i'in>  d>  D'>>Pnn  o^o^bon  'omon  ,n‘7mria 

aavn  romn  '>w  mpm  'iNt?anNn  .onPv  r\i'>  riN  rin^iinn  nt^wDDn  ni>aan 
a^vot?  nmna  nanna  ooiarin  'innNn  .’iNiNn  '>iwni  'oa’V^a  inNn  ,D>o>t7o!7 

pD  anNt?  n^w  non  awN  ,ri'0'iWNan  "ninv  riopna  t^nm  N>nn  niwa 

.Na:^^  Dov>  Dpoa  ona  mw^  D>a»n  vn  o^mn^nw  ,’nTvn  '>rinw'’  t^w  pt?n 
omt^aon  ppm  wim  anvai  n-mna  mi  n>mim  noaoi^n  27.6.4l-a 

ipnii  onmm  ; ”nan>i  ^pm^t?  n^n  nm  n\  .>w'>!7wn  "^imm  pmn"  riN 
ba  ronot^wn  imi  ^ndd  .nniim  bw  nnm  naann  ,nt?at7an  >mD 
>7>a  nwnan  nPNapiNb  iwaii  - t?nna  - roi>ro  non  vnw  ,D>7m>  20,000-a 
pot^nn-'^NiNDNp  t^w  □m7n  N(n7DD  oonm  pa  .t^vniND  90  oairai  o^mam 

"\'11WN7  naniN  roN  n>n  .7>vt?  annb  n>biini 

>na  rini>o  vn  r0No>O7a>iiNn  n^vn  ^rinwt?  ,NnN  ,io>i>  nmm  7Vim  >ia 
raawt?  “jwDn  7iv  vni  vii^pD  7mt?b  it?n  ,(2l)  orm  v'^m  oiow  >d  .ot^n 
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D’N!7n3  ’331  «ioi  D’lpi  ,D’\y3  nNvyi  32331  3’V3  .D”3in’n  o’l^’Diynn 

inNiiiin”  ’\y3N  33p3i  d”ij  ’T’ti  l7in’3ti  nooi  o’tin’  t’vy  o’povi  D’bvon  .i3l73 

.’\y’ti\yn  ’iin’n  pinn  ni3D  nt7U3N  nmvy  D”\y2in  niviiipai  "pt^n 

ii3’3  minn!?  n’pN3Po  ’iin’  bw  ’iionn  vyn’jn  n!7’nn  dv  ,1942  3’3N3 
<13’n  Dn3 13’n3n  ni’i\y3n  .tivniNt?  on  on’DbNti  o’O’t’O  n’ninnb  iv’in  ,rTTa\yni 
nun  nt’N  d’o’3  33ivo  ’di’N3  ddin  lODNb  o’lin’n  bv  noNi  I’ai 

Pvy  "mnin  tii’I’id”  nnob  3\yN  ,(10.3.42)  nbvyoon  ni\yN3t>  ’Nt’Np  vypp’D 
”03  movo  D’nNvyo  o’Tin’n  jin  pirn!?  Nin  ^’oin  ,n’33n  nPv3  33Vti  333  nnu3\y 
’3in’  ,pin  ’Q33  DHD  lopiii  ,D’3in’  nPv3)D  nivp3pn  rio3nn  n3)P)03  .ni'3l33n 
,n’\3”3iun  n’in3  ni3i3Dn  nn’3Nn  ni3pV3  .iivi  ri’3  P niip^  3iv  n\y3in  n!? 
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D>vi^ni  oon>D  it?anN  n>vw>  n'nn  nnt?>np!7  np>'i  nuD  N>an  N'lni  D>an  n>DTn 
inD  .n'ty>D  □>naN  n'n)3  ,nt7>npn  !7vy  'innNn  nan  iivn  ,nninn 
variDD  on^n  ,vyn>n  bNon  '|ivy)nvy  an!7D  'ibnv'in  Nin  .mvyin  o^Dnnn 

.nniNDn  n>pan'imiNn  inii  nn^Dinn 

nwnD  Nt?  o>7>unn  .v:)t?a7t?i:i  inp  >ood)3  l886-a  nt?>npn  nnna  noun  n>a  riN 

f 

.>n7U  nnDH  navy  bv  ina^  wniD  n>a  o)aiivb  'in>pn  baN 

nmpDn  >a  t?v  .naan  n>pit7DiN  dv  t?!7D  inin  nnvy  D>D>pn  rpDDW  >pn> 
n»  ppnn  N3^n  pNUNaa  nnv  nwND  .1848  nira  pninn  nivy»n  riN  nivn  >ipi 
noan  riN  o>nn'ini  p>ant?  o>t7nn  .D>^»n3  D>nN  Di>)>ipn  >7>nt?n 

□nn  nnnt^  D>p^pn  riN  viawt?  niniDn  n>T'in>  nnt?vy)3  ol^iN  ,nnnnD 

.nnnn  vn  riN  nvi)ai 

.>(n'nvy  h'^d  n>n  'innNn  nvi^Nn  nwN  nmn  iml^n  naan 

m 1936-1935  D>ira  .TiDTipn  HNDH  ^^V2  71V  n7Pii  n!7>npa  D>win  n7i:iN 

.>D7in  nb>an  n>a  !7i7:in  noian  n>n 

Dipnn  p mravyD  noun  .nmvy  nnnon  n!7>npn  >in  i!7np  l939-n 

nanN  nau^a  D>ii\yN7n  nmnipn  i>n  D^PNnpiN  >7>a  7nv)3  in^7ii 

vn  na  7d>i  pt^n  >7n  ,n>7in>n  n>oi^DiNn  mwp  iv>a  ni>!:?Dt?Dn  mbn^nn  .nivi^>>i 

.nDNt^xi  >l7vai  o>7niP 

ippvin  nv^N  ,n7i2vn  ni>ibab  \2iY2  pHVH2  nv^vi  40-n  mivy  nt7>nnn 

D>in7)n  nt7>iD  nnN  .nPNnpiNa  n>;nt7  mbvyi  "iNDni  naivri  n7vy  n»m  Dip)aa 
riN  i7>nun  p>n',ni7in!7  d^'?h'2  >7d  iiiv  D>n7  .nuiDn  n^na  naan  >7in>  dn  idpn 
.Dt?7i>  onm  Dvyi  mann  bvniN  iu>b  on  nnvin  pD  nnNt?  .Dnt7vy  invn  >777 
n>>it7iNTin  notJipan  .150-d  onm  nt7>npn  >in  vn  1100-d 

.nmn  >700  16  b>^ni  7>npn  Di>>!:?ipn 

nn7N  nnuvrn  ipnann  D>7in>n  D>nvi^inn  .>Npiu  non  122  — Szegilong  ★ 
■:ii7713!7  nonpn  nn>n  nb>npn  .niNpnnaa  v>  n7>DDi  nnonn  ,o>D7Dni  nnwi 
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v^^w^  'lup  nt^>£3n  n>n  im  noDn  .D>>n7n  D>rmvyn  tin  n'7n>p  DVi^>3i  i^wHinp 
wn>Dn  nnN  D>“nn>  70o  .>p‘Tn7  >7p)3  d>  n>n  ,n7\yD  no>nvyb  >N7 

n>3  riN  on  ;7vyvo>D\y  nw  ov^n  7iav  dv  nnvm  >^D7>n 

.nb>npn  >v;np  7Vt7>  nD>pn  n\:?>t?on  nnNVi^  .77n  nb^onn 

o>D7iv  it7nn  noDDH  n>n  n>nb . l8-n  nNnn  ^ira  n^pin  nb>npn  — Szerencs  ★ 
.nt?'>npn  bw  7iu>n  niDpri  riN  7D\7>3  nnvDi  l809-n  n>2>n  D>7in>n 
n>n7  .nn>vy>n  dv  nnN  nvn  pb  D7ip  nw  7p  n7PiD  Nw>7p  Ninnn 

onDnD  on>3vy  .b'OP  umo  mi  7^>!7>n  n'n^  vn  nt?>npn  o^vn^n 
.">P  pt?n"  own  vn>  7Dp  doid  p!7iD  >Pn  oniip  .ri'nw  nnoun  ni£iiDn 

Legyesbenye,  Bekecs,  :D^\2^  D>77  07)3  nn^n  'pN7NU  nt^>np 

Ujcsanalos  ,Taktaszada,  Megyaszo,  Hernadnemeti,  Tiszaluc  ,Taktharkany, 
Zombor,  Girincs,  Gesztely,  Ond,  Beczek,  Sajokorom,  Sajohidveg 

.Sostofalva,  Hernadkak,  Sajokesznyeten, 

.nbD  nuont)  ppi  niNp7ip  nnnn  ,7on  np>)3p  ninn  Pv3  nt?>npn 

DVJY2^  noon  n>nn  Dmn>n  dn  1010  ,nTO  >P)3ra  ,D>iD7>n  no>o  7nN 
- t?vniN)3  n>bN  nnnp  /pN7Nt))3  )3"p  25  noi\y  7>vn  .^(t71pw>)3  luP  onvm 

.P^>i  1400  ,nNivi)n  nn  i>n  D>7in>  .nn^n  n7>n 

.Dmn>  'iND  i>n  nD7ipn  nN)3n  nt^>nnD  .’PN7NP  nfm  7DD  — Taktaharkany  ★ 
niip)3  ,3100  3i>a  nD»p  n!7>npn  .n)37N  n70vi  ,7noD  t^v  nn>n  onoino 

i7>nDn  1938  mn  .'n7n'a  >p777  >7p)3  d>  n>no  ,onio  np^ovm  3101 
nnvm  >3)37>n  oin>7n  ihn  .Dno370)3  P013  om  D>7nion  d7>  tin  3ii3iot?\yn 
.D>\y3  5 D»na  nni3  003  70o  n>uPDiN)3  PvniN  loP  7DDn 

nD>)3nn  Dip)3n  Dmn>  oo»nn  hndh  nt^^nnn  .'Pninu  3100  70d  — Taliya  ★ 
onn  iNn  o ,Dn>ot?D  n>P>  na>Nn  n^ni  n>)3ip)3n  n>oPDiNn  .nmnNn  Pm 
.nDNt7)3n  ipovi  V01  DOim  nno  ,d>)37d  non  D>7in>n  .d»07  >n^n  oonri)! 
Ratka,  Golop  07  Nt?  'i)3T  70V7  oni  nin  t?2N  ,nt^>npn  p D>7'>onn  1070  18670 
niip)3  n)3>'>p  ,NO>7p  N73n  n70»  N>n  .n>no  d>ooo  vn  Monok-1 

103  7071  .7V13n  op  ”00101  317NDn”1  D”W  317117  PVl  071730)311  ”77n'7 
'liiN  nt?>D3in  no  r\H  7n>>  .l890o  n)3»nu3  oniw  \i)7nn  n>3i  .noo  >ni  nwPw 
'inin  n3n)3  ,n7p>  mm  n>n  nooDi  d>70)3  9 nint?  NVi^innvy  ,W7ipn 

.Oip)3n  p >\yN773N 

bv  D>wi77  ODiiv^  ,3713017  n7in>  717  n'’i)3  : ow  >vi7>  i>n  nt?>npn  017 
17  .”ni7)3Nn  73P”  nN  im  'i)37>73  pnN  n\yD  n”iD  ; ”717^7  nt3>nn”  ov^i  n7inn 
□ 1N13n7  >Pn  vyop  '|ivy73  n”1D  .73>7V313  11^73  n”1)3  n>n  P03i1  t7173 
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o*>3inDa  "inv  7'n>i  n'nN  bv  "D>3n‘T  3>v^)3''  dn  nriD 

mnriD  DiNi^nn  3>t?  n>3N  ,id3  .31n  ini  div^  ,D>7Doni  o>wni 
.nnnn  D^nna^n  n30N3  n>n  nbn  .(1901)  N'^unm  P3N  DipD  riN 
. nopiw  ,a^H2m‘^  >3*n)3  n'n)3  n>n  nt?>npn  !7\y  iUHNn  n33 

n>ui!73'iNn  HD^onn  ni'iv>>N3n  n)3nt?n  '|in\:)3n  3Pin  >n>3 

nv>>n  ,D>37Dn)0D  T\2D2mn  ,n>7in'>  ni>n  n7>n>  .omnn  vnob  n^Dipnn 
1919  x^y2  - 1918  33m'ii  D>w7'in3  n n7>n>  .mvnon  dn  hv^di  n3>3nn 

.n>v:)3pi)37n  nt^v^roDn  nNW3n3 

. V>n  nion  Dn>!7V  nnuNH  o>7in>n  >)373  r\H  iv>pDn  l938-b 

on  ,rot7>3'i  nmnN3  D^niimn  rov^nn  >wdn  i>n^nn  vynon  nu  dv 

>VyiN  20-3  13W  nb>npn  >13  170  .Dn>bv  D7>  TIN  >D  !73  1PV1  177Vi^ 

nv^N73i  t^vniN  1\:>»3  '|n3Nt7  nt73in  nt7>npn  .d>v!^^  nn3i  73vwt7  71713^  ni>'ib3 
.nN'IW3  D>3t?in  'inDtt?  7>  ID^pn  1947-3  .D'IN3in7  >377)3  n'7)3 

>7n  ,18-n  nN)33  733  bNii7N\33  vn  D>7'in>n\y  .>Np'iu  non  733  — Tarcai  ★ 
nnvyv  n)33  7UV3  opm  nt7^3  n>3  .n73VV)  nNron  nt»nn3  p7  nb>npn  n7P'ii 
>t?V3i  D>7niu  ,D>)373  >t7V3  i>n  D>7in>n  D>3winn  .nD7'ipn  nN)3n  v^dn3  ,d>iv^ 

nnwvi  13D  7nNbi  7i\3PN7Np'>n7U  bw  nb>npn  nn>n  nt7>nn3  .n3Nb)3 

."77n'7  n73n  ,D>ipt  2^)2  ,H^'>ip  N73n  nD»p  N>n  .n>N)3^v 

737^7  n>n  0>)3>b  7WN  ,V:H2  '2Hp\U'>  n'7)3  '|N3  77>V^  19-7  7ND7  7b>n73 
N17  ;n  7Vn>  7173^)3  t?\i)  7t7»D7  7>7  t?Np\n>  377  .7>lN'llt?>PlN70  >V;N77 
7lbNW  /'bNptn>  7N7)3''  - 73U7  V\H  73>n  .7n>On7)3  V3W171  7>Pt?>P3  7^11 
,1177  1>7nN1  N7>3\i)  3pV>  7'7)3  711373  '|7>3  7N)37  ^103  .7VyV)3t?  73^7  7131VD71 

.7717  '7\yi)7  VVyi7>  7'7)3 

.D>3\1^177  71V>>3)3  bNli7N\3  >717>  \3V)3  n!?  1*73^  711Vi)N77  DblV7  7Dn'7)3  77^ 
.070173  7N  173>pi  D»717>7  0>pi77  07>!7V  17>337  7>107  0^711)7  7)37t?)3  37V 
173V17  00)31  70137  7>33  10113  p)3  77Nt?  ,71i1V  07>t?V  t?017  >1)3717  013>37  77N 
,OV)37  >7)3  .01p)33  1>70  ~\2V^  710317  300  ^>*73)3  130  0>‘711i>l  30-3  .t7V71N  101^7 
.70137  7>3  7N  ON3  lt>V7  1956-30  77^*7  ,171N  1001  ,7333  177110 

18-7  7N)33  7333  0>717>7  7130»77  7>ON7  .’pN7NO  7313  733  — Tiszaluc  ★ 
7>77N)3  NO>\7  7717  771)33  100170  ,0>^iV  77>3)3)3  77>7  070173  7t7>771 
0>7>10)33  173V  IN  71)37N  1737  p)3  77Nt7  .7>71117  771)3"'|131i  !70  0»7777 
Op17  70137  7>3  .73Nt))331  770)33  71V  IpOV  pi  ,71117N  >t)V3  71703  0>7>p31 
.'PN7NOt)  PO  77N1  7N)3t?  73110)3  7t7>7p7  77>7  07ip)3  .7)37ip7  7N)37  ^103 
,0»717>7  0>p177  7N  01)3*7737  pp17  1N)3  .711p)31  NO>7p  N737  7D»p  7t?>7p7 

.07>7170)3)3  1p!710  7in7N3  1p0V170  l!7N  ^31  070173  7V101 
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.ppt?ni£)‘N(3DNpn  om  hdd  wi'^y  n^Dvyn  □t7ivn  y^Md  ov 
^m':?  i!73'in  D^)o^  nu^Dn  n>3  nt?>npn  >n  tin  ^ovH  >DD3>n  vi^u>Dn  ihn 
n>3  riN  iN^n  n)3nt7)Dn  ihn  noDt?  D>3Vi^n  .20-d  “[ivb  D>7in>  170-d  .t?vniN 

.onnn  3>i!7  iniDDn  iddh  nnNt?  ,t7!7inD  nuDDn 

HNDl  333  'IND  VH  Omn^  .NP>Ot7  yMlM  IDWD  13  Dip)33  333  — Tokaj  ★ 

onpnD  .18-n  nND3  p3  vbN  i3\yi  ni33n  ruDnt^nn  niNt?n  3pv  iniwoi  fN  ,l7-n 
D>3i33)t^  nvi^i3n  n>3  >7in>  dp  D>pn  niw  nND3  >i3t^  .v>3i  '|D)i3  n3ivyp  nn>n 
. V'T  >331V1  D>N313  ,Dn>p3  ,n3Nt?n  >t7V3  ,D>3niU  D^im^n  33P3  31V  PH  .DipD3 
n3NDn"3  ii>3Nnn  3Viin  >13  ,niNp33P  Ti33n  ,N\^>3p  N33n  nD»p  nt?>npn 
1888  mm  1856-3  3P11  33on  n>3  .D»3in>  D>3nit7t?  niPN  iiv  nn>ni  "Dmn3 
nt^^npH  >133  y2)o  .1889-3  113  nui3n  n>3  tin  .n>3mnn  n3\i^3  D>3iDn  13  I3n>t7 
t?V  D>V^13>n  Dt733  ,p>Vy  313  n'3D1  >(>31NP  3pV>  t7N>33>  n'3n  D>333  1V311 
,p>3m>  >it?n  pi  nwD  n^nn  n>n  D>i33n  )Mr\H  ."3i3  >3DN"  Dvy3  y'pyn  n3pn 
>niN!7n  '|i>V3n  n>t7:^n  13  ,D>\:)VDn  nimpnn  3nN  n>n  >NpiD  .nNivy3  n^uivy 
n>ii>:i  3V11  nviin  ow  n3uii  n>P3i3in3iNn  ni3n  ni3Dt?i  ,d>vi^31W  ni3nti  >3in>n 

.1931-3 

n»33  >33iv  int?wi  ^3^1  n3i3V  niiib3t7  03n  >Npio  nwvi  40-n  niiw  nt7>nn3 
3WN  ,PN.UN  n3>n>  >NpiD3  HTlin  >1D3in  W13>3n  3nN  .ni>N3piNt>  N31i  >N1i1> 
D>3Viin  ivyvi  0303  .D>3in>n  311  mt^ivon  viii>33  D»nipDn  n3TV 

>t?ni>n  3iiVDt?  int?oii  D>3>ovn  D>3in>n  niivi  ,nb>npn  bio>nt7  D>iioN3n 
ipmin  001  n013n  n>33  333n  >3in>  t?3  ion  1944  t?>33N  03in3  .N’1i3NV:)‘0>p3 
n>3  TIN  bt730  ,3^vt  lOI  ^VD  DO  DpiH  D>D>t7  .□>N311  T113>D1i  >Nin3  D»V130  “fOD 
v»Pb  n>mpDn  n>oib3iNt?  i3>nn  niiiot?on  .nt?>npn  D>3nN  d>i>131  033Dn 
nit?iv  t7V  Dt?i3  TIN  it^vn  >ND  03103  .'jPo  Tiib>3n  po  >3>  bv  D>3iion  D>3in>b 
10331  \:)!lD>nt>  10>blin  OVO  >Tin  .t?VniN  lOlt?  DODI  3100N3NP‘113313t?  D13>3Vni 

.nt7ii>i  n>3>ov3  P31  o>N  pN3  oniD  n!7>npn  .n3>3n  3>vtJ 

.18-0  nND3  nbon  3333  D>3in>  rii30»Tin  .>Npi\:)  ri3i3  333  — Tolcsva  ★ 
T1>3  .mbiv  >bV31  n3Nt7n  >t7V3  ,D>3010  ,V>  >31i»D  ,D>D33  >3310  i>n  D>30»riDn 
.300  rii!7>Dii  n3>o>  ,"330^'  nD»p  ntonpn  .1860-3  ni3i  '|iON3n  noon 

103003  p>30  .>P30N  313  OOO  n'30  .D>3310n  OV3  1300  n>1330  D>33 
,"V30  3N3"  - 003  D>3V101  03100  bV  1>0133  ON  0033  ,003ip0  ONOO  0>0N33 
30»00  ,t?N30>  pN!?  Ot7V  N10  .’'D3N  013^710"  - 3303  0111V  >1>1V3  0013100  ONI 
D"00  t70  13>0t70  0>0O  ,133031  'inON  0"10  .(1856)  V'0303  3031  D01  031i3 
p>'71  P01i>  D033N  0'30  013103  t?V  D>013>0  - ''3310  OV3"  ON  303  ,3310 

- >1O0  1330  ;0"03  OHIO  001103  0>t7l3!731  0"10  OOO  ,"pnii>  3>"  ON  0033 
0"10  0t?>0p3  110>3  OmONb  . VO>11  0300  !7V  D>013>n  t?!713  - "pnii>  3N3" 
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umD  Na>pv  n'n)3i  Pnidw 


Komioska  : in  ibNi  m^op  nib>np  vn  nt^^npb 

N\i^'>‘Tp  N'lnn  n!7V£)  n^^npa  .Alsohuta-I  Kozep-,  Felso-,  Zsadany,  Bodrogolaszi, 
n>oDnin‘iiN  nt^^np  nni>n  iNn  D>nv  vn  nnnnn  »n  .d^v^d 

,Dn>n'ipnDn  iddh  >‘nn>  riN  ipni  n>mn>n  D>p'inn  .r]'>^v^  nn  nt^n^nn 

D\yi  put^ni£)'^D)3Npb  mnowD  n)3D  ivyni)  1941-3  .ivpom  ninnNi  d>)333 

360-3  vn  3333  .t?VniN  lOlt?  N'lV^^b'IO  133^^  >^)33>n  vyi3>3n  3nN 

.WND  31Nn  pn  13Vt7  40-1  D>3in> 

>iivyN3  1N3  noTipn  HNnn  nb^nm  .ph\dh^'^mk^  non  333  — Vajdacska  ★ 
nn>n  n3iio)3  D3ipD  .nniH  niuvi  n3Nt?D  ,3np)3  n>n  □pip>v  .333t?  D>3in>n 
miop  nit?>np  ,d)  nm  .pn  3nNt7  n>Nn^v  b3N  ,pNON3'wi3Nvyt7  nb>npn 
Laca,  Berecki,  Pacin  : ]T^^  NpN’iiNT>N11  nt^^npb  111311^)3  IWVl  D>3nN  Dn33 
D>nn\y  vn  n^N  miup  nit?‘>np3  .Rozvany,  Karos,  Karcsa,  Bodroghalom, 
n>n  >ini  3vini  >n  >)3>3  ,Dipn  t?3n  .3>1  npi3  n>3  o\v  ,vr\w  n3  - 33t73  D»pt7n 
,Nwnp  N33n  ,nui3  n>3  n>n  'in3  .3n>  NpN'^N3>Niit7  NUb 

jnN  33  33  33>w  nb^ppp  n>3nt?in  7bnn3  .33u  3>31  niipn  ,n3>w'»  /nin^ 

."Dn33N  - 133^3  OP33nnV^  ,013  t70>3  Dn3N  n'3)3 

onnioni  Tit?i3Dn  ^t7V3t?  tnd  npnn  N>ni  n>i33::i  3333  i)3>pn  1930-3 
D>pinn  np>pn  ovi  niNpon  3i3)3b  30ni  .D>3nNn  D»7in>n 

3303  3>3  3^nt7  Dt^lO  10113  >1)33)3  013>33  3)3^  .D3>31)33N  1Vp313  D»313>3 
130  10-31  3333  1>n  0>313>  60-70  -3  PV31N  10)^  ,DON33  333  DV  ,133^13  00)31 

.31)33N  >t7V  D11>3>))3 

3>ON33  3333  130»33  D>313>3  .'^N)3t?N3‘>N3>p  3313  333  — Zemplenagard  ★ 
D3ip  33110)3  33>3  3t)>3p3  .33Nt))331  330)33  3>3  DpiO>V  3p>))  .3D31p3  3N)33 
3lt?>3p  D)  3>31  31ip)3  ,3013  3>3  3)3»p  N>3  .31N)>1i!7  pD  3nNt71  N’1i>3'7 

1131  ,N’1i>3b  D>13‘7  31310P  1>3  - Dam6c-1  Revleanyvar  - D>31DO  ^>333 

.□>31303)3 

130-3  .t)))31N  10)t?  133V13  00)31  3303  3>33  0>313>3  1013  >1)33)3  013>33  3nNb 

.330)))3  3133  0»n3  133111  1>3 

0>3333  3130  3N  31V  3'3!713  b>Vt)  33303  3110p3  3131031  31^>3p3  3)3>03 

: 0>Nn3 

Szomotor,  Bodrogszentes,  Bodrogszerdahely,  Bodzasujilak,  Boly,  Golop,  Kaso, 
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Inside  cover  of  book  published  in  Ujhely,  1935. 
Konyv  fedel,  belso  lap,  IJjhelyi  kiadvany  1935-b61 
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Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Dick 


Rabbi  David  Klein.  Orthodox  Congregation.  IJjhely 


p’T  iri’n  ’3S  ann  '?v  n»-an3 


^ -J  ■■  4^22Sk5Cit5|5|i* 

xf}///^hf>0  > 9 >■']/'>  >91  m >f>9^  P?s?/  •^//}JiJi>-p)ii  /f'j'yp  ^-> 

(j{l-' fj  fl{^r/^V’fi 99m^j  Pf/^y,  TyOj^P 

7/'^j/»'y!> 

Ipjpp  ">>7 if'^9  >^^'9 

/.  -p  y9  IP  r^Jt^  /’<'  .->  /y>/pJ  -n-P  9/9/ f>i///Jb>  'ISJ  -j 

/itM l>J^  '9){L>  C}//),y  /////  ppfjiiJi  >(p  9//^ 

•^//  /^/)M/  orpP^y*^  ipxp  0/  /‘jr^e/Z/C 

om  ipy x^l/iOi /W?  'ip'p/^’d  /'/9'^  (D/p/j  //->'p 

p'"p  yi  ny/9p>fpn/j  liMp-P^/Zp , 

p3J/)i9^jl lpjY?u/>M p ^‘Pd  -lilj 

f//syl.  P^A/i  oS/t  Opp  JiMOM  7)J9>/ 

lOC 'p  (pJSJ'JP  />j  hjp/S  1^  f/  ^99'/ fp/jpj^jyt 


>3^ 


•^09?.  Py//>  j7>C;)ynOJ jpot Ip/J  ^^vpJl.  Jy^lcfi  <p 
/p  JJ/^ J>/)nt/7nSi  09 9)iPjT> p^/p./Jp  pp f 
^ J/^H -^>0  /^oXm 

p9/}  9lpJ9/^  o pSP/^O  ^{fjP  A/D  fy* 

ipjpp-/^  o (yo/ff'iff^  pif  yi/i/i  y/jpiz/pAd'o^ 

9/>f/)jiAP//^,p.j  oi>l/p<9  ^^anyA'V/pyjS oz/ 

,ppu  HOJJK^  lj)}/n>/ J>/9l 

^ ^ ^ ^ M.  t .^m  t M ^ ^ tA.  )y^ 


Letter  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Dick 
Zvi  Hirsch  Dick  rabbi  levele 


Hebrew  Schcx)l  book,  1882. 
Heber  tankonyv  az  1882-es  evbol 


inirsi  am  masa 

maoa^s  aan  nasai 


Graves  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  and  wife  (above) 
Rabbi  Alexander  (below) 

Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  es  felesege  sirkovei  (felso) 
Alexander  rabbi  (also) 


Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  (Yismah  Moishe) 
Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi 
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Hebrew  seals  from  the  XVI-th  century 
Heber  pecsetnyomok  a XVI.  szazadbol 


rn  nanan 


A szerzo 

The  author:  Dr.  Meir  (Miklos) 

m2p  laama  nson  ‘rri  nnn 


The  Book  Committee,  Toronto  Canada.  A konyv  bizottsag 

az  allo  sor  balrol: 

standing  from  the  left:  Dr.  E.Y.  Lipsitz,  L.  Baum,  S.  Frank,  J.L.  Steindler 
az  iilo  sor  balrol: 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
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Dick  cs. 
Eichler  cs. 
Elefant  cs. 
Fischer  cs. 
Frankel  cs. 
Fried  cs. 
Lusztig  cs. 
Markovics  cs. 
Mogyoros  cs. 
Omstein  cs. 
Schachter  cs. 
Soltesz  cs. 
Spitz  cs. 

Stark  cs. 
Teitelbaum  cs. 
Gutman  cs. 
Gluck  cs. 
Kornitzer  cs. 


VsijiUcska 

Engelman  csalad 
Grosz  cs. 

Kellner  cs. 
Reiner  cs. 

Schon  cs. 
Zimmerman  cs. 

Vihnosiyfalu 

Braun  csalad 
Friedman  cs. 
Kellner  cs. 

Klein  cs. 

Krausz  cs. 

Pricz  cs. 
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Herz  Edene 
Jakabovics  cs. 

Klafter  Anna 
Kleinberg  Ignacne 
Kessler  Ossi^ne 
Laufer  csalad 
Landau  Moric 
Lieberman  Aronne 
Markovits  cs. 

Moskovits  cs. 

Nagy  Annin  es  neje 
Paszternak  Morne 
Perl  cs. 

Reinitz  cs. 

Revai  Manone 
Rosenbaum  cs. 

Rogner  cs. 

Silber  cs. 

Sporer  Mozes 
Stern  Marton  ^ neje 
Steiner  cs. 

Schwartz  csaladok 
Schweiger  cs. 
Teitelbaum  csaladok 
Teichman  cs. 

Tiirk  Istvan  es  neje 
Vajda  Belane 

Tarcal 

Ehrnberg  csalad 

Tiszakarid 

Bieber  csalad 
Reisman  csaladok 
Roth  cs. 

Schwartz  Samuel  ^ cs. 
Szamet  Joel  ^ cs. 

Tokiij 

Adler  csalad 


Auspitz  cs. 

Dr.  Bama  csaladja 
Berskovits  cs. 

Bolman  cs. 

Burger  cs. 

Davidovics  cs. 
Deutsch  cs. 

Engel  cs. 

Frenkel  csaladok 
Fried  cs. 

Friedenberg  cs. 

Fichs  cs. 

Gliick  csal^ok 
Goldstein  cs. 

Grosz  cs. 

Groszberg  cs. 
Herskovits  cs. 
Jungreisz  rabbi  es  cs. 
Kalmanovics  cs. 
Kaisler  cs. 

Klein  csaladok 
Kohn  cs. 

Lazarovits  cs. 
Lefkovits  cs. 
Lichtman  cs. 
Markovits  cs. 
Moskovits  cs. 

Reich  cs. 

Rogner  cs. 

Rosenberg  cs. 
Schaffer  cs. 
Schlesinger  cs. 

Taub  cs. 

Teichman  cs. 

Varadi  cs. 
Wasserman  cs. 
Weisz  cs. 

Wohl  cs. 

Zeiler  cs. 

Tcdcsva 

Danziger  cs. 


Grossman  ugyved  es  neje 
Ger6  Ferenc 
Harstein  csalad 
Herskovits  cs. 

Hemlei  Dr  es  cs. 

Jozefovics  csa. 

Krausz  csaladok 
Kurlander  cs. 

Komitzer  Iller  es  neje 
ozvegy 

Konig  Man6  es  neje 
Chaim 

Jozsefne  « gyerm 
Klein  cs. 

Krausz  dr.  es  cs. 

Keisler  cs. 

Katz  csal^ok 
Komhauser  cs. 

Laks  Gabriella 
Hers 
Judit 

Lemberger  cs. 

Leimen  cs. 

Landau  cs. 

Moskovits  cs. 

Perlstein  cs. 

Pflanzenbaum  Mor  es  neje 
Roth  csaladok 
Rieder  cs. 

Selymes  cs. 

Schwartz  Ede 
Rozsi 
Simon 
Menachem 
Steimetz  cs. 

Stein  cs. 

Sug^  cs. 

Stern  cs. 

Steinberger  cs. 

Sprei  cs. 

Swartz  Jeno  ^ neje 
Walter  cs. 


Weinstock  csal^ok 
Wiesner  cs. 

Wohl  cs. 

Weisberger  cs. 

Weisz  cs. 

Zeisler  cs. 

Szegilong 

Guttman  csaladok 

Sz^phalom 

Frisch  csal^ 

Roth  cs. 

Tambur  cs. 

Taktaharkilny 

Weinberger  csalad 
Wieder  cs. 

TiUya 

Trattner  csalad 
Rosenbaum  rabbi  csaladja 
Altman  cs. 

Atlasz  Rezso 
Balint  csalad 
Blau  cs. 

Berkovits  cs. 

Einhorn  cs. 

Eisen  cs. 

Friedman  csaladok 
Farkas  csaladok 
Farber  cs. 

Fried  Jakab 
Feuer  Lajosne 
Griinberger  csalad 
Grosz  cs. 

Gorsman  cs. 

Gutman  cs. 

Hoffman  Ignac  es  neje 
Horovitz  cs. 
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Vilmanyi  cs. 

Winkler  cs. 

Windt  cs. 

Waller  Baruch 
Rezsin 
Zoltan 
Lajos 
Elek 
Sara 
Herman 
Henri 
Gyula 
Jeno 
Samuel 

Baruch  Chaim 
Markus  es  cs. 

Waltner  Menachem 

Warum  cs. 

Weinberger  csal^ok 

Weisberger  cs. 

Wald  cs. 

Weiser  cs. 

Waldman  cs. 

Wetlman  cs. 

Weisz  Aron  es  neje 
Edit 

Emil  es  neje 

Frida 

Gitl 

Hanna 

Lea 

Lili 

Jeno 

Jenone 

Marton 

Jehuda 

Rachel 

Samuel 

Salamon 

Sara 

Zoltan 

Miklos 


Herman 

Jozsef 

Klari 

Chaim  es  cs. 
Regina 

Herman  es  testv. 
Hugo  es  cs. 

Zinner  Sandorne 

Semj^n 

Perlstein  csalad 
Friedman  cs. 
Lowenkopf  cs. 
Markovits  Bela  csaladja 
Weinberger  cs. 

Szerencs 

Braun  csalad 
Bilitzer  R^hel 
Bleier  cs. 

Alter  cs. 

Brummer  cs. 

Citron  cs. 

Deutsch  cs. 

Dicker  Andor  csaladja 
Bela  cs. 

Engel  cs. 

Friedman  csaladok 
Fierman  cs. 

Feyerstein  cs. 

Feldman  cs. 

Fried  cs. 

Grossman  cs. 

Goldstein  cs. 

Goldsmidt  cs. 

Griinstein  cs. 

Gliick  cs. 

Griinwald  Dr  es  cs. 

G^  Andor  csaladja 


Majorovits  Jozsef  es  neje 
Moskovits  cs. 

Markus  cs. 

Muller  cs. 

Neufeld  cs. 

Neuwirth  Adolf  es  neje 
Ilona 

Perlstein  cs. 

Pflanzenbaum  Lajos 

Polgar  Frederika 

Polak  csaladok 

Primche  cs. 

Phamer  csaladok 

Opman  cs. 

• • 

Osterreicher  Majse 

Tubi  & gyerm. 
Ortner  csaladok 
Reich  csalad 
Rose  Ede  es  cs. 

Frigyes  es  cs. 

Jon^ne 

Rosenbaum  csal^ok 
Rosenberg  csaladok 
Rosenbluth  Armin 
Samuel 
Sandor 
Rosman  csaladok 
Rosner  cs. 

Ringel  cs. 

Raab  cs. 

Rapaport  cs. 

Rothstein  cs. 

Rein  cs. 

Roth  Samuel  rabbi  neje 
Richter  Tibpr 
Rubin  Marton  es  cs. 
Schlanger  cs. 

Schonwald  cs. 

Schonstein  cs. 

Schwartz  csaladok 
Schweiger  csaladok 
Spiegel  Aron  ^ neje 


Seinfeld  Mano  es  neje 
Steindler  Herman 
Regina 
Sandor 
Tibor 

Stern  Ignac 
Stern  or^  csaladja 
Stark  Herman  es  cs. 
Streger  Cippora 
Sz^z  Sarolta 
Simon 

Schwimmer  csalad 
Sonnenschein  csaladok 
Simon  cs. 

Steinberger  cs. 

Szego  cs. 

Schwartzbart  cs. 
Schaps  cs. 

Schon  cs. 

Schreiber  cs. 

Szamet  Vilmos  es  cs. 
Jozsef  es  cs. 
Joelne 

Berta  es  gyerm. 
Cecil  es  gyerm. 
Kalman 
Vera 

Silberman  cs. 
Schonbrun  cs. 
Siegelman  cs. 

Sajovitz  cs. 

Salamon  Sandor 
Jozsef 
Zsuzsi 

Zoltan  es  neje 
Dr.  Safir  Zoltan 
Tratner  csaladok 
Teitelbaum  csaladok 
Tuchman  cs. 

Vajda  cs. 

Vamos  Jeno  es  neje 
Vas  Menyhert  es  neje 
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Gyulane 

Imrene 

Jenone 

Salamonne 

Jeno 

Jozsef 

Katalin 

Otto 

Pepi 

Rachel 

Sara 

M^kus 

Miklos 

Klein  rabbi  es  csaladja 
Kluger  Laszlo  es  neje 
Krausz  csaladok 
Kohn  csalad 
Kornitzer  cs. 

Kiss  cs. 

Krauszman  cs. 

Karmiol  cs. 

Kelner  cs. 

Kardos  Imre 
Knoblovits  cs. 

Kivovits  cs. 

Kroh  cs. 

Krohn  cs. 

Kornfeld  Cvi 
Gitl 
Jehuda 
Meyre 
Rilka 
Sara 
Leibish 
Frimet 
Mano 

Leibish  es  neje 
Lerner  cs. 

Lefkovics  Sie  es  cs. 

Hersl  es  cs. 
Aba  es  cs. 
David 


Miklos 

Gizella 

Ilona 

Sandor 

Landau  Vilmos  ^ neje 
Tibor 

Laszlofl  Henrikne 
Lerner  Ilona 

Miksa  es  neje 
Piroska 
Leichter  Szeren 
Lipkovits  Menyhertne 
Jakab  es  neje 
Hunor  feije  es  gyerm. 
Jozsef  6s  gyerm 
Rozsi  es  gyerm. 
Gizella 
Ilona 
Miklos 
Sandor 
David 
Lowy  csaladok 
Landau  csaladok 
Lichtenstein  dr.  es  cs. 

L6w  Fiilop 
Mihalyne 
Zoltan 

Landesman  Sie 

Csuri  es  cs. 

Lenerovics  cs. 

Lowinger  csaladok 
Lipsitz  csaladok 
Linder  csaladok 
Lobl  cs. 

Lieberman  cs. 

Mandel  Elavidne 

Herman  es  cs. 

Mor 
Hermina 
Markovits  cs. 

Muller  cs. 

Meisels  cs. 
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Ilonka 
liiszlo 
Miijam 
S^muelne 
Gecsd  csaldd 
Grossman  Adolf  ^ cs. 
M6ric  6s  cs. 
Andor 
Izidor 
Izidorne 
Jakob 
Keno 
Marton 
Mozes 
Rachel 
Sandor 
Sara 
Szeren 
Vera 

Griinberger  J6zsefn6 
Griinfeld  cs. 

Griinzweig  J6zsef 
Griinspan  Aron  6s  neje 
Sandor 

Griinwald  Aladar 
Emo  de. 

LUi 

Hani  6s  testv6rei 
Geller  Lajos 
Ir6n 
Sajndu 

Giinzler  Ddvid 
Ganzfried  cs. 

Goldreich  cs. 

Gottlieb  cs. 

Gliickman  cs. 

Gelbstein  cs. 

Guttman  cs. 

Goldberger  cs. 

Goldstein  csaladok 
Hamerman  csalad 
Jozsef 


Frida 

Salamon 

Paula 

Boske 

Hazai  Adolf 
Blanka 
Lenke 
Mikl6s 
Laszl6 
Vilmos 

Haas  csalad 

Halasz  cs. 

Handelsman  cs. 

Halpern  cs. 

Heiman  cs. 

Hemlei  cs  . 

Heller  cs. 

Herskovits  cs. 

Dr.  Heltai  Jeno  6s  csaladja 

Kiinscher  cs. 

Hoffenberg  Jeno  6s  neje 

Hartstein  cs. 

Jurovits  Leopold  6s  cs. 

Jozefovics  csaladok 

Kaufman  cs. 

Jakobovics  cs. 

Majern6 
Benjamin  6s  cs. 

Katz  Ad61 
Hana 
Nitzel 
Jakab 
Jeno 

Jehoshua 

Mendel 

David 

Klein  Kalman  6s  neje 
Anna 
Bernat 
Dezso 
Edit 
Gizella 
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Benjamin 

Ethel 

Itzhak 

Herschel 

Leibl 

Iren 

Judit 

Naftali 

Iren  (Weinberger) 
Etel  (Deutsch) 
Einspruch  Emil 
Hanna 
Lajos 
M6r 
Rozsa 

Eisner  csalad 
Edelheit  cs. 

Einhorn  Eizik 
Engel  Herman  es  cs. 
Eisdorfer  cs. 

Fazekas  Bernat 
Feldbrand  metszo  es  cs. 
Feldman  csaladok 
Frenkel  cs. 

Foldes  cs. 

Faber  cs. 

Frank  cs. 

Feiner  cs. 

Feldmar  cs. 

Feld  cs. 

Feinsilber  Lili 
Rina 
Rifka 
Samual 

Freilich  Mayer 
Fendrich  csal^ok 
Fettmann  Adolf 
Adolfne 
Margit 
Farkas  csaladok 
Frank  Klara 
Fuchs  csaladok 


Erzs6bet 

Istvan 

Andr^ 

Frieder  cs. 

Fried  cs. 

Filipovics  Ida 
Friedman  csaladok 
Friedman  Aranka 
Elezson^ 

I^la 

Eva 

Emo 

Gizella 

Malka 

Martonne 

Vilmos 

Samuel 

Gizella 

Jeno 

Miklos 

Judit 

Ferenc 

Etel 

Jozsef 

LUi 

Gdnfor  csal^ 

Garai  dr.  es  cs. 

Gero  Judit  es  Zsuzsanna 

Gerstl  Imre 
Jolan 
Judit 
Zoltan 

Gottdinger  Baruch 
Gerson 
Zseni 

Grosz  Fani 
Jakab 
Lea 
Mayer 
Istvan 

Gliick  Sandor  dr.  es  neje 
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Altman  Viloms  es  neje 
Adler  Jakab 

Adler  Chaim  es  csaladok 
Amesl  rabbi  ^ csaladja 
Jozsef 

Bauman  Sandor  ^ neje 
Baum  Bernat  es  neje 
Bauman  Simonne 
Zoltan 
Baum  Olga 
Emil 
Ervin 
Miklos 
Lenke 
Reisel 
Zvi 
Edel 
Jakab 
Menachem 
Sosana 
Mor  & neje 
Gizella 
Ibi 
Klari 
Bozsi 
Sandor 
Eva 

Herman  es  neje 

Tiber 

Odon 

Eva 

Braver  Bertalan  es  neje 
Berkovits  Erno  es  neje 
Rafael  es  neje 
Jeno  es  neje 
Bleich  csaladok 
Blum  csaladok 
Bieber  csaladok 
Barany  csaladok 
Biro  csaladok 

Brach  Chaim,  Iren,  Klara  & cs. 
Bloch  cs. 


Burger  cs. 

Braun  Dr.  & neje 
Berger  Jakab  es  cs. 
Braun  Eli^  es  cs. 

Berger  dr.  es  neje 
Bettelheim  Jakab  es  neje 
Birnbaum  csalad 
Beinhorn  cs. 

Blumenfeld  Ervin 
Nandor 
Jeno  es  neje 
Laszlone 
Brunner  Lajos 
Rezsin 
Miklos 
Lipot 
Marta 
Istvan 

Bleier  Herman  es  neje 
Pinkasz  es  neje 
Aniko 
Rachel 
Slomo 
Sandome 

Deutsch  Armin  es  neje 
Bela 
Berta 
Eva 
Gyorgy 
Marta 
Simon 

Herman  es  cs. 
Zalmen  L.  es  cs. 
Burech  . es  cs. 
Dick  Hers  rabbi  es  neje 
Dicker  Erzsebet 
Jozsef 

Dreisinger  Sie  es  cs. 
Davidovizs  csaladok 
Eisenberg  Moshe 
Smuel 
Chaim 
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Nagyrozvilgy 


Perbenyik 


Davidovics  Jeno  es  csaladja 
Fisch  Jeno  6s  cs. 

Fixler  Sandor  es  cs. 

Klein  Hertzke  es  cs. 

Lowy  csalad 
Salamon  cs. 

Schwartz  Jakab  es  cs. 
Weltman  Bela  es  cs. 

Weisz  Aron  es  cs. 

Fried  cs. 

Gliick  cs. 

N^ykOvesd 

Haberman  csalad 

Olaszliszka 

Braun  csalad 
Floher  cs. 

Friedman  cs. 

Friedlander  cs. 

Horowitz  cs. 

Kaisler  cs. 

Lowy  cs. 

Pdcin 

Braun  Miksa  dr.  es  csaladja 
Engelman  Dezso  es  cs. 
Edlisz  Herman  es  cs. 

Simon  es  cs. 

Fenyo  Miklos  es  cs. 
Fridman  Jozsef  es  cs. 

Grosz  csaladok 
Klein  csalad 
Ganz  Laszlo  es  cs. 
Rosenberg  Ferenc  es  cs. 
Rubin  Chaim  es  cs. 

Schon  Herman  es  cs. 
Steinberger  csalddok 


Hartenbaum  csalad 
Kallus  cs. 

R6vlednyvdr 

Bayer  csalad 
Diamant  cs. 

Klein  cs. 

Ricse 

Zukker  csalad 
Zukor  cs. 

Bilitzer  Samson 
Fischer  Jeno 
Griinfeld  Herman 
Lowenkopf  Jeno 
David 

Klein  Armin 
Kleinbart  Bernat 
Roth  Menyhert 
Sorger  Isidor 
Strickberger  David 
Stark  Menyhert 
Weisz  Erno  es  cs. 
Friedman  csaladok 
Weinstock  cs. 

Stark  cs. 

Leitner  cs. 

SdtoraljatUhely 

Alexander  Dezso  es  neje 
Emo  es  neje 
Gyorgy 
Marika 
Sandor 
Sandorne 
Manone 
Vilmos  es  neje 
Auspitz  Mor  es  neje 
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Heimlich  cs. 

Frishman  cs. 

Schwartz  cs. 

Cs^ke 

Land  csalad 
Groszman  Lajos  es  cs. 


Klsrozviigy 

Janklovics  Ignac  es  csaladja 
Jakubovits  Miksane  es  gyermekei 
Friedman  Mozesne  es  cs. 
Smulovits  Vilmosne 

Borbala  ^ gyerm. 

Gliick  Marton  es  cs. 


D^moc 


Liica 


Friedman  csalad 

ErddMnye 

Goldstein  csalad 
Giinzler  cs. 
Stuhlberger  cs. 

Hernddn^meti 

Feuerstein  csalad 
Kohn  cs. 

Walder  cs. 

Kiskdvesd 

Goldstein  csalad 
Perl  cs. 

Roth  cs. 


Juskovics  csalad 
Czik  cs. 

Klein  cs. 
Neuman  cs. 

L^besMnye 

Blaustein  csalad 
Megyaszd 

Fendrich  csalad 
Fogel  cs. 

Flohr  cs. 
Schwartz  cs. 
Waldner  cs. 

Mezdzombor 


Karcsa 

Gliick  Herman  csaladja 
Goldstein  csalad 
Scharf  cs. 

Strausz  Jakab  es  csaladja 
Ungar  Miksa  es  cs. 

Herman  es  cs. 
Lichtman  Adolf  es  cs. 


Zukkerman  csalad 

Monok 

Groszman  csalad 
Kaufman  cs. 

Klein  cs. 

Polak  cs. 

Schirmer  cs. 
Zimmerman  cs. 


Karos  Ni^ytdrkdny 

Stren^r  csal^  Gartenberg  csalad 
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XIII.  Megeiiil6kez6s...  A 


Ag^ 

Diamant  csalad 
Trattner  csalad 

Agcseriki 

Blum  csalad 
Berkovits  Lajos 
Gliick  csalad 
Klein  csalad 

Kreisman  Lajos,  neje  es  gyerm. 
Zimmerman  csalad 

Bekecs 

Feuerstein  csalad 
Klein  csalad 

Berecki 

Mittelman  csalad 
Hausman  csalad 
Klein  csalad 
Schon  csalad 
Baum  csalad 

Bodrogszerdahely 

Haberman  csalad 
Roth  csal^ 

Bodrogkeresztdr 

Bogler  csalad 
Deutsch  cs. 

Devai  cs. 

Fried  cs. 


mdrtirok  n^vsora 


Friedman  cs. 

Egri  cs. 

Entner  cs. 

Gtinzler  cs. 

Goldman  cs. 

Hoffman  cs. 

Klein  cs. 

Lichtman  cs. 

Kahan  cs. 

Hover  cs. 

Rieder  cs. 

Lefkovits  cs. 

Stern  cs. 

Silberman  cs. 

Seidenfeld  cs. 

Steiner  cs. 

Schlesinger  cs. 

Szamet  csaladok 
Szamet  Chanoch 
Saje 
Avrom 

Simson  es  neje 
Steinberg  csalad 
Rubin  cs. 

Hartman  cs. 

Waller  cs. 

Weisz  cs. 

Taub  cs. 

Weiman  cs. 

Weiszhausz  cs. 

Cigdnd 

Biener  csalad 
Muller  cs. 

Neuman  Rabbi  csaladja 
Schreiber  cs. 
Weinberger  cs. 
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Az  oroszok  kozeledtevel  Kutnoig  gyalogolnak,  az  emberek  kezdenek 
lebetegedni,  kutyakat  engednek  rajuk,  belejlik  lovoldoznek,  s aki  egy 
folyohoz  vanszorog,  hogy  szomjat  olthassa  — belelovik  a folyoba.  Telen 
erkezik  Dachauba,  ahonnan  Kauferingbe  keriil  a 4-es  szamii  laberbe, 
facipoje  kette  reped,  papirba  csomagolja  fagyott  labat.  A lagerkorhazba 
szeretne  menni  labaval,  de  Faber  Aranka,  aki  a konyhan  dolgozott  es 
lopott  szamukra  etelt  — lebeszeli,  mert  az  a biztos  veget  jelenti.  Nem 
birja  a szenvedest,  megis  elmegy  — szerencsere  visszakuldik.  (“Faber 
Aranka  Becsben  el,  haboru  utan  talalkoztam  vele,  Faber  Smilu  meg  Los 
Angelesben/')  Egy  cseh  orvos  menti  meg,  azaltal,  hogy  valamifele  or- 
vossagot  szerez,  amikor  tifuszt  kap.  Az  utolso  hetekben  mar  csak  fiivon 
elnek.  S az  utolso  napokban,  aljas  modon  egy  nemet  katonakkal  tele 
szerelvenyhez  vagonirozzak  be  oket  is,  mert  tudjak,  hogy  a suru 
bombazasoknal  az  amerikaiak  fognak  vegezni  veliik  — s valoban  szazaval 
haltak  meg  akkor.  Masnap,  miutan  a szerelvenyen  legelharito  agyiik  is 
voltak,  a harmic  vagon  deportalt  fogja  fel  testevel  a geppuskaz^t.  Miutan 
a bombazas  alatt  a nemetek  eltuntek,  bevanszorognak  egy  faluba,  ahol  azt 
hazudjak,  hogy  a nemet  parancsnok  mondta,  hogy  menjen  mindenki, 
amerre  a szeme  lat.  De  a nemetek  visszajonnek,  osszeterelik  oket  — Sam 
es  nehany  tarsa  szerencsere  elbiijnak  — 3000  embert  olnek  meg  akkor 
ejjel;  masnap  az  amerikaiak  mar  felszabaditjak  oket...  St.  Ottilienbe  viszik 
— a szo  szoros  ertelmeben,  mert  mar  olyan  gyenge,  hogy  menni  kep- 
telen,  ,,meg  24-48  ora  es  vegem  lett  volna.” 

Ket  honapig  volt  szanatoriumban  a Giincler  fiuval,  de  a tejes  Dreisner 
fia  is  ott  volt;  a felszabadulas  utan  ott  halt  meg.  Batyjat  a tel  kozepen 
akasztottak  fel  egy  pokrocert,  amivel  munkara  ment  ki,  mert  fazott,  s azt 
hittek,  hogy  lopta. 

^ 

1945  szeptemberere  erkezik  vissza  Ujhelyre,  hugat,  Brach  Lipotot, 
nagybatyjat,  s Brach  Smilut  talalja  otthon.  Lipot,  fia  es  sogora  fogadnak 
otthonukba  mindenkit,  akinek  nines  hova  menni.  Egy  pentek  este  az 
oroszok  mellett  magyar  rendorok  elviszik  oket  godroket  asni,  s latva, 
hogy  akik  nemreg  nyilasok  voltak,  lijra  fegyverrel  vigyaznak  rea,  rajon, 
hogy  “itt  nincsen  szamunkra  hely 

Befejezeslil  meg  elmondja  torontoi  otthonaban,  hogy  Lipot 
nagybatyjanak  fia  — Eugen  — Ottawaban,  Slojme  New  Yorkban  el  es 
Smilu  par  ewel  ezelott  New  Yorkban  meghalt.  De  a Brach-csalad  lijra 
virul:  a leszarmazottak  tobb  mint  szaz  unokatestvert  tartanak  szamon. 
Egyik-masik  csaladtag  Kever  Avotra  Ujhelyre  latogat,  ahova  — mint 
mar  emlitettiik  mar  1700-ban  temettek  egy  oset  — ezt  a temetot  egy 
bizottsag  innen  kesziil  most  rendbe  hozatni... 

Toronto,  1985.  februar  1. 
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kassai  hitkozseg  iranyit^val  a 1 7 eves  fiu  egy  olyan  mentoakcioban  vesz 
reszt,  amely  a legnagyobb  micve  — szlovak  es  lengyel  zsidokat  ment  at  a 
hataron,  hetenketn  20-25,  de  van  olyan  het  is,  hogy  30  embert  csempesz- 
nek  at^  a legnagyobb  titokban.  Pedig  litjuk  nap  mint  nap  egy  kassai 
kaszariiya  elott  vezet  el  a menekiiltekkel,  ^iket  bizonyos  hazakhoz  kellett 
vezetniiik,  ahonnan  meg  azon  az  ejszakan  Pestre  szoktettek  oket.  A 
kemelharito  azonban  rajon  a dologra,  a nyolc  aktivistabol  egy  lebukik,  ki 
akarjak  deriteni  ki  all  a mento  munka  mbgott  es  ki  vesz  meg  reszt  benne 
cselekvoen. 

Sam  Frank  visszamegy  Ujhelyre,  ahol  csaladi  gyokerei  melyek,  a 
szeretett  nagyapa  egyszer  kiviszi  a temetobe,  hogy  megmutasson  neki  egy 
1700-b61  valo  sirt,  amely  egy  osee  lehetett... 

Mikor  visszater  Kassarol,  par  het  utan  megindul  a gettozas.  A gettoban 
a futar  szerepet  olti  be,  amire  a rendorseg  jelolte  ki,  es  specialis  kar- 
szallaggal  latja  el,  hogy  ki-be  jarhat  a getto  teriileterol,  mialtal  kenyeret 
csempeszhet  be  a gettoba.  Valaki  ajanlotta,  hogy  biijjon  el  egy  hegyaljai 
hazban,  amerre  a madar  se  jar,  de  6 nem  megy,  lelkiismerete  nem  engedi, 
hogy  elhagyja  nagyapjat.  S valoban  6 az  egyetlen,  aki  a harmadik  transz- 
porttal  nagyapjaval  egyiitt  megy  Auschwitzba,  bar  a vagonirozasnal  egy 
joerzesu  rendortiszt,  Horvath  nevii,  latva  a nemetek  altal  veghezvitt 
brutalis  akciot,  megfogja  a karjat,  s igy  szol:  ,,Kisfiam,  Te  velem  jossz  in- 
nen  vissza../'  ,,Ez  az  ember  J61  ismert  minket,  bejart  a hazunkba, 
nagyapamat  tisztelte,  de  vele  se  mentem.’’ 

,, Auschwitzba  Savuotkor,  koran  reggel  erkeztiink,  siralmas  utat 
agyva  magunk  megett.  Meg  sotet  volt.  Lattuk  a kemenybol  kitorc 
Icingokat,  ereztiik  a buzt...  Itt  valasztottak  el  nagyapamtol,  aki  — miutan 
tudta,  hogy  el  akartak  bujtatni,  — banta,  hogy  vele  mentem...  De  jo 
erzes,  hogy  el  tudtunk  bucsiizni  egymastol...”  Felvilagositjak,  hogy 
labujjhegyre  kell  allnia,  ha  nem  akarja,  hogy  a szelekcional  rossz  oldalra 
kiildjek.  Nehany  nap  utan  Varsoba  keriil,  44  lijhelyi  fiatallal  egyiitt, 
akikbol  csak  6 maradt  meg.  Mielott  litnak  inditjak,  azon  az  ejjelen  tudja 
meg,  hogy  a szemkozti  barakkban  van  a nagyapja,  tiszapolgari 
deportaltakkal,  a reggeli  appelnal  szeretne  meglatni,  talan  utoljara 
talalkozni  vele,  de  a sors  kegyetlen,  anelkul,  hogy  lathatta  volna  — 
elinditjak  Varsoba... 

Varsoba  a getto  lazadas  leverese  utan  erkezik.  A peldasan  rendszereto 

nemetek  a romokbol  veltik  pucoltatjak  le  es  vagonirozzak  az  epen  maradt 
teglakat,  amit  Nemetorszagba  iranyitanak.  Itt  ismerkedik  meg  a szadiz- 
mus  csimborasszojaval:  — nem  eleg  a nehez  munka,  az  SS  pribekek  a par 
kilometerre  levo  konyhahoz  ligy  viszik  oket  ebedelni,  hogy  mindenkmek 
6i  teglat  kell  vinnie  a vallan.  Oda-vissza.  Ovatosan  kell  letenni  az  etkezes 
idejere,  aki  leejt  vagy  osszetor  egyet,  az  borzalmas  verest  kap. 
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emlektiket  szeretnem  megorizni  az  utokor  szamara.  Azt  hiszem  mindenki 
ismerte  Ujhelyen  a korhazi  Schwartz  bacsit  — a nagyapamat  — es  a 
nagyanyamat.  A Chevra  Kadisa  kerhazban  toltottek  el  eletiik  nagyreszet, 
tobb  mint  negyven  evet  kemenyen  dolgozva  es  becsiiletesen,  hajnaltol  — 
ejfelig.  Mikor  boldogult  nagyapam  1934-ben  megnyerte  az  Allami 
Sorsjatekon  a fonyeremenyt,  nagyobb  reszet  a nyeremenynek  a 
szegenyeknek,  raszoruloknak,  a Chevra  Kadisanak  es  egyeb  jotekony 
celra  adomanyozta.  Istenfelo,  jambor,  becsiiletes,  igazi  zsido  emberek 
voltak  — adjon  a Mindenhato  Nekik  nyugodt  pihenest... 

Toronto,  1984. 

Klein  J6zsef  eml^kezik 

J.  Klein  — Klein  Jozsef — Mateszalkarol  szarmazo  torontoi  lakos,  aki 
mint  munkaszolgalatos  Ujhelyen  volt  egysegevel  a gettoz^  idejen,  a 
nehez  napokra  emlekezik: 

Hiisvet  idejen  erkeztek,  a 101-es  Katonai  Ruharaktar  melle  beosztott 
munkaszolgalatos  egyseg  kereteben  Ujhelyre.  Az  liton  lattak  a szekerek 
hosszii  sorat,  oregekkel,  asszonyokkal,  gyermekekkel  felpakolva,  s 
csomagokkal  is,  melyet  csendorok  kisertek.  A kornyekbeli  falvak 
zsidosagat  vittek  a gettoba.  Kapcsolatba  keriilnek  vellik  es  azok  sirva 
meselik,  hogy  tereltek  oket  ossze,  s hiisvet  leven  nines  elegendo 
elelmiszenik  sem.  Megszervezik  az  elelem  becsempeszeset,  a katonai 
raktarbol  elcsent  szvetterekbol,  melyeket  az  elelmiszer-eloszto  egyseg 
katonainal  konzervekre  cserelnek  be. 

Kesobb  egysegevel  szinten  Nemetorszagba  keriil,  ahol  a paranesnoka 
— egy  Flekkes  giinynevu  baratja  otletere  megkornyekezi  a nemet  vonat- 
paranesnokot,  aki  visszavezenyli  oket  Magyarorszagra,  Kalandos  liton  jut 
el  Besztercebanyara,  onnan  a hegyekbe  egy  3000  fot  szamlalo  par- 
tizanegyseghez,  melynek  fele  zsidokbol  all.  Nemet  esapatokat  tamadnak 
meg  — igy  szerezve  fegyvert,  robbanoanyagot,  — vonatokat  robban- 

Toronto,  1984 


Sam  Frank  besz^moldja 

Sam  Frank  — torontoi  lakos  — beszamoloja  gettorol,  veszkorszakrol. 

Ujhelyen  sziiletett,  nevelkedett,  s ott  jart  chaderbe  is.  Kilenc  eves, 
amikor  anyja  meghal,  apja  lijra  nosiil,  s Tiszapolgarra  koltozik,  ahol 
nehany  honapig  Sam  is  vele  van,  de  visszamegy  nagyapjahoz  Ujhelyre. 
Anyai  nagyapja  Chaim  Brach  igazi  “behoved”  zsido  ember,  akit  zsidok  es 
nem  zsidok  egyarant  tiszteltek.  Szorgalmas,  becsiiletes,  vall^os  joember 
volt.  Tizenot  unokajabol  a Lipot  negy  gyermeke  es  Sam,  ket  testverevel 
eltek  Ujhelyen.  A nagyapa  emleke  orok  szimbolum  a szemeben... 

1 944-ben  Kassara  megy,  ahol  neveltetesenek  megfelelo  hivat^  vaija,  a 
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Tobb  ezer  hamisitott  menlevel  lesz  kiadva,  ,,Lakashivatar’  alakul  es 
Jakov  es  tarsai  rendori  kiserettel  indulnak  a csillagos  hazakbol  “vedett- 
hazak”-ba  menteni  at  az  embereket.  A triikk  bevalik,  a “vedett-hazak” 
aranylag  oltalmat  nyiijtanak. 

Egy  decemberi  napon  megkesve  erkeznek  egy  csillagos  hazhoz,  — 
rendori  kiserettel,  mint  a svajci  kovetseg  alkalmazottai  — mert  a lakok 
nagyresze  mar  litban  volt  a getto  fele,  Jakov  a nyilas  parancsnokhoz  fpr- 
dul,  kezeben  nevsorral,  bogy  kiemelhesse  a menet  menlevellel  rendelkezo 
tagjait.  Igazolvanyait  a nyilas  nem  fogadja  el,  valasz  helyett  6 is  a menet- 
ben  talalja  magat.  Egy  rendortiszt  all  szerencsere  kozeleben,  akinek 
segitseget  keri,  s aki  elfogadja  az  igazolvanyat. 

A tiszti  rangot  a nyilas  kenytelen  respektalni,  de  elobb  meg  puskatus- 

sal  fejbe  vagja  Jakovot,  akit  csak  kucsmaja  ved  meg  komolyabb 
sebesiilestol.De  egy  heti  labadozas  utan  lijra  a “Lakas-hivatar’-ban 
mukodik  es  embereket,  akiket  csak  lehetett  “Vedett-hazba’’  koltoztet. 

December  kozepen  a varos  mar  harcter,  aknavetok  es  agyuk  lovedekei 
csapnak  be  itt  is  — ott  is,  lehetetlenne  valik  az  utcai  kozlekedes.  Igy,  egy 
delutan  mar  nem  tud  visszamennyi  a Pozsonyi-iiti  “Lakas-hivatalbol”  a 
Vadasz  utcaba.  Ott  reked  egy  baratjaval,  s tanuja  a nyilasok  dunaparti 
verengzeseinek  es  egy-egy  menekiiltet  onnan  megsegit.  Az  utolso  heten  a 
haz  harmadik  emeleten  nemet  geppuskaallas  tiizel  egy  dunapartra  nezo 
ablakbol,  s a legnyomas  altal  betort  ablaktablak  hianyat  erzik  — a tel 
teljes,  januari  erejet.  Egy-egy  tanyer  tires  fozeleket  kap  neha  a lakok 
jovoltabol.  Az  eptilet  idonkent  megremeg  a ttizersegi  becsapod^oktol,  az 

utca  kihalt.  Minden  ora  egy  napnak,  minden  nap  egy  evnek  tunik,  sem- 
milyen  hir  nem  jut  el  hozzajuk  — de  tudjak,  erzik,  latjak  bogy  kortilottuk 


tombol  a bare.  Ejszaka.  Sztintelen  a badi-zaj  mar,  alvasrol  szo  sem  lebet. 
Erzik  — azon  az  ejszakan  — bogy  kozel  a felszabadulas.  De  nem 
mondjak  ki,  biszen  valami  bestialis  nyilas  bossziija  meg  elerbeti  oket,  s az 
eptilet  is  reajuk  omolbat  mielott  a felszabaditok  megerkeznenek... 

1945.  januar  17.  Reggel.  A derengesben  kialvatlansagtol  ego 
szemtiknek  nem  akarnak  binni:  — az  utcan  lefegyverzett  magyar  es 
nemet  katonak  vonulnak  golyoszoros  orosz  katonak  kisereteben... 

Toronto,  1985.  januar. 


Paul  Kent  visszaeml^kez^se 

Paul  Kent  — Sebwartz  Pali  — torontoi  lakos  megemlekezese 
nagysztileirol: 

„En  nem  eltem  ott,  csak  Ujbelyen  sztilettem,  de  mindeg  lijbelyinek 
ereztem  magam.  Nagysztileim  ott  eltek  az  utolso  percig.  Az  6 draga 
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“Hdrom  h6nap^' 

Jakov  Steindler  — Laszlo  — torontoi  lakes  "Harom  honap"  — cimet 
adja  elbeszelesenek. 

1 944  oktober  1 5-en,  midon  Szalasi  es  a nyilasok  magukhoz  ragadtak  a 
hatalmat,  a fovaros  zsidosaga  a vegveszedelem  csiicspontjara  keriil.  A 
kituzott  cel  — a zsidosag  megsemmisitese.  A deportacio  esak  reszben 
sikeruK  az  orosz  front  kozelsege  folytan.  Meg  az  is,  aki  kereszteny 
papirokkal  van  felszerelve,  mar  nem  meri  hasznalni.  Mert  ha  valakit 
zsido-gyaniisnak  tartanak  — testi  motozast,  vizsgalatot  alkalmaznak  es 
ott  helyben  lovik  agyon  aldozatukat. 

Oktober  20.  — A nyilasok  bernennek  a csillagos  hazakban, 
osszeterelik  a ferfiakat  es  az  irany  — gyalog  — Goddllo.  A tobb  napos 
meneteles  alatt  katonai  keret  veszi  at  a felugyeletet.  A Gddollo  melletti 
kiralyi  birtok  hataraban  tankesapda-arkokat  kell  asni.  A munka  nerh 
fejezodik  be  az  orosz  elonyomulas  visszavonulasra  keszteti  oket,  de  most 
Pest  fele.  A menet  napokon  keresztiil  vonul  az  orszagiiton,  az  emberek 
kozt  elterjed  a hir,  nem  Pestre  mennek,  az  lij  cel:  Ausztria.  Jakov  es  egy 
tarsa  a konyhafelszereles  okrosszekereert  felelosek.  A kesodelutani, 
novemberi  sziirkuletben  az  ujpesti  sarga  villamos  kovonalait  sejti  meg,  a 
terv  magatol  adodik  es  a kivitele  sem  varat  magara.  A menet  a sinek 
menten  vonul  es  a forduloban  lassito  villamosra  ugrik,  anelkiil,  hogy 
hatranezne  s a sotetedes,  a villamos  zsiifoltsaga  segitsegevel  zavartalanul 
jut  be  Pestre. 

A hazban  — ahol  Pesten  lakott  Jakov  — mar  nem  lehetett  zsido  ferfi. 
A hazmester  figyelmet,  a feltunest  el  kellett  keriilnie.  Fellopozik.  Az  tires 
lakasban  tobbhetes  posta  es  kozte  — bontatlanul  — egy  svajei  menlevel. 
Itt  nem  maradhat,  csillagos  hazban  biztos  a lebukas.  A Vadasz  utcai 
Uveghazba  kell  bejutnia,  ahol  a multban  a cionista  mozgalom  tagjaival 
talalkozott.  Az  utat  ovatosan  teszi  meg,  nyilas  razziak  kozepette.  Az 
epiilet  el  ott  kis  csoport  var,  s a kapuban  rendor,  akinek  engedelyevel 
lehet  esak  a svajei  kovetseg  eptiletebe  bejutni. 

Rovid  varakozas  utan  a kapu  kinyilik,  valaki  eltavozik  — s minden 
erejet  osszeszedve  a felig  nyitott  szarnyan  keresztiil  Jakov  beveti  magat. 
A foldon  fekszik  — de  bent.  Perceken  beltil  jobaratok  — Micu  es  Zsoka, 
akik  a menlevelet  kiildtek  — veszik  kdriil.  Ejszakai  szallasa  a pince,  ahol 
tobbszaz  menekiilt  zsufolodik  ossze.  Kesobb  ez  a szam  kb.  300-re  duz- 
zad.  Itt  Ujhelyrol  valo  Jumi  baratjaval  osztozik  a nehez  sorsban. 

Budapest  ostromaval,  bombazasaval  egyidoben  egyre  rosszabb  hirek 
jonnek  kintrol.  A nyilas  verengzes  tetofokara  hag.  A razziak  az  Uveghaz 
elott  szedik  mar  aldozataikat  es  a rendori  feltigyelet  ellenere  nyilasok 
probalnak  betorni,  majd  a teton  keresztiil  csendorok  a haz  udvarara. 
Celjuk  vilagos,  de  a svajei  konzul  fellepese,  tiltakozasa  szerencsere  segit. 
Bent  azonban  romlik  az  emberek  egeszsegi  allapota  es  az 
elelmiszerellatas,  a zsiifoltsag  egyre  novekszik. 

S megis  innen  indul  ki  egy  szereny,  de  tomegeket  felolelo  mentoakeio. 
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Friedmann  Zoltdn  visszaeml^kez^i 

Jele;ileg  North  Hollywood,  California,  U.S.A. 
,,Megfosztottak  minket  felsobb  tanulmanyi  lehetosegektol. 


megnyirbaltak  normalis  eletkorulmenyeinket  — mar  a getto  elotti  idok- 
ben.  Korlatoztak  szabadsagomat,  megfosztottak  emberi  meltosagonitol  es 
jogaimtol,  elkoboztak  javainkat,  ertekeinket  es  szemelyes  tulajdonomat 
kepezo  minden  egyeb  dolgot,  ami  csak  hozzank  tartozott  — a gettoban. 
Szemtanuja  voltam  kinzasoknak  es  vereseknek  es  szamos  egyeb  at- 
trocit^nak  es  brutalis  megnyilvanulasnak,  ahogy  bantak  gyermekekkel  es 
idosebb  emberekkel  a magyar  csendorok  es  az  antiszemita  lakossag  is. 

Auschwitzban  a legnehezebb  kenyszermunkan  voltam,  vereseket  kellett 
elszenvednem  es  eheztem;  a felszabadulas  az  ugynevezett  “muzulman  ’ 
allapotban  ert,  amely  akkori  kifejezes  a csont  es  borre  lesovanyodottak 
elvenezese  volt.  Sziileim  es  noverem  elgazositottak  — ilymodon 
gyilkoltak  meg,  ahogy  Auschwitzba  erkeztiink.  Igy  jart  igen  sok 
rokonom,  nagynenikeim  es  nagybacsiaim  es  unokatestvereim  is,  s igen 
sok  gyermekkori  baratom.  Mind-mind  aldozatai  a fektelen  es  elvakult 
naci  gyuloletnek  es  embertelensegnek  — azok  utan,  hogy  meg  Auschwitz 
elott  megfosztottak  mindennemu  polgari  es  emberi  jogainktol  — faji 
felsobbrendusagiik  cimen  es  neveben.” 

Friedmann  Zoltan  rokonai,  akik  elpusztultak  a vaszkorszak  idejen: 
(1939-1945) 


Friedmann  Aladar,  edesapam, 

Friedmann  Zsofia,  edesanyam,  akikat  utoljara  1944  junius  otodiken 
lattam,  illetve  idaig  van  tudom^om  letezesukrol. 

Friedmann  (Richter)  Lydia,  leanytestverem, 

Weisz  Henrikne,  nagynenem, 

Rothbart  Gyulane,  nagynenem, 

Rothbart  Markus  es  felesege,  nagynenem  es  nagybatyam, 

Friedmann  Dezso  es  felesege,  nagynenem  es  nagybatyam, 

Friedmann  Laszlo,  unokatestverem, 

Weisz  Andor  es  Rozsi,  unokatestvereim, 

Bardos  Jeno,  Helen  es  lion,  unokatestvereim, 

Weisz  Hermina,  Samu,  Sanyi,  Laci,  Lili,  unokatestvereim, 

Friedmanti  Ede  es  Vilma,  nagybatyam  es  nagynenem  es  gyermekei, 
Rothbart  Tibor,  unokatestverem, 

Weiszberger  Marci,  Rozsi,  Marika  unokatestvereim  es  szamos  mas 
rokonom  es  sok-sok  jobarat.... 

Hollywood,  1984.  junius  19. 
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deportal tak  koze  keriil,  akikbol  ezret  bevagoniroznak  — s akikbol  a 
kovetkezo  allomason  mar  csak  hatszaz  van  eletben...  s huszonnegy  orara 
ra  mar  csak  haromszaz...  Kozvetlen  mellette  halt  meg  Dr.  Szekely,  a 
Zsido  Korhaz  f6orvosa...Innen  gyalog  vissza  Allachba,  ahol  — 
testvereivel  egyiitt  — felszabadul... 

Felejthetetlen  emleke  a deportalasbol,  hogy  egy  Kapo,  akirol 
“Judenmorder’’  cimmel  Angliaban  a haboni  utan  konyv  jelent  meg  s aki 
egymaga  tizezer  zsidot  bit  meg  — kihirdette,  hogy  aki  Jom  Kippur 
napjan  enni  fog,  az  dupla  adagot  fog  kapni  es  meg  egy  iiveg  sort  is  igert! 
De  senkit  sem  tudott  meg  igy  sem  rabeszelni,  hogy  ne  bbjtoljenek! 

Elismeri,  hogy  voltak  rendesen  viselkedo  nemetek  is,  egy  vasiiti  or 
peldaul  a kisvardai  Fischer  Tibi  reszere  — aki  akkor  meg  csak 
tizenharom  eves  volt!  — mindennap  hozott  egy  margarinnal,  mar- 
maladeval  megkent  kenyeret. 

Meg  megemliti,  hogy  bar  fegyvertelenek  voltak  — batorsagban  nem 
volt  hiany,  a batyja,  latvan,  hogy  apjukat  meg  Ujhelyen  puskatussal  hat- 
bavagja  egy  csendor,  nekimegy  es  felpofozza.  Persze  batyja  dragan  fizet 
meg  erte,  veresre  verik-torik  a hatat,  melynek  nyomait  mind  a mai 
napig  magan  viseli... 

Felszabadulaskor  negyvenot  kilot  nyom...  es  egy  nemet,  “aki  nagyon 
szeretett  engem’’  — taplalja  fel... 

Hazakeriil  — testvereivel  egyiitt.  Megnosiil  es  miutan  felesege 
allapotos  lesz,  majd  gyermeke  sziiletik  — ket  evig  meg  Ujhelyen  marad. 

Ma  Torontoban  el.  Ujhelyre  is  ellatogatott  azota  ketszer  is,  az  elso 


viszontlatas  nagyon  megrazza,  mikor  Ujhelyrol  elszarmazott  zsido hoz 
illoen  eloszor  a templomokat  keresi  fel  — s meg  kell  allapitani,  hogy  a 
szefard-templomnak  nyoma  sines,  lakohaz  all  a helyen,  a statusquo  tem- 
plom  pedig  romokban  hever...“A  szivem  elszorult...  meg  kimentem  a 
temetobe,  s mar  utaztam  is  vissza... “ Akkor  meg  l5j helyen  talaltam  Cin- 
ner  Mukit,  Weiser  Patyut,  Menezel  bacsit  es  Deutschot... 

Masodszor  — 1975-ben,  amikor  mar  tudja,  mi  var  ra  — kbnnyebb 
lelekkel  veheti  a dolgokat. 

Befejezesiil  unokaihoz  szol:  “A1  tiskohu!!!’’  — “Ne  felejtsetek!”  Ugy 
veli,  tbbbet  ligy  sem  lehet  mondani,  mert  az  amerikai  zsidosag,  vagy 
barki,  aki  nem  elte  mindezt  at  — hihetetlennek  tartja,  nem  tudja  meger- 
teni,  elkepzelni,  hogy  min  ment  az  europai  zsidosag  keresztiil,  egy  resze 
tetleniil  nezve,  hogy  elhurcoljak,  mint  az  allatokat... 


Toronto,  1984. 
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Avoda  volt  a jelszava.  Hatan  voltunk  fiiitestverek. 

A gettoz^  kezdeten  a statusquo  templomban  jelentkezni  kellett,  ahol 
mindenkit  megmotoztak.  Ezekutan  egy  lezart  varosresz  egy-egy  hazaba 
harom-negy  haz  lakoit  zsiifoltak  ossze  a csendorok  a nemetekkel 
egyuttmiikodve.  A getto  allapot  husvettol  savuotig  tartott,  het-nyolc 
hetig.  A gettoban  eleg  nehez  volt  a helyzet,  kimenni  nem  lehetett. 
Boldogult  edesapam  megszervezett  egy  ugynevezett  nepkonyhat  azok 
szamara,  akik  nem  tudtak  magukon  segiteni.  En  a getto  irodajaban 
dolgoztam,  ahonnan  tobb  emlekem  van.  Igy  peldaul  azt  is  tudom,  bogy 
5611  ember  volt  a gettoban,  talan  ha  dznek  sikeriilt  megszokni. 


Tudomasom  van  olyanokrol,  akik  pincekben  biijkaltak  s ezekbol  egyesek 
elnek  mindmaig.  Egy  csaladot  en  magam  mentettem  meg  — ez  volt  Ort- 
ner,  a Berger  iivegesnek  veje  es  csaladja,  akik  Becsben  elnek.  A getto 
betegeit  a statusquo  iskolaban  helyeztek  el,  szalmazsakokon  fekiidtek  es 
zsido  lanyok  apoltak  oket,  s a Zsido  Korhaz  orvosai  is  ott  mukodtek.’’ 
Megrazo  es  elo-eleven  a leirasa,  mikor  beszamol  arrol,  hogy  Edesanyja 
elkiildte  Keresztiiri  rabbihoz  a Savuotra  szokasos  turoskreplivel  (amit 
meg  ezekben  a nehez  napokban  is  — egyediil  a gettobeli  asszonyok  kozt 
— csinalt!)  es  eppen  akkor  hurcoltak  el  a tokaji  Engelt  rabbija  mellol. 
Tanuja  annak,  hogy  felholtra  vertek  ezt  az  embert,  mert  azt  mondta, 
hogy  inkabb  meghal,  de  a rabbi  mellett  akar  maradni.  De  elvittek 
anelklil,  hogy  a rabbival  mehetett  volna.  Mikor  a harmadik  transz- 
port  is  litrakelt,  a maradek  zsidosagot  a ciganytelepre,  a ciganyokat  a 
zsidolakasokba  parancsoltak.  Beszamol  az  ujhelyi  foghazlazadasrol,  ahol 
lijvideki  es  zentai  foglyok  voltak,  s koztiik  szep  szammal  zsido  fiuk  es 
lanyok  is  — ezek  meggyilkoltak  tobb  nemetet,  kitortek  es  el  is 
menekiiltek.  Tobbsegiiket  — menekiilesuk  kozben,  ahol  talaltak  — 

lottek  agyon. 

Lekesi  a munkataborba  valo  bevonulasanak  idopontjat  — igy  keriil  a 
gettoba,  ahonnan  Savuot  utan  egy  hettel  Birkenauba  viszik.  Ott  — Briin- 
ner  Laci  javaslatara  — hatvan  mas  lijhelyivel  munkara  jelentkeznek  s 
igy  jut  el  Allachba,  Dachau  melle  egy  otszazas  csoporttal.  Pedig  meg  — 

elvalasztva  testvereitol  — beosztottak  egy  Varsoba  indulo  reszlegbe,  mig 
Baum  Menyhertet,  akit  apjatol  valasztottak  el,  a Dachauba  indulok  koze. 
Eleg  egy  pillantas-valtas,  a ket  fiatal  gyors-eszrevetleniil  helyet  cserel. 
“En  megmaradtam  — Baum  Menyu  nem  jott  haza...” 

Allachba  a Todt-szervezet  mellett  dolgoznak,  vasuti  sineket  allitanak 
helyre,  amit  deli  12-kor  az  amerikaiak,  delutan  3-kor  az  angolok 
bombaznak.  Ez  a munka  ’44  julius-augusztusMol  harom  hettel  a haboni 
befejezese  elottig  tart  szamara,  amikoris  lijbol  elvalasztjak  testvereitol,  s 
mint  a Miihldorfba  athelyezett  parancsnok  csicskasa,  odaerkezve 
flekktifuszban  megbetegszik,  s az  ottani  — szinten  nagybeteg  — 
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emiekezetem  nem  csal  — amikor  Auschwitzba  erkeztunk...  Igazat  mon- 
dott...” 

Tiz  nap  utan  elviszik  Dornhauba,  batyjaval  egyiitt,  ahol  a lager 
villanyszereloje.  “Ennek  a munkanak  kbszonhetem,  bogy  megmarad- 
tam,  a nehezebb  munkat  vegzok  sorsa  mas  volt...” 

Joval  kesobb,  mikor  mar  szabad  emberkent  hallja  az  izraeli  Jehuda 
Bauer  professzor  ‘‘Ellenallas  a lagerekben”  cimu  eloadasat, 
visszaemlekszik  a sajat  lazadasara:  Dornhauban,  egy  radiotechnikus 
sorstarsaval  egyiitt  titokban  egy  kesziileket  epitenek  es  hallgatjak  — a 
lagerben,  Nemetorszag  teriileten  — a szovetsegesek  adasait.  (Aki  nem 

jarta  meg  a nemet  poklot,  annak  a szamara  ez  a cselekedet  talan  nem 
sokat  jelent  — de  ha  egyaltalan  rajonnek,  hogy  ezzel  foglalkoztak  — 
ftiggetlenul  attol,  hogy  a hireket  hallgattak-e  vagy  sem,  tetovazas  es  ker- 
dezoskodes  nelkul  lottek  volna  agyon  oket.)  Dornhaubol  az  oroszok 
kozeledtere  Bergen- Belsenbe,  majd  Rosztovba  keriil,  ahol  egy 
lebombazott  olajfinomitot  alHtanak  helyre,  mig  majus  elsejen 
felszabaditjak  az  oroszok. 

Valahogy  hazajut  Ujhelyre  s a hiigat  mar  otthon  talalja.  ”Az  otezer 
zsidot  szamlalo  varosba  ha  ketszazotvenen  jottek  vissza,  de  azok  sem 
mind  odavalosiak  voltak,  hanem  a kornyezo  falvakbol  valok,  ahova  mar 
nem  lattak  ertelmet  visszamenni.” 

1948-ban  mar  az  izraeli  hadsereg  katonajaken  vesz  reszt  a 
Fiiggetlensegi  Haboruban.  Megnosiil,  Izraelben  egy  leanya,  majd 
Kanadaban  — ahova  1956-ban  erkezik  — egy  fia  sztiletik,  aki  ma  mar 
orvos. 

” S itt  — harmincharom  eves  koromban,  mikor  mas  mar  tobbe- 
kevesbe  megallapodott  ember  — en  elkezdtem  tanulni.  Kipotoltam  a 
hianyt,  amit  egesz  addigi  eletemben  ereztem.  Tiz  ev  alatt  negy  kepesitest 
szereztem  meg  — a B.A.-t  - ket  Master-t  - es  egy  PhD.  diplomat.  A 
torontoi  zsido  kozossegben  megtisztelo  feladatot  tolthetek  ekepp  be.  Ugy 
erzem  a zsido  neveles  teren  eredmenyeket  ertem  el,  hozzajarultam 
fejlesztesehez.  Talan  lehettem  volna  sikeres  iizletember,  foglalkozhattam 
volna  annyi  minden  massal  — de  en  ugy  ereztem,  ez  a hivatasom,  hogy 
a zsido  nevelessel  foglalkozzam.  S ez  adja  meg  eletem  ertelmet...” 

Toronto,  1984.  december  10. 

Hamerman  Jichik  visszaeml^kez^sei 


Hamerman  Jichak  — Icsu  — torontoi  lakos  az  lijhelyi  gettora 
emlekezik,  amelynek  irodajaban  dolgozott: 

”A  nevem  Hamerman  Imre,  otthon  Icsunak  neveztek.  A Hamerman 
csaladot  Ujhelyen  mindenki  ismerte.  Nagy-nagy  csalad  volt.  Apam 
melyen  vall^os  ember  volt,  s termeszetesen  az  egesz  csalad.  A Tora  es 
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Dr.  Lipsitz  Edmond  (Jidu)  tdrt^nete 


Edmond  J.  Lipsitz  — Jehuda  Lipsitz  — Jidu  — torontoi  lakos  litja 
Satoraljaiijhelyrol  — Ddrnhau  — Bergen-Belsen  — Rosztovon  kereszttil 
Izraelbe  es  onnan  Kanadaba... 


„Nevem  Jehuda  Lipsitz,  de  mindenki  ligy  ismert  — Jidu.  Ma  — Ed- 
mond J.  Lipsitz  vagyok.  Satoraljaiijhelyen  szlilettem  1925.  december 
hetediken.  Apam  neve  Jicchak  Lipsitz,  anyam  neve  Siffra  — vagy  Sarolta 

— Lipsitz.  Apam  fiverenel  dolgozott,  a ceg  neve  — Berger-Lipsitz  volt. 

• • 

Anyam  iizlete  pedig  — divatra  ado  holgyeknek  — fuzoket  arult.  Oten 
voltunk  testverek,  ket  fiverem  es  ket  noverem  volt.  Az  egyik  fiii  igen 
koran,  meg  Magyarorszagon  halt  meg,  a masik  — Cvi-Dov  — velem  volt 
K.Z.-ben  es  a felszabadulas  utan,  a mar  hazafele  tarto  vonatbol,  siilyos 
betegen  egy  ejjel  leszallt  es  a megindulo  szerelveny  halalra  gazolta. 
Ujhelyen  het  nagybatyam  volt,  s a szelesebb  csalad  — melynek  minden 
tagja  Ujhelyen  lakott  — legalabb  nyolcvan  lelket  szamlalt.  Majdnem 
mind  a veszkorszak  aldozata  lett,  vissza  hatan  vagy  heten  jottiink  csupan. 
Van,  aki  kozuluk  Izraelben  el,  van  aki  mar  meghalt;  egy  nagybatyam  es 
egy  nagynenem  el  New  Yorkban,  de  ok  meg  a veszkorszak  elott  hagytak 
el  UJhelyt.’’ 

Nyolcvan  lelekbol  — hatan- heten... 

Eloszor  a chederbe  jar  es  hat  osztalyt  vegez  el  a zsido  elemiben,  majd 
meg  ket  osztalyt  a nepiskolaban.  Mai  szemevel  nezve  megallapitja,  hogy 
kis  helyen  nevelkedve  csak  minimalis  tud^ra,  tapasztalatra  tehetett  szert, 
s “naivak  voltunk  a vegtelensegig.’’  Pedig  erdeklodes  volt  bennlik,  s apro 
lazadasokra  is  keszek  voltak,  visszaemlekszik  a szigonian  tiltott  dologra 

— a rabbi  a BBC  adasait  hallgatta,  s a fiatal  tanitvanyok  orkodtek,  hogy 
biztositsak  6t,  hogy  a hireket  tovabbithassa  masoknak  is.  Tapasztalat- 
lansagara  jellemzo:  — a deportalasig  ki  sem  mozdult  a varosbol,  ha  igen, 
a 15-20  kilometerre  levo  Sarospatakra.  Mint  jesiva-bocher  nem 


olvashatott  lijsagot,  s meg  az  is  lazadas  volt,  hogy  szakmat  tanult.  A 
villanyszereloseget  egy  gajnal  kezdi  kitanulni  es  eloszor  eldugja  pajeszat  a 


fiile  moge,  majd  le  is  vagatja,  ami  a csaladi  hazban  olyan  tragediat  jelent. 


mintha  zsidosagat  adta  volna  fel. 


Tizennyolceves  a gettozas  soran  es  a haz,  amelyben  lakik,  eredetileg  a 
getto  teriileten  van,  majd  kesobb  — a getto  szukitesevel  — mas  hazba 
kell  menniok.  A Bnei  Akibabol  nehany  flu  ellenallasrol  beszel:  „Ereztuk, 


hogy  valami  szornyuseg  fog  tortenni  veliink,  s hogy  fel  kellene  kesziilni 
ra,  csinalni  valamit,  de  addigra  mar  — velem  egyiitt  — litrakelt  a 
m^odik  transzport...”  A vagonban  a garanyi  internalotaborbol  veltik  van 
egy  flii  — leiigyel  zsido  — aki  „felvilagositott  minket,  hogy  hova 


megyiink,  mi  var  rank  — de  nem  hittiik.  Ros  Chodes  Szivan  volt  — ha 
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azokat  mind  elegetik!'‘  — Ezt  sokkal  elobb  mondta,  mint  ahogy  mindez 
valojaban  bekovetkezett. . . Nem  igaz  tehat,  bogy  a felelosek  — nemetek, 
magyarok  — mondjak,  bogy  nem  tudtak  semmit!  Ezek  a tisztek  minden 
beten  talalkoztak  es  pontosan  voltak  informalva  mindenrol  — 
bivatalosan!  — nem  egyszeru  beszelgetes  soran  ertesiiltek  az  igazsagrol 
es  megbozza,  amikor  kiterveltek! 

Ez  a Nagysomkuti  veres  antiszemita  volt,  mar  bemutatkozo 
beszedjevel  kezdte:  ‘‘Mindannyiotokat  meg  fogunk  olni...!”  De  mikor 
Galiciaba  es  Ukrajnaba  ment  a vonat,  bat  kert  egy  civilkabatot,  sarga 
karszalaggal,  bogy  ligy  essen  fogsagba.  S ettol  a perctol  kezdve  jobban  is 
viselkedett,  sot  egy  Mittelmann  Menybert  nevii  munkaszolgalatos 
tanacsara  a galiciai  Szaniszloban,  az  ottani  magyar  parancsnoksagon  egy 
tabornokkal  valo  ismeretsege  reven  elintezte,  bogy  az  Ukrajnaba 
iranyitott  egyseg  a batarokon  beliilre  keriiljon  vissza.  Aztan  — 1944 
november-decembereben  az  SS  kezebe  keriilnek,  Markara  viszik  oket. 
Sbmil  Szamet  februarban  megbetegszik  tifuszban.  1945  Peszacbjanak 
elso  napjan  — egy  pentek  delutan  — tizenbatnapi  betegsegtol 
legyengiilve  vesz  reszt  az  elrendelt  sorakozon,  s mindenkinek 
Mautbausenbe  kell  menetelni... 

Sbmil  Szamet  nebanyszaz  beteg  tarsaval  egyiitt  jelenti,  bogy  kep- 
telenek  a menetelesre.  Pajta-beli  korletiikben  maradnak  tebat  azon  a 
penteken...  Masnap  reggel  SS  legenyek  veszik  koiiil  a pajtat...  s 
bekovetkezik  a csoda,  a korareggeli  napfenyben  a vegsokig  legyengiilt 
emberek,  a balaltvarok  latjak  szemeikkel,  abogy  az  SS  legenyeket  orosz 
katonak  veszik  koriil  es  mar  motozzak  is  oket...  Megmenekiiltek... 
Felszabadultak...  1945.  marcius  27-et  irtak.  Visszater  Satoraljaujbelyre, 
abol  megnosiil,  elveszi  felesegenek  leanytestveret,  Rose-t  es  1945 
majusatol  — 1946  szeptembereig  ott  el,  majd  Kassan-Pragan  keresztiil 
eljut  Amerikaba,  abol  apja  1937  ota  el.  Anyja  — aki  a veszkorszak 
aldozata  lett  — kapott  ugyan  vizumot  annak  idejen  ferjetol,  de  azon  a 
napon,  amikor  litra  kellett  volna  kelnie  es  abban  a pillanatban,  amikor 
sirva  biicsuzott  gyermekeitol  jdtt  egy  tavirat  a Cunard  Line  bajostar- 
sasagtol:  — Kitort  a baborii,  a bajo  mar  nem  indul...  S mas  bajora  sem 
lebetett  Jegyet  szerzni  tobbe...  igy  anyja  ott  maradt...  s Auscbwitzban 
fejezte  be  eletet... 

A tobbit  Rose  asszonytol,  Sbmil  Szamet  felesegetol  mar  tudjuk  — 
gyermekeirol,  s a szep  csaladi  eletrol  6 szamolt  be.  Ferje  meg  arrol 
szamol  be,  bogy  1974-ben,  marciusban  erkeztek  Kanadaba,  s ott  az 
epitoiparban,  mint  vallakozo  szep  eredmenyt  ert  el.  Csak  azt  sajnalja, 
bogy  nem  jottek  elobb  Kanadaba  — vagy  buszonot  ewel  ezelott... 

Toronto,  1984.  jiilius  1. 
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Szamet  Imre  (Shmil)  tanusdgt^tele 

Shmil  Szamet  — Imre,  Rose  asszony  ferjenek  tanusagtetele  kovetkezik 
most,  melynek  bekezdo  tetelet  hangszoroval  kellene  mindazon  elemek 
fiilebe  harsogni,  akik  Auschwitz,  vagy  nepiink  hatmillio  aldozatat 
ketsegbe  vonjak: 

Satoraljaiijhelyen  szulettem  1913.  februar  22-en.  Apam  neve  Joel, 
anyam  neve  Szara.  Heten  voltunk  gyerekek  — negy  fiii  es  harom  lany. 
Egy  noverem  Anna  es  egy  batyam  Pavel  meghaltak  meg  a haborii  elott. 
A megmaradt  otbol  csak  Saje  meg  en  jottiink  haza  a haboni  utan.  Egy 
batyam  es  ket  noverem  elpusztultak  a veszkorszakban.  Ennek  a batyam- 
nak  volt  negy  gyereke,  felesegevel  egyiitt  egy  Bees  kornyeki  lagerben 
voltak,  mind  megmaradtak,  csak  a batyam  — egy  nappal  a felszabadulas 
utan  — meghalt.  Egy  noverem  het  gyermekevel  egyiitt  megoltek,  ahogy 
a transzport  megerkezett.  A masik  noverem  — akinek  ugyanesak  het 
gyereke  volt  — megerte  a felszabadulast  es  mar  ertesitette  a ferjet,  hogy 
hazajonnek,  amikor  egy  auto,  tele  SS-pribekekkel  megerkezett  a barakk- 
jukhoz,  amiben  laktak  es  80-90  mas  tarsukkal  egyiitt  rajuk  gyiijtottak  a 
barakkot,  es  azok  mind  ott  egtek  benn.  Ferje,  Sifmann  nevii  sogorom  es 
egy  fia  megmaradtak.  Annak  a noveremnek,  aki  Auschwitzban  maradt, 
szinten  hazajott  a ferje,  aki  elso  unokatestverem  es  igy  az  6 neve  is 
Szamet  — Brooklynban  el.  A legidosebb  fiveremnek,  Sajenak  is  het 
gyermeke  van,  ket  kisebb  gyermeke  es  felesege  Becsben  voltak,  mig  6 es 
ot  nagyobb  gyereke  kiilonbozo  lagerekben.  Csodalatoskeppen  mind  a 
het  gyermeke  es  felesege  --  a batyammal  egyiitt  — megmaradtak. 
Brooklynban  elnek,  szep  es  boldog  csaladi  eletet,  mind  meghazasodtak. 
Ez  a batyam  nyolcvan  eves  koraban,  tavaly  halt  meg...‘‘  ...  es  Edesanyja 
is  Auschwitzban  vesztette  eletet...  es  elso  felesege.  Rose  asszony  novere 
egy  hateves  kislanyukkal  egyiitt  — ugyanott  fejezte  be...  Szamolja  ki  — 
aki  meg  ezek  utan  tud  gondolkodni  egyaltalan  — mennyit  vesztett 
egyetlen  ember  kozvetlen  csalajabol. 

1940  majusatol  1944  novembereig  mint  munkaszolgalatos,  kiilonbozo 
helyeken  dolgozik.  1 944  elejen  a maramarosi  hegyekben,  mint  szazadir- 
nok,  a parancsnokkal  egyiitt  lakik.  S ez  Shmil  Szamet  tanuvallomasanak 
— az  irtozatos  veszteseglista  utan  — a vad  legfobb  pontja:  — a pa- 
ranesnok  ugyanis  minden  heten  a korzeti  paranesnoksagra  megy,  ahol  a 
tisztek  szamara  informacios  beszamolokat  tartottak  a feletteseik.  Ezt 
minden  szerdan  tartottak.  A paranesnok  — Nagysomkiiti  Mercse 
Leonidasz  — egy  ilyen  beszamolorol  hazaterve  azt  mondja  Shmil 
Szametnek:  “Van  valami  hirem  szamodra.  A mai  tisztitalalkozon  egy 
tabornok  szamolt  be  nehany  dologrol,  melybol  neked  csak  annyit  mond- 
hatok  el,  hogy  szeretteidet  elhurcoljak,  s ne  vard  haza  oket,  mert 
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nemeteknek,  akiket  igy  elhurcolhattak  — azoknak  mar  az  eletukre  tor- 
nek... 

Az  apa  valasza:  M indig  tudtam,  hogy  a Te  hited  nem  eleg  mely,  nem 
eleg  megalapozott!  S mit  mond  Rose  asszony  negyven  ev  tavlatabol?  — 
'‘Apam  melyen  hivo  ember  volt,  aki  nem  tudta  elkepzelni,  hogy  Isten  ne 
ovjon  meg  minket...” 

Auschwitz.  Szelekcio.  Otszaz  mas  fiatal  novel  egyiitt  Lettorszag 
fovarosaba,  Rigaba  keriil,  ahol  a nemetek  szamara  dolgoznak,  majd 
kesobb  a Berlin  melletti  Globlenben  egy  municiogyarban  nyolc  honapig. 
S mikor  az  orosz  es  az  amerikai  hadsereg  megkozeliti  Berlint,  napokat 
talan  heteket  marsolnak  — az  oroszok  elol  az  amerikaiak  iranyaban.  A 
menetelok  tomegeben  ket^zer  harom  testver  volt  joban-rosszban  egyiitt: 
a Teitelman  testverek  — s Rose,  ket  testverevel.  Egy  ejjel  a legfiatalabb 
testver  kijelenti,  hogy  nines  tobb  ereje,  cipoje  is  tonkre  ment...  Ha 
sorsara  hagyjak  — vege...!  Ezert  az  ej  leple  alatt  megszoknek  a nemetek 
altal  hajtott  csoporttol  es  megbiijnak  a hegyekben.  Reggel  egy  nemet 
katona  jelenik  meg  — ez  a veg!  gondoljak,  de  kideriil,  hogy  a nemet  is 
szokeveny.  Ezekutan  egy  orosz  alakulat  szallja  meg  a kornyeket  — 
felszabadulnak... 

A deportalasbol  hazaerve  tudja  meg,  hogy  ket  testvere  is  elpusztult  a 
veszkorszakban,  s az  elveszett  nover  ferjehez,  sogorahoz  megy  ferjhez. 
1946-ban  Amerikaba  keriil,  ahol  ket  gyermekiik  sziiletik,  fia  professzor  a 
filozofiai  tanszakon  a Brandeisz  egyetemen,  leanya  pszichoanalitikus  es 
egy  pszichologushoz  is  ment  ferjhez.  Menye  is  ezzel  foglalkozik. 

Megalapozott  eletet  elnek,  gyermekei  orthodoxok,  ragaszkodnak  a 
tradiciokhoz.  'Talan  en  nem  vagyok  olyan  eros  hitii,  mint  az  apam  volt, 
de  azert  az  itteni  eletforma  nem  sokban  kiilonbozik  az  ovetol,  talan 
minddssze  a tudomanyokhoz  valo  hozzaallasban.  De  mind  az  en,  mind 
gyermekeim  hazaban  orthodox  koser  haztartas  van.” 

..Remelem,  hogy  az  eletben  hasonlo  tragedia  nem  fog  tobbe  elofor- 
dulni  — sem  veliink,  sem  a minket  koveto  nemzedekkel.” 

Elbeszelesenek  befejezese  lirai  szepsegii:  — mar  egeszen  korai 
gyerekkorukban,  a pentek  esti  dalok  utan  elmeseli  fianak,  lanyanak, 
"ahogy  torteneteket  adnak  elo"  egy-egy  reszletet  az  eletenek.  "Hoi  sir- 
tunk,  hoi  nevettiink  ezeken  a pentek  esteken,  de  idovel  — altaluk  — 
gyermekeim  megismertek  egesz  eletemet.  Tanulsagkent  sziirtem  le 
szamukra,  hogy  akarmilyen  koriilmenyek  koze  keriiljon  az  ember  — ha 
van  benne  mereszseg  — nines  elveszve.  Ezt  a bizakodast,  remenyt  meg 
apamtol  orokoltem.” 


Toronto,  1984.  Junius  1. 
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Szamet  (sziil.  Weisz  Rajce)  Rose  eml^kei 

Rose  Szamet  — sziiletett  Rajce  Weisz  — torontoi  lakes  a csaladi 
hazra,  vallasos  neveltetesere,  iQusagara  es  a veszkorszakra  emlekezik:  de 
ez  tobb  is  ennel,  ez  mar  az,  amit  a zsido  nep  “Hesbon  Nefes”-nek  nevez. 
A magyar  valtozat  — a lelki  szenvedes  — kevesbe  szigoni... 

Rose  Szamet  Mezokovesden  sziiletett  1920.  marcius  15-en.  Apja  neve 
Herman  Weisz,  anyjae  Regina  Hofstadter.  Apja  metszo  es  kantor  volt 
Satoraljaiijhelyen.  “Kilenc  testverbol  hatan  maradtunk  meg  noverek, 
fiverek:  Hajnal,  Note,  Rajeu,  Solem,  Bruchcsii,  Blimcsii.  Egy 
fiiitestverem  harom  ewel  ezelott  halt  meg,  egy  noverem  es  egy  fiverem 

— Mojse  es  Klari  — a veszkorszak  aldozatai...” 

Orthodox  legkorben  no  fel,  ami  elsosorban  a lanyok  szamara  elkep- 
zelhetetlen  a sziilok  mindenre  kiterjedo  figyelme  nelkiil.  De  ennek 
kereteben  a fiatal  lanyban  kerdesek  meriilnek  fel  es  foglalkoztatjak  — 
miert  tanuljak  a fnik  az  imadsagok  ertelmet  is,  mig  a lanyoknak  erre 
nem  adnak  lehetoseget?  “Az  Isten  megerti  imadsagodat  — Neked  esak 
ezt  kell  megerteni!”  — vilagositja  fel  az  apja.  S mikor  bejelenti,  hogy 
ligy  hatarozott,  hogy  varrni  tanul  iskolai  befejeztevel  — “Te  nem  fogsz 
tudni  ferjhez  menni!  Ki  fog  akarni  egy  varronot  — felesegnek?  Te  szep 
vagy  es  okos  — semmi  sziikseged  mestersegre!''  Bizony  ebben  a 
vilagban,  hogy  egy  lany  mesterseget  tanuljon,  olyan  rendkiviili  dolog 
volt,  hogy  az  apa  ket  hetig  nem  beszel  lanyaval. 

De  a csaladi  elet  kedves,  hangulatos  es  rendezett,  s megis  — egy  fiatal 
lany  szamara  a hetkoznapok  unalmasak.  Ezert  is  hatarozza  el,  hogy 
szakmat  tanul. 

S ebbe  a zart,  tiszta  legkorbe  egyszerre  esak  sotet  felhok  tornek  be,  a 
haboni  vihara  tamad  reajuk.  Az  lijhelyi  munkaszolgalatosok  kozott  van 
egy  gyongyosi  fiii,  Braun  Dezso,  akit  ligy  ismer  meg,  hogy  ok  vittek  a 
korletiikbe  a koser  kosztot  — nos  amikor  a csalad  a gettoba  keriil,  ez  a 
fiii  kereszteny  papirokat  szerez  Rose  es  huga  Agi  szamara,  hogy 
megmentse  az  eletiiket.  De  az  apa  hallani  sem  akar  errol:  kereszteny 
papirokkal  keresztenykent  kell  elni  — errol  szo  sem  lehet!  S a csaladnak 
minden  kbriilmenyek  kozott  egyiitt  kell  maradnia... 

“A  negyedik  transzporttal  hagytuk  el  a varost...  A vagonban  egy 
reggel,  midon  az  apam  tfilinben,  talittal  a vallan  imadkozott, 
megszolaltam:  — Apam,  akiket  e vagonban  latsz,  egytol-egyig  a halalba 
mennek  — asszonyok,  gyermekek,  csecsemok  eppen  ligy,  mint  a ferfiak! 

— Apam  ligy  nezett  ram,  mint  egy  oriiltre:  — Hogyan  lehet  ilyesmit 
mondani?!!  — kerdezte  es  en  sajnos  tudtam  a valaszt,  amit  a zsiifolt 
vagonbeli  tarsaim  elott  ki  is  jelentettem:  Akiket  mar  mindenbol  kifosz- 
tottak,  s akiknek  a legszemelyesebb  ertektargyaikat  is  le  kellett  adni  a 
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vagy  kiserlet^rt  hadbirosag  ele  allitottak  es  kivegeztek.  Ugyancsak  ezek- 


ben  az  idokben  kezdodik  a karpataljai  zsidosag  elhurcolasa.  A Keleti- 
Karpatokban  eri  a Horthy-proklamacio,  s a front  teljes  osszeomlasaval  a 
katonai  alakulatokkal , egyiitt  eppen  Ujhelyre  keriil,  a Gorgey-haz  vin- 
cellerjenek  padldsan  toll  egy  ejszakat,  ahol  felismerik,  megfurdetik, 
megetetik.  A kellemes  ejszakai  epizod  utan  Nyugat  fele  viszik  a szazadot, 
Vacott  kot  ki,  ahonnan  a huga  — Magda  — megszokteti  egy  pesti  vedett 
szazadhoz,  de  veglilis  onnan  is  tovabbviszik  Balfra,  Hidegsegre,  hirhedt 
helyekre  keriil.  Itt  mar  a nemetek  kezen  van,  a legnagyobb  hidegben  egy 
csurben  vannak  elszallasolva,  elelmezesiik  a semmivel  egyenlo,  s akit 
rajtakaptak,  bogy  megprobal  valamit  hozzaszerezni  — agyonlovik. 
Koratavasszal  atviszik  Ausztriaba,  a Todt-szervezet  szamara  dolgozik 
tarsaival  egyiitt.  Innen  gyalogmenetben  Mauthausen  fele  indul  — az 
erre  alkalmatlan  gyengelkedoket  agyonlovik.  Ezt  onnan  tudja,  hogy  a 
tarsai  temettek  el  oket.  Egy  Eisenerz  nevu  helyseg  kozeleben  — nem  art 
megtanulni  ezt  a nevet,  mert  itt  szabadult  el  a pokol  — egy  felkani  or 
verfiirdot  rendez,  egesz  egyszeruen  belegeppuskaz  a menetelo 
szerencsetlenekbe,  patakokban  folyik  a ver  a havas  hegyi  uton,  a 
sebesiiltekkel  a tobbi  or  vegez.  Mauthausenig  rengetegen  hullanak  el. 
Mauthausenbe  keriil:  ‘‘Itt  mar  nem  csinaltunk  semmit.  Itt  is  — ott  is 
agyonlottek  embereket,  de  altalaban  inkabb  ehenhaltak.’’  Aprilis 
kozepen  lijabb  gyalogmenetben  Giinskirchenbe  keriilnek,  ahol  mindazok 
szamara,  akik  mindezt  tiileltek  — befejezodik  a haboni... 

Elso  szemelyben  tapasztalja,  hogy  eltunik  az  orseg  — s megerkeznek 
az  amerikai  csapatok.  Maga  mogott  hagyja  a fergekkel  es  elettelen 
testekkel  tele  barakkot,  amelyhez  hasonlokkal  van  tele  a lager;  eloszor 
egy  paraszthazba  megy  nagybatyjaval  egyiitt,  majd  — miutan  kiiiteses 
tifuszban  megbetegszik  — az  amerikaiak  altal  felallitott  korhazba  keriil 
sulyos  allapotban.  A korhazbol  pedig  gyujtolagerbe,  ahol  nehany 

lijhelyivel  talalkoznak  6 es  a nagybatyja,  Blumenfeld  Gvuszi,  Alexander 
Odi  es  Reich  Jenovel.  Egy  repatrialo  transzporttal  er  haza  augusztusban, 

majd  Ujhelyrol  felmegy  Pestre. 

Magyarorszagot  1956-ban  hagyja  el,  miutan  orvos  lett,  radiologus. 
Kanadaban  nosztrifikalja  diplomajat,  majd  a radiologus  kepesitest  szerzi 
meg,  torontoi  es  videki  korhazakban  dolgozik,  s tizegynehany  eve 
maganpraxist  folytat. 

“Csal adorn  van,  nagylanyom  ferjnel  van  es  van  egy  kis  unoka  is. 
Szerencsenk  van,  hogy  rendbe  tudtuk  hozni  az  eletiinket."  S befejezesiil: 
“Sziileimet  1944  februarjaban,  egy  ritkasagszamba  meno,  negyven- 
nyolcoras  eltavozasom  alkalmaval  lathattam  viszont  — utoljara...  Apai 
nagyapam  sirkovere  vesettem  neveiket,  mindazokeval  egyiitt,  akik  a 
csaladbol  nem  jottek  vissza...''  Toronto,  1984  decembereben. 
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nem  integet,  s tovabbszove  elmeletet  elesen  megjegyzi,  bogy  a 
hazaarulok  a haboni  utan  lampaoszlopokon  fognak  logni  — a fiatal  lany 
visszavag:  ‘‘A  haboninak  hamarosan  vege  lesz,  de  bogy  ki  fog  logni  a 
lampaoszlopokon,  azt  egyelore  nem  lebet  tudni!“  Fellepesenek  magabiz- 
tossaga  a vaci  allomason  is  megmenti,  es  batyjat  is  felbozza  Pestre  a 
vedett  szazadba. 

De  talan  mindennek  a teteje:  a Dunaparton  M.F.T.R.  bajokat  rakodo 
szazadban  dolgozo  batyjat  idonkent  “meglatogatJa“  — ne  felejtsuk  el, 
Budapest  kiuritese  folyik  mar,  a birbedt  nyilas  idok  ezek!  Olyan 
bibetetleniil  egyszeruen  jegyzi  meg:  “Megtebettem,  a kozeli  Csaky 
utcaban  laktam,  ujabb  bamis  papirokkal..."  Sajnos  a batyjat  igy  is 

eldeportaltak. . . 

Egeszsegileg  leromolva  — a mar  emlitett  Csaky  utcaban  — eri  a 
felszabadulas. 

Magda  asszonyrol  el  lebet  mondani  — illetve  a vele  azonos  fiatal 
lanyrol  — egy  olcso  kozbelybol,  bogy  ::  “Aki  mer  az  nyer!“  Bamulatos 
onuralmaval  aranyigazsagot  alkotott,  amit  puszta  lete  szavatol. 


Dr.  Baumann  L^szl6  tort^nete 

Dr.  Bauman  Laszlo  visszapillantasat  sokkal  korabbi  korszakra  vetiti  — 
a statusquo  iskolara  emlekezik,  elso  tanitojara:  Fodor  Samuelre,  aki  az 
abecere  tanitotta,  majd  szinte  rajongassal  Felmar  Mozesre,  aki  sziwel- 
lelekkel,  nagy  kedwel  tanitott,  aki  ragyogo  pedagogus  lebetett,  ba  ennyi 
ido  elteltevel  igy  emlekeznek  vissza  eredmenyeire.  Ez  a kivalo  ember  erzi 
meg  azt  is,  bogy  nem  eleg  a tananyaggal  fbglalkozni;  a friss  levego,  a 
napfeny,  a testedzes  nem  kevesbe  fontos,  emlekezetes  tornavizsgakat  ren- 
dez  az  orthodox  iskolabeli  Budai  Laszlo val  egyiitt.  Felso  iskolaiban  mar 
talalkozik  a diszkriminacioval,  ba  csak  apro  dolgokban  is,  es  az  elso 
szivfajdalom,  bogy  vagya  nem  teljesiilbet  — zsido  gyerek  nem  lebet  a 
cserkeszficsapat  tagja.  S miutan  ugyanez  allt  az  onkepzo  korre  is  — sajat 
onkepzokorben  mukodnek  a fiatalok.  Ez  volt  a Singer-kor,  mely  kultiir- 
esteket,  szinifieloadasokat  is  rendez.  Rotb  Samuel  rabbi,  a bittanar  adja  ra 
aldasat  es  legal izalja  tevekenysegiiket. 

Miutan  azokban  az  idokben  a zsido  ifjiisag  szamara  sok  lebetoseg  nem 
volt,  Pesten  egy  ipari  iizemben  belyezkedik  el,  abol  1939 — 1942-ig 
dolgozik,  amikoris  bevonul  munkaszolgalatra.  Hatarmenti 
eroditmenyeket  epit  az  erdelyi  bavasokban,  majd  Ukrajnaba  keriil.  Ott  eri 
a nemet  megszallas  hire,  ami  azonnal  erezbeto  valtozast  boz  a keret 
magatartasaban.  Ujbelyi  vonatkozasii  szomoni  emlek  ebbol  az  idobol: 
egy  este  parancsbirdet^nel  felolvassak,  bogy  Scbonfeld  Lajcsit  szokesert, 
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G0r5g  (szttl.  Baumann)  Magda  visszaeml^kez^i 


Gorog  ( sziiletett  Baumann)  Magda  torontoi  lakes  1984-ben  felvett 
visszaemlekezese  a veszkorszakra  szinten  a jogtipro  intezkedesek:  a sarga 
csillag,  kijar^i  tilalom  es  termeszetesen  a gettoz^sal  kezdodik,  s miutan 
sziilei  iizletet  bezarjak,  felismeri,  bogy  mere  hazugsag  a nemet 
megszallok  azon  allit^a,  bogy  aki  nem  lep  fel  elleniik,  annak  nem  lesz. 
bantodasa.  Megemliti,  bogy  a getto  batarait  kepezo  bazak  ablakait 
bedeszkazzak,  bemeszelik,  bogy  a bentlakok  ne  l^sak,  mi  tdrtenik  a 
getton  kiviil  es  bogy  kintrol  ne  lassak,  mi  megy  vegbe  bent.  A Justus 
utca  bat  szam  alatt,  nagysziilei  bazaban  lakik  a gettoban,  bibetetlen 
zsiifoltsagban,  negy  csalad  egy  szobaban,  minden  csalad  a szoba  m^- 
mas  sarkat  foglalja  el. 

A getto  szukitesenel  nagy  motoz^on  esnek  at  es  a Jusztus  utca  tele 
van  elkobzott  javaikkal.  Az  elso  transzport  elindit^a  idejen  kibozzak  a 
bortondkbol  a politikai  foglyokat,  az  elmegyogyintezetbol  a betegeket  s 
szinten  a gettoba  vittek  — a fiatal  leany  paratlan  eleslatassal  felismeri, 
bogy  milyen  sors  varbat  ezekre  az  emberekre,  ba  semmilyen 
tulajdonsagaikat  nem  veszik  figyelembe  — meg  azt  sem,  bogy 
basznalbato  vagy  basznalbatatlan,  okos  vagy  ostoba,  mindenbe 
belenyugvo,  vagy  nyilt  ellenseg. 

“Bar  abban  a bitben  eltiink,  bogy  esak  munkara  visznek  minket  s a 
csaladok  egylitt  maradnak,  a munkakepes  csaladtagok  fogjak  eltartani  a 
munkakepteleneket  — en  pesszimistabb  voltam  a tobbieknel  es  erosen 
elt  bennem  az  eletoszton:  en  meg  akartam  menteni  az  eletemet!“  Ami 
ezek  utan  kovetkezik,  az  a noi  lelemenyesseg,  az  ifjiisag  adta  dac  es 
mersz,  vakmeroseg  eposza.  A fiatal  lany  letepi  a sarga  csillagot,  meglep 
egy  korbazba  igyekvo,  csendorok  vezette  csoportbol,  szatyraban  egy 
valt^  febernemiivel  Pestre  utazik,  s a Keleti  Palyaudvaron  a szigoni 
igazoltatasokat  kijatsza,  amikor  iratait  kerik,  egy  — mar  igazoltatott  — 
ferfi  utan  kialt:  “Apuka,  az  iratam  kerik!“  — s mar  szalad  is  a sosem 
latott  “Apuka“  utan...  S a triikk  bevalik... 

Egyik  baratnojenek  kereszteny  irataival  Balatonkenesere  utazik  — 
nyaralas  cimen!  Ket  bonap  utan  visszamegy  Pestre,  abol  egy  bizonyCs 
Leatol  megtudja,  bogy  tiz  napra  ra,  bogy  elbagyta  Ujbelyt,  az  utolso 


transzporttal  el  vittek  a sziileit... 

Vakmerosege  nem  ismer  batart:  leutazik  Vacra,  bogy  Lacit,  a batyjat 
Pestre  bozza  fel  egy  vedett  szazadba.  S mint  minden  lepese  — ez  is 
sikerrel  jar.  Vacra  a varos  nyilas  rendorkapitanyaval  egy  kupeban 
utazik,  s mikor  az  egy  m^ik  vaganyon  futo  nemet  katonai  szerelvenyrol 
felejiik  integeto  nemet  katonakat  latva,  furcsallva,  bogy  6 nem  integet 
vissza  megjegyzi,  bogy  ezek  a nemet  katonak  erte  barcolnak,  — miert 
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eleinte  a Rakoczi-utca  eszaki  vegeig  huzodott,  de  azutan  szukitettek,  pedig 
a kornyek  falvaibol  is  odasuritettek  azoknak  zsido  lakossagat. 

Junius  elejen  megindulnak  a transzportok...  A vagonirozas  alatt  a 
csendorok  kegyetlenkednek,  Rosenberg  Lajosnak  a talpat  verik,  kinozzak, 
hogy  arulja  el  hoi  ^ta  el  vagyont.  A gettoban  Auschwitzbol  menekiilt 
lengyel  zsidok  is  voltak,  kik  mindenkit  szokesre  biztattak,  s elmondtak  mi 
var  ott  mindenkire.  Negy  napig  tartott  az  ut  Auschwitzig,  etlen-szomjan, 
levegotlensqgben  es  hihetetlen  zsiifoltsagban... 

“Egy  eleten  at  erzem  lelkiismeretemen  az  arnyat,  amit  a teny,  hogy 
nem  biicsiiztam  el  Anyamtol  valtott  ki  belolem...”  — mondja,  mikor 
Mengele,  a halal  angyala  a szelekcio  soran  elvalasztja  az  anyat  a fiatol... 
Ez  a mi  neplink,  meg  mi  erziink  lelkiismeretfurdalast  — talan  az  allatta 
siillyedt,  barbar  hoherok  helyett?  Innen  Manson  Buchenwaldba  keriil. 
Dr.  Reich  Ervin  fogorvossal,  Fuszter  Miklossal,  Bodnarral,  az  Olasz  Bank 
igazgatojaval  es  Schweigerrel  egyiitt,  majd  Jenaba  az  amerikaiak  altal 
lebombazott  gyar  ujj^pitesehez  kell  az  olcso  munkaero  — de  a munka 
vegeztevel  lijra  bombazzak,  haromszor  is  ezt  a gyarat,  melynek  soran 
Klein,  a borbely  eletet  veszti.  ,,Isten  ovott  meg  minket,  hogy  nem  volt 
tobb  halottunk.’’ 


1945  januarjaban  — az  oroszok  kozeledtevel  — nyitott  vagonokban 
elinditjak  oket  Theresienstadtba.  A szerelvenyt  bombazzak,  az  emberek 
szetszaladnak,  megbiijnak  egy  kozeli  erdoben.  A nemetek  elfogjak  oket, 
megkezdodik  a tizedeles.  Mikor  mar  igen  sokan  fekszenek  veriikbe 
fagyva,  egy  SS-tiszt  ligy  hataroz,  hogy  kar  a golyoert  — elobb-utobb 
ligyis  mindnek  vege,  hiszen  felholtak  maris.  Manson  tehat  elkeriil 
Theresienstadtba,  amit  a nemetek  fel  akartak  mindenstol  robbantani,  de 
egy  nemet  — sajat  eletet  feltve  — elarulja  a titkot.  Manson  — immar 
harmadszor  — megmenekul  a biztos  halaltol,  atelva  a jenai  bombazast,  a 
tizedelest,  s most  az  alaaknazott  teriileten,  annak  beiitemezett,  de 
elmaradt  pusztulasa  soran. 

Kiilonosen  meghato,  ahogy  Manson  beszamol  a felszabadul^  utan 
kapott  elso  feher  zsemlerol  — ami  a miiltra,  otthonara  emlekezteti... 

Befejezesiil  Manson  megemliti:  ezen  visszaemlekezes  idejen  olvasta, 
hogy  egy  szlovak  menekiilt  Svajcban  talalkozott  Dulles-szel  es  kerte 
bombazzak  a Kassa-Oderberg-i  vasiitvonalat,  mert  a transzportok  ott 
haladnak  at  — de  sem  az  amerikaiak,  sem  az  angolok  nem  jottek 
segits^giinkre  — sem  az  emitett  vonalat,  sem  az  Auschwitzi  allo- 
m^t  nem  erte  tamad^.... 


Toronto,  1984. 
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Annie  sziilei  kozben  szinten  elbujtak  egy  csehorszagi  parasztnal,  akinek 
igen  sok  penzen  kivul  40  hold  foldet  irattak  — meg  idoben  — a nevere. 
Peldatlan  kalandokban  volt  resziik,  egyszer  valosaggal  a buv6hel3mk  felett 
allitottak  fel  a harcokat  iranyito  nemet  tisztek  tavcsoveiket.  A paraszt,  aki 
felt  a koriilotte  folyo  harcoktol,  maga  is  el  akart  bujni.  Leanyaval  egy 
nagy  kenyeret  kiildott  szamukra,  ami  viszont  gyanus  lett  aposanak,  mert 
eddig  csak  szeleteket  juttatott  el  hozzajuk.  Aposa  konyorgore  fogta  a 
dolgot,  s a paraszt  vegul  is  magaval  vitte  oket  egy  volgyoldalba  vajt, 
rejtett  helyre  ahol  sem  feliilni  sem  felallni  nem  lehetett,  csak  fekve  biijhat- 
tak  be.  Egy  nemet  felfedezte  oket  — de,  miutan  a parasztasszony 
elelmezte,  nem  arulkodott.  Felszabadultak. 

Annie  Auschwitz  utan  olyan  helyen  volt,  ahol  angolok  szabaditottak 
fel.  Ott  felszabadulas  utan  is  igen  sokan  haltak  meg  tifuszban  es  a hirtelen 
atmenettol,  az  ehsegbol  zsiros  etelekre  kapva  — hasmenesben.  Igy  halt 
meg  peldaul  az  lijhelyi  Bleier  Eva,  akinek  apja  zenesz  volt. 

Annie  korhazban  volt  Nemetorszagban,  Belgiumot  is  megjarta,  sziileit 
megkereste  Sztropkon.  Postyenbe  jart  a lagerben  szerzett  reumajat 
kezelni,  ami  kesobb  is  allandoan  kinozta.  „En  is  Belgiumban  jartam  es 
mikor  hazajottem  1948-ban  eskiidtunk  meg.” 

A beszelgetest  levezeto  es  felvevo  Jakov  Steindler  megemliti  meg,  bogy 
milyen  sulyos  veszteseg  volt  Annie  elvesztese  a baratok  szamara,  s bogy 
milyen  bosiesen  viselte  sorsat,  fajdalmait  — mosollyal  az  arcan, 
tiirelmesen.  Igaz  barat  volt,  kinek  aldott  emleket  orzi  mindenki,  aki  csak 
ismerte  ezt  a kivalo  asszonyt. 

1985.11.15.  Toronto 


Manson  Ernd  (Mandel)  visszaeml^kez^i 


,,Satoraljaujbelyen  eltem  egeszen  1944.  junius  otodikeig,  amikoris  a 
belyi  gettobol  elinditottak  a transzportokat...”  — igy  kezdi  Ernie  Manson 
— Mandel  Erno  — 1984.  december  25-en  felvett  visszaemlekezeseit. 
Magyarorszag  nemet  megszallasa  utan,  szemely  szerint  kerestek,  mert 
mint  tobb  m^  varosban,  elore  elkeszitett  lista  alapjan  tuszokat  szedtek 
ossze  a varos  ismertebb  zsido  polgarai  koziil.  Hajnalban  kopogtatnak  az 
ajtajan,  s az  utolso  pillanatban  — mig  edesanyja  ajtot  nyit  a nemet 
katonabol,  magyar  csendorbol  es  egy  detektivbol  alio,  a letartoztat^okat 
vegrebajto  csoportnak  — kiugrik  az  ablakon. 

Ami  ezek  utan  kovetkezik  — Manson  maga  sem  tudja  — a fiiii 
onfelaldoz^  magasiskolaja.  Mert  visszamegy  “nebezen  mozgo”  anyja 
melle,  bar  alkalma  nyilt  a bujdos^ra,  s ezaltal  sorsa  megpecsetelodik. 
Aprilis  tizedike  koriil,  biisvet  utani  napon  megkezdodik  a gettoz^,  a getto 
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szerencsere  meggondoltak,  feneken  nigtak  es  szabadon  engedtek.  Kiraly- 
helmecen  meg  a foszolgabiro  szemelyesen  faggatja  van-e  allampolgarsaga, 
s hiaba  bizonyitja,  jo  par  napig  ott  tartjak.  Beszel  a ricsei  internalotaborrol 
is,  ahol  foleg  lengyel  zsidok  voltak,  de  magyar  zsidok  is  akadtak  es  a ri- 
csei zsidok  kozt  6 is  vitt  be  nekik  ennivalot.  Vagy  - bogy  egy  szombaton 
egy  hadnagy  felelossegre  vonja  6t,  bogy  miert  nem  kalapleveve  koszonti. 
Mindenfele  ember  akadt;  felszabadulas  utan,  bogy  ottbonukban  minden 
biitort  a belyen  talal,  azt  mondta  a szomszed  paraszt:  baltaval  kergette 
volna  azt,  aki  el  akarja  burcolni.  Ilyen  is  akadt.  Ez  a,  szomszed  soba  sem 
volt  ellenseges.  De  ugyanakkor  olyannal  is  talalkozott,  aki  nyiltan,  nem 
csinalva  titkot  belole  a szemebe  mondta,  bogy  amikor  a zsidok  visszajot- 
tek,  bizony  nagy  kar  volt,  bogy  nem  vittek  le  oket  a Tiszaboz  es  nem 
fojtottak  oket  a vizbe... 

Nemreg  Pesten  jart,  s bar  bizonygattak,  bogy  nines  antiszemitizmus, 
ballott  ilyen  jellegu  kijelenteseket. 

Meg  megjegyzi,  bogy  Ujbelyrol  Cinner  Mukival  volt  egyiitt  a 
munkataborban. 

22.1.  1985.  Toronto 

Baum  L^zl6  (Mojsu)  szemdyes  eml^kei 
^ megeml^kez^se  megboldogult  feles^g^rdl,  Annier6I 

Annie  a zemplenmegyei  Sztropkon  sziiletett,  abol  Larry  Baum,  meg 
mint  bateves  gyermek  latogatja  eloszor  meg  az  ott  elo  csaladot.  Amikor, 
1941 -ben  a nemetek  Cseborszagot  megszalltak,  abova  a kozseg  tartozott  s 
a cseborszagi  lanyokat  a nemetek  eldeportaljak  — Annie  es  buga  Etya, 
keresztenyeknel  biijnak  meg.  Bujtatojuk  egy  parasztasszony,  aki 
szerszambazanak,  esurjenek  ^ pincet,  s ott  rejti  el  oket,  melybol  a mezore 
kivezeto  lyukon  at  kapnak  levegot.  A pince  falaba  vajt  iiregben  van  a 
priccsiik,  Annie  es  buga  azon  alszanak.  A rejtett  pince  bejarata  egy 
kemence,  amirol  nem  lebet  feltetelezni,  mit  takar.  Pedig  a kemence 
nyil^  az  ajtajuk.  Hat  bonapig  biijnak  igy  meg  ott,  s bogy  jon  a bideg 
ido,  a parasztasszony  szenet  ad  nekik,  de  az  emlitett  levegolyuk  erre  nem 
elegseges  — a ket  leany  szengazmergezest  kap,  Etya  mar  eszmeletlen,  An- 
nie utolso  erejevel  a nagy  boban  az  asszony  baza  fele  vanszorog.  Etyat 
meg  megmentik,  de  ezaltal  a szomszedok  tudomasara  jut  a dolog,  s igy 
jobbnak  latjak  Magyarorszagra  szokni.  Atesempeszik  oket  — tobb  zsido 
menekiilovel  egyiitt  — Kassara,  abonnan  sikeriil  telefon  osszekottetest 
talalnia  Larry  Baum  apjaval,  aki  ertiik  megy  es  Ujbelyre  bozza  oket  el.  S 
meg  mielott  az  ottani  gettobol  deportalnak,  Annie,  az  erzekeny  fiatal 
leany  — barmily  bibetetlen,  vagy  csodalatosnak  is  tunjon  — megalmodja 
Ausebwitzot,  s mindazt  ami  ott  valoban  bekovetkezett...  sajnos  a szamara 
is... 
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A ricsei  sz^rmaz^u  Sorger  J6zsef  besz^inoI6ja 


Bar  Kisradvanyon  sziiletett,  de  egesz  gyermekkorat  es  fiatalsagat 
munkaszolgalatra  valo  bevonul^ig  Ricsen  elte  le.  Apja  koztiszteletben 
alio  polgar,  aki  a Melamed  hivatasat  tolti  be.  Hatan  voltak  testverek.  Egy 
batyja  mar  1941 -ben  munkaszolgalatra  vonul  be  — akirol  legjobb 
tudomasa  szerint  csak  arrol  van  ertesiilese,  bogy  Borba  keriilt  es  ott  pusz- 
tult  el.  A veszkorszakban  elveszti  sziileit  — akiket  a satoraljaiijhelyi 
gettobol  visznek  el  testvereivel  egyiitt  — akikbol  csak  egy  hiiga,  aki 
szinten  Torontoban  el:  Bayer  Rozsi  jon  vissza.  A tobbiekrol  meg  azt  sem 
tudja  hoi,  melyik  lagerben  vesztettek  eletiik,  6 maga  Sovuotkor  tart  Jahr- 
zeitet  utanuk. 


1 943  oktobereben  vonul  be  munkaszolgalatra  es  karacsonyara  ez  evnek 
szabadsagot  kap  — ez  volt  az  utolso  eset,  hogy  sziileit  es  testvereit  latta. 
Ezalatt  a szabadsag  ideje  alatt  megbetegszik  es  ot  hetig  kell  fekiidnie,  koz- 
ben  szazada  Karpataljara  keriil,  akiket  csak  ket  honap  elteltevel  kovet. 
Utkozben  elteved  es  szerencsere  Munkacsra  keriil,  ahol  ott  elo  rokonait: 


nagyapjat,  nagynenjeit,  nagybatyjait  es  unokatestvereit  latogathatja  meg 
meg.  Karpataljarol  a lengyelorszagi  Duborkara  keriil  Magyarorszag 
nemet  megszallasaval  egyidoben  (1944.  III.  19)  es  meg  jiinius-julius 
honapokban  ott  dolgoznak.  Levaltjak  a szazadparancsnokot,  s az  lij 
parancsnok  ,,rettenetes  szadista,  ha  valakire  megharagszik,  azt  bor- 
zalmasan  megveri."  De  erdekes  — elelemrol  mindeg  gondoskodik. 
Arkokat  astak,  vedovonalat.  Gyengelkedik,  feltort  laba  miatt  a 


visszavonul^kor  lemarad  nehany  tarsaval  a szazadatol  — 


szerencsejere, 


mert  azokat  Nemetorszagba  viszik  es  kevesen  jonnek  beloliik  csak  vissza 


— es  1944  oktober  27.  — Ungvar  mellett,  Ungdarocon,  ahova  az  orosz 
csapatok  bevonulnak  — felszabadul.  3-4  nap  miilva  Munkacsra  er,  ahol 
egy  odavalosi  — nem  zsido  — iizlettarsa  akarja  befogadni.  O azonban  a 
Munkacs  legszebb  utcajaba  koltozik,  a Medecei  utcaba,  ahol  a gazdag 
zsidok  eltek  — ot  hetre.  Egy  este  ukranok  jonnek  erte,  elviszik 


magukhoz,  faggatjak  mit  keres  Munkacson,  felsiiroltatjak  vele  a padlokat 
es  kovetelik,  hogy  tunjon  el  Munkacsrol.  El  is  megy,  Batyiiig  vonattal, 
aztan  gyalog  Kiralyhelmecre,  onnan  er  el  december  hatodikan  Ricsere. 
Huga  — Bergen- Belsenbol  — csak  1945  jiiniusaban  Jon  vissza.  Egy 
Friedmann  nevu  Jon  meg  vissza,  akinek  batyja  Friedmann  Izidor 
szazadtars  volt  es  most  Izraelben  el,  meg  egy  Fischer  fiu,  aki 
Montrealban  telepedett  le. 

Egy  satoraljaiijhelyi  kereskedelmi  vallalatnal  volt  ellenorzo,  majd 
Jugoszlavia  fele  disszidalt,  ahonnan  Kanadaba  megy. 

Emlekek?  Egyszer  Dobradon  elfogtak  a csendorok.  Ket  parokat  vitt 
fesiilesre  — hat  kemnek  neztek,  mar  vittek  is  az  orsre,  de  aztan 
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talalnak  ocsak,  horpadt  konzervdobozokat  a szemetben  — az  jarja  korbe 
a levessel.  Ezen  az  uton  az  osszes  labujjai  lefagynak.  Ejszakara  egy  kis 
barakkban  kotnek  ki,  melynek  celtbol  kesziilt  tetejet  reggelre  elfiijja  a 
szel,  borig  aznak.  Az  litrakelt  20,000-b61  mar  csak  ha  5,000  van  elet- 
ben... 

1945  februar  22.  Tovabb  inditjak  Malakowba.  Ott  mar  olyan  dagadt  a 
laba,  hogy  vegleg  nem  mehet  munkara.  A korhazbarakk  tifuszosokkal 
tele.  Ellepik  egesz  testet  a tetuk.  De  ott  legalabb  megis  volt  ket 
foholyapolono,  akik  gondjukat  viseltek  es  itt-ott  egy-egy  siiltkrumplit 
adtak  neki. 

1945.  majus  elseje.  Megtoltik  a tabort  lijonnanjott  tizezrekkel  s keso 
delutanra  mar  jon  is  a parancs:  — aki  menni  tud  — litnak  inditjak! 
Nem  tudja,  mit  csinaljon,  a fogoly  orvosnot,  egy  bizonyos  Dr.  Ednat 
kerdezi  meg,  aki  keri,  szedje  ossze  utolso  erejet,  mert  a taborparancsnok 
kozolte  vele,  hogy  a betegekre  ragyujtjak  a barakkot.  Ket  honapi  fekves 
utan  nem  konnyii,  de  talpra  all.  Ket  nap,  ket  ejjel  mennek.  A lanyok  egy 
doglott  lovat  talalnak,  s aki  evett  belole  — mind  meg  is  hal. 

A harmadik  napon  menekiilo  nemet  katonak  kozlik  oreikkel:  Hitler 
meghalt,  ongyilkos  lett.  Az  orseg  otthagyja  ugyan  oket,  de  ha  a lanyok  a 
krumplifoldekre  szaladnak,  a menekiilo  SS-eknek  arra  megis  van  idejiik, 
hogy  rajuk  vadasszanak.  Mecklenburgba  erkeznek,  ahol  ettermet 
talalnak  — elelem  nelkiil.  Tovabb  mennek,  orosz  katonakkal  talalkoz- 
nak,  de  azok  csak  menetelnek,  reajuk  sem  pillantva.  Egy  bunkerben 
vagy  hiisz  fonyi  orosz  hadifogoly  ad  nekik  valami  ennivalot.  Majd  egy 
hazat  talalnak,  amelyet  lakoi  oly  siirgosen  hagytak  el,  hogy  meg  a gaz  is 
egett  egy  fazek  alatt,  s ott  az  eleskamraban  vegre  talalnak  tiirot,  sajtot  es 
kenyeret.  "Teleettem  magam...” 

Es  ami  hihetetlen  — Mrs.  Laufer  kalvariaja  ezzel  sem  er  veget,  az 
oroszok  segitsegevel  Lengyelorszagba  keriil,  ahol  a lengyelek  valtozatlan, 
veres  antiszemitizmusarol  tesz  taniisagot  aki  egy  voroskeresztes 
gyujtohelyre  kiseri,  mikor  megtudja,  hogy  zsido  — odasziszegi:  ‘'ha  tud- 
tam  volna  — megollek!” 

Kalandos,  faraszto,  nehez  liton  hazater,  ahol  elobb  unokabatyjaval, 
Ladislaw  Schoenfelddel,  majd  nagy  boldogsagara  apjaval  talalkozik  es 
egy  megmaradt  testverevel. 

Apja  szamtalanszor  szokik  meg  a transzportbol  es  vagy  haromszor  egy 
kereszteny  baratja,  aki  iizletet  kapta  meg  menekiti  ki,  de  mindannyiszor 
a rendorseg  felfedezi  rejtekhelyeit  es  vegiili  is  tudjuk  — Auschwitzot  is 
megjarva  64  eves  koraban!  — csodalatoskeppen  megmenekiil,  — 
hazakeriil.  Nem  ligy  edesanyja,  novere  negy  gyermekevel  es  meg  oly 
sokan  m^ok  nagy  csaladjabol. 

Mrs.  Laufer  Frida  — Max  Schoenfeld  ozvegye 
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hegyet  latnak  gyermekcipokbol.  Kideriilt,  hogy  Theresienstadtbol  hoztak 
ide  gyermekeket  es  elozo  ejjel  egettek  el  mind. 

A gazkamrakkal  szemben  dolgozik,  az  egyetlen  helyen,  ahol  ferfiak  es 
nok  egyiitt  — vagy  700-an  — az  elpusztultak  ruhait  hordjak  ki  es 
valogatjak  ki,  a jobbakat  azonnal  Nemetorszagba  kiildik.  Latjak  a 
halalbamenoket,  halljak  jajkialtasaikat,  s a fiist  egett  testek  szagat  hozza 
a kemenyekbol  — s ahogy  ezeket  a sorokat  irja,  erzi  lijra  azt  a szagot. 

S lat  hosoket  is.  Manja,  egy  belgiumi  zsidolany  szokes  kozben  keriilt 
az  SS-ek  kezebe,  halalra  itelik,  az  akasztast  az  egesz  tabornak  latnia  kell. 

S a lany  az  iteletvegrehajtot  szembekopi,  a noi  SS-tisztnek  szemebe 
vagja,  hogy  lesznek  akik  mindezt  tulelik  es  megbosszuljak.  S egy  elrejtett 
borotvapengevel  felvagja  az  ereit.  Korhazba  keriil,  ahol  meghal. 

A masik  lany  a korhazbarakkban  kiserleteknek  alavetett  ikergyerekek 
egyikenek,  aki  sirt  az  ehsegtol  — bedobott  egy  szelet  kenyeret.  Dr. 
Mengele  halalra  verte  erte,  s vegig  kellett  nezniok,  hogy  a lany  fiatal 
testet  egyenesen  az  egeto  kemencebe  vittek. 

S vegiil  egy  kiilonos,  nagy  hostett:  — a municiogyarban  dolgozo  fer- 
fiak robbanoanyagot  csempesztek  be  a taborba  es  a latrinaban  rejtettek 
el.  Onnan  — masok  — a krematoriumban  dolgozo  Sonderkom- 
mandosokhoz  juttattak,  akik  felrobbantottak  a krematoriumot.  750  em- 
bert  helyben  kivegeztek,  s csak  az  a 1 60  maradt  a kommandobol  eletben, 
aki  aznap  a “B”  lagerben  dolgozott. 

Ezekutan  a kremarorium  megsziint  dolgozni. 

"November  3. -an  erkezett  az  utolso  csehorszagi  transzport.  Apam  is 
koztiik  volt.  64  eves  volt  akkor.  Tobbszor  megprobaltam  kozelebe  jutni, 
de  az  SS  mindig  elzavart.  Kesobb  egy  fiatal  fiii  altal  kenyeret  es 
margarint  juttattam  el  hozza,  6 meg  egy  par  sort  irt.  A korhazbarakba 
keriilt  s en  a racson  at  beszelhettem  vele.  Volt  esze  es  munkara  kerte 
magat.  Csodalatoskeppen  meghallgattak  es  6 tisztogatta  a barakkot.  En 
voltam  a vilag  legboldogabb  embere.  hogy  talalkoztam  apammal.” 

1945  januar  17-en  elinditottak  Auschwitzbol.  Ket  napos  halalmars  31 
fokos  hidegben,  hoban.  Az  egesz  liton  ropognak  a fegyverek.  aki  nem 
birta  az  iramot  — lelottek.  De  apjatol  meg  el  tudott  biicsuzni.  biztatva. 
hogy  rovidesen  eljo  a felszabadul^.  1 945  januar  1 9-en  Loslauba  — egy 
Szileziai  allom^on  nyitott  szenesvagonokban  viszik  oket  tovabb,  de 
nagy  az  orom  — vegre  leiilhetnek.  De  olyan  zsufoltsagban,  hogy  har- 
colni  kell  a helyert.  Ket  hetig  utaznak  igy.  Egy  elkeseredett  pillanataban 
ki  akar  ugrani  a vagonbol  — valaki  visszarantja  — s folytatodik  elet^rt 
a hare... 

1945  januar  26.  Ravensbriickbe  erkeznek.  Leugralva  a vagonbol.  min- 
denfele  hoittesteken  lepkednek.  A havat  eszik,  mig  vegiil  orak  miilva 
kapnak  egy  levest.  de  tanyerja  nines  senkinek.  Elelmesebbek  szerenesere 
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nem  magyar  allampolgar  — zsido  hitsorsosainak,  kb.  20  ezer  ember 
tragediajanak  — ‘‘a  Dnyeper  vize  piroslott  veruktol.” 

Otthon  Frida  asszony  egyediil  vezeti  az  iizletet  es  nem  konnyii  ket  kis 
gyermekevel. 


1944.III.19.  A nemet  megszallas  napja.  Aprilis  25-en  a zsidok  mar 
nem  kozlekedhetnek,  egy  varosi  tisztviselo  (ferjenek  baratja)  egy  render 
es  egy  SS-tiszt  jonnek  ertlik,  10  percet  adnak  egy  10  kilos  csomag 
osszeallitasara.  A render  bajonettjevel  majdnem  mellbesziirja,  mert  a 
bedagasztott  kenyertesztat  is  magaval  akarja  vinni.  A templomba  terelik 
oket  — miutan  otthonaban  minden  erteketol,  eziist,  arany,  gyeman- 
toktol  megfosztottak  — ahol  testi  motozas  kovetkezik.  Majd  a gettoba 
keriilnek,  ahol  4-szer  4 meteres  szobaban  — agy,  asztal  es  szek  nelkiil  — 
25  mas  emberrel  osszezsiifolva  3 hetig  elnek. 

1944.  V.  18.  A templomban  vale  ujabb  testi  motozas  utan  — minden 
elelem  nelkiil  — utnak  indul  a transzport.  A lezart  marhavagonban  75 
ember.  Aposa  es  kisebbik  fia  szenvednek  a szomjusagtol  — ‘'es  en  nem 
tudtam  utolso  kivansagukat  teljesiteni...” 


1944.V.20.  Auschwitz,  Zeneszo  es  napsiites  fogadja  oket.  “Ki  gon- 
dolta  volna,  hogy  a transzport  nagyresze  nehany  ora  elmiiltaval  a 
gazkamraban  vegzi?’’  Elvalasztjak  a ferfiakat,  noket,  gyermekeket. 
Anyosat  balra,  6t  magat  jobbra  kiildik,  kozepen  a 1 1 eves  Pal  es  a 6 eves 
Gyorgy  fia  maradnak.  Az  SS  azt  mondja:  — ok  kocsival  fognak  menni, 
mert  hosszu  az  lit.  Soha  tobbe  nem  latja  oket... 

Hajukat  kopaszra  nyirjak,  sziirke  ruhat  kapnak,  mindenki  megfiirdik 
es  mindenki  egyforma  lesz  — “esak  a hangunkrol  ismertiink  egymasra.'’ 
Tetovalnak  mindenkit  — szama  A-6878  lesz.  Egy  mezolaborci  lannyal 
talalkozik,  aki  cseh  leven  mar  1942  6ta  Lublinban  dolgozott,  majd  ok 
epitettek  fel  Auschwitzot.  Ez  a lany  meseli,  hogy  200.000  embert 
gazositottak  el  nehany  nap  alatt,  hogy  helyet  adjanak  a Magyarorszagrol 
lijonnan  erkezoknek.  Ugyanesak  6 mondja  meg,  hogy  egy  testvere  — 
Henrik  es  egy  unokatestver:  Leib  Laufer  is  itt  van,  aki  egy  municio 
gyarban  dolgozik. 

Batyja  — 2 lengyel  kereszteny  fogoly  kisereteben  — a villanyvezetek 
javit^a  cimen  felkeresi  a noi  barakkban  es  a testverek  egymas  nyakaba 
borulnak.  “Tole  tudtam  meg  — amit  eddig  nem  hittem  — hogy  gyer- 
mekeim  mikent  vegeztek  fiatal  eletiiket,  a betegekkel,  oregekkel  egyiitt.’’ 

1944.  Rosh  Hasana.  Az  iinnep  alkalmabol  minden  leanyt  12-16  ev 
kozottieket,  egy  kiildn,  nagy  szelekcio  utan  elgazositottak.  — 1944.  Jom 
Kipur.  Elgazositjak  a hasonlo  koni  fiiikat.  - Nehany  oraval  Jom  Kipur 
beallta  elott  a tabor  minden  lakojat  osszeterelik.  Egy  SS-tiszt  inge  eltiint. 
Mindenki  25  botiitest  kap.  “Ez  volt  a Nagyiinnepi  Ceremoniank...’’ 

A “C’-lagerben,  mely  eredetileg  ciganylager  volt,  egy  napon  egesz 
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jottek  at,  hogy  elvezzek  a szolista  Grosz  Erno  pompas  tenorjat. 

Roth  rabbi  szuletett  nevelo  volt  — s a legboldogabb,  ha  tanitvanyai 
kozt  lehetett.  Mint  forabbit,  nem  kertek  fel  tardtasra.  Adva  volt  egy 
hivatott,  vallasos  tanito  garda,  mely  rendelkezesere  allt.  Feliigyelet  es 
szemmeltartas  nem  elegitette  ki.  A tanitas  volt  a szenvedelye,  amit 
ahitattal  gyakorolt.  A felsobb  iskolak  osztalyaiban  szemelyesen  viselte 
gondjat  a vallasos  nevelesnek.  Osztalyaiban  inkabb  megbeszeles  folyt, 
mint  leckezes,  es  ebben  a nyugodt  legkdrben,  amelyet  6 hivott  letre 
tudatositotta  azt  a biiszkeseget,  amit  a mi  nepunk,  a zsido  nep  nagy 
oroksege  jelent.  A zsido  nemzet  korai  tortenelmevel  kezdtiik,  a bibliai 
hosokkel:  a Makkabeusokkal,  Mordechajjal,  stb.  S anelkiil,  hogy 
eszrevettiik  volna,  jol  informaltak  lettiink  a nagy  Biblia-magyarazok 
tanaiban.  Hosszan  targyaltuk  Rashit  es  Rambamot  s ha  Maimonidesre 
keriilt  sor  — aki  kedvenc  tortenelem  magyarazoja  volt  — a megszabott 
ido  sohasem  volt  eleg  a szamara,  mindeg  talalt  ra  lij  megvilagit^t,  hogy 
hogyan  is  tudnank  mindjobban  elvezni  Maimonides  tanit^ait. 

Kozkedveltsege  es  nagy  tekintelye  dacara  az  1944-es  ev  a 
satoraljaiijhelyi  gettoban  talalja.  Probalkoztak  megmenteni.  A foldalatti 
mozgalom  felajanlotta,  hogy  eljuttatja  Pestre,  hogy  tagja  legyen  a Zsido 
Tanacsnak.  Erelyesen  visszautasitott  minden  ilyen  ajanlatot.  “Ha 
valamikor  — hat  ezekben  az  idokben  kell  egyiitt  maradnom  nepemmer’ 
— mondta.  Nepevel  maradt  s veliik  ment  a vegzetes  litra... 

Gombas-Griinhut  Miklos 


Kivonat  Laufer  Frida  visszaeml^kez^eibdl 

“Egy  boldog  gyermekkor  es  egy  nagyon  boldog  hazaselet  lett 
megszakitva  a II.  vilaghaboni  altal,  zsido  voltom  miatt.“ 

Ezekkel  a szavakkal  kezdi  a Mezolabarcon  — Zemplen  megyeben  — 
szuletett  igazi  Nagyasszony  beszamolojat.  A 3000  lakosii  helyseg 
tobbsege  zsido  volt,  s beloluk  igen  sok  — rokona.  Vagy  400  ewel 
ezelott  egy  ose  berelte  ezt  a foldet  es  alapitotta  a helyseget  — addig 
zsidonak  nem  volt  joga  erre.  Andrassy  grofektol  berelte,  eredetileg 
Moskovics  volt  a neve,  a grof  valtoztatta  Schoenfeldre.  Sziileinek  — 
anyai  reszrol  gazdasaga  volt,  amit  1 903-ban  1 millio  aranykoronaert 
vettek,  apai  reszrol  a csaladnak  eredetileg  korcsmajuk  volt,  majd 
fatelepet  epitettek. 

1932-ben  ferjhez  megy,  apja  elso  unokatestverenek  fiahoz.  A csalad- 
ban  az  ilyen  hazassag  gyakori.  Satoraljaujhelyen  elnek,  ferje  igen  gazdag 
ember,  aki  a numerus  clausus  miatt  nem  tanulhatott  az  egyetemen,  igy  a 
csaladi  iizletbe  tarsul:  nyersbor  kereskedesiik  van.  Ket  gyonyoru  gyer- 
meke  szuletik:  — Pal  1933-ban,  Gyorgy  38-ban.  1941 -ben  ferje  mar 
munkaszolgalatos  Lengyelorszagban,  ahol  tanuja  a hataron  attett  — 
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bankarok,  a kereskedok,  a gyarosok  is.  Koncerteket  rendeztek,  a 
szinhazat  patronaltak,  de  meg  a Chanukka-bal  tancosai  is  kozuiiik 
keriiltek  ki. 

Kultiiremberek  voltak.  Fejlodokepes,  halado  emberek,  s mint  ilyenek, 
ok  epitettek  egy  Zsido  Tarsadalmi  Kozpontot,  amelynek  nem  volt  parja 
az  egesz  orszagban.  Templom,  iskola,  kultiirterem  egeszitettek  ki 
egymast,  elfoglalva  a varos  egy  elokelo  negyedet,  a Varoshaza  kozvetlen 


szomszedsagaban.  A templom  maga  egy  epiteszeti  mestermu  volt,  olasz 
epitesz  terve  alapjan  a Verona-i  Zsinagoga  mintajara,  amely  meg  ma  is 
turisztikai  attrakcionak  szamit.  A komplexus  kozepen  allt  a Tanhaz, 
mint  a tradicionalis  Varsoi  Tanhazak  maradvanya.  De  a biiszkesege, 
ekkove  e kozpontnak  az  iskola  volt.  Leirva  a szot:  — biiszkesege  — nem 
csak  az  iskolaepiiletre  es  a kulturteremre  gondolunk,  amely  a maga 
nemeben  gyonyorii  volt,  de  ekepp,  sot  — inkabb  — a kivalo  tanitok 
karara,  mint  Lowy,  Gondos,  Weiss,  Lancy  Adel,  Feldmar  Mozes,  bogy 
csak  nehanyat  emlitsiink.  S a tiszteletre  melto  igazgatora  Fodor  Samura 
gondolunk,  aki  hosszu  szolgalata  alatt  elhivatott  neveloje  volt  tobb  nem- 
zedek  zsido  gyermekeinek.  Az  iskolaban  kozos  neveles  volt,  fiiik  es 
lanyok  egylittesen.  Ez  egy  littoro  es  halado  fogalom  volt  a maga 
idejeben. 

Szellemi  vezetoje,  hajtoereje  ennek  a peldaszerii  hitkozsegnek  tanult 
rabbija  volt:  Roth  Samuel.  Mar  az  6 idejeben  legendanak  szamitott. 
Roth  rabbi  jomegjelenesu,  igazi  szemelyiseg  volt.  Magas,  egyenes,  min- 
dig  tisztan  oltozott:  Jolszabott,  konzervativ  oltonyokben  jart.  Hosszu, 
sziirkiilo  szakalla  apoltsagaval  es  J61  formaltsagaval  kiemelte  hegyes, 
formas  orrat  es  az  6 mindig  baratsagos,  melegseget  sugarzo,  megerto 
barna  szemeit.  J61  ismert  es  sokat  targyalt  meglepo  hasonlatossaga  az 
orszag  nagytekintelyu,  balvanyozott  politikusara,  grof  Apponyi  Albertre, 
az  akkori  idoknek  allando  beszed  targya  volt.  Ez  a hasonlatossag  tette 
kozismertte  a varos  elokelosegei  koreben.  Eleg  az  hozza,  ha  megjelent  a 
Megye  Gyulestermeben  — a Hitler  elotti  idokrol  beszelve,  amikoris  a 


forabbi  a Varosatyak  gyiilekezetenek  tagja  volt  — belepeset  elismero 
suttogas  kovette  es  kivancsi  szemek  fiirkesztek  ot.  Tehetseges  szonok 
volt,  akinek  szonoklatat  orommel  es  szivesen  fogadta  hallgatosaga. 
Meleg,  barsonyos  baritonja  a templom  minden  sarkaban  visszhangzott, 
elbiivdlte  hallgatosagat,  ha  kedvenc  temajat  vetette  fel  — a 
‘‘Hagyomanyokat‘\  Joval  a Hegediis  a hazteton  fellepte  elott  allitotta  a 
Hagyomanyokat  az  egyideju  zsido  elet  fokuszaba. 

De  erdeklodesenek  kozpontjaban  az  ifjiisag  allt.  Megszervezte,  telallitotta 
az  Ifjiisag  Templomat  az  iskola  kultiirtermeben.  A szombati  es  a 
Nagyiinnepeket  szolgalo  Istentiszteleteket  korus  kiserte,  amely  olyan 
csodalatos  volt,  hogy  a Nagytemplomban  imadkozo  felnottek  gyakran 
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masik  szereplojenek  testvere  — a veszkorszakban  elhiinyt  Berkovits 
Klarinak  fivere,  s ket  gyermeke  Los  Angelesben  elnek,  testvere  az 
elhunytnak,  Berkovits  Jeno  — valamint  Schreiber  Eszter  egy  hiiga  — a 
sors  kifiirkeszhetetlen  akarata  folytan  szinten  Los  Angeles  lakoi. 

Schreiber  Eszter  lanya,  egy  nagyon  tehetseges  tanarno  egyebkent  az 
emlitett  muvet  ivrit  nyelvre  is  leforditotta. 

Ein  Hanatziv,  Izrael. 

1984.  jiilius  1. 


A sdtoraljaujhelyi  Status  Quo  hitkozs^g 
Roth  Samuel  rabbi  einl^k^re:  Gombds  MikI6s  (Grunhut) 


A varos  lakossaganak  egynegyede  zsido  volt,  mialtal  Budapest  utan 
Ujhely  szamitott  a legzsidobb  varos nak  Magyarorszagon.  A parhuzam 
ezzel  meg  nem  ert  veget.  Mert  ezeknek  az  embereknek  a jelenlete 
szeleskorii  elfoglaltsagaik  altal,  olyan  mertekben  dominalt,  hogy  egy,  a 
varosba  latogato  vendeg  feltetleniil  arra  a benyomasra  kellett  jusson. 
hogy  egy  nehany,  a gazdanep  szamara  fenntartott  foglalkozason  kivlil, 
mint  rendorseg,  katonasag,  birosag  es  megyei  hivatalok  — mindenki 
mas  zsido  volt. 

Az  en  idomben  harom  nagy  hitkozseg  mukodott  Ujhelyen,  hozzajuk 
tartozo  templomjaikkal:  — az  ultra-vallasos  Hasszidikus,  a nagyon 
vall^os  Orthodox  es  a nem  tul  vallasos  Status  Quo-kozosseg.  A 
Hasszidikusok  nem  vettek  reszt  a varos  tarsadalmi  eleteben.  Ok  egy 
maguk-krealta  gettoban  eltek,  olyszeru  ruhazatot  viselve,  mint  oseike,  az 
6 sajatos  vilagukban.  Nyelviik  a jiddish,  amit  az  esetek  nagytobbsegeben 
hasznaltak,  ha  barmilyen  kozolnivalojuk  akadt.  Teljes  izolaltsagban 
eltek,  nem  csak  a kereszteny  lakossagtol  kuloniilve  el,  hanem  meg 
inkabb  zsido  testvereiktol. 


Az  orthodox  csoport  gyokerei,  mint  az  ultrake,  de  ok  mar  megtettek 
az  elso,  leglenyegesebb  lepest  az  asszimilacio  utjan.  Meg  volt  meg  a sajat 
Dayan-juk,  akikhez  asszonyaik  kerdesekkel  fordultak  (Reb  Hersch  Dick) 
es  minden  problemaikkal  — a birosag  helyett  — a Din  Torahoz 


folyamodtak.  De  modernul  voltak  oltozve,  foglalkoztak  kereskedelemmel 
es  fejlett  iparosaik  voltak.  Magyarul  beszeltek  a kiilvilaggal,  de  a 
legtisztabb  varsoi  jiddisht  otthonukban.  Gyermekeiket  Europa 


kiilonbozo  varosaiba  kiildtek  hogy  orvosoknak,  iigyvedeknek  tanitsak  ki: 


de  csak  miutan  az  elozetes  zsido  nevelest  a Cheder  es  a Talmud  Tora 


litjan  biztositottak  szamukra. 

A Status  Quo  hitkozseg  nem  csak  szambelileg,  de  minden  masban  is 
kitunt.  Minden  gyakorlati  dologban  ok  voltak  az  ujhelyi  zsido  alet  kep- 
viseloi.  Ok  voltak  a varos  orvosai,  iigyvedei,  fogaszai.  S ok  voltak  a 
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Andor  Bar-Mitzvajan,  vagy  kirandul  vele  es  legjobb  pajt^val  a sabeszi 
“zmirol^’’  utan  az  “Elso  Aroktol,  ahova  fiirodni  jartunk  — a kies 
fekvesii  Kodiiig..." 

Es  amikor  leirja  — “Taliya  kozsegunk:  — a malmunktol  a Zoldagig, 
a Hustatol  a lutheranus  iskolaig.  A sakterhaz  melletti  gat  es  a 
Dobogo...”  — miridenki  erzi:  ez  mar  nem  topografia,  hanem  gyermekek 
vidam  zaja,  kacagasa,  leanykak  es  fiiik  eneke,  egy  mesebeli  taj  tavasza- 
tele... 

Hogy  meg  jobban  fajjon  a legcsendesebb  sor:  “Nines  mar  olyan  sem, 
aki  a kodiii  zsido  temetobe  elmenne  Kever  Oveszre...” 

Schreiber  Eszter  (sztil.  Rozman  Xgi)  visszaeml^k^z^i 

Nem  lehet  meghatottsag  nelkiil  irni  Schreiber  Eszter 
megemlekezeserol,  melybol  sugarzik  a legmelegebb,  mulhatatlan  testveri 
szeretet,  amit  megboldogult  novere,  az  aldott  emlekii  Krauszne,  sziiletett 
Rozman  Livia  irant  erez,  aki  a veszkorszak  idejen  vesztette  eletet,  amely 
teny  — a leirtak  alapjan  — a legmelyebb  nyomot  hagyta  lelken.  Azt 
hiszem,  minden  tiilzas  nelkiil  el  lehet  mondani  ezt  Rola,  aki 
emlekezeteben  megorizte  szorol  szora  boldogult  noverenek  egy  1938- 
ban  irt  s egy  channukai  kultiiresten  eloadott  Dialogjat,  amit  - a kesobb 
szinten  Auschwitzban  martirhalalt  halt  — Berkovits  Klaraval  adtak  elo. 
A “Dialog’’  sokkal-sokkal  tdbb,  mint  egy  kultiiresti  “szam”  — 
magasroptu  fohasz  ez,  olyan  melyenszanto,  a lelek  melyerol  feltoro 
imadsag,  amely  Parbeszed  mar  a Vilag  Uraval,  a Teremtovel,  egy 
artatlan  lelekbol  felszakado  jajkialtas  az  iildoztetesek  idejenek  eloestejen. 

Ez  az  Emlekkonyv  nem  hivatott  arra,  hogy  teljessegeben  kozolje  a 
megrazo  muvet,  de  feltetlen  ki  kell  emelni  belole  a halhatatlan,  az  akkor 
es  most  is  hiisunkba  vago  orok  kerdest,  amit  koltoi  patosszal, 
ihletettseggel  tesz  fel: 

“Miert,  oh  miert  Istenem,  Napkelet  egenek  csillag  milliardjaihoz 
hasonlitad  Nepedet?? 

Ha  ellensegiink  eppen  ennyi!!!?” 

Latnokok,  profetak  meglatasa  ez,  hatborzongato  jovendoles,  mely 
irtoztato  valosagkent  beteljesiilt... 

Schreiber  Eszter  Berkovits  Rafael  unokaja,  Rozman  Vilmos  leanya, 
aki  a miiltat  felidezve  megemliti,  hogy  a statusquo  iskola  tanitvanya 
volt,  szeretettel  emlekszik  meg  ottani  tanitoirol,  Feldmar  Mozesrol, 
Frismann  Mariskarol,  s tisztelettel  Nagyapjarol,  aki  az  orthodox 
hitkozseg  es  a Szentegylet  (Chevra  Kadisa)  Elnoke,  Gabeja  — mindene 
volt.  Aldott  emleku  novere,  akinek  visszaemlekezeseit  szenteli  1937-ben 
Kolozsvaron,  az  ottani  orvosi  fakultason,  az  egyetemen  tanult,  ahonnan 
a fasiszta  Goga  uralma  alatt  hazatoloncolt^k  Ujhelyre.  A “Dialog” 
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rabbikat  egeszen  Rosenbaum  Miklos  rabbiig,  akit  “felesegevel  es  negy 
kisgyermekevel  vittek  el  a halalvagonok,  kedvelt  hiveivel  egyiitt”... 

Megemliti  Paszternak  Simon  a Szentegylet  Frigyszekrenyenek 
fuggonyet  is,  amelyet  az  Andrassy  grofok  altal  adomanyozott  “bibor- 
selyem  anyagii,  diis  aranyhimzesu  terito”  kepezett. 

S beszel  a "hitleri  idokrol”.  A m.kir.  csendorsegrol  — “nevetseges 
uriigyekkel  halalosan  iszonyiiva  tettek  a remego  zsidok  eletef S ez  csak 
a kezdet... 

Vegezetiil  megemliti,  hogy  a kevesek,  akik  visszatertek  megprobaltak 
az  eletet  lijrakezdeni.  Kitakaritottak  a loistallonak  hasznalt  templomokat, 
renovaltattak  a Frigyszekrenyt;  “de  nem  lehetett  hiteletet  elni  rabbi, 
kosersagot  tartani  sakter,  es  imadkozni  gyiilekezet  nelkiil...” 

"Tallyan  a hitkozseg,  mint  az  egesz  magyarorszagi,  videki  zsidosag  — 
mar  csak  emlek.”  Ezzel  a mondattal  fejezi  be  kivalo  munkajat  Pasz- 
ternak Simon. 


Paszternak  Andor  irasaban  a legmegrenditobb  a kezdet:  “A  mi 
gyerekkorunk  nem  mult  el,  azt  kipusztitottak.  A gyermekkorunk  — 
kimiilt!" 

Talan  sohasem  irtak  le  talalobb,  ugyanakkor  megrazobb  vadiratot. 
Vajon  a jdvo  nemzedekek,  akik  szamara  “oseik  vilagaf’  kivanja 
felidezni,  kelloen  fogjak  ezt  a kegyetlen,  igazsagtalan  igazsagot  felfogni? 
Hiszen  ennek  pokoli  siilya  van,  meg  akkor  is,  ha  egyesszamban 
mondhatnank  el  — hat  meg  ha  milliokkal  kell  beszorozni! 

De  meg  elevenebb  a leiras,  amikor  arrol  ir  Paszternak  Andor,  hogy 
nem  lehet  ‘‘hiissal  es  verrel  megeleveniteni  a kiszaradt  csontokat.  Meg 
irasban  sem,  ha  a csontvaz  maga  nines  meg.’’ 

Ilyenkor  erti  meg  igazan  az  ember,  mit  jelent  temetoinkben  a naci 
barbarizmus  aldozatainak  emelt  ko,  amely  alatt  senki  sem  nyugszik,  csak 
martirjaink  emleket  idezi. 

Tudjuk  tehat  mi  a "megrendito”  es  a “megrazo”  irasaiban.  Ne 
legyiink  fukarok  — irjuk  le  azt  is,  ami  a legszebb...! 

Kenyer-puha  szavakkal  s annak  kemencebol  kivett  melegsegevel, 
hihetetlen,  szinte  tapinthato  szeretettel  irja  le  “a  mi  draga  Tallyank” 
csodalatos  zsido  lelket,  vilagat  — az  olvaso  szinte  elfelejti,  hogy  mindez 
nines  tobbe...  S aki  sohase  latta,  sohasem  hallott  errol  a helysegrol  — 
egyszerre  az  is  otthonosan  mozog  benne,  ha  olvasasa  kozben  egy-egy 
pillanatra  lehunyja  a szemet,  amikor  gondolatban  reszt  vehet  Paszternak 
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Cseppeket  kertek,  melyek  szemei  szamara  nelkiilozhetetlenek  voltak... 

Valakinek  meg  engedelyeztek  a Paszternak  csaladbol,  hogy  bizonyos 
dolgokert  visszamenjen  Tallyara,  ahonnan  veliik  elelmet  kiildott  csaladja 
szamara  Kozak  Ilonka,  de  — a mar  emlitett  szigoni  kosersaguk  miatt  — 
nem  mindent  lehetett  kiildeni. 

Az  utolso  hirt  mar  egy,  a vagonbol  kidobott  levelezolapon  kapta  Dr. 
Teichman  szeretteirol,  a Hidasnemetrol  Kassara  meno  szerelvenyrol. 
Nem  tudtak  hova  viszik  oket;  csak  egy  szemermes  felmondatban  kertek  a 
Mindenhato  oltalmat.  Mindenki  elhagyta  oket  — csak  O es  a hitiik 
maradt  veluk  utolso  napjaikig,  Rosh  Chodes  Szivanig. 

A tobbi  lallyai  martir,  mintegy  170  lelek,  teljes,  nagy  csaladok  — 
akiknek  veret  az  Orokkevalo  kerje  szamon  — emleket  orizziik! 

Hiszekeny,  megtevesztett,  naiv  es  gyaniitlan  emberek  voltak.  De  a 
szornyu  valosag  egyebkent  is  minden  rettegett  kepzeletet  feliilmult. 

Az  Orokkevalo  segitsegevel. 

Zurich,  1985.  majus  7-en 

Paszternak  Andor  Paszterndk  Simon  irdsaibdl 

„Miskolc  es  kornyekenek  martirkonyve’’ 
cimu  emlekkonyvben  megjelent  irasaik  rovid  kivonata: 

Valojaban  mindenki  szamara  ajanlhato,  hogy  Paszternak  Andor  es 
Paszternak  Simon  tanulmanyait  a fentemlitett  konyvbol  teljes  egeszeben 
olvassa  el,  annak  megrenditoen  szep,  reszleteiben  pedig  igen-igen  ertekes 
adatokkal  szolgalo  mondanivalojaert.  Mar  csak  az  irasaikban  felsorolt  — 
minden  bizonnyal  az  ismerosok  szamara  kedves  — nevek  felsorolasaert,  s 
a kituno  Jelzokert,  melyekkel  a szerzok  valosaggal  megtestesitik  az 
emlitetteket.  No  es  a helysegnevek!  Golop,  Forro,  Faj,  Encs,  Bekecs, 
Beny,  Liszke,  Kallo,  Monok,  Ratka  — meg  aki  sohasem  hallotta  ezeket  a 
neveket,  meg  az  is  kierzi  azt  az  otthonossagot,  amivel  a ma  a vilag  m^ik 
felen  elo  szerzok  emlitik  meg  oket. 

A felsorolasban  elso,  Golop  kiskozseg  zsido  temetojeben  200  evnel 
idosebb  sirkovek  is  vannak  — irja  Paszternak  Simon  — es  a tovabbiak- 
ban  megemliti,  hogy  a XVIII.  szazadban  a golopiak  az  elso  zsidok 
Tallyan.  Maga  a hitkozseg  a XIX.  szazad  vegen  alakul  meg  es  ezzel 
egyidoben  a Szentegylet  temetoje,  a kozsegtol  2 km-re  levo  Kodiiban.  Az 
elso  templom  1845-ben  epiil,  majd -az  1968-as  tiizvesz  idejen  leeg;  1871- 
ben  epitik  lijja.  A templom,  a Frigyszekreny  disziteseit  olyan  paratlan 
reszletezessel  irja  le  Paszternak  Simon,  mint  egy  igazi  muveszettortenesz. 
Ir  az  elso  rabbirol,  Tennenbaum  Jakobrol,  aki  1832-ben  sziiletett 
Szendron  es  1 858-t61  1 869-ig  mukodott  Tallyan.  S felsorolja  mind  a tobbi 
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magyarokban  sem  biztak  meg  — elfoglaltak  Magyarorszagot,  s amilyen 
sorsra  jutott  par  ewel  ezelott  a lengyelorszagi  zsidosag,  az  lett  most  a 
magyarorszagi  zsidosag  osztalyresze  is.  Gettokat  allitottak  fel,  ahova  a 
zsido^  lakossagot  tomoritettek.  Par  hettel  kesobb  pedig  a magyar 
csendorseg  onnan  nehany  ezer  emberbol  alio  csoportba 
marhavagonokba  gyomoszolte  oket  a naci  SS-ek  segitsegevel.  A transz- 
porlok  Auschwitzba  erkeztek  es  a halalba.  Egy  napon,  mar  munkajuk 
vegeztevel,  a csendorseg  visszajott  meg  egy  par  emberert,  bogy  feltoltsek 
a transzportot.  A gettobeli  zsidok  elbujtak,  remelve,  bogy  igy  csak  par 
nap  elmultaval  keriilnek  majd  sorra.  S amig  a csendorok  kerestek  oket, 
Hirscb  rabbi  varatlan-birtelen  megjelent  es  magyarul  kialtott  reajuk: 
“Hagyjatok  oket  — vigyetek  el  engem!  En  eleget  eltem.  Legyek  en  a 
valtsagdij,a  megvaltojuk,  vigyetek  engem  el  belyettiik!”  A ketsegbeeses 
vegoraiban  sem  tagadta  meg  onmagat.  Nem  ingott  meg  eros  biteben,  s 
egyenesen  allva  fogadta  a Mennyek  Uranak  batarozatat,  pontosan  ugy, 
abogy  Bolcseinknel  olvastuk  a Tiz  Nagy  Martir  Rabbi  tortenetet... 

Hirscb  rabbinak  nem  volt  sajat  gyermeke,  felesege  egy 
unokatestverenek  arvajat  neveltek  fel,  aki  szinten  rabbicsalad  leszar- 
mazottja.  Leibiscb  Jungreisz  a nagybacsijatol  latott  vallasos  szellemben 
nott  fel.  Kesobb  6 lett  a szikszoi  rabbi,  egeszen  a veszkorszak  kezdeteig, 
amikor  ugyanaz  a sors  vart  rea,  mint  a tobbi  magyarorszagi  rabbira. 

Meg  akarom  orbkiteni  Hirscb  rabbi  tortenetet,  bogy  az  eljovendo  nem- 
zedekek  megismerbessek  ezt  a nagy  embert.  Halas  vagyok  a Gond- 
viselesnek,  bogy  bozzasegitett  aldott  emleket  terjeszteni. 

Ugy  erzem,  azert  maradbattam  eletben,  bogy  ennek  a nagy  embernek 
tortenetet  megismertetbessem  a zsidosaggal  es  az  egesz  vilaggal. 

Ottawa,  1980-81. 


Dr.  Teicbman  Jakob  rabbi,  Tallyarol  elszarmazott  ziiricbi  lakos 
visszaemlekezesei: 

Tallyan  bomogen  orthodox  bitkozseg  volt.  Talan  barom  olyan  asszony- 
nyal  kozottiik,  aki  sajat  bajat  viselte  — es  ezert  nem  mindenki  evett 
naluk.  Mindenki  tudta  — a tallyai  zsidok  nem  nyiilnanak  “tref ’-bez. 

1 944  tavaszan,  Peszacb  utan  szedtek  ossze  Taliya  zsidosagat  es  vittek  el 
oket  a satoraljaujbelyi  gettoba.  Az  ottani  allapotokrol  csak  nebany 
levelezolapon  ertesitbettek  bozzatartozoi  Dr.  Teicbmant,  aki  akkor  Pesten 
elt.  Nem  panaszkodtak,  de  elkepzelbeto  volt,  bogy  a nagy,  tagas  es 
szellos,  kertes  tallyai  bazuk  utan  egy  zsiifolt  szoba-reszbe,  sarokba  keriilni 
mit  Jelentbetett  szamukra.  Ozvegy  edesanyja  szemet  zoldbalyoggal 
operaltak,  s Dr.  Teicbman  ket  novere,  Lujza  es  Bozsi  — akiknek  veret  az 
Orokkevalo  kerje  szamon  — apoltak  felto  gonddal  es  vigyaztak  Rea. 
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vezetoi  iidulesre  kiildtek,"  az  erre  kapott  osszeg  felet  visszahozta, 
visszaadta  — nem  koltotte  el. 

Szemeiyeben  testesitette  meg  a jotekonysag  fogalmat. 

Ha  valakit  mar  meg  is  akart  dorgaini,  olyan  hangnemben  tette,  mintha 
onmagat  dorgalna. 

1922-ben  az  lijhelyi  kozosseg  Fellner  Joel  rabbit  valasztotta  meg  rab- 
bijanak.  Kisvarosbol  jott,  de  egyike  volt  a legjelesebb  rabbiknak 
Magyarorszagon.  Hatvan  eves  volt  akkoriban,  szigonian  megkovetelte  a 
vallasos  eloirasok  megtartasat  es  kikototte,  bogy  a szokasoknak 
megfeleloen  az  asszonyoknak  parokat  kell  viselniok,  csak  ezzel  a feltetellel 
vallalta  hivatasat.  Annak  dacara,  hogy  ez  fajo  pont  volt  sokak  szamara  a 
kozossegbol,  elfogadtak  a feltetelt,  mert  nagyon  akartak  6t  rabbijuknak. 
Rabbi  Hirschnek  m^  volt  a velemenye,  de  azert  a legnagyobb 
megbecsiilessel  voltak  egymas  iranyaban.  Hirsch  rabbi  mondta  az  apam- 
nak  — aki  Fellner  rabbi  nagy  hive  volt  — hogy  6 nines  ligy  elragadtatva 
ettol  a felteteltol,  mert  ez  a fiatalsagot  a kevesbe  vallasos  kozosseghez 
vezetheti.  Ez  jellegzetes  volt,  6 magaval  szelsosegesen  szigoni  volt,  de 
elnezo  es  baratsagos,  megerto  masokkal. 


Harom  evig  sem  tartozkodott  meg  Fellner  rabbi  Ujhelyen,  amikor 
elhunyt.  Tobb  mint  hiisz  rabbi  jott  el  az  orszag  tobb  reszerol  temetesere. 
En  emlekszem  Hirsch  rabbi  gyaszbeszedere,  ami  szinten  jellemzo  volt  erre 
a nagy  emberre.  Az  egesz  gyaszbeszed  egyetlen  keres,  konyorges  volt, 
hogy  a kozosseg  ne  felejtse  el  az  elhunyt  ozvegyet  es  tamogassa,  part- 

fogolja  ot.  Hirsch  rabbi  elete  az  Irgalom  jegyeben  telt  el., 

^ 

Felelevenitve  Ujhelyben  toltott  napjaim,  a tanultak,  a szelsosegesen 
vallasos  chasszidok,  a kevesbe  vallasos  elemekkel  kevert  kozossegben 
sohasem  hallottam  a legesekelyebb  panaszt,  a legenyhebb  kritikat  sem 
Hirsch  rabbival  szemben.  Csak  dicsertek.  A legnagyobb  tisztelettel  ejtettek 
ki  nevet.  Tokeletessegre  torekedett  tanulasban,  imadsagaiban  es  jotetteivel 
egyarant. 

...  Halala  felidezi  bennem  a Jom  Kippuri  liturgiabol  ismert  Tiz  Nagy 
Marti r Rabbit... 

Apam  unokatestvere,  Weinberger  Jozsef,  az  lijhelyi  getto  Zsido 
Tanaesanak  tagja  meselte  nekem: 

Tudvalevo,  hogy  1944  marcius  19-ig  a naeik  nem  bantottak  koz- 
vetleniil  a magyar  zsidosagot,  miutan  Magyarorszag  a nemetek 
szovetsegese  volt.  A zsidok  szenvedese  mindezidaig  magyar  reszrol 
szakadt  reajuk.  A zsido  iQiisagot  ukrajnai  es  oroszorszagi 
munkataborokba,  kenyszermunkara  hurcoltak  el,  ahol  a magyar  hadsereg 
alarendeltjeikent  a legveszelyesebb  feladatokat  biztak  reajuk,  mint  pi.  az 
aknaszedes.  Ennek  a zsido  iQiisagnak  tobb  mint  80  szazaleka  odaveszett. 

1944  marcius  19-e  utan  minden  megvaltozott.  A nemetek  mar  a 
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Hirsch  rabbi  napjait  tanulassal,  tanitassal  toltotte  es  a szegenyek 
szolgalataval,  kiveve,  megszakitottak  tanacskeressel,  ritualis 
kerdesekkel.  Evek  multan,  hogy  meglatogattam  — ez  a helyzet  semmit 
sem  valtozott.  Hivatalra  emlekezteto  szobajaban  lilt,  mely  lakasahoz  tar- 
tozott,  oldalfalain  szent  konyvek  sorakoztak,  amelyekre  nap  mint  nap 
sziiksege  volt.  E szobaban  egy  nagy  asztal  allt,  padokkal  koriil,  ahol 
tanitvanyaival,  vagy  egyedlil  tilt.  Ott  tanult...  es  tanult.  Szemben  vele 
ablak,  mellette  kis  asztal,  majd  az  ajto  kovetkezett.  Ha  kerdesekkel  jot- 
tek,  tobbnyire  nok  a kosersag  iigyeben,  meglatta  oket,  az  ablakhoz  ment, 
valaszt  adott  — es  maris  visszament  tanulni.  Ezzel  telt  napja  — egesz 
elete. 

Hirsch  rabbi  eleteben  nem  voltak  felesleges  percek.  Ha  beszelt,  csak  a 
lenyeget  mondta.  Hat  evet  tanultam  vele,  megfigyeltem,  hogy  el;  trefa, 
anekdota  nem  hagyta  el  ajkat,  sem  egyetlen  felesleges  szo.  Mindennapi 
tanit^ait  ido  elott  kezdte  es  leteltevel,  kesobb  vegezte,  hivatkozva 
Chatam  Szofer  tanitasara  — ezekbol  a kiilon  percekbol  valik  valaki 
Talmud  Chachamma. 

Ha  imadkozott  — testet  lelket  oltott  benne  az  imadsag. 


Jotekonysaganak  nem  volt  parja.  Ujhely  az  elso  vilaghaboni  vegeig 
viragzo  varos  volt;  a hatar  a trianoni  bekeszerzodes  ertelmeben 
megvaltozott,  hatarvaros  lett.  Eredmenye:  — a gazdasagi  elet  is 
megvaltozott  Ujhelyen,  mar  nem  tudta  ellatni  lakossagat.  Az  ujhelyi 
zsidosag  leszegenyedett.  Hirsch  rabbi  latta  es  segitett:  minden  jovedelmet 
— leszamitva  a legsziiksegesebbet  a maga  szamara  — a szegenyeknek 
osztotta  szet.  Ezenkiviil  megszervezte  a jobbmodu  lakossagtol 
beszedendo  heti-  es  havipenzeket.  (Wochengeld  — Chodesgeld.)  Nem 
szegyelt  egy  lijonnanjotthoz  sem  fordulni  az  imadkozas  utan 
adomanyert.  Emlekszem,  a haboru  folyaman  meglatogattam  sziileimet,  s 
a templomban  — mint  regi  tanitvanyahoz  — hozzam  fordult  penzert, 
mondvan:  ‘Tudod,  hogy  en  sziikseglem  a penzt,  nagy  Micrach 
(raszorulo)  vagyok.  “ Volt  aki  nem  nezte  jo  szemmel,  hogy  idegenektol 
ker  adomanyokat,  de  6 ezt  joakaratbol,  szegenyeiert  tette  s tobb  es  tobb 
embert  sikeriilt  meggyoznie  az  iigynek.  — A raszorultak  — s ezt  sajat 
szememmel  lattam  a tanitasi  orak  soran  — bejottek  az  udvarba,  6 


eszrevette  oket  tanulmanyaink  kozepette,  megszakitotta  a tanitast, 
kiszaladt  hozzajuk  (ez  foleg  hetvegeken  tortent)  es  ugy  viselkedett,  mint- 
ha  6 kapott  volna  toliik  penzt,  nem  mint  aki  adja,  s mar  szaladt  is  vissza 

tanitvanyaihoz.  Ez  volt  az  6 jotekonysaganak  litja-modja. 

Kesobb  hallottam,  hogy  felesege,  aki  szinten  hires  rabbicsalad  leszar- 
mazottja  volt  es  nagyon  tisztelte  ot,  elment  a kozosseg  vezetoihez,  hogy 
ne  neki  adjak  a fizetest,  mert  majdnem  egeszeben  eladomanyozza.  Es  azt 
is  hallottam,  hogy  amikor  reumatikus  fajdalmai  voltak  es  a kozosseg 
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Cvi  Hacohen  Dick  rabbi  tortenete:  Eisenberger  Benjamin 


Isten  neveben! 

Koszonom  a Gondviselesnek,  hogy  alkalmam  adodott,  hogy  irhassak 
az  aldotl  emlekii  Cvi  Hakohen  Dick  rabbirol.  Halas  vagyok  a sorsnak, 
hogy  a jovo  generaciokkal  megismertethetem  6t  es  ezaltal  emleket 
megorizhetjuk.  Megilleti  a halhatatlansag,  mert  felsobbrendu  leny  volt. 

Igaz  es  szent  embernek  ismertek.  Igaznak,  mert  eletenek  minden  percet 

a Toranak,  Munkanak  es  a Jotekonysagnak  szentelte.  Ezen  harom 

pilleren  nyugszik  bolcseink  szerint  a vilag.  Szent  ember  volt,  mert  gon- 

• • 

dolataiban  egyediil  az  Orokkevalo  lakozott.  Barmikor,  barkivel  beszelt, 

• • 

vagy  imadkozott,  tevekenykedett  — szeme  elott  az  Orokkevalo  jelenlete 
lebegett.  O szemelyesitette  meg  Szent  Tanunk  tetelet  (Mozes  V.  11.22) 
amit  a Ramban  ekepp  magyaraz:  kovetkezetesen  ragaszkodni  a pa- 
rancsolatokhoz“  a chaszidizmus  vilagszemlelete  alapjan. 

Hifsch  rabbi  volt  az  lijhelyi  askenazi  hitkozseg  biraja  kozel  otven  even 
at.  Amiota  emlekszem  — 6 mar  Dayan  volt.  “Megbizhato  Pasztornak“ 
neveznem,  mert  mindenkivel  torodott,  ligy  a chaszidokkal,  mint  a moder- 
nebbekkel  — mind  az  5000  lijhelyi  zsidoval.  Annak  dacara,  hogy  csak  az 
askenazi  hitkozseg  biraja  volt,  Ujhelyben  mindenki  hozzafordult,  mert 
el  ismertek  nagy  tudasat  a Tanokban  es  mindenki  megbizott  benne.  Min- 
denki ismerte  — mindenkit  ismert.  Hozza  mentek  problemaikkal,  ritualis 
kerdeseikkel,  magan-  es  anyagi  iigyeikkel.  Mindamellett  nagyon  szereny 
ember  volt.  Nem  kellett  bejelentkezni  nala  es  senkit  sem  utasitott  vissza, 
aki  segitsegert  jott  hozza.  Elete  legnagyobb  reszeben  egyediil  dolgozott,  s 
nem  volt  mellette  hitkozsegi  rabbi.  Ezert  a hitkozseg  minden  problemaja 
az  6 vallan  nyugodott.  1934-ben,  mikor  Hirsch  rabbi  mar  korosabb  lett,  a 
kozosseg  a jol  ismert  Klein  rabbit  valasztotta  meg  ujhelyi  rabbinak.  Ezt 
sokan  elleneztek  — nem  szemelyi  okokbol  — hanem  sertest  veltek  benne 
Hirsch  rabbival  szemben.  Az  utobbi  azonban  nem  torodott  mindezzel. 
Klein  rabbi  1 944-ig  szolgalta  a kozosseget,  amikoris  osztozott  500  tovabbi 
magyar  rabbi  sorsaban.  Kozossegevel  egyiitt,  a magyar  csendorseg 
segitsegevel  Auschwitzba  deportaltak,  ahol  megoltek  a nemetek. 

Hirsch  rabbi  a Tant  nagy  bolcseink  tanit^ra  emlekezteto  modon  fogta 

fel.  Hogy  a bolcseink  szavainak  igazi  ertelmehez  eljusson  — hajlando  volt 
szenvedni.  A Talmud  tanitasa  szerint  a Tora  megertesehez  a szenvedes 
litjan  lehet  eljutni.  Ezt  lattam  benne  megvalosulni.  Osztalyaban  minden 
kiilsoseg  hatasat  vesztette.  Csak  a tanulasnak  volt  tere.  Nem  tbrekedett  a 
hirre,  hogy  ‘‘Gaon ’-nak  nevezzek,  cimet,  rangot  kapjon  — tanitasanak 
celja  az  Igazsag  felderitese  volt. 
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vilagito  raketa,  nem  lattam  sehol  orseget.  Foldontiili  erovel  kuszni  kezd- 
tem  es  lassan  magam  mogott  hagytam  az  elindul^nal  meg  400  embert 
szamlalo  csoport  szanalmas  toredeket.  Meterrol-meterre  kiisztam  egy 
szantofoldon  visszafele,  oraknak  tuntek  a percek.  Atvillant  agyamon:  — 
most  mar  futni  kellene,  megkisereltem  — es  elvesztettem  eszmeletem. 
Mikor  kinyitottam  a szemem  egy  borostas  katona  hajolt  felem,  valamit 
mondhattam  — aztan  egy  orosz  Lazarett  tabori  agyan  tertem  lijra 
magamhoz.  Aranylag  rovid  ido  alatt  sikeriilt  labra  allnom,  mihez 
hozzajarult  a korhazi  kezeles  mellett  fiatal  szervezetem  is.  A Lazarettben 
viszontlattam  tarsaim,  kollegaim  egy  reszet,  tollik  hallottam,  hogy 
szokesem  ejjelen  az  ottmaradottak  nagyreszet  kivegeztek. 

1 945  majust  irtunk.  Habar  sulyom  csupan  negyven  kilo  volt,  de  szabad 
voltam  — a haboni  vegetert. 

A korhazbol  valo  elbocsajtasom  utan,  barataimmal,  ismeroseimmel 
elindult  egy  uj,  regenybe  illo  fejezet.  Kalandok,  lijabb  megprobaltat^ok 
kovetkeztek,  mig  1945  keso-nyaran  egy  uj  hatizsakkal  Csehszlovakianal 
atleptem  a magyar  hatart. 
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kiilon  orszemelyzet  felugyelete  mellett.  Orosz  hadifoglyok  osztottak  meg 
veliink  az  elszigeteltseget.  A taborban  joforman  mindennapos  volt  a 
korbacsolas,  (kisebb  szabalyellenessegekert)  — szabotazsert  vagy 
elelmiszerlopasert  konyorteleniil  akasztas  jart.  Ezt  a procedurat  az  osszes 
fbglyoknak  vigyazzallasban  kellett  vegignezni.  Mint  figyelmezteto  jel 
magaslott  ki  a krematorium  kemenye. — 

Az  orosz  hadsereg  feltartoztathatatlanul  kozeledett  Berlin  fele,  a szovet- 
segesek  sziintelentil  bombaztak.  Az  erdosegben  elrejtett  gigantikus  ipar- 
telepet  1945  marciusaban  lebombaztak  es  joforman  megsemmisitettek. 

Megsziint  a kinti U hrmacher-kommando”  es  ettol  a naptol  kezdve  a 

tabor  belteriileten  vegeztem  kiilonbozo  fizikai  munkat.  — Az  ellatas  a 
minimumra  csokkent,  majd  teljesen  elmaradt.  Jelentkeztem  az  u.n.“Bom- 
bensucher”  dommandora,  mint  a neve  is  mutatja:  — fel  nem  robbant 
bombakat  kellett  artalmatlanna  tenni.  Tobben  vegeztiik  e munkat  egy 
bomban,  mig  az  SS-6rseg  tisztes  tavolsagban  varta  a fejlemenyeket. 
Aranylag  sokan  pusztultak  el  a baleseteknel  es  mindnyajan  allandoan  a 
robbanasra  vartunk.  Kecsegteto  volt  a katonai  koszt  amit  adtak,  a tabor- 
ban ehhalal  fenyegetett,  itt  jollakottan  mehettiink  a m^vilagra. 

1945  aprilis  kozepen  a hajnali  orakban  szokatlan,  ismeretlen  zajra 
ebredtiink.  Mint  kideriilt,  teljesen  felbomlott  a rend,  tbbb  SS  tiszt  es  or 
elhagyta  meg  az  ej  folyaman  a tabort,  igy  sokan  kisereltek  meg  szokest, 
de  eredmenyteleniil.  — Mint  egy  felbolygatott  mehkasban  ugy 
nyiizsogtek  a taborban  az  emberek,  targyalva,  latolgatva  a helyzetet. 
Megszolaltak  a hangszorok.  A taborparancsnoksag  felszolitott  mindenkit, 
bogy  nemzetek  szerint  csoportosuljanak,  ugyanis  evakualjak  a tabort. 
Okulva  a mult  esemenyein,  kihasznalva  a zurzavart,  a francia  csoport- 


hoz  csatlakoztam  es  e^  kezembe  nyomott  kenyerrel  kivonultam,  illetve 
elhagytam  a tabort.  Oromomre  felfedeztem  tobb  tarsamat  es  egy  par 
ismert  arcot  a mas  nemzetbeli  foglyokbol.  — Eroltetett  menetben  halad- 
tunk  Berlintol  eszak  fele,  menekiiltek  veliink  a “Herrenvolk”  hosei  az 
oroszok  elol.  Varosokon,  kozsegeken  haladtunk  keresztiil,  joforman 
piheno  es  elelmezes  nelkiil.  Par  nap  utan  az  emberek  egyresze  kidolt.  Aki 
lemaradt  — konyorteleniil  agyonlottek.  Neha  sikeriilt  egy  lotetemhez 
hozzaferni,  ittuk  a szennyes  vizet.  Holtakkal  zsufolt  bombakraterek 
mellett  meneteltiink,  utunkat  szegelyeztek  agyonlott  sorstarsaink  tetemei. 
Sokan  lettiink  betegek.  Lazasan  elszortam  felsoruhamat,  jolesoen  hutotte 


meztelen  felsotestem  az  eso. 

Nem  tudtam  meg  meddig  birom,  de  tudtam,  ha  lemaradok, 
agyonlonek.  Egymast  segitve  tarsaimmal,  verhassal  birkozva 
tamolyogtunk.  Pihenot  engedelyeztek.  Vegigzuhantam  a foldon.  Keso 
ejjel  tertem  magamhoz.  Agyudorges  zajat  regisztraltam,  egesz  kozelrol 
hangzott  es  ereztem,  hogy  ez  nem  hallucinacio.  Idonkent  felrepiilt  egy 


A letminimumnak  is  keves,  etelnek  nem  nevezheto  ellat^  mellett, 
litepiteshez  lettem  beosztva,  kesobb  csontig  lesovanyodott  hullak  csilleken 
valo  transzportalasa  lett  munkakorom  tobb  sorstarsammal  egyiitt.  Halo- 
helyiil  az  elso  hetekben  a barakk  cementpadlozata  szolgalt,  egym^t 
melegitve  fekudtiink  osszefonodva.  A “szelekcio”  folyt,  idonkent  soknak 
tunt  a letszam,  nem  volt  eleg  a betegsegben,  nelkiilozesben  vagy  a raf- 
finalt  kinzasokban  elpusztultak  szama.  — A szenvedes  mar  ranyomta 
mindenkire  belyeget,  szemtink  elott  egy  cel  lebegett:  — el  innen  a 
halalgyarbol,  mindegy  bogy  hova.  — Idonkent  szakmunkasokat  toboroz- 
tak  es  igy  en  sem  adtam  fel  a remenyt.  Idokozben  az  ujhelyiek  szama 
leapadt,  szejjelszorodtak;  elvittek  egyreszet  kiilso  munkara  mas  K.Z-be, 
vagy  elpusztultak.  Kondiciom  erosen  romlott,  ereztem,  bogy  en  sem 
birom  mar  sokaig.  A nemet  balalgepezet  jol  mukodott,  lassan,  de  biztosan 
mind  fizikailag,  mind  pedig  pszicbikailag  sikeriilt  az  embereket  teljesen 
megtorni.  — Idonkent  megjelent  egy  szakmunkasokat  toborzo  bizottsag 
es  igy,  mint  tanult  orasnak,  sikeriilt  a szakvizsgaztatas  utan  vagy  barmin- 
cadmagammal  — remenyteljesen  varva  tovabbi  sorsom  alakulasat  — 
ebbe  a csoportba  bejutni.  A vizsgaztat^nal  tolmacsul  szolgalt  egy  ismert 
satoraljaiijbelyi  textilkereskedo  fia,  ki  igyekezett  mindenkinek  segitsegere 
lenni  6 sajnos  rovid  ido  miilva  elpusztult.  Karantenbarakkba  keriiltiink, 
mint  kivalasztott  szakmunkasok  es  parbeti  megfigyeles  utan,  kollegaim- 
mal  elbagytuk  Birkenaut,  minden  idok  legnagyobb  temetojet,  milliok 
eletenek  utolso  allom^t... 


Kalandoktol  terbes  vonatiit  utan  elerkeztiink  utunk  vegceljaboz,  a 
Berlintol  nem  messze  fekvo  Oranienburg-Sacbsenbausen  koncentracios- 
taborba.  — E tabornak  1944  vegen  mar  munkastabor  jellege  volt  (1942- 
43-ban  tizezrek  pusztultak  el  itt  is)  es  ez  mindnyajunkra  megnyugtato 
bat^sal  volt,  negybonapi  birkenaui  tartozkodas  utan.  Egyben  biztos 
voltam:  — munkankra  sziikseg  volt  es  precizios  munkat  sem  ebesen,  sem 
faradtan  nem  lebet  vegezni,  ergo  — ellatasunk  kielegito  kell  legyen. 
Teoriam  nem  valtotta  be  a bozzafuzott  remenyeket,  egy  koncentracios- 


taborban  nines  logika,  babar  ellatasunk  rendszeres  volt,  a letminimummal 
vegetal tunk.  — A taborban  tartozkodo  kb.  40.000  ember  nagyresze  a 
tobb  kilometerre,  egy  erdosegben  elrejtett  es  tokeletesen  kiepitett  ipar- 
telepen  dolgozott,  ligyszinten  a mi  kommandonk  is.  Az  u.n.  “Ubrmacber- 
kommando",  bol  lengyel  es  magyar  zsidok  es  fiatal  SS  or^ok  javitottuk  a 


‘‘Waffen-SS"  es  a “Wermaebt"  orait.  Idonkent  erkezett  egy  par  ladabol 


alio,  kiilonbozo  orakat  magaba 
verfoltos,  megperzselt  karszijii 


foglalo  kiildemeny,  melyek  kozott  sok 
orat  talaltam.  Egy  ebreszto  orabol, 


eltavolitva  fedelet  pedansan  becsomagolva  tiz  Napoleon  arany  esett  a 


foldre.  Vajjon  ki  es  bol  lebetett  a tulajdonosa?  A K.Z.-ben,  mi  zsidok 
izolalva  voltunk  a tobbi  taborlakotol.  A barakkomplex  el  volt  keritve, 
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nemet  vezenyszavak  es  orditozas  kozepette  SS  egyenruhas  katonak  es 
csikosruhas  civilek  mindenkit  kitereltek.  Kora  este  volt,  messzirol 
piroslott  az  eg  alja.  Azt  hittem  naplemente.  Auschwitz-Birkenauba 
erkeztiink.  Az  esemenyek  oly  gyors  utemben  kovettek  egymast,  bogy 
nehez  volt  a sorrendet  kovetni.  Noket,  ferfiakat  kiilonvalasztottak, 
anyamat  mar  elvesztettem  szem  elol;  apammal  egyiitt  maradva,  tobb  SS 
tiszt  ele  kisertek  es  az  egyik  intesere  pillanatok  leforgasa  alatt  apam  balra 
kiildtek,  mig  engem  jobbra  taszitottak.  Sziileimet  soha  tobbe  nem  lattam 
viszont. 


Elindultam  az  liton,  nem  messze  tolem  barakkok  tomege,  kozottiik 
csikos  ruhaban  imbolygo  alakok,  mint  arnyemberek  ide-oda  jarkaltak, 
egyesek  a foldon  fekiidtek.  Ortornyok,  szogesdrotkerites  mindenfele.  Egy 
epiilet  ele  erve,  tobb  nyelven  “Ftirdo”  feliras  tunt  szemembe,  megallitot- 
tak.  Most  feltunt  egy-egy  barat,  ismeros  arc,  hozzajuk  mentem.  Hosszii 
varakozas  utan,  beterelve  az  epiiletbe,  megkezdodott  a “folyamat’’. 
Hajunkat  len3drtak,  szortelenitettek,  fertotlenitettek,  hideg  tuss,  nedvesen 
tovabb  hajszoltak,  kezlinkbe  nyomva  nehany  ruhadarabot,  melyeket 
magunkra  bltve  kileptiink  a birkenaui  ejszakaba,  hangtalanul  mustralva 
egymast.  — Egyik  epiileten  egy  kivilagitott  oraszamlap  hajnali  ket  orat 
mutatott.  — A huvos  ejszakaban  a tabor  fenyei  kiserteties  arnyekokat 
vetettek  a lassan  boviilo  csoportra.  Sikeriilt  minden  tortiiran  egy  darab 
szalonnat  atmentenem,  amit  egy  mellemsodrodott  gyermekkori  baratom- 
mal  egyiitt  megettiink.  Akkor  meg  nem  tudtam,  bogy  negyvennyolc 
orara  lesz  ez  minden  etkiink.  — A varakozas  vegetert,  csikosrubas  civilek 
iranyitasaval  elindultunk.  Az  u.n.  “Zigeunerlager’’  egyik  barakkjaban, 
atbukdacsolva  az  embereken,  kimeriilten  preseltem  be  magam  es  azonnal 
elnyomott  az  alom.  Fejem  valakinek  vallan,  labam  egy  masik  oleben  volt. 
Ez  a kenyelmetlen  pibenes  sem  tartott  sokaig,  orditozasok  kiserozeneje 
mellett  mindenkit  a barakk  ele  kergettek  — ez  termeszetesen  nem  ment 
veres  nelkiil  — es  elkezdodott  az  “Appel’’.  Sorakozo,  szamlalas.  Ezzel  a 
ritualeval  kezdodbtt  a nap  es  orakig  tartott.  Az  egyik  alkalommal  a 
szamlalas  kora  bajnaltol  keso  estig  tartott  zubogo  esoben.  Rengetegen 
doltek  ki  a sorbol,  tobben  boltan.  — Barataim,  ismeroseim  jelenlete 
megnyugvast  jelentett.  Az  elmiilt  bonapok,  napok  esemenyei  jelenlegi 
belyzetemben  segitsegemre  jottek  — ugyanis  minden  emociot  elnyomott 
a faradtsag  es  ebseg.  Meg  nem  tudtam,  bogy  egy  megsemmisito  taborban 
vagyok  es  mi  velem  a nemetek  celja.  Nem  tudtam  mi  van  szuleimmel, 
idonkent  atviriant  az  agyamon  a gondolat,  bogy  ok  ezt  a tortiirat  nem 
birjak  vegigcsinalni.  Ami  oket  illeti,  ketsegeimet  par  nap  miilva 
eloszlattak  regi  fogolytarsaim  kozlemenyei  es  mondanivalojukat 
megerositettek  azok  az  esemenyek  es  elmenyek,  amelyekben  rovid  idon 
beliil  reszem  lett. 
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embereket  a kijelolt  lakasokba  elhelyezni,  a csendorseg  merhetetlen 
brutal itasa  kisereteben. 

A mi  igyekezetunk  oda  iranyult,  bogy  minden  eszkozzel  kijatszva  a 
pribekeket,  minel  kevesebb  embert  szoritsunk  ossze:  gyerekes  anyaknak 
lehetoleg  kiilon  szobakat  biztositsunk  es  enyhitsunk  a kaotikus 
allapotokon.  Az  elszallasolast  sulyosbitotta  az  a korulmeny,  hpgy  a 
helyi  zsidosag  egy  resze  is  a getto  teriiletere  kellett  koltozzon  — ugyanis 
lakasuk  a getto  teriileten  kivlil  volt.  A csendorparancsnoksag  ren- 
delkezesere  el  kellett  tavolitani  minden  lakasbol  a biitorzatot,  kiveve 
matracot,  szalmazsakot,  fozo  es  mosdoalkalmatossagot.  — 
Beosztasomnal  fogva  igyekeztem  eljutni  a getto  minden  zugaba  es 
vallalva  a kockazatot,  naponta  kijartam  a varosba,  elelmiszert, 
sziiksegleti  cikkeket,  ujsagot  es  hireket  szerezni.  — Az  altalanos 
hangulat  naponta  romlott.  A zsufoltsag,  a hianyos  etkezes,  a hygienia 
hianya,  a kiilvilagtol  valo  elszigeteltseg,  betegseg,  testi  fenyites  utan  ugy 
tunt,  mintha  megkonnyebbiiles  vett  volna  erot  az  embereken,  mikor 
megindult  a deportal^.  — Majusban  indultak  a transzportok.  A 
deportaltak  kozott  voltak  a Garany-i  internalotabor  lakoi,  ezeket  kiilon 
csoportkent  vittek  el:  az  elozoleg,  a Kesztenbaum  elemi  iskola  udvaran 
osszeterelt,  zsidoszarmazasii  ideg-  es  elmebetegeket,  osszeszedve  a 
szerencsetleneket  a helyi  es  kornyekbeli  ideggyogyintezetekbol.  — Mi, 
kisegito  rendorok  felvaltva  asszisztaltunk  egy  szadista,  civil, 
kernel haritos  ezredes  mellett,  aki  az  emberek  es  csomagok 
feliilvizsgalatat  vegezte.  Mentek  a hozzatartozok,  mentek  a baratok  es 
ismerosok;  minden  segitsegiink  abbol  allt,  hogy  az  elkobzott  targyakbol 
visszaszereztiink  valamit  resziikre,  vagy  atmentettiik  oket  minden 


vizsgalat  nelkiil.  — Ez  az  utolso  magyar  teriileten  tortent  feliilvizsgalat 
siilyos  iitlegeles,  siras,  kbnyorges  jegyeben  zajlott  le,  utana  fegyveres 


csendorkiserettel  litnak  indult  a sargacsillagos  menet  a 


4 i 


kisallom^” 


fele,  a mar  kiilonvaganyon  varakozo,  marhavagonokbol  alio 
szerelvenyhez.  — Igy  mentem  en  is,  sziileimmel,  egy  forro,  jiiniusi 
delutan,  a tobb  mint  tizezer  ember  altal  megjart  litra.  Elerve  a 


szerelvenyt  koriilbeliil  nyolcvan  szemelyt  preseltek  egy  vagonba.  A tobb- 
napos  iiton  reszben  hatizsakomon  iiltem,  vagy  a mellettem  levore 


tamaszkodva  igyekeztem  aludni.  E vagonhoz  viszonyitva  a getto 
iidiilohelynek  szamitott,  ha  ez  a fajta  hasonlat  egyaltalan  helyenvalo.  Az 
emberek  atadtak  magukat  hangulataiknak,  sokan  sirtak  vagy  imadkoz- 
tak,  a legtobben  apatikusan  neztek  maguk  ele,  mig  radobbenve 
helyzetiikre  hangosan  beszelni  kezdtek.  Hangjukat  elnyomta  a sziilok  es 
gyermekek  sir^a.  Volt  elemi  iskolai  igazgatom  valahonnan  a vagon 
melyebol  kerdezte:  tudom-e,  hogy  hoi  vagyunk  — mikor  lelassitott  a 


szerelveny: 
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XI.  TanOsigt^tel 

Ez  a fejezet  a Zemplenbol  elszarmazott,  ma  Kanadaban,  az  Egyesiilt 
Allamokban  es  Izraelben  elo  megmaradottak  megemlekezese  a varosrol, 
ahol  sziilettek,  amelyben  nevelkedtek,  amely  iQiisaguk  szintere  volt. 
Beszamolnak  csaladjukrol,  szuleikrol,  szeretettjeikrol;  de  elsosorban 
tanusagtetel  ez  — figyelmezteto  memento  — leszarmazottjaik,  s az 
eljovendo  nemzedekek  szamara  a veszkorszakrol,  a gettorol, 
deportal^rol,  munkaszolgalatrol  — s a mindezekkel  jaro  szenvedesikrol 
— s vegiil:  — az  uj  korszakot  jelento  felszabadul^rol... 


Voltes  (Weisz)  MikI6s.  besziinoI6ja  a v^zkorszakr6k 

1 944  marciusaban  a nemetek  bejovetele  utan,  a videki  zsidosag  sorsat, 
csaladommal  egyxitt  mi  sem  kerulhettiik  el.  A varos  megszall^  utan  a 
“Gestapo”  maris  akcioba  lepett.  Az  akkori  helyi  hatosagok 
kozremukodesevel  es  informacioja  alapjan  letartoztattak  tiiszkent 
kiilonfele  tarsadalmi  reteghez  tartozo  ferfiakat.  (Orvost,  iigyvedet,  tiszt- 
viselot,  modos  kereskedot  es  a hatosagok  altal  regisztralt  u.n. 
baloldaliakat.)  A tiiszokat  a status  quo  elemi  iskolaban  tartottak  orizetben, 
kozottiik  apamat  is,  akit  par  nap  miilva  mint  “munkahelyen  nelkiiloz- 
hetetlent”  szabadon  bocsajtottak.  A varosban  nyugtalansag  uralkodott, 
elhatalmasodott  a felelem,  a nemet  katonasag  allando  jelenlete,  a 
kulonbozo  fegyveres  alakulatok  allando  felvonul^,  az  altalanos  politikai 
helyzet,  a visszatero  munkaszolgalatosok  megrazo  elbeszelesei  sok  em- 
berbol  kivaltottak  azt  a felelmi  neurozist,  ami  — mint  idovel  kideriilt  — 
sajnos  nem  volt  indokolatlan. 

Marcius  vegen,  hatosagi  rendelkezes  ertelmeben  bezartak  a zsido 
tulajdonban  levo  iizletet,  ahol  allasban  voltam,  ezutan  naponta  lijabb 
felhiv^ok,  rendelkezesek  kovettek  egym^t.  (Kozmunka,  korlatozott 
kijarasi  tilalom,  kesobb  a sarga  csillag.)  A vegrehajtas  az  elso  idoben  a 
magyar  allamrendorseg  feladata  volt,  kesobb  atvette  a karhatalmat  a 
csendorseg.  Az  esemenyek  feltartoztathatatlanul  kovettek  egymast.  A 
Zsidotanacs  megalakulasa  utan,  a csendorseg  a varosban  tartozkodo 
fiatalokbol  u.n.  kisegito  zsido  rendoroket  toborzott,  en  is  bekeriiltem  par 
korombeli  tarsammal  ebbe  a kisszamii  alakulatba.  Elso  feladatunk, 
miutan  elrendeltek  a gettoba  valo  koncentral^t,  a videkrol,  illetve  a kor- 
nyezo  falvakbol  csendorkiserettel  beterelt,  nagyreszt  idos  ferfiak,  nok  es 
gyerekek  elhelyezese  volt.  A videki  zsidosag  Ujhelybe  valo  szallitasa  tar- 
szekereken,  lovaskocsikon  vagy  gyalog,  napokon  keresztiil  tartott  es  rop- 
pant  megrazo  latvany  volt.  — Mivel  mar  elozoleg  ki  lett  jelolve  a getto 
teriilete,  lakasonkent  regisztralva,  szobankent  felvetelezve,  reanjcharult  a 
feladat,  a szerencsetlen,  meggyotort,  joforman  mindenuktol  megfosztott 
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csa,  Karos,  Laca  es  Rozvany.  Ezekben  a falvakban  csak  reszleges 
szolgaltat^ok  voltak;  egyik  helyen  kizarolag  imahaz,  mig  a masikban 
metszo  is.  Szokas  volt,  bogy  unnepnapokon  Vajdacskara  jottek  istentisz- 
teletre.  Itt  volt  templom,  temeto,  Szentegylet,  cheder,  jesiva,  ritualis  fiirdo 
es  iskola.  A hitkozseg  tortenete  folyaman  csak  egy  rabbi  szolgalta  a 
kozseget,  Roth  Fiilop,  ki  szinten  gazdagitotta  irasaival  a rabbinikus 
irodalmat. 

1930-ban  fogyasztasi  szovetkezetet  allitottak  fel  a faluban  es  ez  a zsido 
iizletek  csodjehez  vezetett.  A zsidotorvenyek  ertelmeben  megvontak  a 
szeszes  italok  arusitasi  jogat,  elvettek  a zsido  gazdalkodok  foldjeit  es 
vegiil,  mint  minden  mas  helyen  is,  a ferfiakat  munkaszolgalatra  vittek. 

A nemet  megszallast  kovetoen  a zsido  iskola  udvaran  gyujtottek  egybe 
oket  es  innen  az  lijhelyi  gettoba  vittek  at  rabbijukkal  az  elen.  60-70 
zsidobol  alig  10-en  maradtak  eletben. 

Zempl^nag^rd  — kiralyhelmeci  jaras.  A miilt  szazad  kezdetetol  eltek 
itt  zsidok,  kereskedok  es  kisiparosok.  Elobb  Ricse,  aztan  pedig  Cigand 
hitkozsegenek  voltak  fiok-hitkozsege.  Templomot,  ritualis  fiirdot  es 
temetot  tartott  fenn.  A helyi  metszo  egyben  a heber  tanito  feladatat  is 
betoltotte.  A vajdacskai  hitkozseg  latta  el  egyes  vallasi  szolgaltatasokkal 
Damoc  es  Revleanyvar  kozsegek  zsidoinak  sziiksegleteit. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  iskola  udvaran  gyujtottek  egybe  a zsidokat 
es  aztan  az  lijhelyi  gettoba  vittek;  alig  10-en  veszeltek  at  a rettenetes 
honapokat  a 130  lelket  szamlalo  kozossegbol. 

A fentemlitett  hitkozsegek  es  szorvanyok  nevsora  meg  a tovabbi  kis 
zempleni  falvak  neveit  tartalmazza:  Bodrogszentes,  Bodrogszerdahely, 
Bodzasiijlak,  Boly,  Golop,  Kaso,  Magyarsas,  Mikohaza,  Nagy-, 
Kiskovesd,  Semjen,  Szephalom,  Szomotor,  Tiszakarad. 

Forr^miivek:  Pinkas  Hakehillot,  Encyclopaedia  of  Jewish  Com- 
munities — Hungary.  Yad  Vashem.  Jerusalem.  1976.  (Hebernyelvu); 

Borovszky  Samu,  Magyarorszag  varmegyei  es  varosai  — Zemplenvar- 
megye,  Budapest. 

Magyar  Zsido  Lexikon.  Szerkesztette  Ujvari  Peter.  Budapest.  1929; 

Zemplenvarmegye  hitkozsegeinek  nevsora  (kezirat) 
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zeti  gondolatnak  gyokeret  verni  es  1931 -ben  ifliisagi  mozgalom  alakult  a 
faluban. 

Tokaj  munkaszolgalatos  kozpont  lett,  atmeno  allomas  a frontra  vezeto 
liton  Ukrajnaba.  A nemet  megszallas  utan  SS  kiilorutmeny  segitett  a helyi 
hatosagoknak  a zsidok  elleni  intezkedesek  keresztiilviteleben.  Tobb 
jornodii  zsidot  Kistarcsara  internaltak.  Mint  masutt,  itt  is  a templomba 
tereltek  oket,  hoi  egy  heten  keresztiil  rettenetes  zsufoltsagban  voltak. 
Kesobb  kisebb  meretii  gettot  allitottak  fel,  ami  magaban  foglalta  a 
tanhazat  (beth  hamidras)  es  egyeb  hitkozsegi  epuleteket  es  lakasokat.  A 
falu  lakosainak  megengedtek,  hogy  elelmiszerekkel  segitsek  a bezartakat. 
Majusban  szekereken  Bodrogkereszturra  szallitottak  oket  es  onnan  az 
lij  helyi  gettoba. 

Nehanyan  litkozben  megszoktek  es  sikeriilt  nekik  a fovarosba  jutniok. 

A zsido  kozosseg  Tokajban  mintegy  ezer  fonyi  volt  es  annak  csupan 
tized  resze  elte  tiil  a nagy  pusztulast. 


Tolcsva  — tokaj  i jams.  A XVIII.  szazadban  telepiiltek  le  az  elso  zsidok; 
szoloberlok,  kereskedok,  bortermelok,  kisiparosok  es  fuvarosok  voltak. 
Az  elso  templom  1860-ban  epiilt;  a hitkozseg  chedert,  jesivat  es 
jotekonysegi  egyesliletet  tartott  fenn. 

Rabbijai  gazdagitottak  a hagyomanyos  irodalmat. 


Askenazi  David,  ki  a mult  szazad  elejen  volt  a kozseg  szellemi  vezetoje, 

toramagyarazataival  es  csaladjogi  dontvenyeivel  valt  hiresse.  Eletet  a 

Szentfoldon  fejezte  be  Cefat  varosaban  1856-ban.  Griinberg  Aron  rabbi 

^ 

ugyancsak  a csaladjog  teren  tette  kozze  lijitasait.  Gliick  Izsak  Abraham 
rabbi  talmudi  glosszakat  irt.  Utoljara  Gottlieb  Samuel  es  Kornitzer  Akiba 
Pinkasz  szolgaltak  a gyulekezetet.  Kornitzer  rabbi  a veszkorszak  aldozata 
lett. 

Az  alabbi  fiok-hitkozsegek  tartoztak  Tolcsvahoz:  Komloska,  Bodrog- 
olaszi,  Zsadany,  Felso-,  Kdzep-,  Alsohuta.  A hitkozsegben  Szentegylet  es 
noegylet  mukodtek.  Elenk  tarsadalmi  elet  folyt  a hitkozsegben  es  a 
cionista  tevekenyseg  is  teret  nyert.  A zsido  torvenyek  gazdasagilag 
hatterbe  szoritottak  a zsidokat,  szoloket  es  gazdasagokat  elvettek  toliik.  Az 
1 94 1 -ben  kiutasitottakat  Kamenecz-Podolskban  meggyilkoltak. 

A nemetek  bejovetele  utan  az  lij  helyi  gettoba  vittek  a tolcsvai  zsidokat. 
Azelott  mintegy  360-an  eltek  a faluban  es  kb.  40-en  eltek  at  a veszkor- 
szakot. 


Vajddcska  — sarospataki  jaras.  A miilt  szazad  elejetol  telepedtek  le  itt 
zsidok  — kereskedok,  kisiparosok  es  gazdalkodok.  Elobb  mint 
sarospataki  fiok- hitkozseg,  aztan  pedig  onallo  hitkozsegge  lettek,  sot  az 
alabbi  kozossegek  csatoltattak  hozza:  Pacin,  Berecki,  Bodroghalom,  Kar- 
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bcxirogkeresztiiri  fiok-hitkozseg  volt  kozosseguk,  de  aztan  onallo  lett.  A 
hitkozseg  Szentegyletet,  oregotthont  es  chedert  tartott  fenn;  tagjai 
Talmudtanulo  korben  muveltek  magukat.  Hires  rabbija  Paneth  Ezekiel 
(1813-22)  innen  jove  lett  Gyulafehervart  Erdely  rabbija.  Nagy  tudos 
hireben  allott  es  halachikus  irasa  mai  napig  ismert.  A miilt  szazad  vegen 
Sapira  Jakab  es  utana  Rosner  Josua  rabbik  szolgaltak  a kozosseget. 

Az  elso  vilaghaboni  utan  a lakossag  sokszor  bantalmazta  az  ottani 
zsidokat,  neha  meg  tettleg  is.  A kesobbi  zsido  torvenyek  megszukitettek  a 
kereseti  lehetosegeket.  A nemet  megszallast  koveto  napokban  elobb 
kijarasi  tilalmat  rendeltek  el,  aztan  a templomba  gyujtottek  a zsidokat  es 
onnan  az  lijhelyi  gettoba  szallitottak  valamennyiiiket.  Kb.  30-an  maradtak 
eletben  a kozel  300  lelket  szamlalo  hitkozsegbol. 

1956-ban  felgyujtottak  a templomot  es  erre  a keves  megmenekiilt 
maradek  zsido  veglegesen  elhagyta  Tarcalt. 

Tiszaluc  — szerencsi  jaras.  Mar  a XVIII.  szazad  elejen  eltek  itt  zsidok 
a Tisza  menten  es  a folyon  leusztatott  faval  kereskedtek.  Idovel  lett 
koztiik  foldberlo  s intezo  a nagybirtokon,  kereskedo  s kisiparos.  Temp- 
lomot a miilt  szazad  vegen  epitettek.  Elobb  madi,  utobb  szerencsi  fiok- 
hitkozseg  lett  kozossegiik.  Szentegylet  es  ritualis  fiirdo  voltak  a faluban. 

A zsido  torvenyek  siilyosan  erintettek  a zsidokat,  a tobbi  kozt  allasukat 
a nagybirtokon  elvesztettek.  Nehanyat  kiutasitottak  es  ezeket  Kamenecz- 
Podolskban  gyilkoltak  meg. 

A nemet  megszallast  kovetoen  a templom  udvaran  gyujtottek  egybe 
oket  es  onnan  vittek  el  az  lijhelyi  gettoba.  A 170  lelket  kitevo  zsido 
kozossegbol  20-an  veszeltek  at  a rettenetes  idoket.  A visszaterok  megdob- 
benve  lattak,  hogy  templomukban  a helyi  lakosok  disznoolat  rendeztek 
be. 

Tokaj  — itt  folyik  a Bodrog  a Tiszaba.  Zsidok  mar  a XVII.  szazadban 
eltek  e kozsegben,  de  elhagytak  a helyseget  a habonis  viszontagsagok 
miatt  es  csak  a XVIII.  szazadban  tertek  ide  vissza.  Foglalkozasuk  — 
termeszetesen  — a bortermelessel  volt  kapcsolatos.  A miilt  szazad  vegen 
egy  zsido  vallalkozo  gyufagyarat  letesitett,  tobbsegtik  azonban  kereskedo, 
kisiparos  es  tisztviselo  volt  es  aranylag  nagyszamii  tigyved  es  orvos.  A 
hitkozseg  kereten  beliil  Szentegylet,  komaegylet,  igiisagi  csoport  es  kiilon 
kereskedo  egyesiilet  miikodott.  Az  iskola  1856-ban  alakult  es  1888  ota 
magyar  lett  benne  a tanitasi  nyelv.  A templomot  1889-ben  epitettek. 

A rabbik  sorabol  kitiint  Senditc  Gabriel  Jakab  es  Schlick  David,  aki 
talmudi  glosszakat  irt.  A kozseg  utolso  rabbija  Jungreis  Natan  Halevi  a 
veszkorszak  aldozata  lett.  A tokaj  i zsido  kbzosseg  egy  ike  azon 
keveseknek,  ahol  az  orthodox  szellem  ellenere  is  sikerult  a cionista  nem- 
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Taktahark^ny  — szerencsi  jams.  A miilt  szazad  eleje  6ta  eltek  itt 
zsidok.  Fofoglalkozasuk:  kereskedelem,  kisipar  es  gazdalkcxlas.  Temp- 
loma,  ritualis  fiirdoje  es  temetoje  volt  a kozsegnek;  a metszo  egyben  a 
chederben  is  tanitott.  1938  6ta  sok  iildoztetesnek  voltak  kiteve  a helyi 
zsido  lakosok  es  nagyon  megszukiiltek  a kereseti  lehetosegek  is. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  lij  helyi  gettoba  szalhtottak  oket.  A kb.  70 
lelekbol  5 no  menekiilt  meg. 

Tillya  — szerencsi  jaras.  A zsidok  letelepedeset  a miilt  szazadban  a 
fbldesurak  tamogattak.  A helyi  lakossag  altalaban  nem  kivanatos  ver- 
senytarsat  latott  bennuk  es  ezert  ellenszenwel  viseltetett  iranyukban.  A 
zsidok  fokent  kereskedelemmel,  kisiparral,  szoloberlessel  es  bortermelessel 
foglalkoztak.  1867-ben  a chaszidok  kivaltak  a hitkozsegbol,  de  rovid  ido 
miiltan  visszatertek.  Taliya  fiok-hitkozsegei:  Golop,  Monok  es  Ratka 
voltak.  A hitkozseg  fenntartott  Szent-egyletet,  ritualis  fiirdot,  chedert;  az 
iQiisag  a maga  vallasos  iranyzatii  egyesiiletebe  tomoriilt.  A harom  - 
zsinagogabol  a legiijabbat  1890-ben  bejeztek  be.  Ebben  a templomban 
egy  9 m magas  frigyszekreny  allott  es  annak  draga  borito  fiiggonyet  a 
helybeli  Andhfesy  grof  ajandekozta. 

Neves  rabbik  vezettek  a hitkozseget.  Rottenberg  Jehuda  David,  ki 
toramagyarazatait  publikalta;  Friedmann  Aron  Mozes  szinten  iroember 
volt.  Gottdiener  Chajim  Gerson  nagyon  jambor  rabbi  hireben  allott. 
Rosenbaum  Gerson  Lits  volt  a legtermekenyebb  tollforgato:  ertekezett  a 
“Sulchan  Aruch’’  egyes  reszeirol  es  meg  sok  kiadatlan  irast  hagyott  maga 
utan.  Rosenbaum  Arie  Leb  Lits  rabbi  a megyegyiiles  megvalasztott 
kovete  volt. 

Az  elso  vilaghaboni  utani  zavaros  idokben  a helybeli  lakossag 
pogromra  kesziilt  a zsidok  ellen,  de  a Budapestrol  kiildott  zsido  onvedelmi 
alakulat  meghiusitotta.  Zsido  onvedelmi  egysegeket  az  elso  vilaghabonit 
koveto  Karolyi-kormany  idejen  szerveztek,  hivatalos  engedellyel.  1938-t61 
kezdodoleg  nagyon  megneheziilt  a zsidok  gazdasagi  helyzete;  a szoloket 
elvettek,  a borarusitasi  jogot  megvontak  stb.  A nemet  megszallas  utan  a 
hatosagi  kozegek  kegyetlenkedtek  es  raboltak.  Az  lij  helyi  gettoba 
szallitottak  a tallyai  zsidokat  es  mintegy  170  lelekbol  20-an  menekultek 
meg.  Az  utolso  rabbija  a kozsegnek,  Rosenbaum  Miklos  Auschwitzban 
pdsztult  el.  1947-ben  emlek-kovet  allitottak  a meggyilkoltak  neveinek 
megorokitesere. 

Tarcal  — tokaji  jaras.  Mar  a XVIII.  szazadban  eltek  zsidok  a faluban, 
de  a hitkozseg  csak  a miilt  szazad  elejen  alakult  es  nehany  evtized  miiltan 
templomot  epitettek.  Az  iskolat  a szazad  elejen  allitottak  fel.  A tarcali 
zsidok  kereskedok,  kisiparosok  es  szolotulajdonosok  voltak.  Eredetileg 
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vezetoje  Schwartz  Lazar  rabbi  volt.  A noegylet  meg  a mult  szazad  vegen 
alakult.  1935 — 36-ban  telitemplomot  epitettek  a nagyzsinagoga  udvaran. 

1939  Ota  suru  zaklatasoknak  voltak  kiteve  a zsidok;  nehany  csaladot 
kiutasitottak.  Ezek  az  elso  aldozatok,  ukranok  gyilkoltak  meg  oket.  A gaz- 
dasagi  korlatozasok  is  siilyosan  erintettek  a zsido  lakossagot,  hiszen  nagy 
resziik  kereskedo  es  kisiparos  volt.  Nagy  munkaszolgalatos  kozpont 
leteslilt  Sarospatakon  es  sokan  dolgoztak  ott  repiiloter  epitesen,  aztan 
pedig  innen  kiildtek  oket  a frontra  Ukrajnaba. 

A nemetek  bejovetele  utan  a templomba  gyujtottek  a zsido  lakossagot; 
kegyetlen  kinzasokkal  vallattak,  hogy  vagyontargyaikat  elszedhessek.  In- 
nen az  ujhelyi  gettoba  szallitottak  oket  es  sorsuk  megpecsetelodott.  Az 
1 1 00  lelket  szamlalo  zsido  kozossegbol  mintegy  1 50-en  menekiiltek  meg. 
A pataki  reformatus  theologia  igazgatoja  16  Toratekercset  mentett  ki  a 
templombol  es  azokat  elrejtve  megorizte. 


Szegilong  — tokaji  jaras.  Kereskedok,  korcsmarosok,  gazdalkodok  es 


szolotulajdonosok  voltak  a helyi  zsidok.  Bodrogkeresztiirnak  volt  fiok- 
hitkozsege,  onnan  kapta  a vallasi  szolgaltatasokat.  A kis  kozosseg  temp- 
lomot  es  ritualis  fiirdot  tartott  fenn;  a metszo  a heber  tanito  (melamed) 
feladatat  is  ellatta.  Mintegy  70  zsido  elt  a faluban.  1938  ota  sok 
zaklat^nak  voltak  kiteve.  A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  ujhelyi  gettoba 
vittek  oket;  12-en  tertek  vissza  a foldi  pokolbol.  Az  imahaz  romokban 
hevert.  A megmenekiiltek  emlektablat  alUtottak  elpusztult  kozsegiiknek. 

Szerencs  — szerencsi  jaras  szekhelye.  A hitkozseg  a XVIII.  szazad 
vegen  alakult.  Templomepitesre  a gyujtest  1809-ben  kezdtek  es  nehany 
ewel  ezutan  megallapitottak  a hitkozseg  alapszabalyait  is.  Neves  rabbik 


voltak  Billiczer  Amram  es  fia  Billiczer  Pinkasz.  Mindkettojiik  halachikus 
donteseit  siirun  emlitik  a kiilonbozo  reszponsum  irasok.  Poliak  Emanuel 
rabbi  viszont  maga  is  publikalt. 

A Szentegyletet  1 808-ban  alapitottak,  akkortajt  allitottak  jesivat  is  es 
epitettek  templomot;  a Talmud-Tora  a mult  szazad  vegen  kezdett 


mukodni. 

A szerencsi  hitkozseghez  tdbb  fiok- hitkozseg  is  tartozott:  Bekecs, 
Legyesbenye,  Taktaharkany,  Tiszaluc,  Hernad-nemeti,  Megyaszo, 
Taktaszada,  Ujszanalos,  Sajohidveg,  Sajokorom,  Beczek,  Ond,  Gesztely, 
Girincs,  Zombor,  Sajokesznyeten,  Hernadkak,  Sostofalva. 

A hitkozsegben  mukodtek:  jotekonysagi  egylet,  koma  egylet, 
kihazasitasi  alap. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan,  hiisvet  utolso  napjan  a templomban 
gyujtottek  egybe  a zsido  lakosokat  es  innen  a miskolci  gettoba  szallitottak 
oket,  25  km-re  Szerencstol.  A mintegy  1000  lelekbol  140-en  maradtak 
eletben. 
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torvenyszek  felmentette,  de  a per  — mindenesetre  jo  alkalom  lett  a 
zsido-ellenes  hangulat  szit^ra.  Mintegy  70  csalad  — 200  lelekbol  allt  ez 


a kis  falusi  kozosseg.  A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  vittek  az 


asszonyokat,  gyerekeket  es  oregeket,  a ferfiak  munkaszolgalatban  voltak. 


15-en  maradtak  eletben. 


Ricse  — bodrogkozi  jaras.  A mult  szazad  elejetol  eltek  itt  zsidok. 
Kereskedok,  kisiparosok,  gazdalkodok  voltak;  malom  es  furesztelep  is  volt 
zsido  tulajdonosok  kezen.  Az  elso  vilaghaboni  ota  onallo  hitkozseg  es 
kozpontja  nehany  fiok-hitkozsegnek:  Bodrogsemjen,  Damoc,  Zemplen- 
agard,  Cseke,  Karos,  Karcsa,  Kis-,  Nagyrozvagy,  Revleanyyar.  A temp- 
lorn  a mult  szazad  vegen  eptilt.  Ritualis  fiirdo,  Talmud-Tora,  cheder, 
jesiva  es  iskola  mukodtek  a hitkozseg  kereten  beltil.  Az  elenk  es  tevekeny 
ifjiisag  reszben  cionista  erzelmu  volt.  1939-ben  az  u.n.  “szabad  csapatok 
garazdalkodtak  a helysegben,  raboltak  es  bantalmaztak  a zsidokat. 

Az  ott  mukodott  rabbik  kdztil  kitunt  irasaival  Liebermann  Natan. 


Utolso  lelkipasztora  a hitkozsegnek  Billitzer  Simon  rabbi  volt,  ki  egyben  a 
ritualis  vagas  feladatat  is  ellatta.  A ricsei  kozsegben  sokan  hajlottak  a 
chaszid  eletforma  iranyaba.  Mintegy  1 70  zsido  elt  itt.  A nemet  megszallas 
utan  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  vittek  oket  es  45-en  tertek  vissza,  beleszamitva  a 
kornyezo  kis  falvak  megmenekiiltjeit  is. 


S^rospatak  — a megye  egyik  legregibb  helysege.  A zsido  kozseg  a 
XVIII.  szazadban  alakult  es  a Szentegylet  alapszabalyait  ugyancsak  a 
szazad  vegen  szerkesztettek,  mely  idobol  a temeto  elso  sirkove  is 
datalodik.  A mult  szazad  harmadik  evtizedeben  Cvi  Hirsch  volt  a rabbi, 
utana  Schattin  Simon  toltotte  be  a rabbiszeket,  aki  azelott  Tokajban  es 
Madon  vezette  a hiteletet.  Tovabbiakban  Beiron  Jesaja  es  Ehrenfeld 


Jesaja  voltak  a kozseg  rabbijai.  Ez  utobbi  Toramagyarazataival  tunt  ki, 
amiket  kbnyvalakban  is  megjelentetett.  Utolso  rabbija  Fischer  Fiilop  volt, 
a modern  orthodoxia  kiemelkedo  egyenisege;  Simson  Raphael  Hirsch 
muveibol  forditott  magyar  nyelvre  es  egyben  propagaloja  is  volt  en- 
nek  az  iranyzatnak.  Az  iskolat  1886-ban  nyitottak  meg  Goldblatt  Farkas 


alapitvanyabol.  A chaszidok  nem  valtak  ki  a hitkozsegbol,  viszont  kiilon 


imahazat  epitettek  maguknak  a Bodrog  partjan. 

A XIX.  szazad  folyaman  altalaban  bekessegben  eltek  itt  a zsidok  a kor- 
nyezo lakossaggal.  A szajhagyomany  ligy  tartja,  hogy  1848-ban  a 
hitkozseg  veneinek  kozbenjarasa  mentette  meg  a falut.  Mikor  orosz  sereg 
vonult  at  a falun,  a kollegium  diakjai  kovel  dobaltak  meg  a katonakat.  Az 
oroszok  lovetni  kesztiltek  a kozseget,  de  a zsidok  jobb  belatasra  birtak  a 


parancsnoksagot. 

Talmud-Tora  es  jesiva  mukodtek  a hitkozsegben.  A jesiva  utolso 
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Monok  — szerencsi  jams.  A miilt  szazad  kozepen  telepedtek  le  itt 
zsidok,  de  mar  a XVIII.  szazadban  is  laktak  a faluban.  Termennyel 
kereskedtek,  gazdalkodtak  es  kisipart  uztek.  Monok  Kossuth  Lajos 
szulofoldje  es  a zsidok  mindig  tevekeny  resztvevoi  voltak  a falu  nagy  fia 
tiszteletere  rendezett  iinnepsegeknek.  A kis  hitkozseg  Szentegyletet, 
Jotekonysagi  egyesiiletet,  chedert  es  iskolat  tartott  fenn.  Az  elenk  zsido 
kulturalis  elet  egyik  megnyilvanulasa  volt  az  iskolasgyermekek  fellepese  a 
szombat  delutanonkent  megtartott  kozos,  hagyomany  kovetelte  lakoman. 

1 94 1 -ben  az  osszes  monoki  zsidokat  Tallyara  vittek  allampolgarsaguk 
feliilvizsgalasara  es  csak  ket  nap  multan  engedtek  el  oket. 

A nemet  megszall^  utan  szekereken  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  szallitottak  a 
falu  zsidosagat.  60-70  zsido  elt  Monokon,  ket  no  tert  vissza.  A templomot 
romokban  a Tora-tekercseket  a szemetben  talaltak. 


Olaszliszka  — tokaji  jaras.  Szolo  es  bortermelessel  volt  kapcsolatos  a 
zsidok  letelepiilese  Liszkan  a XVIII.  szazadban.  A hitkozseg  1810-ben 
alakult;  a temploma  mult  szazad  kozepen  epiilt.  Szentegyletet,  noegyletet 
es  szegenyhazat  tartott  fenn  a hitkozseg.  Vamosiijfalu  es  Sara  kozsegek 
zsidoi  is  innen  kaptak  a vallasi  szolgaltatasokat.  Az  iskola  1872-ben  nyilt 
meg,  ezenkiviil  Talmud-Tora  es  jesiva  mukodtek.  A konyv-vasarlo  egylet 
a jesiva  tamogatasara  es  annak  tanulmanyi  elomozditasara  alapult. 

1 840-ben  jott  Liszkara  Teitelbaum  Mozes  leghivebb  tanitvanya,  Fried- 
mann Hirsch  rabbi;  magaval  hozta  mesterenek,  az  ujhelyi  Caddiknak  elet- 
formajat  es  itt  egy  uj  chaszid  kozpontot  epitett.  Szereny,  onzetlen,  aszketa 
tipus,  josagos  es  egyben  boles  volt  a nagy  rabbi;  legmeltobb  utoda  a 
magyarorszagi  chaszid- mozgalom  megalapitojanak.  A falu  zarandokhely 
lett,  ami  kereseti  lehetoseget  nyiijtott  a zsido  lakosoknak.  A rabbi  maga 
csak  heti  1 fit.  fizetest  volt  hajlando  elfogadni  es  a zarandokoktol  kapott 
penzt  a szegenyeknek  s a hitkozsegnek  adta.  500  ferohelyes  nagy  temp- 
lomot emelt,  de  a zarokovet  nem  tette  a helyere,  hogy  a befejezetlenseg 
a jeruzsalemi  Szentely  pusztulasara  emlekeztessen.  Sajat  hazat  is  fun- 
damentum  nelkiil  epitette,  hogy  a Galut  (szamuzetes)  ideiglenesseget 
szimbolizalja.  A ‘‘Jahrzeif’-jen,  A ho  14-en,  ezrevel  jottek  a sirhoz. 

A nagy  rabbi  halala  utan  hanyatiasnak  indult  a hitkozseg  es  csak  nagy 
nehezseggel  tartotta  fenn  intezmenyeit.  Az  elso  vilaghaboniban  36-an 
vonultak  be  es  10-en  estek  el  a haza  vedelmeben.  A jesiva  chaszid 
szellemu  volt.  A falu  lakossaga  altalaban  ellenszenwel  viselkedett  zsido 
szomszedai  irant. 

Hirsch  rabbi  tollforgato  ember  volt,  harom  konyvet  irt.  A rabbiszekben 
veje,  Friedlander  Chajim  kdvette,  aki  ket  konywel  gazdagitotta  a 
hagyomanyos  irodalmat.  Utana  fia,  Friedlander  Hermann  rabbi  keriilt  a 
hitkozseg  elere,  akit  1925-ben  penzhamisitassal  vadoltak  meg.  A 
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kolcsonos  megertes,  kiraboltak  es  inzultaltak  a falu  zsidoit.  1938  ota 
elvettek  gazdasagaikat,  megvontak  a korcsmaengedelyt  es  egy  csaladot 
1940-ben  kiutasitottak. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  az-ujhelyi  gettoba  vittek  a zsido  lakosokat. 
ll-bol  negyen  maradtak  eletben. 


L^ca  — bodrogkozi  jams.  A mult  szazad  vegen  telepedtek  le  zsidok  a 
faluban.  A nemet  megszallas  elott  mintegy  60-an  voltak.  Sorsuk  az 
ujhelyi  gettoban  es  kiilonbozo  munkataborokban  teljesedett  be.  Nines 
megbizhato  ertesules  a megmaradottak  szamat  illetoen. 


LegyesWnye  — szerencsi  jams.  A szerencsi  hitkozseg  fiok-hitkozsege 
volt,  templomot,  ritualis  furdot  es  temetot  tartottak  fenn.  A XVIII. 
szazad  ota  eltek  a faluban  zsidok  — kereskedok,  kisiparosok  es 
gazdalkodok.  Kb.  60  lelket  szamoltak  es  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  vittek  oket. 
Munkaszolgalatbol  es  a taborokbol  nagyon  kevesen  tertek  vissza. 


Mid  — A hitkozseg  a XVIII.  szazadban  alakult.  Az  elso  rabbija  Lit- 
mann  Wolf  Mozes  volt.  A templom  1798-ban  epiilt.  Foglalkozasuk  a 
bortermelessel  es  borkereskedessel  kapcsolodott  egybe.  A chaszid 


befolyas  mindig  is  erezheto  volt  a hitkozsegben,  mely  serenyen  kuzdott 
minden  idegeYi  hatas  ellen.  Hires  rabbija  az  idok  folyaman:  Schwartz 
Abraham  Jehuda,  Blum  Amram,  Schwartz  Naftali.  Rosenbaum  Amram 
rabbi  1826-ban  a Szentfoldre  koltozott.  A madi  jesivaba  Magyarorszag 
minden  reszerol  jottek  a fiatalok.  A kbzel  300  eves  madi  zsido  let  idejen 
a hitkozseg  rabbijai  es  rabbinikus  birai  25  heber  konyvet  publikaltak. 

A hitkozseg  tagjaibol  12-en  estek  el  az  elso  vilaghaboru  harcterein. 
1940-ben  harom  csaladot  utasitottak  ki,  ezeket  Kamenecy-Podolszkban 
gyilkoltak  meg. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  a templomban  gyujtottek  egybe  a zsidokat  es 
onnan  vonaton  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  vittek  at.  240-b61  mintegy  40-en 
menekiiltek  meg.  E kozosseg  tortenetet  kozze  tette  Arieh  Lewy,  Mad 
Zsido  Hitkozsege,  Jeruzsalem,  1974. 


Megyasz6  — szerencsi  jaras.  Zsidok  a XVIII.  szazadban  telepedtek  le 
a faluban.  Kereskedok,  kisiparosok,  szolobirtokosok  es  gazdalkodok 
voltak.  A hitkozseg  mar  1812-ben  letezett;  templomot,  ritualis  furdot, 
temetot  es  chedeft  tartott  fenn.  Mint  szerencsi  fiok- hitkozseg  Alsodobsza 
es  Baksa  kozsegeit  is  ellatta  vallasi  szolgaltatasokkal. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  a templomban  gyujtottek  egybe  a falu 
zsidoit  es  onnan  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  keriiltek.  Talan  a tized  resze  menekiilt 
azelott  szaz  lelket  szamlalo  hitkozsegbol. 
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semmifele  segitseget  se  nyujtsanak  nekik.  Az  lijhelyi  gettoba  valo 
elszallitas  utan  az  ottmaradt  holmikat  szejjelosztottak  es  az  iiresen 
maradt  hazakba  bekdltoztek.  A gettoba  szalHtaskor  csak  kis  kezi 
poggyaszt  engedtek  elvinni  es  minden  ertektargyat  elkoboztak.  A 
bodrogkeresztiiri  zsidok  tobbseget  a harmadik  transzportban  vittek 
Auschwitzba.  Kozel  700  zsido  elt  itt  es  szaznal  kevesebben  tertek  vissza. 

Cig^nd  — bodrogkozi  jams.  Zsidok  a miilt  szazad  elejen  telepedtek  le, 
kisiparral  es  termenykereskedessel  foglalkoztak.  Altalaban  bekesseg 
honolt  koztiik  es  a helybeli  lakossag  kozt.  Az  elso  vilaghaboriiig 
kiralyhelmeci  fiok-hitkozseg  volt.  A templomot  1920-ban  epitettek. 
Szentegylet,  Talmud-Tora  es  iskola  mukddtek  a hitkozseg  kereten  beliil. 
Neumann  David  rabbi  volt  a kozosseg  lelkipasztora.  A nemet  megszallas 
utan  szekereken  az  liJhelyi  gettoba  vittek  a zsidokat.  Tobb  mint  200-an 
eltek  ott;  a munkaszolgalat  es  a kiilonbozo  taborok  utan  mintegy  30-an 
maradtak  eletben. 

ErdoWnye  — tokaji  jaras.  A XVIII.  szazadban  erkeztek  ide  zsidok. 
Szolo-  es  bortermelessel  foglalkoztak,  szolotulajdonosok  is  voltak; 
ezenkivtil  kereskedelemmel  es  kisiparral  kerestek  kenyeriiket.  Olaszliszka 
fiok-hitkozsege  volt  kozosseglik.  Szentegylet,  jotekonysagi  egylet, 
noegylet,  ifjusagi  egyesiilet,  cheder,  iskola  miikodtek  a hitkozsegben.  A 
“feher  terror^  idejen  zsido  boltokat  raboltak  ki  es  sokakat  bantalmaztak. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  elobb  Tokajba  vittek  a zsidokat  es  onnan  az 
ujhelyi  gettoba.  Mintegy  150-en  eltek  ott  es  csak  10-en  maradtak  elet- 
ben. A templom  15  Toratekercset  az  egyik  helybeli  nem-zsidonak 
sikerult  atmentenie  a veszes  napokon. 

Gesztely  — szerencsi  jaras.  A XVIII.  szazadban  jottek  az  elso  zsido 
letelepiilok,  kereskedok  es  kisiparosok;  idovel  malom  es  cementgyar  is 
volt  zsido  tulajdonban.  A hitkozseg  Szerncshez  tartozott;  ritualis  fiirdo, 
templom  es  cheder  mukodott  kereteben,  a metszo  a heber  taruto 
feladatat  is  betoltotte.  Ujcsanalos  innen  kapta  a kozvetlen  vall^i 
szolgaltatasokat.  A "feher  terror  ’ idejen  elromlott  az  addigi  jo  viszony  a 
helybeli  lakossaggal. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  ujhelyi  gettoba  szallitottak  a zsidokat.  A 
korulbeliil  70  lelekbol  15-en  menekiiltek  meg. 

Hernddn^meti  — szerencsi  jaras.  A XVIII.  szazad  ota  eltek  itt  zsidok. 
Gazdalkodok,  kisiparosok,  uradalmi  intezok  voltak;  a malom  is  zsido 
kezen  volt.  Keves  szamuk  ellenere  templomot  epitett  es  temetot  is  tartot- 
tak  fenn.  A feher  terror  idejen  megingott  a helybeli  lakossaggal  volt 
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es  a magyar  ‘‘keret”  kegyetlenkedesei  folytan.  A falvakban  csak  oregek, 
asszonyok  es  gyerekek  maradtak. 

A nemet  megszallas  utan  egy  es  ugyanaz  a sors  jutott  nekik 
osztalyresziil:  a helyi  templomban  gyujtottek  oket  egybe  es  onnan  az 
lijhelyi  gettoba  vittek. 


Bekecs-szerencsi  jaras.  A XVII.  szazad  ota  voltak  itt  zsidok;  a miilt 
szazad  vegetol  szamuk  mintegy  1 00  lelek.  Ez  a kis  hitkozseg  templomot 
epitett.  Szentegyletet,  chedert  tartott  fenn;  szerencsi  fiok- hitkozseg  volt. 
A nemet  megszallas  utan  az  lijhelyi  gettoba  vittek  a zsido  lakosokat.  A 
koncentracios  taborokbol  es  a munkaszolgalatbol  kb.  1 0-en  tertek  vissza. 


Bodrogkeresztur  — tokaji  jaras.  A XVIII.  szazadban  telepedtek  le 
zsidok  a faluban,  foleg  mezogazdasagi  termekeket  kozvetitettek, 
leginkabb  bort.  A helyseg  hiresse  lett  vasarairol  melyekre  messze 
foldrol  jottek  kereskedok  es  iparosok.  Rabbi  Steiner  Jesaja  idejen  a sok- 
sok  latogatot  fuvaroztak  a keresztiiri  zsidok  es  vendegloket  tartottak 
iizemben.  Az  elso  vilaghaborii  idejen  zsido  menekiiltek  erkeztek 
Galiciabol  es  ez  nagy  ellenszenvet  valtott  ki  a lakossag  koreben.  A 
‘Teher  terror  ’ alkalmaval  egy  leszerelt  katona  egy  egesz  zsido  csaladot 
gyilkolt  meg. 

A hitkozseg  a XVII.  szazadban  alapult  es  akkor  allitottak  fel  a temetot 
is,  a Szentegylet  alapitasi  eve  1767.  Jotekonysagi  egylet,  Talmud- 
tanulokbr  es  az  ifjiisagi  egyesiilet  miikodtek.  A hitkozseg  chaszid  jelleget 
oltott.  Bodrogkisfalud  es  Szogi  fiok-hitkozsegei  voltak.  Az  elso  templom 
1767-ben  epiilt,  de  leegett  es  az  lijabbat  1906-ban  emeltek. 

Hires  rabbik  szolgaltak  a kozosseget.  London  Eliezer  es  Wahrmann 
Izrael;  ez  utobbi  innen  a pesti  rabbiszekbe  keriilt.  Tannenbaum  Abraham 
rabbi  1815-ben  elhagyni  kenyszeriilt  allasat,  mert  galiciai  szarmaz^a 
miatt  kiutasitottak.  Sok  hive  ment  vele.  Schlesinger  Mozes  es  fia 
Chajum  Alter  voltak  utolso  rabbijai  a kozsegnek.  Ez  utobbi  adta  ki 
apjanak  konyvet. 

A miilt  szazad  vegerol  jott  Liszkarol  Keresztiirra  Steiner  Jesaja  rabbi, 
ki  az  ottani  Friedmann  Cvi  Hirschnek  volt  tanitvanya.  Hires  chaszid 
rabbi  volt,  kihez  messzi  foldrol  jottek  a hivek.  O szervezte  meg  az  elso 
vilaghaborii  idejen  ide  menekiilt  galiciai  zsidok  segitseget.  Sokan 
tefmeszetfeletti  erot  tulajdonitottak  a rabbinak,  tanacsat  kertek  zsidok  es 
nem-zsidok  egyarant,  de  fokent  asszonyok.  A helybeli  temetoben  levo 
tobb  mint  200-eves  sirrol  azt  tartottak,  hogy  az  a Baal  Sem  nyugvohelye. 

A hitkozsegben  cheder,  Talmud-Tora  es  jesiva  mukodott.  Az  elso 
vilaghaborii  utan  a Cionista  Szovetseg  helyi  fiokja  is  megalakult. 

A nemet  megszallast  kovetoen  a templomba  gyiijtottek  a zsido 
lakosokat  es  a hatosagok  szigoriian  figyelmeztettek  a helybelieket,  hogy 
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XI.  A zempl^ni  helys^gek  zsid6  kozdss^gei 


A fenti  leirasban  nem  volt  lehetseges  parhuzamosan  targyalni  valameny- 

nyi  zempleni  falu  hitkozsegenek  es  a szorvanyoknak  tortenetet,  ezert 
kUlon  fejezetben  allitunk  emleket  valamennyiiiknek. 

Az  50-es  evek  6ta  szokassa  lett,  hogy  a maradek  megmenekiiltek 
osszegyulnek  egyszer  egy  evben  Ijjar  ho  elejen.  Megsiratjak  es 
elparentaljak  elpusztult  szeretteiket,  a kantor  halotti  imadsagot  recital 
lelki  iidviikert  es  ennek  kereteben  felolvassa  az  elpusztult  hitkozsegek 
nevsorat.  Ezt  a nevsort  a megmaradottak  kozlesei  alapjan  allitottak  ossze, 
azonban  ennek  teljessege  ketsegbe  vonhato.  Mindenesetre  olyan  falvak  is 
szerepelnek  a nevsorban,  melyek  zsido  lakosairol  nines  tovabbi  in- 
formacio,  de  ugyanakkor  “Pinkas  Hakehillot,  Encyclopaedia  of  Jewish 
Communities  — Hungary,  Yad  Vashem.  Jerusalem,  1976.  (heber  nyelvu) 
felsorol  oly  fiok-hitkozsegeket  is,  melyekrol  a megmaradottak  nem  tettek 
emlitest.  Szandekunkban  van  eleget  tenni  megemlekezesi 
kotelessegiinknek  mind  a ket  forras  szerint.  Mivel  az  altalanos  torteneti 
leir^  joreszt  Ujhely  zsidosagarol  szolott,  mely  a megye  legnagyobb 
kozossege  volt,  az  alabbi  osszefoglalasban  ez  tovabba  nem  szerepel. 

Sok  kis  faluban  eltek  zsidok,  kik  csekely  szamuk  miatt  hitkozseget  nem 
alkothattak,  de  ott  loltottek  eletliket  nemzedekeken  at  keserves  verejtekkel 
keresve  kenyeriiket  es  onnan  hurcoltak  el  oket  a pusztulasba.  A falvak 
nevei  szolgaljanak  emlekul  elveszett  kozossegeiknek.  A nevsor  tar- 
talmazza  oly  falvak  neveit  is,  melyek  a becsi  dontes  folytan  csatoltattak 
Magyarorszaghoz,  illetve  — kozigazgatasilag  — Zemplenmegyehez  es 
azok  zsido  lakosait  is  az  lijhelyi  gettobol  deportaltak.  Mivel  erne 
hitkozsegek  es  zsido  szorvanyok  tortenete  nem  tartozik  szorosan  az 
eredetileg  elhatarolt  kerethez,  azaz  a “trianoni”  Zemplenhez,  emlekezo 
kotelessegiinket  lerojuk  iranyukban  is  a helysegek  neveinek 
megemlitesevel  a nevsor  szerint. 

A falvak  zsido  kozossegeinek  tortenete  majdnem  egyseges:  a XVIII. 
szazad  folyaman  telepedtek  le,  letelepedesi  helyiikre  nagyobb  reszt  szolo 
es  boriigyletekkel  kapcsolatban  keriiltek,  sokan  maguk  muveltek  szolo- 
juket-foldjuket;  tovabbi  elterjedt  foglalkozasa  az  itteni  zsidoknak  — 
kereskedelem,  hazalas,  kisipar;  a belso  szetvalaskor,  kivetel  nelkiil, 
valamennyien  orthodoxnak  deklaraltak  magukat.  Ezert  a legkisebb 
faluban  is  fenntartottak  ritualis  fiirdot,  “chedert”,  temetot  es  alkalmaztak 
heber  tanitot  (melamed)  es  metszot. 

1941-42  evekben  az  osszes  katonakoteles  korban  levo  ferfiakat 
munkaszolgalatra  hivtak  be.  Nagy  resziik  elpusztult  a front  viszontagsagai 
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30  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratok  1944-  7883 

31  Magyar  Orszagos  Leveltar  K 148.  Beliigyminiszterium  elnoki 
iratok  1200.  csomo 
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munkalataiban. 

Ami  a zsido  tulajdonban  volt  satoraljaujhelyi  lakasoknak  nemet 
katonai  alakulatok  reszere  tortent  rendelkezesre  bocsajtasat  illeti,  a 
polgarmesteri  iratok  kozdtt  talalhato  a rendeletben  eloirt  leltaroz^t 
rogzito  jegyzokonyvek,  espedig  a Molnar  utca  18.  sz.  ( a jegyzokonyv 
datuma:  1944.  szept.  9.)  Molnar  utca  17.  sz.  (1944.  szept.  11.),  Mikszath 
Kalman  u.  7.  sz.  (1944.  szept.  12.),  Szechenyi-Wolkenstein  Emone  u.  7. 
sz.  alatt  levo  lak^okban  felvett  leltarak.  (SAL  — Satoraljaujhely  polgar- 
mesteri iratok  1944  - 700) 


19  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  5.959  — 

Erdemes  megemliteni:  1944.  jiilius  14-en  az  ungvari  penziigy- 
igazgatosagon  megbeszelest  tartottak  a zsido  lakasok  es  ingosagok 
felhasznal^  targyaban.  Az  ertekezleten  resztvett  Karpatalja  Kormanyzo 
Biztosanak,  valamint  a beliigy-  es  penziigyminiszter  kepviseloje.  A 
penziigyminiszter  kepviselojenek  allaspontja  az  volt,  bogy  a katonasag  a 
beszall^olason  igenybe  veheti  a zsido  lakasokat,  a zsinagogapadokat  a 
kormanybiztos  kiadhatja  az  iskolaknak,  a zsido  lakas  (ires  lak^nak 


minostil  es  kiutalasa  a kozigazgat^i  hatosagok  hataskorebe  tartozik. 


Magyar  Orszagos  Leveltar.  K 148.  Beliigyminiszteriumi  elnoki  iratok  — 
1200.  csomo 


20  SAL  — Satoraljaujhely  polgarmesteri  iratok  1944-  792 

21  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  8.740 

22  SAL  — Satoraljaujhelyi  polgarmesteri  iratok  1944-  624 

23  SAL  — Satoraljaujhely  polgarmesteri  iratok  1944  - 972 

24  SAL  — Ugyanott 

25  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratok  1944-  5.565 

26  SAL  — Satoraljaujhelyi  polgarmesteri  iratok  1944  — 701 

27  SAL  Ugyanott 

28  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratok  1944-  5.565 

29  SAL  — Satoraljaujhely  polgarmesteri  iratok  1 944-  692 
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1 1 SAL  — Satoraljaiijhely  polgarmestere  iratai  1944-  735 

12  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  4.630 

13  SAL  — Satoraljaiijhelyi  polgarmesteri  iratok  1944-  5.975 

14  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  4.691  — 
Egyebirant  1 944.  aprilis  20-an  a satoraljaujhelyi  Erzsebet  kozkorhaz 

igazgatoja  jelentest  tett  a varosi  tisztifoorvosnak  a korhazban 
gyogykezeles  alatt  alio  zsido  betegekrol.  E kimutatas  szerint  65  ferfi  es  58 
no  beteget  apoltak,  koziiluk  elmebeteg  volt  55  ferfi  es  57  no,  e ket  szam 
mellett  zarojelben  megjegyzes:  ,,Ezeknek  szama  elbocsajt^  reven  naprol- 
napra  fogy.”  — Ugyanott 


15  A zsidok  vagyonbejelentesi  kotelezettsegerol  es  a tulajdonukban 
levo  arany-,  eziist-  es  platinaekszerek,  valamint  dragakovek  es  igaz- 
gyongyok  letetbehelyezeserol  szolo  kormanyrendelet  1944.  aprilis  16-an 
jelent  meg  a hivatalos  lapban,  a Budapesti  Kozlonyben.  Tehat:  a kassai 
csendorkeriiletben  a zsido  tulajdonban  volt  ekszerek  elkobzasat  (e  rendelet 
csak  letetbehelyezesrol  szolt)  a rendelet  megjeleneset  megelozve 
foganatositottak. 

Ami  pedig  a zsidok  kenyszerlakohelyenek  kijeloleset  illeti,  a zsidok 
lakasainak  igenybevetelerol  es  a zsidok  lij  lakohelyeinek  kijeloleserol 
szolo  kormanyrendeletet  csak  majd  ket  hettel  kesobb,  1 944.  aprilis  28-an 
tettek  kozze  a Budapesti  Kozlonyben.  — A ket  rendelet  teljes  szoveget 
lasd.  Vadirat  a nacizmus  ellen  1.  kot.  170-181.,  244-250.  old. 

16  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  4.473 


17  Ugyanott  — 1944.  aprilis  22-en  jelentest  tett  a zsido  ertekek 
“orizetbevetelerol”  a tokaji,  a bodrogkozi  es  a szerencsi  jaras 
foszolgabiraja.  A jelentesek  szerint  a tokaji  jarasban  7 lada,  9 borond,  1 
kisebb  csomag,  1 2 irogep,  a bodrogkozi  jar^ban  kb.  50  lada,  a szerencsi 
jar^ban  26  nagyobb,  7 kisebb  lada,  2 borond,  valamint  zacskokban  es 
dobozokban  tarolt  ertektargyak  vamak  beszallitasra. 

18  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai — 1944-  7.759  — 
Bornemissza  alispan  1944.  julius  17-en  korrendeletben  utasitotta  a 

kiralyhelmeci,  sarospataki,  satoraljaujhelyi,  szerencsi,  valamint  a tokaji 
jar^  foszolgabirajat,  hogy  a rendeletnek  megfeleloen  tamogassak  a 
penziigyi  kozegeket  a zsido  ingosagok  osszegyujtesi  es  leltarozasi 
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JEGYZETEK 


1  Karsai  Elek:  A magyarorszagi  deportal^  es  a kozigazgat^.  Eload^ 
a Haifai  Egyetemen  1984.  xnajus  13-an  es  14-en  rendezett  tortenesz  kon- 
ferencian. 


2 Dokumentumok  a magyarorszagi  zsidoiildozes  tortenetehez. 

Vadirat  a nacizmus  ellen.  1.  1944.  marcius  19  - majus  15.  Szerk. 
Benoschofsky  Ilona  — Karsai  Elek.  Magyar  Izraelitak  Orszagos  Kep- 
viselete  Kiadas.  Budapest,  1958.  52-54.  old. 

3 Ugyanott  123.  old. 

4 Ugyanott  124.  old. 

5 Satoraljaujhelyi  Allami  Leveltar  (a  tovabbiakban:  SAL) 

— Satbraljaujhely  polgarmesteri  iratai  1944-  160,  tovabba  u.o.  Zemplen 
varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944  - 976. 

6 Magyar  Orszagos  Leveltar.  Beliigyminiszterium  altalanos  iratai  — 
Karpatalja  kormanyzo  biztosanak  iratai  — 3.997  csomo  1395-162-1 
biz.sz.  Hal^z  beliigyminiszteri  tanacsos,  Karpatalja  kormanyzoi  biz- 
tosa  helyettesenek  feljegy^ese. 

7 Ugyanott 

8 Levai  Jeno:  Zsidosors  Magyarorszagon.  Magyar  Teka,  Budapest, 
1948.  408.  old. 


9  SAL  — Zemplen  varmegye  alispani  iratai  1944-  H.  630.  — 
Megemlitendo:  mindeddig  a satoraljaujhelyi  getto  letesitesevel,  a gettoba 
tomoritettek  eletviszonyaival  foglalkozo  iratoknak  csak  egy  resze  keriilt 
elo.  Remelheto,  hogy  az  iratok  koziil  jonehany  feltalalhato  lesz  m;fc 
hivatalok,  szervek,  igy  a nepbirosag  iratai  kozott;  de  a kutatas  soran 
kideriilt,  hogy  egyes,  donto  fontossagii  iratokat  ismeretlen  szemelyek 
megsemmisitettek,  igy  a satoraljaujhelyi  kepviselotestiileti  jegyzokonj^ek 
1944.  evi  kotetebol  valaki  kivagta  azokat  a lapokat,  amelyek  — a tar- 
taJommutato  szerint  — a getto  letesitesevel  kapcsolatos  targyal^  anyagat 
rogzitettek. 


10  Ugyanott 
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V.  10.  Eszr^nyi  vaskerskedo  szatnlaja 

1 20.00 

V.  11.  Zsido  Tanacsnak  elelmiszer  vasuti 
fiivardija 

87.60 

V.  19.  Kdztisztv.  Szov.  szamlaja 
(elelmiszerert) 

3.255.00 

V.  24.  Fekalia-gep  hasznalati  dija 

1.650.00 

VI.  3.  Koztisztv.  Szov.  szamlaja 

791.00 

(elelmiszerert) 

1.980.00 

VI.  9.  Fekalia-g^  hasznalata 

VI.  16.  Gettokerites  osszeszedesi  napszam 

339.00 

VI.  8-t61  VI.  14-ig 

246.00 

VI.  23.  Getto  kovezet  javit^ 

VI.  30.  Getto  kerites  javit^ 

307.00 

VII.  10  Eszrenyi  Geza  vaskerskedo  szamlaja 

41.60 

deszka  ara 

1.161.30 

74  q mesz 

1.642.15 

VII.  14.  Getto  kerites  lebont^ 

262.00 

• • 

Osszesi  tes:  Bevetel 

50.000  P 

Kiadds 

50.191.16 

Tulkiad^ 

191.16 

(Beliigyminiszterium,  Budapest  — zsidok  taboraban  valo  elkiilomtesere 
ellatmany.)  3i 

Igy  zarta  le  a helyi  kozigazgat^  a satoraljaiijhelyi  getto  tortenetet. 
Fekalia-gep  hasznalati  dija 


' Latrina  tisztito  gep 
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Fiizessery,  a sarospataki  jar^  foszolgabiraja  1944.  majus  20-an  meg- 
kiildte  Varonak,  Satoraljaujhely  polgarmesterenek  ozv.  Elefant  Jenone 
sarospataki  lakos  hadigondozasi  iratait  — nyilvan  az  illeto  azok  alapjan 
kivetelezettt  volt  — , Varo  az  iratokat  1 944.  majus  24-en  visszakiildte  az- 
zal,  hogy  “a  hadigondozott  Sdtoraljaiijhelyrol  ismeretlen  helyre  tdvozott 
es  miutdn  nevezett  sdtoraljaujhelyi  tartdzkoddsa  csak  dtmeneti  jellegu 
volt,  hadigondozdsi  iratait  sziveskedjek  irattdrba  helyezni/'  29  (Kiemeles 
tolem  — K.E.) 

A satoraljaujhelyi  getto  lakoinak  deportalasa  utan  meg  mindig  akadt 
inteznivaloja  a kozigazgatasi  szerveknek  zsido-iigyekben.  A zsido  lakasok, 
ingosagok  orzese,  esetleges  kiutalasa,  mint  fentebb  lattuk,  meg  honapokig 
foglalkoztatta  az  illetekes  hatosagokat.  Persze,  akadtak  kisebb  jelentosegu 
iigyek,  amelyeket  emliteni  csak  az  iratokbol  tiikrozodo  antihumanus 
szellem  miatt  erdemes.  Itt  van  peldanak  okaert  a zsido  varmegyei 
nyugdijasok  — szamuk  nem  lehetett  sok  — nyugdijilletmeny  iigye.  Az 


tortent  ugyanis,  hogy  a m.kir.  posta  takarekpenztar  a kiutalt  nyugdij- 
illetmenyeket  visszairja  a varmegyei  nyugdijalap  csekkszamlaja  javara  az- 
zal  a megjegyzessel,  hogy  “az  erdekelt  ismeretlen  lakohelyre  elkoltozott.” 

Bornemissza,  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanja  1944.  Julius  21-en  Jaross 
beliigyminiszterhez  felterjesztest  intezett,  a felterjesztesben  leszogezte: 

“Minthogy  ez  az  allapot  allandosult,  a zsido  nyugdijasok  illetmenyeit 
tovabbi  intezkedesig  nem  fogom  kiutalni. 

Sziveskedjek  utasitast  adni  arra  nezve,  hogy  vajon  a kerdeses  nyugillet- 
menyeket  veglegesen  besziintessem-e,  mdr  csak  arra  valo  tekintettel  is, 
hogy  esetleges  elhaldlozdsukrol  nem  ertesulhetek. (Kiemeles  tolem  — 
K.E.)  30 


A varmegyei,  varosi  kozigazgatas  felelos  vezetoi,  1945  utan,  szivesen 
hivatkoztak  arra,  hogy  nekik  semmi  koziik  nem  volt  a kegyetlenkede- 
sekhez,  azokert  a csendorok  felelosok,  es  azt  sem  tudtak,  hogy  mi  lesz  az 
elszallitott  zsidokkal,  azt  hittek,  hogy  munkara  viszik  oket... 

Ez  az  irat  mintha  cafolata  lenne  ezen  vedekezesnek... 

* * * 


A satoraljaujhelyi  getto val  kapcsolatos  utolso  irat  az  alabbi  hivatalos 
megjelolest  kapta:  “Ez  a zsidok  lakohelyenek  kijelolesevel  kapcsolatos 
kiadasok  naploja  — 7,  azaz  Het  ketszeresen  szamozott  oldalt  tartalmaz.” 


Nehany  tetel,  az  idopont,  a targy  es  az  osszeg  feltuntetesevel: 


V.  9.  Zsido  Tanacsnak  elelmiszer  vasuti 
fuvardija 


299.80  P 
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Palocsik  Janosnet  Olaszliszkarol  koltoztettek  be  Satoraljaiijhelybe,  ferje 
kereszteny,  6 maga  1 7 eve  attert  a zsido  hitrol  a kereszteny  hitre,  tehat  a 
fennallo  torvenyek  szerint  nem  tekintendo  zsidonak,  aprilis  16-an  kerte, 
hogy  engedelyezzek  Olaszliszkara  valo  visszatereset.  25 

Ozv.  Friedmann  Arminne  a Tabori  Lelkeszi  Hivatal  ertesitesevel 
igazolta,  hogy  ferje  “ellenseges  granatszilank  talalat  folytan”  a fronton 
elesett,  igy  hadiozvegynek  szamit,  ezt  Bodrogkeresztiiron,  lakohelyen  el  is 
ismertek,  meghagytak  lakasaban  es  csak  “utolag”  koltoztettek  be  a sator- 
aljaiijhelyi  gettoba.  Majus  19-en  a Zsido  Tanacson  keresztiil  kerte  kive- 
telezettsegenek  megallapit^t,  egyuttal  azt,  hogy  Eva,  Andor,  Laszlo, 
Julianna  es  Iren  nevu  gyermekeivel  egyiitt  visszaterhessen  “rendes” 
lakohelyere.  26 

Meg  ennel  is  kirivobb  volt  Weinstock  Bernat  esete,  ugyanis  “Wein- 
stock  Bernat  csorgoi  lakosnak  a satoraljaujhelyi  m.  kir.  Rendor- 
kapitanysag  a mellekelt  17-1944.  sz.  hatarozataval  engedelyezte,  hogy 
lakhelyere,  Csorgore  felesegevel  es  gyermekeivel  visszaterhessen,  mivel 
a korlatozo  rendelkezesek  alol  mentesseg  illeti  meg. 

Az  illetekes  csendorors  azonban  nevezettet,  hazaterese  utan  lijbol 
elovezette  csaladjaval  egyiitt  es  azota  a zsidonegyedben  tartozkodik.” 

Megjegyzendo:  Weinstock  Bernatot  a m.kir.  Hadileveltar  igazolasa 
szerint  ket  izben  I.  osztalyu  (nagy)  eziist  vitezsegi  eremmel,  egy  izben  II. 
osztalyii  (kis)  eziist  vitezsegi  eremmel  es  bronz  vitezsegi  eremmel  tiin- 
tettek  ki, 

a Zsido  Tanacs  csatolta  tovabba  a kassai  Egyesiilt  Magyar  Part 
igazolasat,  mely  Weinstocknak  a cseh  megszallas  alatti  magaviseletet 
igazolta. 

Satoraljaiijhely  polgarmesteri  hivatalaban  az  iratra  ravezettek: 
“Megallapitando,  hogy  itt  van-e  meg?”  majd  a kerelmet  tovabbitottak  a 
satoraljaujhelyi  jaras  foszolgabirajahoz,  aki  1944.  jiinius  20-an  kozolte  a 
polgarmesterrel,  hogy  “mivel  a fent  nevezett  kiszallitasa  mar  megtortent, 
ez  iigyben  nem  intezkedhetem.”  27 

A rendorkapitanysag  a Zsido  Tanacs  litjan  beerkezett  kerelmeket 
megkiildte  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanjanak,  aki  1 944.  jiinius  2-ig  fektette 
az  iratokat,  majd  akkor  tovabbitotta  a satoraljaujhelyi  m.kir.  csendor- 
szarnyparancsnoksagnak  azzal,  hogy  “sziveskedjek  nyilatkozni,  hogy  a 
kerelmezok  a satoraljaujhelyi  gettoban  tartozkodnak-e  meg  es  benyiijtott 
kerelmeik  nem  valtak-e  idokozben  targytalanna.” 

1 944.  jiinius  9-en  a kassai  csendorkeriilet  a megkiildott  kerelmeket  az- 
zal juttatta  vissza  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanjahoz,  hogy  mivel  “a 
satoraljaujhelyi  gettobol  a zsidok  7.  ho  3 -an  mind  el  lettek  szalUtva,  igy  a 
kerelmek  targytalanna  valtak.”  28 

Az  sem  volt  mindennapi  az  iigyek  intezese  soran,  hogy  amikor 
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gyujtobomba  eleg  ahhoz,  hogy  ez  a szokatlan  nagy  mennyisegben  es 
rendszertelen  modon  osszerakott  konnyen  g3ail6  anyagtomeg  teljesen 
elegjen.” 

Ennek  alapjan  a tuzoltoparancsnok  6t  pontban  foglalta  ossze  az 
esetleges  tuz  megelozesere  teendo  intezkedeseket,  amelyekhez  a polgar- 
mesterhelyettes  hozzajarult,  — tekintettel  arra,  hogy  “allami  erdek,  hogy 
az  ott  bent  levo  holmik  (a  zsidotemplomban  es  annak  udvaran  — K.E.) 
teljes  egeszeben  keriiljenek  rendeltetesi  helyukre.”  23 

Hogy  hoi  voltak  ezek  a “rendeltetesi  helyek”  es  ott  mi  tortent  az 
osszegyujtott  — es  mint  az  iratokbol  kitunik:  leltarozott  — holmikkal, 
nem  ismeretes. 


Kiilon  targyalast  igenyel  a zsidotorvenyek  hatalya  alol  mentesitettek  — 
es  a mentesitest  kerok  iigye. 

Az  utobbi  kategoriaba  tartozok  iigye  aranylag  egyertelmu:  ha  valaki 
1944.  marcius  19-ig  nem  kapta  meg  a mentesitest,  annak  az  “elkiilonites 


stb.  aloli  mentesitesi  kerelme”  nem  veheto  erdemi  elbiral^  ala. 


Varo  polgarmester  nem  teljesitette  ozv.  Veltner  Salamonne  satoraljauj- 
helyi  lakos  kerelmet,  hogy  igazoljak  ferje  1 9 1 9-es  ellenforradalmi 
tevekenyseget.  Megtagadta  ilyen  bizonyitvany  kiadasat,  annak  ellenere, 
hogy  a kerelmezo  hivatalos  irattal,  a satoraljaiijhelyi  kir.  foghaz  irataval 
igazolta,  hogy  ferje  “a  satoraljaiijhelyi  forradalmi  torvenyszek  altal  ellen- 


forradalmarsag  miatt  rearott  8 napi  biintetest  a satoraljaiijhelyi  kir.  fog- 
hazban  kit61t6tte.“Elutasitas  indoka:“Satoraljaiijhely  megyei  varos 
vezetosegenek  nines  tudom^  arrol,  hogy  ellenforradalmi  tevekenyseget 
fejtett  volna  ki.  Ennek  igazolasaul  Satoraljaiijhely  megyei  varos  polgar- 
mesteri  hivatalaban  semmifele  adat,  hivatalos  feljegyzes  rendelkezesre 


nem  all. 


4 4 


A satoraljaiijhelyi  kir.  foghaz  igazolasat  Varo  polgarmester  ezek  szerint 
nemletezonek  tekintette... 

Egeszen  volt  a helyzet  azoknal,  akik  nem  akkor,  1944  tavaszan 
kertek  mentesitesiiket,  hanem  mar  rendelkeztek  ilyen  okmannyal.  Igy 
peldaul  Reich  Miklosne,  akinek  ferje,  mint  hadiarva  nem  esett  a 
zsidotdrveny  hatalya  ala,  igy  6 sem  volt  zsidonak  tekintendo  szemely,  en- 
nek alapjan  kerte,  1 944.  majus  2-an,  hogy  a gettobol  eredeti  lakohelyere 
visszaterhessen,  — 

Kohn  Lajosnet,  Laszlo  nevii  gyermekevel  Erdobenyerol  telepitettek  be 
a satoraljaiijhelyi  gettoba,  1944.  aprilis  21-en  keltezett  visszateresi 
kerelmehez  csatolta  a “hadiozvegy  gondozasi  igazolvanyt“,  mely  szerint 
mint  hadiozvegy  kivetelezett,  nem  tekintendo  zsidonak,  — 
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Magyar  Voroskereszt  satoraljaiijhelyi  fomegbizott  helyettese  azzal  a 
kerdessel  fordult  a polgarmesterhez,  hogy  “sziveskedjek  a helybeli 
izraelita  hadikorhaz  kibovitesenek  celjaira  a most  mar  feleslegesse  vdlt 
(Kiemeles  tolem  — K.E.)  izraelita  korhaz  felszereleset,  teljes  egeszeben 
rendelkezesre  bocsajtani.  Kiilonos  sulyt  helyeznek  arra,  hogy  az  osszes 
muszereket  es  rontgenfelszerelest  is  megkaphatnank.” 

A beadvany  hatlapjara  Varo  polgarmester  a kovetkezo  feljegyzest  irta: 
“Minden  intezkedes  megtortent,  leltar  szerint  fend  targyak  atadattak.  — 
1944.  jiinius  7.” 

Ha  s^ksege  mutatkozott,  tudott  a satoraljaiijhelyi  kozigazgatas  gyor- 
san,  erdemben  intezkedni....  20 

Mas  esetben  az  orszagos  hatosag  atnyiilt  a helyi  kozigazgatasi  hatosag 
feje  folott,  — igy  peldaul  az  Orvosi  Munkaerok  Felhasznalasanak 
Kormanybiztosa  ertesitette  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanjat,  hogy  Adler 
Lajos  kiralyhelmeci  zsido  orvos  “szoros  zar  ala  vett  orvosi  berendezeset  es 
muszereit  hasznalatra  a kiralyhelmeci  Zoldkeresztes  Egeszseghaz  reszere 
— reszletes  leltar  felfektetese  es  teljes  anyagi  felelosseg  terhe  mellett” 
kiutalta.  2 1 

Az  is  megtortent,  hogya  helyi  hatosag  szigonian  ragaszkodott  a zsido 
ingosagok  kezelese  tekinteteben  a rendeletekhez.  Satoraljaiijhely  polgar- 
mestere  1944.  jiinius  30-an  felszolitotta  a kassai  VIII.  csendorkeriilet 
satoraljaiijhelyi  orset,  hogy  “a  volt  csendor  (getto)  kiilonitmeny  pa- 
rancsnoksaganak  ideiglenes  hasznalatra  atengedett“  nehany  kerekpart 
adja  at  az  illetekes  penziigyigazgat^i  szervnek. 

Annak  ellenere,  hogy  a csendorosztaly  parancsnoksag  1 944.  jiinius  23- 
i,  a satoraljaiijhelyi  orshoz  intezett  parancsaban  ligy  rendelkezett,  hogy  a 
kerekparokat  az  ors  tartsa  vissza,  es  az  ors  parancsnoka  hivatkozott  az 
1 944.  majus  3 1 -i  beliigyminiszteri  rendeletre,  mely  szerint  a csendorseget, 
mint  katonai  alakulatot  ligy  kerekparokkal,  mint  irogepekkel  a 
hatosagnak  a visszamaradt  zsido  kerekparokbol  es  irogepekbol  el  kell 
latni’\  a kerekparokat  at  kellett  adni  a penzligyigazgatosagoknak.  Az  irat 
hatlapjan  az  alabbi  feljegyzes  olvashato:  ,,A  kerekparokat  beszalUtottak, 
tovabbi  eljarast  nem  igenyel,  irattarba.  — 1944.  VIII.  8.”  22 

Ami  pedig  az  osszegyiijtott  zsido  ingosagok  elhelyezeset  illeti: 
Satoraljaiijhely  tuzoltoparancsnoka  1944.  jiilius  14-en  jelentest  tett  a 
polgarmesternek  es  jelenteseben  kozolte:  “A  mai  napon  a zsido  templom- 
ban  es  annak  udvaran  tiizrendeszeti  vizsgalatot  tartottunk.  Megallapitot- 
tuk,  hogy  igen  sok  biitor  es  agynemu  teljesen  szabalytalanul  es  oly  nagy 
mennyisegben  van  felhalmozva,  hogy  egy  esetleges  tuz  kitorese  eseten  a 
rendelkezesre  alio  eszkozokkel  eloltani  nem  lehet,  s nemcsak  a felhal- 
mozott  ertekek,  de  a kozvetlen  szomszedos  varoshaza  sem  mentheto  meg. 
Legi  tamadas  eseten  pedig  egyetlen  — a legkisebb  meretu  — 
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veteli  hatarozatokat,  — “ezzel  szemben  a sarospataki  zsidok  innen  ki  let- 
tek  Satoraljaiijhelybe  telepitve  azott  letesitett  gettoba.  Sot  onnan  azok 
nagy  resze  mar  el  is  lett  szallitva  ismeretlen  helyre,  igy  tehat  az  igenybe- 
veteli  veghatarozat  szamukra  nem  kezbesitheto  ki.” 

A foszolgabiro  surgeto  kerese:  “Tekintettel  a nagy  lakasinsegre  es  arra, 
bogy  az  igenylok  szeretnenek  mielobb  bejutni  a reszukre  kiutalt 
lakasokba,  nagyon  fontos  volna  annak  rendezese,  bogy  az  igenybeveteli 
vegbatarozatok  — fellebbezesre  valo  tekintet  nelkiil  — vegrebajtbatok 
lennenek!” 


Bornemissza  alispan  nem  vesztegette  az  idot  es  barom  nappal  Fiizessery 
foszolgabiro  felterjesztesenek  kezbezvetele  utan,  1944.  majus  27-en  a 
beliigyminiszterbez  tovabbitotta  a javaslatot,  de  egyiittal  bivatkozott  a 
lakasrendelet  azon  paragrafusara,  mely  szerint  igenybe  lebet  venni  annak 
a zsidonak  a lakasat,  akinek  akar  ugyanabba,  akar  mas  kozsegben  mar 
lakdsa  van.”  (Kiemeles  az  eredetiben  — K.E.) 

Bornemissza  alispan  bozzafuzte:  “Zemplen  varmegye  osszes 
kozsegeibol  at  lettek  koltoztetve  a zsidok  Satoraljaiijbely  megyei  varos 
zsidonegyedebe,  sot  lijabban  mar  innen  is  el  lettek  szallitva  a varmegyen 
kivtil  eso  teriiletre.  Tebat  minden  zsido  lakas  megiiresedett,  illetve  minden 
zsidd  egyennek  lett  mas  lakdsa/'  (Kiemeles  tolem  — K.E.) 

Ha  ezen  indoklast  cinikusnak  tartjuk,  talan  meg  nem  is  minositettuk 


‘ ‘erdemenek  megilletoen. . . ” 

Az  alispan  a beliigyminiszterbez  kiildott  felterjesztesen  kiviil  felbivta  a 
Satoraljaiijbely  polgafmesteret,  bogy  a jarasi  foszolgabirak  altal 
megkiildott  lakas-vegbatarozatokat  “siirgosen  kezbesittesse,  illetve  kiildje 
vissza  a jar^i  foszolgabiroknak,  megjelolve  a kezbesites  akadalyanak 


okat. 


A Beliigyminiszterium  csak  majd  negy  bonap  elteltevel,  1 944.  szeptem- 
ber  22-en  (!)  kozolte  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanjaval  allasfoglal^t,  mely 
szerint  ”ba  a zsido  a lakasban  berlo  volt,  akkor  a berleti  jogviszonya  az 
1610-1944.  ME.  szamii  rendelet  12.  paragrafusa  ertelmeben  megszunt, 

tebat  erdekelt  felnek  nem  tekintbeto,  a batarozatot  reszere  nem  kell  kikez- 
besiteni. 


Amennyiben  a zsido  a lakasnak  berloje  nem  volt,  banem  tulajdonosa, 
ligy  meg  kell  kiserelni  a kezbesitest,  azonban  az  1929:  XXX.  tr.  56. 
paragrafusa  alapjan  ki  lebet  mondani  a batarozat  azonnali  vegrebajtasat.” 

Az  iigy  lezar^:  az  alispan  a beliigyminiszteri  leirat  masolatat  1944. 
oktober  2-an  megkiildte  a jarasi  foszolgabiraknak,  Satoraljaiijbely  polgar- 
mesterenek  es  Zemplen  varmegye  tiszti  foiigyeszenek.  i9 

Bar  a biirokracia  malmai  lassan  oroltek,  de  azert  a jogrenden  nem  esett 


csorba... 

Az  osszegyiijtott  zsido  ingosagok  kerdesebez:  1944.  jiinius  5-en  a 
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vezereltetve,  hogy  a satoraljaiijhelyi  gettoba  “ideiglenesen  betelepitett” 
zsidok  eredeti  lakohelyukre  tobbe  mar  ligysem  ternek  vissza,  igy  vagyon- 
jogi  problemak  nem  meriilhetnek  fel. 

A kep  teljessege  kedveert  viszont  utalnunk  kell  a satoraljaiijhelyi 
penziigyi  igazgatosag  1944.  jiilius  13-i,  igaz:  eleg  keson,  kiadott  tajekoz- 
tato  megkeresesere,  mely  reszletesen  szabalyozta  a zsido  in^osagokkal 
kapcsolatban  kdvetendo  eljarast.  Szandery,  helyettes  penziigyi  igazgato 
— a periziigyminiszter  rendeletere  hivatkozva  — kozolte  az  illetekes 
hatosagokkal: 

— Zsido  lakasokat  magyar  vagy  nemet  katonai  alakulatoknak  csak 
leltaroz^  kotelezettsege  mellett  lehet  rendelkezesiikre  bocsajtani,  de 
“egyes  honvedszemelyek  reszere  semmifele  ingosag  nem  szolgaltathato  ki. 
Beszall^ol^  celjaira  is  csak  azokat  az  ingosagokat  lehet  rendelkezesre 
bocsajtani,  amire  a beszallasolasi  szabalyok  eloirasai  szerint  a beszallasolt 

alakulatnak  vagy  katonai  szemelyeknek  igenyiik  vanf’ 

— kozsegi  eloljarosagok  onhatalmiilag  biitorozott  zsido  lakast  nem 
nyithatnak  fel  es  a biitorokat  semmifele  celra  hasznalatba  nem  adhatjak; 


Azutan:  “Tudomasa  van  a m.kir.  penziigyigazgatosagnak  arrol  is,  hogy 
egyes  helyeken  iparuzemi,  berendezesi,  felszerelesi  tdrgyak  stb.  adattak  at 
nem  zsido  szemelyek  reszere.  Amennyiben  kozerdekbol  sziikseges  vala- 
mely  iizem  tovabbvitele,  vallalatvezeto  kirendelesevel  annak  megvan  a 
lehetosege.  Nem  indbkolt  azonban  es  a fenndllo  rendelkezesekkel  ellentet- 
ben  dllo  pi  egy  volt  zsido  szikviziizem  felszerelesi  tdrgyainak  mds  szik- 
vizesek  kozott  valo  szetosztdsa.**  (Kiemeles  tolem  — K.E.) 

Tovabba:  “Hatarozott  tilalom  van  arra  nezve,  hogy  az  ingosagok 
egyelore  meg  szocialis  celra  sem  adhatok  ki  senkinek.  Egyes  helyeken 
folyo  ily  iranyii  tenykedes  tehat  a rendelettel  ellentetben  van.  Tobb 
helyen  a zsidok  tulajdonaban  volt  allatok  eladattak.  Miutan  a vonatkozo 
rendelkezesek  szerint  azokat  a penziigyi  hatosagok  tartasra  kotelesek 
kiadni,  a kozigazgatasi  hatosagoknak  az  az  eljarasa  szinten  nem  felel  meg 
a rendeleteknek.  Altalaban,  ha  barmifele  ingosag  eladatott,  sziveskedjek 
az  erre  vonatkozo  adatokat  beszerezni  es  az  eladast  foganatositoktol  a 
sziikseges  igazolasokat  beszerezni  arra  vonatkozolag,  hogy  a vetelar  men- 
nyi  volt  s azzal  mi  tortent.’’  is  \ 

E rendelet  kiadasat  az  tette  sziiKsegesse,  hogy  a zsido  lakasok  igenybe- 
vetele  Zemplen  varmegyeben,  igy  tobbek  kozott  Sarospatakon  mar  1 944. 
majus  vegen  megkezdodott.  Fiizessery  Sandor  foszolgabiro  1944.  majus 


24-i,  Bornemissza  alispanhoz  intezett 


k 4 


siirgos”  jelzesu  felterjeszteseben 


kozolte:  a zsido  lakasok  igenybevetelerol  szolo  kormanyrendelet,  mely 
1944.  aprilis  28-an  jelent  meg  a hivatalos  lapban,  eloirta,  hogy  az 
igenybevett  zsido  lakasok  tulajdonosainak  ki  kell  kezbesiteni  az  igenybe- 
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legnagyobb  reszet  is  ott  kellett  hagyni,  igy  a zsidok  minden 
vagyontargyukat  elveszitve  mentek  be  a gettoba,  Satoraljaujhelyen  es 

Kozbevetoleg:  a 6163-1944.  sz.  beliigyminiszteriumi  rendelet  semmifele 
jogalappal  nem  rendelkezett  — sem  a zsidok  gyujtotaborokba  valo 
szallit^ra,  sem  ingo  vagyonuk  elkobzasara.  Karpataljan  es  az  eszak- 
keleti  teriileteken,  igy  Zemplen  varmegyeben  a kozigazgatas  vezetoi, 
alispanok,  a polgarmesterek,  a foszolgabirok,  a jegyzok,  kik  egyebkent  oly 
felto  pontossaggal  ragaszkodtak  a torvenyekhez,  rendeletekhez,  1944. 
aprilis  kozepetol,  szinte  egyik  pillanatrol  a masikra,  minden  aggalyukat 
sutba  dobtak  a zsidokat  sujto,  diszkriminacios  rendelkezesek  vegre- 
hajt^nal. 

Igaz:  akadtak  kivetelek,  de  nem  Zemplenben... 

A zsido  ertekek  “orizetbevetele”  olyannyira  eredmenyes  volt,  hoy 
1944.  aprilis  20-an  Meggyesi  kiralyi  iigyesz  kenytelen  volt  arra  kerni 
Zemplen  varmegye  alispanjat,  hogy  haladektelen  utasitsa,  tavbeszelon,  az 
alarendelt  kozsegi  eloljarosagokat  es  a varosok  polgarmestereit:  “A 
zsidoktol  orizetbevett  ertekeknek  a munkacsi  kozpontba  valo  beszallitasat 
a tovabbi  utasitasig  fliggesszek  fel.  A munkacsi  kozpontban  nehany  napig 
az  eddig  atvett  ertekek  rendezese  es  tovabbi tasa  tortenik.”^^ 

A sarospataki  foszolgabiro  1944.  aprilis  22-en  az  alsipan  utasitasara 
valaszolva  jelentette: 

“Sarospatak  a zsidoktol  elvett  ertekeket  az  alispan  lir  tavirati  ren- 
deletenek  vetele  elott  mar  beszallitotta  Munkacsra... 

...Tiszakarad  kozsegben  lefoglalt  nehany  ekszert  es  9.789  P 38  fillert  az 
eloljarosag  mar  bekiildte  Munkacsra.  Az  itt  lefoglalt  keszpenzbol  osszesen 
8.657  P 67  f.  es  az  elarverezett  allatokbol  8.175  P 65  f — 16.833  P 32  f 
folyt  be,  ebbol  7.043  P 94  filler  koztartozasokban  szamoltatott  el... 

...  Bodroghalom  kozsegbol  az  illetekes  csendorors  2.4339  66  P.  66 
fillert  Tiszakaradra  vitt  at  es  azt  atadta  a tiszakaradi  eloljarosagnak,  mely 
osszegbol  a koztartozasok  levonasa  utan  maradt  osszeget  Tiszakarad  mar 
elkuldte  Munkacsra.  Ez  benne  van  a Tiszakaradnal  emlitett  osszegben!! 
(A  ket  felkialtojel  az  eredeti  szovegben  van  — K.E.)  Meg  nehany  ekszer 
var  a bodroghalmi  kozsegi  bironal  elszallitasra.... 

...A  vegardoi  korjegyzosegnel  par  ekszer  volt,  de  azt  a satoraljaiijhelyi 
csendorors  eljaro  orse  bevitte  az  orsre.  A hercegkuti,  bodrogolaszi  es 
vamosujfalui  jegyzosegeken  nem  volt  ertek  atvetel.”  i? 

E jelentes  egyreszt  mutatja,  mily  nagy  gyorsasaggal,  lendiilettel 
hajtottak  vegre  az  illetekes  polgari  es  csendori  szervek  a zsido  ertekek 
“orizetbevetelef ’,  masrezt  azt,  hogy  a helyi  szervek  — felsobb,  kormany- 
zati  intezkedesre  nem  varva  — megkezdtek  az  el  nem  szdlUtott  zsido 
javak  kdzul  az  dllatok  eldrverezeset,  feltehetoen  attol  a meggondolastol 
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felkutat^ban  azoknak  segedkeznek.’’ 

A jelentes  szerint  oltoanyagra  nines  sziikseg,  miutan  negy  ewel  ezelott 
“a  torvenyhatosag  osszes  nepessege  tifusz  vedoolt^ban  reszesiilt”, 
gyogyszer  is  van  elegendo  a helybeli  gyogyszertarakban,  de  hiany  mutat- 
kozik  meszben,  tiizeloanyagban,  e tekintetben  a sziiks^ges  intezkedeseket 
megtettek.  ** 

Egyebkent  a satoraljaiijhelyi  gettoban  a bodrogkozi  jaras  fertotlenito- 
gepet  vettek  igenybe  a fertotlenitesi  munkalatokra  — 1944.  aprilis  22-t61 
majus  22-ig.  Dr.  Sziklay  satoraljaiijhelyi  tiszti  foorvos  a fertotlenitogep 
szallitasaert  1 20  pengot  utaltatott  ki  a kiralyhelmeczi  eloljarosagnak,  rnig 
Aranyos  Andr^  satoraljaiijhelyi  egeszsegor  30  napi  munkaert  200,  Orosz 
Istvan  kiralyhelmeczi  egeszsegor  pedig  10  napi  munk^rt  90  pengo 
munkadijat  kapott.  *2 

A Beliigyminiszteriumnak  gondja  volt  tovabba  a zsido  elmebetegekre 
is,  amennyiben  1944.  aprilis  20-an  rendeletet  adott  ki,  mely  szerint  a 
kozkorhazak  elmeosztalyain  esupan  azok  a betegek  apolhatok,  akik  koz- 
veszelyessegiik  kovetkezteben  feltetlenul  zart  elhelyezest  kivannak,  a tob- 
bieket,  az  lin.  csaladi  apolasra  kihelyezheto  elmebetegekt  “a  telepitesi 
helyeken  kell  az  idevonatkozo  rendelkezesek  szerint  csaladi  apolasban  tar- 
tani.”  Egyszeni  nyelvre  leforditva:  a nem  kozveszelyes  elmebetegeket  a 
gettoban  kell  csaladi  apol^ban  reszesiteni... 

Ezen  egeszsegiigyi  rendeletek  kiad^val  egyidoben,  sot  a Satoralja- 
lijhelyen  kiviil  fekvo  varosokban  es  kozsegekben  azokat  megelozve  vegre- 
hajtottak  a zempleni  zsidok  ertekeinek  “orizetbevetelet’’  is.  (E  kifejezest  az 
egykori,  eredeti  iratokban  hasznaltak  ama  eljaras  megjelolesere,  melynek 
soran  a zsidonak  minosiilo  magyar  allampolgarokat  megfosztottak  min- 
den  ingo  vagyonuktol.)  Az  ertekek  “orizetbevetelere”  alapot  a fentebb 
mar  emlitett  1944.  aprilis  7-i  “bizalmas”  jelzesii  belugyminiszteriumi  ren- 
delet  szolgaltatott,  amikor  is  kimondta:  “Az  elszallitando  zsidok  esak  a 
rajtuk  levo  ruhdzatot,  legfeljebb  ket  valtas  fehernemut  es  fejenketnt  14 
napi  elelmet,  tovabba  legfeljebb  50  kg-os  poggydszt,  amelyben  az 
dgynemuek,  takarok,  matracok  sulya  bennfoglaltatnak  (sic!)  vihetnek 
magukkal.  Penzt,  ekszereket,  arany-  es  mds  ertektdrgyakat  nem/' 
(Kiemeles  az  eredetiben  — K.E.) 

A kozigazgatasi  apparatus,  de  mindenekelott  a csendorseg  konyor- 
teleniil  vegrehajtotta  a rabizott  feladatot:  a kozepkori  inkviziciot  feliilmiilo 
kegyetlen  vallatasokkal  kenyszeritettek  a mar  sarga  csillaggal 
megbelyegzett,  fizikailag  megtort,  lelkileg  magalazott  zsidokat  minden 
penziik,  arany-  es  ezlistekszereik  — beleertve  a jegygyuruket  is  — 
valamint  szonyegeik,  kepeik  kiszolgaltat^ra,  atadasara. 

Minthogy  pedig  az  50  kg-os  poggyaszba  termeszetesen  egyaltalan  nem 
fert  bele  a biitor,a  konyhai  felszereles,  de  a fehernemu  es  a ruhazat 
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Tanacs  felel,  — tegyiik  hozza:  azt  a Zsido  Tanacsot  tette  felelosse,  mely 
ugyszolvan  semmifele  anyagi  eszkozzel  nem  rendelkezett,  melvet  a helvi 
kozigazgat^i  szervek  neveztek  ki:  elnoke  dr.  Rosenberg  Lajos  Kazinczy 
utca  2.  sz.  alatt  lako  iigyved,  elnokhelyettese  dr.  Gliick  Sandor  lett,  tagjai 
pedig  Eisenberger  Samuel,  Szamet  Henrik  es  Szofer  Mor  voltak. 

Mit  tehetett  a Zsido  Tanacs?  1944.  aprilis  22-en  beadvanyt  intezett 
Varo  polgarmesterhez  es  alispani  rendelet  vegrehajtasara  300  q szen,  1 00 
q mesz,  200  q szalma  es  a “cca  8000  fo  betelepitett  zsido  reszere  moso-  es 
mosdoszappanok  a Zsido  Tanacs  reszere  valo  kiutalasat”  kerte. 

Aprilis  24-en  magasrangu,  elokelo  latogatoja  volt  a gettonak:  ‘Vitez 
Endre  Laszlo  beliigyi  allamtitkar  Ur  szemelyesen  vegignezett  a Karoly  ut- 
cai  zsido  fiirdo  es  zsinagoga  kornyeken  egy  par  zsido  tomegszallast.’' 

Endre  allamtitkar  nem  nagyon  lehetett  elragadtatva  a latottaktol, 
nyilvan  tartott  egy  esetleges  jarvany  atterjedesetol  a varos  tobbi  reszere, 
ezert  siirgos  jelentest  kert  a kovetkezo  kerdesekre; 

‘H.  A jarvany  megelozese  szempontjabol  milyen  intezkedesek  lettek 
megteve?? 

2.  Milyen  orvosletszam,  egeszsegiigyi,  apolonoletszam  tudja  ellatni  az 
egeszsagugyi  szolgalatot  es  hogyan  lehet  ezt  a letszamot  biztositani? 

3.  Miben  van  hiany?  (orvos,  gyogyszer,  mesz,  oltoanyag  stb.)’’ 


Dr.  Azary-Prihoda  Jozsef  fojegyzo,  ki  egyebkent  Varo  Indar  polgar- 
mester  helyettese  volt,  az  Endre- latogatasrol  keszitett  feljegyzes  vegen 
javasolta,  bogy  talan  Jo  lenne  megemliteni,  bogy  kivdnatos  volna  a zsidok 
mielobbi  tovdbbszdllitdsa  es  mdshol  valo  elhelyezese,  mert  a varos  keresz- 
teny  lakossagara  is  veszellyel  jar  ez  az  osszezsiifolt  allapot.”  (Kiemeles 
tolem  — K.E.) 

Bornemissza  alispan  barom  nap  multaval,  aprilis  27-en  kiildte  meg 
jelenteset  a Beliigyminiszteriumnak,  — a jelentesbez  csatolta  aprilis  20-i 
rendeletet  (ezt  elobb  mar  ismertettiik),  majd  kozolte:  ‘‘Az  egeszsegiigyi 
szolgalatot  a batosagi  orvosok,  a magyar  kiralyi  tiszti  foorvos,  a magyar 
kiralyi  tiszti  orvos  es  a ket  varosi  orvos  feliigyelete  es  ellenorzese  mellett  a 
belybeli  zsido  korbaz  szemelyzete,  (ket  foorvos  es  egy  alorvos),  valamint  a 
zsido  korbazboz  csatlakozo  es  annak  kiboviteset  kepezo  reszben  miikodo 
ket  zsido  orvos  es  a 12  korzetre  osztott  zsidonegyedben  szolgalatot 
teljesito  12  (6  belybeli  es  6 ideszallitott  videki)  zsido  orvos  latja  el. 

A zsidokorbazban  1 5 bivatasos  apolono  miikodik,  annak  ket 
fioktelepen  (az  idiilt  fertozobetegek  es  elmebetegek  — beveny  fertozo- 
betegek  reszere)  pedig  az  intelligensebb  zsidonokbol  kivalasztott  40-40 
apolonobol  szervezett  egeszsegiigyi  szemelyzet  is  biztositva  van. 

A korzetekben  (rayonokban)  miikodo  12  orvos  melle  ezenfeliil  egy- 
egy  apolono  van  beosztva,  akik  az  elosdiekkel  fertozott  egyenek 


93 


mint  kesobb  latni  fogjuk,  hiaba  volt  utana  mar  barmifele  megannyira 
jogos  feliilvizsgalati  kerelem,  a gettobol  senkit  nem  engedtek  vissza 
eredeti  lakohelyere. 

A rendkivul  szuk  teriileten  osszezsufolt,  mintegy  10-11  ezer  fore  teheto 
tomeg  joresze,  kiilonosen  a videkrol  bekoltoztetettek,  nemcsak  az  alapveto 
elelmiszerekben,  de  a legsziiksegesebb  tisztalkodasi  eszkozokben  is  hianyt 
szenvedtek.  Azt  sem  szabad  figyelmen  kiviil  hagyni,  hogy  a gettonak 
kijelolt  hazakban  ennyi  ember  szamara  teljesseggel  lehetetlen  volt  a 
minimalis  higieniai  felteteleket  biztositani:  a gyer  vizvezetek-  es  csatorna- 
halozat  igen  erosen  korlatozta  a tisztalkodasi  lehetosegeket.  Igy  ertheto, 
hogy  Zemplen  varmegye  alispanja  mar  1944.  aprilis  20-an  szigoni  egesz- 
segiigyi  rendszabalyokat  rendelt  el  “az  erdekelt  lakossag  feregtelenitese  es 
esetleges  jarvanyok  megelozese  erdekeben,  valamint  a zsidok  lako- 
helyisegeinek  egeszsegiigyi  ellat^  celjabol.”  8 

firdemes  emlitesre,  hogy  az  alispani  rendelet  igy  kezdodott:  “Zemplen 
varmegye  zsidofajii  lakossaganak  Satoraljaiijhely  megyei  varosba  elren- 
delt  ideiglenes  betelepitesevel  kapcsolatban...  az  alabbiak  szerint  ren- 
delkezem."  (Kiemeles  tolem  - — ^K.E.)  Tekintettel  arra,  hogy  e 
veghatarozatot,  vagy  maskeppen  rendeletet  az  erdekelt  zsido  vezetok  is 
megkaptak  — vegrehajtas  celjabol,  sok  ketsegiik  nem  maradhatott  a jovot 
illetoen... 

A rendelet  I.  fejezetenek  fontosabb  eloirasai: 

1.  ,,Az  osszes  zsido  lakossag  fergessegre  es  betegsegre  egyenenkent 
haladektalanul  atvizsgalando.  A vizsgalatot  a Zsido  Tanacs  altal  megalla- 
pitott  rayonok  szerint  a helybeli  zsido  orvosok  kotelesek  elvegezni... 

2.  Az  elosdiekkel  (tetu,  poloska  stb.)  fertozott  egyenek  fertotleniteset 
haladektalanul  meg  kell  kezdeni...  Erre  a celra  a varosi  stabil 
fertotlenitogep,  sziikseg  eseten  a satoraljaiijhelyi  jarasi  gozfertotle- 
nitogep  is  igenybeveheto. 

3.  Mindket  helybeli  ritualis  fiirdo  a fertotlenites  es  tisztalkodas  celjara 
azonnal  uzembehelyezendo  es  allandoan  iizemben  tartando  avegett,  hogy 
a zsido  lakossag  minden  tagja  a lehetosegekhez  kepest  havonta  egyszer 
(sic!!)  lijra  is  tisztasagi  fiirdot  kaphasson.” 

A II.  fejezet  az  “arnyekszekek  (latrinak)  letesitese”  — , a III.  fejezet  “a 
betegek  korhazi  apol^  es  elkiilonitese”  felol  rendelkezett.  Ez  utobbi 
fejezet  1.  pontja  arra  utasitotta  a Zsido  Tanacsot,  hogy  a Sziget  u.  15.  sz. 
alatt  mukodo  zsidokorhazat  80  agyra  bovitsek  ki,  letesitsenek  ket 
“fioktelepet”,  espedig  “a  Rakoczi  liton  18.  sz.  alatt  levo  un.  status  quo 
iskola  es  a Karolyi  utcaban  levo  m^ik  zsido  iskola  igenybevetelevel,”  — 
kiilon  az  idiilt  es  kiilon  a heveny  fertozobetegek  szamara.  9 

Bornemissza  alispan  rendelete  szerint  az  ovorendszabalyok 
maradektalan  teljesiteseert  minden  vonatkozasban  a helybeli  Zsido 
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Ettol  a kozigazgatasi  apparatustol  a satoraljaiijhelyi  zsidok  kritikus 
idokben  semmi  jot  nem  varhattak. 

Az  ligy  befejezese:  Az  alispan,  a tdrvenyes  eloirasoknak  megfeleloen, 
az  iratokat  felterjesztette  a Kereskedelmi  es  Kdzlekedesiigyi 
Miniszteriumba,  amely  a feliilvizsgalati  kerelmet  elutasitotta.  A 
veghatarozat  datuma:  1944.  majus  6. ..(!!)  5 
A karpataljai  zsidokat  — a kassai  nemet  SS  parancsnok  kivansagara  (a 
kifejezes  szerepel  az  eredeti  iratban)  — mar  aprilis  2.  es  6.  kozott  akartak 
gyujtotaborokba  tomoriteni,  majd  feltehetoen  rovidesen  sor  keriilt  volna 
deportalasukra  is.  De  az  1 . magyar  hadsereg  parancsnoka,  Lakatos  Geza 
vezerezredes  nem  jarult  hozza  a karpataljai  zsidoknak  a varosokba  torteno 
osszegyujtesehez  — persze  nem  humanitarius  meggondolasbol,  hanem 
egyszeruen  azert,  mert  attol  tartott,  bogy  “a  zsidok  kitelepitese  siilyosan 
zavarna  a hadsereg  folyamatban  levo  felvonulasat.”  6 
(Egyebkent  az  1.  magyar  hadsereg  offenzivaja  Kolomea  tersegeben 
1944.  aprilis  15-en  indult  meg,  majd  sulyos  vesztesegek  utan  a had- 
seregparancsnoksag  kenytelen  volt  a tamadast  leallitani.) 

Maradt  tehat  az  a “menetrend”,  amelyet  az  eprilis  7-i  bizalmas  jelzesu 
belugyminiszteriumi  rendelet  iranyzott  elo:  aprilis  12-en  Munkacson 
Ferenczy  csendoralezredes  es  Meggyesi  kiralyi  iigyesz  ertekezletet  tartott  a 
kassai  csendorkeriilet  parancsnokai  reszere;  az  utasitas  lenyege  az  volt, 
hogy  Karpataljan  az  aprilis  16-at61  szamitott  egy  heten  beliil  az  osszes 
zsidok  osszegyujtendok,  hasonlo  eljarast  kell  alkalmazni  a zempleni 
zsidokkal  szemben  is.  7 

A kijelolt  csendoralakulatok  egy  nappal  elobb,  1944.  aprilis  15-en 
hajnalban  kezdtek  meg  az  akciot,  — Magyarorszagon  igy  elsonek  az 
eszakkeleti  hatarsav  zsido  lakossagat  hurcoltak  gyujtotaborokba,  — a 
karpataljaiakat  Ungvarra,  Munkacsra,  Beregszaszra,  Husztra,  Mateszal- 
kara,  a zemplenieket  Satoraljaiijhelyre.  (Par  nappal  kesobb  a delnyugati 
hatarsavban  elo  zsidokat  a nagykanizsai  taborban  gyujtottek  dssze,  oket 
deportaltak  eloszor  — Auschwitzba,  mar  aprilis  vegen.) 

Satoraljaiijhelyen  a ronyvaparti  ciganytelepen  es  kornyeken  jeloltek  ki 
a getto  helyet,  a Rakoczi-,  Virag-,  Sziget-,  Vorosmarty-,  Zarda-, 
Meszaros-,  Molnar-,  Szechenyi-Wolkenstein , Apponyi-,  Arpad-, 
Kisfaludy-,  Kolcsey-,  Zapolya-  es  Munkacsy  utcak  hazaiban.  8 

A gettoba  paratlan  gyorsasaggal,  negy  nap  alatt  bekoltoztettek 
Satoraljaujhely  es  a varmegye  zsido  lakoit  — korra,  nemre,  egeszsegi 
allapotra  valo  tekintet  nelkiil.  A zsidok  osszeszedeset  — ezt  a kifejezest 
talaljuk  az  egykori,  eredeti  hatosagi  iratokban  — a csendorseg  maradek- 
talanul  igyekezett  vegrehajtani:  nem  hagytak  meg  lakohelyiikon  meg 
azokat  sem,  akik  pedig  sem  az  1939:  IV.tc.,  a II.  zsidotorveny,  sem  az 
1941:  XV.  tc,  a fajvedelmi  torveny  alapjan  nem  minosiiltek  zsidonak,  es 
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csendoralezredes  es  Meggyesi  kir.  iigyesz  reszvetelevel.  Vegrehajto 
bizottsagok  lesznek  Ungvaron,  Nagyszolloson,  Huszton  es  a Karpataljan 
kivuleso  varosokban.”  3 

A Beliigyminiszteriumban  1944.  aprilis  7-i  keltezessel  elkeszitettek  es 
kiadtak  a 6163-1944.  szamii  rendeletet,  mely  a kovetkezo  “szereny” 
targymegjelolest  kapta:  “Zsidok  lakohelyenek  kijelolese,”  de  a rendelet 
elso  mondata  igy  szolt:  ,,A  magyar  kiralyi  kormdny  az  orszagot  rovid 
idon  beliil  megtisztitja  a zsidoktol.”  ^ Tehat:  nem  lakohelykijelolesrol, 
hanem  deportal^rol  intezkedett  a rendelet. 

Zemplen  varmegye  a VIII.,  kassai  csendorkeriilet  hataskorebe  tartozott 
— Karpataljaval  egyiitt,  es  ez  donto  mertekben  befolyasolta  zsido 
lakossaganak  sorsat. 

Satoraljaujhely  varosaban  1 940-ben  4,960  volt  a zsidok  lelekszama,  az 
1949.  evi  hitkozsegi  adatfelvetel  mindossze  360  zsidot  talalt  a varosban. 
Hasonlo  volt  a helyzet  zempleni  hitkozsegekben  is. 

E dobbenetes  tragedia  tortenetehez  hivan  tenyeket  es  adatokat 
szolgaltatni  e rovid  tanulmany. 


* * * 


Satoraljaujhely  zsido  polgarai  mar  1944.  marcius  19-e  elott  sem 
erezhettek  magukat  egyenjogiiaknak  nem  zsido  polgartarsaikkal,  — a 
varosi  kozigazgat^  nem  ritkan  hozott  veliik  szemben  diszkriminacios, 
hatranyos  kdvetkezmenyekkel  jaro  intezkedest.  Csak  egyetlen  pelda: 
1 944.  januar  elso  napjaiban  (a  pontos  datum  nem  deriil  ki  az  iratokbol) 
Blumenfeld  Jeno  es  107  tarsa  bejelentette  a varos  polgarmesterenek,  hogy 
szombatokon,  illetve  iinnepnapokon  az  uzleteiket  zarva  fogjak  tartani.  (A 
bejelentesre  a Kereskedelmi  es  Kozlekedesiigyi  Miniszterium  rende- 
lete  szolgaltatott  jogalapot.) 

Dr.  Varo  Indar  polgarmester  a bejelentest  1944.  januar  10-i 
hatarozataval  nem  vette  tudom;^ul. 

A veghatarozat  ellen  Blumenfeld  Jeno  a maga  es  kereskedotarsai 
neveben  a torvenyes  hataridon  beliil  fellebbezessel  elt,  amelyben  azt  adta 
elo,  hogy  “ok  valamennyien  szombati  napot  betarto  zsidok  s igy  vall^uk 
rendelkezesei  folytan  reajuk  nezve  elharithatatlan  akadalyt  jelent  szombati 
napon,  illetve  iinnepnapokon  iizleteiknek  nyitva  valo  tartasa,  — a 
jogszabalyok  pedig  ezen  elharithatatlan  akadaly  eseteben  az  iizlet  nyitva- 
tart^t  nem  teszik  kotelezove.” 

A fellebbezest  Bornemissza  Miklos  alispan  1 944.  januar  24-en  elutasi- 
totta  mivel  “a  fellebbezok  fellebbezesiikben  olyan  alapos  bizonyitekokat, 
vagy  indokokat,  melyek  az  I.  fokii  veghatarozat  megvaltoztatasara  okul 
szolgalhattak  volna,  fel  nem  hoztak.” 
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X.  T^nyek  adataok 
a sdtoraljaujhelyi  gett6  tort^net^hez 

Dr.  Karsai  Elek 


Magyarorszagot  1944.  marcius  19-en  megszalltak  a Wehrmacht  es  az 
SS  fegyveres  alakulatai  — Horthy  kormanyzo  es  Hitler  kancellar  marcius 
1 8-i  megegyezese  alapjan.  Horthy  meg  a Turan  kulonvonatrol  — vissza- 
teroben  Klessheimbol  — parancsot  adott  a magyar  fegyveres  eroknek,  a 
honvedsegnek,  a csendorsegnek  es  a rendorsegnek,  hogy  a bevonulo, 
megszallo  nemet  csapatokat  baratokkent  kell  fogadni. 

Harom  nap  miilva,  marcius  22-en  hivatalos  kozles  adta  tudtul  az 
orszag  lakossaganak:  a kormanyzo  felmentette  a Kallay-kormanyt,  az  lij 
kormany  miniszterelnokenek  Sztojay  Dome  berlini  magyar  kovetet 
nevezte  ki. 


A nemet  megszallo  csapatokkal  egyiitt  erkeztek  az  SS  es  a Gestapo 
kulonleges  alakulatai  es  elobb  sajat  maguk,  majd  nagyon  rovid  idon  beliil 
a magyar  kozigazgatasi  es  fegyveres  karhatalmi  erok  tevekeny 
kozremukodesevel  megkezdtek  terrorakcioikat:  elore  elkeszitett  listak 
alapjan  letartoztattak  az  ismert  naciellenes  politikusokat,  lijsagirokat, 
kozeleti  szemelyisegeket  — es  egyiittal,  ezzel  egyidoben  zsidoellenes 
intezkedeseket  is  foganatositottak:  megakadalyoztak  a zsidok  elutazasat 
lakohelyiikrol,  egyes  helyeken  pedig  kozvetleniil  maguk  adtak  utasitast  a 
hitkozsegek  vezetoinek  a hivok  lajstrombavetelere,  nevsoranak 
osszeallitasara  — korra,  nemre  valo  tekintet  nelkiil.  • 

fgy  1 944.  marcius  1 9-en  es  a kovetkezo  napokban  szertefoszlott  az  az 
illiizio,  — mely  mely  gybkeret  vert  a magyarorszagi  zsidosag  tobbsegeben 
— az,  hogy  az  itt  elo  zsidok  nem  jutnak  a tobbi  europai  orszag  zsidoinak 
sorsara. 


A Sztojai-kormany  1944.  marcius  29-i  minisztertanacsa  egesz  sor 
zsidoellenes,  diszkriminacios  rendeletet  hozott,  — a legsiilyosabb  a sarga 
csillag  viselesenek  kotelezettsege  volt,  e rendelettel  megkezdodott  a zsidok 


elkiilonitese  a lakossag  tobbi  reszetol,  es  ez  mar  elorevetette  arnyekat  a 


fenyegeto,  kiszamithato  tragikus  esemenyeknek.  2 

Aprilis  5-en  lepett  eletbe  a sarga  csillag  viseleserol  szolo  rendelet,  de 
mar  ket  nappal  kesobb,  aprilis  7-en  Baky  Laszlo  beliigyminiszteriumi 
allamtitkar  egy  szukkoru  ertekezleten,  melyen  resztvett  a kassai  csendor- 
keriilet  parancsnoka,  tobb  csendor-  es  rendortiszt,  valamint  Karpatalja 
kormanyzo  biztosanak  helyettese,  kozolte:  ,,A  kassai  csendorkeriilet 
teriileterol  a zsidok  a kozeljovoben  ki  lesznek  telepitve.  Ennek 
keresztiilvitelere  Munkacson  lesz  egy  nemet  torzs  Ferenczy 
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jenek.  Az  a hir  jarta,  hogy  Kassan  atadjak  oket  a nemeteknek.  Es  igy  is 
tortent.  Ez  az  utolso  transzport  Ujhelybol  hetfon,  junius  5-en  erkezett 
Auschwitzba.  57 

^ 

Auschwitz  volt  az  utolso  allom^  Ujhely  es  Zemplenmegye  legtobb 
zsidojanak.  Nagyon  kevesen  maradtak  belollik  eletben,  csak  nehany 
szazan.  A varos  tiilnyomo  tobbsegenek  ellenseges  kozonye  kozt  hurcoltak 
el  a zsidokat  erre  a tomegvesztohelyre.  Haromszaz  eves  egyiittlet  ert  igy 
tragikus  vegehez. 

Lehet,  hogy  maradt  meg  egynehany  zido  Zemplen  foldjen.  Az  egykor 
viragzo  kozsegek  emleket  ma  mar  nem  zsinagogak  es  tanhazak  orzik, 
hanem  csak  a temetok,  ahol  a 40-es  evek  zsidoi  mar  nem  temetkezhettek 
el,  mert  fiistbe  szalltak  es  halo  poraik  Auschwitz  mezoin  szorodtak  szet 
Egy-cgy  emlektablat  allitottak  fel  Ujhely,  Mad  es  Bodrogkeresztiir  zsido 
temetoiben  felidezve  az  egykor  ott  eltek  emleket.  Ezeket  a temetoket  lijab- 
ban  “emlekkertek”-kent  ismertek  el.  A tatarozas  es  helyreallitas  a 
Magyarorszag  hatarain  tiil  elo  volt  zempleniek  aldozatkeszseg^nek  az 
eredmenye.  A magyar  allam  nem  volt  reszese  e kegyeletes  aktusnak  es 
ahhoz  anyagilag  nem  jarult  hozza,  59  pedig  ez  nemi  engeszteles  lehetett 
volna  a vilagtortenelem  pelda  nelkul  alio  tett^rt. 

* JAKOV  GAT: 

EJI  UTAZAS 


Azok  a vonatok 

De  csak  az  eter  hullamai 

meg  ott  zakatolnak 

kavarjak  az  ejben 

dobbent  ejszakaimban. 

egy  haldoklo  madrigal 

Azok  a vagonok 

enyeszo  cafatait 

robognak  velem 

valami  ajtatoskodo 

ejrol-ejre 

templomi  orgonan. 

ugyanazon 

Es  csak  a csond 

a csontokkal  beszort 

Sehol  egy  jotet  lelek. 

sargolyon 

Csak  a vagon 

melynek  minden  utja 

diiborog  veg  nelkul 

vas-ut. 

csikosingu  arnyakkal  tele 

Es  a bedeszkazott  vagon 

a fulladt  ejszakaban. 

hasadekain  at 

Se  foldi  hang, 

kemlelem  egyre 

se  egi  szozat, 

Isten  arcat 

csak  kerekek  monoton  kattogasa 

hatha  megjelenik  meg 

teuton-iitemre  esattogasa. 

mint  nagyapam  area 

Jegge  dermedt  csond 

a talesz  rejtekebol 

fagyasztja  meg 

mig  felharsan  a sofar 

a sohajokat. 

zaroakkordul 

iinnepek  zartan 

vagonok  zartan. 

88 


* A /coZtd  sdrospataki  szilletesu  ( azelott  Griin  Ldszlo),  ma  Izrdelben 
el  es  alkot. 


vittek  oket.  Az  utcak  iiresek,  az  ablakok  lefuggbnyozottek  voltak.  A varos 
lakoi  nem  akartak  tudomast  venni  az  elottlik  lejatszodo  borzalmas 
szinjatekrol.  Az  allomason  vagonokba  szallitottak  a jo  reszt  asszonyokbol, 
oregekbol  es  gyerekekbol  alio  embertomeget,  60-70-et  egy  marhavagonba 
es  rovid  ido  multan  eszak  fele  indult  rakomanyaval  a hosszii  szerelveny. 

Az  ottmaradottak  szamara  tovabb  folyt  az  elet  a gettoban.  Korhazat  es 
dregotthont  allitottak  fel  es  ez  utobbiban  nyertek  elhelyezest  a varos  rab- 
bijai  is. 

Majus  22-en  estefele  a zsido  rendordk  3,500  embert  szedtek  ossze 
felsobb  utasitasra.  Azt  mondtak,  bogy  gyari  munkara  viszik  oket. 
Ugyanabban  a templomban  gyujtdttek  a szerencsetleneket,  ahova  az  elso 
csoportot  hurcoltak,  majd  az  allomasra  vittek  es  innen  a vonat  szinten 
eszak  fele  indult. 

Eleinte  az  osszes  templomok,  tanhazak  es  ritualis  fiirdok  a getto 
keritesen  belul  voltak.  Ahogy  a transzportokat  inditottak,  oly  mertekben 
szukitettek  a zart  negyedet.  Az  imacsoportok  mar  maganhazakban 
gyultek  egybe,  miutan  a zsinagogak  a getton  kivulre  keriiltek.  A holtakat 
csak  ot  ember  kiserhette  el  a temetobe  a vegtisztesseg  megadasara. 

Majus  25-en  a templomba  szallitottak  at  az  osszes  zsido  internaltakat. 
Ezeket  es  a nem  dolgozokat  mintegy  4000-et,  vagonokba  szallitottak  nemi 
elelmiszerrel  a kezlikben.  Ez  a deportalt  csoport  punkosd  eloestejen 
erkezett  Auschwitzba. 

Junius  1-en,  csutortokon,  azt  az  utasitast  kozoltek  a getto  maradek 
lakoi val,  bogy  szombat  reggel  nyolc  orakor  az  Arpad  utcan  gyiilekez- 
zenek  es  onnan  munkataborba  fogjak  vinni  oket.  Penteken  egy  csoport 
ferfi  csendorkiserettel  egybegyujtdtte  a templomokbol  a Toratekercseket 
es  Szamet  Amsel  bazaba  vittek  a Karolyi  utcan.  Az  a bir  terjedt  el,  bogy  a 
tekercseket  Svajcba  kiildik. 

Junius  3-an,  szombat  napjanak  bajnalan,  nagy  siirges-forg^ra  ebred- 
tek.  Csendorok  tortek  a getto  teriiletere  es  bajtottak  ki  az  embereket 
szobaikbol.  Hamerman  Jozsef  bazaban  osszetuzesre  keriilt  sor.  Egy 
csendor  puskatussal  oldalba  vagta  a csaladapat;  egyik  fia  erre  ratamadt  a 
csendorre,  arcul  vagta  es  nyomaban  az  egesz  csalad  ellenszegiilt. 
Eroszakkal  kellett  kiburcolni  valamennyiuket  es  az  liton  a gyujtobelyre 
kegyetleniil  vertek  oket.  Ebben  a csoportban  alapos  kutatast  rendeztek  az 
asszonyoknal.  Mivel  a szerencsetlenek  folyton  csak  azt  bangoztattak, 
bogy  mar  mindenuket  elvettek,  irgalmatlanul  csepeltek  oket  gumibottal. 
A ferfiakat  is  vallattak,  agyba-fobe  verve,  de  kivaltkepp  a talpukat  vertek. 
Megverten  es  megalazottan  burcoltak  ezt  a csoportot  a rendordk  sorfala 
kdzt  a vonatboz  es  70-80  embert  zsufoltak  minden  vagonba.  A vonat 
vasarnap  delig  az  allomason  vesztegelt.  Ekkor  kinyitottak  az  ajtokat  es  1 5 
ferfit  szedtek  ki,  bogy  a gettdban  maradt  dregekert  es  betegekert  men- 
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reggel  8 oraig.  Korlatoztak  a piacokon  a bevasarl^i  ido  tart^mat  es 
naigydsszcgu  pcnzbirsagot  rottak  ki  rajuk  azonnali  fizctcsrc.  Felallitottak  a 
Zsido  Tanacsot.  A korlatozasok  es  tilalmak  mint  zaporeso  zudultak 
asszonyokra,  oregekre  es  gyermekekre,  mindezek  pedig  ^ orezagos  ren- 
delkezeseken  kiviil,  mint  a sarga  csillag  viselese  stb.  A penzbirsag  befize- 


tesenek  biztosit^ra  tuszokat  vettek  a nemetek  — dr.  Zinnert,  dr. 
Schweigert  es  dr.  Safirt.  Ugy  mondtak  100.000  p.  befizetese  utan  sza- 
badon  engedik  oket.  A fenti  bsszeget  befizettek,  de  a tuszokat  tovabbra  is 
fogva  tartottak. 

Husvet  utolso  napjan  a rendorseg  razziat  tartott,  1 0 zsidot  tertoztatott 
le,  mert  nem  viseltek  sarga  csillagot.  Valamennyiiiket  internaltak.  Egybe- 
hivtak  a Zsido  Tanacsot  es  a polgarmester  es  a rendorkapitany  bejelen- 
tettek  a getto  felallitasat.  Ennek  indoklasakent  a szovjet  hadsereg  kozeled- 
tet  az  orszaghatarhoz  jeloltek  meg  es  ez  esetben  nem  engedheto  meg  a 
zsidoknak  a szabad  mozgas  — mondottak.  Meg  arrol  sz6  esett,  bogy  a 
falvak  zsido  lakossagat  is  a gettoba  szallitjak.  Ezt  a hatarozatot  meg  az 
nap  ejjel  kozoltek  az  illetekesekkel  azonnali  vegrehajtasra. 

Bereckiben,  ebben  az  Ujhellyel  szomszedos  kis  faluban,  elt  ket  zsido, 
kik  ismertek  voltak  nagy  testi  erejukrol.  A csendorok  mincUcettojuket 
letartoztattak,  bogy  ne  allbassanak  ellen  a falu  zsidoinak  elszallitasakor. 
Aprilis  15-en  kezdtek  a falubeli  zsidokat  a varosba  bozni.  Sokan 
ketsegbeesve  sirtak;  azt  bittek,  bogy  azonnal  megolik  oket.  A getto 
szamara  a varos  legelbanyagoltabb  reszet  jeloltek  ki;  colopokkel  es 
keritessel  vettek  koriil.  A kapuban  csendorok,  beliil  pedig  a zsido 
rendorseg  emberei  allottak.  Az  atszallitas  utan,  1944  aprilis  25-en 
bezartak  a gettot.  Zsufoltsag  es  ebseg  volt  a gettoban;  nagyon  szukre 
szabtak  a bev^rlasi  lebetoseget.  Az  elelmiszerellatas  teren  sokat  tett  Katz 
Jesajbu  pekmester,  kinek  iizeme  a veletlen  folytan  a getto  teriileten 
maradt.  A postat  cenzuraztak.  Elelmiszer  csomagot  csak  Budaj^strol 
kiildbettek,  mert  ott  meg  nem  csuktak  gettoba  a zsidokat,  banem  szetezor- 
tan  a varosban  u.n.  “csillagos  bazakban”  laktak.  Ezutan  utasitottak  a 
zsidokat  minden  ertektargyuk  atadasara;  vegiil  pedig  katonai  bizott^g 
erkezett,  mely  besorozott  valamennyi  megmaradt  ferfit  20-40  ev  kozt, 
akar  alkalmasak  voltak  munkara,  akar  nem.  Az  emberek  nem  tudtak,  mi 
tevok  legyenek,  bogy  vajjon  eleget  tegyenek-e  a bebivonak. 

1 944  majus  1 6-an  bajnali  ot  orakor  csendorok  leptek  el  a gettonak  a 
Karolyi  es  Arpad  utcak  kozti  reszet.  Az  embereket  kibajtottak  a 
lakasokbol,  az  anyakat  alvo  gyermekeikkel  karjukon  es  a Karolyi  utcan 
gyujtottek  oket  egybe.  Orman  a Molnar  Istvan  utcara  a statusquo  tem- 
plomba  bajtottaki  mintegy  3,500  ferfit,  not  es  gyereket.  Koztuk  volt  a 35 
tusz  is,  kiket  a nemet  megszallas  elso  napjaiban  tartoztattak  le.  Elvettek 
minden  ingosagukat,  amit  kezben  tartottak  es  delutan  a vasutallom^ra 
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lengyel  hadsereg  maradvanyai  meg  azon  az  oszon  elleptek  Ujhelyt  es  Del- 
Zemplent.  A menekiiltek  kozt  zsidok  is  erkeztek,  azonban  1940-ben  a 
magyar  kormany  mar  valtoztatott  addigi  magatartasan.  Zemplenmegye- 
ben  ket  tabort  allitottak  fel  a menekiiltek  reszere,  az  egyiket  Csor- 
gon,  a rn^ikat  Garanyban.  Ez  utobbi  rovidesen  hirhedt  internalo  tabora 
lett  a zsidoknak. 

Meg  ugyanabban  az  evben  allitottak  fel  az  elso  munkaszolgalatos 
szazadokat,  amelyek  rovidesen  a “Kisegito  szolgalat”  reszeseve  lettek.  A 
zsidok  katonai  szolgalat  helyett  munkaszolgalatra  koteleztettek. 
Magyarorszag  1941  junius  27-en  csatlakozott  a Szovjetunio  elleni 
habonihoz  es  egy  honap  elteltevel  mar  a harmadik  zsido  torvenyt  alkotta 
meg  a parlament  es  ettol  fogva  semmi  sem  allithatta  meg  az  esemenyek 
vegzetes  kifejleset.  Mintegy  20,000  “hontalan”  zsidot  deportaltak  a 
nemetek  meghoditotta  Ukrajnaba  es  koztiik  90-et  Ujhelybol.  Csak 
kevesen  menekiiltek  meg  a Kamenecz  Podolskban  lejatszodott 
verfiirdobol  es  jottek  vissza  Ujhelybe.  55  Ez  volt  az  elso  figyelmezteto  jel. 

A zsido  iQiisagot  munkaszolgalatra  soroztak  be.  Az  egyetemek  kapui 
bezarultak  elottiik.  Aki  meg  katonakoteles  kor  (21)  elott  volt,  az 
igyekezett  ipari  szakmat  tanulni.  Varosban,  faluban  csak  asszonyok, 
gyerekek,  oregek  es  a katonakoteles  koron  aluli  iflak  maradtak.  Zsido 
iizemek  es  vallalatok  vezeteset  keresztenyek  vettek  at  es  a harmadik  zsido 
torveny  kovetkezteben  siilyos  munkanelkiiliseg  allt  be  az  u.n.  “feher- 
galleros’’  dolgozok  koreben. 

1942  tavaszan,  a szlovakiai  zsidok  deportalasakor,  ezrevel  erkeztek 


menekiiltek  Magyarorszagra  es  Ujhelybe  is  eljutottak.  A hatosagok  azon- 
nal  felfigyeltek  rajuk  es  internalassal  fenyegetve  eltiltottak  a helybeli 
zsidoknak,  hogy  befogadjak  oket.  56  Kallay  Miklos  1942  marcius  10-en 
kapta  meg  miniszterelnoki  kinevezeset,  aki  a “hinta-politika’’  dacara  is 
folytatta  a zsidok  kiszoritasat  maradek  gazdasagi  poziciojukbol.  Elvettek 
fbldjeiket,  igy  szoloiket  is,  zsido  nem  vehetett  tobbe  hazat  es  igy  tovabb. 
A szovjet  fronton  szenvedett  nagy  verveszteseg  rmatt  az  idosebb 
korosztalyokat  is  besoroztak  kisegito  munkaszolgalatra.  Ujhely  es  a falvak 
most  mar  teljesen  kiiiriiltek;  nem  volt  benne  zsido  ferfi  es  legtobbjiik 
aldozatul  esett  a magyar  keret  allati  szadizmusanak  es  a front  viszon- 
tagsagainak. 

A miniszterelnok  politikaja,  a front  kozeledese  az  orszaghatarhoz,  az 
olaszorszagi  fejlemenyek  es  vegiil  pedig  a megnemoldott  zsidokerdes 
erleltek  meg  a helyzetet  Magyarorszag  megszallasara  1 944  marcius  1 9-en, 
ami  egyben  a magyarorszagi  zsido  kozosseg  tragediajanak  beteljesiilese  is 


lett. 


A nemet  hadsereg  katonai  a megszall^  harmadnapjan  erkeztek 
Ujhelybe.  Kijarasi  tilalmat  rendeltek  el  a zsidoknak,  d.u.  5 oratol  m^nap 
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oktat^ra.  Ezt  az  intezmenyt  meg  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  idejen 
alapitottak  es  1887  6ta  szoros  kapcsolatban  allott  az  orthodox  iskolaval.  A 
tanit^i  modszer  nem  kovette  a szokasos  korszerinti  osztalybeosztast, 
hanem  a tanulokat  elohaladasukhoz  kepest  osztottak  csoportokba.  Ezek- 
ben  a csoportokban  a heber  olvasastol  egeszen  a talmud-tanulasig  es  a 
kesobbi  rabbinikus  irodalomig  eljutva  folyt  a tanitas.  A novendekeket 
sunin  vizsgaztatta  a rabbi  es  a Talmud- tora  egylet  vezetosege.  E 


hivatalos  intezeten  kiviil  mukodott  meg  a varosban  8 — 10  magan- 
“cheder  ’ is;  egyediilallo  volt  Ujhely  egyik  kulonlegessegenek  szamitva 
Hertz-neni  leany-"chedere  ’ a 20-as  evekben.  Ha  mindezekhez  hozza- 
vessziik  a fentemlitett  ket  nagy  jesivat,  ligy  csodalatos  kep  rajzolodik  ki 
elottiink:  egy  otezer  leleknel  kevesebbet  szamlalo  zsido  kozseg  hallatlan 
erofeszitese  a nepi  hagyomany  tovabborzesere  a legnagyobb  mervii  gaz- 
dasagi  nyomonisag  es  kozigazgatasi  elnyomas  kozepette. 

A 30-as  evek  vegen  mind  a ket  iskola  jelentos  merfoldkohoz  ert.  1937- 


ben  unnepelte  az  orthodox  iskola  50  eves  fennallasat.  Az  esemeny 
alkalmabol  az  igazgato  iinnepi  kiadvanyt  tett  kozze  az  iskola  tortenetevel 
es  a hitkozseg  eloljaroinak  irasaival.  Az  ott  kozolt  statisztikai  adatok 
szerint,  az  1912 — 1937  evekben  4,614  gyerek  tanult  az  intezetben,  Egy 
ewel  kesobb  a Kaesztenbaum  iskola  unnepelte  100  eves  fennallasat.  Az 
1937 — 38-as  tanevben  sok  iinnepseget  es  eloadast  tartottak  a hitkozsegek 
eloljaroi,  a tanulok  es  a vegzettek  reszvetelevel.  A kozponti  unnepseg 
1938  szeptember  1 1-en  zajlott  le  az  iskola  udvaran  a helyi  hatosagok  es 
intezmenyek  kepviseloinek  jelenleteben. 

Gdmbds  Gyula  miniszterelnoki  kinevezese  6ta  (1932)  a magyarorszagi 
zsidok  iigye  kozponti  politikai  kerdesse  lett.  Miniszterelnoksege  alatt 
tettek  meg  az  elso  lepeseket  a zsidoknak  a gazdasagi  eletben  valo 
korlatozasara  es  ewel  egyidejuleg  Magyarorszag  a naci  Nemetorszaghoz 
kozeledett.  Gdmbos  utan  Daranyi  Kalman  lett  a miniszterelnok.  O terjesz- 
tette  a parlament  ele  az  elso  zsido  torveny  javaslatat  (1938  majus)  es  en- 
nek  elfogad^val  20  szazalekra  csokkentettek  a zsidok  aranyat  a szabad- 
foglalkozasiiak,  a kereskedelmi  es  ipari  tisztviselok  kozt.  Mindez  mintegy 
termeszetes  folytatasa  volt  a 20-as  evekben  kezdoddtt  folyamatnak. 

A becsi  dontes  (1938  november  2.)  kovetkezteben  Magyarorszag 
jelentos  teriileteket  kapott  vissza  Csehszlovakiatol.  Megnovekedett 
Zemplenmegye  teriilete  is  es  tJjhely  sem  volt  tobbe  hatarvaros. 
Magyarorszag  a masodik  zsido  torvennyel  (1939  majus  3)  rotta  le  halajat 
Hitlernek.  Ez  a torveny  6 szazalekra  csokkentette  a zsidok  aranyat  az 
orszag  gazdasagi  eleteben.  Eszakzemplen  egy  reszenek  visszacsatolasa, 
1,037  lelekkel  gyarapitotta  a megye  zsido  lakossat,  amely  igy  13,500-ra 


1939  szeptember  1-en  tort  ki  a masodik  vilaghaboni.  A megvert 
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volt  onallo,  bizonyara  a ritualis  koszt  miatt.  1922  januarjaban  a megyei 
korhaz  felmondta  a szerzodeses  kapcsolatot,  erre  a Szentegylet 
elhatarozta,  bogy  onalloan  fogja  a korhazat  vezetni.  Dr.  Zinner  Sandort, 
az  ismert  belgyogyaszt  neveztek  ki  igazgato  foorvosnak  es  Dr.  Szekely 
Laszlo  lett  a sebeszeti  es  nogyogyaszati  osztaly  vezetoje.  A megye  nem 
volt  erdekelt  zsido  korhaz  megnyit^ban  es  az  epiiletet  le  akarta  foglalni 
kiilonbozo  menekiiltek  reszere.  Igy  lett  tehat  siirgos  a korhaz  megnyitasa. 

Az  epiilet  igen  elhanyagolt  allapotban  volt  a biitorzat  teljesen 
tonkrement  es  mindent  elorol  kellett  kezdeni,  de  fokent  beszerezni  a 
hianyzo  orvosi  felszerelest.  A tatarozas  vegeztevel  nagy  sietseggel  nyilt 
meg  a korhaz.  Ket  ev  miilva  mar  kiilonbozo  betegsegelyzokkel  lepett  kap- 


csolatba,  melyek  hajlandok  voltak  a zsido  korhazban  kezeltetni  tagjaikat 
es  koztiik  meg  egy  hatarontiili  csehszlovak  betegsegelyzo  is.  Nemsokara 
dr.  Szekely  Laszlo  lett  az  altalanos  igazgato.  Ez  a kis  korhaz  1 1 ,000 
beteget  apolt  1937-ig  es  mintegy  2000-et  latott  el  ambulanciajan.  A 
betegek  nem  csak  Zemplenbol  es  a kornyezo  megyekbol  kerestek  fel, 
hanem  kiilfoldrol  is,  igy  pi.  az  Egyesiilt  Allamokbol  35  es  Palesztinabol  4. 
A fenti  ido  alatt  20  zsido  es  nem-zsido  orvos  mukodott  a korhazban. 


melyet  sok  kereszteny  reszesitett  elonyben,  bizva  a zsido  orvosok 


szaktudasaban.  48 


1931-t61  kezdodoleg  siilyosbodott  a gazdasagi  valsag,  hitel  es  keszpenz- 
hiany  volt,  ami  foleg  az  onalloak  es  a kiskereskedok  kozt  ereztette  hatasat. 
Csokkent  a kereseti  lehetoseg  es  nagy  volt  a szegenyseg.  A 30-as  eveket  a 
cegtabla  valtozasok  jellemeztek.  Sok  kereskedo  ment  tonkre  es  ezert  a 
cegtablara  felesegiik  nevet  irtak  fel;  a torveny  szerint  ez  uj  tulajdonosnak 
szamitott,  aki  nem  felelos  az  elobbi  tulajdonos  fizeteskeptelensegeert.  Jo- 
humoni  emberek  sohasem  hianyoztak  es  ezek  uj  nevet  adtak  a varosnak 
— Satoraljauhjelyne. 

Minden  trefaban  van  bizonyos  alapigazsag.  A fobb  utcakon  az  iizletek 
tdbbsege  zsidok  kezen  volt  es  ezeket  szombat  es  iinnepnapokon  zarva  tar- 
tottak.  A 20-as  evekben  meg  megengedtek  a szombattarto  boltosoknak, 
hogy  vasarnap  delelott  nyitva  tartsanak,  de  ezt  az  engedmenyt  kesobb 
megvontak  toliik.  A szombat  es  iinnep  meglatszott  a varos  arculatan.  Az 
utcak  megteltek  setalokkal  vagy  a templomokba  sieto  iinneplokkel  es 
koztiik  sok  kaftant  es  streimlt  viselo  chasziddal  — a varos  mintegy 
negyede  zsido  volt.  A hagyomany  szorgos  apolasara  kiterjedt 
iskolahalozat  letesiilt.  A Kaesztenbaum  iskolaban,  melynek  tanuloi  nem 
tanultak  Torat  a koteles  tanrenden  kiviil,  kiszelesitettek  1924-ben  a 
hitoktat^t  heti  hat  orara  a fiiiknak  es  heti  haromra  a lanyoknak.  Az 
elorehaladottak  reszere  Talmud-tora  tanfolyamot  rendeztek 
delutanonkint.  49  Az  orthodox  iskolaban  kiilon  Talmud-tora  allott  fenn  a 


kozoktatasiigyi  miniszerium 


altal  kotelezett  hittantanitason  feliili 
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es  vele  egyiitt  vallalta  rettenetes  sorsat  is. 

A legtobb  rabbinikus  egyeniseg  nem  volt  zempleni  eredetu,  de  a ricsei 
Lowenkopf  Kalman  mindenkeppen  kivetelt  kepezett.  Jesiva  neveltje  volt 
es  megis  a magyar-zsido  szepirodalommal  jegyezte  el  magat.  Kora 
ifjiisagaban  hagyta  ott  falujat,  de  lelki  elmenyeit  egesz  eleten  at  e kis  falu 
toltotte  be.  17  evig  (1928-1945)  volt  lelkipasztora  Orsova  zsido 
kozsegenek.  Rabbiskod^a  elott  es  utan  tanitott.  0 nyitotta  meg  az  elso 
heber  iskolat  Szatmaron  es  attol  fogva  nem  szunt  meg  tanitani  a 
szetszoratasban  es  Izraelben.  1911  -ben  kezdte  publicisztikai 
tevekenyseget,  novella  kotetet  1918-ban  tette  kozze.  Erdely  cionista 
organumanak,  az  IJj  Keletnek  — kesobb  Izrael  egyetlen  magyar  nyelvu 
napilapjanak,  szinte  kezdettol  volt  munkatarsa.  Schalom  Asch  novellait  es 
Avigdor  Hameiri  regenyet  — A nagy  oriilet  — forditotta  magyarra.  Sok 
evtizedes  irodalmi  munkassagaert  Nordau  dijjal  tiintettek  ki.  Ugy  tunik, 
hogy  Lowenkopf  Kalman  volt  egyike  az  utolso  magyar  nyelven  alkoto 
zsido  iroknak,  de  az  altala  oly  muvesziesen  megrajzolt  egykori  falusi 
magyar-zsido  nines  tbbbe.  Izes  es  nepies  nyelvezete  szeleskoni 
olvasotabort  gyonyorkodtetett.  Az  Orszagba  jovet,  a Felszabadito  Haboni 
vegen,  szinten  megtalalta  az  6 jellegzetes  nepi  zsido  alakjait,  mind  a 
jemenita  eredetu  tanitvanyai,  mind  pedig  a soktorzsu  lakosok  kozt  az 
akkoi  ujbevandoroltak  negyedeben.  Rabbi  Lowenkopf  Kalman  szep 
oregkort  ert  meg;  92  evet  elt.  Beth  Oren  kibbueban  kisertek  utolso 

utjara.46 

A 20-as  evek  Bethlen  kormanya  nemi  konszolidaciot  hozott  a sok 
felfordulas  utan.  Az  altalanos  gazdasagi  valsag  Ujhelyben  is  ereztette 
hatasat.  Ez  a kis  hatarmenti  varos  nem  vasiiti  csomopont  tobbe,  hanem 
vegallom^,  ahonnan  nines  atmeno  forgalom  es  folytatas.  Azonban  meg 
ilyen  feltetelek  mellett  is  teremtett  a talalekonysag  valami  lijat;  ez  pedig  a 
bortozsde  volt,  egyediilallo  jelenseg,  ami  az  1921 — 24  evekben  mukodott 


a Kozponti  Kavehazban  kizarolag  zsido  iizletemberek  reszvetelevel.  A 


lanyha  hatarforgalom  nem  nagyon  gazdagitotta  a lakossagot.  A gazdasagi 
bajok  es  az  altalanos  esalodottsag  egyre  noveltek  a zsidoellenes 
kozhangulatot,  fokent  a megyei  es  a varosi  kozigazgatasban.  Az  egyetlen 
fenysugar  a homalyban  az  1926-ban  hozott  torveny  volt  meg  a mult 
szazad  vegen  alkotott  reeeptio  tenyleges  megvalositasara.  A zsido  hit- 
felekezet  kepviselethez  jutott  a felsohazban,  mint  a kereszteny  felekezetek 
es  harom  ewel  kesobb  a megyei  es  a varosi  kepviselotestiiletekben  is. 
Zemplen  zsidosagat  Roth  Samuel,  a statusquo  hitkozseg  rabbija,  kep- 
viselte  altalanos  tiszteletet  ebresztve  maga  es  az  ugy  irant,  amit  kepviselt. 

Ujhely  zsidoinak  biiszkesege  a Szentegylet  korhaza  volt.  1922-ig 
szerzodeses  kapesolatban  allott  a megyei  kozkorhazzal,  aza  az  orvosi 
kezelest  es  az  orvossagokat  a megyei  korhaz  szolgaltatta  es  esak  az  ellat^ 
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volna  forradalmian  ujito  eszmeket  befogadni.  Az  orthcxioxia  bezarkozott 
es  egyertelmuleg  hatarolta  el  magat,  bogy  ilymodon  orizhesse  es  elessze  a 
hagyomany  zsaratnokat. 

Az  orthodoxiabol  ket  ferfiii  kapcsolodott  a Szentfbldhoz.  Az  egyik 
Alexander  Vilmos,  hitkozsegi  elnok,  aki  meglatogatta  az  Orszagot  es 
utazasarol  konyvet  tett  kozze.  Kesobb  Jeruzsalemben  telepedett  le.  Az  or- 
thodox iskola  50  eves  jubileum  alkalmabol  kozzetett  iinnepi  kiadvanyben 
kozoltek  1937-ben.  42  A m^ik  — Lobl  Izrael  Wolf  rabbi,  ki  a 
Szentfbldrol  jott  Ujhelybe.  Ketszer  utazott  oda  es  vissza,  irdg  vegiil 
Ujhelyben  telepedett  le  es  Dick  rabbinak  lett  a segitoje  a rabbinikus 
birosagon  es  a jesivaban.  A nagykozonseg  altalaban  “Erec-Jiszr^l  Jid“ 
neven  ismerte. 

A Kaesztenbaum  iskola,  mely  a hitkozseg  disze  volt,  mindig  is  nagy 
gonddal  valasztotta  tanitoit.  1917-ben  keriilt  oda  Fodor  Samuel,  ez  a 
kivaloan  kepzett  tanito,  ki  3 ev  miilva  az  iskola  igazgatoja  lett  hiisz  even 
at,  1940-ig.  A 100  eves  jubileumra  1938-ban  megjelentette  az  iskola 
tortenetet.  Feldmar  Mozes  es  Kleinne  Ganzfried  Malvin  evtizedeken  at 
voltak  kivalo  tanitoi  az  intezetnek,  kik  kiilonosen  iskolan  kivlili  nem- 
formalis  nevelesben  es  foglalkoztat^ban  tuntek  ki. 

Az  orthodox  iskolat  Oppmann  Ignac  1916-t61  es  Gondos  M6r  1922- 
1930  femjeleztek.  Mindketten  igazgatoi  teendoket  is  toltottek  be.  Az 
iskola  1937-ben  iinnepelte  50  eves  jubileumat,  melyrol  az  iinnepi 
kiadvanyt  utolso  igazgatoja,  Budai  Laszlo  szerkesztette,  ki  1929-ben 
keriilt  az  iskolahoz. 

Sok  even  at  nem  volt  rabbi  a statusquo  hitkozsegben.  1921 -ben 
palyazatot  hirdettek  es  azon  egyhangiilag  valasztottak  meg  Roth  Samuelt, 
volt  pomazi  rabbit.  Hivatalanal  fogva  6 allott  az  iskolaszek  elen  meg  egy 
kozeleti  szemelyiseggel  karoltve.  Roth  rabbi  alapitotta  a Singer  Izrael 
Onkepzokort,  melynek  kereteben  szeleskoru  zsido  kultiirmunka  folyt.  Az 
Onkepzokor  a 20-as  evek  ota  mukodott  es  a zsido  ontudatot  hivatott 
megerositeni  a valsagos  evekben.  0 volt  a hitoktat^  feliigyeloje  es  maga 
is  tanitott,  mert  az  ifjusaggal  valo  kozvetlen  kapcsolatot  latta  legfobb 
feladatanak.  A tanito  eleteleme  volt  es  elmenye  a tanuloknak. 

Az  orthodox  hitkozsegben  sem  volt  rabbi  nehany  evig.  1922-ben 
valasztottak  meg  Fellner  Joel  volt  beledi  rabbit.  Dick  Cvi  Hirsch  atadta 
neki  a jesiva  vezeteset,  de  tovabbra  is  folytatta  a tanitast.  Fellner  rabbi 
harom  ev  miilva  hirtelen  elhunyt  es  ismet  Dick  rabbi  lett  a jesiva 
vezetoje.  Tolcsvai  szarmazasii  volt.  Pozsonyban  es  Ujhelyben  tanult  Low 
Elazarnal.  Rabbiallast  vonakodott  elfogadni,  bar  valojaban  6 vezette  a 
hitkozseget  es  hozza  fordultak  minden  ugyes-bajos  kerdesben.  1934- 
ben  valasztottak  meg  Klein  Davidot  rabbinak  es  Dick  rabbi  erre  lijbol 
lemondott  a jesiva  vezeteserol.  Klein  David  tiz  even  at  szolgalta  kozseget 
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orszagot  es  a zsidok  szamara  is  lij  helyzet  teremtodott.  A miilt  szazad 
kozepe  ota  Zemplen  volt  viszonylag  a zsidok  altal  legsurubben  lakott  var- 
megye.  1880-ban  31,622  zsido  lakott  itt,  ami  11,43  szazaleka  az  dssz- 
lakossagnak.  A zsido  lakosok  szamaban  ezutan  emelkedes  es  csokkenes  is 
volt.  Az  orszag  feldarabolasa  kovetkezteben  a zsido  lakossag  mintegy  fele 
csehszlovak  uralom  ala  keriilt,  a magyarorszagi  Zemplenben  14,855  zsido 
maradt,  ami  10,09  szazaleka  az  osszlakossagnak.  Tiz  ev  miilva  ez  a szam 
12,452-re  csdkkent,  ami  8,5  szazalekot  tett  ki.  Meg  ebben  a helyzetben  is 
Zemplen  szamitott  a zsidok  altal  legsurubben  lakott  megyenek,  a nagy 
varosokat  kiveven.  Csak  Szabolcsmegyeben  volt  nagyobb  zsido  kozosseg 
mint  Zemplenben,  ez  azonban  kizarolag  a lelekszamra  vonatkozik  es  nem 
viszonylagosan  a megye  osszlakossagahoz,  amit  szazalekban  fejeznek  ki. 

Az  1920-ban  megejtett  nepszamlalas  adatai  azt  mutatjak,  hogy  igen  sok 
zsido  uzott  foldmuvelest,  azaz  szolotermelest,  ezenkiviil  kisipart, 
kereskedelmet  es  hiteliizletet.  Hivatalnok  es  egyeb  “fehergalleros” 
dolgozo  nem  sok  volt.  Ezzel  szemben  jelentos  szamu  iigyved  es  orvos 
mukodott,  egybevetve  m^  megyekkel:  30  orvos,  46  iigyved.  Ez  az  in- 
tellektuel  reteg  erosen  befolyasolta  a megye  zsido  lakossagat  es  kozuliik 
keriiltek  ki  annak  vezetoi  is. 


Nehez  napok  jottek;  az  addig  alcazott  zsidogyulolet  a felszinre  tort.  Az 
elso  korlato^o  torvenyt  1920-ban  hoztak,  numerus  clausus  neven  lett 
hirhedtte.  E torveny  szerint,  az  egyetemekre  ezentiil  faji  es  nemzeti 
hovatartozas  szerint  vettek  fel  az  iQiisagot.  Mivel  a zsidok  a lakossag  6 
szazalekat  tettek  ki,  ez  lett  a mertek  e tekintetben  is.  Ujhelyben  es 
Zemplenben  nem  fejlodhetett  ki  lijabb  zsido  intellektualis  reteg.  Ez  a 
helyzet  a tragikus  vegig  sem  valtozott  meg  kiveven  azon  keveseket,  kik 
kulorszagok  egyetemein  szereztek  diplomajukat.  A 30-as  evekben  ez  a 


szuk  lehetoseg  is  bezarult.  Egy  kis  csoport  fiatalember  Ujhelybol  es  Saros- 
patakrol,  fokent  orthodox  kdrnyezetbol,  a budapesti  Rabbikepzobe  keriilt 
es  onnan  a korlatozo  rendelkezesek  nelkiil  vetettek  fel  az  egyetemre  es 
nyertek  el  doktori  diplomat. 

A szazad  30-as  es  40-es  eveiben,  a nagy  nyomonisag  kozepette  is,  elenk 
tarsadalmi  es  jotekonycelii  tevekenyseg  folyt  kiilonbozo  egyesiiletek 
kereteben.  Noegyletek  mukodtek  Ujhelyben  es  Sarospatakon;  ez  utobbi 
oregotthont  tartott  fenn.  Ezenkiviil  voltak  leanyegyletek,  betegtamogato 
egyesulet,  nepkonyha  es  szegenyek  ruhazatarol  gondoskodo  testiilet. 
Karitativ  kolcsonoket  folyositottak  es  apoltak  a vajudo  asszonyokat.  Az 
orthodox  ifjiisagnak  is  megvolt  a maga  tomoriilese,  azonban  a modern 
nemzeti  gondolat  nagyon  is  messze  volt  e kis  varos  zsidoitol.  A cionista 
pionir  iQusagi  mozgalmak  kiildottei  a 30-as  evek  ota  Jelentek  itt  meg, 
hogy  a fiatal  gimnazistak  kozt  agitaljanak.  Azonban,  ahogy  ezek  szama 
csokkent,  ligy  zsugorodott  ossze  ama  kis  tabor  is,  mely  alkalmas  lett 
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Kiilonleges  helyzet  alakult  ki  azokbn  a napokban.  A magyarorszagi 
kisebbsegek  onrendelkezesi  jogot  koveteltek  es  az  entente  hatalmak  teljes 
tamogatasukrol  biztositottak.  1919  marciusaban  megbukott  a kormany  es 
a hatalom  a kommunistak  kezere  ment  at.  Mint  Magyarorszagon  altala- 
ban  igy  Ujhelyben  is  voltak  szocialista  beallitottsagii  zsidok  es  koztiik  a 
legismertebb  Bettelheim  Erno,  egyike  a kommunista  part  alapitoinak  a 
demokratikus  koztarsasag  napjaiban.  Bettelheim  Kun  Bela  kozvetlen  kor- 
nyezetehez  tartozott  es  a Kozponti  Bizottsag  tagjanak  is  meghivtak.  33  A 
tobbi  helybeli  kommunista  elvonalbeli,  kik  a varosi  tanacs  tagjai  lettek, 
mindig  is  jobban  azonosultak  politikai  felfogasukkal,  mint  neptikkel  es 
hitfelekezetiikkel.  A keves  ideig  tarto  kommunista  uralom  napjaiban  (1 33) 
esett  hiisvet  iinnepe  is.  Mivel  a kormany  szesztilalmat  rendelt  el,  felmertilt 
a kerdes,  hogyan  rendezzek  a zsidok  a szederestet;  es  altalaban  — mikent 
koszontsek  pentek  este  a szombat  bejovetelet  a szokasos  pohar  bor 
nelkiil?  Nehany  zsidot  letartoztattak,  mert  szederestet  tartottak  a 
hagyomanyos  negy  pohar  borral;  tiiszokat  is  szedtek  a burzsuj  elemek 
kozlil,  de  csak  kevesen  nem  tertek  vissza  fogsagukbol.  34 

1919  marciusaban  allamositottak  az  orszag  osszes  iskolait,  feloszlattak 
az  iskolaszekeket  es  koztiik  a varos  ket  zsido  iskolajaet  is.  Ez  a helyzet 
majus  kozepeig  tartott,  annak  ellenere,  hogy  a varosi  kozigazgatas  a 
helybeli  Voros-orsegre  tamaszkodva  Julius  vegeig  maradt  a kommunistak 
kezen.  36  A kommunista  hatalomnak  a cseh  es  roman  megszallas  vetett 
veget.  A csehek  elfoglaltak  a megyet  egesz  Sarospatakig  es  a varos  min- 
tegy  fel  evig  volt  a keziikben.  Visszavonulasuk  utan  a “kisallomas” 
tovabbra  is  megszallva  maradt  es  ez  aztan  hatarallomas  lett  az  lij  cseh- 
szlovak  allam  teriileten.  Csak  keves  zsido  csalad  lakott  a varos  e kiilso 
reszen.  A cseh  megszallas  altalaban  nem  hagyott  rossz  emleket  maga 
utan;  az  idegen  hodito  sereg  rendszeresen  gondoskodott  a lakossag  ellata- 
sarol,  3 7 azonban  a cseh  zsupan  bezarta  a tobbi  kozt  a ket  zsido  iskolat  is 
es  mar  majus  honapban  befejeztette  a tanevet.38  Ewel  szemben  a roman 
megszallas  kellemetlen  emleket  hagyott  maga  utan. 

1919  augusztusaban  lemondott  a kommunista  kormany  es  rovidesen 
kezdetet  vette  a zsidoellenes  bossziihadjarat.  Az  u.n.  kommunistaellenes 
'‘feher  terror  ’ fokent  Nyugatmagyarorszagon  dlihongott.  Tobbszaz  zsido 
esett  aldozatul  a gyilkossagoknak.  Minden  zsido,  kinek  valamely  resze 
volt  a kommunista  uralomban,  rendorsegi  zaklatasnak  lett  kiteve,  de 
zsidoellenes  terror  nem  volt  Ujhelyben.  A lakossag  gazdasagi  helyzete 
nagyon  leromlott  es  a zsidoknak  fokent  kozigazgatasi  vonalon 
kellemetlenkedtek:  hivatalnokokat  es  egyeb  kozalkalmazottakat  el- 
bocsatottak  allasukbol,  nem  ismertek  el  allampolgarsagi  jogot  es  tdbbeket 
attettek  a hataron. 

A trianoni  bekeszerzodes  (1920)  feldarabolta  es  megcsonkitotta  az 
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A szerencsi  allom^on  az  alabbi  eset  tortent:  egy  60  ev  koriili  zsido 
korcsmarost  tartoztattak  le  Kassarol  jovet.  “Milyen  ugyben?“  kerdeztek, 
“katonai  dologban,  a fiam  miatf'  — valaszolt.  “He  zsido,  a fiadat  akartad 
kiszabaditani“  - kiabalta  az  egyik  csendor.  Az  oreg  sirva  fakadt,  eloran- 
totta  a zsebebol  a hadtestparancsnoksag  levelet,  mely  fia  elesterol  a 
Piavenal  (Olaszorszag)  tudositotta  a csaladot.  Az  apa  Kassara  utazott 
atvenni  a hosi  halott  hagyatekat.  Az  oreg  korcsmaros  odahajitotta  elesett 
fia  harom  kitiinteteset. 


A haromnapos  razzia  vegen  kijelentettek  a csendorok  “ez  a razzia  meg 
semmi;  majd  ha  iitni  es  verni  fogjak  a zsidokat,  az  lesz  am  valami!” 

Hasonlo  razziak  voltak  Magyarorszag  tobb  eszak-keleti  varosaban. 

A rendorsegi  razziak  alapjat  egy  kormanyrendelet  kepezte:  kiilonleges 
adobizottsagot  allitottak  fel,  mely  vegigjarta  Felsomagyarorszag  varosait 
es  ez  szolgalt  alkalmul  oblavara.  A hatosagok  ligy  mondtak,  hogy  a 
razziak  a galiciai  menekiiltek  ellen  iranyulnak,  akik  koziil  mintegy  300-at 
elfogtak  es  a hataron  tiilra  toloncoltak;  azonban  semmifele  magyarazat 
nem  volt  arra,  hogy  miert  kinoztak  a zsidokat  es  vettek  el  penzliket. 

Az  esemenyek  nagy  visszhangot  keltettek  kulfoldon.  1918  augusztus 
26-an  a londoni  “Times”  reszletes  es  a tenyeknek  megfelelo  tudositast 
kozolt  az  lijhelyi  es  a maramarosszigeti  esemenyekrol.  Angol  es  amerikai 
lijsagok  felhivtak  Wilson  elnokot,  hogy  ne  felejtse  el  a magyarorszagi 
zsidokat.  Az  entente  sajto  ismetelten  hangsiilyozta  a magyarorszagi  zsidok 
kerdese  megold^nak  sziiksegszeruseget,  de  ugyanakkor  azt  is  meg- 
jegyezte,  hogy  ez  a zsido  kozosseg  tartozkodik  attol  a gondolattol,  hogy 
nemzeti  kisebbseg  legyen  es  kisebbsegi  jogokat  elvezzen.  Magyarorszag 
zsidosaganak  hivatalos  kepviselete  annak  az  allaspontnak  adott  kifejezest, 
hogy  nem  kivan  hasznot  hiizni  a haza  balsorsabol,  mely  a haboni  vegen 
erte  az  orszagot  es  tovabbra  is  elvalaszthatatlan  resze  kivan  lenni  a 
magyar  nemzetnek. 

Ugyanazokban  a napokban,  mikor  a csendorok  Ujhely  zsidoival 
kegyetlenkedtek,  zajlott  le  a jeruzsalemi  Heber  Egyetem  alapkoletetelenek 
unnepsege.  A ket  esemeny  leirasa  egyszerre  jelent  meg  a nyugati 
sajtoban,  amely  egyben  zsido  allam  felallitasat  kovetelte.  32 

A haboni  vege  a szabadelvuseg  veget  is  jelentette,  amely  csupan 
felszines  maz  volt  es  sohasem  vert  mely  gyokeret  a magyar  talajon.  Az 
1918  nyaran  vegbement  esemenyek  elovetettek  a jovo  idok  sotet  arnyat, 
mintegy  jelezve  a 20-26  ev  utan  bekovetkezett  tragediat. 


* * * 

1918  oszen  osszeomlott  a regi  rendszer  es  a vesztes  habonit  kovetoen 
demokratikus  koztarsasag  keletkezett  Magyarorszagon,  mely  6t  honapig 
tartott. 


78 


akar  erkezett  vagy  utazni  kivant,  akar  pedig  csak  atszallt;  bekisertek  oket 
a varoson  at  es  penziiket  ado  cimen  elvettek.”  Ez  adokivetes  szuronyos 
puskakkal,  nig^sal  es  pofozassal,  mikozben  az  alispan  mosolyog.  Pogrom 
szele  fiij  IJjhely  utcain,  kiildottsegek  rohangalnak  a fovarosba,  azonban 
tovabbra  is  eredmenyteleniil,  igazoltattak  a zsidokat”  — irta  az 
“E^enloseg 

Es  ime  nehany  akkori  tanuvallomas  a ket  razziarol  — Teitelbaum 
Lipot:  idos  ember,  nem  hagytak,  bogy  levegye  magarol  az  imaszijat  es  az 
imakopenyt,  nem  vegezhette  be  imadkozasat  es  sietos  leptekkel  vittek  el  a 
tobbi  zsidoval.  Schonfeld  Mihalynak  sem  engedtek  levenni  imaszijat  es 
imakopenyet  es  ugy  bantak  vele,  mintha  tolvaj  vagy  betoro  lenne.  Klein 
Henrik  szalmakalapot  arult  a piacon.  Arujat  ott  kellett  hagynia,  a 
csendorok  iitlegelve  es  durvan  taszitva  vittek  el.  Leopold  Samuel  igy 
mondotta:  a razzia  Julius  30-an  delben  kezdodott.  Minden  zsidot,  meg  ha 
igazolvanyai  rendben  is  voltak,  a rendorsegre  kisertek.  Csoportonkent 
szedtek  le  oket  a vonatokrol  es  egy  bizottsag  ele  allitottak,  az  utcai 
jarokelok  giinyt  uztek  beloliik.  Mintegy  ezer  zsidot  fogtak  le  a katonai 
rendorok,  atvizsgaltak  csomagjaikat  es  a nagyobb  osszegii  penzt 
elkoboztak.  Rugdostak  es  taszitottak,  teljes  24  oran  at  meg  azt  sem 
engedtek,  hogy  egy  korty  vizet  igyanak,  vagy  egyenek  valamit;  meg  az 
illemhelyre  sem  engedtek  ki,  iitottek,  nigtak  es  lokdostek  oket. 

Augusztus  3-an  a varos  elokeloi,  zsidok  es  nem-zsidok,  mentek  grof 
Szechenyi  Gyorgy  foispanhoz.  Panaszuk  lenyege  az  volt,  hogy  az 
esemenyek  tonkreteszik  a kereskedelmet  es  a bortermelest.  Kiilfbldi 
kereskedok  nem  fognak  tobbe  idejonni  es  kiveszik  a penziiket  a helyi 
bankokbol.  A targyalas  a foispannal  botranyba  fulladt  es  ott  helyben 
elhataroztak  hogy  a kiildottseg  a miniszterelnokhoz  fog  utazni  es  kiveszik 
a penziiket  a helyi  bankokbol. 

Augusztus  6-an  a kiildottseg  Wekerle  Sandor  miniszterelnok  es  beliigy- 
miniszternel  jart.  ‘‘Disznosag!  Szegyen  es  gyalazat,  hogy  minisztersegem 
alatt  ilyenek  tortennek”  — mondotta. 

Szerencsen  jiilius  28-31  kozti  napokban  rendeztek  oblavat,  katonai 
rendorok  es  nyolc  pesti  detektiv  reszvetelevel.  Minden  vonaton  erkezo 
zsidot  lefogtak,  a hazakban  lisztet,  cukrot  es  kavet  koboztak  el;  konyv- 
vizsgalatokat  rendeztek,  kenyszeradot  vetettek  ki  es  elvettek  a keszpenzt. 


""  Husz  Abraham  volt  az  egyetlen  zsido  Magyarorszagon,  ki  az  I.  vilaghaboni 
elott  gyilkossag  vadjaval  elmarasztaltak  ^ kivegeztek. 

* * E neven  ncveztek  a cari  Oroszorszagban  a zsidocllencs  razzia t. 
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birosag  ele  koholt  vadakkal.  Es  mindez  a haboni  otodik  eveben,  miutan  a 
magyarorszagi  zsidok  oly  rengeteg  vert  aldoztak  a haza  oltaran,  ezrevel 
iilnek  a csaladok  gyaszban  apak  es  fiiik  utan  es  sok  milliot  jegyeztek 
hadikolcsonre.  Onvedelmi  liga  felallitasat  javasolta,  bogy  torvenyes  uton 
vedhessek  meg  a zsidok  becsuletet  es  egyben  megismerjek  az  ugyeszseg  es 
birosag  allaspontjat.  27 

Meg  abban  a honapban,  mikor  dr.  Szekely  kozzetette  felhivasat,  dies 
betukkel  ezt  a fejdmet  hozta  az  “Egyenloseg”  — “Mi  tortent 
Ujhelyben?”  Csupan  kilenc  nap  telt  el  a felhivastol,  mikor  a csendorok  a 
zsinagogaba,  brutalis  kegyetlenseggel  szakitottak  felbe  az  imadkozast, 
valamennyi  jelenlevot  a varoson  at  a Kozponti  Kavehazba  vittek,  onnan 
pedig  a rendorkapitanysagra  az  utca  nepe  karorvendezesetol  kiserve.  Dr. 
Szekely  ismet  tollat  fogott  es  azt  irta,  bogy  a belybeliek  csendesiteni 
kivantak  mondvan,  bogy  a statusquo  biveket  nem  bantottak  “csak 
kaftanos  es  pajeszos”  zsidokat.  Erre  aztan  felforrt  verrel  igy  fakadt  ki: 
“iiltessenek  a racs  moge  minden  aljas  zsidot,  meg  ba  elegans  liriember  is, 
azonban  ba  tisztesseges  pajeszos  zsidot  szemtelenul  templomaban  mere- 
szelnek  megtamadni,  legyen  az  orthodox  vagy  szefard  (cbaszid),  ligy  az  az 
en  templomom  is,  en  is  kaftanos  es  pajeszos  zsidonak  szamitok  es  arcaba 
csapok  a tamadonak.  Minden  igaz  es  becsiiletes  zsido  a testverem  es 
inkabb  eldobom  tb.  iigyeszi  cimemet  es  visszaadom  kitiinteteseimet,  de 
sobasem  leszek  butlen  zsido.”  Az  lijbelyi  csendorseg  biinvadi  eljarast 
inditott  dr.  Szekely  ellen.  28 

De  bat  mi  is  tortent  Ujbelyben?  1918  Julius  6-an  csendorok  tortek  a 
klauzba,  mikor  a zsidok  eppen  a “tizennyolc  aldas”  (egybelyben  allva 
mondando  imadsag)  kdzepen  tartottak,  eltaszitottak  belyerol  az 
eloimadkozot,  eroszakkal  lerangattak  roluk  az  imakopenyt  (talitb)  es  az 
imaszijakat  (t’filin)  es  azt  orditottak  — “menjenek  igazoltat^ra”.  A 
badkotelesek  bemutattak  igazolvanyaikat,  az  idosebbek  amugyis  szolgalati 
koron  tiil  voltak  mar.  Aki  tiltakozni  probalt,  megvertek.  Teitelbaum  Lipot 
kerdesere,  bogy  mit  jelentsen  ez,  odakialtott  az  egyik  csendor  a tarsanak 
— “iissed  fejbe!”  Megszakitottak  az  imadkozast,  meg  a 60-70  eveseket  is 
a Fo-terre  vittek  a csendorok  a Kozponti  Kavebaz  ele  igazoltatni.  E koz- 
ben  a kisero  csendorok  egyike  igy  kiabalt  — “az  lesz  a sorsuk,  mint  Husz 
Abrabame!”*  A csendorok  osszefogdostak  a zsidokat  az  utcan,  betortek 
az  udvarokba  es  bazakba.  A keresztenyek  bazaiban  a lakoknak  elegendo 
volt  azt  mondani,  bogy  ok  nem  zsidok  es  nem  bantottak.  A razzia 
egyetlen  katonaszokevenyt  sem  produkalt.  Ez  volt  az  elso  “oblava” 
Ujbelyben.  * * 

Julius  30-an  ismet  oblava  volt  Ujbelyben,  6t  nap  es  6t  ejjelen  at.  Pesti 
detektivek,  batafrendorok  es  csendorok  leptek  el  a varost,  osszefogdostak 
a zsidokat.  A vasiitallomason  letartoztattak  minden  szakallas  utast  — 
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rabbinikus  biro  kiilon  imacsoportban  (minjan)  imadkozott. 

A szabadelvu  Ujhely  nem  keves  mertekben  tanusitott  vallasi 
turelmesseget,  mikor  dr.  Reichard  Salamon  ugyvedet  valasztotta  meg 
polgarmesternek.  Magas  pozicioja  nem  befolyasolta  a zsido  kozosseghez 
valo  viszon)ml^t.  Eveken  at  volt  az  iskolaszek  elnoke  es  70  eves 
sziiletesnapjan  (1927)  az  lijhelyi  iigyvedi  kar  es  a varos  zsido  tarsadalma 
meleg  iinneplesben  reszesitette.  Zsido  vilagnezete  modern  volt  es  bogy  — 
a szerinte  — elferdiilt  orthodox  felfogast  bizonyithassa,  egy  Ratal  jesiva- 
novendekhez  ewel  a kerdessel  fordult:  miert  is  bojtolnek  a zsidok  Av  ho 
9-en?  A Ratal  ember  nem  tudott  valaszolni  es  azt  mondta,  hogy  6 teszi, 
mert  apja  is  bojtol  e napon.  A II.  templom  pusztul^rol  nem  sokat 
tudott.  * * 

Kelli  25  David  rendorkapitanyi  kinevezese  1910-ben  tovabbi 
bizonysagul  szolgalhat  a zsidok  beolvadasara  a varos  eletebe  az  elso 
vilaghabonit  megelozo  evekben.  26 

Mivel  emlitesre  melto  nagyipari  lizemek  nem  fejlodtek  ki  Ujhelyben  es 
a megyeben,  tobb  volt  itt  tehat  a zsido  szolotulajdonos,  mint  uzem-  vagy 
gyartulajdonos.  A varos  hegyes-erdos  videken  fekszik,  ezert  ket  zsido 
biitorgyar  mukodott,  a Blum  Gez^  es  a Deutsch  Simone.  Jo  hirnevre  tett 
szert  a hollohazai  Majolika  Koedeny  es  Kalyhagyar.  Az  uzem  Karolyi 
grofe  volt,  ki  aztan  eladta  Berger  es  Lipschitznek.  A gyar  Hollohazan  volt, 
a raktarak  es  az  ertekesites  Ujhelyben.  A zempleni  zsidok  fofoglalkozasa 
kiskereskedelem  es  kisipar,  az  intellektualis  reteg  fokent  orvosok  es 
iigyvedek. 

1914  nyaran  tort  ki  az  elso  vilaghaboni.  A fennmaradt  statisztikai 
adatok  erdekes  megvilagit^t  adnak  a zsidok  hazajuk  iranti  husegerol.  A 
2000  lelket  szamlalo  statusquo  hitkozsegbol  250-en  vonultak  be  es  36-an 
haltak  hosi  halalt  a fronton.  Ily  modon  fejeztek  ki  a zempleni  zsidok 
halajukat  a nehany  evtizedes  nyugalomert.  Ket  ideiglenes  korhazat  allitot- 
tak  fel  a varosban:  egyiket  a Dohanygyarban,  a masikat  a kisallomason, 
ahol  e celbol  barakkok  epiiltek.  Sok  zsido  jelentkezett  onkentes  beteg- 
apolo  szolgalatra. 

1918-ban  fordulat  allott  be  a haboni  meneteben.  Belso  ernyedes  es 
szeteses  jelei  mutatkoztak.  A kozponti  kormanyzat  meggyengiilt  es  a 
szabadelvuseg  eszmeje  tartalmatlanna  valt.  Ahogy  sulyosbodott  a helyzet, 
ligy  nott  egy  re  a sajtoban  a fektelen  antiszemita  uszitas,  anelkiil  hogy  a 
hatosagok  beavatkoztak  volna. 

Az  lijhelyi  dr.  Szekely  Albert  volt  az  elso,  ki  szot  emelt  az 
“E^enloseg  ’ hasabjain  1918  jiilius  6-an  egy  felhiv^  kereteben.  Szerinte, 
a magyar  sajto  csak  awal  foglalkozik,  hogy  mennyi  all^t  foglalnak  el  a 
zsidok  a keresztenyek  helyett  es  ugyanakkor  nem  arra  iigyel  a csendorseg, 
hogy  mennyit  lopnak  a Dohanygyarban,  hanem  zsidokat  allitanak 
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restaural^ban  — nem  fukarkodott  a kiadasokban.  Ugy  irta,  bogy 
“egyesek  tulbecsiilik  az  amerikai  gazdagsagot.“  Egy  alkalommal  sziilei 
sirjat  latogatta  meg  es  ime  ott  oly  hatalmas  gyaszolo  tomeg  gyult  egybe, 
amit  meg  eleteben  nem  latott;  valamennyien,  kozelrol  es  messzirol  jove, 
rokonanak  vallottak  magukat.  20 

Az  orthodoxok  1886-ban  valtak  ki  az  anyahitkozsegbol  es  egy  evre  ra 
megnyitottak  az  elemi  iskolat  Weinberger  David  hazaban,  a Molnar 
Istvan  es  Karolyi  utca  sarkan.  Az  epiilet  nem  felelt  meg  hivatasanak,  a 
szobak  szukek,  a mennyezet  alacsony  es  az  udvar  kicsi  volt.  Az  elso 
hitkozsegi  elnok,  Schweiger  Ignac,  alapitotta  az  iskolat.  Negy  osztallyal  es 
ket  tanitoval  kezdodott.  A masodik  evben  jott  Gardos  M6r,  ki  evtizedeken 
at  tanitott,  tobbszor  toltotte  be  az  igazgatoi  teendoket,  mig  3 1 evi  aldasos 
munkalkod^  utan  vonult  nyugalomba  1921 -ben.  Az  uj  iskola  1907-ben 
epiilt  fel.  Alapit^  utan  tiz  ewel  V.  es  VI.  osztalyt  tettek  hozza,  bogy 
teljes  merteku  nepiskola  lebessen.  1 906-ban  ismet  negyosztalyossa 
csokkentettek,  bogy  a tanulok  negy  polgari  osztalyt  vegezzenek.  E celbol 
magan  polgari  iskola  nyilt,  ami  a bitkdzseg  tamogatasat  elvezve  1 920-ig 
mukodott,  amikor  ez  megszunven  ismet  visszaallitottak  az  V.  es  VI. 
osztalyokat.  21  Nem  volt  tebat  tobbe  tartozkodas  az  orthodox  korokben 
attol  a gondolattol,  bogy  a gyerekek  legalabb  reszleges  kozepiskolai 
oktat^t  kapjanak. 

Az  orthodox  elemi  iskola  alapitasa  nem  csokkentette  kiilonosebb 
mertekben  a Kaesztenbaum  iskolaba  iratkozottak  szamat.  Ez  elso  sorban 
azert  is,  mert  amaz  csak  fiiiiskola  volt  (1930-ig),  tebat  valamennyi  or- 
thodox csalad  leany  gyermeke  ide  iratkozott  be.  22  Tovabba  pedig  a 
ch^zidok  elonyben  reszesitettek  a Kaesztenbaum  iskolat  az  orthodoxnal, 
hiszen  ebbol  a hitkozsegbol  valtak  ki.  23 

A statusquo  hitkozseg  nagyon  is  konzervativ  iranyzatii  maradt.  A 
szombatszego  hivek  szama  elenyeszo  volt  es  szolgaltat^aiban  szigonian 
kovette  a “Sulchan  Aruch’’-ot.  A toraolvaso  emelveny  a zsinagoga 
kozepen  allott,  az  istentisztelet  korus  kiserete  nelkiil  folyt  az  imadsagos 
konyv  teljes  szovege  szerint  minden  nemu  kihagyas  es  valtoztatas  nelkiil. 
Az  asszonyok  kizarolag  a racsozott  emeleten  foglalhattak  helyet,  ahogy  a 
hagyomany  kovetelte  szokas  volt.  Illusztris  eset  tortent  1911  -ben.  Bet- 
telheim  Paula,  a Kaesztenbaum  iskola  tanitonoje  egy  keresztennyel  kotott 
hazassagot.  Az  iskolaszek  azonnal  fegyelmi  eljarast  inditott  ellene  es 
elbocsatotta  all^bol.  24 

A statusquo  hitkozseg  rabbinikus  biraja,  Tobesz  Cvi  Hirsch  rabbi 
Galiciabol  jott,  chaszid  kalapot  (streiml)  hordott  szombat  es  unnep> 
napokon,  a kozonseg  “gaon”  (“nagytudasu")  dmmel  illette.  A hitkozseg 
metszoje  rabbi . Feldbrandt  Feischl  ugyancsak  orthodox  beallitasu  volt. 
Mindketten  hiven  gondoskodtak  a kozseg  ritualis  ellat^rol.  A ch^zid 
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sa  lett  a zemplenmegyei  ujsagnak.  Knopfler  nem  nyugodott  bele  az  or- 
thodoxok  kivalasaba  az  anyahitkozsegbol,  ellene  volt  a “cheder”-eknek  es 
velemenyet  nem  rejtette  veka  ala.  Tobb  tankonyvet  irt,  koztuk 
Zemplenvarmegye  foldrajzat  is.  ^ ^ 

Az  1867-es  emancipacio  egyenjogiisagot  adott  a zsidoknak,  mint 
egyenek,  de  nem  a hitfelekezetnek;  ez  csak  elismert  volt  es  nem 
befogadott,  ami  nem  elegitette  ki  a felvilagosult  koroket.  A befogadott 
vallasok  autonomiat  elveztek  es  kormanysegitseget  kaptak,  ezen  kiviil 
kepviseloket  kiildhettek  a felsohazba.  A zsido  vallas  befogadas^rt  folyt 
kiizdelem,  tulajdonkeppen,  meg  a zsido  kongresszus  idejen  kezdodott 
(1869)  nehany  kozeleti  ferfi  reszvetelevel,  koztuk  Mezei  Mor.  Annak 
meg  nem  remelhettek  az  azonnali  sikert,  hisz  meg  a protestans  vallasok 
sem  fogadtattak  be. 

Azonban  a 90-es  evekben  az  egesz  felvilagosult  zsido  tarsadalom 
kovetelte  mar  a recepciot  (a  zsido  hitfelekezet  befogadasat)  es  a publicisz- 
tikai  kuzdelem  elen  Mezei  Mor  testvere,  Erno  allott.  A ket  jogasz  messzi 
tulnott  a megye  es  a varos  szuk  keretein  es  mukodesi  teriiletuk  a 
fovarosban  volf  " A recepcios  torvenyt  1895-ben  fogadtak  el. 

A mult  szazad  vegetol  az  elso  vilaghaboniig  eltelt  idoszak  esemenyeirol 
ligy  meseltek  apaink,  mint  ami  “bekeben'’  tortent,  kialto  ellentetekent 
meg  a nagy  haboni  befejezese  elotti  megprobaltatasoknak.  Azonban  a 
‘‘beke’’  es  a szabadelvu  kormanyzat  dacara  mintegy  szazezer  zsido  van- 
dorolt  ki  az  1870-1914  kozti  evtizedekben,  fokent  az  Egyesiilt 
Allamokba,  • ^ es  az  alol  Zemplenmegye  sem  volt  kivetel.  A kivan- 
doroltak  koziil  egyesek  sokra  vittek  az  lij  vilagban,  de  egyikojuk  sem 
futott  be  oly  nagy  karriert,  mint  Zukor  Adolf  A bodrogkozi  Ricsen 
sziiletett  1873-ban,  mint  egy  ottani  szatocs  fia.  A boltot  az  anya  vezette, 


bogy  ferje  a haztartashoz  miilhatatlanul  sziikseges  kis  foldet  megmiivel- 
hesse.  Az  apa  koran  elhunyt,  anyja  ismet  ferhez  ment,  de  rovid  ido  miilva 
6 is  meghalt.  Adolf  es  testverbatyja,  Artur,  anyai  nagybatyjanak  hazaba 
keriiltek.  Adolf  elobb  egy  iizletben  inaskodott  es  nemsokara  seged  lett. 
Amerikai  levelek  es  kiilonbozo  konyvek  hatasara  elhatarozta,  bogy  kivan- 
dorol.  Az  arvaszek  kiutalta  orokseguket  az  idosebb  Artiirnak,  ki  akkor 
mar  Berlinben  volt  egyetemi  ballgato.  Adolf  megkapta  a reszet,  40  dollar! 
es  azt  mellenyzsebebe  varrva  indult  Amerikaba.  1 8 Arturbol  rabbi  lett 
Berlinben,  mig  Adolf  egeszen  mas  liton  jart.  Sokat  kiiszkodott;  elobb 
szodagyarban  dolgozott,  aztan  szucs  lett,  mig  vegiil  1 904-ben  kezdett  film- 
mel  foglalkozni  es  bat  ev  elteltevel  mar  gyartott  is  filmeket.  Zukor  ligy 
iita  eletrajzaban,  bogy  nem  6 alapitotta  a “Paramount  Pictures  Cor- 
poration’-t,  de  resze  volt  annak  kifejleszteseben.  i9  A hires  filmember 
nem  felejtette  el  szulofalujat.  Idonkent  Ricsere  latogatott.  J61  esett  latnia, 
bogy  rendbeboztak  sziilobazat  es  a boltot,  segitett  falujanak  kozepiiletek 
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erdeke.  A foldnelkiili  parasztsag  es  az  ipari  proletariatus  nem  lelkesedtek 
erte.  A feudalis  nemesi  retegek  megvetettek  a kereskedelmet  es  az  ipart  es 
ezt  a zsidoknak  engedtek  at,  az  6 szerepiik  lett  betolteni  a hianyzo 
kozeposztaly  helyet  Magyarorszagon.  s 

Zemplen  zsidoi  a 80-as  evek  es  az  elso  vilaghaboni  kozti  idoben  ertek 
el  fejlodesiik  csiicspontjat.  A tiszaeszlari  vervad  hullamai  nem  ertek  idaig, 
a foldrajzi  kozelseg  dacara  sem.  Antiszemita  kilengesek  nem  tortentek. 
Sot  mi  tobb:  a szabadelvu  szellem  szep  peldajat  mutatta  Wallis  Ilona 
grofno,  az  ujhelyi  katholikus  egyhaz  kegyura,  ki  200  frt.-os  adomanyaval 
jarult  hozza  a statusquo  nagytemplom  epitesehez.  Mindezek  ellenere,  a 
zempleni  zsidok  nem  voltak  kepviselve  a tarsadalmi  eletben  es  a helyi 
kozigazgat^ban  aranyukhoz  kepest  es  csak  kevesen  keriiltek  oda 
koziiluk. 

Ily  kivetelt  kepeztek  a zsido  orvosok.  A kiegyezes  utan  dr.  Schon 
Vilmost  neveztek  ki  a megyei  kozkorhaz  igazgatojanak.  Munkaja  kez- 
deten  memorandumot  szerkesztett  a korhaz  viszontagsagos  multjarol  es 
arra  buzditotta  a kozonseget,  bogy  aldozzon  jo  sziwel  a szegeny  betegek 
ellat^ra.  A megye  sajat  koltsegen  nyomtatta  ki  es  terjesztette  a memo- 
randumot. 10 

Dr.  Schon  volt  az  elso  zsido  orvos  kozszolgalatban.  Utana  sok  jar^ban 
volt  talalhato  zsido  orvos,  igy  dr.  Friedmann  Adolf  Tokajban,  dr.  Rosen- 
feld  Miksa  Homonnan,  dr.  Schon  Hugo  Ujhelyben,  dr.  Widder  Markusz 
Nagymihalyon  es  meg  m^ok.  1 1 

A felvilagosod^  elso  ket  nemzedekebol  orszagos  es  megyei  sikon 
kituntek:  Mezei  M6r  (1835-1925),  ujsagiro  es  iigyved.  Az  osztrak 
elnyomas  idejen  hadbirosag  ele  allitottak  nemzeti  tevekenysege  miatt.  Az 
egyenjogusit^  utan  a kongresszusi  (neolog)  iranyzat  egyik  prominense 
lett.  Mezei  Erno  (1851-1932),  szinten  IJjhely  sztilotte.  Ketszer  valasztottak 
be  a parlamentbe  Habsburg-ellenes  programmal.  Jogasz,  iro  es  ujsagiro 
volt;  anyjuk  Friedlieber  lany,  a varos  egyik  legmegbecsultebb  csaladja- 
b61.i2  Koranyi  (Kornfeld)  Frigyes  professzor  Tolcsva  sztilotte.  Orvos- 
tudomanyt  tanult,  egyetemi  tanarsagot  ert  el  es  a ttidobetegsegek  gyo- 
gyit^  teren  tunt  ki.  Kesobb  baroi  cimet  kapott. 

A Kaesztenbaum  iskola  elemi  foku  volt,  de  sok  tollforgato  tanitott 
benne,  ami  vegeredmenyben  nem  mindennapi  jelenseg.  A fent  emlitett 
Singer  Izraelen  kivtil  ott  tanitott  meg  Ftiredi  Ignac  is,  ki  30  kbnyvet  tett 
kozze.  Franciabol  magyarra  forditotta  Rousseau  “Emif’-jet,  heberbol  az 
tinnepi  imadsagos  konyvet  (machzor),  magyar-heber  szotart  szerkesztett 
stb.  14  Egyenisege  erdekes  kevereke  a zsido,  a magyar  es  a nyugati 
kulturanak.  Knopfler  Sandor  Ujhelyben  sztiletett  es  sok  evtizeden  at 
tanitott  a Kaesztenbaum  iskolaban.  Zsido  lijsagokban  es  pedagogiai 
szaklapokban  irt  cikkeket.  A mult  szazad  70-es  eveitol  allando  munkatar- 
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folyoiratokban  es  a megyei  ujsagokban  es  folyoiratokban.  0 kezdte  el 
Ujhely  zsidoi  tortenetenek  kutat^t  es  nem  keves  okiratot  tett  kozze  a 
megyei  leveltarbol.  1912-ben  elfogadta  a tatai  hitkozseg  meghivasat,  de 
1925-ben  — 1 3 ewel  eltavoz^  utan  is  — igy  irt:  “...ujhelyi  szolgalatom 
idejen  szandekomban  volt  megirni  Zemplenmegye  zsidoinak  tortenetet. 
Kozben  mas  helyre  keriiltem,  de  nem  mondtam  le  eredeti  tervemrol. 
Azonban  a (elso)  vilaghaboni  es  a tobbi  valsagok  lehetetlenne  tettek  gon- 
dolatom  megvalositasat.  Ma  nines  Ujhelyben...  aki  segithetne.  Ugy 
hiszem  szolgalatara  leszek  a magyar  zsido  tortenetirasnak  es 
megkonnyitem  annak  az  embernek  a munkajat,  ki  az  elejtett  fonalat 
felveszi.”  6 


Az  orthodox  hitkozseg  rabbikerdese  mas  modon  oldodott  meg.  Mint 
emlekezetes,  Low  Elazar  az  ungvari  hitkozsegnek  rabbija  lett  1888-ban, 


azonban  hivatalosan  ujhelyi  szekerol  sem  mondott  le.  Felig  komolyan, 
felig  pedig  elcelodve  ligy  mondta  — 6 Ferenc  Jozsef  Ausztria  cs^zara  es 
Magyarorszag  kiralyahoz  hasonloan,  Ujhely  es  Ungvar  rabbija.  Mivel 
ideje  nagy  reszet  Ungvart  toltotte,  ami  akkor  nagy  hitkozseg  volt, 
Ujhelyben  egyik  tanitvanyat,  Dick  Cvi  Hirsch  rabbit  bizta  meg  a rab- 


binikus  biro  es  a halachikus  kerdesekben  felmeriilo  iigyek  elintezesere. 


Elazar  rabbi  legfeljebb  evente  ketszer  latogatott  el  eredeti  kozsegebe.  7 E 
latszolag  fonak  helyzet  folytan  nyerte  el  Ujhely  Hirsch  rabbit,  ki  sok 


evtizedes  szolgalataban  egybeforrt  a varos  zsidoival  es  azoknak  mintegy 


jelkepe  lett  hitkdzsegi  hovatartozas  tekintete  nelkiil. 

Az  1867-es  kiegyezes  utan  messzemeno  valtozasok  mentek  vegbe 
Magyarorszagon.  Iparosod^  es  kapitalista  gazdalkodas  vette  kezdetet,  de 
Zemplenmegyeben  e valtozasok  nagyon  kismeretuek  voltak.  Egynehany 
orszagiit  epiilt,  lefektettek  a Kassa-Satoraljaujhely-Szerencs,  ezt  kovetoleg 
pedig  a Satoraljaiijhely-Csap  vasiitvonalat.  fgy  kapcsolodott  be  Ujhely  a 
magyar-orosz  tranzitkereskedelembe.  A varos  vasiiti  csomopont  lett,  ezert 
vasiiti  kocsi-  es  mozdonyjavito  muhelyt  allitottak  fel,  ahol  tobbszaz 
munkast  foglalkoztattak.  A 90-es  evek  elejen  epiilt  fel  a varos  m^ik 
iparmlive,  a Dohanygyar.  Nagymervu  iparosodas  nem  fejlodott  ki. 
Villany-  es  vizszolgaltatas  esak  a mult  szazad  vegen  es  a jelenlegi  elejen 
kezdodott.  Kikoveztek  az  littestet  es  jardak  epliltek.  Mivel  az  ipar  kis 
muhelyek  szintjen  maradt,  a szolotermeles  es  borkeszites  volt  tovabbra  is 
a gazdasagi  tevekenyseg  kozpontja. 

A szabadelvuseg  (liberalizmus)  idegen  eszme  volt  a monarchiaban; 
Magyarorszagra  a forradalmi  erzesli  nemesseg  es  a 48-as  felvilagosult 
elemek  hoztak  be.  Elfogadtak  ugyan  mint  klilso  disz  es  mint  utanz^ra 
erdemes  nyugati  minta,  de  tulajdonkeppen  sohasem  vert  gyokeret  a 
magyar  tarsadalomban.  Alkotmanyt  adtak  az  orszagnak,  hatterbe 
szoritottak  az  egyhazat,  de  a szabadelvuseg  nem  lett  a szeles  nepretegek 
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azt  kerte  a hitkozsegtol,  hogy  hadd  tanulhasson  meg  nehany  evig  aposa 
hazaban,  mielott  hivatalat  elfoglalja.  A hitkozseg  beleegyezeset  adta,  6 
pedig  fizetes  elleneben  felfogadta  Schwartz  Eliezer  rabbit,  hogy  addig  is 
helyet  betdltse,  azonban  minden  evben  meghatarozott  idoben  eljott,  hogy 
mint  rabbinikus  biro  eleget  tegyen  hivatasanak.  Berachja  rabbinak  volt 
egy  novere,  ki  Meisels  David  rabbihoz  ment  noiil;  David  mar  kora 
iQusagaban  kitunt  nem  mindennapi  tudasaval.  Oly  helyzet  keletkezett 
tehat,  hogy  az  egyik  aposa,  a masik  pedig  anyosa  hazaban  elt.  Ez  a 
vissz^sag  csak  egyenetlenseghez  vezethetett.  Meisels  David  rabbit  1 898- 
ban  rabbinikus  bironak  neveztek  ki.  Jesivat  alapitott  es  tanitvanyainak 
szama  egyre  nott.  Galiciabol  es  Lengyelorszagbol  gyultek  koreje  az  iQak, 
mert  a rabbi  Torara  es  chaszidizmusra  egyarant  nevelte  tanitvanyait. 

A rabbi  szekenek  betoltese  egy  evtizeden  at  kepezte  vita  targyat,  nem 
egyszer  a hatosagok  beavatkoz^val.  Berechja  rabbi  tabora  ugy  hiresz- 
telte,  hogy  6 csak  a sogoran  konyoriilt  meg,  aki  arra  kerte,  hogy  marad- 
jon  aposa  hazaban,  mert  neki  maganak  nines  hova  mennie.  Teitelbaum 
Berechja  a szigetiek  tamogatasat  elvezte,  mig  Meisels  David  a munka- 
csiaket.  A szigeti  rabbi  ligy  dontott,  hogy  Teitelbaum  Berechja  a kozseg 
rabbija  es  Meisels  David  csak  tanitassal  foglalkozhat,  de  helye  nem 
toltheto  be  massal.  Ewel  aztan  felborult  a csaladi  beke  is  amibol  az 
ozvegy  kozremukodese  sem  hianyzott.  Vegiil  pedig  az  hataroztatott  meg 
— vallottak  Berechja  rabbi  hivei  — , hogy  a sogornak  el  kell  hagynia 
Ujhelyet,  mihelyt  erre  alkalom  adodik,  viszont  a rabbinak  harom 
honapon  beliii  el  kell  foglalnia  szeket,  kiilonben  elveszti  jogat  az  all^ra. 

Balszerencse  folytan  megbetegedett  rabbi  Berechja,  ketszer  operaltak,  a 
munkacsiak  propagandaja  egyre  erosbodott  es  valasztast  tartottak.  Ennek 
kovetkezteben  Meisels  Davidot  iiltettek  a rabbiszekbe  (1913)  es  ott 
szolgalt  elete  vegeig.  ^ Az  akkori  belso  vita  oly  modon  hatolt  be  az  ujhelyi 
chaszid  koztudatba,  hogy  a hivek  egy  resze  a klauzban,  a rn^ik  pedig  a 
tanhazban  tartotta  istentiszteleteit.  A statusquo  hitkozsegben  Bermann 
Lipotot  valasztottak  meg  rabbinak,  azonban  rovid  idon  beliii,  1 890-ben, 
elhunyt  San  Remoban.  Utodja  Weisz  Kalman  rabbi,  hiisz  even  at  allt  a 
hitkozseg  elen.  tudos  ember  volt,  ki  mar  1881  -ben  hiresse  valt  predikacios 
konyvevel,  mely  sok  ujitast  tartalmaz  halachikus  dontvenyek  teren. 
Szivesen  hallgatott  szonok  es  elegans  stilusii  hebraista  volt. 

Az  6 idejeben  hivtak  meg  dr.  Goldberger  Izidor  rabbit  is  Ujhelybe. 
Munkakore  igen  szelesre  terjedt  ki;  egy  ideig  igazgatta  a Kaesztenbaum 
iskolat,  hittanar  es  hitszonok  volt  — a budapesti  Rabbikepzo  neveltje. 
Minden  ketseget  kizaroan  6 volt  Ujhely  rabbijai  kozt  a legtermekenyebb 
tollforgato.  1 94  kozlemenye  jelent  meg:  a tobbi  kozt  valamennyi  magyar- 
orszagi  zsido  ujsagban  es  folyoiratban,  ezenkivul  resztvett  a New  York- 
ban  megjelent  heber  nyelvu  enciklopediaban,  krakkoi  es  budapesti  heber 
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IX.  Jogegyenlds^gbdl  a pusztul^ba 


Az  osztrak-magyar  kiegyezes  eve  (1867)  egyben  a magyarorszagi  zsidok 
jogegyenlosegenek  esztendeje  is  volt.  A kovetkezo  evtizedekben  teljes  zur- 
zavar  uralkodott  a hitkozsegekben  a jogiigyi  helyzet  rendezetlensege 
miatt.  Elofordult,  hogy  egy  azon  varosban  egyszerre  ket,  sot  harom 
hitkozseg  is  keletkezett,  hiszen  a hivek  barmely  kis  reszenek  is  joga  volt 
kivalni  es  onallo  kozseget  alapitani.  Ez  a belso  szettagoltsag  jelentosen 
csokkentette  az  adoflzetok  szamat  es  egyes  hitkozsegek  nagy  nehezsegbe 
iitkoztek  tovabbvezetni  intezmenyeiket.  A kormany  kenytelen  volt  tehat 
oly  rendeletet  tenni  kbzze,  mely  tovabbi  harom  evig  kotelezte  adofizetesre 
a kivalt  tagokat;  idovel  ezt  ot  evi  tartamra  hosszabbitotta  meg.  A kon- 
gresszusi  (neolog)  es  az  orthodox  tabor  kozti  szakadas  elfogadott  lett  a 
zsido  kozvelemeny  szemeben,  mint  elkeriilhetetlen  kovetkezmenye  a tar- 
sadalmi  es  kulturalis  fejlodesnek;  azonban  az  orthodoxian  beltili  csopor- 
tok  kozt  keletkezett  szetvalas  ugyanabban  a varosban  feltetleniil 
kiilonlegesnek  szamitott.  Ezert  a vall^-  es  kozoktatasiigyi  miniszter  ren- 
deletet hozott  1888-ban,  mely  korlatozta  a hitkozseg  alapit^t  es  azt  csak 
abban  az  esetben  engedte,  ha  az  lij  testiiletnek  modjaban  van  a vallasi 
szolgaltat^oknak  eleget  tenni.  A chaszidok  ugyan  elleneztek  e ren- 
delkezest,  de  nem  volt  modjukban  megvaltoztatni. 

Az  lijhelyi  chaszidok  meg  a fenti  rendelkezest  megelozoen  alapitottak 
meg  az  autonom  orthodox  tszefard)  hitkozseget.  1891  augusztus  l-en, 
szombat  napjan  avattak  fel  az  lijja  epitett  klauzt  mintegy  ezer  fonyi 
vendeg  jelenleteben,  koztiik  neh^ny  rabbi  es  az  ujhelyi  m^ik  ket 
hitkozseg  tagjai  is.  * 

A “claus”  kozepkori  latin  szo,  mely  zart  helyet  jelent;  altalaban  tanh^ 
(beth  midr^)  ertelmeben  hasznaltak.  Kiilon  alapokbol  epult  es  tartottak 
fenn.  Az  ott  ejt-nappal  tanuloknak  ez  volt  az  egyetlen  foglalkoz^uk.  Ez  a 
tanhaz  a zsinagoga  helyet  is  betbltotte.  A XVI.  szazadtol  fogva  sok  zsido 
kozsegben  epiilt  klauz,  kiilonosen  Lengyel-  es  Oroszorszagban.  A 
chaszidok  neveztek  igy  zsinagogajukat,  kihangsiilyozva,  hogy  az  egyben 
tanhaz  is.  2 

1891 -ben  beghivtak  az  ujhelyi  ch^zidok  Teitelbaum  Jozsef  Mozest,  a 
nagy  Caddik  leszarmazottjat,  rabbijuknak.  Nyolcvan  hivo  irta  ala  a 
kinevezo  levelet,  elsokent  Preisz  Elchanan,  a hitkozseg  elnoke.  Az  uj 
rabbi  csak  rovid  ideig  vezette  hiveit,  1897-ben  Bekescsabara  utaztaban 
hirtelen  elhunyt.  3 

Szeket  fia,  Teitelbaum  Berechja,  orokolte.  Fiatal  korara  valo  tekintettel 
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altalanos  kozgyulesen  ketharmada  ellene  szavazott  es  a kisebbseg  rabbi 
El^rral  az  elen  kivalt  a hitkozsegbol.  1 886-ban  tehat  harom  hitkozseg 
lett  Ujhelyben.  A klauson  kiviil  meg  ket  nagy  zsinagoga  epiilt:  az  or- 
thodox 1887-ben  es  a mellette  levo  tanhaz  (beth-hamidras)  nyolc  ev 
mulva;  a statusquo  zsinagogat  1888-ban  avattak  fel.  A mellette  levo 
tanhaz  meg  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  idejen  epiilt.  A zempleni  falvak 
hitkozsegei  az  orthodox  iranyzathoz  csatlakoztak. 
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rabbi,  amire  meg  a sajto  is  felfigyelt  es  ingerkedo  hangon  kommentalta. 
Friedlieber  nem  mehetett  el  szo  nelkiil  a tamad^  mellett  es  giinyos 
versben  pellengerezte  ki  szeretett  rabbijanak  defamalojat.  54 

A_  kongresszus  keptelen  volt  elsimitani  a belso  ellenteteket.  A 
hitkozsegek  szervezetet  targyalo  iilesrol  kivonult  az  orthodox  kisebbseg  es 
azt  tavolleteben  targyalta  le  es  fogadta  el  a tobbseg.  Leglenyegesebb 
vitapont  az  orthodoxok  kovetelte  hitkozsegi  autonomia  volt  A tobbseg 
altal  elfogadott  hatarozatot  az  orthodoxok  nem  lattak  magukra  nezve 
kotelezonek.  Es  valojaban,  1871 -ben  a kormany  kiilon  rendelkezest  lep- 
tetett  eletbe  orthodox  nyomasra;  ez  nagy  vonalaiban  hasonlo  a 
kongresszusihoz  azzal  a hozzatetellel,  hogy  az  orthodox  szervezet  a 
“Sulchan  Aruch”  alapjan  all  es  az  az  egyetlen  mervado.  Az  lij 
szabalyzatok  nem  ellentmondoak  az  elobbiknek  es  ezert  meg  hozza  is 
tetetett,  hogy  az  orthodoxia  nem  tekintheto  kiilon  vallasi  felekezetnek. 
Ewel  beteljesedett  a szakadas.  Az  egyik  tabor  kongresszusi  (tevesen 
neolognak  nevezett),  a masik  pedig  orthodox  hitkozsegekbol  allt. 

Egyes  hitkozsegek  azonban  nem  csatlakoztak  sem  a kongresszusi,  sem 
pedig  az  orthodox  szervezethez,  hanem  abban  a jogi  allapotban  (status) 
maradtak,  amely  szerint  azelott  (quo  ante),  azaz  a kongresszus  elott 
voltak.  Igy  jdtt  ki  ez  a nemileg  furcsa  nev  — status  quo  ante.  Ezeket  a 
hitkozsegeket  egyik  szervezeti  szabalyzat  sem  kotelezte  es  1927-ig  nem  is 
volt  orszagos  kepviselo  szervezetiik. 

A statusquo  iranyzatnak  Low  Jeremi^  lijhelyi  rabbi  volt  a szellemi 
atyja,  ki  hallgatasaval  nagyjelentosegu  valtozast  hozott.  Tobb,  az 
lijhelyinel  nagyobb  hitkozseg  is  ezt  az  utat  valasztotta,  kovetve  Low  rabbi 
mersekelt  meggondoltsagat  ligy  mint,  Debrecen,  Nyiregyhaza,  Eger, 
Gyongyos,  stb.  Valoszinuleg  elorehaladott  kora  miatt  ereje  hijan  volt  gon- 
doskodni  a statusquo  szervezet  felallitasarol.  A nagy  rabbi  1874-ben 
kolozott  el  az  elok  sorabol,  hatrahagyva  Majmonideszrol  irt  kom- 
mentarjat. 

Halala  utan  fiat,  Elazar  rabbit  iiltettek  szekebe.  Eleinte  hu  maradt  apja 
orokehez  es  nem  valtoztatott  a statusquo  rendezesen.  Rovidesen  azonban 


litjanak  megvaltoztatasara  kezdtek  kenyszeriteni.  Low  Elazar  rabbi 
nagyon  is  vitatott  a korabeli  ertekelesek  szerint.  Mig  emitt  az  egekig 
dicsoitettek,  aki  “tizenket  es  fel  ev....  miiltan,  mikor  eroszakosak  es 
gonoszok  akartak  megrontani  Lten  broket....  kette  valt  a kbzseg...  es 


(Elazar)  megalapitotta  az  Ftenfelo  kbzbsseget,  mely  a mai  napig  all  es  fel 
evig  meg  Ujhelyben  maradt,  aztan  Ungvarra  ment.”  55  Ewel  ellentetben, 
Friedlieber  Albert  fia  ligy  irta,  hogy  fokent  apja  befolyasolta  Low 
Jeremias  rabbit  a statusquo  iranyzat  tamogatasara  es  tbbb  rabbi  szinten 
ezt  tartotta  a legmegfelelobbnek.  Low  Elazar  egynehany  vit^  kerdesben 
bsszeiitkbzbtt  hitkbzsegevel  es  ez  lett  az  alkalom  a szakadasra.  Az 
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A rabbi  felteteleket  szabott  maradasanak:  harom  even  beliil  lij 
zsinagoga  epitendo  es  kiilon  chaszid  hitkozseg  allittassek  fel  alarendelve  a 
nagy  hitkozsegnek.  A hitkozseg  elfogadta  felteteleit  es  a Kaesztenbaum 
alapbol  bizonyos  osszeg  rendelkezesre  is  allott  az  epitkezesre.  49  A 
chaszidok  ewel  szemben  elutasitottak  a fliggosegi  ajanlatot  es  teljes 
autonomiat  koveteltek.  * * 

A magyarorszagi  zsidosag  a polgari  egyenjogusit^  elott  allt.  A 
tdrvenyjavaslatot  1867  oktobereben  nyiijtottak  be,  rovid  idovel  az 
osztrak-magyar  kiegyezes  utan.  A hitkozsegek  jogi  helyzetenek  meg- 
allapit^val  kapcsolatban  aktualissa  lett  egy  altalanos  zsido  kongresszus 
egybehivasa,  hogy  tompithassak  az  egyes  vit^  pontok  elesseget.  A 
fokerdes  az  volt,  hogy  melyik  tabor  kezeben  legyen  a hitkozsegek 
vezetese.  Egy  ike  hajlando  volt  bizonyos  mervu  aldozatra  a magyar  tar- 
sadalomba  valo  belolvad^  megkonnyitesere,  mig  a masik  nem  latott 
semmi  ellentetet  a hagyomanyokhoz  es  szokasokhoz  valo  megalkuv^ 
nelkiili  ragaszkod^  es  az  allamhoz  valo  huseg  kozt,  mint  annak  szabad 
polgarai. 

A kongresszust  megelozoen  megbeszelesre  hivta  baro  Eotvos  Jozsef, 
vall^  es  kozoktatasiigyi  miniszter,  a hitkozsegek  megbizottait,  hogy  a 
szervezeti  felepitesrol  es  taniigyrol  gondolataikat  kicserelhessek.  Zemplen- 
megye  zsidosagat  Friedlieber  Albert  kepviselte.  Rabbikat  nem  hivtak  meg, 
hogy  vall^i  kerdes  ne  meriilhessen  fel.  Azonban  az  ellentetek  oly  elesek 
voltak,  hogy  azokat  a rabbik  tavolleteben  sem  lehetett  elsimitani  . A 
megbeszelesen  meghataroztak  a kongresszus  valasztasi  szabalyzatat  es  egy 
egyseges  kozponti  szervezet  felallitasat;  tovabba  targyaltak  meg  az  elemi 
iskolai  oktat^rol  es  a Rabbikepzo  meg  a Tanitokepzo  megalapit^ 
ligyeben.  Az  orthodoxok  ellene  voltak  a kozpontositasnak  es  autonomiat 
koveteltek  minden  egyes  hitkozsegnek. 

A kongresszus  kovetvalaszt^i  szabalyzatat  az  lijhelyi  sziiletesu  iigyved 
es  ujsagiro,  Mezei  M6r  keszitette  el.  Mezei  az  egykori  tanito  es  hivatalos 
megyei  forditonak  “Mordche  professzor”-nak  volt  leszarmazottja.  Fiatal 
koratol  fogva  reszt  vett  a zsido  kozeletben  es  egyik  kezdemenyezoje  a 
zsido  kongresszusnak.  Ketszer  valasztottak  be  a parlamentbe  es  mint  a 
kereszkedelmi  jog  kivalo  szakertoje  tunt  ki.  . 

Viharos  valaszt^i  kiizdelem  utan  lilt  ossze  a kongresszus  1 865  decem- 
ber  1 4-en.  Orthodox  nyomasra,  az  eredeti  szandektol  elteroen,  rabbikat  is 
valasztottak.  Az  lijhelyi  keriiletet  ketten  kepviseltek.  Low  Jeremias  rabbi 
es  Friedlieber  Albert.  Az  lijhelyi  rabbinak  nem  nyerte  el  tetszeset  a 
kongresszus  eredeti  tervezete,  ahogyan  azt  a megbizottak  osszejovetele 
javasolta  es  ezert  elesen  fakadt  ki  Mezei  Mor  ellen.  Ez  utobbi  levelben 
fordult  Friedlieber  Alberthez,  mert  a sziilovarosabol  elhangzott  feddo  szo 
nem  esett  jol  neki.  A nyilvanos  uleseken  hallgatag  maradt  az  lijhelyi 
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kiilso  formaja  — rabbinikus  birosagi  dontes.  Ez  a dontveny  elsosorban  is 
a zempleni  orthodoxiat  es  termeszetesen  az  lijhelyit  is  meghatarolta. 
Lenyege:  a zsargon  nyelv  kizarolagos  hasznalata  a templomi  szonoklat- 
ban;  a toraolvaso  emelveny  a templom  kozepen  helyezendo  el;  a 
zsinagoga  nem  lehet  tornyos  epitmeny;  ne  oltson  a rabbi  es  az  elo- 
imadkozo  ornatust;  az  asszonytemplomnak  racsozottnak  kell  lennie;  nem 
szabad  korussal  imadkozni  — egyszoval,  a kozseg  nem  terhet  el  az 
elfogadott  szokasoktol.  71  rabbi  irta  ala  a dontvenyt  es  azt  valamennyi 
magyarorszagi  zsido  kozsegnek  elkiildtek. 

Ha  ligy  tunt,  bogy  a progresszivek  elleni  kuzdelem  elhomalyositotta  az 
orthodox-chaszid  ellenteteket,  hat  nem  ligy  tortent.  A nagymihalyi  rabbi- 
osszejovetelnek  volt  meg  tovabbi,  nem  kevesbe  jelentos  celja  is  — vissza- 
tartani  es  esetleg  meggatolni  a kozelgo  emancipaciot.  Ennek  kovet- 
kezteben  valtozas  allott  be  Low  rabbi  eddig  habozo  all^pontjaban  is.  Av- 
val  az  erelyes  kovetelessel  lepett  fel,  hogy  tavolitsak  el  a szikszoi  rabbit 
minden  osszejovetelrol,  ami  az  emancipacioval  kapcsolatos.  A 60-as  evek 
a belso  szakad^ok  esztendei,  mind  helyi  mind  pedig  orszagos  viszonylat- 
ban.  A belso  nezetelteresek  megbontottak  az  orthodoxiat  es  a chaszidok 
kiilonvalva  megvalasztottak  eloljarosagukat  es  ez  egyben  elso  lepes  is  volt 
kiilon  hitkozseg  felallitasara.  Ketsegtelen,  hogy  Low  rabbi  volt  a belso 
meghasonul^nak  legtragikusabb  alakja  es  dreg  napjaira  arra  gondolt, 
hogy  lemond  allasarol  es  mas  helyre  tavozik.  45 

A lemondas  terve  nagy  megdobbenest  keltett  a nem-chaszid  kdrokben. 
Nagymeretu  hitkozsegi  gyules  jdtt  ossze  es  igyekeztek  jobb  belatasra  birni 
a rabbit.  Elhataroztak  tehat,  hogy  lij  zsinagogat  epitenek  a regi  szazesz- 
tendos  helyett.  A kdzgyules  ama  velemenyenek  adott  hangot,  hogy  a 
szetszort  kis  imacsoportok  okozzak  az  elkiilonulest;  a chaszidok  mintegy 
allam  az  allamban  es  majdnem  hogy  iranyitasuk  ala  vettek  az  egesz  hit- 
kozseget,  mikdzben  egymassal  viszalykodo  csoportjaik  egyenetlenseget 
szitanak  a hivek  kozt.  Ezekkel  a hatarozatokkal  kivantak  es  remeltek 
visszatartani  szeretett  lelkipasztorukat. 

A hitkozseg  biiszke  volt  tudos  rabbijara,  ki  novendekeinek  a jesivaban 
nem  egyszer  mutatta  be  jartassagat  a hagyomanyos  irodalomban  es  a 
vilagi  tudomanyok  teren  egyarant.  Egyes  talmudi  tetelek  megvilagitasanal 
a termeszettudomanyos  kutatast  is  igenybe  vette.  46  Nem  ketseges,  az  e 
fajta  talmudtanitas  sokak  szemeben  “nem-zsido”  modszernek  tunt. 

A belso  szakadas  a chaszidok  es  a hitkozseg  kozt  rovidesen 
megvalosult.  Eloljarosagi  hatarozat  elismerte  imahazaik  (klauz)  kiilon- 
allasat.  Hasonlo  folyamat  jatszodott  le  Homonnan  is  es  az  ottani  hitkozseg 
egyiitterzessel  fordult  az  lijhelyihez  annak  belso  bajai  kozepette.  47  Low 
rabbi  lemondasi  szandeka  es  annak  megmasitasara  valo  torekves  teljesen 
elfoglalta  a kozelet  erdeklodeset. 
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nevezetu,  ki  a penziigyekkel  foglalkozott,  fel  akarta  oszlatni  a Kaeszten- 
baum  iskolat.  Az  akkori  zsido  sajto  mint  “halb-Chaszid”  emliti  Zuckert. 
(3  gondoskcxiott  a tanitok  fizeteserol  es  ezert  modjaban  volt  sokat  artani. 
A helyzetet  az  iskola  pesti  baratai  mentettek  meg,  anyagi  es  erkolcsi 
segitsegiikkel  egyarant.  36 

A belvillongasok  kozepette  kellemetlenne  valt  a rabbi  helyzete.  Az 
iskola  iranti  pozitiv  magatartasat  awal  is  kifejezte,  bogy  magara  vallalta  a 
heber  targyak  tanitasat  heti  6t  oraban.  Termeszetesen,  ez  tag  teret  nyitott 
a chaszidok  tamadasaira.  Az  iskolas  tanulok  nem  vehettek  fel  a versenyt  a 
cheder  novendekeivel,  kiknek  a heber  targyak  heti  oraszama, 
tulajdonkeppen,  korlatlan  volt;  a chederben  a tanitas  egesz  heten  at 
reggeltol  napestig  folyt  es  kizarolag  ebben  a targykorben.  37 

1864-ben  az  orszag  ossz-zsidosagat  erinto  kerdes  is  felmeriilt,  ami  a 
rabbi  egyertelmu  allasfoglalasat  kivanta,  pedig  valoszinuleg  a tartozkod^t 
ohajtotta  mersekelt  hajlama  folytan.  A csaszari  es  kiralyi  Helytartotanacs 
meggyorsitotta  a folyamatot  a Rabbikepzo  felallitasara  az  iskolaalapbol. 
Az  orthodoxok  elsosorban  is  Ujhelyben  tartott  titkos  osszejovetellel 
reagaltak.  1864  marcius  4-en  ot  rabbi  gyult  egybe.  Low  rabbi  volt  a 
vendeglato.  A szikszoi  Lichtenstein  Hillel  rabbi  lett  a legelesebb  ellenzoje 
a Rabbikepzo  felallitasanak  es  a gyules  elteto  eleme.  Hosszu  ejjeleken  at 
targyaltak  a nevelesrol  es  a megnyitando  szeminariumrol.  Ketsegtelen, 
hogy  az  lijhelyi  osszejovetel  nyitotta  meg  az  orthodoxia  kiizdelmet  az 
lijito  mozgalom  ellen.  Lichtenstein  Hillel  javaslatara  hat  rabbi  utazott  fel 
Becsbe;  a tokaji  vasutallomason  talalkoztak.  Low  Jeremias  is  reszt  vett  a 
kiildottsegben,  bar  szive  nem  hajlott  a szelsosegre.  A csaszar  kihallgatason 
fogadta  a rabbikat  es  nagy  kegyesen  azt  is  megengedte,  hogy  ne  fedetlen 
fovel  alljanak  elotte.^s 

Mivel  akkoriban  a neveles  kerdese  allott  az  erdeklodes  kozpontjaban,  a 
progresszivek  nagyon  is  csodalkoztak  az  orthodox  modszer  vonzo 
hatasan.  Foleg  az  volt  erthetetlen  a modern  zsido nak  — irta  a “Ben 
Chananja”  tudositoja,  hogy  a melamed  (tanito)  palcaval  a kezeben  is,  ami 
onmagaban  elvetendo  nevelesi  eszkoz,  megtolti  gyereksereggel  a chedert. 
Mi  a teendo,  ha  a chaszidok  nem  akarnak  semmikeppen  sem 
mathematikat  tanulni?  Az  illusztris  tudosito  csak  azt  felejtette  el,  hogy 
6 maga  is  egykor  nem  heti  6t  oraban  szerezte  a zsido  tudomanyokban 


volt  jartassagat. 

Az  1864-ben  Ujhelyben  kezdetet  vett  folyamat  tovabb  erosodott.  Rovid 
ido  miiltan  szaz  rabbi  gyult  egybe  Nyiregyhazan  es  klilon  felirattal  fordult 
a csaszarhoz  a Rabbikepzo  felallit^nak  megakadalyozasara  Azonban  a 
magyarorszagi  orthodoxia  alapelvei  a szabadelvuseg  valtozasainak  idejen 
az  eszak-zempleni  Nagymihalyban  foglaltattak  egybe  es  ezek  egyertelmu 
allasfoglalasukbol  kifolyolag  tulleptek  a megye  szuk  keretet.  Az  alapelvek 
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tottak  a liszkai  Caddikot.  1874-ben  adta  vissza  lelket  Teremtojenek. 

A liszkai  rabbi  egyenisege  es  mukodese  sok  vita  targyat  kepezte.  A 
progressziv  kordk,  kiket  a rabbi  nem  volt  hajlando  kifejezetten  elitelni, 
“csodatevot”  lattak  benne  es  awal  vadoltak,  bogy  megteveszti  az 
egyszeru  zsidokat.  Az  lij  idok  lij  szelleme  az  emancipacio  elotti  evekben 
felbontotta  a sorokat;  egyes  taborok  magukba  zarkoztak  es  ellenseges 
magatart^t  tanusitottak  kifele.  Minden  belso  villongasban  feltalalhatok  a 
hangadok,  kiket  “Ben  Chananja”  helyi  tudositoja  “Dafke  Leute”-nak 
nevezett  es  szerinte  ezek  elesztik  a kolcsonos  megnemertest. 

Az  alabbi  anekdota  megvilagithatja  az  akkori  kozhangulatot:  egy  nem- 
’chaszid  hivo  iskolaba  kiildte  a fiat  napi  ket  orara,  bogy  az  elsajatitsa  a 


nemet  nyelvet.  A zsido  biisvet  bonapjanak  elejen  kezebe  vette  az  apa  a 
Hagadat  (az  egyiptomi  kivonulas  tortenete)  es  egynebany  kerdest  tett  fel 
fianak.  A gyerek  szabatos  nemet  nyelven  es  szepen  valaszolt;  erre  dlibbe 
gurult  az  apa  es  igy  fakadt  ki  — dos  kind  verdirbt  sicb  dos  Loscbn  (a 
gyerek  megrontja  a nyelvet).  Ekkora  megnemertessel  viseltetett  a 
kozonseg  egy  resze  meg  a legkisebb  mervu  felvilagosultsag  ellen  is,  mint  a 
szabatos  nyelvtudas,  meg  ba  nem-cbaszidrol  is  esett  szo.  ^3  Ewel  szem- 
ben  volt  egy  m^ik  arculat:  az  lijbelyi  bitkozseg  bivatalos  kiildottseggel 
kepviseltette  magat  a sarospataki  kollegium  300  eves  fennallasanak 
iinnepsegen.  A patakiak  pedig  viszontlatogatassal  tiszteltek  meg  a Kaesz- 

tenbaum  iskolat,  mely  akkor  mar  tobb  mint  ket  evtizedes  miiltra  tekintett 


vissza.  34 

Ekkor  mar  vilagos  jelei  mutatkoztak  a belso  szakadasnak.  A 
progressziv  elemek  magyar  nyelvu  predikaciot  es  korus  reszvetelet 
koveteltek  a templomban.  A bitkozsegi  adofizetes  modja  koriil  is  elenk 
vita  folyt,  vajon  kozvetleniil  vagy  kozvetve  fizessek,  azaz,  elore  megbata- 
rozott  evi  osszegben  vagy  alkalmi  illetekek  (gabella  - krupka)  utjan.  Ez 
utobbit  a bivek  kiilonbozo  vallasi  szolgaltatasok  alkalmaval,  mint  vagat^, 
esketes,  temetes  stb.  fizetnek.  Az  ortbodoxok  valamelyes  oknal  fogva 
elleneztek  az  illetek-rendszert,  mig  a progresszivek  annak  bivei  voltak. 
(Ugy  tunik,  bogy  a krupka-kifejezes  mar  nem  volt  divatban  a mi  idonk- 
ben.)  A vita  valabogy  eljutott  az  egyik  megyei  bizottsagboz  is  es 
eppenseggel  egy  zsido  orvos,  a progressziv  allaspont  kepviseloje,  nagy 
vebemenciaval  vedte  a krupka-modszert,  mint  valami  mozesi-torvenyt. 
Az  egyik  jelenlevo  orthodox  zsido  birteleneben  es  maro  gunnyal  vetette 
kozbe:  “mit  bozza  fel  a krupkas  doktor  ezt  a temat,  biszen  meg  sobasem 
volt  a bazaban  egy  fontnyi  bus,  melyert  krupkaval  rizetett.”35 

Mivel  nebez  volt  kiilonbseget  tenni,  bogy  ki  tartozik  a progressziv,  es  ki 
az  orthodox  taborhoz,  magarol  a rabbirol  sem  tudtak,  bogy  mi  az 
allaspontja.  Ugyanakkor  meg  az  ortbodoxok  es  ch^zidok  kozt  is 
elmosodott  a valaszto  vonal.  Az  egyik  bitkozsegi  potentat,  Zucker 
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iigyeket  is  felvetett.  Megemliti  az  irat  szovege,  hogy  a megye  zsidoi 
teljesen  egybefolytak  a fold-  es  szolomuvelessel,  a foldmunkatol  a fel- 
dolgoz^ig  es  ertekesitesig,  de  ugyanakkor  sokaknak  meg  allando  letele- 
pedesi  joguk  sines  lakhelyiikon.  Vegeredmenyben,  a torveny  elotti 
egyenloseget  kovetelte  az  emlekirat  minden  polgar  szamara.  Ket  ev 
miiltan  jott  meg  a esaszari  es  kiralyi  Helytartotanacs  rendelkezese,  mely 
az  lijhelyi  hitkozseg  kereten  beliil  allitja  fel  az  intezetet;  Tanitokepzorol 
nem  esett  tobbe  szo. 

Ehhez  a mintaiskolahoz  erkezett  Singer  Izrael,  ki  50  even  at  mukodott 
itt.  Sokretu  elokepzettsege  volt.  Briinnben  vegezte  az  egyetemet,  hoi 
pedagogiat  tanult.  Tanitoi  munkassagan  kiviil  50  pedagogiai  munkat 
jelentetett  meg  es  meg  sok-sok  cikket  is  kozdlt  A mintaiskola  is  sokat 
kiizdott  a sziilokkel.  Ezek  tovabbra  is  elonyben  reszesitettek  a 
“zugiskolakat”  a jol  megszervezett  es  rendes  tanintezeteknel.  Surun  tar- 
gyaltak  ezt  a temat  a hitkozseg  eloljaroi.  Kiszelesitettek  a heber  targyak 
tanit^t  es  mar  arra  is  gondoltak,  hogy  az  iskolai  sziineteket  atvaltjak  a 
hagyomanyos  neveles  kereten  beliil  megszokott  modszerre,  azaz  tisre  es 
niszan  honapokra  (a  nagyiinnepek  es  hiisvet  idejen).  De  ennek  a forditott- 
jat  is  javallottak:  a hittan  ne  legyen  kotelezo  tantargy,  talan  igy  lesz 
csokkentheto  a sziilok  idegenkedese.  1868-ban  tuz  iitott  ki  az  iskola 
epiileteben  es  annak  jo  resze  leegett.  Az  ujjaepites  utan  megszlintettek  az 
intezet  mintaiskola  jelleget  es  ismet  eredeti  kiildetesehez  hiven  a hitkozseg 
elemi  iskolaja  lett.  29 

Zsido  iskolak  Zemplenmegye  mas  helysegeiben  is  nyiltak,  igy 
Homonnan,  hoi  dr.  Ungar  Samuel  volt  az  igazgato,;  jartas  a 
hagyomanyos  irodalomban  es  pedagogiat  is  tanult;  Tokajban  Weisz 
Vilmos  vezette  az  iskolat.  Mind  a ket  intezet  1856-ban  nyitotta  meg 
kapujat.  30 

A szabadelvu  szellem  elterjedese  dacara,  vagy  talan  eppenseggel  ennek 
kovetkezteben,  Homonnan  vervadat  koholtak  a zsidok  ellen  es  esak  a 
megye  erelyes  beavatkozasa  akadalyozta  meg  az  atrocitasok  kifejleset.  3i 

A mult  szazad  60-70-es  eveiben  lijj^ledt  a chaszid  mozgalom,  mely 
nemileg  ellankadt  Teitelbaum  rabbi  halala  utan.  Ez  az  ujj^ledes  bizonyos 
mertekben  Friedmann  Cvi  Hirsch  liszkai  rabbi  nevehez  fuzodik.  (3  volt  az 
elso  zempleni  eredetu  Caddik.  1798-ban  sziiletett  Ujhelyben.  Elobb 
Teitelbaum  rabbi  volt  a mestere,  aztan  pedig  Magyar-  es  Lengyelorszag 
tobb  rabbijanal  es  Caddikjanal  tanult.  A rabbikepesites  elnyerese  utan  az 
orszag  minden  reszerol  fordultak  hozza  chaszidok,  mert  Cvi  rabbi  Izrael 
nepenek  lankadatlan  prokatora  volt  az  Egek  Ura  elott.  Tiirelmessege  koz- 
tudomi^u  lett  meg  a szabadelvu  zsidok  irant  is.  Ket  konyvevel  valt  hir- 
nevesse  es  koranak  rabbijai  surun  emlitettek  halachikus  kerdesekben 
hozott  dontvenyeit.  Hivei  Samuel  profetahoz  es  Aron  fopaphoz  hasonli- 
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lij  idok  szellemere,  de  egyben  a tiirelmesseg  kiilonleges  peldajara  mutat: 
Eordogh  Daniel,  a termeszetrajz  tanito  elhagyta  az  iskolat  es  helyebe  Dul 
Benjamin  kapott  kinevezest.  Ismet  egy  kereszteny  tanito,  ki  zsido  kollegai 
kozt  a hitkozseg  rabbijanak  feliigyelete  alatt  vegezte  oktato  munkajat.  Az 
iskolaszek  feltekenyen  orkodott  az  intezet  onallosagan;  nem  volt  hajlando 
lemondani  a magyar  tortenelem  magyar  nyelvu  tanitasarol,  de 
ugyanakkor  kifejezven  bizonyos  mervu  zsido  szolidaritast  egyetlen  lepest 
sem  tett  — pedig  modjaban  lett  volna  — a torvenyteleniil  mukodo 
“zugiskolak”  (cheder)  ellen. 

A szazad  hetedik  evtizedenek  elejen  mar  meggyengiilt  az  osztrak  ab- 
szolutizmus.  Megelenkiilt  a megyei  es  varosi  elet.  A valasztasokon  zsidok 
is  resztvehettek  aktiv  es  passziv  valasztojoggal.  Bevalasztottak  zsidokat  a 
varosi  vezetosegbe,  a kiilonbozo  bizottsagokba,  a megye  1 6 zsido  kiildot- 
tet  nevezett  ki  — mintegy  karpotolvan  az  1849.  evi  elmaradt  emanci- 
pacioert.  Zsido  orvosokat  neveztek  ki  kiilonbozo  feladatokra,  mint  dr. 
Schon,  dr.  Schwartz,  dr.  Ungar  es  dr.  Thoman;  ettol  fogva  a megye  zsido 
orvosainak  hire-neve  messzi  foldre  is  eljutott.  A szabadelvu  eszmek 
divatta  lettek,  amit  legjobban  az  alabbi  eset  jelkepez.  1861 -ben  valasztas 
volt  a varosban  egyes  tisztsegekre.  Hirteleneben  egy  jelolt  neve  meruit  fel, 
mely  valahogyan  zsido  hangzasiinak  tiint  es  ezert  ez  azonnal  altalanos 
szimpatiat  keltett.  Mikor  szavazasra  keriilt  a sor,  kidenilt,  hogy  az  illeto 
nem  zsido  es  ezert  jeloltsege  azonnal  lekeriilt  a napirendrol.  Kar,  hogy 
a “Ben  Chananja”  folyoirat  ujhelyi  tudositoja  nem  hagyta  ordkiil 
zempleni  flloszemitizmus  aldozatanak  nevet.  Feltehetoleg  nemet  szar- 
mazasu  volt  a jelolt  es  innen  eredhetett  a pillanatnyi  tevedes. 

A zsido  kozeletben  az  lij  iskolaalap  kepezte  a kozerdeklodes  targyat.  A 
celkitunes:  Rabbikepzo  es  negy  Tanito-kepzo  a hozzakapcsolando  minta- 
iskolakkal,  tovabba  szegeny  gyerekek  es  siiket-nemak  gyamolit^. 
Akkortajt  keriilt  sor  a kiralyi  par  zempleni  latogatasara.  Az  egesz  megye 
lazasan  kesziilt  a fogadasra.  A tudositok  kiilon  kiemeltek  a hegyaljai 
zsidok  “diadalkapujaf\  Mikor  a felseges  vendegek  Tarcalnal  Zemplen 
fbldjere  leptek,  Weinberger  Gyula  altala  szerkesztett  nemet  nyelvu 
kerelmet  nyiijtott  at  Ujhelyben  felallitando  mintaiskola  targyaban.  A 
kerelmet  az  alabbi  indokok  tamasztottak  ala:  Ujhely  a legkozelebbi  varos 
az  eszak-keleti  megyekhez,  ahol  suru  a zsido  lakossag  es  ugyanakkor 
maga  Zemplenmegye  zsidosaga  25,000  lelket  szamlal,  ami  egy-harmada  a 
kassai  keriilet  zsido  lakossaganak.  Ujhelyben  1838  ota  letezik  zsido  iskola 
es  annak  megalapozottsaga  mindorokre  biztositott.  A varos  zsidosaga  hu 
a hag>'omanyokhoz  es  errol  jol  ismert  az  egesz  orszagban.  A Tanitokepzo 
tanuloi  megfelelo  szallast,  ellatast  es  legkort  talalhatnak  a varosban.  A 
hitkozseg  eloljaroi  altal  almrt  kerelem,  nem  elegedett  meg  a mintaiskola 
felallit^val,  hanem  tovabbmenve  altalanos  es  Zemplen  megyet  erinto 
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badsag  iigyet,  cikkekben  es  versekben.  Egyik  leghiresebb  koltemenye 
akkor  “Kaszahoz,  ki  magyar  \ nagy  lelkesedest  valtott  ki. 

A vesztes  szabadsagharc  utan  Parizsba  szokdtt  es  csak  1850-ben  tert 
vissza  Miskolcra.  Kossuth  azt  mondta  rola:  “Az  a velemenyem,  hogy 
rajtam  kivtil  Heilprin  a legjobb  magyar.”  Rovid  miskolci  tartozkodas 
utan,  1 853-ban  elfogadta  az  ujhelyi  Kaesztenbaum  iskola  igazgatoi  allasat. 
Feladatara  kiilbn  kepezte  ki  magat,  hires  pedagogusok  muveit 
tanulmanyozta  es  tanito-oklevelet  szerzett.  Tanitvanyai  tisztelettel  es 
ragaszkodassal  viseltettek  iranta  es  kartarsai  nagyra  becsultek.  Minden 
heten  sajat  lakasan  beszelte  meg  vellik  a heti  anyagot  es  a kovetendo 


modszert.  Szombat  delutanonkent  hazaba  gyultek  a varos  muveltebb 
zsidoi,  kik  elott  tudomanyos  eloadasokat  tartott.  Low  Jeremias,  a tudos 
forabbi  is  nagy  tiszteloje  volt  Heilprinnek,  azonban  a hitkozseg  vezetosege 
osszekulonbozott  az  iskola  igazgatojaval.  Feltehetoleg,  Heilprin  tobbre 


hivatott,  mint  az  allasa  Ujhelyben  es  1856-ban  Amerikaba  vandorolt.  Ot- 
tani  23  eves  tevekenysege  karrierjenek  csiicspontja  volt.  Munkatarsa  lett 
az  “American  Encyclopaedia”-nak  es  ott  tette  kozze  klasszikus  muvet 
“The  Historical  Poetry  of  Ancient  Hebrews”,  ket  kotetben;  irodalmi  es 
lijsagiroi  munkajabol  tartotta  el  magat.  He  rovid  ideig  is,  de  gazdagga  es 
szinesse  tette  Heilprin  Mihaly  Ujhely  zsido  tarsadalmi  es  szellemi  eletet.  1 9 
Az  iskola  lijabb  megnyitasa  egybeesett  Low  Jeremias  rabbi 


beiktat^val.  Ot  even  at  nem  volt  szellemi  es  lelki  vezetoje  az  ujhelyi 
kozsegnek.  A rabbi  Verborol  jott  ide;  ismertte  lett  a Majmonidesz  kom- 
mentarjarol.  Mindig  a mersekelt  kdzeputat  valasztotta  es  elesen  ellenezte 
a chaszid  mozgalmat.  Ujhelybe  erkeztekor  diszes  fogadast  rendeztek  tisz- 
teletere;  az  iskola  es  a Talmud-tora  tanitvanyai  sorfala  kozt  vonult  a tem- 
plomba.  2 • 

Az  lij  rabbi  kinevezo  levele  a tobbi  kozott  jesiva  felallitasat  is  feladataul 
tuzte  ki.  Ez  a jesiva  a pozsonyi  nagy  rabbinikus  Akademia  elokeszitojenek 
szamitott.  31  ilyen  elokeszito  mukodott  Magyarorszagon,  melyeknek 
tanuloi  mentesseget  nyertek  a katonai  szolgalat  alol.  A fenti  szamban 
foglaltatott  az  ujhelyi  es  harom  tovabbi  jesiva  Zemplenmegyeben:  Tallyan 
Tannenbaum  P.  rabbi,  Sarospatakon  Bayern  Jezsaj^  es  Tolcsvan  Gliick 
Abraham  rabbi  vezetesevel.22  Megerosodott  tehat  Zemplenben  a rab- 
binikus chaszid-ellenes  felfogas  es  ugyanakkor  terjedni  kezdett  a 
felvilagosod^  es  a mersekelt  iranyzatii  modernizalod^.  A rabbi  tevekeny 
reszt  vett  az  iskola  feliigyeleteben,  amint  azt  a Kaesztenbaum  vegrendelet 
es  a hitkozseg  ohaja  is  kifejezte.  Azonban  mindezek  ellenere  az  iskola 
tovabbra  is  tanulohiannyal  kuzdott,  a sziilok  tovabbra  is  elonyben 
reszesitettek  a chedert.  Az  iskolaban  nemileg  lij  szelek  fiijtak.  1854-ben 
majalist  tartottak  a gyerekek  az  ujhelyi  hegyekben  es  a III.  realosztalyban 
latin  nyelvet  tanitott  az  igazgato,  Heilprin  Mihaly.  Es  meg  valami,  ami  az 
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haber  es  magyar  irodalomban;  Eordogh  Daniel,  a nem-zsido  a tamtoi  kar- 
ban,  termeszetrajzot  es  geografiat  oktatott,  lijsagiro  es  kolto;  Rosenmeyer 
Izsak  a nemetorszagi  Fuldabol  jdtt,  jeles  mathematikus  es  fizikus,  tobb 
tankonyv  szerzoje  es  a Ben  Chananja  folyoirat  munkatarsa.  Meg  sokan 
m^ok  is  palyaztak,  igy  dr.  Adler  Breslaubol  es  egy  piarista  pap-tanar  is. 
Ez  utobbi  fel  is  vetetett,  de  rendfonoke  nem  egyezett  bele,  bogy  itt  all^t 
vallaljon. 

Valamennyi  intellektuelbol,  kik  hirteleneben  Ujhelybe  jottek,  Heilprin 
Mihaly  volt  a legkimagaslobb  egyeniseg.  Lengyelorszagban  sziiletett 
1823-ban.  Iskolaba  sohasem  jart;  apja  volt  tanitoja  s neveloje.  Nagy 
szellemi  tehetsege  mar  koran  kitunt.  Alapos  ismereteket  szerzett  a heber 
irodalomban  es  bolcseszetben,  idegen  nyelveket  elsajatito  kepessege 
rendkiviili  volt.  Heberiil,  lengyeliil  es  nemetiil  mar  1 2 eves  koraban  ver- 
selt;  tanult  ezutan  latint  es  gorogot,  franciaul  es  angolul.  Olvasta  a 
klasszikus  koltoket  - Homeros,  Vergilius  es  Horatius;  mindezeken  feliil 
megtanulta  meg  az  alabbi  nyelveket:  roman,  olasz,  spanyol,  magyar,  Por- 
tugal, afab,  szir  es  perzsa.  Kiilonleges  nyelvtanulasi  modszert  talalt 
maganak:  elobb  megtanulta  a szotart  es  aztan  jeles  irok  muveit  olvasta. 
Csaladja  1842-ben  Jott  Magyarorszagra.  A fiatalember  Miskolcon 
konyvkereskedest  nyitott  s a magyar  nyelvet  s irodalmat  rovidesen  any- 
nyira  elsajatitotta,  bogy  mint  kolto  lepett  fel  a tobb  lapban  is  megjelent 
“Zsido  kordal”  c.  kdltemenyevel.  E dalban  kifejezest  adott  Heilprin  a 
zsidok  nyomaszto  politikai  belyzetenek  es  annak  egyik  szakaszaban  igy 
tett  bitvallast  — 

“S  minden  nepek  ballatara 
Mondjuk  ki: 

Hogy  e vallast  biven  fogjuk 
Orzeni: 

Mit  maglyakon  el  nem  bagytunk 
S kinpadon, 

El  nem  bagyjuk  soba,  soba 
Szabadon!  ‘‘ 


Uzlete  a varos  szabadelvu  koreinek  lett  gyiilekezo  belye.  Koltemenyei 
surun  jelentek  meg,  egyesek  nevteleniil.  Nem  koltoi  ertekiik  emeli  ki  e 
verseket,  banem  az  a koriilmeny,  bogy  szerzoje  lengyel  zsido,  ki  negy  ev 
multan  magyar  kolto  lett.  Heberre  forditotta  Vorosmarty  “A  bontalan” 
dmu  koltemenyet  es  Becsben  tette  kozze.  A Nemzetgyules  kovetei  a zsido 
kerdes  targyalasakor  ismertek  meg  nevet.  Egyik  1848  marciusaban 
koltott  verset  sok  ezres  peldanyban  terjesztettek.  Bevonult  a Nemzetor- 
segbe,  majd  pedig  Szemere  Bertalan  beliigyminiszteriumaban  mukodott, 
mint  fogalmazo.  Surun  szonokolt  nepgyuleseken,  szolgalta  a magyar  sza- 


59 


Szegeden  tartott  utolso  iilesen  talalt  elismeresre,  de  akkor  mar  az  orszag 
iigye  a vegomlas  szelen  allt.  Azonban  az  ott  elfogadott  torvenyjavaslat 
sem  felelt  meg  a szabadelvuseg  minden  feltetelektol  mentes  alapelveinek, 
mivel  az  a korszellem  kovetelte  vallasi  reformhoz  kototte  a zsidok  eman- 
cipaciojat.  A fenti  torvenynek  gyakorlati  jelentosege  mar  amiigysem 
lehetett;  augusztusban  egesz  Magyarorszag  osztrak  es  orosz  seregek 
kezebe  keriilt. 

A vereseg  utan  az  osztrak  elnyomo  kiilon  bosszulta  meg  magat  a 
zsidokon.  Az  osztrak  kormanyzat  2,300,000  fit.  hadisarcot  vetett  ki 
Magyarorszag  zsidosagara  ligy  mondvan,  bogy  a legtobb  zsido  erzesben 
es  bunds  tetteiben  elosegitette  a forradalmat,  mely  reszveteliik  nelkiil 
sohasem  lett  volna  kepes  annyira  kiterjedni.  A biintetest  negy  even  beliil 
kellett  beflzetni,  negyedevi  reszletekben. 

Az  osztrak  katonai  kormanyzat  azonban  egyhamar  eszrevette,  bogy  a 
zsidok  keptelenek  eleget  tenni  fizetesi  kdtelezettsegiiknek,  igy  tebat  egy 
fokozatosan  kdnnyito  folyamat  kezdoddtt  el.  1850  szeptembereben 
eltdriiltek  a biintetest  es  a csaszar  atvaltoztatta  taniigyet  elomozdito 
alappa  zsido  iskolabalozat  letrebozasara.  Az  alap  dsszege  1 millio  fit. -ban 
allapittatott  meg.  Ama  bizottsag,  mely  annak  idejen  a tiirelmi  ado  terbet 
osztotta  fel,  most  az  alap  terbenek  viseleset  allapitotta  meg  a megyek 
bitkdzsegeinek.  Zemplenmegye  zsidoira  35,000  frt.-ot  vetett  ki  a 
bizottsag.  Ez  az  dsszeg  egyike  a legnagyobbaknak,  kiveven  Pest  es  Po- 
zsony  varosokat,  Veszprem,  Borsod  es  Nyitra  megyeket.  Zemplenmegye 
resze  az  alapban  egyben  merteke  is  az  itteni  bitkdzsegek  jelentosegenek, 
Ujbely  kdzsegevel  egyiitt. 

Az  1857.  evi  statisztikai  adatok  szerint  25,529  zsido  elt  a megyeben.  A 
felmeresbol  az  deitil  ki,  bogy  a megye  valamennyi  kdzdssegebol  csak  a 
zsidok  szama  gyarapodott,  1337  lelekkel,  mig  a tdbbi  vall^i  kdzdssegek 
biveinek  szama  csdkkenoben  volt  1850  ota,  mikor  a szabadsagbarc  utani 
nepszamlal^t  megejtettek.  Sokan  onkent  valasztottak  a szamuzetest 
tartva  a gyoztes  osztrakok  bossziijatol.  Kdztiik  volt  dr.  Rotb  Albert,  ki 
Algeriaban  telepedett  le.  Ez  az  ujbely i orvos  1841 -ben  nyerte  el 


diplomajat  orvostudomanyi  ertekezesevel.  Valoszinu,  bogy  6 volt  az 
elso  zsido  orvos  Ujbelyben^^,  ki  doctor  cimmel  rendelkezett. 

A szabadsagbarc  utani  nevelo  munka  megiijulasaval  az  iskola  magyar 
es  nemetorszagi  lapokban,  mint  az  Augsburger  Allgemeine  Zeitung, 
Magyar  Hirlap  stb.  birdetett  palyazatot  kivalo  pedagogusok  elnyerese 
vegett.  Erdekesnek  tiinbet,  bogy  egy  kis  varoskanak  a zsido  iskolaja  by 
nagyravagyo  lett.  A palyazat  tefejeztevel  megalakult  a tanitoi  kar.  Er- 
dekes  egyenisegek  voltak  benne,  zsidok  es  nem-zsidok  egyarant:  a a tolcs- 
vai  Goldberger  Emanuel  kivalo  belyet  foglalt  el  a talmudistak  es  beber 
nyelv  muveloi  kozt;  Stern  Jozsef  Madon  sziiletett,  nagy  jartassaggal  birt  a 
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linnepsegen  Teitelbaum  rabbi  is  reszt  vett,  tobb  jesivaban  (magasabb  foku 
talmudiskola)  is  tanult  es  a szantoi  rabbito!  rabbi-okleveiet  is  kapott. 
Rabbiallast  sohasem  foglalt  el,  de  minden  hozzafordulo  valaszt  kapott  tole 
halachifcus  kerdesekben.  “Meresz”  ujitasokra  volt  hajlando,  tobbszor 


toltotte  be  az  eloimadkozo  szerepet,  predikalt  a templomban,  iro  es 
alkalmi  kolto  volt.  8 

A horvat  betores  hirere  1 848  szeptembereben  lij  zaszloaljakat  szervez- 
tek:  az  lijhelyi  hitkozseg  18  ujoncot  allitott  ki  koltsegere  teljes 
felszerelessel  es  nagy  tomeg  kiserte  oket  harci  dalokat  enekelve  a 
sarospataki  taborba.  A dalok  egy  resze  helybeli  zsido  koltok  szer- 
zemenye.  ^ Mikor  pedig  megalakult  a honvedseg,  a zsidok  minden 
kiilonleges  akadaly  nelkiil  soroztattak  be.  Ujhelyben  egy  14  eves  fiatal 
gyerek  is  bevonult,  Tiszti  Lajos;  kesobb  lapszerkeszto  lett.  Az  egykori 
fiatal  hos  nem  maradt  hu  nepehez  es  felnott  koraban  kitert.  lo 

Ama  sorsdonto  napokban  nem  kesziilhettek  pontos  feljegyzesek.  A 
korabeliek  ligy  tudtak,  bogy  20.000  zsido  katona  harcolt  a magyar 
honvedsegben,  tehat  a magyarorszagi  zsidosag  viszonylag  tizszer  annyi 
katonat  adott  hazajanak,  mint  az  osszlakossag.  1 1 E hazafias  lelkesedes  a 
jogfosztottsag  kozepette  langolt  fel  es  ugyanakkor  a tobbi  kisebbsegek 
elerve  a polgari  egyenjogusitast  fellazadtak  es  Habsburg-Ausztria  szolga- 
lataban  habonit  inditottak  a magyar  nep  ellen. 

A dolog  termeszetenel  fogva  a torzstiszti  karban  nem  lehettek  zsidok. 
Ehhez  hianyoztak  az  elofeltetelek,  de  az  alsobb  rangiiak  kozt  eleg  sokan 
voltak.  Erdemes  felfigyelni  egy  feljegyzesre  azokrol  a veteran  katonakrol, 
kik  40  ewel  a haboni  utan  meg  eletben  voltak.  Ujhelyben  ket  hadnagy 
elt,  Friedlieber  Mor  es  Jung  Samuel;  egy  tizedes  — Lederman  Adolf  es 
harom  kozvitez  — Goldbereger  Jakab,  Friedmann  Lorinc  es  Engel  Jakab. 
Ez  utobbirol  az  all,  hogy  kolduskent  tengette  eletet.  *2  Sch^vartz  Vilmos, 
Ujhely  szulotte,  Kossuth  kozeli  korehez  tartozott.  A szabadsagharcot  mint 


fohadnagy  kiizdotte  vegig;  kesobb  mint  ujsagiro  tunt  ki  es  kozeleti 

tevekenysege  erdemelil  a varos  diszpolgarava  valasztotta.  1 3 

Nem  csak  veriiket  ontottak  a zsidok  magyar  szabadsagert;  jo  sziwel 

aldoztak  anyagiakat  a hitkozsegek  es  egyes  szemelyek  is  a Bodrogkozben, 

^ 

Szerencs  videken,  Nagymihalyon,  Rakoczon,  Tokajban  es  Ujhelyben.  A 
felajanl^okon  kiviil  kolcsonoket  is  adtak  az  allamnak  es  pedig  jelentos 
osszegekben.  Az  lijhelyi  zsidok  kolcsonei  sohasem  teriiltek  vissza.  A 
magyar  szabadsagharc  megbukott  es  a zsidokra  sulyos  hadisarcot  vetettek 
ki  reszveteluk  es  lelkes  tamogatasuk  miatt.  A zsidok  aldozathozatala  ab- 
ban  is  kifejezesre  jutott,  hogy  sokfele,  haboniban  sziikseges  anyagot  es 
holmit  gyujtottek  Tokajban  es  Nagymihalyon  a bevonult  lijoncok  fel- 
szerelesere.  >4 

A magyarorszagi  zsidok  husege  a Nemzetgyules  1849  jiilius  24-en 
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Rabbi  Jekuthiel  termekeny  irodalmi  tevekenyseget  fejtett  ki.  Sajto  ala  ren- 
dezte  es  kiadta  nagyapja  iratait,  de  6 maga  is  buzgolkodott: 
toramagyarazatait,  beszedeit  es  reszponzumait  (halachikus  kerdesekre 
adott  valaszok)  adta  ki  tobb  kotetben. 

Ahogy  a rabbi  Ujhelybol  elkoltozott,  a hitkdzseg  Low  Lipothoz,  akkor 
papai  rabbi,  fordult,  ki  egyike  az  elso  felvilagosult  rabbiknak,  szerkesztoje 
es  kiadoja  a Szegeden  megjelent  nemet  nyelvu  Ben  Chananja  folyoirat- 
nak.  A hitkdzseg  ajanlast  kert  Idle  az  iskola  fotanitoi  allasanak 
betdltesere.  Az  ajanlaskeres  egymagaban  is  bizonyitja  a hitkdzseg 
vezetdsegenek  hajlamat  es  annak  elndke,  Bermann  Izrael,  faradhatatlan 
volt  a cel  elereseben.  Kdzeledven  az  1 848-as  esztendd,  a megye  nem  volt 
kepes  kello  erellyel  szorgalmazni  a zsidd  kdzseg  taniigyi  kerdeseinek 
megold^t  es  napirendre  tert  a dolgok  felett.  A helybeli  zsiddk  pedig  az 
akkori  esemenyek  forgatagaba  sodrddtak.  * 

II  Jozsef  Ota  igyekezett  a magyarorszagi  zsiddsag  megszabadulni  az 
addk  legkegyetlenebbjetdl,  a turelmi  addtdl.  Hosszas  targyalasok  utan  V. 
Ferdinand  csaszar  megsziintette  1,200.00  frt.  valtsag  elleneben.  Kdzeleti 
bizottsagot  allitottak  fel,  mely  meghatarozta  a minden  egyes  kdzsegre  esd 
reszt.  Zemplenmegye  zsiddira  41.072  frt.-ot  vetettek  ki,  ami 
megyekkel  egybevetve  egyike  a legmagasabbaknak.  7 

Az  1 847-48-as  orszaggyules  ellenszenwel  viselkedett  a zsiddk  ugyeben. 
Eltdrdlte  a feudalizmust,  de  tartdzkodd  volt  a zsiddk  irant;  a kiilddttek 
altalaban  elleneztek  az  egyenjogusag  megad^t.  A zempleni  szarmaz^ii 
Kossuth  Lajos  legalabb  reszleges  emancipacidt  javasolt,  azaz  minden 
egyes  varos  maga  allapitotta  meg,  hogy  melyik  polgara  kapja  meg  a 
valasztdjogot.  A legtdbb  megye,  kdztiik  Zemplen  is,  elvetette  a javaslatot. 
Erne  jogfosztottsag  kdzepette  erkezett  el  Magyarorszag  szabadsagkiiz- 
delmenek  leghiresebb  napja  — 1848.  marcius  15. 

A szabadelvuseg  verontas  nelklili  diadala  nem  volt  kepes  az 
orszaggyulest  velemenyvaltozasra  birni  es  a zsidd  kerdesben  hatarozat 
nelkul  oszlott  fel.  Nagy  volt  a csalddas  es  minden  bizonnyal  ez  a 
hatarozatkeptelenseg  szitotta  fel  a zsiddellenes  kitdreseket  Pozsonyban, 
Pesten  es  sok  mas  helyen  is. 

Az  antiszemita  erziilet  elsd  sorban  is  a Nemzetdrsegbdl  zarta  ki  a 
zsidokat.  A Nemzetdrseg  eleinte  a belsd  rendre  iigyelt  es  csak  az  ellense- 
geskedesek  kitdresevel,  meg  a honvedseg  felallit^  eldtt,  vallalt  magara 
hard  feladatot  is.  Ahogy  sulyosbodott  a helyzet,  a hatdsagok  mar  nem 
atallottak  a zsidokat  is  besorozni  es  egyes  helyeken  a polgarok  azt  a 
szegyenteljes  ajanlatot  tettek,  hogy  csak  a zsiddk  menjenek  harcolni. 
i^onban  mindez  mit  sem  csdkkentett  a zsiddk  hazafias  lelkesultsegen. 
Ujhelyben  100  zsidd  lepett  be  a Nemzetdrsegbe  es  Kassa  fele  vonultak  ki, 
kdztiik  Frenkel  Jozsef  es  Friedlieber  Albert.  Ez  utdbbi,  kinek  bar-micva 
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Az  iskola  megnyitasaval  ujtipusii  emberek  erkeztek  Ujhelybe.  Reiner 
Mor,  a magyar  tantargyakat  tanitotta,  arckep  festes  teren  tiint  ki.  Schon- 
mann  Hirsch  Nemetorszagbol  jott,  nemet  es  heber  targyaknak  volt  kituno 
tanitoja.  Elobbi  hazajaban  mint  rabbi  mukodott...  Surun  cikkezett  nemet- 
es  magyarorszagi  folyoiratokban. 

A Kaesztenbaum  iskola  elso  feliigyeloje  Thoman  Mor,  a koziigyek 
lelkes  elomozditoja,  jartas  mind  a vilagi  mind  pedig  a hagyomanyos 
irodalomban.  Meg  84  eves  koraban  is  gyakran  latogatta  szeretett  intezetet. 
1867-ben  hunyt  el. 

Schonmann  kezdemenyezesere  az  ifjusag  karban  imadkozott,  egyiitt  az 
eloimadkozoval.  Sok  sziilo  elitelte  az  lij  szokast  es  azt  “vallasronto 
ujitas”-nak  tekintette.  Mindez  Teitelbaum  rabbi  eletenek  utolso  eveben 
tortent  es  nyilvan  elorehaladott  kora  miatt  nem  volt  elegendo  ereje  meg- 
gatolni  az  lij  szellem  behatolasat.  Fennallasanak  elso  eveiben  harom 
osztalybol  allt  az  iskola  es  mintegy  40-60  flu  tanult  benne  irast,  olvasast 
es  szamolast.  A heber  targyakat  arra  hivatott  es  a hagyomanyban  jartas 
tanitok  oktattak,  mint  Knapfler  Mozes.  A helyi  zsido  kozvelemeny  eleinte 
tartozkodoan  viselkedett  es  ez  abbol  is  kitunik,  hogy  a kb.  300  tankoteles 
korban  levo  gyerekbol  csak  hatodresze  iratkozott  be  es  a tobbiek  tovabbra 
is  chederbe  (alapfokii  heber  tantargyakat  tanito  iskola),  azaz  ahogy  akkor 
neveztek  — zugiskolaba  jartak. 

Az  altalanos  tankotelezettseg  a 40-es  evek  elejen  valt  aktualissa. 
Eloterbe  keriilt  a kerdes,  allitsanak-e  fel  klilon  iskolat,  vagy  a mar 
meglevot  szelesitsek  ki.  A fenti  kerdes  tobb  mint  tiz  even  at  volt  napiren- 
den  es  nem  felejtendo  el,  hogy  a tankotelezettseg  lanyokra  is  vonatkozott. 

Teitelbaum  rabbi  halalaval  1841 -ben  felmeriilt  a nagy  Caddik 
meguresedett  szekenek  betoltese.  A valasztas  unokajara  Jehuda 
Jekuthielra  esett,  ki  akkor  Lengyelorszagban  volt  rabbi.  Az  uj  rabbi 


kinevezo  levelebol  azt  a benyomast  szerzi  az  olvaso,  hogy  ime  eltunt  a 
nagyapat  ovezo  dicsfeny.  A feltehetoleg  tobbseget  kitevo  chaszid-ellenes 
tabor  megkivanta  kotni  rabbija  kezet  es  az  elore  megszabott  feltetelek 
mintegy  hangos  tiltakozas  a nagy  Caddik  kora  es  bevezetett  szokasai 
ellen.  Kideriilt  tehat,  hogy  Teitelbaum  Mozes  tobb  mint  harminc  eves 
lij  helyi  rabbiskodasa  es  a nagy  tisztelet,  ami  szemelyet  ovezte,  nem  volt 
elegendo  ahhoz,  hogy  chaszid  modszere  kozsegeben  mely  gyokereket  ver- 
jen.  Egyesek  ligy  mondtak,  hogy  Magyarorszag  nem  valo  a 
chaszidoknak.  Valojaban  a nagy  kozpontok  Ujhelytol  keletre,  Munkacson 
es  Szigeten  keletkeztek.  5 

Rabbi  Jekuthiel  nem  is  igyekezett  tiilsagosan  megtartani  a szerzodest. 
Kiilon  szefard  ritusii  imacsoportja  (minjan)  volt  otthonaban  es  ez  mar 
belso  szakadas  jele.  A hitkozseg  vezetosege  nem  tamogatta  rabbijat  es 
lemond^  utan  egy  belsoleg  meghasonlott  kozseget  hagyott  maga  utan. 
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meghatarbztam  magamat  hogy  Nemzetemnek  ezen  hibajan  tsak  valamen- 
nyire  is  segiteni;‘s  ez  altal  oket  az  Tarsasagnak  (Tarsadalomnak  hasz- 
nosabb  Tagjaiva  formalni  a mennyire  tolem  ki  telhetik  igyekszem...“ 
Ugy  velte,  hogy  az  iskolat  a templom  udvaran,  vagy  mas  alkalmas  telken 
kell  felepiteni  es  azt  a hagyatek  feliigyeloje  “az  Ujhelyi  ‘Sido  Rabbinussal 
’s  ez  altala  ki  rendelt  ket  betsiiletes  'Sidoval  ertekezve  ugy  organizalni, 
hogy  ebben  egyenesen  Atyamfiainak  (rokonaimnak)  arvai  ingyen 
neveltessenek ’s  tanitassanak."  Az  iskola  felugyeletet  tehat  az  ujhelyi  rab- 
binak  kellett  ellatni,  de  az  anyagi  elszamolas  kozos  feladata  volt  a 
hagyatek  nem-zsido  feliigyelojevel.  Ha  nem  a rabbi  a tanfeliigyelo,  ligy  az 
“oskola  Inspektornak,  a ki  egyediil  tsak  'Sido  lehet  fizetese  400  Pft  leszen, 
koteles  lesz  a Gyermekeket  jo  rendbe  tartani,  oket  az  6 Szertartasokhoz 
keppest  illendo  Tudomanyokba  nevelni,  ’s  Tanitoik  altal  neveltetni.”  Az  6 
dPlguk  osszeallitani  a tanitoi  kart  es  megallapitani  beriiket.  Ha  nines 
elegendo  arva  csaladjaban,  jogosultak  a feliigyelok  idegen  arvakat  is 
istapolni.  Vegeredmenyben,  Kaesztenbaum  a megyei  hatosagokra  bizta 
hagyatekanak  felugyeletet,  mint  donto  tenyezo  az  iskola  vezetosegenek 
valtozasakor.  Kideriilt  tehat,  hogy  a vegrendelkezo  eredetileg  is  a 
hatosagokra  tamaszkodott  es  e teny  feltetleniil  elgondolkoztato,  mert  az 
a beolvadasi  szandekot  jelezte  a jogfosztottsag  napjaiban  is. 

A Kaesztenbaum  hagyatekabol  felallitott  iskola  106  even  keresztiil 
nevelte  Ujhely  es  kornyeke  nemzedekeit. 

Kezdettol  fogva  sok  nehezseg  es  akadaly  meruit  fel.  A megyegyules 
jegyzokonyve  elarulja,  hogy  “majdnem  kizarolag  esak  Talmudot 
ohajtanak  eloadatni  ’s  tanittatni,  novendekeibol  ‘sido  tanitokat  vagy 
eppen  Rabbinusokat  formaltatni  ’s  az  oskolat  inkabb  Academianak, 
vagyis  fellengosebb  Talmudistakat  tanito  helynek,  mintsem  nepiskolainak 
kivanjak  alakittatni.’’^  jiz  esztendot  tartott  az  eles  vita  a kozseg  ket 
tabora  kozt  es  mindez  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  mukodesenek  utolso 
eveiben  zajlott  le.  A hitkozseg  elnoke,  Schon  Mozes,  azon  buzgolkodott, 
hogy  Ujhelyben  zsido  nepiskola  mukodjek  es  6 volt  a kijeldlt  feliigyeloje 
is  a vegrendelet  6.  szakasza  ertelmeben.  Egyarant  tervezte  Schon  a heber 
valamint  a vilagi  ismeretek  tanitasat,  hogy  “az  intezet  viragozzek  es  mas 
nagy  varosok  realiskolaival  (!)  versenyezhessen.”  Teitelbaum  rabbi  a 
hitkozsegre  bizta  az  iskolara  valo  felugyeletet,  mellyel  a vegrendelet 
elsosorban  6t  ruhazta  fel. 

Schon  Mozes  serenyen  tevekenykedett  es  1838  oktober  16-an  megnyilt 
az  iskola  a megye  es  a hitkozseg  szine-java  jelenleteben.  Mivel  az  egykori 
leir^ok  nem  tesznek  emlitest  a rabbi  jelenleterol,  felteheto,  hogy 
tavolmarad^val  adott  kifejezest  velemenyenek.  A kozponti  beszedet 
Matolay  Gabor  mondotta,  ki  a megye  reszerol  latta  el  a fofeliigyelo 
feladatat. 
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VIII.  A beolvad^  a szakadds  uQdn 


A zemplenmegyei  Pelejten  elt  Kaesztenbaum  Marton,  a nagy  ember- 
barat,  koranak  egyik  legerdekesebb  alakja.  Lengyelorszagi  szarmazasii. 
Eleinte  mint  szolga  kereste  kenyeret,  aztan  berlo  lett.  Viszonylag  hamar 
emelkedett  magasra.  Ketszer  hazasodott,  de  a gyermekaldas  elmaradt  es 
ezt  nagyon  fajlalta.  Nagy  vagyona  dacara  szerenyen  elt,  egyszeru  hazban 
lakott.  A szombat  es  iinnepnapokat  szigoruan  megtartotta  hazaban,  a 
parancsolatokhoz  hiven  viselkedett.  Tudomanya,  minden  bizonnyal,  nem 
terjedt  tiil  az  imadsagos  konyv  ismereten  es  talan  irni  sem  tudott. 
Szeretetre  melto  volt  mindenkihez  es  jo  kapcsolatokat  tartott  a megye 
uraival.  Nem  tartozott  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  chaszidjaihoz.  Szorgalmas 
es  pedans  ember  volt,  takarekos,  ki  cselekedeteit  mindig  jol  meggondolja 
es  ezert  vegrendeletet  evekkel  halala  elott  keszitette  el  es  a megyei 
leveltarba  helyezte  le.  • 

Mikor  vegoraja  kozeledtet  erezte,  felhatalmazta  nem  zsido  iigyvedjet, 
bogy  mutassa  be  vegrendeletet  a megyei  hatosagoknak;  1829-ben  hunyt 
el.  Rabbik  vagy  hitkozsegi  vezetok  nem  kisertek  el  utolso  utjara,  csak  az 
oroksegre  varo  rokonok  vettek  koriil  koporsojat.  Egyszeruen,  nagy 
reszvet  nelklil  temettek  el  a szegeny-gazdagot,  es  meg  sirhelyet  illetoleg 
sines  bizonyossag.  Ket  valtozat  forgott  kozszajon:  az  egyik  szerint  pelejtei 
birtokan,  * a masik  szerint  a Csorgoi  ut  menti  mezon  domborodik  sirja.  2 
Sirkovet  csak  1856-ban  allitottak,  mikor  az  altala  alapitott  iskola  falan  is 
felavattak  a minden  ujhelyi  altal  jol  ismert  emlektablat.  Ez  az  emlektabla 
ott  diszelgett  az  iskola  bejaratan  a zsido  kozseg  tragikus  vegeig. 

Cak  kevesen  ertettek  meg  es  ertekeltek  a vegrendelet  jelentoseget,  min- 
daddig,  mig  az  alispan  azt  a megyegyulesen  felolvasta  es  hivatalos 
m^olatot  keszitettek  rola. 

A vegrendeletben  bevezeto  es  1 0 paragrafus.  Eloljaroban  az  orokhagyo 
arrol  tanuskodik,  bogy  “ep  Lelekkel  es  esszer‘  bir.  Halaval  tartozik  a 
megyenek,  bol  40  evet  elt  es  az  a meggyozodese,  “bogy  az  en  Jebovam 
semmi  vall^beli  kiilso  kiilombozesekre  nem  figyelmezven“  arra  kotelezi, 


bogy  “ baladatossagat  megmutassa.“ 

Miutan  gondoskodni  kivant  a megye  korbazairol  es  szegenyeirol,  a 6. 
paragrafus  iskola  alapitasarol  szol.  E vegbatarozatat  a kovetkezokkel  in- 
dokolta:  “A  Tolvajoknak  es  zsivanyoknak‘  s mas  forma  Koz  csendesseget 
baborgato  rossz  Embereknek  ennyire  el  szaporod^ukat  en  egyediil  a 
neveltetes  es  Tanit^  modjainak  bijjanosagokbol  velven  szarmazni‘  s bogy 
a kozonseges  Tanitas  modja  ezen  Ttes  (tekintetes)  Nemes  Varmegyebe 
tsak  egyediil  a ‘Sido  Nemzetsegnel  igen  bijjanos  vilagosan  latvan  — 
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kenytelen  lett  konnyiteni  helyzettikon. 

A vita  az  aszuszemek  koriil  folyt  leginkabb.  A zsido  mindig  is  hajlando 
volt  magasabb  arat  fizetni  ertiik,  mint  az  elovasarlasi  jogokat  elvezo 
nemes.  Ez  az  oka  a tilto  rendelkezesek  idonkenti  megujitasanak.  A var- 
megye,  tehat,  jobbnak  latta  megengedni  a borkereskedest,  de  eltiltani  a 
szolovasarlast,  a sziiretelest  es  az  aszu  kesziteset  legfeljebb  hazi 
hasznalatra  engedelyezte. 

A korlatoz^i  kiserletek  legtobbszor  kudarcba  fulladtak  es  ahogy 
meginogtak  a foldbirtokosok  feudalis  jogai,  eloterbe  jutott  a 
szabadkereskedelem  eszmeje  es  a mult  szazad  kozepen  lehullottak  a 


valaszfalak.  Megnovekedett  a zsidok  szama:  Ujhelyen  1125  lelek,  utana 
Mad  kovetkezett  800  lelekkel,  Tolcsva  - 602,  S^rospatak  - 405.  Zemplen 
varmegye  zsido  osszlakossaga  mintegy  15.000  lelek. 

A megye  hirneves  fia,  az  egykori  tanfeliigyelo,  Kazinczy  Ferenc,  szoros 
kapcsolatban  volt  zsido  borkereskedokkel.  Szephalmi  birtokain  surun  for- 
dultak  meg,  bogy  megtekinthessek  a szep  szoloket  a falu  hataraban. 
Velemenye  szerint,  a zsidok  gyakorlott  borszakertok  es  egy  alkalommal 
igy  adott  ennek  kifejezest:  “Dicsekves  nelkiil  legyen  mondva...  egy  zsido 
neki  mondta,  hogy  eziden  jobb  izu  es  koverebb  bort  meg  nem  k6stolt.“ 
alkalommal,  pedig,  diihosen  fakadt  ki,  ha  az  iigylet  nem  eppen  jol 
sikeriilt;  dehat  ilyen  esetek  mindig  is  akadhatnak  az  iizleti  eletben. 
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Az  aszuszemek  mindig  dragabbak  voltak  a mazsolanal;  a szologazdak 
ebbpl  is  keszitettek  aszut.  A kerszturi  zsidokrol  azt  mondtak:  ok  csak 
akkor  veszik  meg  a gazdatol  a bort,  ha  az  a mazsolat  is  eladja;  a tolc- 
svaiakrol  azt  rebesgettek,  hogy  a kereskedokkel  targyalnak,  de  a 
gazdaktol  veszik  a bort.  Valoban  ez  volt  a helyzet?  A sok  csodbejutott  z- 
sidorol  szolo  megyei  feljegyzes  nem  nagyon  tanusithatja  a fenti 
allit^okat.  A panaszokbol  es  vadaskodasokbol  minden  esetre  az  a kep 
rajzolodik  ki,  hogy  a hegyaljai  borkereskedes  reszben  zsido  kezen  volt;  a 
patakiak  azt  mondtak  — sok  mindent  felhozhatnanak  a zsidok  ellen,  de 
nem  mereszelik,  mert  a varos  lakoi  nem  fogjak  tudni  eladni  boraikat. 

Osszegezve  a vadakat  ez  nagyjabol  igy  hangzik:  a zsidok  Hegyaljan 
kiviil  eso  helyekrol  hoztak  a bort,  hamisitottak,  felv^roltak  az 
aszuszemeket  es  kereskedesuk  nem  tisztesseges.  Erdekes  megjegyezni, 
hogy  a nem-zsido  kereskedok  es  borkeszitok  ellen  nem  voltak  vadak, 
mintha  azok  a tdkeletesseg  mintakepei  lettek  volna. 

Elegge  bonyolult  volt  a kozvetito  statusza.  Egy  1791 -ben  kiadott  ren- 
delet  meghatarozta:‘'Sid6  Faktor  ne  lehessen“,  de  a zsidok  megis 
tevekenykedtek  mint  kozvetitok.  Az  egymassal  ellenkezo  rendelkezesek  e 
teren  is  jellegzetesek.  Valahanyszor  ujolag  fogalmazott  meg  a megye  a z- 
sidokra  nezve  hatranyos  hatarozatot,  ok  a felsobb  forumokhoz  fordultak 
orvoslasert.  A megye,  persze,  fellebezett  es  a huza-vona  folytatodott.  18 
30-ban  mar  vegso  szukseget  lattak,  hogy  torvenyileg  rendezzek  a borral 
kapcsolatos  egesz  kerdes  komplexumot.  Alapjaban  veve,  a megye  tovab- 
bra  is  megkivanta  fosztani  a zsidokat  a borral  valo  minden  foglalkozastol. 
A szolobirtokosok  megprobaltak  letrehozni  a Hegyaljai  Borkereskedesi 
Tarsasagot,  termeszetesen,  a zsidok  kizarasaval,  de  az  ido  elorehaladasat 
nem  allithattak  meg  tobbe.  1835-ben  elhatarozta  a megye  faktor-valaszto 
bizottsag  felallit^t  es  abban  mar  ket  zsido  is  helyet  foglalt.  A kozvetites 

szabadda  lett  es  a zsido  szolobirtokosrol  sem  esett  szo  tobbe. 

• » 

Ot  ev  multan  lehullottak  a korlatok.  A megyenek  meg  sikeriilt  nemileg 
halasztani  a torveny  vegrehajtasat,  de  1841 -ben  veget  ert  a kiizdelem, 
mely  50  even  at  folyt  a megye  es  a zsidok  kozott. 

A zsidok  gazdasagi  tevekenysege  feudalis  elojogokat  sertett  es  ezert 
vedelmezte  a megye  a nemeseket,  mintegy  “a  szegeny  adozo  nep“ 
neveben.  Ahogy  not  a zsidok  szerepe  a kereskedelemben,  oly  mertekben 
vonatkoztak  a torveny ek  es  rendelkezesek  kizarolag  rajuk,  mivel  a mas 
nemzetsegbeliek  a magyarokkal  lettek  egyenrangiiak. 

II  Jozsef  bizonyos  jogokat  adott  a zsidoknak  es  a videki  nemesseg 
gyulolte  az  idegen  uralkodot.  Ezzel  is  magyarazhato  az  allando  huza-vona 
a Habsburg-uralmat  kepviselo  Helytartotanacs  es  a megye  kozt.  De 
ugyanakkor  a nemeseknek  is  el  kellett  ismerni,  hogy  kereskedelmi  valsag 
idejen  csak  a zsidok  tudtak  segitseget  nyujtani  es  m^  ut  hijan  a megye  is 
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Az  akkori  okiratok  es  feljegyz©sek  kihangsulyozzak  a zsidok  elkulo- 
niilcsct  ^ idegen  nyelviikct,  bevalljak  az  iilddzes  tenyet,  de  ugyanakkor 
azl  is  mcgjcgyzik,  hogy  a zsidoknak  csak  kis  rcszc  tchctos  6S  Icgtdbbjiik 
fbldhoz  ragadt  szegeny  ember.  A legmeglepobb  azonban,  hogy  a megyei 
iratok  egybekotik  a szolo  es  bortermeles  silany  allapotat  a zsidok  tbmeges 
elkoltozesevel. 

Mindezek  ellenere  a fbldesurak  tovabbra  is  ragaszkodni  igyekeztek  osi 
jogaikhoz  es  azokat  csak  a Helytartotanacs  volt  kepes  idonkint  megvaltoz- 
tatni  m^felfogasu  erdekeket  kepviselven.  Meg  ilyen  korulmenyek  kozott 
is  sikerult  a megyenek  visszatartani  az  aszu  szabadkereskedelmet,  ha 
rovid  idore  is. 

Tallyan  torlent  1 825-ben,  hogy  a falu  foldesurai  bevadoltak  a zsido  ter- 
melokel,  borkereskedokei,  kozvetitoket  es  korcsmarosokat.  Azt  hangoz- 
tattak,  hogy  a zsidok  a helybeliek  pinceiben  silany  bort  tarolnak  es  azt 
mint  hegyaljai  aruljak;  ennek  kovetkezteben  a valodi  jo  bornak  nem  lett 
gazdaja.  Vadaskodasukal  a fbldesurak  meg  statisztikai  adatokkal  is  ala- 
tamasztottak.  A megye  el  akarta  kobozni  a zsidok  borat;  ezt  csak  nehezen 
sikerult  megakadalyozni  es  “felso  helyre  folyamodvan  a hatarozatot 
megsemmisito  rendelkezes  erkezett.” 

A fbldesurak  tovabbra  sem  mondtak  le  szandekukrol.  Az  1825-ben  tar- 
tott  orszaggyulesre  kuldbtt  kbvetek  azt  a mandatumot  kaptak,  hogy 
kbveteljek  a hegyaljai  zsidbk  kiuzeteset.  A kbvetek  azonban  nem 
teljesithettek  megbizatasukat,  mert  a fenti  kerdes  fel  sem  meruit  a 
targyalasok  folyaman.  Nem  leven  mas  lehetbseg,  a varmegye  feliil- 
vizsgalni  kivanta  a zsidbk  altal  elkbvetett  vagy  elkbvetni  velt  szabalytalan- 
sagokat  es  igy  igyekezett  bkel  kizarni  a termelesbbl  es  a kereskedelembol. 
1826-ban  kiilbn  bizottsagot  neveztek  ki  “a  zsidbk  fortelyos  csalardsagai 
kivizsgalasara.  A bizottsag  feljegyzesei  megteltek  vadaskodasokkal, 
amiket  tulajdonkeppen  sohasem  vizsgaltak  feliil  es  ha  voltak  is  bizonyara 
megalapozott  panaszok,  a rosszindulat  feltetleniil  kivilaglik.  Klein  Jakabot 
es  Polyacsek  Samuel i avval  vadoltak,  hogy  borral  kevertek  az  aszut, 
Szerencsrol  Tallyara  hoztak  es  mint  helybeli  bort  arultak.  Hasonlb  vaddal 
illettek  Lefkovics  Tobiast  Liszkan.  Tolcsvan  es  Sarospatakon  awal 
vadaskodtak,  hogy  a zsidbk  bsszevasaroljak  az  aszuszblot  a szegenyektol, 
“az  eszenciat  lehuzzak,  s igy  aruljak  meg  mustjaban  a csak  asszuszollo 
tbrkbllyel  kesziilt  bort.“  Sok  volt  a vad  Tallyan:  David  Abrahamrbl  azt 
mondtak,  hogy  aszuszolobort  keszitett;  Zimmerman  Ludvig  70  frt.-t  vett 
100  hordb  borert.  Sok  volt  a vita  a kbzvetito  dij  es  kamat  magassagat 
illetoen.  Hogy  a kbzvelemenyt  a zsidbk  ellen  hangoljak,  azt  terjesztettek 
— a zsinagbgaban  allapitjak  meg  a bor  es  palinka  arat.  A pataki  zsidbk 
viszont  ligy  tartottak,  hogy  “hasonlb  egyesegbk  mindeniitt  megvagyon, 
mert  e nelkiil  egy  arenda  sem  lehet  meg.“ 
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A XVIII.  szazad  vegetol  szinte  allandosult  a kiizdelem  a 
borkereskedelemben  a nemesek  uralta  megye  es  a zsidok  kozt;  a nemesek 
elojogaikat  feltettek  es  ezert  a zsidok  jogait  kizarolag  a korcsmarossagra 
szukitettek.  Nem  vehettek  aszuszemeket  es  nem  volt  nekik  szabad 
esszenciat  stb.  kesziteni,  hogy  a nemesek  biztosithassak  elojogaikat  a fel- 
vasarlasban.  Ez  volt  az  igazi  oka  a megszoritasoknak,  mert  a zsidok  min- 
dig  magasabb  arat  voltak  hajlandok  fizetni  a szologazdanak,  mig  a 
nemesek  annak  leszallitasat  igyekeztek  elerni.  A zsidok  ezert  nem  egyszer 
lengyel  nemeseket  kiildtek  maguk  helyett  bevasarolni  es  6 elleniik  nem 
volt  ervenye  a rendelkezeseknek. 

A XIX.  szazad  elejen  mar  voltak  szolobirtokaik  a zsidoknak  es  azokat 
maguk  vagy  vincelleriik  muveltek  meg.  Pinceikben  nagy  mennyisegu 
bort  taroltak,  eszenciat  es  aszut  keszitettek.  A helybeli  zsidok  fokent  koz- 
vetitok,  mig  a kereskedok  reszben  lengyelorszagiak  voltak.  A feudalis 
urak  altal  erdekeik  vedelmere  hozott  rendelkezesek  nem  voltak  kepesek 
megallitani  a szabadkereskedelem  fele  toro  iranyzatot  es  1808-ban  mar 
megengedtek  a zsidoknak  az  aszuszemek  osszegyujteset  hazi  sziiksegletre. 
A rendelet  ideiglenessege  abbol  is  kitunik,  hogy  azokat  allandoan  ujbol 
rendeltek  el.  Voltak  tehat  szoloik  a zsidoknak  a tilalom  ellenere,  azon- 
ban  sziiksegesnek  lattak  kozzetenni,  hogy  el  fogjak  kobozni  azokat  a 
fbldeket,  melyeket  1 800  utan  szereztek  es  meg  berlemenyben  sem  lesznek 
meghagyhatok  a zsidok  kezen.  Rendelet  rendeletet  es  egyik  tilalom  a 
masikat  kovette,  de  a szolofold  eladasanak  kotelezettsege  nem  valtozott, 
anelkiil  hogy  az  vegrehajtatott  volna. 

A szabadkereskedelemert  vivott  kiizdelemben  eloszor  a madiak  tuntek 
ki.  Ok  azt  kertek,  hogy  engedtessek  meg  a borkereskedelem  es  a 
borkeszites  mindenki  szamara,  mert  igy  magasabb  arat  lehet  elerni.  Mivel 
pedig  ez  megsertette  volna  a foldesuri  elojogokat  es  a gazdasagi  elonyt,  a 
fenti  kerelem  elutasitasra  talalt.  Mindennek  pedig  az  lett  a 


kovetkezmenye,  hogy  lengyel  kereskedok  nem  jottek  tobbe  ide  bort 
vasarolni,  tehat  a megye  kenytelen  lett  megvaltoztatni  a zsidokra 
vonatkozo  kereskedelmi  tilalmakat.  Hasonlo  helyzet  lakult  ki  a zsidok 
szolofbldjeit  illetoen  is.  A kotelezo  eladasi  hataridot  allandoan  eltoltak. 
1817  utan  pi.,  mar  csak  az  esetben  koteleztek  a szolofold  eladasat,  ha 
bebizonyosodott  a borhamisitas.  Egyre  tdbb  es  tobb  hegyaljai  helyseg 
kovetelte  a vasarlok  szabad  versenyet.  A megye  a kozvelemeny 
nyomasara  felutig  elejiik  ment  es  elhatarozta:  ha  mar  eladatott  a bor,  a 
fbldesiir  nem  elvezheti  nemesi  elojogait  a vasarlasban  es  feltehetoleg  a 
zsido  szolobirtokosok  es  berlok  iigye  is  lekeriilt  a napirendrol.  Min- 
denesetre  a nemes  urak  nem  egykonnyen  adtak  be  derekukat  es  igy  pi. 
1821 -ben  ismet  sikeriilt  megtiltaniuk  a zsidoknak  az  aszukereske- 
dest  es  egyes  masfajta  borok  kesziteset  is. 
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VII.  Sz616  6s  bor 


A zsicJok  jelentos  szerepet  toltottek  be  a szolotermeles  es  borkeszites 
teren,  ugyis  mini  szolosgazdak,  kozvetitok  es  kereskedok.  II.  Jozsef 
megnyilotta  eloiiuk  a gazdasagi  elet  legtobb  agat  es  Zemplenmegyeben  is 
hasonloan  tortent.  Az  uralkodo  halala  utan,  azonban,  bizonytalanna  valt 
a helyzet.  Azl79M8l9  kozti  idoszakban  nem  kevesebb,  mint  16,  sokszor 
egymassal  ellentetes  rendelkezes  szabalyozta  a zsidok  helyzetet  a szolo  es 
bortermeles  teren.  Lenyeges  engedmenyeket,  tulajdonkeppen  csak  1840- 
ben  tellek,  bar  szo  sem  volt  meg  egyenjogusit^rol. 

A delzempleni  zsido  tarsadalom  korantsem  volt  egyseges  felepitettsegu. 
Jollehet  zsidok  tartottak  keziikben  a borkereskedelmet  egyre  fokozottabb 
mertekben,  volt  kozottiik  nem  csekely  szamu  hazalo  es  kiskereskedo, 
mesterember  es  korcsmaros.  A korcsmarossag  es  borkereskedelem, 


termeszetiiknel  fogva,  szorosan  egybekapcsolodtak.  Kereskedok,  kozveti- 
tok es  szoloberlok  megfelelo  tokevel  rendelkeztek,  tobbsegiik  csehorszagi 
es  szileziai  volt,  mig  a Lengyelorszagbol  es  Galiciabol  jottek  kepeztek  a 
szegenyebb  retegeket;  gazdasagi  tevekenysegiik  a fentemlitett  tobbi  terii- 
letet  olelte  fel.  Ez  utobbiak  kiilonbozo  modon  oltozkodtek  es  viselkedtek; 
nem  csak  a halosa^ok  zaklatasanak  voltak  kiteve,  de  hitsorsosaik  is 
megakdalyozni  kivantak  a megyeben  valo  meggyokeresedesuket.  Egy 
1770-ben  felvelt  tanuvallomasi  jegyzokonyv  a kovetkezo  peldat  mutatja: 
“Abrahamovics  Lengyelorszagbul  valo  joveveny  zsido  legyen,  es  nekije 
semmije  sints,  csak  egy  koborlo,  azert  kiis  hajtatott  Madrul,  mivel  sok 
zenebonat,  es  ellenkezesl  szerzett  a zsidok  kozott.'’ 

A megye  eredetileg  mar  1737-ben  szandekozott  megtiltani  a 
borkereskedest  a gorogoknek,  az  ormenyeknek  es  a zsidoknak,  kiveven 
azokat,  kik  lengyel  utlevellel  jottek  bort  vasarolni.  Eleinte  tehat,  egyiitt 
emlegettek  a zsidokat  mas  nemzetseguekkel,  azonban  az  idok  folyaman 
ezek  lemaradtak  a kemeny  versengesben  es  Jelentosegiik  a borkeres- 
kedelemben  nagyon  is  lecsokkent.  II.  Jozsef  idejen  sok  oly  torvenyt  hoz- 
tak,  melyek  elomozditottak  a szabadkereskedelmet.  Szirmay  Antal, 
zempleni  tortenesz  es  szolomuvelesi  szakerto,  annak  a velemenyenek 
adott  kifejezest,  bogy  az  aszuval  valo  szabadkereskedes  nem  okozott  kart. 


hanem  ellenkezoleg  — az  mindenki  hasznara  lett.  A kiraly  halala  utan 
(1791)  a megye  felujitotta  a regi,  meg  Maria  Terezia  korabol  szarmazo 
rendeleteket.  Ezek  megtiltottak  a zsidoknak  a borkereskedest  Hegyaljan  es 
a megye  meg  azt  is  Javasolta,  hogy  tavolitsak  el  oket  onnan  legalabb  6 
merfoldnyire,  inert  csalardsagaikkal  artanak  az  ottani  bor  jo  hirnevenek. 
Mar  megtetettek  az  osszes  elokesziiletek,  de  a Helytartotanacs 
beavatkozasa  folytan  vegrehajtasara  nem  keriilt  sor. 
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csaladja  eltartasanak  gondjai  elkeseritettek  eletet.  Egyes  rabbik  tamadni  is 
kezdtek  az  akkori  normaktol  nagyon  is  eltero  gondolatai  miatt.  Ujhelybe 
mksodik  konyvenek  kozzetetele  elott  erkezett.  Itt  mint  Teitelbaum  Mozes 
rabbinikus  birosaaganak  biraja  mukodott,  de  ezenkivul  meg 
borkereskedessel  is  foglalkozott.  Felteheto,  bogy  masodik  konyvet 
Ujhelyben  fejezte  be.  Erdekes  megjegyezni,  bogy  konyvebez  nebany 
akkori  elvonalbeli  rabbitekintely  irt  eloszot,  a pozsonyi  Szofer,  a paksi 
Kriszbaber  es  maga  Teitelbaum  is.  Ez  utobbi  valosaggal  az  egekig 
magasztalta  a szerzo  kepessegeit.  Negy  evet  vett  igenybe  a konyv  sajto  ala 
rendezese.  Friesenbausennek  nem  sikeriilt  rabbiallasboz  jutni. 
Gyulafebervart  bait  meg  1826-ban  es  ott  temettek  el.  Szinte  bibetetlen,  de 
teny  es  valo:  az  ujbelyi  rabbinikus  biro  elesen  elitelte  irataiban  a cbaszid 


mozgalmat  es  a kamea  osztogatast.  20  Es  ezt  Teitelbaum  Mozes  nem 
olvasta?  Vajon  a pozsonyi  Szofer  rabbi  es  a tobbiek  egy  velemenyen 
voltak  vele  a rabbikepzest  illetoen? 
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tamtanak.  A zsidosagtol  eltavolodottakat  szep  szoval  es  a kor  szellemenek 
megfelelo  valtoz^okkal,  nem  pedig  a kikozosites  megfelemlitesevel  lehet 
visszateriteni.  Nem  elegendo  mar  a talmudikus  felkesziiltseg,  a zsidoknak 
el  kell  sajatitani  az  altalanos  muveltseget  is.  Szofer  rabbi  tobb  vitairatban 
erosen  kikelt  ellene,  pedig  legtobb  tetelet  es  ujitasi  javaslatat 
hagyomanyos  alapokra  tamasztotta  Liebermann.  A homonnai  rabbi 
elhagyta  Magyar orszagot,  elobb  Berlinbe,  aztan  Becsbe  ment,  ahol  a 
reform- mozgalom  elomozditasan  szorgoskodott.  • ^ 

Friesenhausen  David  szinten  az  ujitok  utjat  akarta  egyengetni.  Bajor- 
orszagban  sziiletett  (1750?).  30  eves  koraig  Talmudot  es  a tovabbi 
hagyomanyos  irodalmat  tanulta  nagy  elmelylilessel.  Heber  stilusa 
pallerozott  es  kifinomult;  versirasra  is  adta  magat  es  jartassaga  a Tanban 
koztudom^u  lelt.  A nehany  evtizedes  tanulas  utan  elhatarozta,  hogy 
profan  tudomanyok  muvelesere  fogja  szentelni  idejet  es  tiz  esztendon  at 
mathematikat,  optikat  es  mechanikat  tanult.  Munkaja  gyiimolcset  ket 
heber  nyelvu  konyvben  tette  kozze.  Az  elso  Berlinben  jelent  meg  1796- 
ban  az  ottani  rabbinikus  birosag  hozzajarulasaval.  Ez  tulajdonkeppen  egy 
mathematika-tankonyv  a hagyomanyos  irodalomban  jartas  emberek 
szamara,  hogy  megerthessek  azokat  a talmudi  es  halachikus  reszeket, 


melyek  mathematikaval  es  geometriaval  kapcsolatosak.  A szerzo  ligy 
velte,  hogy  a toratudosok  jaratlansaga  a profan  tudomanyokban  nagyon 
is  nagy  hiany  es  ezert  tamaszkodvan  az  egyik  legnagyobb  tudos 
halachikus  dontesere,  ezen  a teren  muvelte  ki  magat.  Konyveben  21 
talmudi  reszletet  magyarazott  meg  a mathematika  torvenyei  alapjan.  Het 
fejezetet  tartalmaz  a konyv  a negy  alapmuvelettol  a harmadfoku 
egyenletekig.  Ezenkivlil  gyakorlatok  es  megoldasuk  is  talalhatok  benne, 
mik  mintaul  szolgalnak  a mathematikai  alapelvek  megertesere  es 
termeszetesen,  a talmudi  reszletek  megvitatasara. 

M^ik  k6n)rve,  mely  Becsben  jelent  meg  1820-ban,  a kopernikuszi 
vilagfelepitest  taglalja,  ezenkivlil  meg  Euklidesz  1 1 . axiomajat,  vegezetlil 
pedig  szellemi  vegrendeletet  es  egynehany  vallasfllozoflai  ertekezest. 
Kiilon  hangsulyozta  ki  a neveles  fontossagat,  a heber  nyelv  es  a gram- 
matika  tanitasat  fiuknak  es  lanyoknak  egyarant,  de  az  europai  nyelvek 
elsajatitasa  nemet,  angol,  francia  — es  elsorendu  sziiksegesseg, 
szerinte.  Errol  memorandumot  nyujtott  at  a nadornak  es  abban  reszletes 
tante^  es  iranyelvek.  A heber  szakmai  targyakon  kivlil  a profan 
tudomanyok  tanulasa  is  bennfoglaltatott  a tervezetben,  mint  a geometria, 
Ozika,  geografia,  tortenelem,  szonoklattan,  filozofia  es  nyelvek.  Hosszii 
evekig  huzodott  a memorandum  targyalasa,  mig  vegiil  1813-ban 
elvetettek  azon  a cimen,  hogy  az  vegrehajthatatlan.  A hatosagok  kep>- 
viseloi  azt  fejtettek  ki,  hogy  a sok  ado  oly  sulyos  terhet  ro  a zsidokra,  ami 
lehetetlenne  teszi  a tovabbi  anyagi  megterhelest.  A sikertelenseg  & 
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rovidebb  muvet  hagyolt  maga  ulan,  melyek  bibliamagyarazatol,  respon- 
sumokat,  megjegyzesekei  az  imadsagokrol  es  predikaciokal  tartalmaznak. 

82  eves  koraban  adla  vissza  rabbi  Mose  nemes  lelkel  Teremtojenek; 
szeme  nem  homalyosuli  el  es  szellemi  frissesege  soha  sem  hagyta  el. 
Halala  szent  szombal  napjan  kovetkezett  be,  1841  Julius  I6-an  (Tammuz 
ho  28.)  Ezrek  vetlek  reszt  temetesen.  Harom  hettel  kesobb  a Szentegylet 
elhatarozta  a maig  is  fennallo  epitmeny  emeleset,  hoi  a harom  sir 
talalhato.  A vegrehajtast  kei  szentegyleti  emberre  biztak,  Zinner  Jakob(?) 
es  Svajger  Markusz.  Egy  ev  utan  meghataroztak  a latogatasi  rendet,  a 1 8 
krajcaros  belepti  dijai  es  halalanak  elso  fordulojan  minden  keszen  volt, 
egy  1859-b61  szarmazo  ujsaghir  szerint  600-700  zarandok  erkezett  a 
sirhoz,  meg  Galiciabol  es  Oroszorszagbol  is.  Mikor  Low  Jeremias  lett  az 
ujhelyi  rabbi,  csokkeni  a laiogatok  szama.  A nyugatmagyarorszagi 
nevelesii  Low  rabbi  keptelen  volt  megbekiilni  awal  a gondolattal,  hogy 
ember  sirja  zarandokhellye  valjek.  Mindezek  ellenere  a zarandokok  szama 


idovel  egyre  novekedett  es  a szazad  vegen  UJhely  mar  hozzaszokott  a 
Jahrzeithez.  A varos  kepe  ilyenkor  teljesen  megvaltozott;  a szazad  vegetol 
kezdodoen  a vonatok  tomegevel  ontottak  a sirhoz  igyekvo  zarandokokat. 
A 20-as  evekben  meg  a csehszlovak  hatart  is  megnyitottak  es  hataratlepo 
nelkiil  lehetett  a nagy  Caddik  sirjahoz  jonni.  (Szemelyes  emleken  alapulo 
kozles.)  Mar  kora  reggel  kinyilt  a temeto.  A bejarathoz  vezeto  kis  koz- 
ben  konyves-satrak  alltak.  A bejaratnal  jegyet  kellett  valtani,  amit  az 
epitmeny  oreinek  adtak  at.  Irnok  tilt  az  ajtonal,  ki  a kereseket  Jegyezte  fel 
mindazoknak,  ki  a szent  nyelven  irni  nem  tudnak.  Voltak  olyanok  is,  kik 
keszen  hoztak  el  kerelmiiket,  mig  masok  a falakra  rottak  mon- 
danivalojukat*  es  az  ottmaradt,  mig  idovel  elfakult  az  iras. 


Rabbi  Mose  idejeben  ket  mas  tipusu  ember  is  elt  es  alkotott  Zemplen- 
varmegyeben.  Az  egyik  Liebermann  Eliezer  homonnai  rabbi,  ki  a nagy 
pozsonyi  Szofer  rabbinak  lett  az  ellenfele;  a masik  — Friesenhausen 
David,  ujhelyi  rabbinikus  biro  (dajjan)  ki  magasfoku  intelligenciaval  es 
szeleskoru  tudassal  rendelkezett. 

Liebermann  tevekeny  reszeseve  valt  az  akkor  zajlott  eles  vitanak,  ami  a 
felvilagosodas  es  a vallasreform  koriil  folyt,  Chorin  Aron  aradi  es  Kunitz 
Mozes  budai  rabbi  kozbejottevel.  Egyik  hires  vitairataban  kulso 
valtozasokat  kovetelt  a zsinagogai  istentiszteletben;  szerinte  — a zsido 
iQusag  mar  nem  erti  az  imadsagok  tartalmat  es  a rabbik  szonoklatait.  A 
talmudikus  szorszalhasogat^  helyett  kivanatosabb  lenne,  ha  a rabbik 
hit-  es  erkolcstant,  hazaszeretetet  es  az  uralkodohoz  valo  huseget 


45 


magatol  kovetelt  es  igyekezett  vedelmezni  Izrael  nepet.  Mereszsegeben  az 
egek  Uraval  is  szembeszallt.  Egy  alkalommal  Hosana  Rabba  (a  sors 
megpecsetelese)  napjan  imigyen  predikalt  es  hatarozott,  mint  kozsegenek 
rabbinikus  biraja;  a vitakban,  altalaban,  a tobbsege  a dontes  joga  egynek 
a velemenyevel  szemben;  aztan  pedig  igy  fol>^tta  ‘az  Orokkevalo 
Egy,  mi  viszont  a tobbseg  vagyunk,  ezert  a tobbseg  neveben  minden  Jot 


hatarozunk  Izrael  nepe  javara.  Hat  nem  nagyszeru  kevereke  ez  a talmud- 
Jogi  rendszerbe  agyazott  chaszid  nepiessegnek? 

A ch^zid  erzelgosseg  a toratud^  nagysagaval  parosult  szemelyeben. 
Szerenysege  peldamutato  volt  es  keszsegesen  allott  minden  zsido  ren- 
delkezesere.  Sokat  tartozkodott  egyediil,  egyszerii,  konyvekkel  teli 
szobajaban.  Napirendje  hajnalban  kezdodott  es  ejfelig  tartott  meg  nem 
szuno  tevekenyseggel.  Hosszu  orakat  toltott  a reggeli  es  esti  imadsagban. 
Egesz  lenye  a megtestesiilt  odaadas  lett,  mely  a Teremtohoz  valo 
kozeledes  legmagasabb  rendu  erteke.  A chaszid  felfog^  szerint,  a Tora 
es  az  imadsag  betui  isteni  letet  tartalmaznak.  Az  odaadas  tagranyitja  a 
kaput,  hogy  a hivo  erintkezesbe  juthasson  az  imadsag  e tartalmaval. 
Ezert  minden  imadkozas  utan  is  betoltotte  a hivo  eletet  es  egyik  jellemzo 
sajatossagava  lett. 

Igyekezett  nem  viselkedni  a chaszid  rabbik  szokasa  szerint.  Minden 
parancsolatot  a legszigorubban  teljesitett.  Rendszereto,  pedans  ember 
volt,  ki  gondosan  rendezte  iromanyait  asztalfiokjaban  es  sulyt  helyezett 
kiilso  megjelenesere  is. 

Kortarsai  azt  mondtak,  hogy  Jeremias  profeta  lelke  lakozik  benne, 
mert  egesz  eleteben  Jeruzsalem  pusztulasat  gyaszolta.  Hitt  a Messias 
eljoveteleben  meg  az  6 napjaiban  es  ezert  meg  lakasat  sem  volt  hajlando 
elcserelni,  mondvan;  ha  valaki  egy  ezer  denaros  telket  egy  denarert 
kinalna  megvetelre,  visszautasitana  azt  valaszolva  — kozel  a megvaltas 
es  oseink  foldjen  fogunk  egybegyulni,  minek  veszitsen  egy  denart!  Agya 
mellett  ott  volt  mindeg  keszen  a botja  es  iinneplo  ruhaja  ejszakankent, 
hogy  felkelve  kesedelem  nelkiil  fogadhassa  a Messiast. 

A chaszid  erzelmesseg  es  odaadas  nem  tompitottak  a halacha  iranti 
kotelesseget.  A chaszodik  eleinte  ellene  voltak  az  aprolekos  talmudi 
vitaknak  es  elonybe  reszesitettek  a moralis  tanokat  es  a Sulchan  Aruch- 
ot  (dontvenytar).  A talmudtanul^rol  azt  vallottak,  hogy  az  fennhejazova 
teheti  a chaszidot,  de  ugyanakkor  elismertek  annak  magasabbrenduseget. 
Az  ujhelyi  rabbi  azonban,  tokeletes  szintezisbe  hozta  a hagyomanyos 
(talmudi)  intellektualizmust  a chaszid  erzelmesseggel  es  ez  az  irany 
nyilvanul  meg  irodalmi  munkassagaban  is.  25  ewel  halala  utan  kezdtek 
kozreadni  irasait.  Kora  ifjusagatol  fordultak  hozza  kerd&ekkel  es  1 7 
eves  koraban  mar  jesivat  vezetett.  Azt  mondtak,  hogy  beteve  tudott  800 
lapot  a Talmudbol  es  megis  szereny  maradt.  Ujhely  rabbija  13  hosszabb- 
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helyessegerol.  Ewel  egyxitt  hangsiilyozta,  hogy  az  Isten  dicsosegere  adja 
^ csakis  az  6 kezeben  van  a segitseg.  Sokan  helytelemtettek  a kameaosz- 
togat^t.  A varosi  hatosagok  is  rosszallottak,  mert  zsido  katonaknak  is 
adott,  kik  ennek  segitsegevel  remeltek  kihuzni  magukat  a szolgalat  alol. 
Vegiil  a hitkozseg  is  felszolitotta,  hogy  hagyja  abba  es  ne  viselkedjek 
ugy,  mint  egy  chaszid  rebe;  azonban  mindezek  ellenere  a zsidok  tovabb- 
ra  is  jottek  hozza. 

Elterjedt  a tortenet  Ujhelyben,  zsidok  es  nem  zsidok  kozt,  hogy 
Kossuth  Lajos,  az  1848-as  magyar  szabadsagharc  vezere,  neki 
koszonhette  felgyogyulasat.  9 eves  koraban  sulyos  betegsegbe  esett,  or- 
vosai  nem  tudtak  segiteni  es  a ketsegbeesett  anya,  ferje  akarata  ellenere, 
a Caddikhoz  fordult  segitsegert.  O megkerdezte  a gyerek  nevet  es  egy 
megfelelo  zsoltarverssel,  melyben  nevehez  hasonlatos  sz6  talalhato, 
aldotta  meg.  A beteg  felepiilt  es  feltetelezheto,  hogy  emlekezeteben 
maradt  az  a jelenet  amint  a szakallas  rabbi  kezet  aldolag  fejere  helyezi. 


Ujhelybe  jovet,  itt  is  megszerkesztette  kozsege  tagjaitol  elvart 
kotelmeket,  fokent  a szombattart^t  es  a ritualis  haztart^t  illetoleg. 
Ellene  volt  minden  szabados  viselkedesnek,  mely  akkortajt  divott  az 
ifjusag  koreben.  Rabbisaganak  tizedik  esztendejeben  mar  jol  egybeforrt 
chaszid  kozosseg  alakult  ki.  Sokan  latogattak  el  hozza  kiilorszagbol  is, 
koztiik  rabbi  Alexander  Komarnobol.  Egyik  latogatasa  alkalmaval  hir- 
telen  elhunyt  es  itt  temettek  el.  Mikor  pedig  eljott  az  ujhelyi  rabbi  ideje 
is,  rabbi  Alexander  sirja  mellett  talalta  meg  vegso  nyughelyet.  Igy  tehat 
harom  sir  talalhato  egymas  mellett  az  ujhelyi  regi  temetoben,  rabbi 
Mose  es  feleseg^  es  rabbi  Alexander^. 

Jo  szonok  volt  rabbi  Mose  es  surun  predikalt  hiveinek.  Minden 
beszedere  gondosan  felkesziilt  es  egy-egy  predikacio  neha  orakig  tartott. 
Hivei  nem  untak  hallgatni.  Sohasem  feledkezett  meg  a Szent  Templom 
pusztulasarol  es  nepe  szetszoratasarol.  Egesz  lenyegeben  erezte  a ketezer 
eves  szerencsetlenseg  sulyat,  konnyes  lett  a szeme  es  vele  sirt  az  egesz 
kozseg.  Nem  szunt  meg  tanitani  es  elonyben  reszesitette  a szimbolikus 

magyarazatot.  Ime  egyik  peldaja:  ‘‘harmas  jelentosege  van  annak,  hogy 


az  engesztelo  napon  halotti  ruhat  oltenek  a zsidok.  Ez  volt  a fopap 
oltozeke,  mikor  aldozatot  mutatott  be  Izrael  nep^rt  a szent  napon,  de 
mivel  nines  tobbe  Szentely,  legyen  mindenki  a sajat  maga  fopapja;  a 
halotti  ruha  megteresre  kesztet  es  vegezetiil  — imakopenyben  es  halotti 
ruhaban  jelenik  majd  meg  mindenki  az  egi  iteloszek  elott,  de  ekkor  mar 
keso  a megteres,  mig  elozoleg  a bunok  meggyonasaval  elnyerheto  a 
megboesat^.  Rabbi  Mose  gyakorta  peldalozott  es  ez  volt  erkolcstanito 


modszere. 

Nagy  becsben  tartottak  es  tisztelet  ovezte  alakjat,  a chaszid-ellenesek, 
a liberalisok  es  a reformra  hajlok  kozt  egyarant.  Nem  fedte  nepet,  esak 
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(bath  hamidras)  es  tanulassal  toltotte  napjait.  Felesege  es  lanya  vezettek 
a korcsmat.  A fiatal  v6  nem  maradt  aposa  hazaban,  hancm  visszatert 
tanulmanyaihoz  (jesiva)  16  eves  koraig.  Mint  fiatal  ferj  most  mar 
felesege  hazaban  elt  es  az  apos  elhalalozasa  utan  ora  harult  a csalad 
eltart^nak  gondja. 

1785-ben  elfogadta  Sineva  kozseg  meghivasat.  Igen  odaado  volt 
hiveihez.  sokat  predikalt  szombat  es  iinnepnapokon,  tanitotta  oket  a 
Tanra,  tisztessegre  es  becsiiletre  a munkaban  es  a kereskedesben 
egyarant.  Mint  felelossegteljes  rabbi,  megszerkesztette  a kozsegetol 
elvarhato  kotelmeket.  Rendszereto  ember  leven,  gondosan  osztotta  be 
napjat  ^ kiilon  idot  szentelt  elmelkedesre,  hogy  mikent  is  vezesse 
kozseget  es  foleg  az  ifjusag  oktat^t.  Mindezt  kiskonyveben  gondosan 
feljegyezte,  amit  megtalaltak  kesobb  es  kozzetettek.  Feljegyzesei  kozt 
szerepelnek  a soros  predikaciok  foglalatja  es  mind  azok  a dolgok,  mikre 
kiilon  figyelmet  kell  szentelnie.  Hasonlo  modon  rendezte  el  tanulmanyait 
is.  Jovedelme  nagyon  csekely  volt  abban  a szereny  kozsegben,  de 
rbvidesen  hirnevre  tett  szert  es  sokan  fordultak  hozza  kerdesekkel. 

Tulajdonkeppen  chaszid-ellenes  volt,  de  megis  valami  vonzotta  a 
mozgalomhoz.  Nem  tudott  beletorodni  abba,  hogy  a ch^zidok  — 
szerinte  — sok  kifejezett  tilalmat  hagnak  at  es  nem  ertett  egyet  az  egesz 
even  at  tarto  orommegnyilvanulasaikkal  sem;  hiszen  ugy  volna  rendjen, 
hogy  a zsido  ember  egesz  eleteben  sirassa  a Szentely  pusztulasat. 
Legnagyobb  hatassal  a lublini  Caddik  volt  ra,  hiveve  szegodott,  es  annak 
ellenere,  hogy  chaszid  lett,  nem  valtoztatta  meg  eletmodjat  es  szok^ait. 

Nagyra  ertekelte  az  almokat  es  isteni  sugallatot  velt  benniik;  vizsgalta 
es  megfejteni  igyekezett,  hogy  erkolcsi,  viselkedesi  es  halachikus 
problemaira  megoldast  talaljon.  Egyik  legszebb  alma  jelkepes,  nagyon  is 
ember  jelentosegii  es  talan  nem  is  volt  az  alom,  hanem  csupan  irodalmi 
keret  gondolatmegvilagitasra:  ugy  volt,  hogy  almaban  az  Edenkertbe 
vezettek,  hoi  a Talmud  bolcsei  tartozkodtak.  Szep  es  nagy  hazhoz  ert  es 
ott  az  imaallvany  mellett  all  egy  dreg  es  tanul.  Ekkor  igy  szol  rabbi 
Mosehez  vezetqje:  ez  az  dreg  a Talmud  bdlcseinek  egyike. 

Elcsodalkozott  es  kerdezte  — igy  nez  ki  a bdlcsek  Edenkertje?  — hisz 
ez  olyan,  mint  a mi  vilagunk!  Igy  szdlt  erre  a kiserd  angyal:  ligy  hiszed, 
hogy  a bdlcs  az  Edenkertben  van?  Az  Edenkert  ama  bdlcs  sziveben 


honol.  Nines  szebb  peldazat  ennel,  hogy  mikent  lehet  misztikus 
eszkdzdkkel  egyszeru  ember i gondolatot  megvilagitani. 

Ujhelybe  erkezese  utan  talmudiskolat  allitott  fel  es  ch^zidok  kezdtek 
gyulni  kdreje  tanacsot  es  segitseget  varvan.  Nem  akart  csodatevonek  lat- 
szani  es  ezert  a hozzaforduldkat  eldbb  Lublinba  es  Rimanovba  kiildte. 


Mikor  e ket  Caddik  meghalt,  nem  utasithatta  el  tdbbe  a segitsegkeroket. 
Kameakat  osztogatott,  eldbb  kisse  habozva,  mig  meg  nem  gydzdddtt  litja 
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tozo  zsido  fellelheto,  akar  jartas  a Tanban,  akar  tudatlan.  A hivek  nem 
laktak  egy  es  ugyanazon  a kornyeken,  hanem  szetszortan  sokszor  nagyon 
messze  egymastol,  ezert  a chaszid  kotelessegenek  tartotta  meglatogatni 
idonkent  lelki  vezetojet,  megtelni  tanaval  es  kikerni  tanacsat.  A ch^zidok 
demokratizaltak  a zsido  eletet,  de  a Caddik  mindenkor  es  mindenek  felett 
allt.  Egyesek  nagy  “udvart”  vezettek  es  fensoseggel  viselkedtek,  rn^ok 
viszont  szerenyek  voltak  es  egyiitt  viseltek  a szegenyseget  nyajukkal.  A 
Caddik  magasabbrendusege  halalaval  sem  szunt  meg;  sirja  fele  epitmenyt 
emeltek  es  halala  fordulojan  osszegyultek  hivei  es  nemzedekek  miiltan 
azok  leszarmazottjai,  mint  ahogy  Ujhelyben  is  szokasos  volt  Teitelbaum 
Mozes  “Jahrzeif’-jan. 

A chaszidok  nem  kivantak  szetbomlasztani  a hitkozseget,  a zsido  elet 
kozossegi  megnyilvanulasat  a szetszoratasban,  sem  pedig  al^sni 
vezetosegenek  tekintelyet,  hanem  beleilleszkedni  abba,  megszerezni  a rab- 
biszeket  es  abba  a Caddikot  vagy  egyik  hivet  iiltetni. 

Az  egyik  leghiresebb  Caddik  a berdicsevi  rabbi  Levi  Jicchak  volt.  Jar- 
tassagat  a Tanban  meg  legadazabb  ellenzoi  is  elismertek.  (3  volt  talan  a 
legpopularisabb  Caddik.  Sokat  utazott  es  1783-ban  Madra  is  eljutott. 
Eppen  Purim  napja  volt  es  elmondvan  az  ald^t  Eszter  konyvenek 
felolvasasa  elott,  hirtelen  oly  mervii  lelkesedes  ragadta  el  a rabbit,  hogy 
az  asztalra  ugrott  es  tancra  perdiilt.  No,  ilyet  sem  lattak  addig  Magyar- 
orszagon.  Feltehetoleg  nagy  hatassal  volt  Wahl  Mozes  madi  rabbira  es  kis 
chaszid  kozpont  keletkezett  ott  mar  a mult  szazad  elejen.  ^ 

Madon  a rimanovai  rabbi  Menachem  Mendelnek  is  voltak  hivei.  ^ A 
kozseg  egyik  elokelo  gazdag  tagja,  Landau  Chajim,  kis  imahazat  allitott 
fel  es  az  imarendben  a szefard  ritust  vezette  be.  Fennmaradt  a rimanovai 
Caddikkal  folytatott  levelvaltasa.  A rabbi  tanacsokkal  szolgalt  hiveinek  es 
kulon  hivta  fel  a figyelmet,  hogy  orizkedjenek  az  uj  idok  rombolo 
hat^tol.  Vajon  voltak-e  Madon  mar  akkor  olyan  zsidok,  kiket 
asszimilacio  vadjaval  lehetett  illetni?  4 

Ket  Cadikkal,  kik  rabbikkent  is  mukodtek,  kezdodott  a chaszidizmus 
Magyarorszagon.  Az  egyik  a zempleni  Szerencsen  sziiletett,  rabbi  Taub 
Jicchak,  ki  aztan  Kalloban  (Szabolcs-megye)  foglalt  el  rabbiszeket  es  ott 
mukodott  halalaig  (1822).  Kiilonosen  szep  melodiaival  tunt  ki  es  minden 
magyarorszagi  zsido  ismeri  a “Szol  a kakas  mar”  dalat;  a masik  pedig  — 
Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi,  kit  Galiciabol  hivtak  meg  az  lijhelyi  kozseg 
elere.  O tekintheto  a magyarorszagi  chaszidizmus  megalapitojanak. 

Rabbi  Mose  Przemyslben  sziiletett  (1759),  osei  neves  toramagyarazok 
es  halachikus  tekintelyek  voltak.  Apja  kereskedessel  foglalkozott,  rabbi- 
allast  vonakodott  elfogadni.  Az  ifjo  langesznek  szamitott.  1 3 eves  koraban 
jegyeztek  el  egy  borkereskedo  lanyaval.  Az  apos  surun  jart 
Magyarorszagra  bevasarlas  vegett  es  visszaterve  litjarol  a tanhazba  vonult 
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VI.  Ch^zidok  Zempl^nben  — Teitelbaum  M6zes  rabbi 


A ch^zidizmus  a nepbol  fakadt  mozgaloni;  Keleteuropaban  keletkezett 
a XVII.  szazad  kozepen  az  ottani  politikai  valsagok  es  a sabbateus 
almessi^i  mozgalom  bukasanak  talajan.  Megingott  a hagyomanyos 
vezetoseg  os  kidomborodott  a tarsadalnu  osztalyok  kozti  feszliltseg.  Kab- 
balisztikus  chaszid  korok  keletkeztek,  melyek  szefard  ritus  szerint 
imadkoztak,  mint  Cefaton,  a kires  kabbalista  varosban;  szigoruan  megtar- 
tottak  a parancsolatokat,  de  ugyanakkor  nyilvanvalo  orommel  - dallal, 
tanccak  es  a szeszes  italt  sem  megvetve  lelkesedesiikben,  viselkedtek. 

Egyik  ilyen  csoport  rabbi  Jiszrael  ben  Eliezer  hatasara  szervezkedett 
meg  a XVIII.  szazad  30-as  eveiben,  akit  kiilonleges  tulajdonsagainal 
fogva  BMI  Sem  Tov-nak  aposztrofaltak.  Rabbi  Jiszrael  nepies  tora- 
magyarazalaiban  tanitotta  a feltetlen  odaadast.  A Karpatokban  sziiletett  es 
chaszid  hagyomany  szerint  vandorlasaiban  Szerencsre  is  elerkezett,  hoi 
eppen  vasar  volt.  Megjelenese  nagy  figyelmet  keltett  es  ott  mondotta  el 
egyik  tanulsagos  peldabeszedet.  ‘‘A  szorgalmasak  elobb  elintezik  iigyes- 
bajos  dolgaikat,  vesznek-eladnak  es  csak  aztan  mennek  szorakozni...  a 
konnyelmuek  viszont,  elobb  szorakoznak....  es  mikor  ezutan  akarjak 
elvegezni  iigyes-bajos  dolgaikat,  mar  beesteledett;  igy  van  ez  nepunkkel 
is...  a gondos  ember  mindent  idejeben  rendez  el,  de  a lusta...  egyszer  csak 
azt  veszi  eszre,  hogy  elkesett,  elmult  a nap,  beesteledett,  sotet  lett,  itt  a veg 
— a halal.”  • 

A chaszid  mozgalom  fokent  a Galiciahoz  kozel  fekvo  orszagreszeken 
terjedt  el  es  hatastalan  maradt  a cseh-morva  es  nemetorszagi  zsidok  kozt. 
A magyarorszagi  chaszidizmus  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  ujhelyi  szek- 
foglalasaval  ( 1 808)  kezdodott.  A chaszid  ellenesseg  sohasem  volt  eros  eb- 
ben  az  orszagban,  mert  nem  letezett  iitkozopont  a chaszidok  es  ellenzoik 
kdzl;  ezek  a keleti-,  azok  pedig  a nyugati  orszagreszeken  eltek.  A 
magyarorszagi  chaszid  mozgalom  a galiciainak  volt  egyik  elagazasa. 

A chaszid  elet forma  BMl  Sem  utodainak  idejen  kristalyosodott  ki.  Ez 
nem  jelentette  a zsidosagiol  valo  elkiilonulest;  a chaszidok  tovabbra  is 
huen  teljesitettek  a parancsolatokat  es  muveltek  a toratanulast,  szilardan 
alltak  a hagyomany  es  a kodifikacio  (Sulchan  Aruch)  alapjan,  de  istentisz- 
teletiikhoz  a hatartalan  odaadas  lelki  tenyezoje  jarult  keverve  kabbalista 
es  misztikus  elemekkel.  A Caddik  (Igaz),  a vezeto,  egyenisegeben  es  elet- 
viteleben  testesiti  meg  a chaszid  eszmet.  Valamennyi  chaszid  mozgalom 
hajlando  volt  minden  zsidot  befogadni,  ki  elismeri  a Caddik  felsobbseget 
es  magara  vallalja  a szokasos  viselkedest,  ahogy  az  az  egyes  mozgalmak- 
ban  elfogadott  volt.  A chaszidok  kozt  minden  tarsadalmi  osztalyhoz  tar- 
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sora  Izsepen,  nem  messze  Ujhelytol,  a Ronyva-patak  kozeleben, 
kezdodott.  1831  jan.  31-en  azt  allitotta  egy  lany,  hogy  latott  egy  zsidot, 
amint  eppen  a kutba  szor  valamit.  A parasztok  eroszakkal  osszetereltek  a 
zsidokat  s kegyetlenkedtek  veliik.  Terebesen  is  osszeszedtek  oket,  egyiitt 


az  ottan  betegen  fekvo  katonakkal  es  csak  a hirteleneben  odavezenyelt 
katonasagnak  sikeiiilt  kimenekiteni  meggyotort  bajtarsaikat  es  a zsidokat. 
Majdnem  valamennyi  kornyezo  faluban  kotelekkel  kotoztek  meg  a 
zsidokat,  tepdestek  szakalukat  s mar  maglyara  akartak  tenni  valameny- 
nyiiiket,  mikor  a jegyzo  fia  kozbelepett,  a lazongo  parasztok  lemondtak 
kegyetlen  szandekukrol  es  a foglyaikat  Terebesre  vittek  at.  Kiilonosen  a 
bodrasujlakiak  tiintek  ki  kegyetlensegiikkel.  A foldesurak  csaladtagjai  sem 
forogtak  kisebb  veszedelemben  s tobbszor  csak  fegyverrel  tudtak  utat 
vagni  maguknak  menekiilesre.  A nagymihalyi  jarasban  nyilatkozat 
alairasara  kenyszeritettek  az  orvost,  hogy  az  urak  meg  akartak  mergezni  a 
parasztokat.  Le  is  tartoztattak  nyolc  birtokos  nemest  es  a jaras  osszes 
zsidoit.  A varannoi  jarasban  meggyilkoltak  a lazadok  a foldesurat, 
kiraboltak  a pap  es  a zsidok  hazait.  Sok  megyehivatlanokot  es  foldesurat 
oltek  meg  hazuk  nepevel  egyiitt,  a zsidokat  megkinoztak,  de  nines 
tudomasunk  gyilkossagrol  kozuliik.  Vegezetiil  katonai  beavatkozas  torte 
le  a fokent  totok-lakta  videken  kitort  lazadast;  ezeket  az  egysegeket  a 
szomszedos  Galiciabol  vezenyeltek  at.  *8 

A zempleni  zsido  bevandorlas  tovabbra  is  allando  jelenseg  maradt.  Az 
irattari  feljegyzesekbol  kideriil,  hogy  a zsidok  segitettek  egymason.  Nem 
egyszer  a foldesur  vagy  mas  nemes  adott  menedeket  az  ujonnan  Jot- 
teknek,  feltehetoleg  sajat  erdekiikbol.  Lipschitz  Nathan,  madi  rabbi,  ligy 
segitett,  hogy  tanitvanykent  fogadott  be  iij  bevandorlokat.  Vajon  ez  azt 
Jelenti,  hogy  talmud-iskola  (Jesiva)  mukodott  a faluban  1833’ban?  Ha 
igen,  ugy  ez  torvenyesithette  az  lijonnanjottek  itt-tartozkodasat. 

Egynemely  aprosag  megvilagithatja  az  akkori  zempleni  zsidok  minden- 
napi  eletet.  Az  ujesztendot  megelozo  idoben  mar  kora  hajnalban 
konyorgo  istentiszteletre  siettek  a zsidok  a “felelmetes  napok‘‘  ko- 


zeledtevel.  Ugy  latszik,  hogy  kozpontilag  szervezett  ebresztes  a temp- 
lomszolga  kozbejottevel,  ki  vegigkopogtatta  a hivek  ablakait  imadkozas- 
ra  hiwa  oket,  bizonyos  zajjal  jart.  A varos  rabbijanak,  Rosenbaum 
Mozesnek  (?),  kiilon  kerest  kellett  benyujtania,  hogy  ne  tiltsak  be  a hajnali 
ajtatoskodast,  amit  a varosvezetoseg  elfogadott.  1832-ben  megengedtek, 
hogy  zsido  zsiileszno  a kereszteny  vajudo  asszonyoknak  is  segitseget 
nyiijtson.  19 


Az  lijhelyi  hitkozseg  legregibb  Jegyzokonyve  1831 -ben  kelt.  A jegyzo 
Grunfeld  Hersl  es  1834  ota  magyarul  vezettek.  Az  elso  kiserlet  belso 
szakadasra  1 842-ben  volt,  de  ezt  a szolgabiro  megakadalyozta,  azonban 
harom  evtized  miiltan  ez  megis  bekovetkezett. 
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javHkdt,  vagy  azokat  zalogba  is  lehetett  helyezni  naluk,  azonban  a 
Helytartotanacs  szigoru  utasit^a  semmisnek  nyilvanitotta  az  efTele 
szerzodeseket,  kiveven  a kiralyi  ingatlanokat.  A megye  nem  hajtotta 
vegre  teljessegben  az  utasit^okat,  csak  bizonyos  tekintetben,  sajat 
belatasa  szerint. 

Sok  osszetuzes  volt  a megye vezetoseg  es  a kozponti  korman>^at  kozt; 
ez  utobbi  erdekelt  volt  az  adopres  megszoritasaban,  mig  a megye  nemes 
urai  elleneztek  ezt.  A megyei  nemesseg  attol  tartott,  bogy  a kozemberek 
nem  lesznek  kepesek  megfizetni  a jarandosagukat  es  e miatt  tamogatta  a 
zsidokat  is  a hatralekos  tiirelmi  ado  eltorleseert,  vagy  annak 
csokkenteseert  benyujtott  kerelmtikben;  azonban  a megyegyiales 
aggodalma  a zsidok  elszaporodasa  miatt  nem  sziint  meg. 

1827-ben  megujult  az  ehinseg,  kiilonosen  az  eszaki  jarasokban  es  az 
inseges  esztendok  visszatero  jelensegge  valtak.  A kozrend  megzavarasa 
^ az  elterjedt  tettlegessegek  miatt  statariumot  hirdettek  ki  a megyeben; 
az  inseget  meg  fokozta  a marhacsordakban  kitort  dogvesz  es  mindez 
sulyosan  erintette  az  amugyis  meggyotort  lakossagot. 

1831 -ben  az  a hir  jott,  bogy  Galiciaban  kolerajarvany  van.  Lezartak 
az  utakat  es  csak  kettot  bagytak  nyitva  azok  szamara,  akik  igazolni 


tudtak  bog>'  a jarvany  altal  nem  fertozott  videkrol  jottek.  A zsidoknak, 
kik  arujukkal  a batukon  erkeztek  ervenyes  utlevelleh  nem  engedtek  meg 
a bataratlepest.  Vajon  a zsidok,  kiket  vallasi  torvenyeik  ritualis  flirdo 
vetelere  kotelezik  megbatarozott  idonkent,  inkabb  voltak  fertozottek, 
mint  azok,  kik  a keresztviz  ota  sem  mosakodtak?  Es  megis  allando  volt  a 
vadaskodas,  bogy  a zsidok  koszosak  es  szennyesek. 

A megye  mindent  elkovetett  a jarvany  megfekezesere.  Biztonsagi  erok 
alltak  keszen,  karantenokat  allitottak  fel,  2 orvost  kiildtek  ki.  1831- 
ben  barmas  szerencsetlenseg  sujtotta  a megyet:  ebinseg,  kolera- 
jarvany es  parasztlazadas.  A Bodrogkozt  aradas  ontotte  el  es 
nebany  faluval  a kapcsolat  csak  csonakon  volt  lebetseges.  A nagy  bajok 
lattan  kijelentette  a szolgabiro,  bogy  mar  a foldesurakboz  is  fordult 
segitsegert  a szerencsetlen  jobbagyok  erdekeben.  A jarvanynak  sikeriilt 
Zemplenbe  torni  a gondos  ellenintezkedesek  dacara  es  az  egesz  Ujbelyig 
jutott.  A varost  vesztegzar  ala  belyeztek.  Osszesen  40,000  ember 

betegedett  meg  a megyeben  es  annak  mintegy  a fele  aldozatul  esett  a 
jarvanynak. 

Ezek  az  esemenyek  szolgaltak  alapul  a parasztlazad^  kitoresenek.  A 
par^ztok  ugy  mondtak,  bogy  az  urak,  a zsidok  es  a papok  mergezik  meg 
a nepct  Olyan  birek  is  elterjedtek,  bogy  az  urak  mindent  elore  tudtak,  a 
zsidok  es  az  orvosok  5-10  frt.-ot  kaptak  minden  megmergezett  emberert. 
Fokozodott  a gyulolet  s gyarapodtak  a tettlegessegek.  A parasztok  meg- 
tagadtak  az  engedelmesseget  a szolgabironak  s meg  is  tamadtak.  Leg- 
tobb  rendellenesseg  a megye  eszaki  reszen  tortent.  A vervadak  bosszu 
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fogadobol  is  ezen  Urasag  oket  kikergete." 

Szokas  volt,  hogy  a zsidok  is  reszt  vettek  a kiraly  koronazasakor  vagy  a 
megye  urainak  hivatali  beiktatasanal.  1820-ban  Malonyai  Janost  neveztek 


ki  foispannak.  Tiszteletere  kivilagitott  transzparenset  tettek  a megyehazara 
es  a hidakra,  amerre  az  uj  foispan  utja  vezetett.  A zsidok  is  reszt  kivantak 
venni  az  iinneplesbol,  diadalkaput  allitottak  fel  es  ,,a  nagy  kormanyzo 
tiszteletere  Kazinczytol  kertek  triumphalis  verset.  “Kazinczy  a kovetkezo 
szoveget  kiildte: 

,,A'  Sidosag  Triumphalis  (gyozelmi)  kapuja  folibe. 

Igy  tiszteltetik  meg  a’  kit  a kiraly  meg  akar 

tiszteltetni. 

(Eszter  VI.  resz  9.  vers)'’ 

A fenti  alkalmi  vers  eredeti  fogalmazvanyat  a piaristak  satoraljaujhelyi 
gimnaziumanak  irattaraban  oriztek. 

Sok  nehezseggel  kuzdott  Magyarorszag  a napoleoni  haboruk  utan  es 
Zemplenvarmegyeben  ehhez  meg  tovabbi  belso  bajok  is  jarultak.  1817- 
ben  sulyos  ehinseg  tort  ki,  eltiltottak  tehat  a gabonapalinka  fozeset.  A 
megye  panaszt  nyujtott  be  a Helytartotanacshoz  az  ott  elszallasolt 
katonasag  ellatasanak  nehezsegei  miatt  es  a zsidokat  koteleztek  erre  a 
teherviselesre,  bar  ok  mentesitettek  voltak  ettol  az  amugyis  sok  ado 
folytan,  amiket  a megye  tobbi  polgarai  nem  viseltek.  A zsidok  termeszet- 
ben  rottak  le  az  ujabb  kotelezettseget:  kenyeret,  arpat  es  takarmanyt,  az 
adofizetes  merteke  szerint.  Miutan  eltiltatott  a szeszes  italok  fozese,  zenes 
lakodalmat  sem  engedtek  meg  a parasztoknak  (nem  ugy  az  uraknak)  es  a 
szolgabiro  dolga  lett  az  ardragitok  megbiintetese,  akar  zsidok,  akar  pedig 
keresztenyek.  A palinkafozes  eltiltasa  sulyosan  erintette  a zsidok 
jovedelmet  es  ezert  azt  kertek,  hogy  legalabb  zabbol  es  burgonyabol 
fozhessenek.  A Helytartotanacs  elutasitotta  a kerelmeket  es  a ren- 
delkezesek  tovabbra  is  ervenyben  maradtak. 

Az  inseg  novekedesevel  lajstromba  vettek  az  ehezoket,  az  ott 
allomasozo  katonasag  egy  reszet  a szomszedos  megyekbe  helyeztek  at. 
Miutan  ottan  kevesbe  volt  sulyos  a helyzet,  a zsidok  vasarolhattak 
burgonyat  palikafozesre,  hogy  megelhetesuket  biztosithassak;  mindezt 
persze  titokban,  a hatosagok  megkeriilesevel.  1815-ben  ismet  ki  akartak 
utasitani  a galiciai  szarmazasu  zsidokat,  de  a szolgabirok  nem  igyekeztek 
tulsagosan  vegrehajtani  a Helytartotanacs  utasitasait  es  meg  ket  ev 
multan  ismet  leirt  nekik  a vegrehajtas  targyaban.  A megye  egyik  valasza, 
peldaul,  azt  hozta  fel,  hogy  a kiutasitas  a teli  fagyra  valo  tekintettel 
tavaszra  halasztodott.  Lehetseges,  hogy  egynehany  ujabb  bevandorlo 
valoban  kenytelen  voli  visszaterni  elobbi  helyere,  de  tomeges  kiutasitasra 
tobbe  nem  keriilt  sor. 

megyekkel  ellentetben,  Zemplenben  berelhettek  a zsidok  nemesi 
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ugyszinten  Rosenberg  Jozsef — 89  eves  zsido,  ki  mindig  tisztesseges  em- 
ber volt  es  kifog^talanul  viselkedett. 

Goldberger  Izidor,  ki  a legtobb  adatot  gyujtotte  egybe  Zemlenvarmegye 
zsidoinak  eletebol,  szamukat  1812-ben  mintegy  15,000-re  becsulte.  lo 

Ugyanabban  az  evben  a madiak  megvadoltak  a zsidokat  “a  nepnek 
elnyomattatasaval”,  de  a megvadoltak  sem  voltak  restek  es  ellenpanasszal 
eltek.  A megyei  vizsgalobizottsag  a zsidosag  kiutasitasat  javasolta  a 
meglevo  osszeiras  alapjan,  ezenkiviil  az  uzsorasok  megblinteteset, 
szaporodasuk  meggatlasat,  csak  a korcsmarossagot  engedven  meg 
szamukra.  Es  bogy  a partatlansagon  ne  essek  csorba,  azt  is  ajanlott  a 
bizottsag  — allitsak  torveny  ele  azokat  a nem  zsidokat  is,  kik  tisz- 
tessegteleniil  viselkednek.  Termeszetesen,  a fenti  javaslatok  sohasem 
keriiltek  megvalositasra. 

A Madra  helyezett  iskolat  a zsidok  bezartak,  feltehetoleg,  hogy  az  ne 
szolgalhasson  alapul  a felvilagosodas  es  az  asszimilacio  terjesztesere,  azon- 
ban  a megyegyules  egy  ev  mu  1 tan  ismet  megnyitotta.  Vajon  sikeriilt-e 
miikodesben  tartani  tovabbra  is,  azt  nem  tudjuk.  Lehetseges  azonban, 
hogy  a megyevezetosegnek  szandekaban  volt  valtoztatni  a zsidok 
eletmodjan  es  azt  a kornyezethez  alkalmazni;  ezert,  a tobbi  kozt,  az 
adossaglevelnek  csak  ugy  adtak  ervenyt,  ha  az  az  anyanyelven  (magyar?) 
allittatott  ki,  avagy  pedig  katonaallitast  koveteltek  a zsidoktol  kvota 


szerint,  hisz  a napoleoni  haboruk  meg  nem  fejezodtek  be. 

Erdekessegkent  emlitheto,  hogy  a szerencsi  hitkozseg  a hatosagok 
segitsegevel  kivanta  tagjait  templomlatogatasra  kotelezni.  Egy  es 
ugyanazon  idoben,  mikor  egyesek  a zsido  belso  elet  megerositeset 
remeltek  a kiilvilagtol,  tette  kozze  a varmegye,  hogy  Josephus  Flavius 


‘‘Zsido  Haboru’‘-ja  megjelent  magyar  forditasban.  Vajon  zsidoknak  szolt 


a kozlemeny?  Nines  ertesiilesunk  arrol. 


hogy  mikent  viszonyultak  erne 


irodalmi  esemenyhez,  amikor  ok  csak  a nepies  formaban  irott  Josippont 
ismerhettek  heber  es  esetleg  zsargon  nyelven.  Egy  akkortajt  hozott 
megyei  intezkedes  halachikus  szokast  akart  megvaltoztatni,  eltiltvan  a 


halottak  48  oranal  elobbi  eltemeteset.  • • Az  ujhelyi  hitkozsegi  elet  elore- 
haladasat  Jelentette  az  181 7-ben  megnyilt  zsido  korhaz  a Ronyva-patak 
kozeleben  a Virag  utca  mellett. 


A szerencsi  katholikus  pap  1820-ban  rovid  leirast  publikalt  varosarol 
25  eves  szolgalatanak  jubileumara.  Irasaban  megjegyezte,  hogy  mikor 
odajott,  csak  2-3  zsidot  talalt,  de  most  mar  zsinagogajuk  is  van  “a’hol 
zsinatolnak,  ezek  noha  maguk  kozott  nemetiil  (zsargon)  handrikalnak,  de 
a Varasbeliekkel  magyarul  beszellenek.  Ezeknek  a nagymeltosagu  Grof 
Aspermant  reszenn  hazaik  is  vagynak;  de  a’  Meltosagos  Almasi  Familia 
reszenn  hazat  maganak  eggy  zsido  sem  vehet,  egyediil  a’  tsaphazaiban 
tsaplaroskodhatnak,  es  zsidolkodhatnak.  A Szerentsi  nagy  Vendeg- 
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osszeir^okbol  kapunk.  Az  osszeir^hoz  csatolt  melleklet  megismetli  a 
bevandorlasi  es  letelepedesi  tilalmat  az  1790  utan  Zemplenmegyebe 
erkezetteket  illetoleg.  Tovabba  azt  jegy^i  meg  a melleklet,  bogy  nem  volt 
Hegyaljan  1812-ben  egyetlen  kereskedo  sem,  kinek  3000  frt.-nal 
magasabb  a bevetele  es  ezert  nem  keves  zsido  tovabbi  megelhetesi  forr^ 
utan  is  kenytelen  volt  nezni,  mint  ritualis  vag^,  tanitosag  vagy 
eppenseggel  konyvkoteszet.  Legyen  ez  a hegyaljai  zsidok  dicseretere,  ha 
konyvkotore  volt  szuksegiik.  Ez  utobbi  osszeiras  megvizsgalni  hivatott  a 
zsidok  szamat  '‘a  szegeny  nepre  haramlo  tehernek  el  harit^a  vegett", 
mintha  a zsidok  lettek  volna  a kozvetlen  oka  a jobbagyok  sanyani 
helyzetenek.  Ami  pedig  a zsidok  szaporod^t  illeti,  a melleklet  azt  irja, 
hogy  “gyermekeiket  igen  fiatal,  ’s  valosagal  gyermeki  korukban 
hazasitjak  es  igy  addig  mig  egy  kereszteny  azon  vigasztal^ra  johett, 
hogy  unokajat  erheti,  ok  azoknak  is  unokaival  gyonyorkodnek../’  Erne 
tulzasok  utan  meg  tovabbi  okokat  is  felsorol  a zsidok  szaporodasanak 
megmagyarazasara  es  pedig:  a zsido  ozvegyek  es  lanyaik  sohasem  men- 
nek  kiilorszagba  ferjhezmenetel  vegett,  hanem  az  onnan  valokat  fogadjak 
be  itten;  ezenkivul  galiciai  zsido  gyermekeket  vesznek  magukhoz,  mint 
sajatjuk  vagy  rokonuk.  Az  iizletileg  vagy  egyeb  latogat^ra  erkezok  arva 
gyerekeket  hoznak,  sokszor  hatarmenti  parasztok  kozremukodesevel  es 
ezek  aztan  itt  nevelkednek  fel.  Vegezetiil  meg  koldusok  is  erkeznek,  egy- 
ket  honapra,  sokszor  tobbre  is,  meg  palinkafozok,  zsido-tanitok  es 
metszok.  A zempleni  zsidok  minden  uton-modon  segitenek  pi.  “Sub 
Arendatio”  (alberleti  arenda),  pedig  a befogadok  maguk  is  “mind  eggy 
atallyaban  szegeny,  ’s  nagyobb  reszett  utolso  inseggel  kiiszkodo,  minden- 
napi  keresmenyet  minden  nap  emeszteni  kentelen.“  Ama  regebbi  ren- 
delkezesek,  hogy  a hazasulandok  iskolai  bizonyitvanyt  kotelesek 
felmutatni,  nem  volt  tobbe  ervenye. 

II.  Jozsef  1787-ben  tette  kozze  rendeletet,  mely  nemet  csaladnevek 
felvetelere  kotelezte  a zsidokat.A  kiralyi  utasit^  ellenere  igen  sok  zsido 
Zemplenmegyeben  patronym  vagy  matronym  (apa-  vagy  anyanev  utani) 
nevet  a szlav  vies-  vits  vegzodessel,  ami  a sziilotol  valo  leszarmaz^t 
jelzi.  A valodi  nemet  nevek  igen  kevesek,  ewel  szemben  nem  keves  a 
magyar  nev.  Ezek  joreszt  foglalkozast,  kozszajon  forgo  becenevet,  testi 
fogyatekossagot  vagy  egyebet  jeleztek  es  igy  lettek  csaladnevekke.  Egyes 
idegen  neveket  magyarra  formalta,  azaz  a magyar  szohasznalathoz 
idomitotta  a megyei  hivatalnok.  Dt  az  egyik  zemplenagardi  zsido  nemet 
neve,  ahogy  az  az  1811.  osszeirasban  szerepel  visszarettent  — Elias 
Hitler.  A feljegyzesek  szerint,  a hegyaljai  zsidok  altalaban  kereskedok, 
berlok,  mesteremberek,  palinkafozok  stb.  voltak. 

A szolgabiro  ligy  velelmezte,  hogy  az  1790  utan  bevandoroltak  kozul 
nem  utasitando  ki  Schwartz  Aser  — 20  eve  lakik  itt  es  veteran  katona. 
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teivel  az  ujhelyi  rabbiszekbe. 

A foszolgabiroi  jelentes  szerint,  tokeletesen  elegedettek  voltak  rabbijuk- 
kak  “mig  nem  az  vellek  sziiletett  nyughatattlansagnak  lelke,  ezen  tsen- 
desseget  megunvan,  Annak  (a  rabbinak)  kimozditasa  irant...  a Ttes  Ns 
varmegyehez  folyamodtak.’'  Elso  sorban  awal  vadoltak,  hogy  csak  nem 
regen  vandorolt  ide  Galiciabol  es  van  helybeli  zsido  is,  ki  melto  a 
rabbiallasra;  ha  a megye  annyiban  hagyja  a dolgot,  mas  zsidok  is 
tomegevel  fognak  Zemplenbe  jonni,  vegezetul  pedig  — a rabbi  egyetlen 
nyelvet  sem  tud.  Elottiink  tehat  egy  belso  viszaly,  mely  a hatosagokhoz  is 
eljutott. 

A nem-zsidok  ezuttal  tiirelmesebbeknek  bizonyultak.  A megye  tovabbi 
harom  evre  helyen  hagyta  a rabbit,  a szerzodes  lejartaig.  Legadazabb 
ellensege  Griinfeld  Markusz  volt,  kinek  — valoszinuleg  — nem  volt  mas 
mit  mondania,  ha  awal  vadaskodott,  hogy  a rabbi  galiciai  eredetu  es 
egyetlen  nyelvet  sem  tud.  Pinchasz  rabbi  zsargon  nyelven  beszelt,  ahogy 
az  megszokott  volt  az  akkori  idoben.  De  meg  valami:  vajjon  volt-e  az 
orszag  ama  reszen  mashonnan  szarmazo  rabbi?  A Griinfeld  altal 
benyiijtott  panasz  (1806)  egyelore  nem  talalt  visszhangra  a megyeben. 

Ettol  kezdve  a tanito  nem  hagyta  abba  a panasztevest,  akar  sajat 
szemelyeben,  akar  pedig  tobb  hitkozsegi  tag  neveben.  A kozonseg 


megoszlott  velemenyeben  es  nem  is  kevesen  keltek  a rabbi  vedelmere.  A 
szolgabiro  velemenye  szerint,  a hitkozseg  nem  viselkedett  rendesen  es  ugy 
"hatarozott,  hogy  a rabbi  tovabbi  hat  honapig  maradjon  a helyen,  de  koz- 
ben  gondoskodni  kellett  a hitkozsegnek  egy  masik  lelkipasztor 
meghivasarol.  A rabbit  tamogato  tabor  egyre  novekedett,  bar  oly  hirek  is 
voltak,  hogy  az  reszegeskedo  es  meg  sem  gondoskodtak  helyet  massal 
betolteni.  Igy  telt  el  ket  esztendo. 

A foszolgabiro  nem  varatott  tovabb  magara  es  1808-ban  veglegesen 
all^ba  iktatta  Pinchasz  Lurja  rabbit.  Griinfeld  megdobbent  a nem  vart 
fejlemenytol  es  tiistent  vadat  emelt  a megyenel  reszegeskedes  es  hivatali 
alkalmatlansag  cimen,  kovetelve  a rabbi  azonnali  eltavolitasat.  Tanukat 
szedett  ossze  a kornyezo  falvakbol,  kik  reszegen  lattak  a rabbit,  de  voltak 
ellenkezo  tanuvallomasok  is.  A rabbi  ellenfelei  sem  kesedelmeskedtek  es  a 
vedotanukat  vallomasuk  megmasitasara  igyekeztek  ravenni.  Vegiil  — a 
foszolgabiro  egyediil  maradt  a rabbi  partjan  es  ez  nem  volt  eppen  a 
leghizelgobb  a szamara.  A foszolgabiro  a hitkozsegen  beliili  askalod^nak 
tulajdonitotta  a vadakat.  De  ne  tovabb  — a megye  nem  kivant  ebben  az 
iigyben  osszeiitkozesbe  jutni  a zsidokkal,  hiszen  semmi  erdeke  sem  volt  es 
beadta  derekat. 

Pinchasz  rabbi  1 808-ban  elhagyta  Ujhelyt  es  tovabbi  sorsa  ismeretlen. 
Ulodja  Teitelbaum  Mozes  rabbi  volt,  ki  szinten  Galiciabol  jott  Ujhelybe. 

A zemplenmegyei  zsidokrol  teljes  kepet  az  1811  es  1812-ben  megejtett 
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tozasaikat.  Zemplen  zsidoit  is  erintette  a kerdes:  1811  -ben  litadot  kellett 
fizetniok,  a tobbi  kozt,  a postaszolgalat  fenntartasara  is.  Az  okirat  meg- 
jegyzi,  bogy  “ezen  Megye  a szegeny  adozo  nep  (a  zsidok  is)  felsegellese 
tekintetebol...  e folyo  esztendo  oktober  utolso  napjaig  a Hazi  penztarba 
befolyo  adot  nem  otszorozte”  a devalvacio  merteke  szerint.  I me  ilyen  ar- 
culata  is  volt  a megye  urainak.  7 

Felteheto,  bogy  a II.  Jozsef  idejen  alakult  iskola  tovabbra  is  mukodott. 
Erre  abbol  lebet  kovetkeztetni,  bogy  Griinfeld  Markuszt  (Mezei  M6r 
dedapja)  a beber  nyelvu  iratok  bivatalos  forditojanak  neveztek  ki.  A nep 
Mordcbe  professzornak  titulalta.  Az  ujbelyiek  azt  koveteltek,  bogy 
flzetese  a kornyekbeli  zsidok  terbere  is  legyen,  azaz  a kdrnyezo  falvak 
zsido  gyerekei  is  Ujbelybe  jartak  iskolaba.  II.  Jozsef  rendelkezeseinek 
ertelmeben  a megye  elkerte  ama  konyvek  jegyzeket,  melyeket  az 
iskolaban  es  a templomban  basznalnak.  Egy  masik  okirat  a nemet 
felvilagosulas  iranti  titkolt  bajlamot  arulbatja  el.  A becsi  Scbmid 
kiadovallalat  nemet  forditassal  ellatott  iinnepi  imakdnyvet  (macbzor)  tett 
kozze.  A frankfurti  rabbik  eltiltottak  es  kikozositessel  fenyegettek  meg  a 
kdnyv  vasarloit.  A becsi  kormany  belyenvalonak  latta  semmisnek 
nyilvardtani  a rabbik  velemenyet  es  eltiltotta  a kikozositesi  level  terjeszte- 
set."  Ennek  a kormany intezkedesnek  Ujbelyben  talalt  peldanya  arra  utal, 
bogy  a zempleni  zsidok  beterogen  osszeteteleben  a felvilagosulas  elso 

csirait  is  meg  lebetett  talalni,^  kiilonben  minek  kiildtek  el  ide  is  a ren- 
delkezes  szoveget,  ba  arra  amugy  sem  lett  volna  sziikseg. 

Egy  masik  iratcsomo  az  ujbelyi  leveltarban  a zsidok  ama  kereset  tar- 
talmazza,  bogy  mozditsak  el  allasabol  a bitkozseg  rabbijat  es  masikat 
bozbassanak  belyebe.  Goldberger  Izidor  megvizsgalta  a vonatkozo 
leveltari  anyagot  es  erdekes  fejlemenyeket  talalt  abban.  Cvi  Hirs  Meisels 
rabbi  tavozasa  utan  a bomonnai  Pincbasz  Lurjat  installaltak  az  ujbelyi 
bitkozseg  rabbiszekebe.  (Emlekezetes,  bogy  Pincbasz  rabbi  neve  szerepel 
az  ujbelyi  kiutasitottak  listajan.  Valoszinu,  bogy  tevedes  esett  a ket  rabbi 
nevet  illetoen.)  Kesobb  az  a bir  jarta,  bogy  Pincbasz  rabbi  annak  elotte 
olyan  iteletet  bozott  Homonnan  egy  valolevel  iigyeben,  melyet  mas  rab- 
bik semmisnek  nyilvanitottak  es  ezert  ottbagyvan  allasat  Terebesre  ment 
at.  ^ Pincbasz  rabbi  galiciai  szarmazasu  volt;  neves  elodokre  tekintett 
vissza.  Neve  — Lurja  vagy  Loresz  kiilonbozo  variaciokban  — de  a 
kozosseg  altalaban  mint  Lorinc  emlitette.  Ez  utobbi  variacioja  a nevnek 
sunin  emUttetik  a zemplenmegyei  csaladnevek  kozt  az  1811-1 2-ben 
megejtett  osszeirasokban. 

A bomonnai  valolevel-esettel  ellentetben,  egy  masik  okirat  barom 
rabbi  birosagi  batarozatat  tartalmazza  Pincbasz  rabbi  megbizbatosagarol. 
Ugyancsak  jo  velemennyel  nyilatkozott  rola  a bomonnai  uradalom  fo- 
intezoje.  Igy  keriilt  Pincbasz  Lurja  megegyezest  kotve  a bitkozseg  kiildot- 
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Napoleon  megosztani  es  egyben  gyengiteni  kivanvan  a cs^zari 
seregeket,  felkelest  szilott  Galiciaban  ugynokei  litjan.  A felkelo  sereg 
elhada  meg  Gyongybsig  sem  jutott  es  maris  az  litirany  megvaltoztatasara 
adlak  parancsot,  Lengyelorszag  fele.  Amint  az  szokasos,  a zsidok  szenved- 
tek  meg  a hirtelen  beallott  fordulatot  a hatar  mindket  oldalan.  Lengyel 
lijoncok  felgyiijtottak  Viravan,  a galiciai  hatar  kdzeleben,  egy  zsido  korcs- 
majat  — haza  es  minden  vagyona  odaveszett.  A megye  azonnal  be- 
avatkozott,  de  nem  tudni,  hogy  kapott-e  a karosult  karteritest,  vagy  sem. 

De  mindez  csupan  elojatek  volt.  A szomszed  megyekben  az  a hir  jarta, 
hogy  a zsidok  szitottak  a zavargasokat;  ezert  a megyei  hatosagok  bezartak 
a hatart  a zsidok  elott  mindket  iranybol,  ami  sulyos  gazdasagi  kart 
okozott  nekik.  Rovid  ido  multan  bizottsagot  neveztek  ki  a helyzet  feliil- 
vizsgalasara  es  ez  arra  a kovetkeztetesre  jutott,  hogy  megkonnyitheto  a 
hatarzarlat,  ha  annak  mindket  oldalan  kiilon  lattamozast  — vidi  — 
pecsetelnek  az  utlevelbe.  Minden  Galiciaba  utazo  zsidonak  Ujhelybe 
kellett  jonnie  utlevelenek  lattamoztatasara.  Megszigoritottak  a feliigyeletet 
az  orszagutakon,  a mcgyeben  24  fegyveres  orallomast  allitottak  fel.  A 
galiciai  zsidok  nern  menekiilhettek  ide,  barmily  eletveszdyes  helyzet  is 
keletkezett  a lazongasok  kiserojelensegekent. 

Mi  sem  volt  egyszerubb,  mint  hitelt  adni  barmely  kosza  hirnek, 
megvadolni  a zsidokat  es  kiilonbozo  rendelkezeseket  foganatositani 
elleniik,  de  ha  szukseg  volt  rajuk  — felhasznalni  jo  szolgalataikat  a megye 
erdekeben.  Ezuttal  a zsido  lokereskedoket  vettek  igenybe  a felkelo  sereg 
ellat^ra.  Az  eredeti  jegyzokonyv  a kovetkezo  kepen  hangzik:  “Mivel 
pedig  az  meg  kivantato  lovaknak  oszve  szerzese  a legnagyobb 
figyelmetesseget  erdemelne,  egyeb  erant  pedig  tapasztalni  lehetne,  hogy 
ebben  az  helybeli  Zsidosag  nem  keves  Segitsegiil  lehetne  az  Megyenek, 
meghataroztatott  mely  szerint  (itt  felsoroltattak  a hivatalos  szemelyek 
nevei)  egyben  iilven  egy  olyan  felosztast  tegyenek  az  Megyebeli  Zsidokra, 
melly  szerint  azok  minden  Jaras  kulonosen  bizonyos  szamu  Lovakat 
teendo  ki  Fizetes  melleit  az  felalitando  Svadronynak  adni  tartozzanak.’’  A 
feljegyzesbol  kideriil,  hogy  a megye  rendes  arat  fizetett  a lovakert  s any- 
nyira  elegedett  volt,  hogy  a vasznat  Burik  Davidtol  vettek;  Schonwald 
Mihaly  “nyeregjarto"  uj  nyergekkel  latta  el  a felkelo  vitezeket  es  60 
nyerget  pedig  “megreperalt”,  valamint  Kremmer  Andras  “Ujhelyben 
lakozo"  kovacs  egy  tin  ment  a hadba  a nemesekkel.  Valamennyien  zsidok 
voltk.  6 

A francia  haboruk  meggyorsitottak  a Habsburg  birodalom  inflacios 
folyamatat.  Kulonbozo  modszerekkel  probaltak  a penzgazdasagot 
helyrehozni.  Egy  ilyen  kiserlet  1811-ben  volt:  a kormany  otodere 
devalvalta  a papirpenzt  es  valtocedulakat  bocsatott  ki,  amire  persze  az  a 
kerdes  meruit  fel,  mikent  fizessek  az  emberek  a koz-  es  magantar- 
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elesre  elegendo  modjuk  nem  lenne,  vagy  pedig  ezen  Megyebe  az  1 790-ik 
Esztendotiil  olta  minden  szabadsag,  's  engedelem  nelkiil  be  jottek  volna, 
ki  igazitassanak,  ’s  honnyaikba  utasitassanak,...”  es  ,,a  Zsidosag 
szamanak  meg  kissebitese  irant....”  elhataroztak  a hatosagok  altaianos 
osszeirast  vegezni  a megyeben,  hogy  megtalalhassak  a torvenyteleniil  itt 
idozo  zsidokat. 


A homonnai  keriiletben  is  vegrehajtottak  az  osszeirast  es  azt  az  ottani 
zsido  elemi  iskola  tanitoja,  Wasserman  Abraham  vegezte  el;  a hitkozseg 
eloljaroi  heber  alairasukkal  hitelesitettek  az  okmanyt.  109  zs’io  iratott 
ossze.  A megyei  hatosagok  megelegedtek  ezuttal  az  osszeirassal  es  annak 
nem  voltak  tovabbi  kovetkezmenyei,  ambar  nem  is  egy  volt  koztiik 
kiilfbldi  sziiletesu.  Nehany  bevandorolt  mar  evtizedek  6ta  elt  ott,  mint  pi. 
Lebl  Izraaelovits  — 50  eve,  Moyses  Abrahamovits  — 40  eve  stb. 

Ujhely  zsidoinak  kiiizese,  ketsegteleniil,  szelsoseges  esemenynek 
szamit.  A varmegye  urai  megelegedtek  altalaban  a feliigyelettel  es  a 
fennallo  rendelkezesek  ujboli  igazol^val,  mint  a hazalas  megtiltasa  stb. 

A zsidok  a kiralyi  kincstarnak,  a megyenek,  a foldesurnak  stb.  fizettek 
a kiilonbozo  adokat,  azonban  alkalom  adtan  megtalaltak  a megye  urai  a 
modjat,  hogy  lijabb  es  ujabb  nehezsegeket  tamasszanak.  Igy  tortent,  hogy 
a terebesi  zsidok  viseltek  a varos  terheit  a helyorseg  ellatasara,  pedig  ok 
mentesek  voltak  az  efajta  teherviselestol,  a Maria  Terezia  rendelte  tiirelmi 
ado  kotelezettsege  folytan.  Ez  a sulyos  ado  volt  hivatva  felvaltani  az  allam 
tobbi  adoit. 


A megyegyules  egymasutan  tiltotta  el  a zsidokat  a kereskedelmi 
foglalkoz^oktol;  1808-ban  elvettek  toliik  a puskaporral  es  saletrommal 
valo  kereskedes  jogat,  de  a tiirelmi  adot  tovabbra  is  kellett  fizetniok  a 
tokaji  sohivatalnak.  Adossaguk  10,674  frt-ot  tett  ki;  hatalmas  osszeg, 
figyelembe  veve  a tobbi  kotelezettseget. 

A szabadelvii  megyevezetoseg  szigoruan  vette  a behajtast,  jollehet  a 
tiirelmi  ado  torvenytelennek  szamitott  elotte.  Ezt  az  adot  nem  a magyar 
torvenyhozas  vetette  ki  a zsidokra,  hanem  a becsi  kormany.  A megyenek 
megvolt  a maga  fontossagi  sorrendje:  elobb,  ami  a foldesurnak  jar,  aztan 

— ami  a megyet  illeti  es  mire  a tiirelmi  ado  keriilt  sorra,  elfogyott  a zsido 
penze  es  ez  ott  allott  kifosztva  mindenebol.  Ez  a sulyos  ado  1 00  even  at 
sanyargatta  a magyarorszagi  zsidokat.  5 

Annak  ellenere,  hogy  eluztek  az  lijhelyi  zisdok  egy  reszet,  eros  nyom^t 
gyakoroltak  rajuk  a tiirelmi  ado  behajtasara,  de  sziikseg  eseten  megis  csak 
hozzajuk  fordultak  a megye  urai.  Az  eliizest  koveto  evben  az  orszagba 
tortek  a napoleoni  seregek.  Ferenc  csaszar  es  kiraly  felkelesre  szolitotta  a 
nemeseket  a haza  vedelmere.  Az  volt  az  utolso  nemesi  felkelfe  (1809). 
Zsidok  termeszetesen  nem  vehettek  benne  reszt,  de  Zemplenvarmegyeben 

— annak  szenvedo  es  egyben  cselekvo  reszesei  lettek. 
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zsef  koratol  kezdve  megerosodott  a Galiciabol  jdvo  bevandorlas.  Nagy 
volt  a felziidulas  es  meg  sem  tettek  ellene  semmit,  bar  a hatosagoknak 
modjaban  lett  volna  meggatolni  e folyamatot  mind  orszagos  viszonylat- 
ban,  mind  pedig  Zemplenvarmegyen  beliil,  mely  Galiciaval  hataros.  A 
benemavatkoz^  awal  magyarazhato,  bogy  a hatarzarlat  Magyarorszag 


kiilonall^t  jelentette  volna  a Habsburg-birodalom  tobbi  orszagaitol  es 
ezt  a becsi  kormany  nem  volt  hajlando  megtenni.  Igy  tortent  tehat,  bogy 


evtizedeken  at  irtak  es  szonokoltak  Magyarorszag  galiciai  zsidok  altal  valo 


elaraszt^rx)!,  de  semmit  sem  tettek  e jelenseg  ellen,  kiveve  egy  esetet  — 
1 807-ben. 


Egy  ewel  elobb  a Helytartotanacs  megbagyta  a varmegyenek  a zsidok 
„szerfelett  valo  szaporodasukbol...  a szegeny  nepre  baramlo  tebernek 
elbaritasat."  A foszolgabiro  valamilyen  okbol  tul  szorgalmasnak 
bizonyult  a vegrebajtasban.  Osszeszedett  az  ujbelyi  jarasban  83  csaladot 
(mintegy  360  lelek)  es  a bataron  tulra  tette.  Nem  tudbato,  mikent  tortent, 
bogy  a Helytartotanacs  eziittal  megvaltoztatta  allaspontjat  es  a birodalmi 
erdekekkel  ellentetben  viselkedett.  A kiutasitottak  koziil  67  csaladfo 


kiilorszagban  sziiletett,  azonban  itt  eltek  legalabb  10  esztendeje;  a tobbiek 

pedig  az  orszag  mas  videkeirol  keriiltek  ide.  32  csaladfo  ujbelyi  lakos  volt 

_ ^ 

6s  koztiik  rabbi  Cvi  Hirs  Meisels.  Ugy  tiinik,  bogy  a rabbinak  sikeriilt 
megkeriilni  a kiutasitasi  vegzest;  Mattersdorfba  ment  a Cbatam  Szofer 
megiiresedett  szekenek  betoltesere,  kit  Pozsonyba  bivtak  meg.  A kiuzottek 
kozt  talalbato  a bomonnai  rabbi  is,  Pincbasz  Lurja,  de  legtobbjiik 
mesterember  es  korcsmaros;  voltak  meg  zeneszek,  toramasolo,  metszo  es 
templomszolga.  Az  ujbelyi  zsido  kozosseg  kemeny  csapast  szenvedbetett, 
ba  ily  mertekben  vesztette  el  alkalmazottait.  Magat  a tortenetet  Dr.  Gold- 
berger  Izidor  rabbi  tette  kozze  az  ,,Adalekok  Zemplenvarmegye  tortenete- 
bez"  c.  folyoiratban.  ^ . Cikkenek  vegen  ezt  irta  a szerzo:  ,,Mi  utodok  azon- 
ban balat  adunk  Istennek,  bogy  a magyar  lovagias,  alkotmanyos  erziilete 
tobbe  ilyen  kegyetlensegeket  meg  nem  enged.  A szenvedo  elodok,  azon 


szent  gyiilekezetek  egyike,  mely  lelket  adta  Isten  nevenek  megszen- 
telesere,  ok  es  neviik  maradjanak  orok  emlekkent  sziviink  tablajara  le- 
tbrolbetetleniil  bevesve;  aldozzunk  kegyelettel  most  mar  nyugalomra 
keriilt  es  sokat  banyatott  lelkiinknek.’’ 

Vajon  gondolbatta-e  Goldberger  Izidor,  az  ujbelyi  statusquo  kesobb 
pedig  a tatai  bitkozseg  rabbija,  bogy  32  ewel  fenti  cikkenek  kozzetetele 
utan  nem  csak  par  szaz  zsido,  banem  a magyarorszagi  zsidosag  tiilnyomo 
tobbsege  uzettetik  majd  el  a pusztulasba  es  6 maga  is  kozossege  elen  osz- 
tozik  bivei  vegzetes  sorsaban. 

Nem  tudbato,  miert  eppen  az  ujbelyi  jaras  zsidoinak  jutott  ez  a sors 
osztalyresziil,  biszen  az  1 806-ban  kozzetett  belytartotanacsi  rendelkezes  az 
egesz  megyere  vonatkozott  mondvan,  “bogy  azon  zsidok  akiknek  az  el 
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V.  Mindennapi  det  a XIX.  szdzad  elej^n 


Magyarorszag  elmaradottnak  szamitott  a mult  szazad  elejen.  A becsi 
kormany  gazdasag-politikaja  gyarmati  szinten  tartotta  az  orszagot  ala- 
vetve  az  osztrak  erdekeknek. 

A primidv  eletk6rulmenyek''kozt  a kereskedelem  is  kezdetleges  volt, 
azonban>a  francia  haboruk  kovetkezteben  nemi  valtozas  allott  be.  A 
csaszari  hadseregek  ellatasanak  kozvetito  kereskedelmet  a nemesek  nem 
vallaltak  magukra,  a jobbagyok  alkalmatlanok  voltak  erre,  a varosi 
polgarsag  tul  gyer  volt,  igy  tortent,  bogy  a zsidok  toltottek  be  ezt  a 
szerepet. 

II.  Jozsef  rendelkezesei  es  az  adott  lehetoseg  folytan  jelentosen 
nbvekedett  a zsidok  szama.  A legtobb  bevandorolt  galiciai  eredetu  es 
szamuk  rovidesen  tulhaladta  a cseh-  es  nemetorszagi  szarmazasuaket.  Az 
lij  bevandorlok  fokent  a mezogazdasagi  es  a falusi  eletkonilmenyekkel 
kapcsolatos  gazdasagi  terre  alapoztak  megelhetesiiket.  Zsido  arulta  a 
foldesur  borat,  adott  hitelt  korcsmajaban  a jobbagynak  es  termeset  is  6 
vette  meg;  a korcsmaros  arendat  fizetett  berlemeny^rt.  A francia 
haboruk  idejen  egyesek  sokra  vittek,  mert  kozbejottuk  nelkiil  nem  volt 

lehetseges  biztositani  a hadseregellatast.  A zsidok  vallaltak  a rizikot, 
eligazodtak  a piac  araiban  es  a hegyaljaiak,  leginkabb,  mint 
borkereskedok  tuntek  ki. 

A XIX.  szazad  elso  feleben  az  orszag-  es  a megyegyules  voltak  a Habs- 
burg  kozpontosito  torekvesek  ellenzoi,  ezert  a csaszari  hatalom  nelkliluk 


kormanyozta  az  orszagot.  A varmegyek,  koztiik  Zemplen  is,  az  ellenallas 
feszkei  lettek,  de  ugyanakkor  a szabadelvu  forrongas  is  erosodott,  mely  a 
fennallo  tarsadalmi  rendet  akarta  megvaltoztatni. 

Egyes  felvilagosult  magyar  korbk  azt  vallottak,  hogy  a tarsadalmi  es 
gazdasagi  elmaradottsag  egy  torol  fakad.  Ebben  a nagy  kavarod^ban  ott 
allottak  a zsidok,  keziikben  II.  Jozsef  rendelkezeseivel;  elorehalac&ukat 
illetoen  a velemenyek  megoszlottak  es  a megyei  nemesseg  joakaratatol 
fiiggott. 

A szabadelvu  felfogas  nem  egyszer  keriilt  tulsulyba  Zemplenben  es  ev- 
ven  mas  megyeket  is  megelozott.  Irasbeli  tanusagok  szerint,  vasarolhattak 
a zsidok  ingatlant  Ujhelyben  es  a varosi  konyvben  feljegyeztetett,  hogy 
1800  marcius  5.-en  rabbi  David  es  felesege  Markusz  Maria  szolot  vet- 
tek  Kiskoves-hegyen;  ennek  helyrajzi  leir^  szerint:  hataros  Svajger 
zsido  szolojevel.  i Az  orszag  tobbi  reszen  meg  nem  volt  jogukban  a 
zsidoknak  ingatlant  vasarolni. 

Ezzel  ellentetben,  kegyetlenul  is  tudott  viselkedni  a varmegye.  II  J6- 
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orszagos  arany  1.7  szazalek.  Az  aranyeltolodas  az  orszagon  beliili  van- 
dorl^  kovetkezmenye;  az  1720-ban  megejtett  nepszamlalas  alkalmaval 
0.5  szazalek  volt  a zsidok  aranya  a megyeben.  ^ 

Erdekessegkent  hadd  elevemtslik  fel  a zsidok  viszonyulasat  az  1782- 
ben  elrendelt  newaltoztat^sal  kapcsolatban.  II.  Jozsefet  a magyar  torte- 
nelem  kalapos  kiralykent  emliti,  mert  elvi  okokbol  nem  koronaztatta  meg 
magat,  bogy  reformterveit  semmifele  hagyomanyos  kiralyi  kotelmek  ne 
gatolhassak.  Tehat  mily  csaladnevet  vettek  fel  a zsidok?  Nem  volt  szo 
kifejezetten  magyarito  iranyzatrol,  azonban  valamelyes  szandek  megis 
feltiinik.  Erdobenyen  egy  zsido  csalad  Benyeinek  nevezte  magat,  egy 
masik  a Horvath  nevet  vette  fel  — azelott  Hersko  nevre  hallgatott. 
Egyesek  szlav  hangzasu  nevet  reszesitettek  elonyben,  mint  Potosnyik, 
mikor  azelott  Majernak  hivtak  a csaladot.  ^ 1785-ben  megsziintette  a 
kiraly  a kiilon  zsido  vamot,  de  ugyanazt  a fizetseget  mas  neven  tovabbra 
is  beszedtek.  A szabadkoltozkodes  es  letelepedes  joga  megnovelte  a 
varosok  zsido  lakossagat.  Sok  foglalkozasi  ag  nyilt  meg  elottiik  es  lij  zsido 
polgari  osztaly  volt  kialakuloban  Magyarorszag  valamennyi  varosaban, 
igy  Ujhelyen  is. 


28 


velemennyel  volt  az  iskola  tanuloinak  elomenetelerol.  Ugyanabban  az 
evben  Bodrogkereszturon  is  alakult  egy  ketosztalyos  zsido  iskola  25 
tanuloval.  A helyi  tanfeliigyelo  Landau  Ezekiel  rabbi,  kirol  a hirneves 
pragai  rabbi  Landau  Ezekiel  is  megemlekezik  irasaiban;  a tanito  Lowe 
Fulbp.  Az  iskola  ket  evig  mukodott,  1788-ban  Madra  helyeztek  at  es  an- 
nak  tovabbi  mukodeserol  nines  tudomasunk.  Egy  masik  zempleni 
kozsegben,  Szinnan,  1787-ben  nyilt  iskola.  Tanitojanak  Benjamin  Mozest 
alkalmaztak,  aki  a nemetorszagi  Potsdambol  Jott  Zemplenmegyebe.  Hogy 
tanitoi  allasanak  megfelelhessen,  rovid  nyari  kurzuson  vett  reszt  Kassan. 
Kazinezy  azt  tartotta  szeme  elott,  hogy  ,,a  tudomany  kincseire  az  egesz 
emberisegnek  van  joga.”  Negy  esztendeig  mukodott  tanfeliigyeloi  tiszt- 
segeben;  az  iskolak  szama  az  egesz  orszagban  nagyban  megnovekedett  es 


munkassaga  tagadhatatlanul  jelentos  volt  a zempleni  zsidosagra.  5 
A kiraly  nagy  igyekezettel  torekedett  arra,  hogy  mindennemu  kiilso 
megkiilonboztetest  a zsido  es  kornyezete  kozt  megsziintessen,  de  anelkiil, 
hogy  polgarjogot  adott  volna.  A torveny  es  a Jogszokas  ertelmeben  mar  a 
kozepkor  ota  nem  hordtak  a zsidok  Magyarorszagon  sarga  foltot  vagy 
hegyes  siiveget.  Sot  mi  tobb,  a kiraly  megengedte,  hogy  a zsidok  eloke- 
lobbje  kardot  is  viselhessen,  de  ugyanakkor  kotelezte  oket  szakaluk 


leborotvalasara  es  egyeb  vallasi  eredetu  kiilso  jel  eltavolit^ra.  A 


jellegzetes  zsido  oltozet,  a kaftan,  eredeteben  voros  szinii  volt;  idovel 


azonban  az  barmely  szinii  is  lehetett  es  esupan  a hossza  allapittatott  meg, 
azaz  a bokaig.  A kiraly  azt  kivanta,  hogy  a zsidok  ugy  oltozkodjenek  mint 
kornyezetiik,  vagjak  le  szakalukat  es  hajtincseiket  es  dobjak  el  a szemlelo- 
szalakat  (cicesz).  E rendelkezesek  valosagos  panikot  ideztek  elo  es  a zsidok 
beadvanyban  kertek  az  uralkodot  megmasitasukra.  A beadvany  oly  meg- 
gyozoen  ecsetelte  ketsegbeesesiiket,  hogy  1783  aprilis  havaban  eltorolte 
rehdelkezeseit.  ^ 


A tiirelmi  rendelet  fokent  a sarospataki  protestans  kozosseg  koreben 
keltett  nagyobb  visszhangot  es  pedig  azert,  mert  az  inkabb  vonatkozott  a 
protestansok  helyzetere.  Az  1781 -ben  megtartott  pataki  zsinaton  harom 
zsido  tert  ki  es  lett  reformatussa.  A kiteres  akkoriban  ritka  jelenseg  volt 
Magyarorszagon  es  fokent  annak  keleti  reszen,  ahol  hithii  es 
hagyomanyaiban  melyen  gyokerezett  zsidok  eltek. 

Amint  az  felvilagosult  uralkodohoz  illik,  11.  Jozsef  is  rendezett 
nepszamlal^t  birodalmaban.  A vallast  jelzo  rovatban  nines  tobbe 
kiilonbsegtetel  katholikus  es  protestans  kozott,  hanem  esupan  a 
kereszteny  eimszo  szerepel,  azonban  a zsidokat  kiilon  jelezte  a szamlalo 
iv.  A feljegyzesek  szerint  a megye  37,603  portajan  203,491  lakos  elt; 
1925  zsido  portan  6370  lakos.  Az  altalanos  aranyszam  5.41  lelek  a 
kereszteny  esaladokban,  mig  a zsidokeban  — 5.06.  A zsidok  aranya  a 
megyeben  a kereszteny  lakossaghoz  viszonyitva:  3.03  szazalek,  mig  az 
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IV.  II  J6zsef  kora 


Az  ujkor  kiiszoben  II.  Jozsef  tronraleptevel  lenyeges  valtozas  allt  be  a 
zsidok  eleteben.  A kiraly  Europa  felvilagosult  abszolutisztikus  uralkodoi- 
nak  legnevesebbje  volt,  ki  humanista  es  racionalista  elveihez  hiven 
kivanta  kormanyozni  orszagat.  Rendszere  tiz  eves  uralma  idejen  sok  uj 
dolgot  vezetett  be  es  a tobbi  kozt  — a vallasi  tiirelmet  is,  ami  a sokvallasu 
Magyarorszagon  erosen  ereztette  hatasat.  Mikent  uj  helyzetet  teremtett  a 
protestansok  statuszaban,  ugyanugy  akart  a zsidok  helyzetet  is 
megjavitani;  ez  volt  a legelnyomottabb  vallasi  kozosseg.  Szelesiteni 
kivanta  megelhetesi  lehetosegeiket;  megsziintette  a legtobb  korlatozast  es 
tilalmi  rendeletet,  de  ugyanakkor  tankotelezettseget  kenyszeritett  rajuk. 
Meg  akarta  valtoztatni  “furcsa  gondolataikaf \ hogy  keresztenysegre 
teritven  oket  “hasznos  polgarokka”  valjanak.  ' Megnyitotta  elottiik  a 
varosok  kapuit,  kiveven  a banyavarosokat  es  ez  a hatarozat  lenyegesen 
valtoztatta  meg  a magyarorszagi  zsidosag  eddigi  elterjedettseget;  tobb 
kesobbi  nagy  zsido  kozosseg  alakult  abban  az  idoben. 

A tiirelmi  rendeletet  1 783-ban  tette  kozze  II.  Jozsef.  Draga  arat  fizettek 
erte  a zsidok:  a rendelet  eltiltotta  a nepi  nyelv,  a zsargon  hasznalatat 
hivatalos  okmanyokon  es  a heber  nyelv  csak  kultikus  celokra  engedtetett 
meg.  Es  hogy  az  ifjiisag  megtanulja  az  elfogadott  nyelveket,  azaz  a latin-, 
a nemet-  es  a magyar  nyelvet,  iskolak  felallit^t  rendelte  el;  vagy  pedig  a 
mar  letezo  iskolakba  kivanta  kenyszeriteni  az  ifjusagot.  Az  egyetemek 
kapui  is  megnyiltak  a zsidok  elott.  A beolvadas  elomozdit^ra  megszunt 
minden  fajta  megkiilonbozteto  Jel,  de  a zsidoknak  le  kellett  mondani  a 
szakalnovesztesrol  es  egyeb  kiilso  jellegzetessegrol;  a hatasagoknak  pedig 
gondoskodniok  kellett  a zsidok  testi  es  vagyoni  biztonsagarol. 

A magyarorszagi  zsidosag  tiilnyomo  tobbsege  csupan  ujabb  meg- 
szorit^t  latott  a tiirelmi  rendeletben,  hiszen  az  egyenjogusitast  nem  adott. 


A nyugatmagyarorszagi  zsidok  megelagedessel  vettek  tudom^ul  az 
iskolakotelezettseget,  azonban  a keleti  orszagreszeken  a lelkesedes  nem 
volt  olyan  altalanos.  Mintegy  30  zsido  iskolat  allitottak  fel  az  orszagban  es 
a tobbi  kozott  Zemplenmegyeben  is.  ^ Ujhely  a kassai  kerulet  tan- 
feliigyelosegehez  tartozott,  melynek  elen  a varmegye  nagy  fia,  Kazinczy 
Ferenc  allott.  Az  ujhelyi  zsido  iskola  1785-ben  nyilt  meg,  a tiirelmi  ren- 
delet meghozatalanak  eveben.  Fennallasanak  masodik  eveben 


haromosztalyu  volt,  ket  esztendo  multan  40  gyerek  tanult  benne.  Helyi 
tanfeliigyelonek  Weil  Samuel  rabbit  neveztek  ki,  aki  azelott  Bonyhadon 
mukddott  mint  rabbinikus  biro.  A pozsonyi  Chatam  Szofer  is  megemliti 
egyik  ir^ban.^  Monisch  Abraham  volt  a tanito.  Kazinczy  Ferenc  jo 
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megye  eleteben.  1748-ban  lett  megyeszekhely  es  1754-ben  felepiilt  a var- 
megyehaza.  A zsido  kozosseg  egyiitt  nott  a varossal.  Az  elso  korhaz  1 783- 
ban  nyilt  meg  es  feltehetoleg  a Szentegylet  kezdemenyezesebol.  Ma  mar 
nem  tudjuk,  bogy  hoi  gyiiltek  ossze  a zsidok  a mindennapi  imadsagaik 
elvegzesere.  Az  elso  zsinagoga  1790-ben  epiilt  fel.  Az  epiilet  a kesobbi 
status  quo  zsinagoga  udvaran  allott  es  falai  az  egykori  varoshaza  hatso 
felehez  tamaszkodtak.  (A  mai  varoshaza  a volt  varmegyehaza  epuletebe 
koltozott  at.)  A teriilet  Sennyei  birtok  volt  es  az  epiilet  maga  azelott 
magtarkent  szolgalt.  Az  elso  zsinagoga  meleket  emlektabla  orokitette  meg 
az  utolag  epiilt  falaban.  Ez  az  imahaz  1887-ig  szolgalta  a hiveket. 
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egyaltalan  valaha  is  vegehez  jutott.  Azt  mindenesetre  megtudtuk,  hogy 
tobb  tucatnyi  arendes  tevekenykedett  akkortajt  Madon  es  Tolcsvan. 
Bcxlrogkereszturon  1767-ben  epitettek  templomot,  Madon — 1771 -ben. 
A zsidok  ernyedetleniil  kiizdottek  erdekeik  vedelmeben,  kihasznaltak  a 
nemes  urakkal  valo  kapcsolataikat  es  a XVIII.  szazad  harmadik 
negyedeben  mar  megfigyelheto  a hitkozsegi  szervezkedes.  ^4 
Az  1770-71  evekben  ismet  osszeirtak  a zsidokat,  de  nem  a megye 
valamennyi  jar^ban.  A reszleges  kepbol  megis  kideriil  bizonyos 
iranyzat:  a hegyaljai  falvakban  mar  kialakult  egy  helyi  kozosseg,  a zsidok 
legtobbje  hosszii  evek  ota  lakott  ott,  vagy  pedig  ott  is  szliletett.  A magas 
adokivetes  esetleg  arra  enged  kovetkeztetni,  hogy  gazdasagi  helyzetiik 
megjavnlt.  Az  1 771 -ben  megejtett  osszeiras  emliti  az  elso  zempleni  rabbit, 
Wohl  Littman  Mozest.  25  a rabbi  a sajat  hazaban  lakott  Madon,  ez  nem 
mindennapi  dolog,  egesz  Hegyaljan  csak  1 1 zsido  elt  sajat  tulajdonaban 
levo  hazban.  26  Ogy  latszik,  hogy  ingatlan  vagyon  szerzese  tekinteteben  a 
megye  liberalisan  viselkedett  es  ebben  sok  mas  megyet  elozott  meg  az 
orszagban.  Egy,  az  urasag  hozzajarulasaval  hozott  varosi  hatarozat  1763- 
ban  arrol  szol,  hogy  bizonyos  polgar  felepitheti  hazat  azon  a telken,  mely 
helyrajzilag  ugy  hataroztatott  meg  — ‘‘eszakra  a Markovics  zsido 
hazatol.”  27  Ez  a haz  tehat  mar  regen  ott  allott  es  tulajdonosa  sem  volt 
ismeretlen. 


Mindez  nem  hirtelen  fordulat  kovetkezmenye.  1774-ben  Regecz-Patak 
uradalmi  intezoje  telket  jelolt  ki  a “zsido  oskola”  szamara.  Nem 
feltetelezheto,  hogy  e tanintezetben  nemet-  vagy  magyar  nyelvet  es 
szamolast  oktattak;  ezt  csak  II.  Jozsef  idejen  rendeltek  el  altalanosan,  a 
zsidokat  is  beleertve.  Valoszinuleg  cheder  vagy  kisebb  rangii  jesivarol 
(talmudiskola)  volt  szo  es  ez  is  mar  a hitkozsegi  elet  megalapozodasara 


utalhat.  Ugyanakkor  Ujhely  varosa  is  kijelolt  telket,  hogy  a “szegeny 
zsido  tanito"  felepithesse  ott  hazat.  A legregibb  sirko  datuma  a regi  zsido 
temetoben  1760-b61  valo,  de  felirata  mar  olvashatatlan.  28 


Hitkozseg  megalakulasa  letelepedesi  felteteleket,  a hatosagok  megfelelo 
viszonyul^t  es  gazdasagi  megalapozottsagot  kivant.  Erdekes,  hogy  elobb 
ertesiilunk  a megye  elso  Szentegylete  (Chevra  Kadisa)  megalakulasarol 
Madon  1765-ben  (az  Egylet  feljegyzesi  konyve  1793-t  jelzi  alapitasi 
evnek),  mintsem  a hitkozseg  felallitasarol.  29  Ujhelyben  1772-ben  alakult 
meg  a Szentegylet  Naftali  b.  Simson  rabbi  kezdemenyezesere.  Mindaddig 

mig  Ujhelyben  letezett  Szentegylet,  a tisztsegviselok  megujitasa  nem  Adar 
ho  7-en  tartatott  meg  (Mozes  haialanak  napja),  mint  orszagszerte,  hanem 
Szivan  ho  14-en,  r.  Naftali  haialanak  napjan.  A templomokban  emlek- 
mecset  gyiijtottak  es  valamelyik  egyleti  tag  Kaddis  imat  mondott  lelki 
iidv^rt. 


A XVIII.  szazad  kozepetol  fogva  Ujhely  kozponti  szerepet  tolt  be  a 
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foglalkozva  1769-ben  bizonyos  kovetkeztetesekre  jutott,  melyeket  minden 
kiilonos  ellenszenv  hijaval  es  teljes  targyilakossaggal  imigyen  fogalmazott 
meg  egy  latin  nyelvu  okiratban:  a megyeben  idozo  zsidok  ide-cxla 

vandorolnak,  ennelfogva  az  osszeirasban  megkivant  adatokat  illetoen 
semmi  bizonyosat  sem  alHthatunk  roluk...  fofoglalkozasuk  a korcsmarol^ 
es  palinkafozes,  ezert  osszeirandok  az  adok  igazsagos  eloszt^uk  vegett. 

Nehez  verejtekkel  kerestek  meg  a megye  zsidoi  napi  betevo  falatjukat. 
A keves  kivetel  feltuno  volt,  mint  a 26  holdas  szolobirtokos  Bodrog- 
keresztiiron.  ^3  igy  tehat  17  hegyaljai  zsido  egyezseget  kotott  1764-ben, 
hogy  minden  itce  (kb.  fel  liter)  palinka  ara  8 poltura  legyen,  azaz  12 
krajcar,  sem  tobb,  sem  pedig  kevesebb.  Mivel  abban  az  idoben  a 
hatosagok  szoktak  volt  megallapitani  az  arakat,  a szovetkezett  zsidok  an- 
nak  rendje  es  modja  szerint  bemutattak  az  egyezseget  az  alispannak,  ez 
pedig  jovahagyta,  alairta  es  lepecseteltette.  Feltetelezheto,  hogy  az 
egyezseg  heber  nyelven  is  megiratott.  A megegyezes  ertelmeben,  mind  aki 
athagja  az  egyezseget,  hat  aranyat  koteles  fizetni  a megye  penztaraba  es 
ugyanannyit  a bodrogkereszturi  hitkozsegnek  a kiadasok  es  biintetespenz 
fejeben.  A legtobb  alairo  bodrogkereszturi  volt  es  csak  egynehanyan 
Szegibol  es  mas  hegyaljai  kozsegbol.  Harom  evre  szolt  az  egyezseg,  valo- 
szinuleg  az  altalaban  ellenorizhetetlen  verseny  megakadalyozasara. 
Tortent,  ami  tortent  es  az  egyik  Szegibe  valo  zsido  megszegte  az  egyez- 
seget. Kitudodvan  a dolgo  12  arany  befizetesere  akartak  kenyszeriteni. 
Mikor  ez  vonakodott  eleget  tenni,  kitiltottak  a templombol,  nem  adtak  el 
neki  koser  elelmet  es  ki  is  kozositettek.  A szerzodesszego  panasszal  fordult 


lirnojehez,  Kassay  baronohoz  es  ez  pedig  kozbenjart  javara  a szolga- 
bironal,  aki  irasbeli  utasitast  adott,  hogy  ne  zaklassak  tobbe  ezt  az  embert. 
A tarsuk  altal  megbantott  zsidok  viszont  az  Aspermont  csaladdal  alltak 
kapcsolatban,  ezert  az  urasagi  intezo  levelet  kiildott  a szolgabirohoz,  hogy 
ez  targyalast  kezdjen  az  alispannal  es  “ne  gondolja  azt,  hogy  a szerzodes 
megszegheto”.  Hosszii  ideig  tartott  a huza-vona.  A megvadolt  zsido 
hajlandosagot  mutatott  megfizetni  a birsagot  a megyei  penztarnak,  de 
semmikeppen  sem  a hitkozsegnek.  Mikor  azt  a gondolatot  vetettek  fel, 
hogy  valamennyi  bodrogkereszturi  szerzodo  fel  egylittesen  fizesse  ki  a 
birsagot,  azok  azt  valaszoltak,  hogy  ok  nem  szegtek  meg  a szerzodest.  1 2 
ev  miilott  el  kozben;  nehanyan  a szerzodo  felek  kozlil  mar  nem  voltak 
eletben,  de  az  iigy  tovabb  dagadt.  A szolgabiro  eleinte  a barono  es  a 
Szegibe  valo  zsido  oldalan  allott,  de  magasabb  rangu  urasagok 
beavatkoz^  folytan  a masik  oldalrol  nem  volt  kepes  kitartani  eddigi 
allaspontja  mellett  es  igy  irt  az  alispanhoz:  “adjon  nagysagos  uram 
irasbeli  utasitast,  hogy  megbiintessem-e  6t,  vagy  hagyjam  abba  az  egesz 
dolgot.”  Mivel  ettol  fogva  az  irasos  dokumentumok  nem  adnak  tobb 
felvilagosit^t,  nem  tudhato,  hogy  mikent  fejezodott  be  az  iigy,  ha 
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zsidokat  a fizetsegtol.  A kiralyi  Helytarto-tanacshoz  intezett  felirat  ismet 
azt  hozta  fel  erviil,  hogy  a sulyos  adoteher  miatt  a zsidok  Lengyelorszag- 
ba  fognak  menekulni.  Ket  szempont  vezette  ezuttal  a megye  urait:  a 
Habsburg-ellenes  erzulet  es  a zsidok  hasznot  hajto  szerepe  a gazdasagi 
teren.  Es  a megye  tovabbra  sem  hagyta  annyiba  a dolgot.  Egy  1 749-ben 
irt  level  a Vegyesbizottsaghoz,  mely  a tiirelmi  ado  megyekent  valo 
eloszt^val  foglalatoskodott,  elenk  szinnel  ecsetelte  a zsidok  sanyani 
helyzetet.  Szetszortan  elnek  a falvakban  — szolt  a level  — nyomorusagos 
konilmenyek  kozt,  palinkafozesbol  tengetik  eletiiket,  ezert  tehat  a Vegyes- 
bizottsag  joindulatat  kerte  a megye,  hogy  ne  nehezitsek  meg  meg  jobban 
eletiiket.  A felirat  nem  jart  tiilzott  sikerrel  es  a zempleni  zsidok  1 1 50  frt. 
fizetesre  koteleztettek,  pedig  a megye  ennek  csak  a felet  javasolta.  Az 
okirat  feljegyezte  meg,  hogy  a megyeben  539  zsido  el  es  kdztiik  8 tanito. 
A megye  fenyegetese,  hogy  a zsidok  Lengyelorszagba  fognak  szokni,  nem 
valt  be;  sot  ellenkezoleg,  annak  forditott  jellegu  jelensege  lathato,  ugyanis 
az  ott  felsorolt  zsidok  koziil  1 1 1-nak  meg  nem  volt  foldesuri  vedelme. 
Eredeti  urasaguk  a hataron  till  volt,  valoszinuleg  Lengyelorszagban. 
Bizonyara  megmosolyogtato  a magyarul  olvaso  szemeben  ama  kincstari 
hivatalnak  a neve,  ahova  adoikat  kellett  befizetni,  “salis  officium”  azaz, 
sohivatal.  Ez  pedig  Tokajban  szekelt.  Ezenkiviil  meg  harom  mas 
varosban  volt  ilyen  hivatal,  ami  adobehajtassal  foglalkozott. 

Az  adobehajta  irgalrnatlanul  ment  vegbe,  sziikseg  eseten  katonai 
segedlettel,  kiveven  a foldesuri  birtokokat.  Ha  pedig  tuzkart  szenvedtek 
a zsidok  es  nem  volt  modjukban  eleget  tenni  fizetesi  kotelezettsegeiknek,  a 
tobbi  hitsorsos  viselte  emezek  terhet  is.  1767-ben  1095  frt.-t  fizettek  be  a 


zempleni  zsidok  a tokaji  sohivatalba.  A XVIII.  szazad  60-as  eveibol  fenn- 
maradt  okiratok  tulnyomo  tobbsege  adohatralek  flzeteserol  szol.  ' ^ 

A tiirelmi  adonak  tobbfele  formaja  volt,  azonban  sok  megyeben  nem 
ismertek  annak  lenyeget.  Szaz  even  at  sanyargatta  ez  az  ado  a 
magyarorszagi  zsidokat.  A hatosagoknak  sem  volt  konnyu  dolguk  a 
vegrehajt^ban;  errol  taniiskodik  a megye  egyik  latin  nyelven  irott 
levele,  nagyon  is  feltiino  hangveteleben:  „...a  megyeben  idozo  es 
forgolodo  zsidok  valamennyien  vandorlok,  nines  allando  lakhelyiik  es 
ezert  ...  szamukrol,  ado  es  turelmi  ado  fizetesukrol  semmi  biztosat  sem 
jelenthetiink.  Mihelyt  a sok  valtoztatasok  es  joves-menesiik  dacara 
tudomast  szerez  roluk  az  urasag,  hogy  merre  es  hoi  talalhatok  es  hogy 
mikent  kurtitjak  meg  a szegeny  nepet,  azon  velemenyen  vannak,  hogy 
birtokaik  belso  teriileterol  eliizendok.”  20 

Semmi  ketseg,  a szerzo  vitriolba  martotta  tollat  gyulolet  es  ellenerzes 
vezette  es  ez  elegge  kitetszo  abban  az  idoben. 

A zsidokra  kivetett  turelmi  ado  nem  volt  feltetlenlil  kapcsolatos 
zsidoellenes  kitoressel.  A Vegyesbizottsag  az  adoteher  kivetesevel 
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maberles  es  boranisit^.  Sokuknak  nem  volt  jovedelmezo  foglalkoz^uk 
es  az  osszeirasban  gyakran  lunik  fel  a ‘‘szegeny  berlo”,  „nem  reg 
erkezett”  stb.  megjegyzesek.  Az  osszeiras  megbizhatosagat  az  is 
bizonyitja,  bogy  meg  a koldusokat  is  felirtak  es  meg  6k  is  megfizettek, 
ami  az  urasagnak  jar.  Azonban  Bor6  kozsegben  elt  egymagaban  egy  Icko 
J6zsef  nevezetu  zsido,  ,, nines  semmije,  mert  nagyon  oreg"  sz61  rola  a 
feljegyzes.  Nem  fizetett  senkinek  egy  krajeart  sem  es  nem  elvezte  sem- 
mifele  foldesiir  vedelmet. 

Az  osszeiras  szerint,  szetszortan  74  faluban  eltek  a zsidok,  igy  pi. 


Tolcsvan  14  csalad,  Madon  9 UJhelyben  hat  csalad.  539  zsid6t  irtak 
ossze  a megyeben,  ebbol  248  gyerek,  8 tanitb,  51  szolga  es  szolgal6. 

A 40-es  esztendok  osszeirasai  ujabb  ad6k  kivetese  vegett  kesziiltek 
Maria  Terezia  haboniinak  fmanszirozasara.  A tulzott  adbterhet  mar  szinte 
keptelenek  voltak  elviselni.  Minden  csaladfore  6 frt.-t  vetettek  ki,  aztan 
pedig  2 frt.-t  minden  egyes  csaladtagra.  Az  adopres  oly  sulyosan  nyomta 
a zsidokat,  hogy  1743-ban  felirt  a megye  es  figyelmeztetett:  a szegeny 
zsid6k  ki  fognak  vandorolni  Lengyelorszagba  es  vegezetiil  meg  300  frt.-t 
sem  lesznek  kepesek  behajtani  rajtuk.  Harom  ev  multan  pedig  azt  Jelen- 
tette  a megye:  a vegrehajtasok  dacara  sem  voltak  kepesek  278.30  frt.-nal 
tobbet  behajtani.  1748-ban,  azonban,  tobb  sikerrel  jartak,  348  zsidotbl 
696  frt.-ot  szedtek  be. 

Kiilon  erdeklodesre  tarthat  igenyt  a megye  1746-ban  klildott  jelentese. 
Az  osszeirottak,  csekely  kiveteltol  eltekintve,  nem  fizettek  tobbet  10  frt.- 
nal.  Sok  volt  koztiik  a nincstelen.  A madi  Joel,  ki  felesegevel  es  6 
gyerekevel  elt,  minden  megelhetesi  forras  hijaval  van  — jegyezte  meg  a 
szamlalo  biztos;  hasonlokeppen  Hancs6,  az  ozvegyasszony,  ki  5 eves 
kisfiat  tartotta.  Egy  Varanno  kornyeki  faluban  erdekes  dolgot  jegyeztek 
fel:  Volnovics  Baruch  disznopasztorkent  dolgozott,  hogy  adoit  kifizet- 
hesse.  Az  iven  szereplo  adatok  szerint,  az  osszeiras  napjan  meg  mindig 
nem  torlesztette  tartozasait.  Az  lijhelyi  zsidok  lakossagcsere  mereterol  a 
ket  nepszamlalas  kozti  idoszak  elteltevel  (1736  es  1746)  a nevossze- 
hasonlit^okbol  nyerhetiink  tudomast.  A varosban  megejtett  utobbi 


nepszamlalaskor  esak  egy  csaladfo  szerepelt  mar  az  elobbiben  is:  Her- 
skovics  Moske.  1736-ban  ket  gyereke  es  felesege  volt,  tiz  ev  multan  — 
esak  felesege  es  egy  fia.  A tobbi  1 736-ban  feljegyzett  zsid6  nem  volt  tobbe 
a varosban.  ^2 

1746-7-ben  532  zsido  fizetett  adot  a megyeben.  A fizetesi  nehezsegek 
nem  csokkentek  es  a hatralekok  sok  problemat  okoztak.'  ^ Kiilonosen  nagy 
volt  a felziidul^  a tiirelmi  ado  (tolerantia  — latinul)  ellen,  amit  “malke- 
geld’’  neven  giinyoltak  a zsid6k  es  erkolcstelennek  tartottak.  A megyei 
hatosagok  sem  tul  lelkesen  vettek  reszt  behajtasaban.  1743-ban  azzal  az 
ajanlattal  irt  fel  a megye,  hogy  nagy  szegenyseglik  miatt  mentesitsek  a 
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eletnek,  nem  ligy  a zsido,  meg  ha  gazdasagilag  magasra  is  emelkedett. 
Mester  cehekbe  es  a kereskedo  testiiletekbe  nem  fogadtak  be;  loldmuves 


altalaban  nem  lehetett.  Szuk  teriilet  maradt  megelhetesi  forrasul.  ^ 

Keves  zsido  volt  csak  kepes  kitorni  a szukreszabott  keretekbol,  hiszen 
sokszor  meg  a megye  legfobb  termeket,  a bort,  sem  arulhattak.  Egy  1737- 
ben  kozzetelt  kiralyi  rendelet  eltiltotta  a zsidok  es  a gorogok 
borkereskedesel  Eszakmagyarorszagon.  A tilalom  azonban  nem 
vonalkozotl  a lengyelorszagi  zsidokra,  kik  utlevellel  igazoltak  magukat; 
ezek  tehat  keszithettek  koser  bort  es  kereskedhettek  is  vele. 

Igen  reszletes  osszeirast  1736-ban  ejtettek  meg.  Jarasonkint  szedtek 
egybe  az  adatokat.  A legtobb  osszeirl  zsido  lengyelorszagi  szarmazasu.  Ezt 
elsosorban  a nevek  vegen  levo  -vies  vegzodes  tanusitja;  ezenkivul  nem 
egyszer  a zsido  elobbi  lengyelorszagi  foldesuranak  neve  is  szerepel,  akinek 


vedelmet  elvezte  Magyarorszagra  erkezte  elott.  Kisebb  resziik  morva- 
orszagi  eredetii,  mig  egyesek  mar  Magyarorszagon  szlilettek.  Kiilonleges 
figyelmet  erdemel  a varannoi  Jozefovics  Jakab,  ki  az  “italiai  kiralysag’’- 
(?)-b61  szarmazott.  Ez  utobbi  sort  es  bort  arult,  koresmat  berelt  es 


“chirulgus”,  azaz  felcser  is  volt.  Nemes  uranak  1720  frt.  adot  fizetett 
sokretu  tevekenysege  fejeben.  Nem  eppen  csekely  osszeg.  Csaladja  nem 
volt  nagy:  feleseg  es  ket  felnott  fiu;  hazaban  csak  egy  lovat  tartott.  ^ 

A nepszamlalasi  feljegyzesek  nem  keves  adatot  tartalmaznak.  A csalad- 
tagok  szama  4-5;  tanito  csak  a tehetosebbek  hazaban  volt  talalhato. 
Letelepedesiik  kezdeten  a helyi  urasagtol  berelt  hazakban  laktak  a zsidok 
es  a vedelmet  draga  panzzel  fizettek  meg.  Vagyoni  helyzetiiket  az  arenda 
es  a vedelmi  dij  magassagabol  is  meg  lehet  allapitani.  Tehetosek  bizony 
kevesen  voltak.  A madi  Leibl  Hers  750  frt-t  fizetett,  Herskovics  Jakab 
Bodrogkereszturon  416  frt.-t  Hersko  Ujhelyen  — 100  frt.-t,  Salamon 
David  Monokon  100  frt.-t.  Az  ozvegy  Brokovics  Hersko  Tolyvan  ket 
gyerekehez  harom  tanitot  tartott.  Hersko  lengyelorszagi  volt  es  50  frt.-ert 
berelt  koresmat.  Nehezen  kepzelheto  el,  hogy  ket  gyermekehez  harom 
tanitora  volt  sziiksege.  Minden  valoszinuseg  szerint  csak  a hatosagok  fele 
szerepeltek  ezek  mint  tanitok.  Annak  idejen  nem  keves  zsido  fiatalember 
erkezett  ide  a Habsburgok  uralta  orszagokbol.  III.  Karoly  esaszar  ugyanis 
megtiltotta  1726-ban  a zsido  fiatalemberek  hazassagat  es  csaladonkent 
csak  egy  nosiilhetett  meg.  Ilymodon  kivanta  a esaszar  csokkenteni  a 
zsidok  szamat  orokos  tartomanyaiban.  Miutan  nem  volt  a flataloknak 
engedelyiik  csaladalapitasra  Ausztriaban  es  Morvaorszagban,  Magyar- 
orszagra vandoroltak;  itt  ez  a tilalom  nem  volt  ervenyben.  Ezek  az  iQak 
altalaban  tanultak  es  jolkepzettek  voltak,  ezert  a zsido  csaladok  szivesen 
segitettek  oket  itt  tartozkodasuk  torvenyesiteseben. 

A zempleni  zsidok  gazdasagi  tevekenysege  szuk  teriiletre  korlatozodott: 
palinka-  & sorfozes,  ezeknek  nagy  es  kiskerskedelmi  anisit^,  korcs- 
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hagyomanykovetelte  imadkozasi  rend  fenntartasa  (minjan),  a koser  elelem 
biztosit^,  gyerektarutas,  temetkezes  stb.,  melyek  szerves  reszei  a zsido 
egyen  letenek.  Az  uj  jovevenyek  elobb  a kiilso,  eszaki  jarasokban  teleped- 
tek  le  es  a XVIII.  szazad  elejen  meg  nem  jottek  a belso,  delebbre  fekvo 
jarasokba.  Legtobbjiik  foldhozragadt  szegeny  ember  volt,  meg  az 
arendasok  is.  Az  osszeirok  nem  egyszer  jegyeztek  meg  egyikrol-mi^ikrol, 
bogy  “szerencsetlen  menekiilt’’.  Primitiv  kereskedessel  foglalkoztak, 
hiszen  a falusiak  sziikseglete  sem  allott  magas  szinten.  Az  a keves  zsido  az 
osszlakossag  0.83  szazaleka  volt,  de  ez  mar  akkor  is  valamivel  tobb  az 
orszagos  viszonylatban  levo  aranynal,  0.63  szazalek.  Zemplen-megyeben 
ezidoben  tobb  nemes  es  zsido  elt,  mint  varosi  polgar.  Az  a fejlodesi 
iranyzat,  mely  idovel  oly  jelentos  zsido  kozosseg  megalakul^hoz 
vezetett,  mar  a XVIII.  szazad  elejen  eszreveheto. 

A zempleni  zsidok  nem  bonyolitottak  le  nagyaranyu  uzleteket.  Ezzel 
szemben  a becsi  Oppenheimber  Leb  tobb  szaz  hordo  koser  aszubort  vett 
Viczenyi  Mihalytol,  ki  harmincados  es  talan  szolotermelo  is  volt,  105  frt.- 
ert  hordonkint;  az  iigylet  kerete  tobb  mint  10.000  frt.-ra*riigott.  Hatalmas 


osszeg  volt  ez  abban  az  idoben.  A megye  valamennyi  zsidojanak  vamja 
csupan  a tizedreszet  erte  el  szaz  hordo  koser  aszubor  aranak.  Voltak  ugy 
latszik  Becsben  es  Nemetorszag  varosaiban  elegge  gazdag  zsidok,  kik  meg 
tudtak  vasarolni  a draga  italt  jo  penzen,  de  nem  a zempleniek.  Azt  nem 
vilagitja  meg  az  okirat,  hogy  miert  lett  a zempleni  szologazda  koser 
aszubortermelo;  kik  voltak  a kosersagi  felugyelok,  akik  a Becsbe  valo 
szallitasig  vigyaztak  minden  mozzanatra.  A megye  hivatalos 
tortenetkonyve  nem  emliti  a nemes  csaladok  kozt  a harmincados 
(szologazda)  nevet,  aki  talan  csak  kozvetito  volt  magas  allasu  tisztsegebol 
kifolyolag.  ^ 

Az  elso  zsido  kereskedo,  aki  kiemelkedett  a kornyek  szegenysegebol  es 
kapcsolatai  szeles  teriiletekre  terjedtek,  a homonnai  Salamonovics  Mihaly 
volt.  Elobb  a varosban  arendalt  (1702)  qs  mintegy  20  ev  mulva  a kassai 
kincstar  adta  neki  berbe  3 evre  az  eszak-keleti  orszagresz  koser  borter- 
melesi  jogat  es  a turelmi  ado  behajtasat.  Ugy  latszik,  hogy  Salamonovics 
tobb  mint  3 even  at  tevekenykedett.  1731 -ben  engedelyt  kapott 
adobehajt^ra  Sarospatakon.  Az  ado-  es  vamszedes  nem  egyszer  jo  uzlet- 
nek  bizonyult,  mert  a nagy  veszelyeztetettseg  miatt  altalaban  alacsony 
arendat  fizettek.  Salamonovics  jo  munkat  vegezhetett,  hire-neve  messzire 
jutott.  Egy  1736-ban  kelt  kiralyi  rendelet  100  frt.  biztositek  elleneben  ber- 
beadta  neki  valamennyi  eszaki  megye  adobehajtasat;  az  ottani  zsidok 
bssztartozasa  3050  frt.  volt. 

A zsidok  mukbdesi  teriilete  eppannyira  volt  korlatozott,  mint  a 
jobbagyoke;  tavoltartottak  oket  az  orszag  tarsadalmanak  szerves  reszetol. 
Mig  a jobbagy,  legalabb  is  az  egyhaz  reven,  reszese  lehetett  a szellemi 
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in.  A hitkdzs^k  megalakul^a 


Harom  nagyjelentosegu  esemeny  jelzi  a XVII.  es  XVIII.  szazad  for- 
dulojat:  a torok  kiuzese,  az  orszag  egyesitese  a Habsburg-haz  uralma  alatt, 
vegiil  pedig  a Rakoczi-felkeles  leverese.  Az  elneptelenedett  teriiletekre 
nagymervu  es  kiilonbozo  nemzetisegu  bevandorl^  vette  kezdetet.  A 
fokent  osztrak  es  morva  szarmazasu  zsido  kozossegek  Eszak-Magyar- 
orszagon  kozpontosultak,  a galiciai  es  lengyel  eredetiiek  viszont  az 
eszakkeleti  reszeken.  Jogi  helyzetuk  a nemesi  birtokokon  nem  sokban 
kiilonbozott  a jobbagyoketol.  Egyes  zsido  kozsegek  a birtokos  nemesek 
jovoltabol  es  engedelyevel  alakultak,  a kiralyi  es  a szabad  varosok 
kevesebb  joindulatot  tanusitottak. 

A zsidok,  tehat,  alacsonyabb  rendu  polgarok  voltakjogaikat  egyer- 
telmuen  a torveny  nem  hatarozta  meg,  sem  szukebb  lakohelyiikon,  sem 
pedig  orszagos  viszonylatban.  Letelepedesiil  a kiilonbozo  varosi,  kiralyi, 
nemesi  stb.  hatosagok  onkenyetol  fiiggott,  azonban  a kiraly  kozpontosito 
^ a nemesseg  fiiggetlensegere  iranyulo  torekveseibol  nem  egyszer  lattak 
hasznukat.  A letelepedesi  engedelyt  orszagos  viszonylatban  a kiraly  adta 
meg,  viszont  ehhez  a nemesi  birtok  uranak  hozzajarulasa  is  sziikseges 
volt.  0 allapitotta  meg  a helyi  fliggosegi  viszonyt,  jogokat  es  kotelmeket. 
A gazdasagi  erdekbol  adott  nemesi  vedelemnek  altalaban  magas  ara  volt 

A sok  hanyattatasban  megingott  orszag  nehezen  tert  magahoz.  Az  utak 
elhanyagoltsaga  folytan  a falvak  alig  voltak  kepesek  a kereskedelem 
reszeseve  valni;  igy  lett  tehat  jelentosse  a zsidok  szerepe  mintegy  legiires 
teret  toltve  be,  bar  tarsadalmi  helyzetuk  alantas  es  eloitelettel  terhes.  De 
ok  maguk  sem  voltak  egyseges  tarsadalmi  jelenseg,  legtobbjiik  a 
szegenyebb  osztalyhoz  tartozott.  Helyzetiikrol  a XVIII.  szazad  elejen 
megejtett  nepszamlalasi  feljegyzesek  tanuskodnak.  Ezekbol  az  deriil  ki, 
hogy  az  elneptelenedett  orszag  betelepiilese  soran  zsidok  is  erkeztek  az 
eszak-keleti  megyekbe  es  pedig  a kornyezo  orszagokbol  es  Nyugatma- 
gyarorszagrol  is. 


Az  1725-28-ban  megtartott  orszagos  nepszamlalas  szerint  Zemplen- 
megye  435  helysegebol  56  faluban  osszesen  78  zsido  csalad  elt.  Ebbol 
meg  nem  tudhato  meg  a zsidok  pontos  szama  a fenti  evekben  es  meg  az 
sem,  hogy  szambavettek-e  valamennyiiiket  vagy  pedig  csak  az  arenda- 
sokat.  * Az  itteni  zsido  lakossag,  egybevetve  a lengyelorszagival,  nagyon  is 
ritka  volt,  mert,  feltehetoleg,  kevesen  lattak  Magyarorszagban  bevan- 
dorl^i  .Mpontot,  barmily  mostoha  koriilmenyek  kozt  is  eltek  Lengyel- 
orszagban  es  a tobbi  nyugatra  fekvo  orszagokban.  A zsidok  altalaban 
elonyben  reszesitik  a kozossegi  eletet,  amely  nelkiil  nem  lehetseges  a 
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frt.-rol  ujonc  katonaknak  adott  bor^rt,  kik  Nagymihalyon  maradtak 
ejjeli  szallasra.  A pecsetbol  arra  lehet  kovetkeztetni,  hogy  Arje  Lev  mar 
Pardicson  sziiletett,  vagy  lealabbis  regi  lakosa  a falunak.  26  ‘‘Judka 
zsid6“  Varannon  adott  nyugtat  sor  es  soshal  iigyletrok  Pecsetje  “Prmysli 
Judka '-nak  jelzi  azaz,  odavalp  lakos  volt.  Mindenesetre  popularisnak  volt 
mondhato,  ha  hivatalos  okmanyon  beceneven  szerepelt.  2^  Egy  1698-ben 
kelt  zsido  arendaslista  azt  is  megjegyezte,  hogy  nem  volt  ismeretes  oly 
zsido  Ujhelyben,  kinek  jo  megelhetesi  lehetosegei  vannk.  28  Nem  is 
csoda,  hiszen  az  altalanos  nehezsegek  kozepette  a zsidok  meg  kiilon  is 
szenvedtek;  egy  lijhelyi  dohanykereskedot  utban  Lengyelorszagba 
kiraboltak  az  utolso  garasig. 

Eddig  fokent  a megye  eszaki  feleben  laktat  zsidok  es  nem  Ujhelyen. 
Meg  mielott  letelepedtek  a varosban,  a varosi  konyv  emlitest  tett  1664- 
ben  egy  Zsido  Katalin  nevu  asszonyrol  es  ferjerol,  kik  valamifele 
szerzodest  kotottek.  ^2  Tortent  ez  mintegy  250  ewel  azutan,  hogy  “Lucas 
Zydo’’  kozcelokra  hagyomanyozta  vagyonat.  A zsido-nev  Nagyrozvagy 
es  Kisrozvagy  kozsegekben  meg  tovabbi  ket  valtozatban  volt  talalhato  — 
Siday  es  Zsiday.  Ezenkiviil,  nehany  zempleni  nemesi  csalad  cimereben,  a 


tobbi  ekitmeny  kozt,  hat-agu  csillag  is  talalhato,  mely  az  lijkor  kezdetetol 
mint  “David-csillag”  lett  elfogadott  a kozepeuropai  zsido  kozossegek- 
ben. 


II.  Rakoczi  Ferenc  felkelese  nem  sokban  erintette  a zsidok  helyzetet. 
1705-ben  szovetet  vasaroltak  a felkelok  egy  zsidotol  Rakoczi  hegyaljai 
birtokain  termett  boraert.  Mig  viszont  Liszkan  letartoztattak  egy  zsidot, 
mert  nem  fizetett  a hitelbe  vasarolt  borert  es  Munkacson  bortonbe  is 


vetettek.  Miutan  a deliquensnek  sikeriilt  onnan  kereket  oldani,  elfogato 
parancsot  adtak  ki  ellene  Magyarorszagon  es  Erdelyben.  A felkeles 
vezerenek  sok  penzre  volt  szliksege,  ezert  szoros  kapcsolatot  tartott  fenn 


Oppenheimer  Samuel  becsi  lizletemberrel  es  az  6 szamara  ket  zsido  kiilon 


orizte  a bort  Patakon.  Rakoczi  emberei  nem  viszonyultak  kiilonleges 
joindulattal  a zsidok  irant,  de  eroszakos  esetekrol  nines  tudom^unk.  Az 
okiratok  esak  egy  zsidot  jegyeztek  fel,  ki  1 70 5 -ben  a lazadok  elol  UJhely- 
be  szokott.  A felkeles  kudarccal  vegzodott  (171 1)  es  ez  egyben  lij  kor- 
szak  kezdetet  is  jelzi  a zsidok  ottani  letelepiilese  torteneteben. 
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szol:  ket  zsido  utazott  at  tobb  falun  1669  nyaran  es  estere  Rakocz 
falvaban  tertek  nyugovora.  Utrakelven  hajnalban  kiraboltak  oket.  A 
zsidok  panaszt  tettek  es  az  alispan  haromtagu  bizottsagot  nevezett  ki  az 
iigy  kivizsgal^ra.  A bizottsag  tanukat  hallgatott  ki,  azonban  tovabbi 
fejlemenyekrol  es  az  esetleges  biintetesrol  nines  ertesulesiink..  Felteheto 
azonban,  bogy  a megye  erdekelt  volt  a kozbiztonsag  fenntartasaban  es 
talan  meg  a zsido  kereiSkedok  megvedeseben  is.  20  Mikor  pedig  az 
altalanos  helyzet  ugyanesak  megromlott  es  Zemplenben  mint  atmeneti 
teriileten  nem  kevesbe,  tehetetlenek  voltak  a megyei  hatosagok  kozegei  is. 
Kurucok,  s labancok  egyarant  szorongattak  a zsidot.  1680-ban  fel- 
gyiijtottak  Thdkoly  emberei  Tokajt  es  Sarospatakot  es  a hivatalos  jelentes 
kiilon  is  kiemelte  a zsidoknak  okozott  kart.  Thokoly  osszehivta  a 
Homonna  kornyeki  zsidok  kepviseloit  adokivetes  targyaban,  feliilvizsgalta 
kereskedoi  engedelyeiket.  Nagy  volt  a varakoz^  a zsidok  szamat  es  a 
behajtando  adot  illetoen,  de  a csalodas  is  hasonlo  meretii  lett.  Homonnan 
esak  egy  allando  lakhellyel  biro  zsido  arendast  talalt  a megbizott 
hivatalnok;  a tobbiek  sziiret  idejen  atmenetileg  tartozkodtak  ott.  A 
megingott  kozbiztonsagi  allapotokrol  olyan  megjegyzes  is  van,  bogy  a 
labancok  elraboljak  a zsidok  borat  szallitaskor  es  esak  erteklik  sokszoros 
lefizetese  elleneben  engedik  tovabb  utjukra;  a zsidok  mar  nem  mere- 
szelnek  idejonni  es  bort  vasarolni.  22 


Nem  mindig  reszesiiltek  az  idegenek  a megyei  batosagok 
tamogat^ban,  legyenek  azok  zsidok,  vagy  akar  lengyelek  is.  Egy  1688- 
ban  kelt  latin  nyelvii  okirat  igy  adott  ennek  kifejezest:  “Lengyelek  es 
beberek  (zsidok)  es  mas  nemzetbeliek,  akik  altalaban  nem  viselik  az 
orszag  terbet,  bebatolnak  Hegyaljara  sziiret  idejen  es  a legkitunobb 
valogatott  borokat  vasaroljak  fel  olcso  aron  es  azonnali  baszonnal  tovabb 
adjak...’’  24  Ez  a vadaskodas,  tulajdonkeppen,  a nemesek  irigysegenek 
tudbato  be,  mert  ba  monopolizaltak  volna  a kiralyi  batosagok  a borkeres- 
kedelmet,  ligy  a belyi  kereskedok  es  kozvetitok  lenyombattak  volna  a ter- 
meloi  arat. 


Egy  bomonnai  arendas,  Iszraelovics  Jakab,  30  bordo  bort  vasarolt  30 
tallerjaval  es  a nyugtat  beberiil  irta  ala.  ^5  Az  alairasbol  kideriil,  bogy 


csaladneve  nem  volt  es  az  apja  nevebez  bozzatuzott  — vies  vegzodessel 
(aza  — fia)  jelezte  bovatartozasat.  Lengyel  szarmaz^ii  volt,  a latin 
betuket  nem  ismerbette  es  talan  ezert  irta  ala  a nyugtat  beberiil.  Az 
okiratokbol  az  latszik,  bogy  a XVII.  szazad  utolso  evtizedeben  meglebetos 
szamu  zsido  arendes  volt  mar  Zemplenben.  Rendszerint  szemelyneviikon 
szerepeltek,  tevekenysegi  teriiletiik  foleg  a megye  eszaki  resze.  Annak 
ellenere,  bogy  1673-ban  megtiltottak  az  arendat,  ennek  a valosagban 
semmi  nyoma  sines.  A pardicsi  Arje  Lev  beberiil  irt  ala  egy  nyugtat  6 
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alakul^nak.  A megye  hatarvidek  volt,  tehat  kapcsolatba  keriiltek  a 
zsidok  lengyelorszagi  fuszer-  es  premkereskedokkel  is.  Egy  Izrael 
nevezetii  szallitotta  a fenti  arucikkeket,  de  valamelyes  oknal  fbgva  le- 
tartoztattak  es  arujat  elkoboztak.  A megrendelok  azonban,  addig  faradoz- 
tak,  mig  sikerult  arujaval  egyiitt  kiszabaditaniok,  mikor  is  a legfobb  erv, 
bogy  a lengyelek  eros  retorzioval  elhetnek.  Az  arubehozatal  nem  csak  a 
kozvedtoknek  volt  hasznara,  hanem  a hatosagoknak  is.  A hataron  vamot 
kellett  fizetni,  a behozott  aru  harmincad  reszet,  ami  a kiralyi  kincs- 
tart  illette,  azonban  a helyi  uradalmak  es  varosok  urai  is  szedtek  ut-  es 
hidadot  stb.  A kiralyi  vamszedo  neve  tricesimator  — harmincados.  A 
XVII.  szazad  kozepetol  kezdodoleg  mar  zsido  berloket  is  emlegetnek  az 
egykori  okiratok.  Malmot,  korcsmat  bereltek  es  abban  palinkat  es  meh- 
sort  mertek.  Feltehetoleg,  volt  a zsidok  virtokaban  palinkafozo  ust  is, 
mert  a homonnai  keriilet  hatosagai  szigoru  utasitast  kaptak,  bogy  jol 
vizsgaljak  azokat  feliil  es  akadalyozzak  meg  az  adofizetes  megkeriileset. 
Csupan  nebany  korabeli  bizonyitek  all  rendelkezesiinkre,  melyek 
tanusitjak  az  elso  zempleni  zsidok  megjeleneset  es  ba  ingatlan  javak  aren- 
dajabol  tartottak  el  magukat,  ligy  ok  szamitbatnak  a megye  elso  zsido  le- 
telepuloinek  a XVII.  szazad  kozepen. 

Az  emlitett  szazad  vegen  a megye  a kiralyi  batalomnak  bodolt  be,  az 
orszag  felszabadult  a torok  uralom  alol,  de  a magyar  nep  balaja  nem  volt 
teljes.  Mar  a torok  kiuzese  elott  is  forrongas  volt  eszlelbeto  es  ez  Hab- 
sburg-ellenes  osszeeskiivesben  jutott  kifejezesre.  A protestansok  el- 


nyorn^a  kovetkezteben  a lazadas  szelleme  egyre  erosbodott.  Ez  volt  a 
battere  az  1678-ban  kitort  Tbokoly-fele  lazadasnak,  az  elso  ama  Hab- 
sburg-ellenes  lazadasok  soraban,  mely  II.  Rakoczi  Ferenc  bukasaboz 
vezetett  a XVIII.  szazad  elejen. 

A zsido  kozosseg  meg  nem  szilardulbatott  meg  Zemplen-megyeben. 
Szetszortan,  egyes  csaladonkent  eltek  a falvakban  es  varoskakban.  A 
Magyar  Zsido  Okleveltar  koteteiben  fellelbeto  okiratok  boriizletrol  es 
korcsmaberletrol  szolnak,  megjegyezven  azt  is,  bogy  a zsidok  berelt  ba- 
zakban  laktak.  Kiilonleges  esetnek  szamitott  az  az  iigylet,  amikor  ket 
ujbelyi  zsido  kapcsolatot  talalt  lij-galgoci  magyar  kereskedokkel  es  egyiitt 
szalUtott  ont  Budara  a toroknek.  Az  ont  Moraviaban  es  Szileziaban 
szereztek  be.  is  Ez  az  elso  eset,  bogy  ujbelyi  zsidok  ily  messzeagazo 
tevekenysegnek  lettek  reszesei.  Tovabbi  terjeszkedesre  utal  a megye  altal  a 
zsidokra  kivetett  ama  tilalom,  mely  nem  engedte  meg  nekik  az  arannyal 
es  eziisttel  valo  kereskedest.  * ^ A korabeli  okiratok  inkabb  emlitik  a megye 
eszaki  belysegeit  a lengyel  batar  kozeleben,  igy  talan  tobb  zsido  lebetett 
Homonnan  es  kornyeken,  mint  IJjbelyen  es  delebbre. 

Minden  kereskedelmi  tevekenyseg  az  utak  biztonsagatol  fiigg.  Vajon 
figyelembe  vettek-e  ezt  a megye  urai?  Az  alabbi  tortenet  errol  imigyen 
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A mohacsi  vesz  1526-ban  uj  helyzetet  teremtett.  Az  orszag  harom 
reszre  szakadt,  a megye  Habsburg  kezre  keriilt  es  mint  hatarvidek, 
megingott  benne  a belso  biztonsag.  A ket  partra  szakadt  nemesek,  az 
erdelyi  vajda  es  a kiraly  hivei,  egymas  ellen  harcoltak,  mikozben  a 
torokdk  gyakorta  betortek  es  idolegesen  meg  is  vetettek  labukat  a deli 
vegeken. 

A sok  valtozas  kozepette  a megye  az  erdelyi  vajda  kezen  is  volt.  A 
fejedelem,  I.  Rakoczi  Gyorgy,  kiilonos  figyelemmel  volt  a hires 
sarospataki  iskola  irant.  Erdely  urai  altalaban  turelemmel  viselkedtek  a 
zsidokkal  es  megengedtek  letelepedesiiket  orszagukban.  Ilyen 
koriilmenyek  kozt  erkezett  Spanyolorszagbol  Gyulafehervarra  a salaman- 
cai  egyetem  doclora,  Valerius  David,  ki  Italia  es  Franciaorszag  egye- 
temein  kepezte  magat  tovabb.  Gyulafehervarra  erkezven,  minden  bi- 
zonnyal  nem  tartotta  magat  tavol  a varos  hirneves  kollegiumatol. 
Megismerkedett  a professzorokkal  es  hatasukra  protestans  hitre  tert. 
Rakoczi  kinevezte  6t  a sarospataki  kollegium  filozofia,  es  theologia  pro- 
fesszorava.  1636-ban  koltozott  at  uj  helyere  harom  gyermekevel, 
szolgaival  a fejedelem  koltsegen,  ki  katonai  kiseretet  is  rendelt  melle  a 
hosszii  litra,  Erdelybol  Patakra  jovet.^  A felvilagosult  fejedelem  buzgon 


gondoskodott  a kollegium  fejleszteserol,  nyomdat  allitott  fel  benne;  latin 
es  gorog  betukon  kivlil  “zsido  betuket”  is  rendelt  a XVII.  szazad 


szellemenek  megfeleloen.  A kor  felvilagosultjai  a latin,  gorog  es  heber 
nyelvet  egyarant  klasszikusnak  ismertek  el.  ^ 


Zemplenmegye  nem  csak  az  orszag  legjobb  boranak  termofoldje, 
hanem  vilaghirnevet  ert  el  a tokai  boraval,  melynek  ize,  szaga  es  aromaja 
egyediilallo.  A tokai  bor  kitunoseget  Hegyalja  foldje  es  eghajlatanak 
kiilonleges  egytittmukodese  hozta  letre;  meg  az  idegenbol  ideplantalt 
szolofajta  is  megvaltoztatta  izet  es  kifejlodott  benne  a Hegyalja  aromaja. 


Az  aszu  a borok  kiralya  es  mindig  a jo  termesu  esztendok  szolojebol 


keszitettek.  Az  aszu  szemeket  egyenkent  szedik  le  a fiirtrol;  a tapos^  utan 


suru  le  ereszkedik  es  ez  az  alapja  az  aszubor  elkeszitesenek.  Az  elso  aszut 
Rakoczi  Gyorgy  felesegenek,  Lorantffy  Zsuzsannanak  hazi  papja 
keszitette  urnojenek  az  Ujhelyen  jol  ismert  Oremus  szolo  termesebol.  8 
Hegyalja  borait  fokent  Lengyel-,  Orosz-  es  Nemetorszag  v^rolta  fel. 

Termeszetes  tehat,  hogy  a zsidokat  erinto  egyik  legregibb  okirat  ( 1 609)  a 
megyeben,  amely  magyar  nyelven  irodott,  egy  madi  sziirettel  kapcsolatos. 
Az  okirat  szerint  nem  csak  lengyelek  jottek  bevasarolni  hegyaljai  bort, 
hanem  zsidok  is,  kik  egesz  termeseket  vettek  meg.  Alaghy  foispan  50 
hordonyi  termeset  adta  el  nekik.  A zsidok  maguk  sziireteltek  es  toltottek  a 
hordokat,  mas  szoval,  a koser  bor  kesziteset  nem  hagyhattak  idegenek 
kezen.  ^ 


A koser  bortermeles  csak  egyik  gazdasagi  alapja  a zsido  kozosseg  meg- 
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Tarcal,  Tokaj,  Ceke,  Kovesd  stb.  Egyes  helysegek  mar  az  akkori  idoben  is 
kitiintek  a szolo  es  bortermeles  teren. 

A honfoglalo  magyarokon  kiviil  mas  nepek  is  laktak  itt,  vagy  pedig 
kesobb  vandoroltak  be;  igy  olaszok  a tatarjaras  utan  telepedtek  le  es 
fokent  szolomuvelessel  foglalkoztak.  Nehany  falu  napjainkig  orzi 
emlekuket,  mint  pi.  Bodrogolaszi,  Olaszliszka.  Ciganyok,  valoszinuleg  a 
XIV.  szazadban  tiintek  fel  es  Cigand  falu  nevet  erre  vezetik  vissza. 

Zsido  kozossegek  csak  Nyugat-  es  Eszaknyugat-magyarorszagon 
telepedtek  meg.  A feltetelezhetoen  meg  a honfoglalas  elotti  korbol  szar- 
mazo  zsidokon  kiviil,  legtobbjiik  a kornyezo  orszagokbol  erkezett.  A 
Dunatol  keletre  egyetlen  zsido  kozseg  sem  volt  meg  az  Arpad-hazi 
kiralyok  idejen,  igy  Zemplenmegyeben  sem.  Ezzel  ellentetben,  Venetianer 
Lajos,  a neves  rabbi-tortenesz  iigy  veli,  hogy  Sarospatakon  mar  voltak 
zsidok  a tatar  betores  elott  is.  ' 

II  Endre  kiraly  resztvett  az  S.keresztes  hadjaratban  es  1217-ben  velen- 
cei  galyan  Akkora  erkezett  hosszas  hajout  utan.  A ma^ar  kiraly 
megelegedett  nehany  portyaval  Del-Libanonig  es  ennek  vegeztevel  Egyip- 
tomba  ment,  de  ott  vereseget  szenvedett.  Endre  ugy  velte,  hogy  ewel 
eleget  is  tett  hitbeli  kotelessegenek  es  a papa  tiltakozasa  ellenere  visszatert 
Magyarorszagra.  A magyar  keresztesek  kozt  ket  zempleni  is  volt:  az  egyik 
Gyula  nevezetu,  az  olasz  Ratold  (Ratot)  nemzetsegbol.  Ratold  nemzetseg 
Satoraljaujhely  ura  volt  a tatarjaras  utan.  A masik  neve  — Sebes,  akirol 
tobb  adat  nem  deriilt  ki.  I me,  veletlen  kapcsolat  Zemplen  es  a Szentfold 
kozott  zsidok  kozbejotte  nelkul. 

Zsigmond  nemet-romai  csaszar  es  magyar  kiraly  uralma  idejen  (1419) 
az  irasok  egy  “Lucasius  Zydo”-t  emlitenek  Ujhelyben.  A “Zydo” 
valoszinuleg  csaladnevre  utal  es  nem  jelenti  feltetleniil  zsidok  jelenletet  a 
varosban.  4 


Egy  masik,  XV.  szazadbol  szarmazo  okirat  Matyas  kiraly  idejebol  arrol 
ertesit,  hogy  felso  utasitas  Jakob  Mendelt  nevezte  ki  1482-ben 
Magyarorszag  zsidoinak  feliigyelojeve  es  fofeladata  a hitsorsosoktol  valo 
adoszedes.  Budan  lakott  a kiraly  szomszedsagaban,  mig  alarendeltjei 
szerte  az  orszagban.  Egyikiik,  egy  Izrael  nevezetu,  1489-ben  Sarospatakon 
tevekenykedett.  A ‘'pataki  Izrael”  elkoboztatta  egy  kassai  polgar  va- 
gyonat,  mert  ados  maradt  a zsidok  feliigyelojenek.  Nem  vilagos,  vajon 
jelentheti-e  ez  a tudositas  zsido  kozosseg  letezeset  Sarospatakon,  vagy 
pedig  csupan  a kornyekre  vetodott  iigynokrol  szol  az  iras.  13  even 
kereszttil  foglalkoztatta  Izrael  a birosagokat  adossagbehajtassal  es  egyetlen 
esetet  kiveve,  mindeg  sikerrel  jart.  Mindebben  meg  nines  kello  bizonyitek 
zemplenmegyei  zsido  kozsegek  letezesere  a XV.  szazadban  es  valoszinuleg 
csak  gazdasagi  kapcsolatok  kenyszeritettek  egyeseket  a keleti  orszagreszek 
felkeresesere.  5 
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II.  Zeml^n  v^rmegye  1001-1711 


A magyar  kiralysag  a X.  szazad  vegen  alakult  meg  elfogadva  a 
keresztenyseg  nyugati  formajat.  Az  elso  kiralyi  dinasztia  Arpad-hazi  volt 
es  1301-ig  uralkodott.  A kereszteny  kiralysag  megalakulasaval  lij  tar- 
sadalmi  rend  keletkezett,  mely  hasonlo  a kozepkori  Europa  feudalis  rend- 
szerehez,  mig  a kozigazgat^  a kiralyi  varrendszerre  epiilt,  alavetve  a koz- 
ponti  hatalomnak.  Regi  feljegyzesek  mar  emlitik  Zemplen  varat,  ami  a 
megyenek  is  a nevet  adta.  A varrendszer,  mint  kozigazgat^i  alap,  idovel 
szetforgacsolodott,  foldjei  a birtokos  nemesseg  tulajdonaba  mentek  at, 
reszben  mint  kiralyi  ajandek  es  reszben  onkenyesen.  Maga  a megye 
elnevezes,  ahogyan  a kesobbi  korok  ertettek  a fogalmat,  a XIII.  szazadban 
keletkezett  es  magan  viseli  az  egykori  varrendszer  emleket  — varmegye. 
Az  lij  kozigazgatasi  rendszer  kifejezest  adott  a kis  es  kozepnemesseg 
egybefog^nak  a nagybirtokosok  ellen.  A megye  elen  a foispan  allott, 
mellette  helyettese  az  alispan;  autonomiaban  es  orszaggyiilesi  kepviselet- 
ben  reszesiilt.  A nemesseget  a megyei  kozigazgatasban  a valasztott 
szolgabiro  kepviselte  betoltve  biroi  es  hivatali  teendoket  is. 
Termeszetesen,  a megyei  rendszer  sok  valtozason  ment  keresztul  es  fokent 
a kozponti  kiralyi  hatalom  megerosodese  kovetkezteben;  csokkent  az 
autonomia  merteke  es  avval  egyiitt  a foispan  es  a szolgabiro  hatalma  is. 

Nem  egy  zempleni  helyseg,  mely  szomoni  emleket  idez  fel  benniink  a 
kozelmiiltbol,  letezett,  sot  ki  is  tunt  mar  az  elso  kiralyi  dinasztia 
uralkod^  idejen.  Minden  ketseget  kizarva,  Sarospatak  volt  a legismer- 
tebb.  Eredetileg  kiralyi  varos,  tobbszor  kiralyi  szekhely  es  a lengyelorszagi 
kereskedelemnek  atmeneti  allomasa.  Vara  egy  ike  a legregibbeknek 
Magyarorszagon.  A masik  varos,  mely  mar  a kozepkorban  valt  ismertte, 
Satoraljaiijhely.  Kezdeterol  es  foldrajzi  helyzeterol  elteroek  a velemenyek. 
Vannak,  akik  ligy  tartjak,  bogy  ket  var  allott  ott,  az  egyik  a Varhegyen 
es  a m^ik  a Satorhegyen.  A XII.  szazadban  ismeretes  egy  helyseg 
Satorhalma  neven.  Az  1241.  esztendo  fordulopontnak  szamit,  mind  a 
helyseg,  mind  pedig  Magyarorszag  torteneteben.  A tatarok  hatoltak  be  es 
diiltak  fel  az  orszagot.  Ez  a sors  jutott  osztalyresziil  Satoraljanak  is.  A 
lakossag  a hegyekbe  menekiilt  es  onnan  visszaterve  csak  iiszkos  romokat 
talalt.  Ujj^pitettek  tehat  varosukat,  azonban  nem  az  elobbi  helyen, 
melyet  a Ronyva  es  a Bodrog  oly  sokszor  elarasztott,  hanem  magasabbra 
koltoztek  es  ott  fekszik  a varos  mind  e mai  napig.  Innen  ered  a varos  neve 

Satoraljaiijhely.  Nem  sok  ido  miiltan  kiilonleges  jogokat  kapott  a 
kiralyi  hatalomtol. 

Tovabbi  kozepkori  helysegek,  melyekrol  irasos  emlekek  maradtak 
fenn:  Kiralyhelmec,  Homonna,  Liszka,  Nagymihaly,  Galszecs,  Taliya, 
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I.  Zempl^n  elfoglal^a 


A kozepkor  eleje  6ta  szlav  torzsek  laktak  a megye  teriileten  es  sok 
helysegnev  mind  a mai  napig  orzi  az  egykori  lakossag  emleket.  A megye 
nevenek  eredeti  is  szlav  es  foldvarat  jelent;  primitiv  erossegek  epiiltek 
ilykeppen  agyagos  foldbol  ko  nelkiil.  Tiszamelleken  teijedt  el  az  efajta 
epitkezes.  velemeny  szerint  — termekeny  foldet  jelent  a nev. 

A honfoglalo  magyarok  a Karpatok  eszak-keleti  reszen  at  hatoltak  az 
orszagba  es  elerve  a Bodrog  balpartjat  Zemplen  vara  mellett  iitottek  fel 
taborukat.  Az  e neven  ismert  falu  ma  csehszlovak  teriileten  van.  Arpad,  a 
honfoglalok  fejedelme,  egyik  Tarcal  nevu  katonaja  innen  indulva  jarta  be 
Zemplen  deli  videket. 

A magyar  honfoglalas  inkabb  rege  sem  mint  torteneti  valosag  es 
Anonymus  (a  nevtelen  iro)  leirasa  ugyszolvan  egyediili  kutforr^  a 
hostettek  ismeretenek. 


Magyarorszagnak  a Duna  altal  hatarolt  nyugati  reszet,  mely  romai 
fennhatosag  alatt  is  volt,  Pannonianak  neveztek.  Az  orszag  tobbi  resze, 
Daciat  kiveven,  nem  volt  Roma  kezen.  Archeologiai  leletek  azt 
bizonyitjak,  bogy  a romai  legiokkal  zsidok  is  erkeztek  Pannoniaba.  A 
leletek  joreszt  az  idoszamit^unk  elso  evszazadaibol  valo  sirkovek. 
Torteneszek  feltevese  szerint,  a zsido  lakossag  Pannoniabol  szorodott  szet 
az  orszag  tobbi  reszere,  tehat  a honfoglalo  magyarok  a IX.  szazad  vegen  a 
tulnyomo  szlav  lakossag  kozt  zsidokat  is  talalhattak. 

A magyarok  a Duna-Tisza  kozere  valo  bejovetellik  elott  a kazar 
birodalomban  idoztek  es  ekkor  az  egyik  kazar  torzs,  a kabar,  hozzajuk 
csatlakozott.  A kazar  torok  nep  volt,  es  a VIII.  szazad  kbzepen  egy  resziik 
zsido  hitre  tert  a hires  es  J61  ismert  hitvita  kovetkezteben.  A kabar  torzs 
reszvetele  a honfoglalasban  es  a magyar  nepben  volt  beolvad^  alapul 
szolgalt  annak  a tortenetirasi  iranyzatnak,  mely  a magyarorszagi  zsidok 
eredetet  erre  a torzsre  vezette  vissza  bizonyitando  az  orszagban  volt 
eredetisegiiket  es  a magyar  nephez  valo  kozelseget.  Ezt  a velemenyt  a 
legtobb  tortenetkutato  elvetette,  nem  kevesbe  az  antiszemita  hajlamuak. 
Minden  esetre  figyelemre  melto  kovetni  Anonymus  elbeszeleset.  Eszerint 
Delzemplen  tulnyomo  reszet  kabar  vezerek  kaptak  orokiil.  A kesobbi 
Arpad-hazi  kiralyok  korabol  szarmazo  irasos  emlekek  azt  bizonyitjak, 
hogy  Zemplen  elso  nagybirtokosai  az  Aba  nemzetsegbol  szarmaztak, 
mely  kabar  eredetu  volt.  Idovel  ebbol  a nemzetsegbol  szarmazott  Aba 
Samuel  kiraly  is.  Az  Aba  nemzetseg  aztan  szetszorodott  az  egesz 
orszagban. 
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zsicJok  nem  lattak  Ujhelyben  termeszetes  kozpontjukat. 

Az  50-es  evek  lij  varmegyei  es  kozigazgat^i  rendezese  kovetkezteben 
elvesztette  Satoraljaiijhely  megyekozponti  statuszat  es  azota  csupan  jar^i 
szekhely. 

A politikai  valtozasok,  termeszetuknel  fogva,  meghataroztak  erne 
dolgozatot  is..  A csehszlovak  Zemplen  tehat  csak  1920-ig  lehetett  szerves 
resze  e torteneti  leirasnak. 


10 


az  6s6k  megszentelte  hagyomanyokhoz  hiven  tartotta  Judaea  szamuzot- 
teit? 

Kozel  300  even  at  eltek  zsidok  Zemplenvarmegyeben,  a XVII. 
szazadtol  a XX.  szazad  kozepeig  es  ekkor  a modern  Amalek  kiirtotta 
kozsegeiket.  Most  pedig,  mintegy  40  ewel  a kerlelhetetlen  pusztitas  utan, 
a csekely  maradek  szetszorodott  a vilagban,  azonban  magja  es  lenyeges 
resze  megtalalta  litjat  az  6s-uhjazaba,  Izraelbe.  De  Jechiel  Seraga,  a 
zempleni  rege  hose,  mintha  meg  mindig  ott  lebegne  a hegyek,  volgyek  es 
folyok  kozt  es  emlekunkbe  idezi  mindazokat,  kik  utanuk  jottek  oda 
evszazadok  mulasaval,  hogy  ideiglenes  helyet  talaljanak. 


A tortenelmi  Zemplenvarmegye  a Karpatoktol  a Tiszaig  hiizodott. 
Hatara  eszakon  Lengyelorszag  (Galicia);  Ung  — , Szabolcs  Borsod  es 
Sarosvarmegye  vettek  koriil  a tobbi  oldalan.  Hossziisaga  eszak-del 
iranyban  175.5  km.,  joreszben  hegyes,  fokent  az  eszaki  reszein.  A 
legkiterjedettebb  siksag  a deli  reszen  talalhato,  a Tisza  es  a Bodrog  kozott. 
A megye  legismertebb  hegysege  az  Eperjes  — Tokaji,  melynek  deli  resze 
Tokajhegyalja,  vagy  egyszeruen  — Hegyalja,  a vilag  egyik  legismertebb 
bortermelo  videke.  Fofolyoja  a Bodrog,  ami  nehany  kisebb  patak 
osszefolyasa,  mint  a Ronyva  es  a Tolcsva.  A Bodrog  a Tiszaba  omlik  s a 

ket  folyo  hatarolja  koriil  Bodrogkoz  mocsaras  lapalyat. 

Lenyeges  valtozas  az  orszaghatarokban  az  elso  vilaghaboru  vegen 
tortent.  A trianoni  bekeszerzodes  ertelmeben  a varmeeve  tiilnvomo  resze 
4507  negyzetkm.  a Csehszlovak  allamhoz  csatoltatott  (1920).  A var- 
megyeben  volt  343.000  lakosbol  450  helysegben  az  lij  allamhoz  210 
ezer  lakos  s 373  helyseg  keriilt.  A 1 2 jarasbol  csak  5 maradt  magyar  fenn- 
hatosag  alatt  s ebbol  is  2 csak  reszben.  A megmaradt  teriilet  (1776 
negyzetkilometer)  lakosainak  szama  1920-ban  136.159  volt;  szekhelye  es 
egyben  egyetlen  varosi  telepiilese  — Satoraljaujhely.*  A varmegye  az 
orszag  eszak-keleti  reszen  fekszik  es  eszak-deli  iranyban  huzodik.  A 
trianoni  bekeszerzodes  utan  is  az  orszag  eszak-keleti  reszen  teriil  el  es 
szekhelye  tovabbra  is  Magyarorszag  legeszakibb  varosa.  A becsi  dontes 
folytan  (1938),  melyben  megpecsetelodott  Csehszlovakia  sorsa,  a Magyar- 
orszaghoz  visszakeriilt  teriiletekkel  Zemplenvarmegye  is  megnagyob- 
bodott  es  Satoraljaiijhely  sem  hatarvaros  tobbe,  de  csak  ideiglenesen.  Hat 
ev  multan,  a m^odik  vilaghaboru  vegeztevel,  visszatert  a varmegye 
elobbi  mereteire,  mint  ahogy  a trianoni  rendelkezesek  ertelmeben  volt. 
Ama  rovid  nehany  ev  nem  volt  elegendo  ahhoz,  hogy  a kozel  ket 
evtizedes  kettevalasztottsagot  osszeforrassza.  Igy  tortent  ez  a hatar  ket 
oldalan  levo  zsido  kozossegeket  is  es  a csehszlovak  oldalon  elt 
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epitettek  a varat,  rriig  Jechiel  Seraga  a Tisza  es  Bodrog  kozott  mesterkedte 
a vizbe  vezeto  gepezeteket.  Mikor  a var  mar  joforman  keszen  volt, 
meginditotta  a gepezeteket.  Egy  reggel  a romaiak  arra  ebredtek,  bogy  a 
var  keszen  van,  de  ok  kintrekedtek,  mig  a foglyok  bent  az  eros  varban, 
egy  szigetforma  teriileten  vedve  maradtak.  A romaiak  hiaba  tamadtak  a 
varat,  Jechiel  Seraga  gepei  tavoltartottak  oket  s kudarccal  kellett  vissza- 
vonulniok.  Egy  kiilon  kis  koztarsasag  tamadt  ott  a Bodrog  es  a Tisza 
osszefoly^nal,  melynek  feje  Jechiel  Seraga  ben  Menachem  Gerson  lett. 
Titkos  folyoso  epiilt,  ami  osszekototte  a varbelieket  a kornyek  lakoival  es 


igy  kapott  hirt  Sara  is  Romaban.  Mindezen  ido  alatt  sikeriilt  Saranak 
tavoltartania  magatol  Marcellust,  ki  tovabbra  is  tisztelettel  volt  a leany 
irant  es  ugy  vonult  hadba  ismet,  hogy  szerelmet  nem  tette  mag^va. 
Mikor  pedig  megtudta  Sara  a Tokaj  varaban  tortent  esemenyeket,  szokest 
tervezett  es  errol  apjat  is  ertesitette.  Nemsokara  Aquincumba  erkezett 
kiseretevel  es  onnan  egyenesen  Tokaj  varaba  vette  utjat. 

Ujra  otthon  volt  Sara,  apja  kozeleben,  a hii  syracusaiak  es  a var  eros 
falainak  vedelmeben. 

Egy  nap  aztan  nagy  romai  sereg  tiint  fel  a var  kornyeken.  Marcellus, 
kirol  az  a hir  jarta,  hogy  elesett  a Karthago  elleni  haboniban,  szinten 
megerkezett  es  bosszutol  hajtva  a var  vegso  ostromara  kesziilt. 

Honapokig  vivtak  a varat,  de  Jechiel  Seraga  csodagepei  derekasan 


mukodtek  es  tavoltartottak  az  ostromlo  hadat.  Ekkor  varatlan  fordulat 
allott  be;  Marcellus  alruhaban  a varba  szokott,  rovidesen  ott  harcolt  a 
vedok  soraiban  es  Sara  iranti  odaadasbol  athatottan  segitett  visszaverni  a 
mind  megujulo  rohamokat.  Az  elet-halal  harcban  Jechiel  Seraga  sulyosan 
megsebesiilt  es  vegperceiben  arra  kerte  leanyat  es  Marcellust,  hogy  nepe 
szokasa  szerint  temessek  el  a szabadba  vezeto  folyoso  vegen  es  tegyek 
melleje  pecsetnyomojat.  Konnyes  szemmel  igertek  meg  a haldoklonak 
vegso  akarata  teljesiteset.  A tudos  orvos  es  feltalalo  visszaadta  lelket 
Teremtojenek. 

Az  apa  halala  utan  Marcellus  magaval  vitte  Sarat  es  a tavolban  keklo 
hegyek  kozt  uj  csaladi  feszket  epitettek  maguknak.  Az  idok  folyaman 
eltunt  Jechiel  Seraga  sirhantja  a rajta  levo  felirattal  egyiitt,  azonban  a 
n3dregyhazi  muzeumban  kiallitott  targyak  kozt  egy  heberirasii  pecset- 


nyomo  is  talalhato  es  rajta  a felir^  — Jechiel  Seraga  ben  Menachem 
Gerson.  • Vajon  a pecsetnyomo  tulajdonosa  a tokaj  i var  vedoje 
volt?  S mikent  keletkezett  es  terjedt  el  a fenti  rege  Ujhely  nepe  kozott? 
Mindenesetre  tortenelmi  alapja  nincsen,  hiszen  a romai  hoditas  sohasem 
jutott  el  Zemplen  deli  reszeig  az  i.e.  III.  szazadban  es  zsidok  sem  jartak 
erre  2200  ewel  ezelott. 

Volt-e  valami  Zemplen  es  Ujhely  foldjeben  es  levegojeben,  ami 
megihlette  es  megszilarditotta  a reges  alakokat,  hogy  oly  messze  foldon  is 
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Tokaj  videken,  hoi  a Bodrog  a Tiszaba  omlik,  osregi  foldvar  allott, 
vedohelye  az  elnyomottaknak,  de  rettegett  biivohelye  a kornyeken 
elszaporodott  rabloknak.  Helyrajzi  fekvesenel  fogva  bevehetetlennek  tar- 
tottak.  A szajhagyomany  szerint  azert  is  volt  bevehetetlen,  mart  az 
istenfelo  Jechiel  Seraga  ben  Menachem  Gerson  epitette  as  aldotta  meg  a 
varat.  A zempleni  zsidoknak  is  erdekes  a tortenet,  mart  szinhelye 
Rakamaz,  Tokaj  as  Tarcal  kornyeke.  Szaz  esztendovel  ezelott  meg 
regal tek  a meset  Ujhelyben,  bar  igazi  tortenelmi  alapot  minden 
valoszinuseg  szerint,  teljesen  nelkiiloz. 

A rage  az  idoszamitasunk  elotti  III.  evszazadba  vezet  vissza,  mikor 
Marcellus  romai  hadvezer  a sziciliai  Syracusaban  legyozott  vedoket  resz- 
ben  kardelre  hanyta,  reszben  pedig  rabszolgasagra  itelte.  Ezeket  a rab- 
szolgakat  messze  hazajuktol  Tokaj-Tarcal  kornyekere  telepitette, 

banyamunkara  meg  irtasra  kenyszeritette  a szamuzotteket.  Hogy  a 
syracusaiak  az  a resze  megmenekult,  azt  a tudos  Jechiel  Seraga  orvosnak 
koszonhettek,  aki  megigerte  a romaiaknak,  hogy  viszonzasul  megtanitja 
oket  varfalakat  vedo  Archimedes-fele  gepek  keszitesi  modjara. 

A fogoly-csapat  elan  Marcellus  is  Tokaj  kornyekere  koltozott  es  ott 
feltekenyen  orizte  az  orvost.  Ennek  azonban  mas  oka  is  volt  es  pedig  az, 
hogy  szive  teljes  hevevel  szerette  a csodaszep  Sarat,  Jechiel  Seraga 
leanyat.  Eroszakkal  elvenni  nem  kivanta,  mart  eszrevette,  hogy  Sara  is 
vonzodik  hozza,  s csak  atyja  iranti  hatartalan  tiszteletbol  tagadja  meg 
viszontszerelmet. 

A karthagoi  habonik  nem  engedhettek  meg,  hogy  a tehetseges  had- 
vezer tavol  hazajatol,  a vadonban  tetlenlil  toltse  eletet.  Roma  visszahivta, 
neki  mennie  kellett.  Ujbol  kerte  a leanyt  apjatol,  de  az  lijra  elutasitotta. 
Marcellus  erre  rettento  haragra  gerjedt  es  kijelentette,  most  mar  a gyozo 

jogan,  hogy  Sarat  magaval  viszi  mint  hadizsakmanyt  es  ha  ferjnek  nem 
kivanja,  ligy  rabnojeve  teszi  a leanyt.  A zsido  orvos  alazattal  magyarazta 
meg  a romainak,  hogy  nem  az  iranta  valo  haladatlansagbol  tagadja  meg 
kereset  es  nemesen  erzo  szivehez  szolt;  de  minden  hiabavalonak 
bizonyult.  Az  apa  megtorten  bucsiizott  szeretett  gyermeketol  es  utoljara 
arra  emlekeztette:  ne  feledje  el,  hogy  6 zsido  leany,  orizze  meg 
ai^tlansagat  es  ha  nem  sikeriil  esszel  legyozni  ellenseget,  ugy  dofjon  kest 
sziveben  es  ne  legyen  hajadonsaga  eroszak  martalekava. 

Marcellus  tavozasa  utan  keserves  rabszolgaeletet  eltek  a foglyok; 
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Halas  koszonetiinket  tolmacsoljuk  Dr.  Szasz  Meirnek, 
akinek  odaado  es  onzetlen  munkassaga  tette  lehetove  a konyv 
kiadasat. 

Az  emlekkonyv  bizottsag 
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A SZERZO 


A konyv  szerzoje  es  szerkesztoje  Sz^  Meir  (Miklos)  nem  lijhelyi 
sziiletesu,  de  ot  eves  koratol  elt  e varosban  es  apai-anyai  agon  tosgyokeres 
zempleni.  A Kaesztenbaum  iskola  neveltje  es  a gimnazium  also  negy 
osztalyat  is  Ujhelyben  vegezte.  Innen  a budapesti  Rabbikepzo  Intezetbe 
ment  tanulmanyai  folytatasara.,  azonban  a sziiloi  haz  tovabbra  is 
Ujhelyhez  kototte.  Az  egyetemi  tanulmanyok  es  a Rabbikepzo  utolso 
eveiben  a haborus  esemenyek  szoltak  kozbe.  Mivel  kora  ifjusagatol  tagja 
egyik  cionista  iQusagi  mozgalomnak,  mi  sem  termeszetesebb,  mint- 
hogy  a nemet  megszallas  es  Budapest  ostromanak  hetei  az  eletmentes 
veszelyenek  arnyekaban  teltek  el.  A mentoakcio  kozpontjaban,  a Vadasz 
utcan,  dolgozott  a felszabadulasig.  Rovid  ido  multan  tudatara  ebredt, 
bogy  egesz  csaladjat  kiirtottak;  a deportalasbol  senki  sem  tert  vissza  az 
lijhelyi  otthonba. 

Az  lijrakezdes  az  egyetemi  padokhoz  vitte  vissza  a fiatalembert.  Ab- 
bahagyta  rabbikepzo  tanulmanyait,  bolcseszdoktori  diplomat  szerzett  es 
utana  folytatva  egyetemi  tanulmanyait,  kozepiskolai  tanari  kepesitest 
nyert  a klasszikus  nyelvekben  es  tortenelemben. 

Azonban  igazi  felepiilese  a nagy  tragediabol  csak  Izraelben  valt 
lehetove.  Regi  vagya  1 950-ben  teljeslilt,  amikor  a tortenelmi  miiltii  Akko 
varosaban  epitette  lijja  otthonat  kis  csaladjaval. 

1952-t61  az  izraeli  Tengeresztisztkepzo  Iskolaban  tanit  tortenelmet,  ahol 
a pedagogiai  igazgato  tisztseget  is  betoltotte.  Tortenelemkutato 
munkajarol  tobb  konyve  es  szamos  cikke  tanuskodik,  fokent  a tengeresz- 
tortenelem  teren,  azonban  a klasszikus  irodalmat  sem  hanyagolta  el  — 
latin  es  gorog  nyelvbol  tett  kozze  heber  nyelvu  forditasokat,  konyvben  es 
idoszaki  folyoiratokban. 


Nem  veletlen,  hogy  a zempleni  es  lijhelyi  zsidok  tortenetet  es  tragikus 
pusztulasat  megorokito  konyv  megirasara  Szasz  Meir  a leghivatottabb  es 
nem  csak  azert  mert  zempleni  szarmazasii,  hanem  szakmai  felkesziiltsege 
is  alkalmassa  teszi  erre.  A konyv  tobb  evi  odaado  es  alapos  kutato  munka 
termeke,  mely  feloleli  a zempleni  zsido  kozseg  miiltjat,  annak  kezdetetol  a 
pusztulasig  es  visszatiikrozi  a “hazai”  ember  szellemet.  A mii  hianyt  tolt 
be  a magyar-zsido  tortenetirasban,  de  felbecsiilhetetlen  ^eku  a 
zemplenieknek  es  leszarmazottainak,  melto  megorokitese  miiltunknak. 
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Karsai  Elelknek,  ki  egy  teljes  fejezetet  irt  e konyv  szamara.  Dr.  Karsai 
ismert  kutatoja  a magyarorszagi  veszkorszaknak  es  errol  szamos  konyve 
tanuskodik.  Nem  kis  mertekben  szorgos  munkassaganak,  szoban  es 
ir^ban,  koszonheto,  bogy  a magyarorszagi  zsidok  pusztulasa  nem 
merulhet  feledesbe.  Vegtil  pedig  fogadja  koszdnetemet  Lohame  Hagetaot 
miizeumanak  konyvtara,  bogy  lebetove  tette  gazdag  anyaganak 
felbasznal^t. 

Fajdalommal  elevenitem  fel  Mesteremnek,  mb. prof.  Scbeiber  Sandor- 
nak  emleket,  ki  meg  rdviddel  elbunyta  elott  levelzesben  allott  velem; 
buzditott  es  valaszaivaf  tanacsaival  segitett.  Legyen  emleke  aldott. 

Sz^z  Meir  Akko,  1985.  szeptember. 


Megjegyz^  — 

A zempleni  zsidok  tortenetet  eredetileg  beber  nyelven  irtam.  A magyar 
szoveg  reszben  forditas,  reszben  pedig  atdolgozasa  a beber  eredetinek 
alkalmazva  azt  a magyar  olvaso-kozonseg  kulturalis  batterebez.  Igy  tebat, 
a labjegyzeteket  jelzo  szamozas  nem  mindig  folyamatos;  a magyar  szoveg 
nem  tartalmazza  ama  reszeket,  melyek  bagyomanyos  jelleguek,  mert  a 
kizarolag  magyar  kultiiraban  jaratos  olvasonak  nagy  nebezseget  jelentene 
megerteslik. 
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Bevezet^s 


Evtizedek  teltek  el  ama  tragikus  napok  6ta,  de  a nagy  veszteseg  feletti 
fajdalmunk  az  ido  mulasaval  sem  enyhiilt.  Nemzedekunk,  mely  taniija 
volt  a vesznek,  szent  kotelessegenek  tartja  emleket  allitani  ennek  a zsido 
kozossegnek  mely  nines  tobbe  es  elbeszelni  a jovendo  nemzedekeknek 

Ujhely  es  Zemplen-megye  zsidoinak  tortenetet. 

^ 

Ez  az  emlek-  es  tortenetkonyv  az  Ujhelybol  es  Zemplen-megyebol 
elszarmazott,  Torontoban  (Kanada)  elo  zsidok  kezdemenyezesenek  es 
hatartalan  aldozatkeszsegenek  koszonheti  letrejottet. 

Nem  pillanatnyi  es  hirtelen  valtoz^  muve  volt  a pusztulas.  Elsodleges 
fontossaggal  bir  annak  a folyamatnak  a megertese,  mely  ehhez  vezetett  es 
a tobbi  kozt  Zemplenmegyeben  is.  A hosszu  kiizdelem  utan  megszerzett 
polgari  jogok  nem  vedtek  meg  a zsidokat;  Magyarorszagon  — kivetkozve 
minden  emberi  erzesbol  — artatlan  polgarokat  kiildtek  a megsem- 
misitesbe.  Megbocsathatatlan  bun  es  rettenetes  tortenelmi  tanulsag. 

Erne  kozosseg  multjanak  reszletes  attekintese  egyben  bemutatja  a 
zempleni  zsidok  ragaszkodasat  es  allhatatossagat  hagyomanyaik 
megorzesere  es  tovabbadasara,  barmely  hitkozsegi  arnyalathoz  vagy 
csoporthoz  is  tartoztak.  Nem  ertheto  meg  ez  az  egyedi  jelleg  tortenelmi 
alapjanak  hijan. 

A jelenlegi  koriilmenyek  nem  tettek  lelehetove  a helybeli  leveltari 
kutatast,  igy  tehat  esak  a kiilonbozo  folyoiratok  mar  kozzetett  anyagara 
tamaszkodtam.  A nemet  megszallas  es  a deportalas  torteneti 


osszefoglalasa  utan  atadtam  a szot  a szemtanuknak,  ama  napok  szenvedo 
hoseinek,  bogy  elbeszelhessek  a veliik  tortenteket  es  felelevenitsek  akkori 
erzeseiket.  A veszkorszak  nemzedekenek  embere  nem  nyulhat  a temahoz 
a tortenetiro  targyilagossagaval,  mint  barmely  mas  korhoz.  Haggyuk  ezt  a 
munkat  a jovo  torteneszeinek  es  elegedjiink  meg  a kronikas  szerepevel.  A 
szemelyes  elmenyek  lehetetlenne  teszik  feliilkerekedni  a tragedia 
meretein. 

Eloljaroban  koszonetemet  kivanom  nyilvanitani  mindazoknak,  kik 
munkamban  segitsegemre  voltak.  Koszonetem  az  Orszagos  Szechenyi 
Konyvtarnak  — Budapest,  de  fokent  dr.  Ferenezy  Tiborne 
foosztalyvezetonek,  ki  keszsegesen  rendelkezesemre  allitotta  es  elkiildte  a 
kivant  kozlemenyeket  es  tulajdonkeppen  lehetove  tette  e munka 
megirasat.  Bondy  Alex  szerkesztette  varosunk,  megyenk  sziilotteinek- 
megmaradottainak  visszaemlekezese  es  elbeszelesei  alapjan  a ‘Tanusag- 
teter‘  fejezet  magyar  reszet.  Koszonet  munkaj^rt.  Halamat  rovom  le  dr. 
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Towns  and  villages  of  2^mplen  County,  where  Jews  lived  before 
the  Holocaust. 

A v^zkorszak  ideje  eldtti  zsid6  lakta  Zempl^n  meg}ei  helys^gek. 


Als6dobsa 
Baksa 
Bekecs  * 
Berecki 


Beczek 


Bodrogkeresztur  " 

Bodroghalom 

Bodrogolaszi 

Bodrogsemj^n 

Bodrogszentes 

Bodrogszerdahely 

Bodzdsdjlak 

Boly 

Bodrogldsfalud 
Cigdnd  * 


Cs^ke 
Ddmoc 
Erddb^nye  * 
Gesztely* 

Golop 

Girincs 

Hernddkak 

Hernddndmeti  * 

Huta 

Kdso 

Karcsa 

Karos 

Komldska 

Kdvesd 

Ldca  * 

Legyesbdnye  * 
Mdd  * 


Magyarsas 
Mikdhdza 
Megyaszd  * 
Monok  * 
Olaszliszka  * 
Ond 


Pdcin 
Ricse  * 

Rozvdgy 

Rdviednyvdr 

Sajdhidvdg 

Sajdkorom 

Sajdkesznyeten 

Sdrospatak  "" 

Sdtor^jaujhely  * * 

S6st6falva 

Szegilong  "" 

Szerencs  * 

Szdphalom 

Szomotor 

Szbgi 

Tdllya  " 

Taktaharkdny  "" 

Taktaszada 

Tarcal  * 

Tiszakardd 
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Tokaj  * 

Tolcsva  * 
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* Details  in  Chapter  XL 
Rdszletek  a XI. -ik  fejezetben. 
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Zempldn  megye  fdvdrosa 
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My  Family... 

Csal^dom... 

Name  of  the  deceased  Relation 

Az  elhaltak  nevei  Csalddtag 


Residence 

Lakdhely 


Date 

Ddtum 


This  page 
who  were 


is  provided  to  inscribe 
deceased  in  the  Holoo 


names  of  family  members 
lust 


Ez  az  oldal  a Holocaustban  elpusztultak  neveinek  a 
beirdsdra  szolgdl. 
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THE  MARTYRS 


A MARTIROK  NEVSORA 


Zempldn  County's  Jewish  population  in  1939  counted  14,000  and  the 
number  of  survivors  was  only  a few  hundred.  List  of  the  Mart>TS  is  far 
from  being  complete.  Hundreds  of  families  were  killed  without  leaving 
even  one  survivor  and  in  the  past  fort}'  years  many  died  without  giving 
their  testimony.  Only  those  names  are  published  here  which  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Book  Committee.  Those  names  which  are  missing  could  be 
listed  by  each  survivor  on  the  special  page:  “My  Family...”  provided  in 
this  book. 

Zempl^nvdrmeg>'e  zsid6  lakossdga  1939-ben  14,000  lelket  szdmldlt  es  a 
v^szkorszakot  tul^lok  szdma  mindossze  egy  n^hdny  szdzat  tett  Id.  A 
mdrtirok  n^vsora  m^g  tdvolrol  sem  teljes.  Szdz  ^s  szdz  csaldd  pusztult  el 
minden  ut6d  ndkiil  az  ut6bbi  negj^ven  evben  sokan  haltak  el  an^lkiil, 
hog}'  tanuskoddst  tettek  volna.  Itten  csak  azokat  a neveket  kozoltiik, 
amelyeket  az  eml^kkon}'v  bizottsdg  cim^re  eljuttattak.  Az  ^letben 
maradottak  vagy  leszdrmazottak  a hidnyzo  neveket  e konyv 
“Csalddom...”  cirnd  oldaldn  jeg}'ezhetik  be. 
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emlekezzCnk... 


Ezt  a kon>Tet  szeretett  sziileink,  testv^reink,  rokonaink,  bar^taink,  rab- 
biink,  kdz^leti  vezetoink  mind  azon  Zempl^n  megyei  zsid6 
felebardtaink  eml^k^nek  szenteljiik,  akik  elpusztultak  a Holocaustban. 

A ndcik  hatalomra  jutdsa  a zsiddsdg  elleni  korldtozd  tbrv^nyek  a 
mag}ar  zsidosdgot  felk^sziiletleniil  ^rt^k.  Az  dltaldnos  v^leked^s  az  volt, 
hog} : „Velunk  ez  nem  tort^nhet  meg.  Mi  nekilnk  Id  kell  vdrnunk  amig  a 
hatdrainktdl  tdvolra  eso  hdboru  lezajlik.’’ 

Mind  az  amit  tanultunk  Mag>arorszdgon  azok  a hitek,  amikben 
felnottiink-  hog>^  az  orszdg  torv^nyeit  engedelmesen  kovessiik  6s  hog>' 
bizzunk  abban,  hogy  ezek  szdmunkra  v6delmet  nyujtanak  — tragikusan 
hel}telennek  bizon}iiltak.  Sajdt  tapasztalatunk  drdn  megtanultuk,  hogy 
azt  a tdrv6n>t,  amely  eg>enl6  jogokat  biztositott  a koznek,  a zsiddsdg 
szdmdra  megvdltoztattdk.  Sajdt  szemiinkkel  Idttuk,  hog}^  a rendors6g, 
melynek  a szerepe  a polgdrsdg  v6delme,  hatalmdval  yissza61ve  az 
drtatlan  6s  v6dtelen  zsid6  f6rfiak  6s  asszonyok  ellen  fordult.  Tanui 
voltunk  annak,  hog}'  bardtaink  hog}'an  idegenedtek  el  6s  v6gezetul 
hog}'an  vdltak  ellens6geinkk6.  Meg  kellett  tanulnunk,  hog}'  a nag}' 
demokratikus  orszdgok  a hatalom  6s  a vildg  ug}'eiben  val6  befolydsuk 
birtokdban  mdst  tekintettek  elsodleges  feladatuknak  nem  pedig  a zsid6k 
gdzkamrdkt61  val6  megment6s6t. 

A Zempl6n  megyei  zsidosdg  nemzed6kek  sordn  bokezu 
nag}'lelkus6ggel  vette  ki  r6sz6t  a mag}'ar  kultura,  a gazdasdgi  61et  6s  az 
orszdg  megv6d6s6nek  minden  terulet6n.  Ennek  ellen6re  szomsz6daink  6s 
bardtaink  kolcsonosen  eg}'et6rtettek  abban,  hogy  kiirtdsunkban 
seg6dkezet  nyujtsanak  eg}'mdsnak. 

K6tkedye  k6rdezzuk  onmagunktdl:  Hog}'an  tort6nhetett  a Holocaust? 
Hoi  kovetett  el  hibdt  a zsiddsdg?  Mit  tehettiink  volna  annak  6rdek6ben, 
hog}'  61eteket  mentsiink?  Milyen  k6vetkezm6n}'ei  lenn6nek  annak,  ha 
napjainkban  hasonl6  helyzetbe  keriilndnk? 

Rem61juk,  hog}'  a zsidosdg  tort6nelm6nek  azok  a szomoru  napjai  soha 
tobb6  nem  ism6tl6dnek  meg,  6s  hogy  a jovo  nemzed6kek  szdmdra  a 
szornyu  tapasztalat  tanulsdgk6nt  fog  szolgdlni. 

Toronto,  oktdber  1985. 


Eml6kkon}'y  bizottsdg  — J.L.S. 
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REMEMBER... 

This  book  is  dedicated  to  the  sacred  memory  of  our  beloved  parents, 
brothers,  sisters,  relatives,  friends,  teachers,  rabbis,  community  leaders 
and  all  fellow  Jews  of  Zemplen  County  who  perished  during  the 
Holocaust. 

The  rise  of  the  Nazis  and  the  restrictive  laws  against  Jews,  caught 
Hungarian  Jewry  unprepared.  The  general  thinking  was:  “It  cannot  hap- 
pen to  us...  We  have  to  wait  it  out  until  the  distant  war  will  be  over...” 

Tragically  we  were  wrong  in  what  we  had  learned  in  Hungary  and  in 
what  we  had  been  brought  up  — to  obey  the  law  of  the  land  and  to  trust 
that  it  will  protect  us.  We  have  learned  from  our  own  experience,  that 
the  law  which  granted  equal  rights  to  all  could  be  changed  for  the  Jews. 
We  saw  with  our  own  eyes  the  police  who  were  supposed  to  protect, 
misusing  their  powers  against  innocent  and  defenceless  Jewish  men  and 
women.  We  have  witnessed  our  friends  turning  into  strangers  and 
ultimately  into  our  enemies.  We  have  come  to  learn  that  large  democratic 
countries  with  power  and  influence  in  world  affairs,  had  priorities  other 
than  saving  Jews  from  the  death  chambers! 

The  Jewry  of  Zemplen  County  contributed  generously  to  the 
Hungarian  culture,  economy,  and  defence  through  the  generations.  Still, 
our  neighbours  and  friends  agreed  to  help  in  our  extermination.  You 
might  wonder  and  ask  yourself:  How  could  the  Holocaust  happen? 
Where  did  we  Jews  fail?  What  could  have  been  done  to  save  lives?  What 
would  b>e  the  outcome  today  of  this  similar  plight? 

We  hope  that  those  dark  days  of  Jewish  history  will  never  happen 
again,  and  the  terrible  experience  will  be  a lesson  for  the  generations  to 
come. 

Toronto,  October  1985. 

The  Book  Committee  — J.L.S. 
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XIII.  Yizkor... 

Memorial  tablet  on  Mt.  Zion,  Jerusalem 
Eml^kt^bla  a Cionhegyen,  Jeruzstiem 
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liberation. 

His  brother  was  hung  in  mid- winter,  because  they  suspected  him  of 
having  stolen  the  blanket  which  he  used  to  protect  himself  from  the  cold 
when  reporting  for  work. 

He  returned  to  Ujhely  in  September,  1945,  finding  his  sister,  Brach 
Lipot,  his  uncle,  and  Brach  Smilu.  Lipot,  his  son  and  his  brother-in-law, 
took  into  their  home  all  those  who  had  no  place  to  go.  One  Friday  night, 
away  from  the  Russians,  the  Hungarian  police  picked  them  up  to  dig 
holes.  Noticing  that  those  who  only  a short  while  ago  wore  the  Arrow- 
Cross,  were  now  those,  rearmed  anew,  who  were  overseeing  them,  he 
realized  that  “there  was  no  place  for  the  Jews  here  any  more.“ 

Reporting  from  his  home  in  Toronto  he  told  that  Eugene,  his  uncle’s 
son,  lives  in  Ottawa,  Slojme  is  in  New  York,  and  Smilu  passed  away 
several  years  ago.  However,  the  Brach  family  flourishes  again;  the 
descendants  have  record  of  over  a hundred  cousins.  Occasionally  a mem- 
ber of  the  family  goes  to  Ujhely  to  visit  the  family  graves  where,  as 
already  mentioned,  one  of  their  ancestors  had  been  buried  in  1700.  A 
local  committee  has  been  set  up  to  decide  on  steps  to  be  taken  for  the 
cleaning  up  of  the  cemetery. 

Toronto,  1985 
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tempts  failed  He  went  off  to  Warsaw. 

He  reached  Warsaw  after  the  ghetto  revolt  had  been  crushed.  The  Ger- 
mans, known  for  their  exemplary  orderliness,  commanded  them  to  clear 
the  ruins  and  to  load  all  the  whole  bricks  onto  wagons,  and  these  were 
then  shipped  to  Germany.  Here  he  encountered  the  highest  form  of 
sadism.  After  their  hard  labor,  carried  on  for  endless  hours,  the  SS  men 
led  them  to  the  kitchen  for  lunch  at  a distance  of  several  kilometers, 
while  each  of  them  had  to  carry  five  bricks  on  his  shoulder,  and  this  in 
both  directions!  The  bricks  had  to  be  removed  from  their  shoulders  with 
the  greatest  care  for  the  duration  of  the  meal.  Those  who  dropped  or 
broke  them  suffered  terrible  beatings. 

As  the  Russians  approached  they  marched  to  Kutno.  Many  of  them  fell 
ill;  dogs  were  let  loose  on  them;  they  were  shot  at;  those,  who  wished  to 
quench  their  thirst,  and  dragged  themselves  to  a river,  got  shot  into  the 
river.  He  reached  Dachau  in  the  winter  and  went  from  there  to 
Kaufering,  occupying  barrack  No.4.  When  his  wooden  shoes  split  in 
two,  he  wrapped  his  frozen  feet  with  newspaper.  He  would  have  liked  to 
go  to  the  camp  hospital  to  have  his  feet  treated,  but  was  dissuaded  by 
Faber  Aranka,  who  worked  in  the  kitchen  and  occasionally  provided 
them  with  stolen  food.  She  explained  this  would  have  meant  certain 
death  for  him.  Unable  to  sustain  the  pain,  he  went  to  the  hospital  never- 
theless, but  fortunately  was  sent  back.  (“Faber  Aranka  lives  in  Vienna,  I 
met  her  after  the  war.  Faber  Smilu  lives  in  Los  Angeles”). 

A Czech  doctor  saved  him  by  providing  him  with  some  medicine  after 
he  contracted  typhoid  fever.  During  the  last  weeks  they  subsisted  only  on 
grass.  In  the  final  days,  in  the  meanest  possible  way,  they  were  put  into 
wagons,  which  were  attached  to  a train  filled  with  German  soldiers,  in 
order  to  make  sure  that  they  were  killed  during  the  constant  American 
bombardments.  In  fact  hundreds  were  killed.  Anti-aircraft  guns  were 
positioned  on  the  train,  and  thus  the  30  wagons  with  the  deportees  sup- 
ported the  machine-gun  fire  practically  with  their  own  bodies.  Since  the 
Germans  disappeared  during  the  bombardments  they  dragged  themselves 
into  a village  where  they  falsely  claimed  that  the  German  commander 
had  told  them  to  disperse  in  all  directions.  But  the  Germans  returned  and 
reassembled  them.  Sam  and  some  of  his  colleagues  luckily  went  into 
hiding.  Three  hundred  people  were  killed  that  night,  and  the  following 
day  the  survivors  were  liberated  by  the  Americans.  He  was  carried  to  St. 
Ottiiien  — literally  carried,  because  he  was  too  weak  to  walk.“  Another 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  and  I would  not  have  been  among  the 
living”. 

He  spent  two  months  in  a sanatorium,  together  with  the  Giincler  boy. 
The  son  of  the  milkman,  Dreiser,  was  also  there,  but  he  died  after  the 
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his  upbringing.  The  seventeen-year  old  boy  was  entrusted  with  a rescue 
mission  considered  the  greatest  Mitzvah,  under  the  direction  of  the 
congregation  of  Kassa.  It  involved  the  weekly  smuggling  of  twenty  or 
twenty-five  and  sometimes  even  up  to  thirty  Slovakian  and  Polish  Jews 
across  the  border,  under  the  most  secret  cover.  This  rescue-mission  was 
particularly  dangerous  since  they  had  to  pass  the  barracks  in  Kassa  in  or- 
der to  lead  the  refugees  into  previously  designated  houses,  from  which 
that  same  night  they  were  smuggled  through  to  Budapest.  However  the 
counter-espionage  discovered  their  activity,  and  of  the  eight  active  par- 
ticipants, one  was  caught.  Attempts  were  made  to  uncover  the  whole 
network  and  to  ascertain  who  the  organizers  and  participants  were. 

Sam  Frank  returned  to  Ujhely,  where  he  had  deep  family  roots.  Once 
his  beloved  grandfather  took  him  to  the  cemetery  and  showed  him  a 
grave  dating  back  to  1 700  which  could  have  been  that  of  one  of  his  an- 
cestors. 

The  transfer  into  the  ghetto  started  a few  weeks  after  his  return  from 
Kassa  and  he  was  designated  to  serve  as  a messenger  in  the  ghetto.  As 
such,  he  was  authorized  to  wear  a special  armband,  which  afforded  him 
free  movement  into  and  out  of  the  ghetto,  thus  also  enabling  him  to 
smuggle  bread  in.  Somebody  recommended  that  he  go  into  hiding  in  a 
house  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  in  a completely  deserted  area,  but  his 
conscience  would  not  let  him  do  so;  he  did  not  want  to  abandon  his  grand- 
father. Indeed  he  was  the  only  one  who  accompanied  his  grandfather  in 
the  third  transport  sent  to  Auschwitz.  While  they  were  being  loaded  into 
the  cattle-cars,  a benevolent  police  officer,  by  the  name  of  Horvath, 
aware  of  the  atrocities  committed  by  the  Germans,  grabbed  him  by  the 
arm  and  said  to  him:  ‘'Come  my  little  boy,  you  are  going  back  with  me”. 

“This  man  knew  us  well,  he  often  visited  us  in  our  home,  and  had 
great  respect  for  my  grandfather,  but  I refused  to  go  with  him”. 

“We  reached  Auschwitz  in  the  early  morning  of  Shavuot,  after  a 
miserable  and  long  journey.  It  was  still  dark.  We  saw  flames  bursting 
forth  from  the  chimneys,  and  smelled  the  stench.  It  was  here  that  I was 
separated  from  my  grandfather,  who  knew  of  the  plan  to  hide  me,  and 
deeply  regretted  that  I had  gone  with  him.  Nevertheless  it  was  a very 
good  feeling  that  we  could  at  least  take  leave  of  each  other”. 

He  was  alerted  to  stand  on  the  tips  of  his  toes  to  avoid  being  directed 
to  the  wrong  side.  After  a few  days  he  was  sent  to  Warsaw,  together 
with  forty- four  other  young  people  from  Ujhely,  of  whom  he  is  today  the 
only  survivor.  The  night  before  they  were  due  to  leave  he  discovered  that 
his  father  was  in  the  barrack  opposite  his,  together  with  deportees  from 
Tisz^olgar.  At  the  roll-call,  next  morning  he  tried  to  catch  a glimpse  of 
him,  to  meet  him  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  but  fate  was  cruel  and  his  at- 
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Recollections  of  J.  Klein  (Klein  Josef) 
formerly  of  M^t^szalka,  now  residing  in  Toronto 


Josef  Klein  was  a member  of  a Labor  Service  unit  which  was  stationed 
in  Ujhely  during  the  ghetto  period.  He  and  his  comrades  arrived  in 
Ujhely  during  Easter,  within  the  framework  of  the  No.  101  unit  which 
was  attached  to  the  military  clothing  warehouse.  Along  the  road  they 
saw  the  long  lines  of  carts  escorted  by  gendarmes  and  loaded  with  old 
people,  women,  children,  and  their  belongings.  The  Jews  of  the  neigh- 
boring villages  were  being  driven  into  the  ghetto.  When  they  established 
contact  with  them  they  heard  the  tearfully  sad  stories  of  how  they  were 
assembled  and  left  without  sufficient  food  since  it  was  Passover.  They 
organized  the  smuggling  in  of  food  which  they  obtained  by  exchanging 
sweaters  pilfered  from  the  military  warehouse,  for  canned  food  available 
from  the  military  food  supply  unit. 

Later  he  too  was  sent  to  Germany  with  his  unit  and  there  his  comman- 
der, at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  his  friends,  nicknamed  Flekkes  (Spotted) 
bribed  the  German  commander  of  the  train  who  ordered  it  back  to 
Hungary.  After  an  adventurous  journey,  he  finally  reached  Beszter- 
cebanya,  and  from  there  went  up  into  the  mountains,  where  he  joined  a 
partisan  unit  made  up  of  3000  men,  half  of  them  Jewish.  They  attacked 

9 

CJerman  troops,  thus  acquiring  weapons  and  explosives,  and  were  able  to 
blow  up  trains. 

Toronto,  1984 


The  Account  of  Sam  Frank  — Resident  of  Toronto 


He  was  born  in  Ujhely  where  he  grew  up  and  went  to  heder.  At  the 
age  of  nine  his  mother  died,  his  father  remarried,  and  moved  to 
Tiszapolgar.  Sam  spent  a few  months  there,  but  then  returned  to  his 
grandfather  in  Ujhely.  His  grandfather  on  his  mother's  side,  Chaim 
Brach,  highly  respected  by  Jews  and  non-Jews  alike,  was  an  industrious, 
honest,  pious,  good  person.  Of  his  fifteen  grandchildren,  Lipofs  four 
children  and  Sam  with  his  two  brothers  lived  in  Ujhely.  His  grand- 
father's memory  will  stay  with  him  as  an  eternal  symbol. 

In  1944  he  went  to  Kassa,  where  he  filled  a post  commensurate  with 
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Their  attempt  to  save  a few  persons  from  certain  death  succeeded 

During  the  final  week  a German  machine-gun  position  fired  from  a 
third-floor  window  facing  the  Danube.  Because  of  the  air  pressure  the 
window-glass  broke  and  they  got  the  full  brunt  of  the  freezing  cold  in 
mid  winter.  Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  some  of  the  neighbours,  they  oc- 
casionally received  a plate  of  vegetables.  At  times  the  building  shook  un- 
der the  artillery  fire.  The  street  was  totally  deserted.  Each  hour  seemed 
like  a day,  each  day  like  a year.  No  news  reached  them,  but  they  knew, 
saw  and  felt  the  battle  raging  around  them.  At  night  they  saw  the  bullets 
fired  from  both  directions. 

January  16th,  1945.  It  was  night.  The  noise  of  the  gunfire  could  be 
heard  uninterruptedly,  and  it  was  impossible  to  sleep.That  night  they  had 
the  clear  sensation  that  the  moment  of  liberation  was  close,  but  they 
dared  not  mention  it,  lest  the  bestial  revenge  of  one  of  the  Arrow-Cross 
fiends  reach  them  at  the  last  minute,  or  lest  the  building  collapse  before 
the  liberators  reached  them. 

January  17th,  1945.  Morning.  In  the  dawn,  they  could  hardly  believe 
their  eyes,  burning  from  the  many  sleepless  hours.  Disarmed  Hungarian 
and  German  soldiers  were  being  led  by  Russian  soldiers,  armed  with 
machine-guns. 

Toronto,  1985 


Reminiscences  of  Paul  Kent  — Schwartz  Pali 
Resident  of  Toronto,  about  his  Grandparents 


Although  I was  only  born  in  Ujhely  and  never  lived  there,  I always 
considered  myself  as  belonging  to  that  town.  My  grandparents  lived  there 
until  the  last  minute.  1 should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  their  dear  memory. 

I think  everybody  in  Ujhely  knew  Uncle  Schwartz,  my  grandfather, 
from  the  hospital,  and  my  grandmother.  They  spent  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives  in  the  hospital  of  the  Hevra  Kaddisha,  working  hand  in  hand 
from  dawn  to  dusk  for  forty  years.  When  in  1934  they  won  the  first  prize 
in  the  State  Lottery  they  donated  most  of  the  money  to  the  poor  and 
deprived,  to  the  Hevra  Kaddisha,  and  to  other  charitable  causes. 

They  were  God-loving,  pious,  honest,  true  Jews.  May  God  grant  them 
eternal  peace. 

Toronto,  1984 
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After  a short  while  the  gate  opened,  somebody  left,  and  Jacob, 
gathering  up  all  his  strength  hurled  himself  into  the  building  through  the 
half-opened  door.  He  lay  on  the  floor,  but  he  was  inside!  Within  seconds, 
his  good  friends,  Micu  and  Zsoka,  the  ones  who  had  sent  him  the  free 
pass,  surrounded  him.  He  spent  the  night  in  the  cellar,  joining  a crowd  of 
several  hundred.  (Later  this  figure  swelled  to  3000).  Here  he  shared  the 
tale  of  his  bitter  experiences  with  his  friend  Jumi,  from  Ujhely. 

During  the  siege  and  bombardment  of  Budapest  the  news  reaching 
them  from  the  outside  got  worse  all  the  time.  The  Arrow-Cross  killings 
reached  a peak.  The  police  raids  selected  their  victims  even  in  front  of  the 
Glass  House,  and  in  spite  of  the  police  control,  the  Arrow-Cross  thugs 
tried  to  force  their  way  into  the  building.  At  the  same  time  the  gendarmes 
sought  to  reach  the  courtyard  through  the  roof  Their  aim  was  clear,  but 
the  firm  stand  of  the  Swiss  Consul  and  his  violent  protests  saved  the 
situation.  Within  the  building  the  people's  health,  as  well  as  the  food  sup- 
ply deteriorated  gradually,  while  the  congestion  grew  worse. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  a modest  rescue  operation  got  under  way  which 
ultimately  saved  innumerable  lives.  Several  thousand  forged  free  passes 
were  issued.  A “Housing-Allocation  Office"  was  set  up  and  Jacob  and  his 
comrades  set  out,  under  police  escort,  to  transfer  the  inhabitants  of  the 
houses  marked  with  the  yellow  star  into  the  “Protected  Houses".  The 
device  worked,  and  the  “Protected  Houses"  were  relatively  safe. 

On  a December  day  they  arrived  belatedly  at  a house  marked  by  the 
star,  as  usual  under  police  escort  as  employees  of  the  Swiss  Embassy.  The 
majority  of  the  tenants  were  already  lined  up  to  proceed  to  the  ghetto. 
With  a list  of  names  in  his  hands,  Jacob  turned  to  the  Arrow-Cross  com- 
mander, requesting  release  of  those  on  the  list,  since  they  had  been  issued 
free  passes.  The  commander  refused  to  accept  the  documents,  and  in 
reply  pushed  him  too  into  the  line.  Fortunately,  a nearby  police  officer, 
whose  help  he  summoned,  accepted  his  papers.  The  commander  had  no 
choice  but  to  respect  the  officer’s  rank,  but  before  releasing  him,  he  hit 
Jacob  over  the  head  with  his  gun.  Fortunately  his  fur-cap  protected  him 
from  the  heavy  blow,  but  for  weeks  to  come  he  suffered  from  dizziness 
and  headaches.  Following  a week's  recuperation  he  renewed  his  work  in 
the  office  for  “Housing-Allocation"  and  had  as  many  people  as  possible 
transferred  into  the  “Protected  Houses". 

By  mid-December  the  city  became  a battle-field.  Mortars  and  artillery 
fire  caused  considerable  damage,  and  traffic  in  the  streets  came  to  a vir- 
tual standstill.  Thus,  one  afternoon,  he  was  unable  to  return  to  Vadasz 
Street  from  the  office  for  “House-Allocation",  located  on  Pozsonyi  Street. 
He  was  stuck  there  with  one  of  his  friends,  and  witnessed  the  blood-bath 
committed  by  the  Arrow-Cross  gangsters  on  the  shores  of  the  Danube. 
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Three  Months  — A Narrative  about  Jacob  Steindler,  Ldszlo, 

now  a Resident  of  Toronto 


When  on  the  1 5th  of  October,  1 944,  Szalasi  and  the  Arrow-Cross 
leaders  came  to  power  the  fate  of  the  Jewish  population  of  Budapest  was 
sealed.  The  announced  aim  was  annihilation  of  Jewry.  Deportation  was 
only  partly  successful,  in  view  of  the  proximity  of  the  Russian  front. 
Even  those  who  had  forged  Christian  papers,  did  not  always  possess  the 
document  necessary  to  prove  exemption  from  military  service.  However, 
even  in  cases  when  all  the  necessary  papers  were  available,  if  somebody 
looked  as  if  he  might  be  a Jew,  a body  search  and  examination  were  per- 
formed. In  many  cases  the  victim  was  shot  dead  on  the  spot. 

The  20th  of  October.  The  Arrow-Cross  militiamen  entered  the  houses 
marked  with  the  yellow  star,  gathered  all  the  men  and  drove  them  on 
foot  in  the  direction  of  Godollo.  The  march  lasted  several  days,  during 
which  the  military  personnel  took  over  the  supervision.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Godollo,  bordering  the  royal  estate,  they  were  ordered  to  dig  anti-tank 
trenches.  The  work  was  not  completed,  the  advance  of  the  Russian  army 
compelling  them  to  withdraw,  this  time  in  the  direction  of  Budapest.  The 
march  on  the  highway  lasted  several  days  while  the  rumor  spread  among 
the  men  that  the  destination  was  not  Budapest,  but  Austria.  Jacob  Stein- 
dler and  one  of  his  comrades  was  responsible  for  the  kitchen  equipment 
loaded  on  an  ox-cart.  In  the  late  afternoon  of  the  November  dusk  they 
dimly  made  out  an  approaching  tram  which  commuted  between  Ujpest 
and  Pest.  Their  plan  was  obvious.  Since  the  marchers  followed  the 
tracks,  and  the  tram  slowed  down  on  the  curve,  he  jumped  onto  the 
moving  car  without  looking  around,  and  thanks  to  the  darkness  and  the 
overcrowding  of  the  tram  he  reached  Budapest  undisturbed. 

There  were  no  more  men  left  in  the  house  where  Jacob  lived  in 
Budapest,  hence  he  had  to  be  careful  not  to  be  detected  by  the  concierge. 
This  could  have  proven  fatal.  Stealthily  he  climbed  the  stairs  to  the  em- 
pty apartment.  Much  unopened  mail  had  accumulated  over  the  weeks 
and  among  the  papers  was  a Swiss  free  pass.  Under  no  circumstances 
could  he  stay  there  in  a house  marked  by  the  yellow  star,  where  he  was 
bound  to  be  detected.  He  had  to  get  to  the  Glass  House  in  Vadasz  Street, 
where  in  the  past  he  had  met  the  members  of  the  Zionist  movement. 
Avoiding  the  Arrow-Cross  militia  raids  on  the  way,  he  managed  to  reach 
the  building.  A small  group  was  gathered  in  front.  Entrance  into  the 
building  of  the  Swiss  Embassy  was  possible  only  with  the  permission  of  a 
policeman,  stationed  in  front. 
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have  been  animals  in  a zoo,  rather  than  human  beings. 
Toronto,  1984 


The  Reminiscences  of  Zoltdn  Friedmann 
at  Present  in  North  Holl>ivood,  Calif. 


“We  were  denied  the  possibility  of  pursuing  higher  studies  and  the 
normal  conditions  of  life  were  totally  restricted  — all  this  even  before 
the  ghettos  were  set  up.  In  the  ghetto  we  were  confined  in  our  freedom 
of  movement,  robbed  of  our  human  dignity;  our  valuables  and  all  our 
personal  belongings  were  confiscated,  everything  taken  away  that 
belonged  to  us.  I was  eye-witness  to  atrocities  in  which  the  gendarmes 
and  the  anti-Semitic  population  beat  up  and  tortured  children  and  elderly 
people. 

“In  Auschwitz  I was  assigned  to  heavy  forced  labor,  was  beaten  up 
and  subsisted  on  a starvation  diet.  At  the  time  of  the  liberation  I was  a 
so-called  'moslem’,  a term  which  designated  those  who  were  thinned 
down  to  an  extent  where  there  was  nothing  left  but  skin  and  bones.  My 
parents  and  sisters  were  sent  to  the  gas-chambers  upon  their  arrival  in 
Auschwitz.  A similar  fate  befell  many  of  my  relatives,  my  aunts,  uncles 
and  cousins  and  many  of  my  childhood  friends.  All  of  them  became  the 
victims  of  the  blind  and  unrestrained  hate  and  inhumanity  of  the  Nazis. 

“Claiming  that  they  were  a master  race,  the  Germans  deprived  us  of 
all  our  civilian  aijd  human  rights  and  committed  the  most  terrible  crimes 
against  us.” 

Following  is  a list  of  the  relatives  of  Zoltan  Friedmann  who  perished  in 
the  Holocaust: 

“Friedman  Aladar,  my  father,  and  Friedman  Zsofia,  my  mother,  both 
of  whom  I saw  for  the  last  time  on  June  5th,  1 944,  the  last  date  I know 
of  their  existence;  Friedman  (Lichter)  Lydia,  my  sister;  Mr.  Weisz  Henrik, 
my  aunt;  Mrs.  Rothbart  Gyula,  my  aunt;  Rothbart  Markus  and  wife,  my 
aunt  and  uncle;  Friedmann  Dezso  and  wife,  my  aunt  and  uncle;  Fried- 
mann Laszlo,  my  cousin;  Weisz  Andor  and  Rozsi,  my  cousins;  Bardos 
Jeno,  Helen  and  lion,  my  cousins;  Weisz  Hermina,  Samu,  Sanyi,  Laci, 
Lili,  my  cousins;  Friedmann  Ede  and  Vilma,  my  aunt  and  uncle  and  their 
children:  Rothbart  Tibor,  my  cousin;  Weiszberger  Marci,  Rozsi,  Marika, 
my  cousins;  and  innumerable  other  relatives  and  good  friends.” 

Hollywood,  1984 
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brothers  and  transferred  to  Miihldorf  as  the  commander’s  batman.  There 
he  fell  ill  with  spotted  fever  and  found  himself  among  the  other  gravely 
ill  deportees,  of  whom  1000  were  put  into  the  cattle-cars.  By  the  time 
they  reached  the  next  stop  only  600  were  still  alive.  Twenty-four  hours 
later,  only  300.  Dr.  Szekely,  the  chief  physician  of  the  Jewish  Hospital, 
died  alongside  him.  From  here  he  went  back  to  Allach  on  foot,  where, 
together  with  his  brothers,  he  was  liberated. 

One  of  his  unforgettable  memories  of  the  deportation  is,  when  one  of 
the  Kapos,  about  whom  a book  was  written  in  England  after  the  war, 
bearing  the  title  ‘‘Jew  Killer”,  and  who  alone  killed  ten  thousand  Jews, 
announced  that  whoever  ate  on  Yom  Kippur  would  receive  a double  por- 
tion of  food  and  a bottle  of  beer!  In  spite  of  the  tempting  offer  not  one  of 
them  was  prepared  to  give  up  fasting. 

He  admits  that  there  were  honest  Germans  as  well,  for  instance  one  of 
the  railway  guards  who  daily  brought  a piece  of  bread  with  margarine 
and  jam  for  Fischer  Tibi,  of  Kisvarda,  who  at  the  time  was  only  thirteen 
years  old. 

He  points  out,  that  although  they  had  no  weapons,  they  did  not  lack 
courage.  Seeing  his  father  being  beaten  with  a gun  by  a gendarme,  his 
brother  fell  upon  the  guard  and  slapped  him.  Of  course  his  brother  paid  a 
very  high  price  for  this.  He  was  beaten  up  until  his  back  was  covered 
with  blood.  The  marks  of  the  beating  are  visible  to  this  day. 

He  weighed  a hundred  pounds  at  the  time  of  the  liberation,  and  a Ger- 
man who  “was  very  fond  of  me”  fed  him.  He  returned  home  together 
with  his  brothers.  He  got  married,  they  had  a child,  and  remained  in 
Ujhely  for  another  two  years. 

Today  he  lives  in  Toronto.  He  has  visited  Ujhely  twice.  The  first  visit 
shook  him  deeply.  As  befitting  a Jew  from  Ujhely,  he  first  looked  for  the 
synagogue  and  was  shocked  to  find  no  trace  left  of  the  Hasidic 
synagogue;  a house  had  been  built  on  its  location.  The  Status-quo 
synagogue  was  in  ruins.  “My  heart  sank...  I went  to  the  cemetery,  and 
left  immediately  thereafter.  “Zinner  Muki,  Weiser  Patyu,  Uncle  Menczel 
and  Deutsch  were  in  Ujhely  at  that  time. 

He  visited  Ujhely  for  the  second  time  in  1975,  but  this  time  he  knew 
what  to  exiDect  and  that  made  things  easier  for  him. 

In  conclusion,  he  turns  to  his  grandchildren:  Al  tishkehu!  Don’t  ever 
forget!  There  is  nothing  that  c^n  be  added,  he  believes.  Neither  American 
Jewry,  or  for  that  matter  anybody  else  who  was  not  personally  involved 
can  ever  be  able  to  grasp  fully  what  the  Jews  of  Europe  had  been 
through.  To  those  who  were  watching  from  the  sidelines,  or  from  over- 
seas, the  atrocities  and  the  deportations  were  somehow  remote.  They 
themselves  were  not  affected.  The  figures  they  saw  could  just  as  well 
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school,  where  everybody  was  searched  Thereafter  the  inhabitants  of 
three  or  four  houses  were  crowded  into  one  house  within  a closed  quar- 
ter of  the  town,  all  this  under  the  supervision  of  the  gendarmes  and  the 
Germans.  We  were  in  the  ghetto  for  seven  or  eight  weeks,  from  Easter  to 
Shavuot.  Life  there  was  hard  and  we  were  not  allowed  to  leave.  My  late 
father  organized  a so-called  “people‘s  kitchen^  for  those  who  were  unab- 
le to  look  after  themselves.  I retained  several  memories  from  my  work  in 
the  ghetto  office.  I remember  that  there  were  5611  persons  in  the  ghetto 
and  only  about  ten  succeeded  in  escaping.  I know  about  some  who  hid  in 
cellars,  and  a few  of  these  are  still  alive.  One  family  was  saved  by  me  — 
Ortner,  the  son-in-law  of  Berger  the  glazier,  and  his  family  who  live  in 
Vienna  today.  Those  who  fell  ill  were  transferred  to  the  Status-quo 
school,  were  given  straw  mattresses,  and  were  looked  after  by  Jewish 
nurses  and  by  the  physicians  of  the  Jewish  Hospital* ‘. 

He  reports  in  vivid  and  touching  terms  how  his  mother  sent  him  to  the 
rabbi  of  Keresztur  to  bring  him  the  traditional  cheese  kreplach  for 
Shavuot.  She  was  the  only  one  from  among  the  ghetto  women  who 
prepared  the  dish  in  these  difficult  days.  Just  then  Engel,  from  Tokaj,  was 
being  dragged  away  from  his  rabbi.  He  saw  how  Engel  was  beaten  up 
until  he  was  half-dead,  for  having  said  that  he  preferred  to  die  rather  than 
leave  his  rabbi.  He  was  taken  away,  anyhow,  without  his  rabbi. 

After  the  third  transport  had  left,  the  remaining  Jews  were  ordered  to 
move  into  the  Gypsy  settlement,  while  the  Gypsies  were  transferred  into 
the  vacated  Jewish  homes.  He  reports  on  the  revolt  that  broke  out  in  the 
prison  of  Ujhely,  where  prisoners  from  Ujvidek  and  Zenta  were  held, 
among  them  quite  a number  of  Jewish  girls  and  boys.  They  killed  several 
Germans,  broke  out  of  the  prison  and  escaped.  The  majority  were  caught 
and  shot  on  the  spot. 

He  missed  the  date  on  which  he  was  supposed  to  report  for  the  Labor 
Service  camp,  and  in  this  way  got  into  the  ghetto  and  from  there,  a week 
after  Shavuot,  was  transported  to  Birkenau.  There,  on  the  suggestion  of 
Brunnel  Laci  — he  applied  for  work  together  with  sixty  others  from 
Ujhely.  They  were  sent  to  Allach,  near  Dachau  in  a group  of  500. 
Earlier,  after  having  been  separated  from  his  brothers,  he  was  assigned  to 
a unit  which  was  to  leave  for  Warsaw,  while  Baum  Menyhert,  separated 
from  his  father,  was  among  those  to  leave  for  Dachau.  Just  one  glance 
between  the  two  young  men  sufficed  to  make  them  change  places  surrep- 
titiously. “I  returned  — while  Baum  Menyu  never  got  back.“ 

In  Allach,  they  were  attached  to  the  Todt  Organization,  repairing 
railroad  tracks,  which  the  Americans  bombed  at  noon,  and  the  English  at 
3 p.m.  This  work  lasted  from  July- August,  1944,  until  about  three  weeks 
before  the  end  of  the  war.  At  this  stage  he  was  again  separated  from  his 
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Israeli  professor,  Jehuda  Bauer  — “Resistance  in  the  Camps’’,  he  remem- 
bered his  own  resistance  in  Dornhau.  Together  with  one  of  his 
comrades,  a radio-technician,  they  built  a clandestine  radio  receiver  and 
listened  to  the  Allied  broadcasts,  — all  this  in  a concentration  camp  on 
German  soil.  (For  those  who  have  not  been  through  German  hell,  this 
may  not  have  a special  significance.  But  one  should  remember  that  if 
they  had  been  discovered,  listening  to  the  radio,  irrespective  of  whether 
they  were  hearing  the  news  or  any  other  program,  they  would  have  been 
shot  on  the  spot.)  With  the  approach  of  the  Russian  army,  they  were 
taken  to  Bergen- Belsen,  and  then  to  Rostov,  where  they  were  assigned 
the  restoration  of  a bombed-out  oil-refinery.  At  the  beginning  of  May 
they  were  liberated  by  the  Russians. 

He  somehow  managed  to  return  to  Ujhely,  where  he  found  his 
younger  sister.  “Out  of  a community  originally  numbering  about  5000 
souls,  only  some  250  returned,  and  even  these  250  included  those  who 
lived  in  the  neighboring  villages,  but  considered  it  senseless  to  go  back 
there.” 

In  1948  he  participated  in  the  Israel  War  of  Independence.  He  married, 
and  a daughter  was  born  to  him  in  Israel.  In  1956  he  left  for  Canada, 
where  his  son,  now  a doctor,  was  born. 

“Here  at  the  age  of  33,  when  others  were  already  more  or  less  well- 
established,  I began  my  studies.  I tried  to  make  up  for  what  I had  missed 
until  then.  In  ten  years  I obtained  four  degrees  — one  B.A.,  two  Masters’ 

degrees  and  one  Ph.D.  I can  thus  fill  a respectable  position  in  the  Jewish 
community  of  Toronto.  I feel  that  I can  also  show  achievements  in  the 
field  of  Jewish  education.  I think  I have  contributed  to  its  development. 
Perhaps  I could  have  become  a successful  businessman,  or  could  have 
chosen  other  professions,  but  I felt  it  as  my  vocation  to  devote  myself  to 
Jewish  education.  And  this  gives  my  life  a special  meaning. “ 

Toronto,  1984 


Reminiscences  of  the  Ghetto  in  Ujhely  and  thereafter 
by  Yitzhak-Icsu  Hamermann,  Resident  of  Toronto 

“My  name  is  Imre  Hamermann.  At  home  they  called  me  Icsu. 
Everybody  knew  the  Hamermann  family  in  Ujhely.  We  were  a very, 
very  big  family.  My  father  was  a deeply  religious  man,  and  naturally  the 
family  was  too.  Our  slogan  was  Torah  and  Avoda.  We  were  six  boys  at 
home. 

When  the  ghetto  was  set  up,  we  had  to  register  at  the  Status-quo 
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very  early  age  still  in  Hungary;  the  other,  — Zvi  Dov  — was  with  me  in 
the  concentration  camp.  One  night,  after  the  liberation,  while  gravely  ill, 
he  was  run  over  by  the  train  that  was  to  take  him  home.  In  Ujhely  I had 
seven  uncles,  and  the  extended  family,  every  member  of  which  lived  in 
Ujhely  numbered  at  least  eighty  souls.  Except  for  six  or  seven,  all  the 
others  were  victims  of  the  Holocaust.  Some  of  them  live  in  Israel,  others 
have  passed  away.  One  uncle  and  one  aunt  live  in  New  York,  but  they 
were  lucky  enough  to  leave  Ujhely  before  the  terrible  times  started.” 

Six  or  seven  out  of  eighty! 

He  first  went  to  the  heder  and  finished  six  grades  in  the  Jewish 
elementary  school,  followed  by  two  more  grades  in  the  public  school. 
Looking  back  on  his  education,  he  now  states  that  having  grown  up  in  a 
small  place  he  could  acquire  only  a minimal  knowledge  and  experience 
”and  we  were  naive  to  the  utmost”.  They  did,  however,  have  alert  minds 
and  were  even  prepared  for  minor  rebellions.  He  remembers  something 
that  was  strictly  forbidden:  the  rabbi  listened  to  the  BBC  broadcasts,  and 
the  young  pupils  served  as  guards  so  as  to  ensure  that  he  could  transmit 
the  news  to  others  as  well.  A typical  sign  of  his  inexperience:  up  to  the 
time  of  his  deportation,  he  had  never  left  his  native  town,  except  to  go  to 
Sarospatak,  about  eight  miles  away.  As  a Yeshiva  student  he  was  not 
allowed  to  read  the  newspapers.  The  fact  that  he  trained  for  a profession 
was  considered  a rebellion.  He  began  his  training  as  an  electrician  with  a 
non-Jew,  and  at  first  he  hid  his  ritual  earlocks  behind  his  ears.  Later  he 
had  them  cut  off,  which  in  his  family  was  considered  almost  as  great  a 
tragedy  as  if  he  had  left  the  Jewish  faith. 

He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  taken  to  the  ghetto.  The  house  they 
lived  in  was  at  first  within  the  area  of  the  ghetto,  but  as  the  area  of  the 
ghetto  was  narrowed,  they  had  to  move  into  another  house.  Some  of  the 
boys  from  the  Bnei  Akiva  movement  raised  the  possibility  of  resistance. 
‘‘We  sensed  that  something  terrible  was  going  to  happen  to  us,  and  we 
wanted  to  be  prepared  for  it,  to  do  something,  but  by  then  the  second 
transport  — including  myself — was  getting  under  way...”  There  was  a 
young  boy  of  Polish-Jewish  origin  in  the  wagon,  who  had  already  been 
in  the  internment  camp  of  Garany  and  he  gave  us  to  understand  where 
we  were  headed  for  and  what  was  in  store  for  us.  We  did  not  believe 
him.  We  arrived  in  Auschwitz  on  the  first  day  of  the  Hebrew  month  of 
Sivan.  He  had  told  us  the  truth...” 

Ten  days  later,  together  with  his  brother,  he  was  transported  to  Dor- 
nhau,  where  he  served  as  the  electrician  of  the  camp.  “It  was  thanks  to 
this  work  that  I survived;  those  who  had  to  perform  harder  work,  had  a 
different  fate”. 

Much  later,  when  as  a free  person  he  listened  to  the  lecture  of  the 
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In  November- December,  1944  they  were  taken  over  by  the  SS  who 
transferred  them  to  Harka.  Shmil  Szamet  contracted  typhoid  fever  in 
February.  On  the  first  day  of  Passover,  1945,  a Friday  afternoon,  he  was 
ordered  to  participate  in  the  line-up  in  spite  of  his  16-day  illness  and 
badly  deteriorated  state  of  health.  They  were  given  the  order  to  march  to 
Mauthausen.  Shmil  Szamet  and  a few  hundred  other  sick  inmates  of  the 
camp,  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  start  the  march  and  they 
remained  in  their  barns.  The  following  morning  the  barns  were  surroun- 
ded by  SS  men,  and  then  the  miracle  happened.  In  the  early  dawn  sun- 
shine the  prisoners,  completely  weakened  and  expecting  nothing  better 
than  death,  saw  that  the  SS  men  were  surrounded  and  being  searched  by 
Russian  soldiers.  They  were  saved  — free!  It  was  the  27th  of  March, 
1945. 

He  returned  to  Satoraljaujhely,  married  his  wife’s  sister.  Rose,  and 
they  lived  there  from  May,  1945,  to  September,  1946.  Via  Kassa  and 
Prague  they  left  for  the  United  States,  to  join  his  father  who  had  been 
there  since  1937.  His  mother  received  an  emigration  visa  from  her 
husband,  but  the  day  she  was  due  to  leave  and  was  tearfully  saying  good- 
by  to  her  children,  she  was  handed  a cable  from  the  Cunard  Lines  Ship- 
ping Co.  notifying  her  that  because  of  the  war  the  ship  would  not  sail. 
No  tickets  were  available  for  other  boats  sailing  to  the  United  States,  and 
thus  his  mother  had  to  remain  and  ended  her  life  in  Auschwitz. 

The  rest  of  their  story  is  already  known  from  Shmuel  Szamet’s  wife, 
Rose,  who  gave  an  account  of  her  children  and  their  happy  family  life. 
Her  husband  adds  that  in  March,  1947,  they  came  to  Canada  where  he 
became  a successful  building  contractor.  His  only  regret  is  that  he  had 
not  gone  to  Canada  twenty  five  years  earlier. 

Toronto,  1985 


The  Migrations  of  Edmond  Y.  Lipsitz  (Yehuda  Lipsitz  — Yidu)  — 

now  a Resident  of  Toronto 


"'My  name  is  Yehuda  Lipsitz,  better  known  as  Yidu.  Today  I am  Ed- 
mond Y.  Lipsitz.  I was  born  in  Satoraljaujhely  on  the  7th  of  December 
1925.  My  father's  name  was  Yitzhak  Lipsitz,  my  mothers  Shiflfra  — 
Sarolta  — Lipsitz.  My  father  was  an  employee  of  his  brother  and  the 
firm  was  known  as  Berger-Lipsitz.  My  mother  had  her  own  store,  mainly 
for  fashion-conscious  ladies,  where  she  sold  girdles.  We  were  five 
children  — I had  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  One  of  the  boys  died  at  a 
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arrived.  My  other  sister,  who  also  had  seven  children,  lived  to  see  the 
liberation,  and  even  informed  her  husband  that  they  would  soon  be  on 
their  way  home,  when  a car  filled  with  SS  ruffians  stopped  in  front  of 
their  barracks  and  set  fire  to  it.  All  the  eighty  or  ninety  occupants  were 
burned  to  death.  Her  husband,  my  brother-in-law,  Schifmann  and  one  son 
survived.  The  husband  of  my  sister,  who  lost  her  life  in  Auschwitz,  is 
also  my  cousin,  and  thus  his  name  too  is  Szamet.  He  survived  and  today 
lives  in  Brooklyn.  My  eldest  brother,  Saje,  also  has  seven  children.  His 
wife  and  two  smaller  children  were  in  Vienna,  while  he  and  his  five 
elder  children  survived  in  various  camps.  Miraculously,  all  seven 
children,  his  wife  and  my  brother  survived  and  today  live  a happy  and 
contented  life  in  Brooklyn  with  all  the  children  who  by  now  are  married. 
This  brother  passed  away  last  year  at  the  age  of  80.” 

His  mother,  his  wife,  Rose‘s  elder  sister,  and  their  six-year-old  girl  lost 
their  lives  in  Auschwitz.  If  anybody  can  still  think  clearly  after  such 
terrible  reports,  let  him  try  to  make  an  account  of  all  the  loved  ones  lost 
in  the  immediate  family  of  one  person. 

From  May,  1940,  to  November,  1944,  Shmuel  worked  in  various 
labor  camps.  At  the  beginning  of  1944  he  lived  together  with  his  com- 
mander in  the  mountains  of  Maramaros  and  served  as  clerk  in  the  unit. 
There  follows  the  gravest  accusation  of  Shmuel  Szamet,  after  the  long  list 
of  his  terrible  losses.  Every  Wednesday  the  commander  attended  a 
weekly  briefing,  held  by  his  superiors  at  the  district  headquarters.  On  his 
return  from  one  of  these  briefings,  the  commander,  Nagysomkuti  Mercse 
Leonidasz,  told  Shmuel  Szamet:  ”1  have  some  news  for  you.  At  the  of- 
ficers meeting  today  one  of  the  generals  gave  a report.  All  I can  tell  you 
is  that  your  loved  ones  are  being  deported,  and  do  not  expect  them  back, 
because  they  will  all  be  burned  alive”.  This  was  much  before  it  actually 
occurred.  The  claim  by  the  responsible  Hungarians  and  Germans  that 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was  happening  was  therefore  untrue. 
These  officers  met  weekly  and  had  precise  information  — officially  — on 
what  was  going  on.  They  not  only  discussed  the  happenings,  but  planned 
them  systematically! 

This  Nagysomkuty  was  a bloody  anti-Semite  as  became  very  clear,  in 
his  introductory  speech:  ‘‘We  will  kill  you  all  off.”  But  at  the  end,  when 
the  train  was  on  its  way  to  Galicia  and  the  Ukraine,  he  asked  for  a 
civilian  coat  with  a yellow  ribbon  so  that  he  would  be  taken  prisoner  in 
this  clothing.  From  that  time  on  his  behaviour  improved.  On  the  advice 
of  one  of  the  unit  members  in  the  forced  labor  camp,  Menyhert  Mit- 
tlemann,  he  even  arranged  with  a general  in  the  Hungarian  headquarters 
in  the  Galician  Stanislav  that  the  unit  although  destined  for  the  Ukraine, 
should  remain  within  Hungarian  borders. 
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occupied  the  area  — and  they  were  liberated. 

On  her  return  from  the  deportation  she  found  that  two  of  her  sisters 
had  perished  during  the  Holocaust.  She  married  her  late  sister’s  husband, 
her  brother-in-law.  In  1946  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  where 
their  two  children  were  born.  Her  son  is  a Professor  of  Philosophy  at 
Brandeis  University  and  her  daughter  is  a psychoanalyst,  married  to  a 
psychologist.  Their  daughter-in-law  is  in  the  same  field. 

They  lead  a comfortable  life.  The  children  are  Orthodox,  cherishing 
tradition.  “Perhaps  my  faith  is  not  quite  as  strong  as  was  that  of  my 
father,  but  our  present  way  of  life  does  not  differ  much  from  what  it  used 
to  be,  except  perhaps  in  our  attitude  to  the  sciences.  However  my  home 
as  well  as  that  of  my  children  is  an  Orthodox  Jewish  home  and  the  food 
strictly  kosher.” 

“I  hope  that  never  again  will  such  a tragedy  occur  — neither  in  our 
times,  nor  in  those  of  the  generations  to  follow.” 

Her  account  ends  on  a note  of  lyrical  beauty.  She  describes  how  on 
Friday  nights,  following  the  traditional  singing  of  zmirot,  she  would 
recount  her  story  to  her  son  and  daughter,  from  their  earliest  childhood, 
each  time  a different  chapter  of  her  life.  At  times  they  would  cry,  at 
others  laugh  — but  in  due  course,  through  these  tales,  they  became 
familiar  with  her  entire  life. 

“I  told  them  that  the  lesson  to  be  learned  from  these  accounts  is  that 
whatever  happens,  if  one  remains  firm  in  his  faith  he  is  not  lost.  This 
trust  and  confidence  is  the  legacy  my  late  father  left  to  me.” 

Toronto,  1985. 


Testimony  of  Shmuel  (Imre)  Szamet 


The  opening  remarks  of  Shmuel  (Imre)  Szamet,  husband  of  Rose, 
should  be  blared  by  loudspeakers  into  the  ears  of  all  who  cast  a doubt 
over  the  existence  of  Auschwitz  and  the  Holocaust,  with  its  six  million 
victims. 

“I  was  born  on  the  22nd  of  February  1913,  in  Satoraljaiijhely.  My 
father’s  name  was  Joel,  my  mother’s  Sarah.  We  were  seven  children  at 
home,  four  boys  and  three  girls.  One  sister,  Anna,  and  one  brother, 
Pavel,  died  before  the  war.  Of  the  remaining  five  only  Saje  and  I survived 
the  war.  One  brother  and  two  sisters  perished  during  the  Holocaust.  This 
brother,  his  wife  and  four  children,  were  in  a camp  near  Vienna,  and  all 
survived,  but  my  brother  died  one  day  after  the  liberation.  One  sister, 
together  with  her  seven  children,  was  killed  as  soon  as  the  transport 


194 


and  well  organized,  yet  for  a young  girl  the  week-days  were  boring,  and 
that  is  why  she  wanted  to  learn  a trade. 

The  isolation  and  purity  of  their  family  life  underwent  a radical  change 
as  the  dark  clouds  of  war  gathered  overhead.  Among  the  boys  from 
Ujhely  serving  in  the  labor-camp  was  a young  man  from  Gyongyos, 
Dezso  Barun.  She  met  him  because  they  provided  kosher  food  for  his 
barracks.  When  the  family  was  taken  to  the  ghetto,  he  provided  Rose  and 
her  younger  sister,  Agi  with  Christian  documents  in  order  to  save  their 
lives.  However  the  father  would  not  hear  of  this:  ‘Tt  is  out  of  the 
question  to  live  as  a Christian  with  Christian  papers!  And  under  all  cir- 
cumstances the  family  has  to  stay  together ’... 

“We  left  the  city  "with  the  fourth  transport.  While  he  was  praying  on 
the  train  one  morning,  with  tefilin  and  talit  on.  I said  to  himiTather,  all 
those  whom  you  see  here  in  the  cattle-car,  women,  children,  babies  as 
well  as  the  men  — all,  without  exception  — are  going  to  their  death!’ 
My  father  looked  at  me  as  if  I were  a lunatic  and  said:  ‘How  can  you  talk 
like  that?’  Unfortunately,  I knew  the  answer.  I sensed  that  our  fate  was 
sealed  and  even  announced  it  to  the  inmates  of  this  terribly  crowded 
wagon.  Those  who  have  already  been  deprived  of  all  their  personal 
belongings,  their  most  personal  valuables  having  been  taken  away  by  the 
Germans,  and  being  dragged  away  as  they  are,  — the  lives  of  these 
people  will  not  be  spared. 

“The  reply  of  my  father  was:  ‘I  have  always  known  that  your  faith 
was  not  deep  enough,  not  sufficiently  well-based!’  ’’ 

From  the  perspective  of  forty  years  Rose  recalls:  “My  father  was  a 
deeply  religious  man,  who  just  could  not  imagine  that  God  would  not 
save  us.’’ 

Auschwitz.  The  selection.  With  500  other  young  women  she  was 
taken  first  to  Riga,  the  capital  of  Latvia,  where  they  worked  for  the  Ger- 
mans, and  then  to  Globlen,  near  Berlin,  where  they  worked  for  eight 
months  in  a munitions  factory.  As  the  Russian  and  American  armies 
closed  in  on  Berlin  they  marched  for  days,  or  maybe  for  weeks  fleeing 
from  the  Russians  in  the  direction  of  the  American  Army.  Among  the 
marchers  were  sisters  from  two  families  — the  Teitelman  sisters  and 
Rose  and  her  two  sisters.  They  stuck  together  through  thick  and  thin. 
One  night  the  youngest  of  all  the  sisters  announced  that  she  had  no  more 
strength  left.  Her  shoes  were  also  completely  worn  through...  They  knew 
that  if  they  left  her  there  it  would  be  her  end!  Consequently,  under  cover 
of  night  they  escaped  from  the  group  which  was  being  driven  on  by  the 
Germans,  and  found  a hide-out  in  the  mountains.  In  the  morning  a Ger- 
man soldier  showed  up  and  they  thought  this  was  the  end,  but  it  turned 
out  that  the  German  was  also  a fugitive.  Shortly  thereafter  a Russian  unit 
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the  Americans.  After  release  from  the  hospital  he  was  moved  into  a cen- 
tral camp  where  he  and  his  uncle  met  others  from  Ujhely,  such  as  Gyuszi 
Blumenfeld,  Odi  Alexander  and  Jeno  Reich.  With  a repatriation  con- 
tingent he  reached  his  home  in  August,  and  subsequently  left  Ujhely  for 
Budapest. 

After  completing  his  medical  studies,  specializing  in  X-Rays,  he  left 
Hungary  in  1956.  Arriving  in  Canada  he  had  his  diploma  approved,  com- 
pleted further  training  in  X-Ray,  and  worked  in  hospitals  in  Toronto  and 
the  provinces.  For  the  last  ten  years  or  so  he  has  had  a private  practice. 

'T  have  a family,  my  daughter  is  married  and  I have  a small  grand- 
child. We  are  fortunate  that  we  could  rebuild  our  lives.”  And  he  con- 
cludes: ‘T  saw  my  parents  for  the  last  time  in  February,  1944,  during  one 
of  my  rare  leaves  for  forty-eight  hours.  I had  their  names  engraved  on  the 
tombstone  of  my  paternal  grandfather,  together  with  the  names  of  those 
from  the  family  who  did  not  survive  the  Holocaust.” 

Toronto,  1984 


Memories  of  Rose  Szamet 


Rose  Szamet,  born  Rajce  Weisz,  a resident  of  Toronto,  remembers  her 
family  home,  her  religious  education,  her  youth  and  the  Holocaust.  She 
was  born  in  Mezokovesd  on  March  15,  1920,  the  daughter  of  Herman 
Weisz  and  Regina  (Hofstadter).  Her  father  was  a Shohet  and  Kantor  in 
Satoraljaujhely.  ”Out  of  nine  brothers  and  sisters  only  six  survived: 
Hajnal,  Mote,  Rajcu,  Soram,  Brochcsu  and  Blimcsu.  One  brother  died 
three  years  ago,  one  brother  and  one  sister  Mosje  and  Klari,  were  victims 
of  the  Holocaust”. 

She  grew  up  in  an  Orthodox  atmosphere,  in  a home  where  the  atten- 
tion of  the  parents  embraced  all  aspects  of  their  lives,  particularly  that  of 
the  girls.  But  within  this  framework,  questions  arose  in  her  mind  which 
disturbed  her.  Why  did  the  boys  learn  the  meaning  of  the  prayers, 
whereas  the  girls  were  not  given  this  opportunity?  “God  Almighty 
listens  to  your  prayer  — this  is  all  you  have  to  understand”,  her  father 
told  her.  And  when  after  finishing  school,  she  announced  that  she  wan- 
ted to  learn  dressmaking,  he  said:  “You  will  not  be  able  to  marry!  Who 
will  want  to  have  a seamstress  for  a wife?  You  are  pretty  and  bright  — 
there  is  no  need  for  you  to  learn  a craft!”  In  that  world  the  wish  of  a girl 
to  learn  a trade  was  so  much  out  of  the  ordinary,  that  her  father  did  not 
speak  to  her  for  two  weeks.  The  family  atmosphere  at  home  was  pleasant 
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cle,  which  organized  cultural  evenings  and  theater  performances  as  well. 
Rabbi  Samuel  Roth,  his  religious  teacher,  gave  his  blessing  to  these  ac- 
tivities and  legalized  them.  Since  the  Jewish  youth  had,  in  those  days 
very  limited  possibilities,  he  obtained  employment  in  an  industrial  plant 
where  he  worked  from  1939  to  1942  when  he  was  called  up  into  the 
Labor  Service.  He  built  border  fortifications  in  the  snow-capped  moun- 
tains of  Transylvania,  until  he  was  shipped  off  to  Ukraina  and  there  the 
news  of  the  German  occupation  of  Hungary  reached  him.  Following  the 
occupation,  a noticeable  change  occurred  in  the  attitude  towards  them  by 
the  Hungarian  supervising  military  personnel.  A sad  memory  with 
reference  to  Ujhely  from  those  days:  One  evening  while  they  were  lined 
up  to  receive  orders,  it  was  announced  that  Lajcsi  Schonfeld  had  been 
court- martial  led  and  executed  for  escape  or  attempt  to  escape. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  transportation  of  the  Jews  of  Karpatalja 
began.  He  heard  about  the  proclamation  of  Horthy  in  the  East  Car- 
pathians, and  with  the  total  collapse  of  the  front  was  moved  to  Ujhely 
together  with  the  military  units.  He  spent  one  night  in  the  loft  of  the 
wine-cellar  attached  to  the  Gorgey  House,  was  recognized,  bathed  and 
fed.  After  this  pleasant  one  night  episode  he  was  moved  westward  with 
his  unit,  arrived  in  Vac  and  from  there  with  the  help  of  his  sister  Magda 
escaped  to  Budapest  into  a protected  unit.  However  he  was  transported 
from  there  to  Balf  and  Hidegseg,  all  infamous,  notorious  places,  where  he 
was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  In  exceedingly  cold  weather 
they  were  housed  in  a barn,  their  food  was  close  to  nothing,  and  those 
caught  trying  to  obtain  supplementary  food,  were  shot  on  the  spot. 

In  early  spring  he  was  transferred  to  Austria  where,  together  with  his 
comrades  he  worked  for  the  Todt  Organization.  From  here  he  started  off 
on  foot  toward  Mauthausen.  He  learned  from  his  mates,  who  had  to 
bury  the  dead,  that  those  who  were  incapacitated  were  shot  dead.  Near  a 
place  called  Eisenerz  — a name  to  remember,  since  all  hell  broke  loose 
here,  — a one-armed  guard  organized  a blood-bath.  He  simply  fired  into 
the  unfortunate  marcher  with  his  machine-gun.  Blood  flowed  in 
streams  on  the  snow-covered  mountain  road.  The  wounded  were 
finished  off  by  the  other  guards.  Many  dropped  dead  on  the  way.  When 
they  reached  Mauthausen  — “We  really  did  not  have  to  do  anything 
anymore.  Here  and  there  people  were  shot  down,  but  most  of  them  died 
of  starvation’'.  In  mid- April  another  march  took  them  to  Gunskirchen, 
and  here  — for  all  those  who  still  survived  — the  war  ended.... 

He  witnessed  the  disappearance  of  the  guards  and  the  arrival  of  the 
American  troops.  He  left  the  barracks,  infested  with  vermin  and  corpses, 
and  with  his  uncle  went  to  the  house  of  a peasant.  After  becoming 
gravely  ill  with  typhoid  fever  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  established  by 
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same  compartment  with  the  Hungarian  Nazi  police  chief  of  the  city.  A 
train  carrying  German  soldiers,  waving  to  them,  overtook  them  on  the 
neighboring  track.  The  police  chief  noticed  disapprovingly  that  she 
refrained  from  waving  back,  and  remarked  that  these  soldiers  were 
fighting  for  them,  the  Hungarians  and  thus  certainly  deserved  to  be  taken 
notice  of  Carrying  his  digression  even  further  he  noted  sharply  that  after 
the  war,  the  traitors  would  be  hung  from  the  lampposts.  To  this  the 
young  girl  retorted:  “The  war  will  be  over  soon,  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  who  will  be  the  ones  to  hang  from  the  lampposts. “ Her  self- 
assurance  saved  her  at  the  railway  station  in  Vac,  and  she  succeeded 
in  having  her  brother  transferred  to  a protected  Labor  Service  Unit. 

The  climax  came  when  she  occasionally  “visited"  her  brother  whose 
unit  was  loading  ships  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  — and  this  while  the 
evacuation  of  the  Jews  of  Budapest  was  under  way  and  the  infamous 
Hungarian  Nazi  (Arrow-Cross)  regime  was  in  power!  She  remarked  later 
with  incredible  simplicity:  “I  could  do  it  since  I lived  in  Csaky  Street  and 
had  new  forged  identification  papers  in  my  possession."  Unfortunately 
her  brother  was  deported  in  spite  of  everything.  Physically  run  down,  she 
was  liberated  from  Csaky  Street  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  simple  saying  that  it  pays  to  be  courageous  and  daring  can  cer- 
tainly be  applied  to  Magda.  The  fact  that  she  survived  is  due  solely  to  her 
remarkable  courage  and  self-discipline. 


The  Story  of  Dr.  Leslie  Baumann 


Dr.  Leslie  Baumann  begins  his  reminiscences  at  a much  earlier  period. 
He  remembers  his  Status-quo  school,  and  his  first  teacher,  Samuel  Fodor, 
who  taught  him  the  alphabet.  He  recalls  with  admiration  Mozes  Feldmar, 
who  was  a teacher  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  and  whose  total 
devotion  made  him  an  outstanding  pedagogue  whose  excellent 
achievements  are  remembered  even  after  these  many  years.  This  eminent 
man  realized  that  preoccupation  with  the  prescribed  material  alone  was 
not  enough.  Fresh  air,  sunshine  and  physical  exercise  were  no  less  impor- 
tant. He  organized  memorable  gym-tests  together  with  Lesli  (Laszlo) 
Budai  from  the  Orthodox  school. 

In  the  higher  grades  Leslie  already  encountered  discrimination  though  in 
small  matters  only,  and  his  first  heartbreak  occurred  when  it  became 
clear  to  him  that  a Jewish  child  could  not  be  a member  of  the  scout 
group.  Since  this  was  true  for  other  educational  and  cultural  circles  as 
well,  the  youngsters  set  up  their  own  circle.  This  became  the  Singer  Cir- 
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Reminiscences  of  Magda  Gdrog  (N^  Baumann) 


Magda  Gdrog  (nee:  Baumann),  now  a resident  of  Toronto,  singles  out 
the  lawlessness  of  the  decrees  issued  during  that  dreadful  period,  such  as 
the  Yellow  Star,  curfew  and  the  setting  up  of  ghettos.  When  her  parents' 
store  was  closed  down,  she  realized  that  the  statement  by  the  Germans 
that  nobody  would  be  harmed  who  did  not  oppose  them,  was  a pure  lie. 
She  recalls  that  the  windows  of  the  houses  at  the  edge  of  the  ghetto  were 

boarded  up  or  whitewashed  so  that  the  tenants  could  not  see  what  was 
going  on  outside  of  the  ghetto,  or  those  outside  be  able  to  look  in.  In  the 
ghetto  she  lived  with  her  grandparents  at  6 Jusztus  Street.  The  congestion 
was  unbearable,  with  four  families  in  one  room,  each  family  occupying  a 
corner  of  the  room.  When  the  area  of  the  ghetto  was  narrowed,  they 
were  all  searched,  and  Jusztus  Street  was  filled  with  confiscated  goods. 
When  the  first  transports  were  about  to  start,  political  prisoners,  as  well 
as  patients  from  the  psychological  wards  were  transferred  into  the  ghetto. 

The  young  girl,  with  singular  perspicacity  realized  the  kind  of  fate  in 
store  for  these  people,  with  no  distinction  being  made  whether  one  can 
be  of  use  or  not,  whether  one  is  clever  or  stupid,  willing  to  accept  any 
fate,  or  whether  a declared  enemy.  “While  we  all  believed  that  we  were 
taken  for  work  and  the  families  would  stay  together,  with  family  mem- 
bers capable  of  work  supporting  the  disabled  ones  — I was  more 
pessimistic  than  the  rest,  and  had  only  one  strong  instinct:  I wanted  to 
save  my  life". 

What  follows  is  an  epic  of  female  ingenuity,  the  defiance,  audacity  and 
daring  of  youth.  The  young  girl  tore  off  the  yellow  star,  and  escapes  from 
a group  being  led  by  gendarmes  to  the  hospital.  With  one  change  of  un- 
derwear in  her  bag  she  left  for  Budapest.  On  her  arrival  at  the  Keleti 
railway  station  she  noticed  that  everyone  was  being  stopped  and 
requested  to  show  his  identification  papers.  Whenever  her  turn  came,* 
she  ingeniously  tricked  the  police  by  shouting:  “Daddy,  daddy,  they  want 
my  papers",  ran  after  a non-existent  daddy,  a man  who  had  already  been 
checked,  and  disappeared  in  the  crowd.  With  the  papers  of  a Christian 
friend  she  left  for  Balatonkenese  — under  the  pretext  of  a holiday!  After 
two  months,  she  returned  to  Budapest,  where  she  learned  from  a certain 
Lea  that  ten  days  after  she  had  left  Ujhely  her  parents  had  been  taken 
away  with  the  last  transport. 

Her  audacity  knew  no  limits.  She  left  for  Vac,  so  as  to  bring  her  brot- 
her Laci  (Leslie)  to  Budapest  into  a protected  Labor  Service  unit,  (Special 
units  for  privileged  individuals).  As  in  all  her  undertakings,  this  one  too 
was  crowned  with  success.  Travelling  to  Vac,  she  found  herself  in  the 
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hpd  escaped  from  Auschwitz  and  they  urged  everybody  to  flee  by 
recounting  what  would  be  in  store  for  them. 

It  took  four  days  to  reach  Auschwitz,  during  which  time  the  Jews 
received  neither  food  nor  drink.  The  lack  of  air  and  the  congestion  in  the 
cattle-cars  was  unimaginable. 

‘Throughout  my  life  I bear  the  burden  on  my  conscience  for  not 
having  taken  leave  of  my  mother,"  when  Mengele,  the  angel  of  death 
separated  the  mother  from  her  son,  during  the  selection,  says  Manson. 
This  is  what  our  people  are  like:  it  is  we  who  have  pangs  of  conscience, 
instead  of  the  barbarian  executioners,  who  sank  to  the  level  of  beasts! 
Manson  reached  Buchenwald,  together  with  Dr.  Ervin  Reichel,  a dentist, 
Miklos  (Nicholas)  Fuszter,  Bodner,  the  Manager  of  the  Italian  Bank,  and 
Schweiger.  Subsequently  they  were  removed  to  Jena,  where  cheap  labor 
force  was  required  to  rebuild  a factory  destroyed  by  American  bombing. 
The  work  completed,  the  factory  was  bombed  anew  and  this  happened 
there  more  times.  In  the  course  of  one  of  the  bombings  the  barber,  Klein, 
was  killed.  “It  was  thanks  to  God's  protection  that  we  did  not  have  more 
dead". 

In  January,  1 945,  as  the  Russians  approached,  the  Jews  were  transpor- 
ted in  open  wagons  to  Theresienstadt.  The  train  was  bombed,  and  the 
people  dispersed,  hiding  in  a nearby  forest.  They  were  caught  by  the  (Ger- 
mans, however,  and  most  were  shot.  With  most  of  them  already  lying 
dead,  frozen  in  their  blood,  an  SS  officer  decided  that  it  was  not  worth 
wasting  any  more  bullets  on  them  since  they  were  half-dead  anyhow. 
Thus  Manson  arrived  in  Theresienstadt,  which  the  Germans  planned  to 
blow  up.  One  German,  however,  out  of  self-protection,  revealed  the 
secret  and  Manson,  for  the  third  time  was  rescued  from  certain  death. 
The  first  time  was  during  the  bombings  in  Jena,  the  second  time  when 
the  Germans  caught  and  shot  those  who  fled  to  the  woods,  and  now  the 
third  time  when  the  planned  blowing  up  of  the  camp  was  cancelled. 

Particularly  touching  was  Manson' s report  on  the  first  white  roll  he  ate 
after  the  liberation,  reminding  him  of  his  past  and  his  home.  While  he 
was  writing  his  memoirs,  Manson  read  that  a Slovakian  refugee  met 
Dulles  in  Switzerland  and  implored  him  to  have  the  Kassa-Oderberg 
railway  line  bombed  because  the  transports  ran  on  it.  Unfortunately 
neither  the  Americans  nor  the  English  came  to  the  rescue;  neither  the 
railway  line  nor  the  railway  station  in  Auschwitz  were  attacked. 
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ter  the  liberation  many  died  from  typhoid  fever  and  diarrhea  as  a result 
of  the  sudden  transition  from  starvation  to  heavy,  greasy  food.  Eva  Bleier 
from  Ujhely,  whose  father  was  a musician,  found  her  death  in  this  way. 

Annie  spent  some  time  in  Germany  and  Belgium  and  returned  to 
search  for  her  parents  in  Sztropko.  She  also  visited  Postyen,  seeking  a 
cure  for  the  rheumatism  which  she  had  contracted  in  the  camp  and 
from  which  she  suffered  a great  deal  even  later. 

“I  too  visited  Belgium  and  after  my  return  home  in  1948  — we  got 
married’’,  adds  Larry  Baum. 

Jacob  Steindler,  who  conducted  the  interview,  mentions  the  heavy  loss 
Annie’s  passing  meant  for  her  friends,  and  how  bravely  and  patiently, 
with  a smile  on  her  face,  she  bore  her  fate  and  pain.  She  was  a true 
friend,  and  her  memory  will  stay  forever  with  all  those  who  knew  this 
extraordinary  woman. 

Toronto,  1985 


Memoirs  of  Ernie  Manson  (Mandel  Erno) 


‘T  lived  in  Satoraljaujhely  up  to  the  5th  of  June,  1944,  the  day  the 
evacuation  of  the  local  ghetto  started...”  thus  begin  the  memoirs  of  Ernie 
Manson  (Mandel  Erno).  Following  the  occupation  of  Hungary  by  the 
Germans,  they  started  searching  for  him  personally,  on  the  basis  of 
prepared  lists  of  prominent  Jewish  citizens  to  be  taken  as  hostages.  One 
day  at  dawn  there  was  a loud  knock  on  their  door,  and  at  the  last 
minute,  even  as  his  mother  opened  the  door  to  the  contingent  of  German 
soldiers,  Hungarian  gendarmes,  and  a detective  who  had  come  to  arrest 
him,  he  jumped  out  of  a rear  window. 

What  followed  was  a unique  example  of  filial  self-sacrifice.  Although 
he  had  opportunity  to  go  into  hiding,  he  returned  home  to  his  mother, 
who  could  move  around  only  with  difficulty,  and  thereby  sealed  his  fate. 
The  moving  of  the  Jewish  population  into  the  ghetto  began  around  the 
10th  of  April,  the  day  following  Easter.  At  first  the  ghetto  reached  up  to 
the  northern  end  of  Rakoczi  Street,  but  was  later  narrowed  down,  even 
though  more  Jews  from  the  neighboring  villages  were  squeezed  into 
these  very  restricted  premises. 

At  the  beginning  of  June  the  transports  started  up.  While  the  people 
were  being  shoved  into  the  wagons,  the  gendarmes  abused  them.  Lajos 
(Louis)  Rosenberg  was  tortured  to  make  him  disclose  where  he  had  hid- 
den his  fortune.  In  the  ghetto  were  also  some  refugee  Polish  Jews  who 
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The  Personal  Memoirs  of  Larr>^  (Moshe)  Baum  and  His 

Tribute  to  his  late  Wife,  Annie 


Mrs.  Annie  was  an  outstanding  person,  universally  respected  and 
beloved  by  all.  She  was  born  in  Sztropko  in  the  county  of  Zemplen  and 
Larry  Baum,  as  a child,  visited  the  family  there  for  the  first  time.  In  1939 
the  Germans  occupied  Slovakia,  to  which  Sztropko  belonged  at  the  time, 
and  the  Jewish  girls  were  deported.  Annie  and  her  younger  sister  Etya, 
found  refuge  with  a Christian  family  and  a peasant  woman  hid  them  a- 
way  in  a cellar  which  she  dug  under  her  store-room  and  barn.  There  was 
an  opening  to  the  field,  through  which  air  entered.  Annie  and  her  sister 
slept  on  bunks  set  in  the  wall  of  the  cellar.  Entrance  was  well  hidden  by 
an  oven,  and  the  opening  of  the  oven  was  their  door.  For  six  months 
they  were  hidden  like  this,  and  with  the  onset  of  cold  weather,  the 
peasant  woman  provided  them  with  coal.  However,  since  the  ventilation 
opening  was  small,  the  two  girls  suffered  carbon-gas  poisoning.  Etya 
became  unconscious  and  Annie,  gathering  up  her  last  strength,  dragged 
herself  through  the  heavy  snow  to  the  woman’s  house.  Etya  was  rescued, 
but  their  presence  was  revealed.  Together  with  several  other  Jewish 
refugees  they  were  smuggled  over  to  Kassa,  from  where  they  managed  to 
phone  Larry  Baum’s  father,  who  picked  them  up  and  brought  them  to 
Ujhely. 

Incredible  though  it  may  sound,  prior  to  their  deportation  from  the 
ghetto,  Annie,  the  sensitive  young  girl,  had  a vision  of  Auschwitz.  All 
that  became  terrible  reality  there,  including  her  own  fate,  appeared  to  her 
in  her  dreams. 

In  the  meantime,  Annie’s  parents  also  found  refuge  with  a Slovak 
peasant  to  whom  they  conveyed,  still  in  good  time,  fifty-eight  acres  of 
land  in  addition  to  a considerable  amount  of  money.  They  went  through 
incredible  experiences  and  adventures.  At  one  point,  the  German  officers 
in  command  of  the  fighting  installed  their  telescopes  right  on  top  of  their 
hiding  place.  The  peasant,  himself  afraid  of  the  fighting  in  his  vicinity, 
wanted  to  hide  away.  Through  his  daughter  he  sent  them  a big  loaf  of 
bread.  But  this  aroused  the  suspicion  of  his  father-in-law,  since  up  to  then 
he  had  provided  them  with  slices  of  bread  only.  On  the  insistence  of  his 
father-in-law  he  finally  moved  them  to  another  hiding  place  in  the  valley 
where  they  could  neither  sit  nor  stand  up,  but  only  crawl,  lying  down.  A 
German  did  discover  them  but  since  the  peasant  woman  provided  him 
with  food,  he  did  not  give  them  away.  Thus  they  were  liberated. 

After  Auschwitz,  Annie  was  in  a place  taken  by  the  English.  Even  af- 
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Because  of  his  indisposition  and  sore  foot,  Sorger  and  a few  of  his 
colleagues,  fell  behind  the  unit  during  the  retreat,  luckily,  because  all  the 
others  were  transported  to  Germany  and  only  a few  returned.  He  was 
liberated  when  the  Russian  troops  entered  Ungdaroc  near  Ungvar,  on 
October  27,  1944.  He  reached  Munkacs  three  or  four  days  later  and  a 
non-Jewish  business  associate  of  his  offered  to  take  him  in.  However,  he 
moved  to  the  nicest  street  of  Munkacs,  Medecei  Street,  where  the 
wealthiest  Jews  used  to  live,  and  spent  five  weeks  there. 

One  evening  he  was  picked  up  by  Ukrainians  who  interrogated  him, 
made  him  scrub  floors  and  demanded  that  he  leave  Munkacs  im- 
mediately. He  went  to  Batyu  by  train,  then  on  foot  to  Kiralyhelmec,  and 
from  there  to  Ricse,  which  he  reached  on  December  6.  His  younger  sister 
returned  from  Bergen-Belsen  only  in  June,  1945.  A man  by  the  name  of 
Friedman  also  came  back.  His  brother,  Izidor  Friedman,  was  his  comrade 
in  the  labor  unit,  and  now  lives  in  Israel.  Another  survivor,  a boy  by  the 
name  of  Fischer,  settled  in  Montreal. 

He  served  as  inspector  with  a commercial  firm  in  Satoraljaujhely,  sub- 
sequently left  illegally  for  Yugoslavia,  and  later  emigrated  to  Canada. 

Other  memories?  Once  he  was  arrested  by  gendarmes  in  Dobrad.  He 
had  two  Toupes,  and  was  therefore  taken  for  a spy  and  was  about  to  be 
dragged  off  to  the  gendarmerie  barracks.  By  sheer  luck  they  changed 
their  minds  at  the  last  minute,  kicked  him  in  the  backside,  and  released 
him.  In  Kiralyhelmec  the  chief  district  officer  interrogated  him  per- 
sonally, as  to  his  nationality  - which  he  established.  But  they  kept  him 
there  for  several  days.  There  was  an  internment  camp  in  Ricse  containing 
mostly  Jews  from  Poland,  but  with  a few  Hungarian  Jews  as  well. 
Sorger  was  among  the  Jews  from  Ricse  who  supplied  them  with  food. 
On  another  occasion,  a lieutenant  called  him  to  task  for  not  having  taken 
off  his  cap  while  saluting  him.  There  were  all  sorts  of  people.  After  the 
liberation  he  discovered  all  the  furniture  intact  in  their  home;  a neigh- 
boring peasant  had  threatened  he  would  chase  off  with  a hatchet 
whoever  would  attempt  to  take  anything  away.  There  were  such  people 
as  well.  This  neighbour  had  never  shown  any  animosity.  At  the  same 
time  he  came  across  persons  who  quite  openly,  without  beating  about  the 
bush,  declared  that  it  was  a pity  that  the  Jews  had  returned.  It  would 
have  been  better  if  they  had  all  been  taken  down  to  the  Tisza  and 
drowned  there. 

Not  long  ago  he  visited  Budapest,  and  while  it  was  maintained  that 
anti-Semitism  does  not  exist  anymore,  he  overheard  statements  of  similar 
nature.  He  also  recalls  that  in  the  labor  camp  he  was  together  with  Cin- 
ner  Muki,  from  Ujhely. 

Toronto,  1985 
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Krakow,  to  Rszeszov  and  on  to  Jaslov  and  then  Novy  Sad.  By  now  Frida 
was  alone,  her  last  friend  having  wandered  down  a street  and  never 
returned.  She  was  beset  by  more  adventures,  and  expressions  of  bitter 
anti-Semitism  from  the  local  population. 

At  Humenne  she  was  miraculously  reunited  with  her  father,  but  upon 
arrival  in  Ujhely  she  learned  from  another  survivor  that  her  husband, 
weakened  and  unable  to  work,  had  been  beaten  to  death  at  his  work- 
place. 

Frida  walked  the  streets  of  Ujhely,  where  she  had  lived  for  so  many 
years.  Her  weight  had  gone  down  from  seventy  to  thirty-five  kilograms. 
Skinny  and  pale,  no  one  recognized  her.  But  she  lived  to  tell  the  tale. 


The  Account  of  Mr.  Joe  Sorger,  Formerly  of  Ricse, 
at  present  a resident  of  Toronto 


Although  born  in  Kisradvany,  Joe  Sorger  s entire  childhood  and  youth 
until  his  conscription  into  the  Labor  Service,  were  spent  in  Ricse.  His 
father  was  a universally  respected  citizen,  who  filled  the  function  of 
Melamed  (Hebrew  teacher).  They  were  six  brothers  and  sisters.  One  of 
his  brothers  was  called  up  into  the  Labor  Service  as  early  as  1941,  and 
so  far  as  is  known  was  taken  to  Bor,  where  he  perished.  His  parents, 
together  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  who  had  been  deported  from  the 
ghetto  of  Satoraljaujhely,  also  perished  in  the  Holocaust,  and  only  one 
younger  sister,  Rozsi  (Rose)  Bayer,  returned.  She  lives  in  Toronto  today. 
Regarding  the  others,  he  has  no  knowledge  when  or  where  they 
perished,  and  he  marks  the  memorial  (Yahrzeit)  for  them  at  the  holiday  of 
Shavuot. 

He  was  called  up  for  the  Labor  Service  units  in  October,  1943.  On 
Christmas  of  that  year  he  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  this  was  the  last 
time  he  saw  his  family.  During  that  leave  of  absence  he  fell  ill  and  was 
bed-ridden  for  five  weeks,  during  which  time  his  unit  was  despatched  to 
Karpatalja,  where  he  Joined  them  two  months  later.  En  route  he  lost  his 
way  and  luckily  reached  Munkacs,  where  he  visited  his  relatives:  his 
grandfather,  aunts,  uncles  and  cousins.  From  Karpatalja  he  got  to 
Duborka,  in  Poland,  just  as  the  Germans  occupied  Hungary  (19  March, 
1944).  They  worked  in  Duborka  during  the  months  of  June  and  July. 
The  commander  of  the  unit  was  relieved  and  his  replacement  turned  out 
to  be  a frightful  sadist  who,  when  he  got  angry  at  someone,  beat  him  up 
terribly.  Oddly,  he  always  saw  to  it  that  the  men  had  plenty  of  food. 
They  had  to  dig  trenches  and  lines  of  defense. 
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the  twins  were  kept  for  “medical  research."  Dr.  Mengele  caught  her  in 
the  act  of  sharing  her  bread  portion  with  the  hungry  children  and  or- 
dered her  beaten  to  death,  as  the  other  women  were  compelled  to  look 
on. 

Once  the  male  prisoners  came  to  a desperate  decision  to  blow  up  the 
crematorium.  The  man  who  worked  in  the  Auschwitz  munition  factory 
smuggled  some  explosives  to  the  men  who  cleaned  the  latrines,  and  when 
the  signal  was  given  the  building  began  to  burn.  The  only  result  was  that 
750  men  were  immediately  shot  to  death. 

The  last  transport  from  Czechoslovakia  came  on  November  3,  and 
word  reached  Frida  that  her  father,  then  64,  was  with  them.  He  was 
among  the  group  that  was  tattooed,  meaning  they  had  been  “saved"  for 
work.  She  did  reach  her  father,  at  great  risk,  and  was  able  to  get  food  and 
clothing  to  him.  Realizing  that  the  ability  to  work  meant  life,  he  told  the 
SS  that  he  was  ready  and  able  to  work,  and  was  assigned  to  wash  the 
floors  and  clean  up  the  rooms. 

On  January  17,  1945,  in  mid-winter,  dressed  only  in  the  flimsiest  of 
garments,  the  women  were  sent  out  on  a two-day  “death  march"  which 
many  did  not  survive.  They  were  then  taken  by  train  to  Ravensbruck. 
Death  was  on  all  sides.  Lacking  food,  they  ate  the  snow  on  the  ground. 
Of  the  20,000  who  set  out  from  Auschwitz,  only  5,000  arrived  at  their 
destination. 

That  was  not  the  end,  and  again  they  took  to  the  road,  arriving  at 
Malokow,  deep  in  the  forest.  There  was  not  enough  food  to  go  around, 
and  the  women  battled  each  other  for  the  meagre  rations.  Illness  was 
rampant,  including  typhoid.  Frida  suffered  from  dysentery  and  an  infec- 
ted foot.  Like  the  others,  she  was  covered  with  lice. 

The  confusion  became  worse,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  Germans 
were  at  a loss  as  to  what  to  do.  The  fighting  between  the  German  and 
Russian  armies  was  very  close.  Again  the  inmates  were  put  on  the  road, 
and  they  walked  for  two  days  and  two  nights  without  any  food.  Those 
who  ate  pieces  of  flesh  hacked  off  a dead  horse  became  frightfully  ill. 

The  rest  found  shelter  from  pouring  rain  in  a big  stable  — and  then 
came  word  that  the  Americans  had  arrived.  The  unfortunate  victims 
received  their  first  real  food  in  a long  time,  but  this  was  not  yet  the  end. 
The  troops  moved  on  quickly.  The  Germans  were  concerned  now  only 
with  saving  their  own  skins  from  the  advancing  Russians,  and  again  the 
concentration  camp  survivors  took  to  the  road. 

By  now  the  bedraggled  mob  had  broken  up  into  scattered  little  groups, 
each  foraging  for  itself  On  foot,  and  occasionally  with  lifts  in  trucks, 
Frida  and  a friend  went  on  to  Furstenberg,  and  then  to  Kattowitz,  where 
they  found  refuge  in  the  Red  Cross  station.  The  trek  continued  by  train  to 
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Deportation  via  railway  cattle  cars  followed,  and  on  May  20,  1944, 
she  arrived  at  Auschwitz.  Before  leaving  the  train  the  deportees  looked 
out  of  holes  in  the  cars  and  saw  children  playing  in  the  distance,  and  the 
thought  entered  their  minds  that  perhaps  all  the  terrible  things  that  had 
been  told  about  these  camps  were  not  true.  At  the  railway  station  there 
was  music,  flowers,  bright  sunshine.  There  was  certainly  no  indication 
that  within  a few  hours  most  of  these  people  would  be  burned  in  the  gas 
chambers. 

The  SS  officers  separated  the  families,  and  her  two  children,  Paul  1 1 , 
and  George  6,  stood  alone,  hand  in  hand.  When  she  was  herded  away 
the  German  told  her  not  to  worry;  the  children  would  follow  soon  after. 
She  never  saw  them  again. 

Frida  was  in  the  group  of  able-bodied  women  who  were  considered  fit 
for  work.  Their  clothes  were  taken  away,  and  all  were  dressed  in  similar 
gray  dresses.  They  were  completely  shaved,  and  looked  so  much  alike 
that  they  recognized  each  other  only  by  their  voices.  The  number  A 6878 
was  tattooed  on  her  arm.  The  important  thing  now  was  to  remain  alive. 

Through  the  camp  grapevine  she  learned  that  her  brother,  Henry,  was 
also  at  Auschwitz,  and  they  met.  From  him  she  learned  the  bitter  truth 
about  the  place. 

In  September  the  Germans  '‘celebrated”  the  Jewish  High  Holydays  in 
a fiendish  way.  On  Rosh  Hashana  all  the  girls  in  the  12  to  16  year  age 
bracket  were  gassed,  and  on  Yom  Kippur  all  the  boys  in  that  age  group 
met  the  same  fate. 

The  trains  continued  to  bring  their  human  cargoes  into  Auschwitz. 
Frida  was  with  the  group  of  women  who  worked  outside  the  gas  cham- 
ber. They  saw  the  victims  undressing  and  going  into  the  building.  They 
heard  the  screams,  the  prayers  and  the  cries  for  help,  and  then  nothing 
but  silence  as  black  smoke  poured  from  the  chimneys.  The  piles  of 
clothing  were  carried  out  to  the  waiting  women  who  sorted  them.  The 
better  clothes  were  separated  and  shipped  to  Germany.  The  women  con- 
sidered themselves  "lucky”  to  work  here  for  often,  when  they  opened  the 
backpacks  and  suitcases  they  found  food,  which  they  gulped  down  im- 
mediately. 

There  were  instances  of  bravery  and  heroism.  One  young  Belgian  girl, 
Manya,  attempted  to  escape,  was  caught,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  as 
all  the  other  women  inmates  were  forced  to  look  on.  The  girl  spit  in  the 
face  of  the  hangman,  pulled  out  a hidden  razor  and  slashed  her  wrists, 
crying  out  that  survivors  would  yet  tell  the  world  of  the  deeds  of  the  Ger- 
mans. The  impact  on  the  other  inmates  was  quite  different  from  what  the 
Germans  had  intended. 

Frida  recalls  the  time  a girl  went  near  the  gate  of  the  hospital  where 
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of  stars  shining  in  the  sky? 

When  our  enemies  number  that  many!?" 

This  is  the  vision  of  seers  and  prophets,  a gruesome  prophecy  which 
turned  into  a frightful  reality. 

Esther  Schreiber,  the  granddaughter  of  Raphael  Berkovits,  daughter  of 
Vilmos  Rozmann,  in  recalling  the  past  mentions  that  she  was  a pupil  of 
the  Status-Quo  school,  and  fondly  recalls  her  teachers  Moses  Feldmar 
and  Mariska  Frishmann.  She  also  looks  back  with  reverence  to  her 
grandfather,  who  was  the  head  of  the  Orthodox  congregation  and  of 
the  Hevra  Kaddisha.  Her  sister,  blessed  be  her  memory,  to  whom  she 
dedicates  her  memoirs,  studied  in  1937  at  the  medical  faculty  in 
Kolozsvar  (Cluj)  from  which  she  was  deported  back  to  Ujhely  during  the 
regime  of  the  Rumanian  fascist,  Goga.  The  other  actor  of  the  "Dialogue" 
was  Klari  Berkovits. 

The  daughter  of  Esther  Schreiber,  a very  talented  high  school  teacher, 
translated  the  above  mentioned  work  into  Hebrew. 

Ein  Hanatziv,  Israel 
1985 


One  Who  Survived 

Based  on  the  Memoirs  of  Frida  Laufer 


Frida  Schoenfeld  was  born  into  a middle  class  Jewish  family  in  the 
small  town  of  Mezolaborc  in  the  county  of  Zemplen,  and  in  1932 
married  a second  cousin  by  the  name  of  Max  Schoenfeld.  Unable  to  at- 
tend university  because  of  the  Numerus  Clausus,  he  went  into  the 
family's  leather  and  shoe  supply  business.  The  couple  had  two  children. 

In  the  spring  of  1941  all  Jews  who  could  not  prove  Hungarian  citizen- 
ship were  deported  to  Poland,  among  them  her  husband,  and  he  served 
there  in  a labor  camp. 

The  German  occupation  of  Hungary  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
gathering  of  the  Jews  in  all  the  provincial  towns  into  ghettos.  Mrs. 
Schoenfeld  was  among  those  evacuated  from  her  home  to  the  ghetto  in 
Ujhely.  She  recalls  that  each  person  was  given  only  ten  minutes  in  which 
to  collect  no  more  than  ten  kilograms  of  personal  belongings,  primarily 
food  and  clothing.  All  valuables  were  taken  from  them.  Together  with 
twenty-five  other  persons  she  and  her  children  lived  for  two  weeks  in  a 
small,  empty  room  which  had  no  beds,  tables  or  chairs. 
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essay.  Let  us  not  refrain  from  telling  also  those  things  which  are 
beautiful.  With  words  which  are  as  soft  as  freshly  baked  bread  and  with 
the  warmth  it  has  when  just  taken  out  of  the  oven,  with  love  that  is 
almost  tangible,  he  describes  the  wonderful  Jewish  spirit  in  the  world  of 
“our  dear  Taliya.”  The  reader  almost  forgets  that  all  this  does  not  exist 
any  more.  Even  those  who  have  never  seen  this  place  or  never  heard  of 
it,  suddenly  move  around  in  it  as  if  it  were  familiar.  While  reading,  one 
closes  his  eyes  for  a moment,  and  it  is  as  if  he  were  participating  in  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  Andor  Pasternak,  or  as  if,  following  the  Sabbath  singing, 
he  were  going  on  a trip  with  him  and  his  best  chum,  from  the  “First 
Ditch”,  where  we  used  to  bath,  to  the  pleasantly  situated  Kodu... 

And  when  he  described  “our  village  Taliya:  from  our  mill  to  the 
Zoldag,  from  Husta  to  the  Lutheran  School,  the  dam  next  to  the  watch- 
house  and  the  Dobogo....”  all  can  sense  it.  This  is  not  topography 
alone.  One  hears  the  merry  laughter  of  the  children,  the  singing  of  the 
girls  and  boys,  the  spring  and  winter  of  a fairy  landscape... 

The  quietest  line  is  even  more  painful:  “There  is  nobody  left  anymore 
to  visit  the  graves  of  our  forefathers  in  Kodu...” 


Reminiscences  of  Esther  Schreiber,  n^e  Agnes  Rozmann 
(Formerly  of  Sdtoraljaujhely,  now  in  Kibbutz  Ein  Hanatziv) 


One  cannot  refer  to  the  reminiscences  of  Esther  Schreiber  without 
being  deeply  moved.  They  radiate  the  warm  and  lasting  love  she  felt  for 
her  late  sister,  Mrs.  Livi  Krausz,  nee  Rozman,  blessed  be  her  memory, 
who  lost  her  life  during  the  Holocaust.  This  fact  left  a very  deep  scar  on 
her  soul.  This  statement  is  not  exaggerated  in  view  of  the  fact  that  she 
preserved  in  her  memory  every  word  of  a dialogue  written  and  perfor- 
med by  her  sister  at  a Hanukka  celebration  in  1938.  This  performance 
was  given  together  with  Klara  Berkovits,  who  also  perished  in  Ausch- 
witz. The  co-author  of  the  “Dialogue”  was  Vilmos  Weinberger  (Valvus). 
The  “Dialogue”  is  considerably  more  than  Just  another  one  of  the  num- 
bers performed  during  the  Hanukka  celebrations.  It  is  a soaring  prayer, 
bursting  forth  from  the  very  depths  of  the  soul,  a dialogue  with  the 
Creator,  God  Almighty,  the  wailing  of  an  innocent  soul  on  the  eve  of  the 
persecutions. 

Even  in  this  brief  reference  to  the  deeply  moving  memoirs,  we  must 
quote  one  stirring  passage,  marked  by  poetic  pathos  and  inspiration,  in 
which  she  touches  on  the  vital  eternal  question,  as  valid  today  as  then: 

“Why,  oh  why,  my  God,  did  you  compare  your  people  to  the  billions 
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Pasternak,  in  the  eighteenth  century  the  first  Jews  in  Taliya  hailed  from 
Golop.  The  Jewish  religious  community  was  founded  at  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  together  with  the  Hevra  Kaddisha  and  cemetery  in 
Kodu,  a village  about  a mile  away.  The  first  Synagogue  established  in 
1845,  was  gutted  by  fire  in  1868,  and  rebuilt  in  1871.  The  description  of 
the  synagogue  and  the  Holy  Ark  is  given  with  unique  details  by  S. 
Pasternak  as  if  he  were  a professional  art  historian.  He  also  writes  about 
the  first  rabbi,  Jacob  Tennenbaum,  who  was  born  in  Szendro  in  1832, 
and  officiated  in  Taliya  from  1858  to  1869.  All  the  other  rabbis  are  also 
listed  up  to  Rabbi  Nicholas  Rosenbaum,  who,  together  with  his  wife, 
four  small  children  and  his  beloved  congregation  was  sent  to  death  in  the 
infamous  cattle-cars. 

Simon  Pasternak  mentions  the  curtain  of  the  Holy  Ark  of  the  Hevra 
Kaddisha,  donated  by  the  Count  of  Andrassy,  made  of  purple  silk  cloth 
with  golden  embroidery.  He  refers  to  ‘The  Royal  Hungarian  Gendar- 
merie" which  “under  ridiculous  pretexts  made  the  life  of  the  frightened 
Jews  intolerably  dreadful"  during  the  Hitler  period.  And  this  was  only 
the  beginning.... 

Finally  he  refers  to  tltose  few  who  returned  and  tried  to  rebuild  their 
lives.  They  cleaned  their  synagogue,  which  had  been  used  as  horse 
stables  and  renewed  the  Holy  Ark,  “but  there  could  be  no  religious  life 
without  a rabbi,  no  kosher  food  without  a shohet,  and  no  prayers 
without  a minyan  (ten- man  quorum).  “ Simon  Pasternak‘s  concluding 
words  in  this  outstanding  book  are:  “The  congregation  of  Taliya,  as  in- 
deed in  all  rural  communities  of  Hungary,  is  today  only  a memory". 

The  essay  by  Andor  Pasternak  begins  with  these  touching  words:  “Our 
childhood  did  not  pass  by:  it  had  been  erased.  Our  childhood  just  faded 
away." 

Possibly  no  more  appropriate  and  at  the  same  time  more  shocking  in- 
dictment has  ever  been  written.  Will  the  future  generation,  for  whose 
benefit  he  wanted  to  recall  “the  world  of  their  ancestors"  adequately 
grasp  this  awesome  truth?  Surely,  this  is  of  enormous  significance,  even 
if  it  relates  to  individuals  only,  and  how  much  more  grave  when 
multiplied  by  the  millions. 

His  description  becomes  even  more  eloquent  when  he  states  that  “the 
dried-out  bones  cannot  be  brought  back  to  life  with  flesh  and  blood,  not 
in  writing,  and'  certainly  not  when  even  the  skeleton  does  not  exist". 
Only  now  does  one  grasp  to  the  full  the  symbolism  of  the  tombstones 
that  have  been  erected  in  our  cemeteries  in  memory  of  the  victims  of  the 
Nazi  era.  Tombstones  under  which  there  are  no  bodies  serve  as  the  sole 
physical  reminder  of  our  martyrs. 

We  have  reported  on  that  which  is  “touching"  and  “shocking"  in  this 
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peralure.  I threw  away  my  clothes,  while  the  rain  pleasantly  soothed  my 
burning  body.  I did  not  know  how  much  longer  I could  endure  this,  but 
realized  that  if  1 fell  behind,  I would  be  shot.  We  staggered  along,  suppor- 
ting each  other  and  suffering  from  dysentery.  Suddenly  we  were  permit- 
ted to  take  a rest.  I fell  down  and  came  to  only  late  at  night.  I heard  gun- 
fire from  nearby  and  realized  this  was  no  hallucination.  Occasionally  a 
military  signal  flare  was  shot  up.  No  guards  were  to  be  seen.  Collecting 
my  last  strength  I started  crawling  and  slowly  left  behind  the  pitiful  rem- 
nants of  a group  which  at  the  outset  had  numbered  400.  Inch  by  inch  I 
crawled  backwards  along  a field;  the  minutes  seemed  like  hours.  The 
thought  crossed  my  mind  that  now  I should  run  — I made  an  attempt  — 
but  lost  consciousness.  When  I reopened  my  eyes  I saw  an  unshaved 
soldier  leaning  over  me.  I must  have  mumbled  something  — and  later 
regained  consciousness  on  a Russian  field  bed.  Within  a relatively  short 
time  I was  back  on  my  feet  again,  thanks  to  the  hospital  treatment  and 
my  youthful  constitution.  I again  met  some  of  my  comrades  in  the  field 
hospital  and  from  them  1 learned  that  on  the  night  of  my  escape  most  of 
{hose  who  were  left  behind  had  been  executed. 

It  was  May,  1945.  Although  I weighed  only  about  88  pounds,  I was 
free,  and  the  war  was  over. 

After  discharge  from  the  hospital,  I joined  some  friends  and  we  em- 
barked on  a new  chapter  that  reads  like  a novel.  More  adventures  and 
trials  followed  until  in  late  summer,  1945,  equipped  with  a new  knap- 
sack, I crossed  the  Czechoslovak  border  into  Hungary. 


A Short  Digest  of  the  Testimonial  Volume 
“The  Book  of  Martyrs  of  Miskolc  and  Environs” 

By  Andor  Pasternak  and  Simon  Pasternak 

The  above-mentioned  book,  written  by  Andor  Pasternak  and  Simon 
Pasternak,  formerly  of  Taliya,  and  now  residing  in  Los  Angeles,  is  highly 
recommended.  It  contains  valuable  details  and  a list  of  the  many  small 
communities  in  the  neighborhood  of  Miskolc,  but  it  is  also  a beautifully 
written  memoir  which  serves  as  a loving  reminder  of  the  martyrs  for  all 
who  knew  them.  Among  the  communities  listed  are  Golop,  Forro,  Faj, 
Encs,  Bekecs,  Beny,  Liszka,  Kallo,  Monok,  Ratka  and  even  those  who 
have  never  heard  these  names  before  can  sense  the  loving  familiarity 
with  which  the  authors,  now  living  at  the  other  end  of  the  world, 
enumerate  them. 

The  list  is  headed  by  Golop,  a small  village  in  whose  Jewish  cemetery 
there  were  tombstones  over  200  years  old.  Furthermore,  writes  Simon 
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When  the  top  of  one  of  the  alarm  clocks  was  opened,  ten  Napoleon  gold 
pieces,  all  carefully  wrapped,  dropped  to  the  floor.  Who  could  its  owner 
have  been  and  where  was  he? 

We  Jews  were  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  inmates  in  the  concen- 
tration camp.  The  barracks  were  fenced  in  and  special  watchmen  kept 
guard.  Our  isolation  was  shared  by  Russian  prisoners  of  war.  Flogging 
for  minor  irregularities  was  practically  a daily  feature  in  the  camp. 
Sabotage  or  stealing  of  food  were  punished  by  merciless  hanging,  while 
all  the  prisoners  had  to  stand  at  attention  and  watch.  The  chimney  of  the 
crematorium  towered  above  as  an  ominous  warning. 

Eventually  the  Red  Army  approached  Berlin,  while  the  Allied  bom- 
bing continued  without  interruption.  The  gigantic  industrial  compound 
hidden  in  the  woods  was  bombed  in  March,  1945,  and  virtually 
destroyed.  The  Watchmaker-Commando  on  the  outside  was  closed  down 
and  thereafter  I performed  various  physical  tasks  within  the  compound  of 
the  camp.  Food  was  reduced  to  the  minimum  and  then  stopped 
altogether.  I signed  up  for  the  so-called  “Bomb  Detection  Commando", 
which,  as  its  name  indicates,  had  to  neutralize  the  bombs  which  had  not 
exploded.  Several  men  worked  on  one  bomb,  while  the  SS  guards  wat- 
ched from  a safe  distance.  Relatively  many  lost  their  lives  when  accidents 
occurred,  and  all  of  us  were  in  constant  fear  of  explosions.  The  military 
food  we  received  was  most  tempting  and  while  starvation  threatened  the 

inmates  of  the  camp,  we  here  could  face  death  well-fed. 

Unfamiliar  noises  woke  us  up  in  the  early  hours  of  a morning  in  mid- 
April.  The  whole  organization  was  collapsing.  Several  SS  officers  and 
guards  had  left  the  camp  during  the  night  seeking  to  escape,  but  to  no 
avail.  People  were  milling  around  in  the  camp  like  bees  in  a beehive, 
discussing  events,  and  tr>dng  to  appraise  the  situation.  Over  the  loud- 
speakers the  commanders  instructed  us  to  form  groups  according  to 
nationality  since  the  camp  was  to  be  evacuated.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
chaos,  and  having  already  learned  my  lesson  in  the  past,  1 joined  a 
French  group  and  holding  onto  a piece  of  bread  left  the  camp.  I was 
pleased  to  detect  several  of  my  comrades  and  a few  familiar  faces  among 
the  prisoners  of  other  nationalities. 

We  marched  vigorously  to  the  north  of  Berlin,  the  heroes  of  the 
“Master  Race“  fleeing  together  with  us.  We  passed  through  towns  and 
villages  practically  without  food  or  rest.  After  a few  days  of  this  some  of 
the  marchers  could  not  take  it  any  more.  Whoever  fell  behind  was 
shot  without  mercy.  At  times  we  managed  to  get  hold  of  the  corpse  of  a 
horse,  and  drank  contaminated  water.  During  our  march  we  passed 
bomb-craters  filled  with  dead,  while  the  roads  were  lined  with  the  bodies 
of  those  who  had  been  shot.  Many  among  us  became  ill  and  ran  a tem- 
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fellow-sufferers  we  were  ordered  to  transport  corpses  thinned  down  to 
their  bones,  using  carts  for  the  purpose.  In  the  first  few  weeks  we  slept 
on  the  concrete  floor  of  the  barracks,  intertwined  so  as  to  keep  ourselves 
warm.  The  “selection”  continued.  The  numbers  seemed  large,  although 
many  perished  as  a result  of  illness,  deprivation  and  various  methods  of 
refined  torture.  The  suffering  left  its  mark  on  everyone.  We  had  one  aim: 
to  get  out  of  this  death  factory,  no  matter  where.  Occasionally  skilled 
workers  were  recruited  and  I did  not  give  up  hope.  In  the  meantime  the 
number  of  those  from  Ujhely  dwindled  as  they  were  dispersed.  Some 
were  transferred  to  other  concentration  camps  for  external  work;  others 
perished. 

My  condition  deteriorated  considerably  and  I sensed  that  I could  not 
endure  it  much  longer.  The  German  death  machinery  functioned  efficien- 
tly. Slowly  but  surely  each  of  us  broke  down  both  physically  and 
psychologically.  Occasionally  a committee  showed  up  to  recruit  skilled 
workers  and  on  one  such  occasion  I succeeded  in  passing  a test  as  trained 
watchmaker  and  got  into  a group  together  with  another  twenty-nine 
fellow-prisoners.  I looked  forward  hopefully  to  a better  future.  A young 
man  I knew  from  Satoraljaujhely,  the  son  of  a textile  merchant,  served  as 
interpreter  while  we  were  being  tested  and  he  did  as  much  as  he  possibly 
could  to  help  us.  Unfortunately,  shortly  thereafter  he  perished.  As  selec- 
ted, skilled  workers  we  were  put  into  quarantine  barracks,  and  following 
an  observation  period  of  a few  weeks,  my  comrades  and  I left  Birkenau, 
the  biggest  cemetery  of  all  times,  the  final  station  for  millions  of  human 
beings. 

After  an  eventful  journey  we  finally  reached  our  destination,  the  con- 
centration camp  of  Oranieburg-Sachsenhause,  in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin. 
During  1 942-3  tens  of  thousands  perished  here,  but  by  the  end  of  1 944  it 
was  more  like  a labor  camp  and  this  had  a relaxing  effect  on  us  after  our 
four  months'  stay  in  Birkenau.  It  was  clear  that  there  was  need  for  our 
work  which,  requiring  precision,  could  not  be  performed  if  one  were 
hungry  and  tired.  Consequently  I was  certain  that  we  would  be 
adequately  provided  for.  My  theory  proved  wrong,  however.  A concen- 
tration camp  has  no  logic  of  its  own,  and  while  we  received  food 
regularly,  it  bordered  on  the  bare  minimum. 

The  majority  of  the  40,000  people  in  the  camp,  including  our  unit, 
worked  in  a very  well  organized  industrial  compound  which  spread  over 
several  miles  and  was  hidden  by  woods.  Our  so-called  “Watchmaker- 
Commando”  made  up  of  Polish  and  Hungarian  Jews  as  well  as  young  SS 
watchmakers,  had  to  repair  the  watches  of  the  Waffen-SS  and  the  Wehr- 
macht.  Occasionally  a contingent  of  several  crates  of  watches  would 
arrive.  In  some  cases  the  watchbands  were  scorched  or  bore  bloodstains. 
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Events  followed  in  such  rapid  succession  that  we  could  hardly  follow 
their  course.  The  men  were  separated  from  the  women;  I lost  sight  of  my 
mother  and  was  left  with  my  father.  Then  we  were  inspected  by  several 
SS  officers  and  within  seconds,  at  the  nod  of  a head,  my  father  was  sent 
left  while  I got  pushed  to  the  right.  1 never  saw  my  parents  again. 

I started  down  the  road.  Not  far  from  me,  near  numerous  barracks, 
were  shadowy  human  forms  in  striped  clothes  staggering  to  and  fro. 
Some  were  lying  on  the  ground  .Watch-towers  and  barbed  wire  were 
everywhere.  In  front  of  one  building  I was  struck  by  the  sign  “BATH". 
Suddenly  I saw  a friend  and  another  familiar  face  and  joined  them.  After 
a long  wait  we  were  pushed  into  the  building  and  the  “procedure"  star- 
ted. Our  hair  was  shorn;  we  were  shaven,  disinfected,  put  under  a cold 
shower  and  while  still  wet,  driven  out  and  given  some  items  of  clothing 
which  we  put  on.  We  then  stepped  out  into  the  Birkenau  night,  looking 
at  each  other  silently.  An  illuminated  clock  on  one  of  the  buildings 
showed  2 a.m.  In  the  cool  night  the  lights  of  the  camp  threw  ghostly 
shadows  on  the  gradually  increasing  group.  Through  all  this  torture  I 
managed  to  smuggle  a piece  of  bacon  which  I shared  with  a friend  who 
drifted  to  my  side.  Little  did  I know  at  the  time  that  this  would  be  our 
last  food  for  the  next  forty-eight  hours. 

The  waiting  came  to  an  end  at  last  and  we  started  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  striped-clothed  civilians.  In  one  of  the  barracks  of  the  so-called 
Gypsy  Camp  I stumbled  over  many  people,  squeezed  myself  into  a hole 
and  fell  asleep,  utterly  exhausted.  My  head  rested  on  a shoulder,  my  legs 
were  on  somebody  else’s  lap.  This  uneasy  rest  did  not  last  long;  amidst 
much  shouting  everybody  was  shoved  to  the  front  of  the  barracks  — 
naturally  not  without  blows  — and  the  roll-call  started:  line-up,  count. 
Each  day  started  with  this  ritual  and  it  lasted  for  hours.  On  one  occasion 
the  count  lasted  from  dawn  till  late  in  the  evening,  in  pouring  rain.  Vast 
numbers  fell  out  of  the  rows,  many  of  them  dead.  The  presence  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  reassured  me.  The  events  of  the  past  months  and  days 
helped  to  sustain  me  because  fatigue  and  hunger  suppressed  all  emotions. 
I had  not  yet  become  aware  that  I was  in  an  annihilation  camp  and  I did 
not  know  what  the  Germans  intended  to  do  with  me.  I knew  nothing 
about  my  parents,  and  occasionally  the  thought  crossed  my  mind  that 
they  would  not  be  able  to  survive  this  torture.  My  doubts  regarding  them 
were  resolved  a few  days  later  by  the  reports  of  more  veteran  fellow- 
prisoners,  whose  accounts  were  confirmed  by  the  events  which  I myself 
experienced  within  a very  short  time. 

I was  assigned  to  road  construction  and  had  to  sustain  myself  on  sup- 
plies which  could  hardly  be  called  food  and  which  were  far  from  suf- 
ficient for  bare  subsistence.  Subsequently,  together  with  some  of  my 
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with  children  were  given  separate  rooms,  and  we  did  all  we  could  to  ease 
the  chaotic  conditions.  The  relocation  was  aggravated  by  the  fact  that 
r(X)ms  had  to  be  found  within  the  ghetto  for  the  large  number  of  Jews 
brought  in  from  the  rural  areas.  On  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  gen- 
darmerie all  furniture,  except  straw  mattresses  and  cooking  and  washing 
utensils  had  to  be  removed  from  the  apartments.  In  view  of  my  assign- 
ment I made  it  a point  to  visit  every  corner  of  the  ghetto.  Despite  the 
risks  involved.  I also  went  to  town  daily  to  get  food,  newspapers  and 
essential  commodities,  and  to  hear  the  latest  news. 

The  general  mocxl  deteriorated  daily.  As  a result  of  the  congestion,  in- 
sufficient food,  lack  of  hygiene,  the  isolation  from  the  outside  world, 
illness  and  the  bodily  punishment,  people  seemed  almost  relieved  when 
deportation  started  in  May.  Among  the  deportees  were  inmates  of  the 
Garany  Internment  Camp  who  were  taken  away  as  a separate  group. 
The  unfortunate  Jewish  patients  of  the  neighboring  neurological 
and  psychiatric  wards  had  previously  been  assembled  in  the  courtyard  of 
the  Kestenbaum  primary  school.  As  the  auxiliary  police  we  took  turns 
assisting  a sadistic  plain-clothes  colonel  of  the  counter-intelligence  who 
was  in  charge.  Everyone  had  to  leave:  relatives,  friends,  acquaintances. 
We  tried  to  help  by  seeking  to  get  back  some  of  the  requisitioned  items 
for  their  owners,  or  by  smuggling  the  people  through  without  being 
examined.  The  final  ‘‘attention"  on  Hungarian  soil  was  marked  by  heavy 
blows,  weeping,  imploring.  Thereafter  the  group,  each  member  wearing 
the  yellow  star,  set  out  for  the  “small  station"  where  the  train  of  cattle- 
cars  was  already  waiting  on  a separate  track. 

It  was  a hot  afternoon  in  June  when  my  parents  and  I started  out  on  a 
journey  together  with  over  ten  thousand  other  men,  women  and 
children.  When  we  reached  the  train  about  eighty  persons  were  shoved 
into  each  car.  During  the  trip,  which  lasted  several  days,  I sat  on  my 
knapsack  or  attempted  to  sleep  while  leaning  on  my  neighbor.  Compared 
to  this  trip  in  the  cattle-car,  the  ghetto  seemed  like  a holiday  resort  — if 
one  can  make  this  kind  of  comparison.  The  people  abandoned  themselves 
to  their  mood;  some  wept,  some  prayed,  but  most  of  them  stared  blankly 
into  space  and  then,  suddenly  realizing  their  situation,  began  talking 
loudly.  Their  voices  were  drowned  out  by  the  crying  of  children  and 
parents.  Somewhere  from  the  lower  end  of  the  cattle-car  came  the  voice 
of  the  principal  of  my  former  primary  school,  asking  whether  I knew 
where  we  were  when  the  train  slowed  down.  Orders  barked  in  German 
and  shouts  were  heard,  while  soldiers  in  SS  uniforms  and  civilians 
wearing  striped  garments  herded  everybody  out  of  the  cars.  It  was  early 
in  the  evening;  on  the  horizon  the  sky  turned  red  and  I believed  it  was 
sunset.  We  had  arrived  in  Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
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were  credulous,  naive,  unsuspecting,  deceived  people.  The  frightful, 
terrible  reality  surpassed  their  most  vivid  imagination. 

Zurich,  1985 

The  Personal  Account  of  Mikl6s  V^rtes  (Weiss) 
a Native  of  S^toraljaujhely 


Following  the  entry  of  the  Germans  into  Hungary  in  March,  1944,  my 
family  shared  the  fate  of  Jewry  in  the  rural  areas.  The  Gestapo  went  into 
action  immediately  after  the  occupation  of  the  city,  and  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  local  authorities  arrested  and  held  as  hostages  men 
belonging  to  various  social  strata  (a  physician,  lawyer,  official,  wealthy 
merchant  and  individuals  registered  by  the  authorities  as  leftists).  The 
hostages  were  held  in  the  Status-quo  primary  school.  My  father  was 
among  them,  but  he  was  released  after  a few  days  as  “indispensable''  at 
his  place  of  work.  Disquiet  and  fear  spread  in  town.  The  permanent 
presence  of  German  soldiers,  the  constant  deployment  of  various  military 
units,  the  general  political  situation,  and  the  horrifying  reports  by  those 
returning  from  forced  labor  service,  created  a fear  neurosis,  which  unfor- 
tunately later  proved  to  be  only  too  well  founded. 

At  the  end  of  March,  following  an  official  decree,  the  Jewish  store  in 
which  I worked  had  to  be  closed  down.  Subsequently  there  were  daily 
summons  and  instructions.  We  were  subjected  to  public  work,  limited 
curfew  and  later  the  yellow  star.  Implementation  of  the  orders  was  first 
entrusted  to  the  Hungarian  State  Police,  and  was  later  transferred'  to  the 
gendarmerie.  Events  took  their  inexorable  course.  After  the  setting  up  of 
the  Council  of  Jews,  the  gendarmerie  recruited  an  auxiliary  Jewish  police 
force  from  among  the  young  people  and  together  with  some  of  my  age 
group  I was  inducted  into  this  unit.  Our  first  task  was  to  provide  shelter 
in  the  main  for  elderly  men  and  women  and  for  children  herded  in  from 
the  neighboring  villages  by  the  gendarmes.  The  Jews  were  transported 
from  the  provincial  villages  into  Ujhely  on  wagons,  horse-drawn 
carriages  or  on  foot  and  the  process  lasted  several  days.  It  was  a deeply 
shattering  sight.  Since  the  location  of  the  ghetto  had  already  been 
designated  previously  and  the  flats  registered  according  to  rooms,  it 
became  our  task  to  escort  into  their  designated  quarters  these  unfor- 
tunate, tormented  individuals,  subjected  to  the  brutality  of  the  gendar- 
mes, and  deprived  of  practically  all  their  personal  belongings. 

Our  main  endeavor  was  to  circumvent  the  instructions  and  to  concen- 
trate as  few  people  as  possible  into  the  very  restricted  quarters.  Mothers 
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rescue  him.  The  underground  offered  him  passage  to  Budapest  to  join  the 
Jewish  Council.  He  steadfastly  turned  down  every  offer.  “If  ever,  this  is 
the  time  I have  to  be  with  my  people,"  he  said.  He  stayed  with  them  and 
he  went  with  them  on  their  last  fateful  journey. 

Nikolas  Gombas 
(Miklos  Gombas-Griinhut) 


Reminiscences  of  Rabbi  Dr.  Jacob  Teichman 

(Formerly  of  Taliya,  and  former  chief  Rabbi  of  Zurich, 

where  he  now  resides) 

Taliya  had  a homogeneous  Jewish  community,  but  it  included  three 
women  who  did  not  shear  their  hair  in  Orthodox  fashion,  and  therefore 
not  everyone  was  willing  to  eat  in  their  home.  It  was  common 
knowledge  that  the  Jews  of  Taliya  would  not  touch  non-kosher,  i.e. 
“trefe"  food. 

The  Jews  of  Taliya  were  picked  up  and  transported  to  the  ghetto  of 
Satoraljaiijhely  in  the  spring  of  1 944,  soon  after  Passover.  At  the  time  Dr. 
Teichman  lived  in  Budapest  and  his  relatives  in  the  village  informed  him 
about  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  ghetto  by  writing  him  a few  post- 
cards. They  did  not  complain,  but  it  can  easily  be  imagined  what  it  must 
have  meant  for  them  to  exchange  their  pleasant,  spacious  and  airy 
homes,  surrounded  by  gardens,  for  a corner  in  an  over-crowded  ghetto 
room.  Dr.  Teich man's  mother  had  to  be  operated  on  for  glaucoma.  His 
two  sisters,  Louise  and  Elizabeth,  who  perished  during  the  Holocaust, 
looked  after  her  with  loving  and  tender  care.  They  asked  for  eyedrops, 
which  were  indispensable  for  her  eyes.  Some  members  of  the  Pasternak 
family  were  allowed  to  return  to  Taliya  to  fetch  certain  items,  and  taking 
advantage  of  this  opportunity,  Ilona  Kozak  sent  food  for  her  family 
through  them.  Because  of  their  very  strict  observance  of  kosher  food  not 
everything  could  be  provided. 

The  last  news  regarding  his  loved  ones  reached  Dr.  Teichman  on  a 
postcard  dropped  from  the  train  on  its  way  from  Hidasnemet  to  Kassa. 
They  of  course  had  no  knowledge  where  they  were  headed  for.  Fearfully 
they  prayed  only  for  the  protection  of  God  Almighty.  They  had  been 
deserted  by  all  — only  He  and  their  faith  remained  with  them  until  their 
last  days,  Rosh  Hodesh,  the  first  of  the  Hebrew  month  of  Sivan. 

The  memory  of  all  the  other  martyrs  from  Taliya,  about  1 70  souls, 
comprising  entire  large  families,  is  faithfully  preserved.  These  poor  souls 
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pioneer  and  forward-looking  concept  at  that  time. 

The  spiritual  leader  and  the  driving  force  of  this  model  congregation 
was  the  learned  Rabbi  Samuel  Roth,  who  became  a legend  even  in  his 
lifetime.  Rabbi  Roth  was  a handsome  person,  tall,  erect,  always  im- 
maculately dressed  in  well-cut  conservative  suits.  His  long,  slightly 
graying,  well-trimmed  beard  was  accented  by  a sharp  but  well  formed 
nose,  and  his  friendly  brown  eyes  radiated  warmth  and  understanding. 
His  best  known  and  most  talked  about  feature  was  a striking  resemblance 
to  Count  Albert  Apponyi,  then  the  country’s  most  respected  and  adored 
statesman.  This  remarkable  likeness  made  him  so  well  known  among  the 
city's  gentile  population  that  when  he  made  his  appearance  in  the  County 
Assembly  Hall  (this  was  in  the  pre-Hitler  years  when  the  Chief  Rabbi 
was  a member  of  the  Assembly)  a hush  would  follow  his  entry,  and 
curious  eyes  would  be  fixed  on  him. 

He  was  a gifted  orator,  whose  sermons  were  always  anticipated  and 
well  received  by  the  congregation.  His  warm,  velvety  baritone  voice 
echoed  in  every  corner  of  the  large  synagogue,  and  his  audience  was 
thrilled  when  he  talked  about  his  favorite  subject,  “the  traditions".  This 
was  well  before  “Fiddler  on  the  Roof’  made  tradition  the  focus  of  con- 
temporary Jewish  life. 

His  main  interest  was  the  youth.  He  organized  and  set  up  the  Youth 
Temple  in  the  school's  auditorium.  The  Sabbath  and  High  Holyday  ser- 
vices were  accented  by  a choir  which  was  so  admired  that  adults  from 
the  big  synagogue  often  came  over  to  enjoy  the  magnificent  tenor  soloist, 
Erno  Grosz. 

A born  educator.  Rabbi  Roth  was  happiest  when  among  his  pupils.  As 
Chief  Rabbi  he  was  not  required  to  do  actual  teaching;  a competent 
religious  teaching  staff  was  at  his  disposal.  However  guidance  and  super- 
vision alone  did  not  satisfy  him.  Teaching  was  a passion,  a devotion  with 
him.  From  high  school  up  he  moved  into  the  classroom  and  took  per- 
sonal charge  of  the  religious  education.  His  classes  were  more  like 
discussions,  never  a chore,  and  in  the  relaxed  atmosphere  which  he 
created  he  made  us  aware  and  proud  of  our  Jewish  heritage.  We  started 
with  the  early  history  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  he  told  us  about  the 
Biblical  heroes,  about  the  Maccabees,  about  Mordechai  and  the  others. 
Without  realizing  it,  we  became  well  versed  in  the  Commentators.  We 
discussed  Rashi  at  length,  and  when  the  discussion  centered  around 
Maimonides,  who  was  his  favorite  philosopher,  the  allocated  time  was 
never  enough  for  him.  He  constantly  found  new  approaches,  and  how  to 
get  more  and  more  enjoyment  from  Maimonides’  teachings. 

Despite  his  enormous  popularity  and  his  tremendous  prestige,  the  year 
1944  found  him  in  the  Satoraljaujhely  ghetto.  There  were  attempts  to 
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Police,  Military,  Court  of  Law  and  the  County  Offices,  everybody  else 
was  Jewish.  Even  if  that  was  not  the  case,  they  did  seem  to  dominate  the 
city's  commercial  and  cultural  life. 

In  my  time  in  Ujhely  there  were  three  major  congregations  with  their 
respective  synagogues:  the  ultra  religious  Hasidim,  the  very  religious  Or- 
thodox, and  the  not  so  religious  Status-quo  community.  Th^  Hasidim  did 
not  take  part  in  the  city’s  community  life.  They  lived  in  a self-imposed 
ghetto  and  wore  the  same  style  of  garb  their  forefathers  did  in  the  Pale. 
Their  language  of  communication,  and  in  most  cases  the  only  language 
they  spoke,  was  Yiddish.  They  lived  in  complete  isolation,  set  apart  not 
only  from  the  Christian  population,  but  even  from  their  Jewish  brethren. 

The  Orthodox  came  from  the  same  roots  as  the  Hasidim,  but  had 
already  taken  the  first  and  most  significant  steps  on  the  road  toward 
adaptation  to  modern  times.  They  still  had  their  own  dayan  (religious 
Judge),  Reb  Hirsch  Dick,  to  whom  their  women  went  with  their 
household  religious  questions,  and  in  their  more  worldly  disputes  they 
sought  religious  adjudication  (Din  Torah)  instead  of  going  to  the  civil 
courts.  But  they  were  clad  in  modern  dress,  engaged  in  commerce  and 
were  skilled  artisans.  They  spoke  Magyar  to  the  outside  world,  but  the 
purest  Warsaw  Yiddish  at  home.  They  sent  their  sons  around  Europe  to 
study  medicine  or  law,  but  only  after  they  had  received  a proper  Jewish 
education  in  the  Heder  and  Talmud  Torah. 

The  Status-quo  congregation  was  not  only  the  largest  numerically,  but 
by  far  the  most  prominent.  For  all  practical  purposes  they  were  the  em- 
bodiment of  the  Jewish  life  in  Ujhely.  They  were  the  doctors,  lawyers, 
dentists  of  the  city;  they  were  the  bankers,  merchants,  industrialists  of  the 
community.  They  organized  the  concerts,  were  the  patrons  of  the  theatre 
and  the  dancers  at  the  Chanukah  Ball. 

They  were  cultured  people.  They  were  forward  looking  , and  as  such 
built  a Jewish  Community  Centre  which  was  second  to  none  in  the  con- 
try.  Synagogue,  school,  auditorium  and  study  house  complemented  each 
other  and  occupied  a prestigious  city  block  adjacent  to  the  City  Hall.  The 
synagogue  was  an  architectural  masterpiece,  designed  by  an  Italian  ar- 
chitect and  fashioned  after  the  Verona  synagogue  which  even  today  is  a 
tourist  attraction.  The  study  house  in  the  middle  of  the  complex  was  a 
reminder  of  the  traditional  study  house  (Bet  Midrash)  in  Warsaw.  The 
pride  and  jewel  of  the  Centre  was  the  school.  When  I say  ‘‘pride"  I mean 
not  only  the  delightful  two-storey  school  building  and  auditorium,  but 
also  and  even  more  so  the  dedicated  teachers  like  Lowy,  Weiss,  Adel 
Fancy  and  Moses  Feldmar,  to  name  just  a few.  I mean  also  the  revered 
principal,  Samuel  Fodor,  who  during  his  long  stewardship  educated 
many  generations  of  Jewish  children.  His  school  was  co-educational,  a 
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Rabbi  Fellner  died  after  only  three  years  in  Ujhely,  and  one  of  the 
eulogies  was  delivered  by  Reb  Hirsch.  I recall  that  his  remarks  were 
devoted  entirely  to  a plea  to  the  congregation  not  to  forget  the  widow, 
but  to  look  after  and  support  her. 

Little  wonder  that  he  was  regarded  with  respect  and  reverence  by  Jews 
from  all  the  diverse  elements  which  made  up  the  population  of  Ujhely. 

He  met  death  in  the  same  spirit  which  characterized  the  great  martyrs 
of  Jewish  history.  The  details  were  told  to  me  by  my  father  s cousin, 
Josef  Weinberger,  who  was  a member  of  the  Jiidenrat  in  the  Ujhely 
ghetto.  Following  the  German  occupation  of  Hungary  the  Jews  were 
gathered  into  ghettos,  and  from  there  shipped  out  to  the  slaughter  camps 
in  daily  quotas.  One  day  the  gendarmerie,  who  were  perhaps  worse  than 
the  Nazi  S.S.,  came  back  to  the  ghetto  to  round  up  a few  more  Jews  to 
squeeze  into  the  already  full  cattle  cars.  The  Jews  sought  to  hide,  to  save 
themselves,  hoping  to  delay  their  fate  a few  days  longer. 

As  the  gendarmes  persisted  in  their  search,  Reb  Hirsch  came  out,  faced 
them,  and  cried  out  in  Hungarian:  “Leave  them  alone,  please  leave  them. 
Take  me.  I have  lived  long  enough.  Take  me  and  I shall  be  ransom  for 
them."  In  his  final  hours  he  was  true  to  himself  and  to  his  unwavering 
faith  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  G-d’s  decrees. 

Reb  Hirsch  had  no  children,  but  he  raised  an  orphan,  his  wife’s 
nephew,  who  stemmed  from  a family  of  rabbis.  Leibisch  Jungreis 
followed  the  same  religious  and  spiritual  ideals  which  he  observed  in  his 
uncle,  and  later  became  a rabbi  in  Szikszo,  serving  there  until  he  met  the 
same  fate  that  befell  his  congregation  and  the  other  rabbis  of  Hungary. 

The  story  of  Reb  Hirsch  must  not  be  forgotten,  and  can  serve  as  an  in- 
spiration to  future  generations.  I feel  that  I have  survived  so  that  I might 
tell  the  world  the  story  of  this  great  and  holy  man. 

Benjamin  Eisenberger 


The  Status-quo  Congregation  of  Sdtoraljaujhely 
A Tribute  to  Rabbi  Samuel  Roth 


One  quarter  of  Ujhely's  population  was  Jewish  which  made  it,  next  to 
Budapest,  the  most  “Jewish  city"  in  Hungary.  The  parallel  does  not  end 
there.  The  presence  of  these  people  with  their  various  occupations  was  so 
conspicuous  that  the  casual  visitor  to  the  city  must  have  got  the  im- 
pression that  short  of  a few  gentile  occupational  strongholds  like  the 


169 


He  never  wasted  a moment  of  time  or  uttered  an  idle  word.  During  the 
six  years  in  which  I studied  under  him  I never  heard  him  tell  an  anecdote 
or  a joke.  He  never  voiced  a superfluous  word. 

Occasionally  he  would  begin  his  classes  a few  minutes  earlier  than 
scheduled,  or  continue  beyond  the  time  set,  quoting  the  Hatam  Sopher 
who  said  that  he  had  become  a scholar  by  virtue  of  the  extra  five  or  ten 
minutes  devoted  to  study  whenever  opportunity  offered. 

His  practice  of  Gem  Hut  Hesed,  charity  in  the  broadest  sense,  knew  no 
bounds.  Although  UJhely  had  been  a flourishing  town  until  the  end  of 
the  First  World  War,  the  border  changes  effected  by  the  Trianon  Peace 
Treaty  undermined  the  economic  life  of  the  city.  The  Jews  of  UJhely, 
most  of  whom  were  working  people  and  businessmen,  were  reduced  to 
poverty,  and  Reb  Hirsch  sought  to  meet  the  needs  of  many  of  them.  He 
badgered  those  with  means  to  allocate  a fixed  sum  for  the  poor  each 
week  or  each  month,  and  himself  distributed  all  his  earnings  except  what 
he  needed  for  essentials.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  approach  strangers  in 
town,  wheedling  them  into  providing  assistance.  There  were  many  who 
needed  his  help.  Some  of  his  “clients’'  — and  this  I saw  with  my  own 
eyes  — would  enter  his  yard,  especially  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  and 
he  would  catch  sight  of  them  through  his  window.  He  would  go  outside, 
hand  them  money  so  unobtrusively  that  it  seemed  he  was  receiving 
rather  than  giving,  and  then  hurry  back  to  his  studying. 

His  wife,  who  had  the  greatest  respect  for  him,  once  went  to  the  board 
of  the  congregation  and  asked  them  not  to  give  him  his  salary  directly, - 
since  he  gave  away  almost  the  entire  amount.  Once  when  he  was  ill,  they 
gave  him  a fund  to  go  to  a spa.  When  he  came  back,  he  returned  half  the 
amount  because  he  had  not  spent  it. 

His  attitude  to  others  was  governed  by  loving  kindness  and 
graciousness.  In  1922  the  UJhely  kehilla  named  Rabbi  Joel  Fellner,  of 
Beled,  as  their  spiritual  leader.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  rabbis  in 
Hungary,  and  the  community  was  honored  that  he  had  consented  to 
come  to  them,  assuming  his  duties  when  he  was  in  his  sixties.  He  was  ex- 
tremely  strict,  and  stipulated  that  he  would  not  come  to  UJhely  unless 
certain  conditions  were  met,  one  of  these  being  that  the  wife  of  every 
new  member  of  the  synagogue  had  to  wear  a sheitel,  a wig.  This  was  a 
sore  point  for  many  of  the  members,  but  they  agreed  since  they  wanted 
him.  Reb  Hirsch  was  of  another  opinion,  but  he  showed  only  respect  for 
the  rabbi.  He  once  told  my  father,  who  was  a great  admirer  of  Rabbi 
Fellner,  that  he  should  not  be  so  enthusiastic  about  this  ruling  for  it 
would  drive  the  younger  generation  into  a less  religious  congregation. 
This  was  typical  of  Reb  Hirsch.  He  was  extremely  strict  for  himself,  but 
tolerant  and  understanding  of  others. 
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brothers  and  sisters,  whom  you  foully  murdered/' 

Almost  bursting  with  rage  the  sadistic  S.S.  man  shouted,  “ril  teach 
you  a lesson.  Til  see  that  you  won  t have  anything  to  be  happy  about. 
You  won't  get  that  nice  easy  death  you  expected.  Oh  no,  I'll  have  you 

taken  to  a place  where  you'll  get  'special  treatment’.  We’ll...  we’ll  cut 
sciles  out  of  your  living  bodies." 


The  Life  and  Death  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hacohen  Dick 
(Known  as  Reb  Hirsch)  Dayan  in  Ujhely 

The  opportunity  of  writing  about  Rabbi  Zvi  Hacohen  Dick  and  of 
helping  to  keep  his  memory  alive  is  a responsibility  which  I accept 
gratefully,  for  he  was  truly  a superior  human  being. 

His  life  was  devoted  to  Torah,  to  prayer  and  to  charity,  the  three 
pillars  on  which,  according  to  our  sages,  the  world  rests,  and  he  was 
fully  deserving  of  the  title  Zadik  (holy  man)  which  was  generally  applied 
to  him.  He  was  always  conscious  of  the  omnipresence  of  G-d  and 
epitomized  what  in  the  Hasidic  world  is  called  dvekut  (utter  dedication). 

Reb  Hirsch  was  the  dayan  (rabbinical  judge)  of  the  Ashkenazi  kehilla 
in  Ujhely  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  during  this  time  he  ministered  not 
only  to  members  of  his  own  community,  but  to  all  who  came  to  him. 
Jews  brought  him  their  religious  problems,  their  private  matters  and  even 
their  financial  troubles.  He  never  refused  anyone  who  sought  his  aid. 

For  most  of  his  life  he  served  alone,  without  the  supporting  authority 
of  a congregational  rabbi,  and  most  of  the  burden  of  the  kehilla  fell  on  his 
shoulders.  In  1934  Rabbi  David  Klein  was  named  rabbi  of  the 
congregation,  and  though  the  appointment  was  opposed  by  many  mem- 
bers who  considered  it  an  affront  to  their  beloved  Reb  Hirsch,  the  latter 
had  no  objection.  Rabbi  Klein  filled  his  post  for  ten  years  until,  at  the 
head  of  his  flock,  he  perished  at  Auschwitz. 

Reb  Hirsch  studied  with  all  the  intensity  of  his  being,  his  object  being 
to  try  to  comprehend  the  true  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Torah  and  of 
our  sages.  He  sought  neither  fame  nor  recognition;  his  sole  purpose  was 
to  learn  truth.  His  days  were  spent  in  studying  or  in  teaching,  interrupted 
only  when  people  came  to  seek  his  guidance  and  advice.  I recall  his 
room,  a kind  of  office  attached  to  his  home.  Three  walls  were  covered 
with  books.  He  sat  at  a table,  surrounded  by  benches  on  which  his 
students  sat  when  they  studied  with  him.  Across  from  him  was  a win- 
dow through  which  he  could  catch  sight  of  people  coming  to  him,  mostly 
women  with  problems  of  kashnit  in  their  households.  He  would  receive 
their  queries,  ponder  them,  provide  the  answers,  and  then  go  back  to  his 
studies. 
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Thank  G-d,  my  words  actually  made  an  impression  on  the  evil  Kapo. 
With  a slight  smile  on  his  lips  he  growled.  “Get  out  of  here,  you  clever 
Jew.  You  can  go.  Call  at  my  block  tomorrow  morning  and  Fll  see  that 
you  get  decent  food  on  the  quiet.”  So  I escaped  from  the  Kapo  and  cer- 
tain death.  Thanks  be  to  G-d  for  all  His  mercies. 

II 

This  is  something  worth  recording  for  all  generations.  The  Nazi  murde- 
rers had  already  destroyed  all  the  boys  in  the  camp  up  to  the  age  of  about 
15-16.  There  were  only  about  fifty  young  boys  left  in  the  whole  camp. 
On  the  night  of  Simchat  Torah  5704  these,  too,  were  rounded  up  by  the 
murder  squads  and  taken  to  the  place  of  execution  — the  gas  chambers. 
Once  there,  they  were  ordered  to  take  a shower,  so  as  to  “get  themselves 
clean  before  their  release.”  This  was  the  transparent  ruse  adopted  by  the 
murderers  to  try  and  lull  their  victims  into  a false  sense  of  security  before 
taking  their  innocent  lives. 

But  these  boys  knew  full  well  what  awaited  them  in  a very  few 
minutes.  Refusing  to  give  in  to  panic  or  despair,  they  overcame  their 
natural  feelings  of  terror  at  their  impending  doom.  One  of  them  called 
out,  “Friends:  You  know  tonight  is  Simchat  Torah.  We  haven’t  got  a 
Sefer  Torah  here  to  dance  with,  but  the  Ribono  Shel  Olam  (The  Master  of 
the  Universe)  is  here  with  us.  Let’s  dance  with  Him,  before  we  are 
burnt.”  Immediately  they  joined  hands,  formed  a circle,  and  began  to 
dance.  They  sang  a shreynu,  mah  tov  chelkeynu  (“Happy  are  we,  how 
goodly  is  our  lot!”)  and  Vetaher  libeyny  le  ovdecha  be  emet  (“Purify  our 
hearts  to  serve  you  in  truth”)  to  the  traditional  rhythmic  melodies.  The 
sounds  of  dancing  and  song  burst  forth  from  the  Place  of  Burning  like 
song  bursting  forth  before  the  altar  of  G-d.  Faster  and  faster  swung  the 
circle.  The  enthusiasm  of  those  doomed  boys  knew  no  bounds. 

The  Nazi  guards  who  had  been  standing  in  the  outer  room  ready  to 
turn  on  the  gas  came  in  at  the  unwonted  sounds.  When  they  saw  what 
was  happening,  they  were  torn  between  rage  and  amazement.  How 
could  boys  on  the  very  threshold  of  death  find  such  inner  strength  and 
courage?  How  could  they  break  out  into  song,  dance  and  praise  at  that 
moment? 

The  SS  officer  strode  up.  “What‘s  going  on  here?“,  he  barked  “What 
are  you  so  happy  about,  Jew-swine?” 

“You  know  what  we’re  happy  about?”  replied  the  boys,  still  dancing, 
“We  re  happy  that  we’re  leaving  a world  where  dogs  like  you  make  the 
rules.  Our  greatest  happiness  is  that  we  shall  be  rid  of  accursed  murderers 
like  you.  Another  thing,  we  shall  be  seeing  our  parents  again,  and  our 
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tteskleid?  Can't  you  see  how  they  are  destroying  your  people  — your 
own  family,  day  by  day?  Don't  you  see  them  being  put  to  death  with  the 
most  fearsome  cruelties?  And  you  still  dare  to  mention  the  name  of  G-d? 
Do  you  tell  me  you  still  believe  there  is  a G-d  who  runs  the  world?  Then 
why  doesn't  He  do  something  to  stop  the  Nazis  destroying  you  with  the 
most  fiendish  cruelties  and  tortures  that  human  beings  have  ever  suffered 
on  this  earth?"  And  more,  much  more,  in  the  same  vein. 

During  all  this  time  I was  lying  on  the  ground  like  a stone;  partly  from 
sheer  despair,  and  partly  from  the  terrible  beating  I had  undergone  which 
had  left  me  bleeding  all  over.  Eventually  the  man  made  me  stand  up. 
"Give  me  an  answer",  he  shouted,  "and  it  had  better  be  a good  one,  or 
you  won't  leave  this  room  alive." 

My  predicament  was  a fearful  one.  I knew  perfectly  well  that  the  man 
would  make  good  his  threat  if  I didn't  produce  an  answer  good  enough 
to  satisfy  him  and  to  still  his  blood-lust. 

"I'll  have  to  explain  by  way  of  a parable",  I said,  "There  was  once  a 
great  surgeon.  He  was  famous  all  over  the  world  for  the  amazing 
operations  which  he  performed.  Once,  he  was  asked  to  operate  on  a very 
important  person  who  was  dangerously  ill.  Only  this  operation  could 
save  him  if  he  was  successful.  To  start  the  operation  he  made  a deep, 
wide  cut  in  the  patient's  body,  just  over  the  heart.  A shoemaker  was  wat- 
ching. He  knew  nothing  about  the  needs  of  the  patient  or  the  purpose  of 
the  operation.  All  he  saw  was  the  unfortunate  person  having  incisions 
made  in  his  most  vital  organs.  That  surgeon  must  be  mad',  said  the  shoe- 
maker. ‘When  I cut  fresh  leather  I cut  round  the  edges,  I don't  cut  into 
the  finest  parts'.  Now,  do  you  think  that  the  surgeon  will  alter  the  course 
of  the  operation  because  of  the  shoe-maker's  ignorant  criticism?  That's 
how  it  is  with  G-d  and  us.  We  don't  understand  what's  going  on.  We 
can't  see  why  the  cut  is  being  made  in  the  best  part  — in  the  people  of 
Israel.  But  this  doesn‘t  make  us  think  any  less  of  Him  (G-d  forbid).  We 
know  we  are  only  human  with  limited  minds.  We  can't  hope  to  under- 
stand the  way  G-d  runs  the  world." 

I explained  this  parable  to  him  as  well  as  I could  and  I concluded  with 
a word  of  the  Rabbi  of  Yaroslav.  When  people  asked  him  how  he 
managed  to  reach  such  a ripe  old  age,  he  used  to  say,  "Because  I never 
ask  questions  on  the  way  G-d  runs  the  world.  I prefer  to  take  everything 
with  good  grace.  I'm  afraid  to  ask  questions  because  G-d  might  say  to 
me,  "All  right:  you  want  to  understand?  Then  come  up  to  me  to  heaven 
and  I'll  show  how  everything  is  for  the  best.  I don't  want  to  go  to  heaven 
yet,  so  I don't  ask  questions.  That’s  how  I got  so  old."  I told  the  guard 
that  if  he  still  hoped  to  get  out  of  this  camp  alive,  my  advice  would  be  to 
follow  the  Rabbi’s  example  and  not  ask  questions  of  this  kind. 
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G-D  IN  AUSCHWITZ 
By  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Meisels 


The  following  two  episodes  are  personal  accounts  of  events  in  A uschwitz 
written  by  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Meisels.  Rabbi  Meisels,  a survivor  of  Ausch- 
witz, became,  at  the  wars  end,  Rav  of  Bergen -Belsen  and  Rabbi  of  the 
British  Zone  of  Occupation  in  Germany,  and  later  Rabbi  of  the 
Congregation  Shearith  Yisroel  in  Chicago.  The  accounts  are  taken  from 
the  preface  to  his  book  Mekadshey  Hashem  C Sanctifiers  of  the  Name*),  a 
collection  of  responsa  written  by  great  rabbis  of  Eastern  Europe  who 
perished  in  the  Holocaust  (published  in  Chicago,  57 1 5 1955). 


[ had  a tallit  katan  with  me,  in  Auschwitz.  I had  cut  it  out  of  the  or- 
namental tallit  which  used  to  belong  to  my  grandfather,  the  saintly  Rebbe 
of  Sziget.  (How  I had  managed  to  keep  it  in  the  camp,  where  every  single 
possession  was  taken  from  us  on  arrival,  is  another  story).  I wore  it  un- 
der my  camp  tunic.  This  too,  had  its  dangers.  If  it  had  been  discovered  by 
the  S.S.  men  I could  have  been  struck  dead  on  the  spot.  And,  indeed,  one 
day  it  was  discovered. 

It  happened  when  I was  just  coming  out  of  the  bath-house.  The  accur- 
sed “Phoenix"  guard  was  there.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  bath  house.  His 
main  job  was  to  see  that  no  one  took  more  than  one  tunic.  He  had  been  a 
German  communist  and  for  his  sins  had  been  sentenced  to  life  imprison- 
ment by  the  Nazis.  Now  he  had  been  appointed  as  our  guard.  He  noticed 
the  slight  bulge  that  the  tallit  katan  caused  under  my  tunic  and  ordered 
me  to  come  over  to  him.  When  he  felt  under  my  tunic  and  discovered  the 
tallit  katan,  he  was  enraged.  “What  is  this?"  he  shouted.  “This  is  against 
regulations."  He  had  never  seen  a tallit  katan  before,  and  he  ordered  me 
to  explain.  I didn't  want  him  to  think  I had  stolen  it,  so  I told  him  it  was 
“ein  G-tteskIeid“  (“a  G-dly  garment“)  which  I had  brought  with  me 
from  home.  At  once  he  started  screaming  and  shouting  and  rained  down 
murderous  blows  on  my  head  and  body.  “You  come  into  my  room",  he 
roared.  “Fll  teach  you  something  about  G-d". 

When  I heard  this  terrible  order  my  hair  began  to  stand  on  end. 
Everyone  knew  the  meaning  of  a command  such  as  this  from  this  mur- 
derous fiend.  It  meant  certain  death  at  the  hands  of  that  murderer.  But 
what  could  I do?  I had  to  follow  him  into  his  room.  Once  there,  he 
vented  his  rage  on  me  again  and  continued  raining  blows  on  me  without 
mercy.  “You  swine"  he  shouted.  “You  still  dare  to  talk  about  a G- 
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TESTIMONIES 

Edited  by  Alex  Bondy 
Translated  by  liana  Lenji 


This  chapter  contains  a collection  of  reminiscences  by  those  natives  of 
Zemplen  County  and  Satoraljaujhely  who  today  live  in  Canada,  the 
U.S.A.  and  Israel.  They  recall  memories  of  the  city  in  which  they  were 
born,  where  they  were  educated  and  where  they  spent  their  youth.  They 
report  on  their  families,  their  parents,  their  loved  ones;  but  first  and 
foremost  theirs  is  a testimony,  a warning  memento  for  their  descendants 
and  for  the  generations  to  come  about  the  Holocaust,  the  ghetto,  the 
deportations,  the  compulsory  labor,  and  all  the  suffering  connected  with 
these.  But  this  is  also  a testimony  to  the  liberation  which  marked  the 
beginning  of  a new  era. 
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murdered. 

After  the  German  occupation  the  Jews  were  all  sent  to  the  ghetto  in 
Ujhely.  Tolcsva  had  about  360  Jews,  of  whom  only  about  forty  were  the 
surviving  remnant. 

Vajd^cska,  a village  in  the  Sdrospatak  district,  first  settled  by  Jews  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  They  were  merchants  and  artisans  and 
tilled  the  soil.  At  first  affiliated  with  the  community  in  Sdrospatak,  the 
Jews  here  later  assumed  communal  independence,  and  other  smaller 
communities  looked  to  them  for  religious  services.  Among  them  were 
Pdcin,  Berecld,  Bodroghalom,  Karcsa,  Karos,  Ldca  and  Rozvdny. 
Though  some  of  these  villages  had  partial  services,  sometimes  a shohet, 
sometimes  a synagogue,  their  Jews  would  on  the  holidays  all  come  to 
pray  in  Vajddcska.  In  addition  to  its  synagogue,  the  community  also  had 
a cemetery,  a Hevra  Kaddisha,  a heder,  a yeshiva,  a mikveh  and  a school. 
During  its  history  the  community  had  only  one  rabbi,  Ephraim  Fishel 
Roth,  who  wrote  a well  known  book. 


A cooperative  store,  opened  in  1930,  seriously  affected  the  Jewish 
owners  of  the  local  grocery  store  and  other  merchants.  The  Jews  were 
also  forbidden  to  sell  alcoholic  beverages,  and  with  the  passage  of  the 
Jewish  Laws,  their  lands  were  expropriated.  After  the  German  oc- 
cupation, they  were  all  assembled  in  the  synagogue  yard  and  then, 

^ 

headed  by  their  rabbi,  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  The  town  had  a 
population  of  about  60-70  Jews,  of  whom  only  about  ten  remained  alive. 

Zempl^nagdrd,  a village  in  the  district  of  Kirdlyhelmec.  The  Jews  who 
settled  there  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  were  for  the  most  part 
traders  and  artisans.  The  community  was  affiliated  at  first  to  that  of 
Ricse,  and  later  to  that  of  Cig^nd.  It  had  a synagogue,  a mikveh  and  a 
cemetery.  Small  neighboring  village  communities,  which  had  previously 
been  connected  with  Ricse,  received  religious  services  from  here.  Among 
them  were  R^vlednyvdr  and  Ddmdc. 

After  the  German  occupation  the  Jews  were  gathered  in  the  school. 


and  transferred  from  there  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Of  the  approximately 
1 30  Jews  of  the  village,  less  than  ten  survived. 

In  addition  to  the  names  listed  above,  mention  must  also  be  made  of 
the  following  scattered  communities:  Kds6,  Golop,  Boly,  Bodzdsujlak, 
Bodrogszerdahely,  Bodrogszentes,  Szomotor,  Sz^phalom,  Semj^n, 
Kiskovesd,  Nagy-,  Mikdhdza,  Magyarsas,  and  Tiszakardd. 
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Hungarian.  The  synagogue  was  built  in  1889.  Among  the  renowned 
rabbis  were  Rabbi  Gabriel  Jacob  Sanditc  and  Rabbi  David  Schick,  who 
published  a book  on  Talmudic  study.  Last  of  the  community’s  spiritual 
leaders  was  Rabbi  Moses  Nathan  Halevi  Jungreis,  who  died  in  the 
Holocaust.  Tokaj  was  one  of  the  few  places  where  Jewish  nationalism 
was  able  to  strike  root,  and  despite  the  Orthodox  atmosphere,  a Zionist 
youth  movement  was  established  there  in  1931. 

Early  in  the  forties  Tokaj  became  a center  for  the  Labor  Service  units, 
and  the  forced  laborers  of  military  age  were  sent  from  here  to  the 
Ukraine.  After  the  German  occupation  an  S.S.  unit  was  camped  here  and 
aided  the  local  authorities  in  carrying  out  the  measures  against  the  Jews. 
Even  before  the  first  steps  were  taken  to  annihilate  the  community,  the 
wealthy  Jews  were  arrested  and  held  in  administrative  imprisonment  in 
Kis-Tarcsa.  In  April,  1944,  all  the  Jews  were  assembled  in  the 
synagogue  and  held  there  for  two  weeks  under  terribly  crowded  con- 
ditions. Subsequently  the  bet  midrash  and  other  communal  buildings 
were  transformed  into  a miniature  ghetto.  The  authorities  permitted  the 
villagers  to  help  the  incarcerated  Jews  by  sending  them  food  parcels.  In 
May  they  were  all  loaded  onto  wagons  and  taken  to  Bodrogkeresztur, 
and  then  transferred  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  A few  managed  to  escape 
and  fled  to  Budapest.  Only  about  one  tenth  of  the  approximately 
thousand  Jews  in  Tokaj  survived  the  war. 

Toicsva,  a village  in  the  Tokaj  district,  where  Jews  first  settled  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  They  leased  vineyards,  manufactured  wine  and  were 
also  occupied  as  traders,  artisans  and  wagoners.  The  first  synagogue  was 
built  in  1860.  The  community  maintained  a heder,  a yeshiva  and  a 
charitable  aid  society. 

Many  of  the  community’s  rabbis  were  authors.  Rabbi  Moses  David 
Ashkenazi,  who  served  during  the  early  part  of  the  preceding  century, 
wrote  two  books  dealing  with  religious  legal  problems.  He  went  to 
Palestine,  settled  in  Safed,  and  died  there  in  1856.  Rabbi  Aaron  Green- 
berg, a former  pupil  of  the  Hatam  Safer,  wrote  on  marriage  and  divorce 
problems.  Rabbi  Abraham  Isaac  Glueck  issued  two  volumes  on  various 
interpretations  of  the  Mishnah.  Later  Rabbi  Samuel  Gottlieb  and  Rabbi 
Akiba  Pinhas  Kornitzer  served  the  community. 

Smaller  communities  affiliated  with  Toicsva  were  Koinl6ska, 
Bodrogolaszi,  Zsad^ny,  Felsd-,  K5z^p-,  and  Als6huta.  The  community 
had  a Hewa  Kaddisha  and  a women’s  organization.  There  was  a lively 
cultural  life,  and  despite  the  fact  that  this  was  an  Orthodox  community, 
there  was  also  Zionist  activity.  The  Jewish  Laws  served  to  destroy  the 
Jews  means  of  livelihood;  their  vineyards  and  lands  were  expropriated. 
Several  families  were  banished  to  Kamenets-Podolski  in  1941,  and  there 
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heder.  The  Jews  were  vintners,  merchants  and  artisans. 

Rabbi  Ezekiel  Panet,  who  was  later  to  become  the  chief  rabbi  of  Tran- 
sylvania, served  here  during  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and 
founded  the  famous  family  of  that  name.  He  was  born  in  Silesia,  was  in- 
fluenced by  Hasidism,  and  wrote  a book  on  Jewish  law.  At  the  end  of  the 
century  the  rabbi  here  was  Jacob  Shapira,  who  was  suceeded  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Joshua  Heschel  Segal  Rosner. 

Following  the  First  World  War  the  Jews  here  suffered  a great  deal  at 
the  hands  of  the  local  villagers.  The  Jewish  Laws  which  went  into  effect 
on  the  eve  of  the  Second  World  War  undermined  their  economic  status. 
Following  the  German  occupation  they  were  subjected  to  a curfew,  then 
assembled  in  the  synagogue,  and  shipped  to  the  ghetto  in  UJhely.  Only 
about  thirty  survived  of  the  original  population  of  some  300.  The  few 
who  remained  left  the  village  when  their  synagogue  was  burned  down  in 
1956. 

Tiszaluc,  a village  in  the  district  of  Szerencs.  The  first  Jews  who  set- 
tled here  in  the  eighteenth  century  earned  their  livelihood  from  the  sale  of 
timber  that  was  floated  down  the  Tisza  River  from  the  mountains  in  nor- 
theast Hungary.  Later  they  leased  lands  or  served  as  overseers  and  func- 
tionaries for  the  estate  owners  or  worked  as  merchants  and  artisans.  The 
synagogue  was  erected  in  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  century.  The 
community  was  at  first  affiliated  with  that  of  M^d  and  later  Szerencs.  It 
had  a Hevra  Kaddisha  and  a mikveh.  Passage  of  the  Jewish  Laws  by 
Parliament  seriously  affected  their  means  of  livelihood,  and  all  those  em- 
ployed by  the  estates  were  dismissed. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Second  World  War  several  families  were 
deported  and  were  murdered  in  Kamanets-Podolski.  The  German  oc- 
cupation was  followed  by  assembly  of  the  local  Jews  in  the  synagogue 

^ 

courtyard,  whence  they  were  shipped  to  the  ghetto  in  UJhely.  The  ap- 
proximately 1 70  Jews  were  reduced  to  about  twenty,  and  those  returning 
to  the  village  after  the  war  found  that  their  synagogue  had  been  conver- 
ted by  the  villagers  into  a pigpen. 

Tokaj,  a village  located  where  the  Bodrog  River  flows  into  the  Tisza. 
Jews  were  to  be  found  here  in  the  seventeenth  century  but  they  left 
because  of  the  hardships  caused  by  the  many  wars,  and  returned  only  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  Their  means  of  livelihood  were  connected  with 
viniculture  and  wine.  About  a hundred  years  ago  an  enterprising  Jew  put 
up  a match  factory;  others  were  merchants,  artisans,  functionaries, 
physicians  and  lawyers.  The  community  had  a Hevra  Kaddisha,  an 
organization  for  the  sponsorship  of  godfathers,  a society  of  Jewish  mer- 
chants, and  a Tiferet  Bahurim  group  for  the  youth.  The  school  was 
established  in  1856,  and  from  1883  the  language  of  instruction  there  was 
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Ttf  lya,  a village  in  the  Szerencs  district.  Jews  settled  here  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  preceding  century  with  the  support  of  the  estate  owners.  The 
local  population,  regarding  them  as  undesirable  competitors,  reacted  with 
unconcealed  hostility.  The  Jews  leased  vineyards,  dealt  in  wine  and 
grapes,  and  followed  various  crafts.  In  1867  the  Hasidim  seceded  from 
the  community,  but  soon  thereafter  returned.  The  local  Jews  established 
a Hevra  Kaddisha  and  maintained  a mikveh  and  heder.  A Mishnah  study 
society  also  existed  as  well  as  a Tiferet  Bahurim  group  for  the  youth. 

There  were  three  synagogues  in  the  village,  the  newest  of  which  was 
completed  in  1890.  It  was  renowned  for  its  Aron  Kodesh  (Holy  Ark) 
which  was  nine  meters  high  and  was  decorated  with  a precious  Parochet 
(curtain),  gift  of  the  local  Count  Andrassy.  Affiliated  with  the  community 
were  the  smaller  Jewish  groups  in  Golop,  R^tka  and  Monok. 

The  community  rabbis  were  well  known:  Rabbi  David  Judah  Rotten- 
berg  published  a volume  of  exegesis  on  the  Torah;  Rabbi  Moses  Aaron 
Friedman  wrote  another  distinguished  work;  Rabbi  Hayim  Gershon  Katz 
Gottdiener  was  a saintly  and  noble  character;  Rabbi  Gershon  Lits  Halevi 
Rosenbaum  published  a book  of  commentary  on  the  Shulhan  Aruch 
compilation,  and  eulogies;  his  son.  Rabbi  Aryeh  Leib  Lits  Rosenbaum, 
who  succeeded  him  in  1901,  was  a member  of  the  county  House  of 
Representatives.  The  last  rabbi  of  the  community  was  Mordecai  Segal 
Lits  Rosenbaum,  who  perished  in  Auschwitz. 

During  the  unsettled  period  which  followed  the  First  World  War,  the 
local  population  prepared  a campaign  of  violence  against  the  Jews.  A 
Jewish  defense  unit,  composed  of  volunteers,  arrived  from  Budapest  and 
prevented  the  riots.  This  unit  operated  between  November,  1918,  and 
March,  1919,  with  the  permission  of  the  democratic  government. 

From  1938  the  authorities  expropriated  the  vineyards  owned  by  the 
Jews  and  forbade  them  to  sell  wine.  After  the  German  occupation  the 
Hungarian  authorities  treated  the  Jews  with  cruelty  and  coarseness,  rob- 
bing and  tormenting  every  Jew  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  In  the  end 


the  Jews  were  sent  off  to  their  fate  from  the  Ujhely  ghetto,  with  Rabbi 
Mordecai  Segal  Lits  Rosenbaum  at  their  head.  Of  the  170  Jews  in  Taliya, 
only  twenty  members  of  the  Labor  Service  units  and  a few  women  retur- 
ned. In  1947  they  erected  a memorial  for  those  who  had  died  in  the 
Holocaust. 

Tarcal,  a village  in  the  Tokaj  district.  Although  Jews  had  lived  here  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  the  community  was  organized  and  a synagogue 
erected  only  in  the  middle  of  the  past  century.  At  first  the  local  group 
was  associated  with  Bodrogkeresztur,  from  which  they  obtained  their 
religious  services,  but  they  later  assumed  independence  and  organized  a 
Hevra  Kaddisha,  a home  for  the  aged,  a Mishnah  study  group  and  a 
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shipped  by  train  to  the  ghetto  in  IJjhely,  and  their  fate  was  sealed  Of 
S^ospatak's  1 1 00  Jews  only  about  1 50  remained  alive.  The  director  of 
the  faculty  of  theology  at  the  Academy  concealed  and  thus  saved  sixteen 
Torah  scrolls. 

Szegilong,  a village  in  the  Tokaj  district.  The  Jews  made  their  living 
from  farming  and  viniculture,  commerce  and  the  sale  of  wine  in  the 
taverns.  The  community  was  associated  with  that  of  BodrogkereszMr 
from  which  it  received  religious  services.  There  was  a small  prayerhouse 
in  the  village,  and  a shohet,  who  assured  the  supply  of  kosher  meat  and 
also  taught  in  the  lower  classes.  The  seventy  Jews  of*  the  village  were  sent 
off  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely,  and  only  twelve  returned  after  the  war.  They 
found  their  synagogue  destroyed,  and  erected  a monument  in  memory  of 
the  community’s  martyrs. 

Szerencs.  The  community  here  was  set  up  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Fund-raising  for  the  synagogue  was  begun  in  1 809, 
and  soon  thereafter  the  governing  regulations  of  the  community  were 
drawn  up.  A year  earlier  the  Hevra  Kaddisha  was  organized  and  the 
yeshiva  established.  Renowned  rabbis  were  Amram  Billiczer  and  his  son. 
Rabbi  Pinhas  Segal  Billiczer.  Both  were  mentioned  frequently  in  responsa 
literature.  Rabbi  Menahem  Halevi  Poliak  wrote  a well  known  book. 

The  community  in  Szerencs  served  as  a center  for  many  smaller 
villages,  among  them  Bekecs,  Legyesb^nye,  Taktahark^ny,  Tiszaluc, 
Hern^dn^meti,  Megyaszd,  Taktaszada,  Ujcsdnalos,  Sajdhfdv^g, 
Sajdkdrdm,  Becz^k,  Ond,  Gesztely,  Girincs,  Zombor,  Siydkeszny^ten, 
Hernddkak  and  S6st6falva. 

There  were  organizations  for  philanthropic  activity  and  for  sponsor- 
ship of  godfathers,  as  well  as  a wedding  fund. 

After  the  German  occupation,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Passover,  the  Jews 
were  assembled  in  the  synagogue  and  then  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Miskolc, 
only  twenty-five  kilometers  away,  and  closer  than  Ujhely,  capital  of  the 
county.  Of  the  thousand  Jews  who  lived  in  Szerencs  before  the 
Holocaust  only  about  140  survived. 

Taktaharkdny,  a village  in  the  Szerencs  district.  The  Jews,  who  lived 
here  since  the  early  years  of  the  preceding  century,  gained  their 
livelihood  as  merchants,  artisans  and  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  community 
had  a synagogue,  a mikveh  and  a cemetery,  and  maintained  a shohet, 
who  also  taught  beginners’  classes  in  the  heder.  In  1938  the  authorities 
began  to  bear  down  on  the  merchants,  many  of  whom  lost  their  means 
of  livelihood.  Following  the  German  occupation  of  Hungary  all  of  the 
village’s  Jews  were  gathered  in  the  local  synagogue,  and  then  sent  to  the 
ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Only  five  of  the  Jewish  population  of  about  seventy 
remained  alive. 


157 


Moses  Teitelbaum’s  books.  The  last  rabbi  of  the  community  was  Rabbi 
Samson  Segal  Billiczer,  who  served  also  as  shohet.  From  its  earliest  days 
this  community  leaned  toward  Hasidism.  About  170  Jews  were  sent  off 
to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely,  and  only  45  returned  from  the  concentration 
camps  and  the  Labor  Service  units. 

S^rospatak  was  one  of  the  oldest  Jewish  settlements  in  the  county,  its 
community  dating  back  to  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  regulations 
for  its  Hevra  Kaddisha  were  drawn  up.  The  first  tombstone  in  the 
cemetery  dates  back  to  the  same  period.  The  first  rabbi  was  Zvi  Hirsch 
Hacohen,  who  served  his  flock  during  the  third  decade  of  the  past  cen- 
tury. He  was  followed  by  Rabbi  Simon  Hacohen  Shatin,  who  had 
previously  been  in  M^d  and  Tokaj.  Rabbi  Isaiah  Katz,  Bairon‘s  rulings 

in  halacha  (Jewish  law)  were  widely  quoted,  and  reflected  glory  on  his 
community.  Rabbi  Isaiah  Ehrenfeld  published  interpretations  of  the 
Torah,  whereas  the  community’s  last  rabbi,  Ephraim  Fischel  Fischer, 
struck  off  in  a different  direction.  He  became  a fervent  propagandist  for 
Samson  Raphael  Hirsch,  translated  his  letters  into  Hungarian  and 
espoused  the  cause  of  enlightened  Orthodoxy. 

The  community  opened  its  school  in  1886  with  money  from  the  Gold- 
blatt  Fund.  The  Hasidim  did  not  split  off,  but  did  set  up  their  own 
separate  bet  midrash  on  the  bank  of  the  Bodrog  River. 

In  general,  the  Jews  enjoyed  good  relations  with  the  villagers. 
Tradition  had  it  that  in  1 848  the  Jewish  elders  had  saved  the  settlement 
from  destruction.  Pupils  of  the  Academy  had  thrown  stones  at  a unit  of 
the  Russian  army  which  was  passing  through,  and  the  Russians  prepared 
to  shell  the  village  in  retaliation.  A delegation  of  prominent  Jews  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  the  Russian  officers  to  reverse  their  decision,  thus 
averting  disaster. 

The  community  had  a Talmud  Torah  and  a yeshiva,  whose  last  head 
was  Rabbi  Eliezer  Schwartz.  A women’s  society  was  organized  at  the 
end  of  the  preceding  century.  A winter  prayer  house  was  built  alongside 
the  big  synagogue  in  1935-36. 

The  members  of  the  community  endured  various  disturbances  in  1 939. 
The  expulsion  of  several  families,  who  were  murdered  by  Ukrainians 
across  the  border,  was  but  the  first  of  a long  series  of  oppressive  acts.  The 
economic  restrictions  also  struck  heavily  at  the  Jews,  since  many  of  them 
were  merchants  and  artisans. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  forties  Patak  became  a center  of  the  Labor  Ser- 
vice units  which  were  engaged  in  building  an  airfield.  Thereafter  they 
were  sent  to  the  Ukrainian  front.  After  the  German  occupation  the  Jews 
were  assembled  in  the  synagogue  and  many  were  tortured  to  con:q)el 
them  to  reveal  where  they  had  hidden  their  valuables.  They  were  then 


156 


reminder  of  the  destruction  of  the  Temple.  In  the  same  spirit,  the  rabbi 
instructed  that  his  own  home  be  built  without  a foundation,  to  symbolize 
the  temporariness  of  life  in  the  Diaspora. 

Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  was  also  a prolific  writer.  One  of  his  books,  a com- 
pendium of  explanations  and  interpretations  of  the  Torah,  appeared  in 
two  editions.  Another  volume  comprised  his  sermons  and  eulogies.  Still 
another  was  a collection  of  tales,  anecdotes  and  observations  on  current 
events.  He  died  on  the  14th  day  of  the  month  of  Ab  in  1874.  Thousands 
used  to  come  for  observance  of  his  Yahrzeit  (anniversary  of  the  death). 

Following  his  passing,  the  community  began  to  decline  and  maintained 
its  institutions  only  with  great  difficulty,  among  them  its  Hasidic  style 
yeshiva.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law.  Rabbi  Haim  Friedlander, 
also  a writer,  who  published  a volume  of  exegesis  on  the  Torah  and  the 
holidays,  and  another  on  new  ideas  with  regard  to  problems  discussed  in 
the  Mishnah.  He  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  his  son.  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch 
Friedlander. 

During  the  First  World  War  thirty-six  members  of  the  community  ser- 
ved in  the  armed  forces,  and  ten  of  them  were  killed  at  the  front.  Never- 
theless, the  community  had  little  peace  or  quiet  in  the  post-war  period. 
Rabbi  Friedlander  was  in  1925  accused  of  counterfeiting  money,  and 
though  he  was  completely  exonerated  by  the  court,  the  event  served  to 
inflame  passions.  After  1941  the  situation  in  the  village  became  much 
worse,  as  it  did  throughout  the  country.  The  men  were  impressed  into 
the  Labor  Service  units,  and  with  the  arrival  of  the  Germans  the 
remaining  Jewish  population  was  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Only  fif- 
teen of  the  200  Jews  returned  after  enduring  their  Hell  on  earth. 

Ricse,  a village  in  the  district  of  Bodrogkoz,  had  a Jewish  population 
since  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  They  were  merchants,  ar- 
tisans, agriculturists,  and  owners  of  flour  and  saw  mills.  Following  the 
First  World  War  the  Jewish  community  was  able  to  stand  on  its  own 
feet,  and  provided  religious  services  to  Jews  in  smaller  villages  in  the 
region:  Bodrogsemj^n,  D^in6c,  Zempl^nagdrd,  Cseke,  Karos,  Karcsa, 
Nagyrozvdgy,  Kis-  and  R^vlednyvdr.  The  synagogue  was  built  toward 
the  end  of  the  past  century,  and  the  community  also  maintained  a mik- 
veh,  Talmud  Torah,  heder,  yeshiva  and  a school.  The  young  people 
carried  on  numerous  activities  and  were  inclined  toward  Zionism. 

In  1939  the  village  was  visited  by  a group  of  saboteur  irregulars  sent 
by  the  Hungarian  government  to  create  panic  in  Czechoslovakia  on  the 
eve  of  the  partition  of  that  country.  The  ruffians  robbed  the  Jews  and  tor- 
mented them. 

One  of  the  community’s  rabbis.  Rabbi  Nathan  Lieberman,  published  a 
volume  on  the  Mishnah,  and  made  notes  on  a section  of  one  of  Rabbi 
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Megyasz6,  a village  in  the  district  of  Szerencs,  where  the  Jews  settled 
in  the  eighteenth  century.  They  possessed  vineyards  and  farmlands.  As 
early  as  1 8 1 2 the  community  had  its  own  synagogue,  mikveh,  cemetery 
and  heder.  Though  itself  affiliated  with  the  community  in  Szerencs,  it 
provided  religious  services  for  the  Jews  in  Baksa  and  Als6dobsza.  When 
the  signal  was  given,  all  the  Jews  of  the  villages  were  assembled  in  the 
synagogue  and  from  there  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Only  about  one 
tenth  of  Megyasz6's  100  Jews  remained  alive. 

Monok,  a village  in  the  Szerencs  district.  First  settlement  of  Jews  here 
began  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  although  there  is  record  of 
individual  Jews  earlier.  They  were  wheat  traders,  farmers  and  artisans. 
Monok  was  the  birthplace  of  Lajos  Kossuth,  and  the  Jews  always  par- 
ticipated in  the  celebrations  in  memory  of  Hungary’s  great  patriotic 
figure.  The  community  had  a Hevra  Kaddisha,  a charity  society,  mikveh, 
Talmud  Torah,  heder  and  a school.  The  vigorous  spirit  in  this  small  com- 
munity was  manifested  in  many  ways,  as  for  example  its  observance  of 
the  traditional  third  festive  meal  on  the  Sabbath  in  which  pupils  of  the 
Talmud  Torah  regularly  took  part  with  an  artistic  program. 

In  1914  all  the  Jews  of  Monok  were  sent  to  T^lya  where  they  were 
held  for  two  days  while  their  documents  were  checked.  The  sixty  or 
seventy  Jews  of  the  village  were  dispatched  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely  after 
the  German  occupation.  The  only  survivors  were  two  women  who  found 
the  synagogue  razed,  and  the  Torah  scrolls  flung  onto  a dung  heap. 

Olaszliszka,  a village  in  the  TokaJ  district,  where  Jewish  settlement 
dated  back  to  the  eighteenth  century,  attracted  by  the  opportunities  in 
viniculture,  and  the  production  and  merchandising  of  wine.  An  organized 
community  came  into  existence  in  1810,  and  a synagogue  was  built  in 
the  middle  of  the  century.  Religious  services  were  provided  to  two 
smaller  villages,  S^ra  and  V^mosujfalu.  A school  was  opened  in  1872, 
followed  by  a Talmud  Torah  and  a yeshiva.  A women’s  organization  was 
active  and  a shelter  for  the  poor  was  operated.  One  of  the  more  unusual 
activities  was  carried  on  by  a group  which  acquired  books  for  the  advan- 
cement of  the  yeshiva. 

In  1 840  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Friedman,  a faithful  pupil  of  Rabbi  Moses 
Teitelbaum,  came  to  Liszka,  bringing  with  him  the  life  style  of  the 
famous  sage,  and  established  a Hasidic  center  in  the  village.  He  was  a 
modest  man,  an  ascetic,  wise  and  warm-hearted,  and  true  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  teacher.  Liszka  became  a center  for  Hasidic  pilgrimages.  The 
rabbi  refused  to  accept  a salary  except  for  one  florin  a week,  and  all  the 
money  given  by  his  visitors  he  handed  over  to  the  community  for 
distribution  among  the  poor.  At  his  initiative  a 500-seat  synagogue  was 
built,but  the  final  bracket  at  the  top  of  the  roof  was  left  incomplete,  as 
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Jews  of  Ujcsan^os  received  their  religious  services,  including  supply  of 
kosher  meat,  from  here.  The  seventy  Jews  were  sent  to  the  Ujhely 
ghetto,  and  only  about  fifteen  survived. 

Hernddn^meti  had  a Jewish  population  ever  since  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. Some  pursued  small-scale  crafts,  while  others  tilled  the  soil,  or 
received  appointments  from  the  large  estates.  One  of  the  local  Jews 
owned  a flour  mill.  Though  they  were  few  in  number,  they  built  a 
synagogue  and  maintained  a cemetery.  There  were  a number  of  robberies 
during  the  White  Terror  and  local  peaceful  relations  were  disturbed.  In 
1938  their  means  of  livelihood  were  undermined  when  their  enterprises 
were  confiscated,  including  taverns  which  they  owned.  One  family  was 
banished  from  the  village  in  1 940.  Following  the  German  occupation  the 
remaining  Jews  were  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  There  were  four  sur 
vivors  from  the  eleven  souls  in  the  village. 

Ldca,  a village  in  Bodrogkoz.  Jews  lived  here  since  the  preceding  cen- 
tury, and  their  numbers  reached  about  sixty.  Their  fate  was  sealed  when 
they  were  sent  to  labor  camps  and  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  There  is  no  in- 
formation with  regard  to  survivors. 

Legyesb^nye.  The  community  was  affiliated  with  Szerencs,  and  main- 
tained its  own  synagogue,  mikveh  and  cemetery.  Jews  had  lived  here 
since  the  eighteenth  century,  engaging  in  trade,  crafts  and  agriculture. 
They  numbered  about  sixty  when  sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  A bare 
handful  remained  alive  after  the  forced  labor  camps  and  the  deportations. 

M^d.  The  community  was  established  in  the  eighteenth  century  and 
Rabbi  Moses  Wolf  Litman  was  the  first  spiritual  leader.  The  synagogue 
was  put  up  in  1798.  The  main  occupation  of  the  Jews  in  Mdd  was  con- 
nected with  production  and  marketing  of  wine.  From  its  earlies  days,  the 
community  leaned  toward  Hasidism.  Rabbi  Amram  Rosenbaum  settled 
in  Palestine  during  the  1 820’s.  The  community  constantly  battled  against 
assimilation  and  any  foreign  influences.  Its  leading  rabbis  were  Rabbi 
Abraham  Yehuda  Schwartz,  Rabbi  Amram  Blum  and  Rabbi  Naftali 
Schwartz.  The  fact  that  the  rabbis  and  religious  judges  of  Mdd  publis- 
hed some  twenty-five  books  during  300  years  is  indicative  of  the 
creative  Jewish  life  there.  The  local  yeshiva  drew  students  from  all 
parts  of  Hungary. 

Twelve  Jewish  soldiers  from  Mdd  fell  on  the  battlefields  during  the 
First  World  War.  In  1940  three  families  were  banished  to  Kamenets- 
Podolski  and  there  murdered.  Following  the  German  occupation  all  the 
Jews  were  gathered  in  the  synagogue  and  sent  by  rail  to  the  ghetto  in 
Ujhely.  Ninety  souls  survived  from  the  population  of  450. 

A history  of  the  Jews  here  has  been  written  by  Aryeh  Levi,  under  the 
title  “The  Jewish  Community  of  Maad  (Hungary)”  (Jerusalem,  1974). 
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in  the  Holcx^aust.  Toward  the  end  of  the  past  century  Rabbi  Isaiah  Steiner 
came  from  Liszka.  He  was  a pupil  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Friedman,  who 
drew  pupils  from  afar.  Rabbi  Steiner  organized  help  for  the  refugees  from 
Galicia  during  the  First  World  War.  His  followers,  and  especially  the 
women,  ascribed  supernatural  powers  to  him,  and  sought  his  help. 

The  community  also  had  a Talmud  Torah  and  a yeshiva.  After  the 
First  World  War  a branch  of  the  Zionist  Organization  was  established 
there.  A grave  in  the  cemetery,  more  than  two  hundred  years  old,  is  said 
by  some  to  contain  the  remains  of  the  Baal  Shem  Tov. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Germans,  all  the  Jews  were  assembled  in 

^ 

the  synagogue,  and  from  there  dispatched  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Their 
valuables  were  confiscated  and  their  property  was  at  once  divided  up 
among  the  local  residents.  The  Jews  were  permitted  to  leave  with  small 
packs  only.  Of  the  seven  hundred  who  left,  less  than  a hundred  remained 
alive. 

Cig^nd,  a village  in  Bodrogkoz.  Jews  first  came  here  at  the  beginning 
of  the  previous  century,  and  dealt  in  agricultural  produce.  In  general, 
their  relations  with  their  neighbors  were  peaceful.  Prior  to  the  First 
World  War,  the  community  was  affiliated  with  that  of  Kirdlyhelmec. 
Their  synagogue  was  built  in  1920,  and  they  also  maintained  a Hevra 
Kaddisha,  a Talmud  Torah,  a heder,  and  a school.  Following  the  Ger- 
man occupation  the  Jews  were  all  transported  in  carts  to  the  ghetto, 
together  with  their  spiritual  leader.  Rabbi  David  Neumann.  Only  about 
thirty  of  the  two  hundred  Jews  survived  the  forced  labor,  the  depor- 
tations and  the  murders. 

ErddMnye,  a village  in  the  Tokaj  district.  The  Jews  who  settled  here  in 
the  eighteenth  century  grew  grapes,  produced  wine,  and  were  artisans 
and  engaged  in  trading.  Their  community  was  associated  with  that  of 
Olaszliszka.  They  had  a Hevra  Kaddisha,  a philanthropic  aid  society,  a 
school  and  a heder;  the  youth  were  organized  in  a Tiferet  Bahurim 
society.  During  the  White  Terror,  after  the  First  World  War,  Jewish- 
owned  stores  were  robbed  and  the  Jews  were  persecuted.  When  the  Ger- 
mans entered  Hungary  the  local  Jews  were  transferred  first  to  Tokaj  and 
then  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Of  the  approximately  150  Jews  in  this 
village,  only  about  ten  remained  alive.  The  fifteen  Torah  scrolls  in  the 
synagogue  were  saved  by  a villager  and  hidden  away  until  the  fury  had 
subsided. 

Gesztely,  a village  in  Szerencs  district.  The  first  Jews  reached  here  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  Members  of  the  community,  which  was  affiliated 
with  the  kehilla  in  Szerencs,  were  merchants  and  artisans.  Later,  local 
Jews  built  a cement  factory  and  a mill.  As  in  other  villages,  the  Jews  of 
Gesztely  suffered  from  the  local  population  during  the  White  Terror.  The 
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themselves  as  Orthodox.  Each  community,  no  matter  how  small,  had  its 
Mikveh  (ritual  bath),  heder  (religious  Hebrew  school),  cemetery,  shohet 
(ritual  slaughterer)  and  teacher. 

During  1941-42  all  men  of  military  age  were  conscripted  into  the 
Labor  Service.  A considerable  number  of  them  were  killed,  or  murdered 
by  Hungarian  staff  officers,  with  the  result  that  only  the  women,  the 
elderly,  youth  and  children  remained  in  the  villages.  Following  the  CJer- 
man  occupation  they  had  a joint  fate:  they  were  assembled  in  their 
synagogues,  and  transferred  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely. 


Bekecs,  a village  in  the  Szerencs  district.  Jews  resided  there  from  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  from  the  nineteenth  century  on  they  numbered 
about  a hundred.  This  tiny  community,  which  was  affiliated  with  the 
kehilla  in  Szerencs,  created  a synagogue,  maintained  a Hevra  Kaddisha 
(burial  society)  and  a heder.  After  the  German  occupation,  they  were  all 
sent  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Only  about  ten  persons  survived  the  concen- 
tration camps  and  the  Labor  Service. 

Bodrogkeresztur  ,a  village  in  the  district  of  Tokaj.  The  first  Jews  to  set- 
tle there  in  the  eighteenth  century  engaged  in  trading  in  agricultural 
products,  including  wine.  The  village  was  known  for  the  fairs  held  there, 
which  attracted  merchants  and  artisans  from  surrounding  countries. 
During  the  time  of  the  famous  Rabbi  Isaiah  Steiner,  many  Jews  were 
wagoners.  They  provided  transportation  for  visitors,  and  even  opened 
restaurants.  During  the  First  World  War  refugees  came  from  Galicia,  and 
these  proved  a thorn  in  the  side  of  the  native  villagers.  Anti-Semitic 
agitation  increased,  and  during  the  time  of  the  White  Terror,  a 
demobilized  soldier  murdered  an  entire  Jewish  family. 

The  Hevra  Kaddisha  was  established  in  1767,  and  a cemetery  at  the 
same  time.  There  was  also  a philanthropic  aid  society,  a Mishnah  study 
society,  and  a youth  group  knowh  as  Tiferet  Bahurim.  The  kehilla  had 
two  branches,  in  Bodrogldsfalud  and  Sz5gi.  The  first  synagogue  was 
built  in  1767,  and  when  this  was  destroyed  by  fire,  it  was  replaced  in 
1 906  by  a new  synagogue.  The  Hasidim  had  their  own  house  of  worship. 

The  community  was  served  by  distinguished  rabbis.  Rabbi  Eliezer 
London  and  Rabbi  Israel  Wahrmann  were  active  toward  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Rabbi  Abraham  (Abish)  Tennenbaum  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  village  because  he  had  come  from  Galicia,  and  many 
of  his  followers  left  with  him  upon  his  departure  in  1815.  Rabbi  Moses 
Ginz  Schlesinger  wrote  a book  dealing  with  Pirkei  Avot  (Ethics  of  the 
Fathers),  which  was  published  by  his  son.  Rabbi  Hayim  Alter,  who  died 
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XI.  Jewish  Communities  in  Zempl^n 


During  the  preceding  consideration  of  the  history  of  the  Jews  of 
Zemplen,  it  was  not  possible  to  recount  the  stories  of  the  dozens  of  little 
village  communities  scattered  throughout  the  county.  This  final  chapter 
must  therefore  serve  as  their  special  memorial. 

The  surviving  remnants  of  Zemplen  in  Israel  have  ever  since  the  fif- 
ties held  an  annual  memorial  gathering  in  the  Hebrew  month  of  lyar. 
After  the  lamentation  and  the  mourning  for  the  saintly  victims,  the  can- 
tor intones  the  memorial  service  and  reads  out  a list  of  the  destroyed 
communities.  The  list  was  compiled  on  the  basis  of  information  provided 
by  the  survivors,  and  it  is  not  yet  certain  that  it  is  complete.  It  includes 
the  names  of  villages  about  whose  Jewish  residents  I have  no  infor- 
mation. At  the  same  time,  the  Encyclopaedia  of  Jewish  Communities  — 
Hungary,  makes  mention  of  offshoots  of  communities  in  villages  which 
for  some  reason  were  not  recalled  by  survivors  as  having  Jewish 
residents. 

It  is  our  wish  to  do  full  justice  to  the  memory  of  all  our  brethren  in 
Zemplen,  and  we  shall  therefore  make  mention  of  the  names  of  villages 
drawn  from  both  these  sources.  Since  the  major  part  of  this  work  deals 
with  the  county’s  capital,  Ujhely,  which  had  the  largest  community, 
nothing  further  will  be  added  here  about  that  center. 

In  many  small  villages  there  were  only  a handful  of  Jews,  and  a full 
community  life  never  developed  there.  Yet  Jews  lived  there  for  several 
generations,  earned  their  livelihood  there,  and  from  those  places  they 
were  sent  off  to  their  fate.  Their  memory  is  recalled,  even  if  only  by 
recording  the  names  of  their  villages.  The  list  also  includes  some  villages 
which  were  annexed  to  Hungary  following  the  Vienna  Agreement,  and 
its  Jewish  residents  were  gathered  in  the  Ujhely  ghetto.  The  history  of 
these  few  scattered  communities  does  not  properly  fall  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  study,  which  seeks  to  deal  with  Zemplen  County  in  its 
Trianon  borders,  and  we  shall  therefore  only  make  mention  of  their 
names. 

The  Jews  of  the  small  villages  shared  a similar  history  and  a common 
doom.  Almost  all  of  them  settled  in  the  various  places  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  having  come  there  in  connection  with  wine  and  viniculture 
business.  Many  became  agriculturists  and  vintners,  while  others  followed 
prevalent  pursuits  such  as  trading,  peddling  and  the  crafts.  When  there 
was  a split  in  the  communities,  all  of  them,  without  exception,  regarded 
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307.OO  p. 


June  30  ‘44  Repair  of  fences  in  the  ghetto 
July  10  ‘44  Invoice  of  the  Geza  Eszrenyi 
building  materials  firm 

Cost  of  wooden  planks 
Cost  of  740  kg.  of  lime 

July  14  ‘44  Dismantlement  of  the  ghetto  fences 
Summary 

Income  50,000.-p.  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
Expenses  50, 1 9 1 . 1 6p.  Budapest  * Supplies  for  isolation 

of  the  Jews  in  a camp. 

With  these  words  the  local  authority  finished  off  the  history  of  the 
ghetto  in  IJjhely. 


41.60  p. 
1161.30  p. 
1642.15  p. 

262.00  p. 
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by  way  of  comment:  “The  pensioner  has  moved  to  an  unknown  ad- 
dress.” 

The  sub-prefect  of  the  county  informed  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
Jaross,  on  July  21  that  “inasmuch  as  this  is  now  a standing  situation,  I 
shall  cease  issuing  payment  orders  to  Jewish  pensioners  until  further 
notice.  Please  advise  me,  therefore,  if  I should  once  and  for  all  cancel 
payments  to  these  pensioners,  considering  that  I shall  not  be  able  to  obtain 
any  information  with  regard  to  their  possible  death.  (Emphasis  mine. 
E.K.) 

The  responsible  heads  of  the  county  and  the  local  authorities  persiten- 
tly  maintained  after  1945  that  they  had  played  no  role  in  the  acts  of 
cruelty,  for  which  the  gendarmes  had  been  responsible.  Furthermore, 
they  had  not  even  known  what  was  to  happen  to  the  Jews  who  were 
transferred  out  of  the  area. 

Documents  like  those  cited  here  contradict  all  their  attempts  at  self- 
defense... 


The  final  document  connected  with  the  IJjhely  ghetto  carries  the 
following  official  heading:  “Journal  of  expenses  for  fixing  dwelling  places 
for  the  Jews  - containing  seven  (7)  double-numbered  pages.“ 

The  following  are  a few  selected  items,  indicating  subject  and  amount: 


May  9 ‘44  Cost  of  rail  transport  of  food 

for  the  Jewish  Cbuncil  299.80  p. 

May  10  ‘44  Invoice  of  the  Geza  Eszrenyi  building 

materials  firm  120.00  p. 

May  1 1 ‘44  Cost  of  rail  transport  of  food 

for  the  Jewish  Cbuncil  87.60  p. 

May  19  ‘44  Grocery  bill  for  clerks  of  the 

authority  (food)  3255.00  p. 

May  24  ‘44  Cost  of  use  of  the  Fekalia  machine  1650.00  p. 

June  3 ‘44  Grocery  bill  for  the  clerks 

of  the  authority  (food)  791.00  p. 

June  9 ‘44  Cost  of  use  of  Fekalia  machine  1980.00  p. 

June  16  ‘44  Payment  for  8 day‘s  work  in  gathering  of  the 
ghetto  fences,  June  8 - 14  ‘44  339.00  p. 

June  23  ‘44  Repair  of  streets  pavements  in  the  ghetto  246.00  p. 


Machine  for  cleaning  of  latrines. 
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eligible  for  exemption  from  all  restricting  regulations.  However,  the 
afore-mentioned  was  arrested  by  the  gendarmerie  upon  his  return  home. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  Jewish  quarter,  and  has  remained  there  since.’’ 

Special  mention  should  be  made  that  the  military  archives  carry  record 
that  B.  Weinstock  had  four  times  been  singled  out  for  citation  for 
bravery  (in  the  First  World  War),  receiving  three  silver  and  one  bronze 
medal.  Furthermore,  the  Jewish  Council  had  appended  a certificate  from 
the  ‘‘United  Hungarian  Party”  of  Kassa  on  Weinstock’ s conduct  during 
the  days  of  Czechoslovak  rule.  The  mayor‘s  office  put  a notation  on 
the  application:  ‘‘It  should  be  ascertained  if  he  is  still  here.”  The  ap- 
plication was  then  passed  on  to  Ujhely‘s  district  officer,  and  on  June  20 
the  latter  informed  the  mayor  that  ‘‘since  this  person  has  already  been 
transferred  out  of  here,  there  is  nothing  for  me  to  do  in  the  matter.” 

The  various  requests  were  sent  by  the  Jewish  Council  to  the  comman- 
dant of  the  police,  who  passed  them  on  to  the  sub-prefect  of  the  county. 
The  latter  took  no  action  on  them  whatever,  but  sent  them  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  gendarmerie  with  the  query:  “Please  advise  if  those  who 
submitted  these  applications  are  still  in  the  Ujhely  ghetto,  or  if  in  the 
meantime  the  applications  have  perhaps  become  obsolete.” 

The  commandant  of  the  gendarmerie  returned  the  applications  to  the 
sub-prefect  of  Zemplen  county  on  June  9 with  the  comment:  “All  the 
Jews  in  the  Ujhely  ghetto  were  transferred  out  by  June  3,  and  the  ap- 
plications are  therefore  now  obsolete.” 

The  following  case  is  unique  in  its  record  of  the  handling  of  Jewish  af- 
fairs. The  district  officer  of  Sarospatak  passed  on  to  the  mayor  of  Ujhely 
the  documents  in  the  matter  of  the  wife  of  Jeno  Elefant,  a resident  of  the 
village,  who  was  being  supported  by  the  Ministry  of  Defense.  She  was 
probably  eligible  for  exemption  on  the  basis  of  these  documents.  The 
mayor  returned  the  papers  on  May  24  with  the  added  notation:  ‘'This 

dependent  of  the  Ministry  of  Defense  left  Ujhely  for  an  unknown 
destination,  and  since  her  presence  in  Ujhely  had  been  temporary  only,  the 
documents  may  be  filed.”  (Emphasis  mine.  E.K.) 

Even  after  the  deportation  of  the  ghetto  residents  from  Ujhely,  there 
was  still  work  for  the  administrative  personnel.  Matters  of  the  Jewish 
homes,  care  of  the  personal  effects,  and  their  transfer  for  use  kept  the 
various  authorities  busy  for  months.  Several  cases  can  serve  to  illustrate 
the  inhuman  spirit,  as  reflected  in  the  various  documents.  One  example  is 
the  matter  of  payments  to  Jewish  pensioners,  of  whom  there  certainly 
were  not  many  in  the  county.  The  Postal  Savings  Fund  recorded  that 
payments  to  certain  pensioners  in  the  county  had  not  been  effected,  and 

**  Kassa  belonged  to  Czechoslovakia  up  to  1938.  (M.S.) 
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from  the  records  of  the  Ujhely  prison  that  “the  revolutionary  court 
(Communist)  had  sentenced  him  (her  husband)  to  eight  days  imprison- 
ment because  of  anti-revolutionary  activity,  and  he  had  served  the  sen- 
tence in  the  Ujhely  prison/'  Reason  for  refusal  to  grant  the  certificate: 
“The  city  administration  has  no  information  that  the  deceased  did  en- 
gage in  anti-revolutionary  activity,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  that  effect 
in  the  offices  of  the  municipality... “ 

The  mayor  ignored  the  confirmation  from  the  prison  as  if  it  did  not 
exist... 

Those  who  had  requested  the  exemption,  not  in  the  spring  of  1 944,  but 
much  earlier,  and  already  possessed  the  precious  document,  were  in  a dif- 
ferent situation.  As  for  the  others,  they  were  too  late.  For  example: 

Miklos  Reich  was  exempt  from  the  Jewish  Laws  because  he  was  a war 
orphan,  and  his  wife  therefore  qualified  for  the  same  exemption.  She  filed 
a request  on  May  2 that  she  be  permitted  to  leave  the  ghetto  and  return 
to  her  original  home... 

The  widow  of  Lajos  Kohn,  who  together  with  her  son  had  been 
removed  from  Erdobenye  to  the  ghetto  in  Ujhely,  made  application  on 
21  April  for  recognition  as  a “war  widow",  and  therefore  eligible  for 
exemption  as  if  a non-Jew... 

The  wife  of  Janos  Palocsik  had  been  transferred  from  Olaszliszka  to 
Ujhely.  Her  husband  was  a Christian,  and  she  had  been  converted  seven- 
teen years  earlier,  which  made  her  a non-Jew  under  the  law.  Her 
request  that  she  be  permitted  to  return  to  her  village  was  filed  on  Ap- 
ril 16. 

The  widow  of  Armin  Friedmann  produced  a document  from  the 
military  chaplaincy  attesting  that  her  husband  had  fallen  at  the  front,  vic- 
tim of  a shell  fragment,  and  she  was  therefore  considered  a war  widow. 
This  document  was  recognized  in  Bodrogkeresztiir.  At  first  the  authorities 
permitted  her  to  remain  in  her  home,  but  “later"  she  was  transferred  to 
the  ghetto  in  Ujhely.  On  May  19  she  presented  a request,  through  the 
Jewish  Council,  that  she  be  granted  the  exemption,  with  permission  to 
return  to  her  “normal"  residence,  together  with  her  children,  Eva,  An- 
dor,  L^zlo,  Julianna  and  Iren... 

An  exceptional  case  was  that  of  Bernat  Weinstock.  “The  police  com- 
mand of  Ujhely  permitted  B.  Weinstock  to  return  to  Csorgo*  with  his 
wife  and  children,  in  accordance  with  Decision  No.  17-1944,  since  he  is 


*The  village  of  Csorgo  belonged  to  Czechoslovakia  up  to  1938.  (M.S.) 
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May  3 1 , directing  that  bicycles  and  typewriters  which  had  been  Jewish 
property,  should  be  supplied  to  the  gendarmerie  as  to  military  units. 

Nevertheless,  they  were  compelled  to  hand  these  bicycles  over  to  the 
treasury.  The  following  comment  is  recorded  on  the  reverse  side  of  the 
page:  ‘The  bicycles  have  been  transferred;  no  need  for  further  action.  To 
be  filed.  August  8,  1944.“ 

With  regard  to  the  personal  effects  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
Jews:  The  commander  of  the  Ujhely  fire  brigade  reported  to  the  mayor  of 
the  city  on  July  14:  “ Today  I conducted  a security  check  in  the  Jewish 
synagogue  and  in  its  yard.  I declare  that  the  furniture  and  the  bedding  are 
piled  up  in  a disorderly  and  disorganized  manner,  and  if  a fire  should 
break  out,  we  shall  be  unable  to  extinguish  it  with  the  means  at  our 
disposal.  Furthermore,  we  shall  be  unable  to  save  not  only  the  belongings 
which  are  scattered  about,  but  not  even  the  city  hall  building  which  is  ad- 
jacent. Should  there  be  an  aerial  attack,  even  the  smallest  incendiary 
bomb  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  a fire  destroying  the  jumble  entirely.  “ 

The  fire  chief  listed  five  steps  which  in  his  opinion  must  be  taken  to 
correct  the  situation  and  prevent  possible  fire.  The  acting  mayor  ap- 
proved, out  of  consideration  for  the  fact  that  “it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
state  that  the  possessions  located  there  (in  the  synagogue  and  its  yard. 
E.K.)  should  reach  their  destination  in  their  entirety.  “ 

What  that  destination  was  to  be,  and  what  happened  to  the  belongings 
which  had  been  stored  there  for  inventory  purposes,  according  to  the 
documents,  is  unknown. 


Special  attention  should  be  given  to  those  who  were  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  “Jewish  Laws”,  and  to  the  fate  of  those  who  requested 
such  exemption.  The  status  of  the  latter  was  unequivocal.  “The  request 
for  exemption  from  provisions  of  the  law”  will  not  be  considered  in  the 
case  of  anyone  who  had  not  received  the  exemption  up  to  March  1 9, 

1944. 

The  application  of  an  Ujhely  resident,  the  widow  of  Salamon  Veltner, 
to  recognize  the  anti- revolutionary  activity  of  her  late  husband  in  1919,* 
was  turned  down  by  the  mayor.  He  refused  to  grant  a certificate  to  that 
effect,  despite  the  fact  that  the  woman  produced  written  confirmation 


*The  reference  is  to  the  short-lived  Communist  regime  in  Hungary. 
(M.S.) 
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Four  months  later,  on  September  22,  the  sub-prefect  received  the  reply 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  to  the  effect  that  “if  the  Jew  had  been  a 
lessee  tenant,  the  rental  relationship  had  been  cancelled  under  regulation 
1610-1944,  paragraph  12,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need  to  inform  the 
Jew  of  the  decision  since  he  was  no  longer  a party  to  the  matter. 

“If  the  Jew  had  been  the  owner  of  the  flat,  rather  than  a tenant,  effort 
should  be  made  to  inform  him  of  the  decision,  but  under  the  terms  of 
Paragraph  56  of  Act  XXX  of  1929  it  is  possible  to  proclaim  immediate 
execution  of  the  decision.” 

On  October  2 the  sub-prefect  sent  the  reply  from  the  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior to  the  district  officers,  the  mayor  of  Ujhely  and  the  chief  prosecutor 
of  the  county,  thus  closing  the  issue.  Truly,  the  mills  of  bureaucracy 
ground  slowly,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  law  and  justice... 

The  fate  of  the  belongings  left  behind  by  the  Jews  was  revealed  in 
another  matter.  The  acting  representative  of  the  Hungarian  Red  Cross  in 
Ujhely  wrote  to  the  city  mayor  on  June  5 requesting  that  he  “be  given  all 
the  equipment  of  the  enlarged  Jewish  hospital  in  the  ghetto,  which  was 
no  longer  necessary.  (Emphasis  mine.  E.K.)  I stress  particularly  that  I am 
interested  in  obtaining  all  the  medical  instruments  and  the  X-Ray  equip- 
ment.” 

On  the  reverse  side  of  this  request  the  mayor  recorded  the  following 
comment:  “Instructions  have  been  given  accordingly;  the  above  details 
are  based  on  the  inventory  - June  7,  1944.“ 

When  convenience  dictated,  the  municipal  administration  could  act 
swiftly,  appropriately  and  efficiently. 

In  another  case,  a government  agency  took  action  over  the  heads  of 
the  local  administrative  authority.  The  person  in  charge  of  medical  man- 
power informed  the  sub-prefect  of  Zemplen  that  he  had  “taken 
possession  of  the  expropriated  medical  equipment  of  the  Jewish  doctor, 
Ludwig  Adler,  from  Kiralyhelmec,  had  with  full  responsibility  prepared  a 
detailed  inventory,  and  had  transferred  it  to  the  local  clinic  of  the  Green 
Cross.” 

There  were  instances  when  the  local  authority  adhered  faithfully  to  the 
letter  of  the  regulations  governing  personal  effects  of  the  Jews.  On  Ju- 
ne 30  the  mayor  of  Ujhely  requested  of  the  gendarmerie  guard  station 
there,  which  w^  attached  to  Region  Eight  of  Kassa,  that  “several 
bicycles,  which  had  previously  been  made  available  for  use  by  the 
separate  headquarters  of  the  unit  dealing  with  the  ghetto,  should  be  han- 
ded over  to  the  treasury  officials.” 

The  headquarters  of  the  gendarmerie  had  on  June  23  ordered  its  guard 
station  to  retain  possession  of  the  bicycles,  and  the  commander  of  the 
station  had  relied  on  the  ruling  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  on 
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Issuance  of  this  regulation  was  necessary  since  Jewish  homes  in 
Zemplen  as  well  as  in  Sarospatak  had  already  been  expropriated  during 
May.  The  district  officer,  Alexander  Fiizessery  sent  an  urgent  message  to 
sub-prefect  Bornemissza  on  May  24  as  follows:  The  government 
regulations  of  April  28  in  the  matter  of  expropriation  of  Jewish  flats,  as 
published  in  the  official  register,  determined  that  decisions  to  expropriate 
the  flats  of  Jews  shall  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  owners  of  the 
flats.  “However,  the  Jews  of  Sarospatak  have  been  transferred  to  the 
ghetto  in  Ujhely.  Further,  the  majority  of  them  have  been  taken  from 
there  to  an  unknown  destination.  Accordingly,  it  is  impossible  to  bring  to 
their  attention  the  matter  of  the  expropriation.'’ 

The  district  officer  therefore  made  an  urgent  request:  “Considering  the 
shortage  of  housing,  and  the  desire  of  those  who  lack  homes  to  occupy 
the  apartments  intended  for  them  as  soon  as  possible,  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  make  such  arrangements  as  would  render  the  expropriation 
decisions  of  practical  value,  without  regard  for  any  possibility  of  objec- 
tion or  appeal!” 

The  sub-prefect  did  not  delay  the  matter,  and  three  days  after  the 
district  officers  request,  on  May  27,  he  sent  the  proposal  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior.  However,  he  relied  on  the  paragraph  in  the  apartments 
decree  which  enabled  “the  expropriation  of  the  home  of  a Jew  who 
already  ha^  a home,  in  the  same  town  or  elsewhere.”  (Emphasis  mine. 
E.K.) 

The  sub-prefect  added:  “Jews  from  all  the  villages  of  the  county  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Jewish  quarter  of  Ujhely,  and  recently  from  there 
to  a place  outside  the  county.  The  flats  occupied  by  the  Jews  have 
therefore  become  vacant,  that  is,  every  Jew  already  has  another  home. 
(Emphasis  mine.  E.K.) 

What  a mockery! 

In  addition  to  his  application  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  the  sub- 
prefect requested  of  the  mayor  of  Ujhely  that  reports  of  decisions  by 
district  officers  regarding  expropriation  of  apartments  should  be 
“delivered  promptly  to  the  intended  recipients,  or  returned  to  the  district 
officers  with  explanation  as  to  why  they  were  not  so  delivered.” 


" Sub-prefect  Bornemissza  issued  a circular  to  some  district  officers  or- 
dering them  to  assist  the  treasury  personnel  in  the  gathering  of  the  per- 
sonal effects  of  the  Jews  and  in  taking  inventory.  Minutes  regarding  the 
taking  of  inventory  in  Jewish  apartments  conveyed  for  military  use  have 
been  found  among  the  mayor’s  documents.  (See  details  in  the  Hungarian 
text.  Note  No.  18.) 
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deduction  of  debts,  the  money  was  sent  on  to  Munkacs,  and  this  amount 
is  included  in  the  aforementioned  figure  for  Tiszakarad!!  (The  two  ex- 
clamation marks  appear  in  the  original  document.  E.K.)  Several  ad- 
ditional pieces  of  jewelry  are  in  the  possession  of  the  village  judge*  of 
Bodroghalom,  prior  to  transfer... 

This  report  indicates  that  the  civic  authorities  and  the  gendarmerie 
carried  out  the  “custodianship”  of  the  valuables  of  the  Jews  with  speed 
and  enthusiasm.  Furthermore,  the  local  authorities,  without  awaiting 
government  instructions,  began  selling  at  public  auction  some  of  the 
possessions  which  were  not  transferred,  such  as  household  animals,  no 
doubt  on  the  assumption  that  the  Jews  “who  were  to  be  settled  in  the 
ghetto  temporarily”,  would  never  return  to  their  homes,  and  legal 
problems  with  regard  to  acquisition  of  the  items  would  never  arise. 

To  complete  the  picture,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  circular  issued 
belatedly  on  July  13  by  the  treasury  office  in  Ujhely.  This  order 
regularized  the  steps  taken  with  regard  to  real  estate  owned  by  Jews.  The 
acting  director  of  the  local  treasury  office,  basing  himself  on  a regulation 
issued  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  notified  all  authorities  concerned: 

“Jewish-owned  flats  may  be  conveyed  to  Hungarian  and  German 
military  units  only  after  inventory  of  the  contents,  but  no  effects  of  any 
kind  shall  be  handed  over  to  individuals  in  the  military.  Effects  may  be 
utilized  in  the  housing  of  the  military  when  the  latter  are  eligible  for  such 
housing  under  the  appropriate  regulations. 

“Heads  of  the  local  village  authorities  are  forbidden  to  open  furnished 
apartments  of  Jews  and  to  hand  over  furniture  for  any  purpose 
whatever.” 

In  addition:  “The  directors  of  the  local  treasury  office  are  aware  that  in 
some  places  industrial  equipment  and  tools  were  given  to  non  -Jews.  If  the 
public  welfare  requires  that  any  industrial  plants  must  continue  to  be 
operated,  a responsible  manager  should  be  appointed.  However,  there  is 
no  reason  whatsoever,  and  it  is  contrary  to  standing  orders  that,  for 
example,  equipment  from  a soda  water  factory  should  be  divided  up 
among  other  soda  water  manufacturers.  (Emphasis  mine.  E.K.) 

Further:  “The  distribution  of  effects  even  for  welfare  purposes  is  stric- 
tly forbidden.  Such  activity  in  several  places  is  contrary  to  the 
regulations.  In  a few  places  animals  which  had  formerly  belonged  to 
Jews  were  sold.  The  regulations  require  that  the  treasury  authorities  must 
hand  them  over  for  safe-keeping,  and  such  practice  on  the  part  of  the 
local  authorities  therefore  contravenes  the  regulations.  In  general,  if  per- 
sonal effects  of  any  kind  have  been  distributed,  all  the  facts  in  the  matter 
should  be  recorded,  and  those  who  effected  the  sales  should  provide  con- 
firmation of  the  sale  price  and  what  the  money  was  used  for.” 
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Munkacs  the  valuables  taken  from  the  Jews...  The  Council  of  Tiszakarad 
already  sent  the  confiscated  jewelry  and  9,789.39  pengos.  The  funds  ex- 
propriated amounted  to  8,657.67  pengos,  and  the  public  auction  of 

animals  brought  8,175.65  pengos,  a total  of  16,833.32  pengos.  The 
amount  of  7,043.94  pengos  was  deducted  from  this  total  in  payment  of  a 
public  debt...  The  local  gendarmerie  guard  in  the  village  of  Bodroghalom 
transferred  to  the  Tiszakarad  Council  the  sum  of  2,433.63  pengos;  after 


* The  Hungarian  government  decree  requiring  declaration  of  the  wealth 
of  the  Jews,  and  deposit  of  all  gold,  silver  and  platinum  Jewelry  as  well  as 
precious  stones  and  pearls,  was  published  in  the  official  register  on  16 
April,  1 944.  The  confiscation  of  jewelry  by  the  gendarmerie  headquarters 
in  the  Kassa  region  was  therefore  carried  out  even  prior  to  publication  of 
the  decree,  which  in  any  event  spoke  of  deposit  only.  With  regard  to  the 
fixing  of  compulsory  residences  for  the  Jews,  seizure  of  their  homes  and 

determination  of  new  homes,  the  regulation  was  published  in  the  official 
register  only  about  two  weeks  later,  on  April  28,  1944.  (See  Note  No.  15. 

in  the  Hungarian  text.) 


* The  function  of  the  village  “judge”  was  to  see  to  the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  the  authorities.  (M.S.) 


“...  There  were  several  items  of  jewelry  in  the  office  of  the  regional 
registrar  in  Vegardo,  but  the  gendarmerie  guard  of  IJjhely  took  these  to 
the  city.  There  was  no  jewelry  to  be  transferred  from  the  registrar’s  of- 
fices in  the  villages  of  Hercegkut,  Bodrogolaszi  and  Vamosujfalu.“ 


This  document  also  includes  further  information  with  regard  to  the 
“custodianship”  of  the  Jews’  valuables  reported  by  the  district  officers  of 
Tokaj,  Szerencs  and  Bodrogkoz:  Seven  crates,  nine  suitcases,  a small 
package  and  twelve  typewriters  were  ready  for  transfer  from  the  Tokaj 
district;  approximately  fifty  crates  from  the  Bodrogkoz  district;  twenty-six 
large  crates,  seven  small  crates,  two  suitcases  and  additional  valuables 
packed  in  bags,  and  boxes,  from  the  Szerencs  district,  (see  Note  No.  17  in 
the  Hungarian  text.) 
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Simultaneously  with  issuance  of  the  sanitation  regulations,  the 
authorities  began  “taking  into  custody”  valuables  belonging  to  Jews.  In 
towns  and  villages  outside  of  tJjhely  the  process  began  even  earlier.  (The 
phrase  “taking  into  custody”,  which  appeared  in  the  documents, 
designates  a process  leading  to  confiscation  of  all  movable  property  of 
Hungarian  citizens  considered  to  be  Jews.)  The  legal  basis  for  this  “ap- 
propriation” of  valuables  was  a regulation  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior, 
dated  April  7,  1944,  and  marked  “Internal”.  The  regulation  declared: 
“Jews  who  are  about  to  be  transferred  may  take  with  them  the  clothing 
they  are  wearing,  two  changes  of  underwear,  food  for  fourteen  days  per 
person,  and  an  additional  bundle  weighing  50  kilograms,  containing  bed- 
ding, blankets,  mattresses  (sic!),  but  no  money,  jewelry,  gold  items,  etc.” 
(Emphasis  mine.  E.K.). 

The  administrative  authorities  and  especially  the  gendarmerie  carried 
out  their  orders  mercilessly.  Their  cruelty  exceeded  even  that  in  the  days 
of  the  Inquisition.  Their  victims,  broken  in  body  and  spirit,  stigmatized 
with  the  yellow  patch,  were  compelled  to  yield  up  their  money,  their 
gold  and  silver  jewelry,  including  wedding  rings,  carpets  and  pictures. 

Since  furniture  and  kitchen  equipment  could  certainly  not  be  included 
in  the  50  kilogram  bundles,  and  since  most  of  the  household  linen  and 
clothing  also  had  to  be  left  in  their  abandoned  homes,  the  Jews  entered 
their  ghettos,  in  Ujhely  and  elsewhere,  stripped  and  robbed. 

Incidentally,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  regulation  No.  6163-1944  was 
completely  lacking  in  any  legal  basis,  both  with  regard  to  the  transfer  of 
the  Jews  to  the  detention  camps  as  well  as  with  regard  to  the  confiscation 
of  their  belongings.  * Administrative  heads,  sub-prefects,  mayors,  prefects, 
and  registrars  in  Sub-Carpathian  Ruthenia  and  in  the  north-eastern  part 
of  the  country  had  always  been  most  punctilious  in  their  observance  of 
the  exact  letter  of  the  law,  but  since  the  middle  of  April,  1944,  the 
situation  changed  overnight.  They  showed  no  concern  whatever  if  the 
matter  involved  implementation  of  discriminatory  regulations  affecting 
the  Jews. 

True,  there  were  exceptional  cases,  but  not  in  Zemplen... 

The  “custodianship”  of  the  valuables  of  the  Jews  proved  to  be  so  suc- 
cessful that  on  April  20 , 1 944,  the  public  prosecutor,  Meggyesi,  instruc- 
ted the  sub-prefect  of  the  county  to  telephone  the  authorities  of  the 
villages  under  his  jurisdiction  and  the  mayors  of  the  towns,  to  give  them 
the  following  orders:  “Until  further  instructions,  cease  sending  the 
valuables  of  the  Jewish  detainees  to  headquarters  in  Munkacs.  The  or- 
derly arrangement  of  the  valuables  there  will  take  several  days.” 

The  district  officer  in  Sarospatak  replied  to  this  order:  “Before  your  in- 
structions had  been  received,  Sarospatak  had  already  transferred  to 


140 


three  days  later,  on  April  27.  He  attached  his  regulation  of  April  20  (see 
above),  and  added:  “The  health  services  are  provided  by  the  staff  of  the 
local  Jewish  hospital  (two  head  doctors  and  another  doctor),  two  ad- 
ditional Jewish  doctors  who  have  been  attached  to  the  hospital,  and  ad- 
ditional physicians  who  are  working  in  the  Jewish  quarter,  which  is 
divided  into  twelve  sections  (six  for  local  Jews  and  six  for  those  brought 
here  from  the  surrounding  area.)  All  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 

county’s  chief  physician,  a county  physician,  and  two  municipal 
physicians.” 

“Fifteen  professional  nurses  work  in  the  hospital,  and  a staff  of  forty 
women  capable  of  nursing  care  works  in  the  two  branches  (for  patients 
with  chronic  contagious  diseases,  and  for  mental  cases,  or  those  afflicted 
with  acute  contagious  illness.)  Each  of  the  twelve  doctors  working  in  the 
several  sections  of  the  ghetto  has  a nurse  attached,  who  helps  to  single 
out  or  care  for  patients  who  are  contaminated  by  vermin.” 

According  to  this  report  there  was  no  need  for  inoculation  supplies 
since  “the  entire  population  of  the  local  area  had  been  vaccinated  against 
typhus”  four  years  earlier.  Pharmacies  there  also  had  ample  supplies  of 
medicine,  but  there  was  a shortage  of  lime  and  of  fuel  for  heating.  All 
necessary  steps  were  taken  to  provide  these. 

The  disinfection  equipment  of  the  Bodrogkoz  district  was  operated  in 
the  Ujhely  ghetto  from  April  24  to  May  22,  1944.  The  municipal 
physician,'  Dr.  Sziklay,  directed  that  120  pengos  be  paid  to  the 
Kiralyhelmec  council  for  transport  of  the  equipment;  a sanitation  inspec- 
tor, Andreas  Aranyos,  received  200  pengos  for  thirty  days  of  work; 
Istvan  Orosz,  a sanitation  inspector  from  Kiralyhelmec,  was  paid  ninety 
pengos  for  ten  days’  work. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  also  concerned  itself  with  the  Jewish  men- 
tal cases.  A regulation  was  issued  on  April  20  instructing  that  only 
dangerous  mental  cases  requiring  treatment  in  confinement  should  be 
retained  in  the  psychiatric  wards.  All  others,  who  could  receive  external 
family  care  “should  be  kept  within  their  family  circles  in  those  places 
where  the  Jews  have  been  taken,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations.”* 


* The  director  of  the  county  hospital  reported  to  the  chief  municipal  doc- 
tor with  regard  to  Jews  who  were  sick  and  hospitalized.  The  report 
noted:  Si^-five  men  and  fifty-eight  women  were  hospitalized,  of  which 
fifty-five  men  and  fifty-seven  women  were  mental  cases.  An  additional 
parenthetical  comment  stated:  “Their  number  is  being  reduced  from  day 
to  day  as  they  are  discharged.”  (See  footnote  14  in  the  Hungarian  text.) 
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According  to  the  sub-prefect’s  regulations,  the  Jewish  Council  was 
completely  responsible  for  all  precautionary  measures,  but  it  should  be 
add^  that  the  Council  was  altogether  lacking  in  means. 

The  Jewish  Council  was  appointed  by  the  heads  of  the  administration. 
The  chairman  was  Dr.  Lajos  Rosenberg,  a lawyer  (2  Kazinczy  St), 
deputy,  Dr.  Alexander  Glueck,  and  it^  members,  Samuel  Eisenberger, 
Henryk  Szamek  and  Morris  Szofer. 

What  was  the  Jewish  Council  able  to  do?  On  April  22  it  requested  the 
mayor  to  allocate  3,000  kilos  of  coal,  1,000  kilos  of  lime,  2,000  kilos  of 
straw  and  “laundry  and  washing  soap  for  the  8,000  Jews  who  have  been 
transferred  here.” 

A distinguished  visitor  came  to  the  ghetto  on  April  24,  none  other  than 
Laszlo  Endre,  Director-General  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior.  He  examined 
some  of  the  crowded  lodgings  around  the  bathhouse  and  the  synagogue 
on  Karolyi  St.  He  was  disturbed  by  what  he  found,  and  probably  out  of 
fear  of  an  epidemic  that  could  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  city  he  firmly 
requested  replies  to  the  following  questions: 

“D.  What  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  an  epidemic? 

2)  What  staff  of  doctors,  nurses  and  sanitation  personnel  is  capable  of 
maintaining  the  health  services,  and  how  can  existence  of  such  an 
establishment  be  assured? 

3)  What  is  lacking?  (physicians,  medicines,  lime,  inoculations,  etc.)” 

Dr.  Azary-Prihoda,  the  General  Registrar,  who  was  deputy  mayor  of 

the  city,  concluded  his  report  on  the  visit  of  the  Director-General  with 
the  following  recommendation:  ‘7/  is  highly  advisable  to  transfer  the  Jews 
out  of  here  as  soon  as  possible  and  to  put  them  somewhere  else.  The 
congestion  constitutes  a menace  to  the  Christian  population  of  the  city.” 
(Emphasis  mine.  E.K.) 

The  sub-prefect  sent  his  announcement  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 


It  should  be  noted  that  until  now  only  a small  part  of  the  documents 
pertaining  to  the  establishment  of  the  ghetto,  and  conditions  there,  have 
been  found  There  is  hope  that  additional  documents  will  be  discovered 
in  the  various  government  offices  and  in  the  archives  of  the  people’s 
courts.  During  the  research  it  became  clear  that  unknown  persons  had 
destroy^  papers  of  some  significance.  The  same  happened  to  the  minutes 
of  the  Ujhely  city  council  for  the  year  1944.  Someone  tore  out  the  pages 
in  which,  according  to  the  context,  there  was  record  of  the  deliberations 
regarding  establishment  of  the  ghetto. 
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Between  ten  and  eleven  thousand*  people  were  crowded  into  the 
narrow  area,  some  of  them  having  been  brought  from  the  villages.  They 
lacked  basic  foods,  and  especially  essential  hygienic  facilities.  It  was  im- 
possible to  provide  such  a large  concentration  of  people  in  the  ghetto 
with  even  the  most  primitive  sanitary  conditions.  The  water  supply  and 
the  meagre  sewage  system  were  inadequate  to  meet  the  personal  needs  of 
the  population.  On  April  20,  therefore,  the  sub-prefect  of  the  county 
found  it  necessary  to  put  into  effect  stringent  sanitation  regulations  “for 
the  extermination  of  vermin,  prevention  of  contagious  diseases,  and  the 
provision  of  sanitary  facilities  for  the  Jewish  inhabitants.” 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  regulations  began  as  follows:  “With  regard 
to  the  temporary  settlement  of  the  people  of  Ujhely  of  Jewish  race...  I 
direct  as  follows.”  (Emphasis  mine.  E.K.)  Considering  that  the  text  of  the 
regulations  was  received  also  by  the  leaders  of  the  community,  they 
could  have  had  little  doubt  regarding  their  future. 

The  principal  provisions  in  the  first  section  of  the  regulations  were: 

1)  The  entire  Jewish  population  must  be  examined  individually, 
without  delay,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  they  are  infected  with  vermin 
and  disease.  The  examinations  will  be  conducted  by  local  Jewish 
physicians  in  every  section  of  the  Jewish  dwelling  places,  as  set  up  by  the 
Jewish  Council. 

2)  People  who  have  been  contaminated  by  lice  or  bugs  shall  be  disin- 
fected immediately...  and  the  municipal  disinfection  equipment  may  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  In  case  of  need  the  regional  steam  decontamination 
machine  may  be  used  as  well. 

3)  The  two  bathhouses  should  be  operated  at  once  and  kept  in 
operation  for  purposes  of  fumigation  and  washing,  so  that  each  of  the 
Jewish  residents  should  be  able  to  bathe  once  a month  (sic!)  in  accordance 
with  conditions. 

The  second  section  dealt  with  the  setting  up  of  toilets,  and  the  third, 
with  “care  and  quarantine  of  the  ill  in  the  hospitals.”  The  first  paragraph 
of  the  section  ordered  the  Jewish  Council  to  enlarge  the  hospital  at  15 
Sziget  Street  to  a capacity  of  80  beds,  and  to  establish  two  branches:  one 
in  the  Status-quo  kehilla  school  at  18  Rakoczi  St.,  and  the  other  separate 
facilities  in  the  school  at  Karolyi  St.  for  the  chronically  ill  who  had  come 
down  with  infectious  diseases. 


* Another  estimate  sets  the  number  of  ghetto  inhabitants  at  1 4,000  Jews. 
(M.S.) 
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evidence  or  objections  which  could  serve  as  cause  to  alter  the  decision  in 
the  first  instance.”  It  was  obvious  that  the  Jews  could  expect  nothing 
good  from  an  administrative  attitude  of  this  nature. 

In  conformity  with  legal  procedure,  the  sub-prefect  passed  the 
documents  in  the  case  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Transpor- 
tation, which  also  rejected  the  request  for  reconsideration.  Date  of  the 
decision  was  June  1 1,  1944! 

The  original  segregation  document  records  that  by  order  of  the  S.S. 
commander,  it  was  planned  to  gather  all  the  Jews  of  Sub-Carpathian 
Ruthenia  into  concentration  camps  during  2-6  of  April,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  they  would  all  have  been  deported  very  soon  thereafter. 
However,  the  commander  of  the  Hungarian  First  Army,  General  Geza 
Lakatos,  refused  to  agree  to  the  gathering  of  the  Jews  from  the  cities,  cer- 
tainly not  from  humanitarian  reasons.  He  believed  that  transportation  of 
the  Jews  was  apt  to  disrupt  the  steady  deployment  of  the  army.  (The  at- 
tack by  the  Hungarian  army  in  the  Kolomea  region  began  on  April  15, 
and  was  called  off  after  heavy  losses.) 

The  time  table  which  had  been  set  up  at  the  secret  meeting  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  on  April  7 remained  in  effect.  On  April  12  the 
commanders  of  the  Kassa  region  gendarmerie  were  given  a briefing  at 
Munkacs  in  the  presence  of  Col.  Ferenczy  and  the  public  prosecutor 
Meggyesi.  The  main  points  called  for  the  gathering  of  all  the  Jews  in  Sub- 
Carpathian  Ruthenia  within  one  week,  beginning  on  April  16.  The  Jews 
of  Zemplen  were  to  be  included. 

The  operation  was  begun  by  gendarme  units  a day  earlier,  on  the  mor- 
ning of  April  15.  The  Jews  of  the  northeastern  border  region  were  first 
gathered  in  concentration  camps  in  Hungary:  residents  of  Sub-Carpathian 
Ruthenia  to  Munkacs,  Ungvar,  Beregszasz,  Huszt  and  Mateszalka, 
whereas  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  were  sent  to  Ujhely.  A few  days  later  the 
Jews  of  the  southwest  border  area  were  gathered  in  Nagykanizsa,  and 
they  were  the  first  to  be  deported  to  Auschwitz  by  the  end  of  April 

The  Ujhely  ghetto  was  set  up  in  and  around  the  gypsy  suburb  in 
houses  on  Rakoczi,  Virag,  Sziget,  Vorosmarty,  Zarda,  Meszaros,  Molnar 
Szechenyi-Wolkenstein,  Apponyi,  Arpad,  Kisfaludy,  Kolcsey,  Zapolya 
and  Munkacsy  Streets. 

With  amazing  speed,  within  four  days,  all  the  Jews  of  Ujhely  and  of 
the  entire  county  without  regard  to  age,  sex  or  condition  of  health,  were 
relocated  here.  The  roundup  of  the  Jews  was  carried  out  by  the  gendar- 
mes, and  no  one  was  permitted  to  remain  in  his  home.  Many  who  were 
not  considered  Jews  even  by  the  Jewish  laws  of  1939  and  1941,  were 
taken  as  well.  Verifiable  appeals  were  lodged  to  no  avail;  once  he  was  in 
the  ghetto,  no  one  was  permitted  to  leave. 
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The  requirement  that  Jews  must  wear  the  yellow  patch  went  into  ef- 
fect on  5 April.  Two  days  later  the  Director-General  of  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior,  Laszlo  Baki,  announced  at  a closed  meeting  that  “the  Jews 
will  very  shortly  be  removed  frqm  their  homes  in  the  region  covered  by 
the  Kassa  gendarmerie.”  Participating  in  that  meeting  were  the  comman- 
der of  the  gendarmerie  in  Kassa,  other  gendarme  and  police  officers,  and 
the  acting  governor  of  Sub-Carp)athian  Ruthenia.  To  this  end,  a German 
command  post  was  to  be  set  up  in  Munkacs  in  cooperation  with  Col. 
Ferenczy  and  the  public  prosecutor,  Meggyesi.  Committees  to  carry  out 
the  order  were  to  be  located  in  Huszt,  Ungvar,  Nagyszollos  and  in  cities 
beyond  Sub-Carpathian  Ruthenia. 

On  April  7 the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  issued  Regulation  No.  6163- 
1944  which  bore  the  unpretentious  title:  “ Determination  *of  Living  Quar- 
ters for  the  Jews”,  and  the  first  sentence  read  as  follows:  “The  Hungarian 
government  will  soon  purify  Hungary  of  the  Jews.”  The  reference  was  to 
expulson,  rather  th^  the  fixing  of  places  of  residence. 

Zemplen  County  was  part  of  the  region  within  the  authority  of  the 
Eighth  Gendarmerie  of  Kassa,  together  with  Sub-Carpathian  Ruthenia. 
This  fact  played  a vital  role  in  the  fate  of  the  Jewish  population. 

The  Jews  of  Ujhely  numbered  4690  souls  in  1 940.  In  1 949,  according 
to  the  record  of  the  kehilla,  there  were  only  360  Jews  there.  The  situation 
was  similar  in  the  other  kehillas  of  Zemplen. 

This  short  essay  seeks  to  present  facts  and  data  on  the  history  of  this 
terrible  tragedy. 


Even  before  March  19,  the  Jews  of  Ujhely  were  already  aware  that 
they  lacked  the  same  rights  as  the  non-Jewish  citizens.  The  municipal  ad- 
ministration issued  periodic  discriminatory  announcements  which  caused 
great  hardship.  The  following  example  was  typical. 

Jeno  Blumenfeld  and  107  of  his  colleagues  informed  the  mayor  in 
January,  1944,  that  they  would  keep  their  stores  closed  on  the  Sabbath 
and  on  Jewish  holidays,  citing  a regulation  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce 
and  Transportation  as  legal  basis  for  their  act.  The  mayor.  Dr.  Indar 
Varo,  refused  to  recognize  the  validity  of  their  declaration.  As  provided 
in  the  law,  Blumenfeld  and  the  other  merchants  registered  their  protest  in 
due  course,  maintaining  that  “they  all  observed  the  Sabbath,  and  keeping 
their  stores  open  was  contrary  to  their  faith;  hence  they  could  not  be 
compelled  to  do  so.” 

The  sub-prefect,  Miklos  Bornemissza,  rejected  their  appeal  on  Ja- 
nuary 24,  on  the  grounds  that  “the  appellants  failed  to  submit  basic 
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X.  Facts  and  Data  on  the  History  of  the  Ghetto  in  Ujhely* 

By  Elek  Karsai 

The  German  army  and  the  S.S.  units  invaded  Hungary  on  1 8 March, 
1944,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  reached  between  Chancellor 
Hitler  and  the  Regent  Horthy.  Upon  his  return  from  Klessheim  on  the 
special  “Turan”  train,  the  Regent  ordered  Hungary’s  armed  forces  — the 
army,  the  gendarmerie  and  the  police,  to  be  friendly  to  the  German  for- 
ces. 

Three  days  later,  on  22  March,  an  official  announcement  proclaimed 
that  the  Regent  had  dismissed  the  Kallay  government  and  had  appointed 
Dome  Sztojay,  former  Hungarian  ambassador  to  Berlin,  as  Prime 
Minister. 

Select  units  of  the  S.S.  and  the  Gestapo  which  came  with  the  oc- 
cupying troops  began  their  terror  operations  at  once,  at  first  on  their 
own,  but  after  a very  short  while  with  the  active  cooperation  of  the 
Hungarian  administrative  officials  and  the  Hungarian  security  forces. 
Working  according  to  lists  prepared  in  advance,  they  arrested  politicians 
known  for  their  anti-Nazi  views,  newspapermen  and  other  public  per- 
sonalities. At  the  same  time  they  put  into  effect  various  anti-Jewish 
regulations:  Jews  were  forbidden  to  leave  their  places  of  residence,  and  in 
some  localities  the  authorities  ordered  the  heads  of  the  kehilla  to  prepare 
a list  of  all  members  of  the  kehilla,  irrespective  of  sex  or  age. 

Any  illusions  that  the  Jews  of  Hungary  may  have  entertained  that  their 
fate  would  be  different  from  that  of  Jews  in  other  European  countries 
were  completely  discarded  on  19  March,  1944. 

On  March  29  the  Sztojay  government  adopted  a set  of  discriminatory 
regulations,  of  which  the  most  severe  was  the  requirement  that  all  Jews 
bear  the  yellow  star  patch.**  With  this  began  the  physical  separation  of 
the  Jews  from  the  rest  of  the  population,  providing  a grim  foreboding  of 
events  to  come. 


* Since  the  description  here  is  based  entirely  on  archival  sources  in 
Hungarian,  it  has  not  been  found  advisable  to  indicate  or  translate  the 
footnotes,  which  appear  with  the  original  Hungarian  text  only,  with  the 
exception  of  a few,  as  required  for  purposes  of  clarity.  M.S. 

The  Jews  were  ordered  to  sew  the  patch  on  the  upper  left  side  of  their 
clothing,  where  it  would  be  prominently  displayed. 
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Auschwitz  was  the  final  destination  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  Jews  from  Zemplen  and  UJhely.  A very  few,  perhaps  a few  hundred 
remained,  like  brands  plucked  from  the  fire.  The  remainder  went  to  their 
death,  while  most  of  the  general  population  displayed  apathy  and  hostile 
indifference.  Three  hundred  years  of  co-existence  came  to  its  tragic  end, 
and  the  solitary  survivors  were  scattered  to  the  wind. 

Perhaps  a few  isolated  individuals  remain  on  the  soil  of  Zemplen,  but 

the  memory  of  the  once  glorious  community  is  preserved  not  by  its 

synagogues  or  by  its  study  halls,  but  by  a cemetery  in  which  the 

generation  of  the  forties  was  not  privileged  to  be  buried.  No  graves  were 

dug  for  them  there,  because  their  ashes  were  spread  over  the  fields  of 

Auschwitz.  Only  memorial  plaques  in  the  cemeteries  of  UJhely,  Mad  and 

Bodrogkeresztiir,  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  slaughtered.  The 

^ 

cemeteries,  including  the  old  one  in  UJhely,  where  Rabbi  Moses 
Teitelbaum  was  buried,  have  been  recognized  as  Holocaust  Memorial 
Parks,  and  have  been  beautified  and  restored,  thanks  to  the  devotion  and 
efforts  of  survivors  who  today  live  outside  of  Hungary.  There  was  no 
Hungarian  participation  in  the  financing  of  this  act  of  respect,  not  even 
expressing  some  small  measure  of  expiation  for  the  Hungarian  share  in 
the  perpetration  of  the  most  unprecedented  tragedies  in  the  history  of 
mankind. 
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the  Jewish  police  in  the  ghetto  rounded  up  3500  Jews  on  the  pretext  that 
they  were  to  be  sent  out  for  factory  work.  They  were  at  first  taken  to  the 

same  synagogue,  and  from  there  to  the  railroad  station.  Another  loaded 
train  chugged  northwards. 

When  the  ghetto  was  first  established  the  enclosure  contained  also 
synagogues,  study  centers  and  mikvehs  (ritual  baths).  As  the  deportations 
continued,  and  the  ghetto  was  gradually  emptied  of  its  population,  the 
area  was  decreased  in  proportion.  Synagogues  and  other  religious 
facilities  were  soon  located  outside  the  narrowing  and  constricting  walls, 
and  the  prayer  minyans  assembled  in  private  homes.  The  authorities  did 
permit  burial  of  the  dead  in  the  cemetery,  but  only  five  persons  were 
allowed  to  accompany  the  corpse. 

The  pace  quickened.  On  May  25,  1944,  all  who  were  being  held  in 
prison,  and  all  who  were  not  working,  about  4,000  persons  in  all,  were 
bundled  aboard  the  freight  cars,  bearing  what  little  food  they  were  per- 
mitted to  take.  These  deportees  reached  Auschwitz  on  the  eve  of  the 
Festival  of  Shavuot,  1 944. 

On  Thursday,  June  1,  1944,  late  in  the  day,  instructions  were  issued 

that  all  Jews  remaining  in  the  ghetto  should  report  at  a certain  spot  on 
^ 

Arpad  Street  at  8 o’clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  from  there  they 
would  be  taken  to  a work  camp.  On  Friday  a group  of  men,  escorted  by 
gendarmes,  was  dispatched  to  collect  the  Torah  scrolls  from  all  the 
synagogues,  and  transfer  them  to  the  home  of  Amsel  Szamet  on  Karolyi 
Street.  The  rumor  spread  that  the  scrolls  would  be  sent  to  Switzerland. 

A commotion  broke  out  in  the  ghetto  early  Saturday  morning,  June  3. 
Gendarmes  broke  into  all  homes  and  evicted  the  Jewish  residents.  At  the 
home  of  Joseph  Hamermann  a gendarme  prodded  the  head  of  the 
family  with  the  butt  of  his  rifle,  whereupon  one  of  the  sons  struck  at  the 
attacker,  as  did  other  members  of  the  family.  They  were  all  forcibly 
removed  and  taken  to  the  assembly  point,  abused  by  the  gendarmes  all 
the  way.  Meticulous  searches  were  made  of  the  women,  and  when  the 
latter  claimed  that  everything  had  already  been  taken,  the  searchers  beat 
them  with  rubber  truncheons.  The  men,  too,  were  searched  and  beaten 
on  all  parts  of  their  body,  and  especially  on  the  soles  of  their  feet.  Beaten, 
battered  and  crushed  they  were  taken  under  close  guard  to  the  railroad 
station,  and  seventy  to  eighty  persons  were  loaded  aboard  each  freight 
car.  The  train  remained  in  place  until  Sunday  afternoon,  when  the  sealed 
doors  were  opened  and  fifteen  healthy  persons  were  taken  out  and  dispat- 
ched to  the  ghetto  to  fetch  the  aged  and  the  ill  who  had  remained.  The 
rumor  was  that  at  Kassa  they  would  be  handed  over  to  the  Germans.  The 
report  was  true.  This  transport,  the  last  from  tJjhely,  reached  Auschwitz 
on  Monday  night,  June  5,  1944.  57 
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made  of  the  establishment  of  a ghetto  in  Ujhely.  The  act  was  justified  on 
the  ground  of  the  approach  of  the  Soviet  army,  and  Jews  could  therefore 
not  be  permitted  to  move  about  freely.  Jews  from  the  neighboring 
villages  were  also  to  be  enclosed  in  the  same  ghetto.  Instructions  were 
given  by  telephone  for  immediate  implementation. 

In  the  village  of  Berecki,  near  Ujhely,  two  Jews  who  were  renowned 
because  of  their  physical  strength,  were  arrested  immediately  by  the  gen- 
darmes to  prevent  their  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  transfer  to  the 
ghetto.  The  village  Jews  began  arriving  in  Ujhely  on  April  15,  many  of 
them  weeping  from  sheer  desperation  and  helplessness.  They  feared  that 
they  would  be  killed  at  once.  The  worst  part  of  the  city  was  fenced 
around  to  serve  as  the  ghetto.  Gendarmes  stood  guard  at  the  gates,  and 
Jewish  police  were  on  duty  inside.  With  the  completion  of  the  transfer  of 
the  Jews  from  the  countryside,  the  ghetto  was  sealed  on  April  25,  1944. 
The  congestion  was  fierce,  and  the  lack  of  food  led  to  constant  hunger, 
since  the  authorities  were  unwilling  to  consent  to  acquisition  of  food 
from  the  outside.  A major  source  of  supply  was  the  bakery  owned  by 
Isaiah  Katz,  which  by  chance  was  located  within  the  ghetto  confines.  All 
mail  was  subjected  to  censorship.  Food  packages  were  received  from 
Budapest  where  the  Jews  had  not  yet  been  confined  to  a ghetto,  but  lived 
in  separate  Yellow  Star  houses  scattered  throughout  the  city.  All  those 
confined  in  the  ghetto  were  then  called  upon  to  hand  over  all  their 
valuables,  and  finally  all  remaining  men  between  the  ages  of  20-24  were 
called  up,  without  any  consideration  of  their  physical  condition.  The  men 
ordered  to  report  were  in  a dilemma:  to  obey  the  summons,  or  to  evade 
the  order. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  May  16,  1944,  the  gendarmes 
descended  on  a part  of  the  ghetto  in  the  area  of  Karolyi  and  Arpad 
Streets,  and  turned  all  the  Jews  out  of  their  homes,  including  mothers 
carrying  their  sleeping  children.  They  were  assembled  on  Karolyi  Street, 
and  then  herded  to  the  Status-quo  synagogue  on  Molnar  Street  — 3500 
men,  women  and  children,  among  them  thirty-five  hostages  who  had 
remained  in  custody  since  the  first  days  of  the  German  occupation.  They 
were  stripped  of  all  their  belongings,  and  in  the  afternoon  taken  to  the 
railroad  station.  The  streets  were  empty,  and  the  windows  all  shuttered. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  ignored  the  dreadful  scene.  At  the  station 
they  were  loaded  into  a freight  train,  about  sixty-seventy  persons  to  a 
boxcar,  and  within  the  hour  the  train  began  to  roll  north  with  its  human 
cargo. 

Ghetto  life  continued  for  those  who  remained.  A hospital  was  set  up, 
and  a home  for  the  aged,  in  which  all  the  town’s  rabbis  were  gathered. 
Just  before  evening  on  May  22,  1944,  acting  under  forced  instructions, 


131 


This  was  the  first  warning  sign  of  what  was  to  come. 

The  universities  were  closed  to  all  Jews,  and  the  youth  were  conscrip- 
ted into  the  Labor  Service  units.  Those  who  had  not  yet  reached  twenty- 
one,  the  enlistment  age,  were  sent  to  study  a trade.  Intellectual  studies 
came  to  a halt.  Both  in  city  and  town  only  women,  children  and  the  aged 
remained.  Jewish  enterprises  and  businesses  were  handed  over  to  non- 
Jews.  Jews  in  white  collar  occupations  and  in  the  professions  found 

themselves  unemployed  as  a result  of  the  ‘Third  Jewish  Law”. 

• 

The  deportation  of  masses  of  Jews  from  Slovakia  to  the  concentration 
and  death  camps  began  in  the  spring  of  1942,  and  thousands  of  refugees 
poured  into  Hungary,  including  IJjhely.  Local  Jews  were  strictly  forbid- 
den to  house  them,  under  threat  of  arrest.  At  this  point  Miklos  Kallay 
became  prime  minister  (March  1 0,  1 942),  and  despite  his  wavering  policy 
which  was  already  leaning  toward  the  Allies,  he  continued  to  oust  the 
Jews  from  what  little  was  left  to  them  in  the  country’s  economy.  In  the 
confiscation  of  all  Jewish-owned  properties,  vineyards,  too,  were  taken 
away  from  them.  A Jew  was  not  permitted  to  buy  a house.  Following 
the  heavy  losses  on  the  Soviet  front,  older  men,  too,  were  conscripted 
into  the  auxiliary  sen^ices  of  the  defeated  Hungarian  army.  Like  other 
places  in  Hungary,  Ujhely  and  its  surrounding  villages  were  emptied  of 
male  Jews  and  most  of  them  fell  victim  to  the  bestial  sadism  of  the 
Hungarian  officers  and  military  staff,  as  well  as  the  hardships  at  the 
front. 

Prime  Minister  Kallay’s  policies,  the  approach  of  the  battle  front,  the 
situation  in  Italy  and  the  failure  to  solve  the  Jewish  question  brought 
about  the  German  occupation  of  Hungary  on  March  19,  1944,  and  the 

tragic  fate  of  the  Jews  of  the  country  was  sealed. 

_ ^ 

The  German  forces  reached  Ujhely  on  the  third  day  of  the  occupation. 
Jews  were  immediately  forbidden  to  leave  their  homes  between  the  hours 
of  17:00  and  8:00,  and  the  following  day  the  time  permitted  them  for 
shopping  was  curtailed  even  more,  thus  making  it  difficult  for  them 
obtain  food.  A huge  fine  was  imposed  on  them.  A Jewish  Council  was 
established.  In  addition  to  the  requirement  throughout  the  country  that 
they  all  bear  the  yellow  star  patch,  women,  children  and  the  elderly 
locally  were  subjected  to  ever  more  stringent  restrictions.  The  Germans 
arrested  Dr.  Zinner,  Dr.  Schweiger  and  Dr.  Safir,  holding  them  as 
hostages  against  payment  of  the  collective  fine  of  100,000  pengo.  The 
money  was  indeed  handed  over,  but  the  hostages  were  not  released. 

On  the  last  day  of  Passover  a police  search  operation  turned  up  ten  Jews 
who  were  not  wearing  the  yellow  patch,  and  they  were  at  once 
arrested.  The  Jewish  Council  was  assembled,  and  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Indar  Varo,  mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  chief  of  police,  announcement  was 
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sary.  The  school  year  1937-38  was  marked  by  assemblies,  symposia,  lec- 
tures and  special  presentations  in  which  community  leaders,  pupils  and 
graduates  participated.  The  central  gala  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
school  yard  on  September  11,  1938,  in  the  presence  of  representatives  of 
the  authorities  and  a distinguished  audience. 

With  the  appointment  of  Gyula  Gdmbos  as  head  of  state  in  1932,  the 
Jewish  question  became  a major  political  issue.  The  first  steps  to  limit 
Jewish  participation  in  the  economic  life  of  the  country  were  taken 
during  his  term,  and  Hungary  began  to  move  closer  to  Nazi  Germany. 
Gdmbos  was  followed  by  Kalman  Daranyi,  who  in  May,  1938,  brought 
before  Parliament  what  became  known  as  the  ‘‘First  Jewish  Law”.  Upon 
adoption,  it  restricted  the  number  of  Jews  in  the  free  professions,  in  ad- 
ministration and  in  industrial  and  commercial  enterprises  to  20  percent. 

In  return  for  its  pro-Nazi  tendencies,  Hungary  was  rewarded  with  a 
very  sizeable  portion  of  Czechoslovak  land  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  taken  at  Vienna  on  November  2,  1938.  As  a result,  the  area  of 
Zemplen  was  increased,  and  Ujhely  was  no  longer  a border  town. 
Grateful  recompense  for  Hitler  was  expressed  with  passage  of  the 
“Second  Jewish  Law”  on  May  3,  1939,  which  reduced  the  percentage  of 
Jews  in  the  economic  life  of  the  country  to  6 percent.  The  territorial  ad- 
dition to  northern  Zemplen  added  1037  Jews  to  the  population  of  the 
county,  and  the  total  number  of  Jews  there  rose  accordingly  to  ap- 
proximately 13,500.  54 

The  Second  World  War  broke  out  on  September  1 , 1939,  and  within  a 
very  short  time  remnants  of  the  shattered  Polish  army,  fleeing  for  their 
lives,  were  scattered  through  Ujhely  and  southern  Zemplen.  At  first  Jews 
succeeded  in  infiltrating  into  Hungary  together  with  the  Polish  refugees, 
but  by  1940  the  Hungarian  government  began  to  bear  down  on  them 
heavily.  Two  transit  camps  for  refugees  were  set  up  in  Zemplen,  one  in 
Csorgo  and  the  other  in  Garany,  which  quickly  became  known  as  an  ad- 
ministrative detention  camp  for  Jews. 

In  that  same  year  the  first  labor  units  were  set  up  and  a year  later  these 
were  made  part  of  the  Labor  Service  system  in  which  Jews  were  com- 
pelled to  serve  instead  of  in  the  regular  army.  Hungary  entered  the  war 
against  the  Soviet  Union  on  June  27,  1941,  and  about  a month  thereafter 
Parliament  enacted  the  “Third  Jewish  Law”,  similar  to  the  Nuremberg 
laws.  The  Jews  were  in  effect  expelled  from  all  economic  activity,  from 
the  Hungarian  social  structure  and  from  all  public  activity.  From  then  on 
the  actions  of  the  authorities  knew  no  bars.  About  20,000  Jews,  who 
allegedly  lacked  citizenship,  were  banished  to  German-occupied  Ukraine, 
among  them  ninety  from  Ujhely.  Only  a very  few  managed  to  escape  the 
blood  bath  at  Kamenets-Podolski  and  succeeded  in  returning  to  the  city. 
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ved  as  a hallmark  of  the  city,  especially  those  on  the  main  streets,  were 
with  very  few  exceptions  all  closed  on  the  Sabbath  and  on  Jewish 
holidays.  During  the  twenties  merchants  who  observed  the  Sabbath  had 
been  permitted  to  remain  open  on  Sunday  mornings,  but  this 
arrangement  was  later  cancelled.  On  the  Sabbath  and  on  holidays  the  city 
took  on  a festive  appearance.  The  stores  were  closed,  and  the  streets  were 
filled  with  Jews  promenading  or  hurrying  to  synagogue,  among  them 
many  wearing  the  gaberdine  and  the  Hasidic  hats.  After  all,  about  a 
qu^ter  of  the  population  were  Jews. 

Ujhely’s  Jews  were  always  deeply  devoted  to  their  faith  and  their 
tradition,  and  maintained  a network  of  religious  institutions  to  assure  per- 
petuation of  the  heritage.  The  Kestenbaum  School,  most  of  whose  pupils 
had  no  additional  Torah  lessons  outside  the  school,  increased  the  lessons 
in  religion  in  1 924  to  six  hours  a week  for  the  boys  and  three  for  the 
girls.  Advanced  students  were  given  additional  Talmud  Torah  lessons 
during  the  afternoon  hours. 

The  Orthodox  School,  where  the  official  lessons  in  religion  were 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  Religion,  also  offered  further 
studies  in  the  holy  subjects  within  the  framework  of  a Talmud  Torah. 
The  latter  unit  had  been  set  up  during  the  days  of  Rabbi  Moses 
Teitelbaum,  and  since  1887  had  carried  on  its  activity  in  close  association 
with  the  Orthodox  School.  The  classes  were  not  divided  according  to 
grade  or  age,  as  was  customary,  but  pupils  were  grouped  in  classes  accor- 
ding to  their  knowledge.  The  course  of  study  in  these  groups  began  with 
learning  to  read  Hebrew  and  continued  with  study  of  the  Talmud  and 
rabbinic  literature.  Examinations  were  administered  periodically  by  the 
rabbi  and  the  men  of  the  Talmud  Torah  association. 

In  addition  to  this  official  institution,  there  were  in  IJjhely  eight  or  ten 
private  and  unofficial  hedarim  (religious  elementary  schools).  The  heder 
for  girls  conducted  during  the  twenties  by  Tante  Hertz  was  unique.  If 
we  take  into  consideration  also  the  two  large  yeshivas  mentioned 
previously,  we  get  an  unusual  picture  of  a Jewish  community  with  a 
population  of  less  than  5,000  souls  which,  even  in  time  of  crisis  and 

stress,  steadfastly  and  devotedly  maintained  a broad  network  of  reli- 
gous  institutions  to  serve  the  educational  needs  of  its  youth. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  thirties  the  two  elementary  schools  celebrated 
landmarks  in  their  history.  The  Orthodox  School  marked  its  fiftieth  an- 
niversary in  1937  and  on  this  occasion  the  school  principal  published  a 
festive  booklet  with  a descriptive  history  and  articles  by  the  leaders  of  the 
kehilla.  According  to  the  statistics  furnished,  4614  pupils  studied  at  this 
school  during  the  years  1912-1937.  53 

A year  later  the  Kestenbaum  School  observed  its  hundredth  anniver- 
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the  Jewish  religion  was  given  the  right  of  representation  in  municipal  and 
county  administrative  bodies  as  well.  Zemplen’s  representative,  Rabbi 
Samuel  Roth,  chief  rabbi  of  the  Status-quo  kehilla  in  Ujhely,  served  as 
such  representative  with  dignity  and  honor. 

Chief  pride  and  joy  of  the  Jews  of  Ujhely  was  the  hospital  operated  by 
the  Hevra  Kaddisha.  Until  1922  this  enjoyed  a contractual  arrangement 
with  the  county  hospital  which  provided  medical  care,  medicines,  etc., 
while  the  Jewish  community  provided  only  the  kosher  food.  This 
agreement  was  cancelled  by  the  county  in  January,  1922,  and  the  Hevra 
Kaddisha  decided  to  operate  the  hospital  independently.  Dr.  Alexander 
Zinner,  a well  known  local  internist,  was  named  director,  and  Dr.  Laszlo 
Szekely  was  appointed  chief  physician  of  the  surgical  and  obstetrics  and 
gynecology  departments.  The  county  viewed  the  opening  of  a Jewish 
hospital  unfavorably  and  attempted  to  requisition  the  building  for  the 
housing  of  various  evacuees.  The  Jews  therefore  hastened  without  delay 
to  put  the  hospital  into  immediate  operation. 

The  structure,  which  had  originally  been  put  up  with  the  help  of 
donors  and  various  funds,  was  in  a neglected  and  dilapidated  state  after 
the  war.  The  furnishings  were  completely  destroyed,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  begin  at  scratch,  including  acquisition  of  the  necessary 
medical  equipment.  After  renovations  and  alterations,  the  hospital  was 
hastily  opened.  After  about  two  years  it  invited  various  health  funds,  in- 
cluding those  just  across  the  border  in  Czechoslovakia,  to  send  them  their 
members  requiring  hospitalization,  against  payment.  Not  long  thereafter 
Dr.  Szekely  became  director.  Up  to  1937  this  small  hospital  treated  about 
1 1 ,000  patients  and  another  2,000  in  its  clinic.  Patients  came  not  only 
from  Zemplen  and  the  neighboring  counties  but  also  from  other  coun- 
tries, such  as  thirty-five  from  the  United  States  and  four  from  Palestine. 
Many  non-Jewish  patients  came  for  treatment  because  of  their  faith  in 
the  Jewish  physicians.  During  that  period  of  time  about  twenty 
physicians,  Jewish  and  non-Jewish,  worked  in  the  hospital.  ^8 

Beginning  in  193J  economic  problems  mounted,  including  an  acute 
shortage  of  credits  and  cash,  experienced  particularly  among  individual 
entrepreneurs  and  petty  merchants.  It  became  more  and  more  difficult  to 
make  a living,  and  poverty  was  prevalent.  The  thirties  were  characterized 
by  changes  in  the  signs  on  the  store  fronts.  Storekeepers  who  had  gone 
bankrupt  transferred  ownership  of  the  store,  usually  to  the  names  of 
their  wives,  thus  indicating,  legally  at  least,  new  ownership  which  was 
not  responsible  for  the  debts  of  the  previous  owner.  Witticisms  were  not 
liking,  and  some  quipsters  changed  the  name  of  their  city  to  “Mrs. 
Ujhely”. 

There  is  an  element  of  truth  behind  every  jest.  The  stores,  which  ser- 
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Only  a few  of  the  rabbis  were  native  sons  of  the  county.  An  excep- 
tional case  was  that  of  Rabbi  Kalman  Loevenkopf,  born  in  Ricse,  a small 
village  in  Bodrogkoz.  Though  a graduate  of  yeshivas,  he  took  to  Jewish- 
Hungarian  literature.  He  left  Ricse  in  his  youth,  but  the  village  continued 
to  feel  his  personality  and  his  influence.  Prior  to  entering  the  rabbinate, 
and  thereafter  as  well,  he  was  a teacher.  He  established  the  first  Hebrew 
school  in  Szatmar  and  thereafter  devoted  himself  unremittingly  to  the 
revived  Hebrew  language  both  in  the  Diaspora  and  in  Israel.  His  popular 
and  journalistic  writing  in  Hungarian  began  in  1911;  a collection  of  his 
short  stories  on  life  in  the  village  of  his  birth  was  published  in  1918  un- 
der an  assumed  name.  He  wrote  for  the  Zionist  organ  in  Transylvania, 
later  the  Hungarian  daily  in  Israel  Vj  Kelet,  since  it  was  founded  and  to 
his  final  days.  He  translated  Sholom  Aleichem’s  stories,  and  Avigdor 
Hameiri’s  The  Great  Madness  into  Hungarian.  In  his  latter  years  he  was 
awarded  the  Nordau  Prize  in  recognition  of  his  many  years  of  literary 
creativity.  It  appears  that  Rabbi  Loevenkopf  was  the  last  of  the  Jewish 
writers  in  Hungarian.  The  characters  about  whom  he  wrote,  and 
especially  the  Jewish  villagers  in  Hungary,  no  longer  exist.  His  wide  cir- 
cle of  readers  loved  his  folksy  language,  marked  also  by  elegance  and 
charm.  He  served  as  the  head  of  the  kehilla  in  Orsova  (Transylvania)  for 
seventeen  years  (1928-1945),  and  reached  Israel  toward  the  end  of  the 
War  of  Liberation.  Here,  too,  he  found  folksy  Jewish  characters  both 
among  his  Yemenite  pupils  and  among  the  diverse  elements  which  made 
up  the  Acre  neighborhoods.  Rabbi  Loevenkopf  died  in  Kibbutz  Bet  Oren 
in  1982  at  the  venerable  age  of  92. 

The  first  years  of  the  Bethlen  government,  in  the  twenties,  were 
marked  by  a degree  of  stability  and  relief  following  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
war  and  the  internal  political  revolutions.  The  country’s  economic 
distress  was  particularly  felt  in  Ujhely,  as  a small  border  town.  It  was  no 
longer  a roaring  railroad  junction,  but  a quiet,  forlorn  terminal  station, 
with  nothing  beyond  it.  The  inexhaustible  will  to  exist,  even  under  such 
circumstances,  created  something  new  and  exclusive  — the  wine  market 
which  operated  in  1921-1924  in  the  Central  Cafe,  composed  entirely  of 
Jewish  merchants.  Traffic  across  the  border  was  usually  thin,  and 
brought  no  income  to  the  local  inhabitants.  Anti-Semitism,  which  was 
rampant  in  public  opinion  and  especially  among  the  administrative  of- 
ficials in  the  county  and  the  city,  was  nourished  by  the  economic 
problems  and  the  general  frustration  after  the  terrible  war.  One  ray  of 
light  was  the  1926  law  which  was  intended  to  supplement  the  reception 
of  1 896,  which  had  given  the  Jewish  faith  the  status  of  a state  recognized 
religion.  Hungarian  Jewry  became  entitled  to  representation  in  the  upper 
house  of  Parliament,  as  were  the  Christian  religions,  and  three  years  later 
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the  community,  always  selected  its  teaching  staff  carefully.  Samuel 
Fodor,  a Torah  scholar,  came  to  the  school  in  1917  and  three  years  later 
was  made  principal,  remaining  for  a quarter  of  a century,  until  1940.  He 
wrote  the  pamphlet  on  the  one-hundred  year  history  of  the  school  which 
was  published  in  1938  on  the  occasion  of  the  festivities.  Moses  Feldmar 
and  Malvian  Ganzfried  were  two  other  teachers  who  for  two  decades 
educated  successive  classes  of  young  people  and  excelled  particularly  in 
their  work  with  the  youth  in  extra-curricular  activities.  The  name  of  both 
are  inextricably  associated  with  the  school.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Fodor 
in  1940,  Moses  Feldmar  became  acting  principal. 

At  the  Orthodox  school,  Ignatz  Opmann,  (from  1916)  and  Morris  Con- 
dos (between  1923  and  1930),  rendered  distinguished  service  as  teachers. 
Both  filled  administrative  functions  as  well  and  were  prominent  in  the 
life  of  the  community.  The  school  marked  its  jubilee  in  1937.  The  history 
of  the  institution  was  written  by  its  last  principal,  Laszlo  Budai  who 
began  his  service  there  in  1929. 

For  many  years  the  Status-quo  kehilla  had  no  rabbi.  An  announcement 
of  the  vacancy  was  published  in  1921,  and  of  the  many  applicants.  Rabbi 
Samuel  Roth,  formerly  of  Pomaz,  was  unanimously  chosen.  By  virtue  of 
his  position  he  was  also  the  head  of  the  public  committee  of  the  school, 
together  with  a secular  personality.  Rabbi  Roth  established  a young 
people’s  circle,  bearing  the  name  of  Israel  Singer,  which  promoted  a 
program  of  Jewish  cultural  activities.  The  circle  operated  during  the 
twenties  and  thereafter,  and  did  much  to  strengthen  the  youth’s  sense  of 
Jewish  identification  during  times  of  crisis.  He  was  responsible  also  for 
teaching  and  for  supervision  of  the  classes  in  religion.  He  was  deeply 
devoted  to  the  young  people,  and  established  a close  rapport  with  them 

during  these  classes,  which  he  considered  his  major  function. 

^ 

For  some  years  the  Orthodox  kehilla  in  Ujhely,  had  no  rabbi  either. 
Rabbi  Joel  Fellner,  formerly  of  Bard,  assumed  the  position  in  1922.  Rabbi 
Zvi  Hacohen  Dick  placed  in  his  hands  the  administration  of  the  yeshiva, 
and  the  teaching  of  the  intensive  studies,  whereas  he.  Rabbi  Dick,  taught 
the  class  in  fundamentals.  However,  Rabbi  Fellner  died  suddenly  three 
years  later,  and  the  direction  of  the  school  reverted  once  again,  to  Rabbi 

Dick.  Rabbi  Dick  was  a native  of  Tolcsva  and  had  studied  at  the 

^ 

Pressburg  Yeshiva  and  under  Rabbi  Elazar  in  Ujhely.  He  steadfastly 
refused  to  assume  the  mantle  as  rabbi  of  the  kehilla,  although  in  fact  he 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  kehilla,  and  was  called  upon  to  make  vital 
religious  decisions.  44  When  Rabbi  David  Klein  was  named  religious 
head  of  the  Orthodox  kehilla  in  1934  Rabbi  Dick  asked  him  to  teach  the 
intensive  studies.  Rabbi  Klein  remained  rabbi  of  the  kehilla  for  ten  years 
until,  at  the  head  of  his  flock,  he  perished  in  the  Holocaust. 
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was  known  as  the  numerous  clausus,  and  affected  Jews.  The  law 
provided  that  students  would  be  accepted  into  the  universities  according 
to  their  national  and  racial  affiliation.  Since  Jews  constituted  6 percent  of 
the  total  population,  this  was  to  be  the  ceiling  on  their  percentage  in  the 
universities.  This  brought  to  an  end  the  development  of  an  intellectual 
class  of  university  graduates  in  Ujhely  and  in  Zemplen.  Opportunities  for 
the  youth  in  law  and  medicine  were  now  narrowly  restricted.  With  the 
exception  of  a very  few  who  went  to  universities  in  neighboring  coun- 
tries for  their  higher  education,  the  situation  remained  in  effect  until  this 
Jewish  community  reached  its  bitter  end.  Even  the  opportunity  of  study 
in  other  countries  no  longer  existed  for  the  youth  during  the  thirties.  A 
small  number  of  young  people  from  Ujhely,  Sarospatak  and  Taliya,  most 
of  them  with  an  orthodox  background,  enrolled  at  the  rabbinical 
seminary  in  Budapest,  and  without  the  restricting  quota,  were  able  to  en- 
ter unive*rsity  and  attain  an  academic  degree. 

During  the  period  of  distress,  in  the  third  and  fourth  decades  of  this 

century,  the  community  maintained  a long  list  of  organizations  such  as 

^ 

the  Women’s  Societies  of  Sarospatak  and  Ujhely.  The  latter  also  had  a 
home  for  the  aged.  There  were  also  girl’s  groups,  a society  for  visits  to 
the  sick,  one  to  provide  food  for  the  poor,  and  another  clothing.  The  Or- 
thodox kehilla  had  an  Etz  Hayim  society,  an  organization  of  Daughters  of 
Zion,  a separate  body  to  provide  clothing,  and  a group  to  help  new 
mothers.  The  Orthodox  youth  were  organized  in  a club  of  their  own. 
Modern  Jewish  nationalism  was  quite  remote  from  the  world  of  these 

Jews.  Representatives  of  Zionist  pioneer  movements  made  their  first  ap- 
pearance here  early  in  the  thirties  and  won  over  some  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  youth  in  the  local  secondary  school.  As  the  number  of  students 
declined,  there  was  correspondingly  a drop  in  the  already  small  number 
of  those  who  were  willing  to  entera in  revolutionary  ideas.  Orthodoxy 
withdrew  into  its  own  seclusion  so  as  to  preserve  the  spark  of  its  own 
tradition. 

Two  personalities  in  the  Orthodox  kehilla  had  connections  with  Eretz 
Yisrael.  The  head  of  the  community,  Wilhelm  Alexander,  Visited 
Palestine  before  the  war,  wrote  a book  about  his  trip,  and  later  settled  in 
Jerusalem.  On  the  occasion  of  the  jubilee  of  the  Orthodox  school  (1937) 
he  sent  a letter  from  the  Holy  City,  and  it  was  published  in  the  book 
issued  on  that  occasion.  ^2  jhe  second  was  Rabbi  Israel  Wolf  Loebl,  who 
had  been  born  in  Palestine.  He  went  back  and  forth  twice,  finally  settling 
in  Ujhely  and  became  assistant  to  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Hacohen  Dick  in  ad- 
judication and  in  instruction  in  the  yeshiva.  The  Jewish  community 
referred  to  him  as  the  Eretz  Yisrael  Yid  (the  Palestine  Jew). 

The  Kestenbaum  School,  which  was  still  regarded  as  the  chief  glory  of 
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Hungary  and  Czechoslovakia,  within  the  area  of  the  new  state.  Very  few 
Jewish  families  resided  in  that  distant  corner  of  the  city. 

The  Czech  conquest  was  on  the  whole  benign.  The  victorious  army 
provided  a steady  supply  of  food  for  the  inhabitants,  but  the  Czech 
civil  administrator  closed  both  Jewish  schools,  among  others,  by  the  end 
of  May  and  proclaimed  that  the  school  year  had  ended.  The  brief 
Rumanian  occupation,  on  the  other  hand,  left  a bitter  taste  among  the 
inhabitants.  Ujhely  became  a border  town  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  Communist  government  resigned  in  August,  1919,  and  the  cam- 
paign of  vengeance,  directed  primarily  against  the  Jews,  began  at  once. 
The  White  Terror,  which  was  supposed  to  be  anti-Communist,  ran  wild 
largely  in  western  Hungary.  Hundreds  of  Jews  were  brutally  butchered, 
others  were  assaulted  and  robbed.  In  Ujhely  every  Jew  who  had  had  any 
share  in  the  Communist  regime  was  persecuted  by  the  police,  but  the 
situation  there  never  reached  the  stage  Of  terror  and  physical  injury.  The 
economic  situation  deteriorated,  and  administrative  measures  made  life 
even  more  difficult  for  the  Jews.  Office  personnel  and  other  employees 
were  dismissed.  Their  right  to  Hungarian  citizenship  was  not  recognized 
and  many  of  them  were  therefore  banished  over  the  border. 

The  Treaty  of  Trianon  (1920),  which  carved  up  Hungary  and  reduced 
its  boundaries,  affected  the  Jews  as  well.  From  the  second  half  of  the 
preceding  century,  Zemplen  County  possessed  relatively  the  largest 
Jewish  population  in  Hungary.  Its  31,622  Jewish  inhabitants  constituted 
11.43  percent  of  the  total  population  in  1880.  The  number  of  Jews 
thereafter  had  its  ups  and  downs.  As  a result  of  the  division  of  Hungary, 
about  half  the  Jewish  population  of  the  country  came  under  Czech 
sovereignty  and  in  Hungarian  Zemplen  the  remaining  14,855  Jews  con- 
stituted 10.09  percent  of  the  total.  About  ten  years  later  this  number  was 
reduced  to  12,542,  which  was  8.5  percent  of  the  population.  Even  with 
this  reduction  Zemplen  continued  to  have  the  largest  Jewish  population, 
relatively,  except  for  the  big  cities.  Only  Szabolcs  County  had  a larger 
Jewish  population  than  Zemplen,  though  in  terms  of  ratio  to  the  general 
population  their  percentage  was  smaller. 

The  census  in  Zemplen  in  1 920  revealed  that  most  of  the  Jews  of  the 
county  engaged  in  agriculture,  that  is  to  say,  viniculture,  small  scale  in- 
dustry and  financial  credit.  There  were  few  office  personnel  and  white 
collar  workers.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  thirty  physicians  and  forty- 
six  lawyers,  more  than  in  other  counties.  This  intellectual  class  had  a 
marked  influence  on  the  entire  Jewish  population  of  the  county  and  also 
served  as  its  leadership. 

Difficult  days  ensued.  Anti-Semitism  continued  to  increase,  and  latent 
hatreds  burst  out  into  the  open.  The  first  restrictive  law,  enacted  in  1 920, 
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The  end  of  the  war  also  put  an  end  to  Hungarian  liberalism,  which 
turned  out  to  be  a hollow  shell,  unacceptable  to  Hungarian  society.  The 
events  toward  the  end  of  1918  in  Hungary  in  general  and  in  Zemplen  in 
particular  ominously  presaged  what  was  to  happen  soon  thereafter,  and 
20-26  years  later. 


The  old  regime  in  Hungary  collapsed  in  October,  1918,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a democratic  republic  which  lasted  only  about  five  months. 

Unusual  conditions  ensued.  The  many  minority  groups  in  Hungary, 
which  sought  to  realize  their  rights  to  self-determination,  were  given  the 
full  support  of  the  Entente  powers,  which  displayed  open  animosity  to 
Hungary.  There  had  always  been  many  minority  Slavs  in  Zemplen. 

The  democratic  government  fell  in  March,  1919,  and  the  rule  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Communists.  There  were  many  Jews  in  Hungary 
with  Socialist  leanings,  and  this  was  true  also  of  Ujhely,  where  the  best 
known  was  Ernest  Bettelheim,  who  had  been  among  the  founders  of  the 
Communist  party  in  the  city  during  the  days  of  the  republic.  Bettelheim, 
a close  associate  of  Bela  Kun,  was  invited  to  serve  as  a member  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  party.  The  other  local  Communist  leaders, 
who  became  members  of  the  municipal  council  were  zealously  devoted 
to  their  political  ideal,  and  felt  no  affinity  or  sense  of  solidarity  with  their 
nation  or  their  community.  The  Passover  holiday  occurred  during  the 
short-lived  (133  days)  Communist  regime,  and  since  the  government  had 
banned  the  marketing  of  alcoholic  liquors,  the  problem  arose  as  to  how 
the  Jews  would  be  able  to  celebrate  their  Seder.  What  would  they  do  for 
the  Sabbath  blessings,  as  well?  Many  Jews  were  arrested  for  conducting 
the  Seder,  and  hostages  were  taken  from  Jewish  families,  as  from  all 
bourgeois  families  in  the  country.  Most  of  them  returned  to  their  homes 
later. 

All  the  schools  in  the  country  were  nationalized  in  March,  1919,  and 
the  public  board  of  the  two  Jewish  educational  institutions  in  the 

city  were  dissolved.  This  situation  continued  for  a very  short  while,  until 
the  middle  of  May,  despite  the  fact  that  the  city  administration,  backed 
by  the  Red  Guard,  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Communists  until  the 
end  of  July  that  year.  Thereafter  intervention  by  the  Czechs  and  the 
Rumanians  put  an  end  to  the  Communist  regime  in  Ujhely  and  in  south 
Zemplen.  The  Czechs  conquered  the  county  as  far  as  Sarospatak  in  the 
south,  remained  in  the  city  about  half  a year  and  then  withdrew,  though 
they  continued  to  hold  the  “small  station’’  of  the  railroad  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city,  which  later  became  the  border  crossing  point  between 
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“Ah,  you  Jew,  you  wanted  to  get  your  sop  released!”  said  the  gen- 
darme. 

The  old  man  burst  into  tears  and  took  out  of  his  pocket  a letter  from 
the  Town  Major  informing  him  that  his  son  had  fallen  in  battle  two 
weeks  earlier  at  the  Piave  River,  in  Italy,  and  he  had  gone  to  Kassa  to 

pick  up  the  boy’s  belongings.  The  elderly  tavern  keeper  took  the  three 
medals  earned  by  his  dead  son  and  threw  them  in  the  faces  of  his  in- 
terrogators. 

When  the  three-day  operation  was  over  the  gendarmerie  declared: 
“This  combing-out  was  nothing;  just  wait  till  they  start  beating  up  the 
Jews;  that’ll  be  something!” 

Similar  search  operations  were  carried  out  in  several  other  cities  in 
northeast  Hungary.  29 

The  legal  basis  for  the  searches  was  the  regulation  setting  up  special 
tax  commissions  which  went  through  the  cities  of  upper  Hungary,  and 
their  visits  were  exploited  to  carry  out  the  oblava.  The  authorities  main- 
tained that  the  activity  was  aimed  at  Galician  refugees,  about  300  of 
whom  were  apprehended  and  sent  back  over  the  border.  No  explanation 
was  given,  however,  why  the  Jews  were  ill-treated  and  why  money  was 
confiscated. 

These  incidents  had  wide  repercussions  abroad.  The  Times  of  London 
on  August  26,  1918,  reported  faithfully  in  great  detail  all  the  excesses 
which  had  taken  place  in  Ujhely  and  in  Maramaros-Sziget.  English  and 
American  newspapermen  urged  American  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
not  to  forget  the  Jews  of  Hungary.  The  press  in  the  Entente  countries  in 
general  urged  that  a solution  be  found  for  the  Jewish  problem  in 
Hungary,  while  at  the  same  time  pointing  out  that  this  Jewish  com- 
munity had  rejected  the  proposal  that  it  receive  the  status  of  a national 
minority  and  enjoy  the  rights  of  a minority  group.  The  official  represen- 
tation of  Hungarian  Jewry  gave  public  reply  that  they  did  not  seek  to 
benefit  from  the  tragedy  which  had  befallen  the  homeland  after  the  war, 
and  the  Jews  would  continue  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  Hungarian 
nation. 

During  those  very  days  when  the  Hungarian  gendarmes  were  rioting 
against  the  Jews  of  Ujhely,  the  ceremony  was  held  in  Jerusalem  marking 
the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  for  the  Hebrew  University.  The  Western 
press  carried  descriptions  of  both  events  simultaneously,  together  with 
renewed  requests  for  a Jewish  State. 

Additional  victims  of  the  wave  of  anti-Semitism  following  the  war 
were  in  the  village  of  Rakamaz,  where  the  Rosenbaum  family  was  rob- 
bed. The  head  of  the  family,  Menyhert,  had  served  at  the  front  for  two 
years.  In  Galszecs  forty- three  Jewish  merchants  were  robbed.  ^ 2 
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them  through  the  streets  at  the  point  of  bayonets.  Most  of  them  were  rob- 
bed of  their  money  on  the  grounds  of  a “tax  collection”.  The  newspaper 
Egyenloseg  reported  that  this  was  “imposition  of  taxes  with  bayoneted 
rifles,  accompanied  by  kicks  and  slaps  in  the  face,  while  the  sub-prefect 
laughed.  A pogrom  spirit  has  swept  through  the  streete  of  IJjhely. 
Delegations  rush  to  the  capital,  without  avail,  and  Jews  in  Ujhely  are  still 
compelled  to  identify  themselves.” 

Eye-witness  testimony  on  the  two  incidents:  Leopold  Teitelbaum  told 
that  despite  his  advanced  age  he  was  not  permitted  to  remove  his  phylac- 
teries and  prayer  shawl,  and  he  was  hurried  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
Jews.  Michael  Schoenfeld  was  treated  the  same  way,  and  said  they 
behaved  toward  him  as  if  he  were  a thief  or  a burglar.  Heinrich  Klein, 
who  sold  straw  hats  in  the  market,  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  mer- 
chandise and  go  with  the  gendarmes,  who  pushed  him  and  beat  him  in 
the  ribs.  Samuel  Leopold  reported:  The  combing-out  operation  began  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth  of  the  month.  Every  Jew  was  taken  to  the 
police,  even  if  his  papers  were  in  order.  Jews  were  taken  off  the  trains, 
by  groups,  and  faced  committees.  Passersby  in  the  streets  mocked  at 
them.  The  military  police  arrested  about  a thousand  Jews,  searched  their 
possessions,  and  confiscated  large  sums  of  money.  A gendarme  officer 
kicked  them,  as  did  the  military  police.  They  were  given  nothing  to  eat  or 
drink  for  twenty  hours,  and  were  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  toilets.  It  was 
a succession  of  beatings,  kicking  and  shoving. 

A delegation  of  town  notables,  Jews  and  non- Jews,  called  on  the 
prefect,  Baron  George  Szechenyi,  on  August  3.  Their  major  complaint 
was  that  the  incidents  would  destroy  commerce  and  wine  production! 
Outside  traders  would  no  longer  come  to  the  county  and  to  the  city  and 
would  withdraw  their  money  from  the  local  banks.  The  conversation 
with  the  prefect  became  a scandal,  and  it  was  decided  that  a delegation 
should  go  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

They  visited  the  Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Alexander 
Wekerle,  on  August  6,  1918,  and  he  told  them:  “An  abominable  act!  I 
am  thoroughly  ashamed  that  things  like  this  happened  precisely  during 
my  term  as  Minister!” 

An  oblava  was  carried  out  in  Szerencs  on  July  28-31  by  military  police 
and  eight  detectives  from  Budapest.  They  arrested  all  Jews  arriving  by 
train,  seized  flour,  sugar  and  coffee  in  homes,  examined  account  books, 
imposed  taxes  on  the  Jews  and  confiscated  money. 

At  the  Szerencs  railroad  station  a Jewish  tavern  keeper,  about  60,  was 
arrested  when  he  arrived  from  Kassa. 

“What  was  the  purpose  of  your  visit?”  he  was  asked. 

“A  military  matter,  about  my  son,”  he  replied. 
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in  the  army  produced  their  papers,  as  did  the  older  men  who  were  in  any 
event  past  the  age  for  military  service.  Whoever  tried  to  object  was 
beaten.  Leopold  Teitelbaum  cried  out  in  protest,  and  a gendarme  ordered 
his  comrade  to  hit  him  over  the  head.  The  entire  congregation,  including 
those  who  were  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age,  were  marched  through 
the  center  of  town  to  the  Central  Cafe  in  the  principal  square,  and  from 
there  to  police  headquarters,  all  this  before  the  eyes  of  jeering  and 
derisive  throngs  who  lined  the  streets.  One  of  the  escorts  shouted  that 
“their  fate  will  be  like  that  of  Abraham  Husz.*  The  gendarmes  picked  up 
Jews  in  the  streets,  and  broke  into  homes  and  yards.  In  the  homes  of 
Christians  it  was  sufficient  for  them  to  say  that  they  were  not  Jews,  and 
the  gendarmes  left  them  alone.  The  search  did  not  uncover  a single  deser- 
ter  from  the  army.  This  was  Ujhely’s  first  oblava.  * * 

In  reaction.  Dr.  Szekely  published  another  article  headed,  “What  Hap- 
> 

pened  in  Ujhely?“  and  described  what  had  occurred.  Some  of  the  local 
people  sought  to  cover  up  their  actions  by  claiming  that  they  had  not  har- 
med anyone  from  the  Status-quo  kehilla,  only  “those  who  wore  a gaber- 
dine and  had  sidelocks”.  Dr.  Szekely’ s blood  boiled  as  he  asserted  his 
solidarity  with  all  Jews:  A Jew  who  is  a scoundrel  should  be  put  behind 
bars  even  if  he  is  of  elegant  and  gentlemanly  appearance,  but  if  an  attack 
is  with  shameless  impudence  launched  in  a synagogue  against  a Jew  who 
wears  sidelocks,  then  whether  it  is  the  Orthodox  or  the  Sepharadi,  it 
becomes  my  synagogue,  and  I must  be  considered  as  one  who  has 
sidelocks  and  wears  a gaberdine,  and  I shall  strike  back  at  the  attacker. 
Every  true  and  upright  Jew  is  my  brother.  I would  prefer  to  give  up  mv 
title  as  public  prosecutor,  and  to  return  all  my  medals,  but  I shall  never 
be  a traitor  to  my  people.’’  The  commandant  of  the  gendarmerie  filed  a 
complaint  against  him.  28 

Another  oblava  occurred  in  Ujhely  on  July  30,  1918,  lasting  for  five 
days  and  nights.  Detectives  from  Budapest,  police  from  the  border  guard 
and  the  gendarmes,  raided  the  city  and  hunted  down  Jews.  They  arrested 
everyone  with  a beard  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  station  and  herded 


* Abraham  Husz  was  the  only  Jew  in  Hungary  who,  even  before  the 
First  World  War,  had  been  convicted  of  murder  and  had  been  executed. 

**  This  was  the  name  given  in  Russia  to  the  police  hunts  (razzia)  after 
Jews. 
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Simon  Deutsch.  The  well-known  ceramics  factory,  founded  by  Baron 
Karolyi,  was  later  sold  to  two  partners,  Berger  and  Lipschitz.  The  plant 
itself  was  in  Hollohaza,  but  storage  and  marketing  were  at  its  headquar- 
ters in  Ujhely.  Most  of  the  Jews  of  IJjhely  were  retailers  or  artisans,  with 
a relatively  sizeable  stratum  of  intellectuals  — doctors  and  lawyers. 

The  First  World  War  broke  out  in  the  summer  of  1914.  Available 
statistics  indicate  that  250  members  out  of  the  2000  souls  in  the  Status- 
quo  kehilla  were  enlisted  and  thirty-six  of  them  fell  in  battle.  These 
figures  serve  as  evidence  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Jews  of  Ujhely,  and  the 
sacrifices  they  made  in  gratitude  for  the  “time  of  peace”. 

Two  temporary  hospitals  were  set  up  in  the  city  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded  brought  in  from  the  front  in  Poland.  One  was  in  the  tobacco 
products  factory,  and  the  other  adjacent  to  the  “small  railroad  station”  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  where  huts  were  put  up.  Many  Jews  volun- 
teered to  care  for  the  wounded. 

The  war  took  a turn  in  1918  as  the  Central  Powers  began  to  show 
signs  of  fatigue  and  internal  disintegration.  The  centralized  administration 
which  had  characterized  Hungarian  rule  became  weaker,  and  liberalism 
was  exposed  as  a hollow  mockery.  The  accumulation  of  the  country’s 
domestic  problems  was  accompanied  by  outbreaks  of  unrestrained  anti- 
Semitism,  especially  in  the  daily  press,  with  no  intervention  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities. 

The  first  to  speak  up  against  the  phenomenon  was  Dr.  Albert  Szekely, 
of  IJjhely,  who  published  a public  appeal  in  Egyenloseg  on  July  6,1918. 
He  wrote  that  apparently  the  Hungarian  newspapers  had  nothing  else  to 
write  about  except  to  list  the  positions  being  held  by  Jews  instead  of 
Christians;  the  gendarmerie  ignored  the  thievery  taking  place  at  the 
tobacco  factory,  but  preferred  false  charges  against  Jews.  All  this  was 
taking  place,  he  wrote,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  war  during  which 
Hungarian  Jews  had  made  great  sacrifices  of  life  on  behalf  of  the 
homeland.  Thousands  of  families  were  mourning  the  loss  of  sons  and 
fathers,  as  well  as  bearing  the  burden  of  the  heavy  war  loans,  amounting 
to  millions  of  florins.  He  added:  “We  must  set  up  a self-defense  league  to 
protect  Jewish  honor  by  all  legal  means,  to  prosecute  the  press,  and  to 
prefer  charges  against  the  agitators...  This  is  the  zero  hour  for  self 
defense.  Every  real  Hungarian,  every  true  Jew  should  stand  up  and  be 
counted  in  defense  of  the  Jews!”  The  proclamation  was  signed  by  Dr. 
Albert  Szekely,  Satoraljaujhely.  27 

On  July  16,  1918,  gendarmes  burst  into  the  Sephardi  klaus  as  the  wor- 
shippers were  in  the  mids  of  their  prayers,  shoved  the  cantor,  and  for- 
cibly removed  the  prayer  shawls  and  phylacteries  from  the  Jews, 
shouting,  “Identify  yourselves!”  Those  who  were  of  age  to  have  served 
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year  the  girls  from  Orthodox  families  all  studied  at  the  Kestenbaum 
school.  Secondly,  the  parents  in  the  Sepharadic  kehilla  preferred  to 
send  their  children  to  this  school  rather  than  to  the  Orthodox  school 
associated  with  the  kehilla  from  which  they  had  separated. 

Contrary  to  expectations,  the  Status-quo  kehilla  remained  conser- 
vative in  its  attitudes.  Sabbath  violators  among  its  members  were  few  in 
number,  and  religious  functions  were  carried  out  in  diligent  observance 
of  the  Shulhan  Arukh.  The  stand  for  the  reading  of  the  Torah  was  located 
in  the  center  of  the  synagogue  and  the  prayers  were  conducted  according 
to  the  standard  prayer  book,  without  change  or  abridgement,  and  without 
accompaniment  of  choir.  Women  sat  in  the  balcony  only,  hidden  behind 
a netting,  in  accordance  with  custom.  In  1911  when  one  of  the  teachers, 
Paula  Bettelheim,  married  out  of  the  faith,  the  school  board  quickly 
summoned  her  before  a disciplinary  court  and  dismissed  her  from  her 
position.  24 

Furthermore,  only  in  the  Status-quo  kehilla  of  Ujhely  could  one  find  a 
situation  where  its  day  an,  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Tobes,  of  Galicia,  known  as 
Hirsch  the  Gaon  (genius),  who  wore  a streimel  (typical  Hasidic  fur  hat) 
on  the  Sabbath  and  on  holidays,  and  its  ritual  slaughterer,  Rabbi  Feishel 
Feldbrandt,  were  strictly  orthodox  and  ensured  that  everything  was  con- 
ducted in  strict  conformity  with  tradition  and  law. 

Tolerance  was  the  order  of  the  day  in  liberal  Ujhely,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century  a lawyer.  Dr.  Salamon  Reichard,  was  named  mayor 
of  the  city.  Despite  his  exalted  post.  Dr.  Reichard  did  not  detach  himself 
from  Jewish  affairs,  and  for  some  time  served  as  head  of  the  Kestenbaum 
School  Public  Committee.  His  seventieth  birthday  was  ceremoniously 
marked  in  1927  by  the  lawyers  of  the  town  and  by  the  entire  Jewish 
community.  His  Jewish  viewpoint  was  modern  and  once,  in  his  later 
years,  in  order  to  demonstrate  what  he  felt  were  the  distortions  of  the  Or- 
thodox-Hasidic  approach,  he  asked  a yeshiva  student  why  Jews  fasted  on 
the  ninth  day  of  the  Hebrew  month  of  Ab.  The  young  man  could  not 
reply,  and  maintained  that  he  fasted  only  because  his  father  fasted  on  that 
day  as  well.  His  knowledge  about  the  destruction  of  the  Temple  on  that 
day  was  weak  indeed.  25 

The  appointment  of  David  Kellner  as  superintendent  of  police  in  1910 
served  as  further  evidence  of  the  integration  of  the  Jews  as  an  integral 
element  in  the  life  of  the  city  on  the  eve  of  the  World  War.  ^6 

Industry  of  any  appreciable  scope  had  not  yet  been  developed  in 
^ 

Zemplen  and  in  Ujhely  with  the  result  that  there  were  far  more  Jewish 
vintners  than  Jewish  factory  owners.  Ujhely  is  located  in  a mountainous 
region,  and  furniture  factories  were  set  up  by  Geza  Blum  and  Simon 
Deutsch.  The  well-known  ceramics  were  set  up  by  Geza  Blum  and 
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by  books  he  had  read,  he  decided  to  emigrate.  Arthur,  his  senior,  who 
was  a student  in  Berlin,  received  the  family  legacy,  and  Adolf  sailed  for 
America  in  1888  with  his  share,  $ 40,sewed  into  his  vest 

Arthur  became  a rabbi  in  Berlin,  while  Adolf  carved  out  quite  a dif- 
ferent career.  His  first  years  in  the  new  world  were  years  of  struggle.  He 
worked  in  a soda  water  factory  and  w^  a furrier,  but  in  1904  devoted 
himself  to  the  motion  picture  business,  and  within  six  years  was  already 
producing  films.  In  his  autobiography  he  maintained  that  he  was  not  the 
founder  of  Paramount  Pictures  Corp.,but  had  a hand  in  its  develop- 
ment. 19  The  great  film  producer  never  forgot  his  origins,  and  from  time 
to  time  used  to  visit  Ricse,  where  his  parents’  home  and  the  store  in 
which  he  used  to  work  had  been  restored.  He  was  generous  in  his  help  to 
the  town  for  repair  and  reconditioning  of  public  buildings.  He  commen- 
ted that  some  people  had  exaggerated  ideas  about  the  wealth  of  the 
Americans.  Once  when  he  visited  his  parents’  graves  a huge  crowd  of 
“mourners”  came  from  far  and  near,  all  anxious  to  “adopt”  him  as  a 
close  relative. 

A year  after  the  Orthodox  seceded  from  the  central  kehilla,  in  1886, 
they  set  up  their  separate  elementary  school,  in  accordance  with  the 
idea  advocated  by  Ignatz  Schweiger,  first  head  of  their  congregation.  The 
school  was  located  in  the  David  Weinberger  building,  at  the  corner  of 
Karolyi  and  Molnar  Streets,  but  the  structure  was  not  at  all  suited  for  this 
purpose  since  its  rooms  were  low-ceilinged  and  narrow,  and  the  yard 
was  small.  The  school  began  with  four  classes  and  two  teachers.  Morris 
Gardos  joined  the  staff  as  a teacher  in  its  second  year,  1888,  and 
remained  there  for  decades.  He  served  as  principal  many  times  until  his 
retirement  in  1921,  after  thirty-one  years  of  fruitful  service.  The  kehilla 
purchased  a plot  in  1907  and  erected  a new  building. 

About  ten  years  after  establishment  of  the  school  two  classes  were  ad- 
ded, the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  making  it  a full  elementary  school.  This 
arrangement  was  discontinued  in  1 906  so  that  the  pupils  could  enroll  for 
four  years  of  study,  the  fifth  through  the  eighth  grades,  in  a kind  of 
Junior  high  school.  In  that  year  a private  school  was  started  with  the 
same  grades  and  it  operated  with  the  encouragement  and  support  of  the 
Orthodox  kehilla  until  1 920  when  the  kehilla  re-opened  its  own  fifth  and 
sixth  grades.  This  brought  to  an  end  the  Orthodox  qualms  against 
general  education,  and  they  even  proceeded  to  broaden  the  base  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  a partial  high  school  education. 

The  opening  of  the  Orthodox  school  did  not  particularly  affect  the 

enrollment  at  the  Kestenbaum  School  for  several  interesting  reasons. 
Firstly,  the  Orthodox  school  accepted  only  boys  until  1930,  when 
the  school's  board  (iskolaszM  decided  to  enroll  girls  as  well.  Until  that 
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etc.  He  constituted  an  interesting  blend  of  the  Hebraic,  Hungarian  and 
Western  cultures.  Alexander  Knopfler,  another  native  of  Ujhely,  who 
taught  at  the  Kestenbaum  School  for  many  years,  wrote  numerous  ar- 
ticles in  the  Jewish  press  and  in  pedagogical  journals.  Beginning  in  the 
seventies  he  became  the  correspondent  of  the  Zemplen  county 
newspaper.  Knopfler  was  unhappy  with  the  secession  of  the  Orthodox 
from  the  central  kehilla  and  also  vigorously  opposed  the  heder  system,  to 
both  of  which  views  he  gave  public  expression.  Among  his  textbooks 
was  a geography  of  the  county.  • 5 

The  equal  rights  law  of  1867  granted  civil  rights  to  the  Jews  as  an  in- 
dividual, but  not  to  the  Jewish  religion  as  a sect,  which  was 
acknowledged  but  had  no  legal  standing.  The  emancipation  law  was  un- 
satisfactory to  the  Jewish  intellectuals  because  it  failed  to  provide  for  the 
status  of  their  faith,  as  it  did  for  the  other  religions,  which  enjoyed 
autonomy,  government  assistance,  and  representation  in  the  upper  cham- 
ber of  the  Hungarian  Parliament.  The  struggle  to  achieve  status  (receptio) 
for  the  Jewish  religion  had  actually  been  launched  by  a relatively  few 
public  figures,  Morris  Mezei  among  them,  at  the  Jewish  Congress  in 
1869.  Not  much  could  be  expected  at  the  time,  since  the  Protestant 
denominations  had  not  yet  received  full  recognition. 

By  the  nineties,  the  demand  for  full  recognition  was  urged  by  all  the 
Jewish  intellectuals,  with  Morris  Mezei’s  brother,  Ernest,  in  the  forefront 
of  the  public  relations  campaign.  The  efforts  of  both  jurists  transcended 
the  narrow  boundaries  of  their  city  and  were  conducted  in  the  capital. 
The  receptio  law,  declaring  Judaism  to  be  a “legally  recognized  religion” 
was  adopted  in  1895. 

The  period  from  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  up  to  the  First  - 
World  War  was  later  referred  to  by  those  who  lived  through  it  as  a “time 
of  peace”,  in  contrast  to  the  tribulations  which  beset  them  even  before 
the  end  of  the  war.  Despite  the  “time  of  peace”  and  the  liberal  regime, 
however,  about  a hundred  thousand  Jews  emigrated  from  Hungary  to 
the  United  States  during  the  years  1870-1910.  Zemplen  was  no  excep- 
tion, and  many  of  its  sons  among  the  emigrants  rose  to  prominence, 
though  none  attained  the  heights  reached  by  Adolf  Zukor.  He  was  born 
in  1873  in  Ricse,  a small  village  in  Bodrogkdz,  the  son  of  a petty 
shopkeeper.  The  store  was  actually  run  by  his  mother  so  that  her 
husband  could  till  the  soil,  and  the  agricultural  produce  accounted  for  an 
important  part  of  the  family  income.  The  head  of  the  household  died 
when  Adolf  was  still  young.  The  mother  remarried,  but  passed  away 
soon  thereafter,  and  Adolf  and  his  brother,  Arthur,  were  taken  in  by 
their  uncle,  his  mothers  brother.  Adolf  became  an  apprentice  in  a store, 
and  advanced  rapidly.  Influenced  by  letters  received  from  America,  and 


115 


hands  of  Jews  who  began  to  fill  the  functions  of  a middle  class,  which 
was  lacking  in  Hungary.  ^ 

Between  the  eighties  of  the  previous  century  and  the  First  World  War, 
the  Jews  of  Zemplen  reached  the  peak  of  their  achievement.  The  blood 
libel  of  Tiszaeszlar  had  little  effect  in  the  county,  despite  the  geographic 
proximity.  There  were  no  anti-Semitic  outbursts  here,  in  contrast  to  the 
situation  elsewhere  in  Hungary.  The  Baroness  Ilona  Wallis,  who  was 
patroness  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Ujhely,  served  as  an  example  of  the 
spirit  of  liberalism  which  prevailed  in  the  city  and  contributed  200  florins 
to  the  construction  of  the  large  synagogue  of  the  Status-quo  kehilla.  ^ Yet 
the  Jews  of  Zemplen  did  not  enjoy  representation  in  public  life  commen- 
surate to  their  numbers.  With  rare  exception,  positions  of  leadership  were 
not  open  to  them. 

The  Jewish  physicians  were  among  those  who  had  special  privileges. 
When  Hungary  obtained  its  independence.  Dr.  Wilhelm  Schoen  was  ap- 
pointed director  of  the  county  hospital.  Upon  assuming  his  duties,  he 
prepared  a memorandum  which  gave  details  of  the  difficult  times  the 
hospital  had  gone  through,  and  encouraged  the  public  to  contribute  so 
that  the  needy  could  be  hospitalized.  His  report  was  published  by  the 
county  and  afforded  wide  distribution.  Dr.  Schoen  was  only  the  first  to 
be  given  an  appointment  in  the  public  service.  Other  Jewish  doctors  who 
served  as  district  physicians  were  Dr.  Adolph  Friedman  in  Tokaj,  Dr. 
Maximilian  Rosenfeld  in  Homonna,  Dr.  Hugo  Schoen  in  Ujhely,  Dr. 
Marc  Widder  in  Nagymihaly  and  others.  •• 

The  first  and  second  generation  of  intellectuals  in  Ujhely  and  the 
county  included  several  who  attained  national  reputations.  Morris  Mezei 
( 1 835- 1 925)  was  a lawyer  and  journalist.  During  the  time  of  the  Austrian 
oppression  he  was  tried  before  a military  court  because  of  his  nationalist 
activity.  After  the  emancipation  he  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Congress  movement  (Neolog).  His  brother,  Ernest  Mezei  (1851-1932), 
also  a native  of  Ujhely,  a jurist,  journalist  and  author,  was  elected  to 
Parliament  on  an  anti-Hapsburg  platform.  Their  mother  was  a 
Friedlieber,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  families  in  the  city.  Prof 
Friedrich  Koranyi  (Kornfeld),  born  in  Tolcsva,  studied  medicine  and  rose 
to  the  rank  of  professor  at  the  University  of  Budapest.  In  1884  he  was 
elevated  to  the  Hungarian  nobility. 

Though  the  Kestenbaum  School  taught  on  an  elementary  level,  it 
rather  surprisingly  attracted  many  teachers  who  were  also  writers.  In  ad- 
dition to  Israel  Singer,  referred  to  in  the  previous  chapter,  there  was 
Ignatz  Fiiredi,  who  published  thirty  volumes,  some  of  them  textbooks. 
He  translated  Rousseau's  Emile  from  French,  and  the  Mahzor  {High  Holy 
Day  prayer  book)  from  Hebrew,  edited  a Hungarin-Hebrew  dictionary. 
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there  is  no  one  in  Ujhely  with  the  will  and  the  necessary  feel  for  the  sub- 
ject to  help  me  out...  I do  believe  that  I shall  be  of  help  to  the 
historiography  of  the  Jews  in  Hungary,  and  shall  lighten  the  task  of 
whoever  follows  me  in  this  work.”  6 

The  rabbinical  crisis  in  the  Orthodox  kehilla  was  solved  in  a somewhat 
unusual  way.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Rabbi  Elazar  Loew  was  accepted  as 
rabbi  of  Ungvar  (1 888)  but  did  not  formally  relinquish  his  post  in  tJJhely. 
He  used  to  say,  whether  in  earnest  or  in  jest,  that  he  was  in  a position 
comparable  to  that  of  Franz  Josef,  who  was  emperor  of  Austria  and  king 
of  Hungary,  since  he  was  rabbi  in  both  Ujhely  and  Ungvar.  He  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  Ungvar,  which  had  a large  kehilla,  and  therefore 
placed  one  of  his  pupils.  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Hacohen  Dick,  in  Ujhely  as  a 
rabbinical  judge.  He  himself  spent  less  and  less  time  in  Ujhely,  appearing 
there  to  speak  twice  a year  at  most.  ^ It  all  turned  out  for  the  best,  for 
Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Dick  became  closely  identified  with  his  congregation, 
serving  also  as  a symbol  for  the  Jewish  community  as  a whole. 

The  conciliation  between  Austria  and  Hungary  in  1867  was  followed 
by  drastic  changes  in  the  country.  A process  of  industrialization  set  in 
and  the  capitalist  system  began  to  take  hold,  although  these  changes  were 
scarcely  felt  in  Zemplen.  A few  roads  were  built,  and  a railroad  was  con- 
structed  between  Kassa,  Ujhely  and  Szerencs,  with  an  extension  later, 
Ujhely-Csap.  As  an  immediate  consequence,  the  city  was  involved  in  the 
trade  between  Hungary  and  Russia.  Ujhely  became  a rail  junction,  and  a 
large  workshop  built  there  for  the  repair  of  cars  and  locomotives, 
provided  employment  for  hundreds.  A second  large  plant,  built  in  the 
early  nineties,  was  a factory  for  the  processing  of  tobacco  products, 
which  employed  over  a thousand  workers,  most  of  them  women,  though 
the  number  was  reduced  considerably  within  a short  time.  There  was  no 
development  of  large  scale  industry  in  the  city  or  in  the  county.  Regular 
supply  of  electricity  and  water  began  only  toward  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth.  The  city  streets 
were  paved  and  sidewalks  were  built.  Since  industry  remained  on  the 
scale  of  small  workshops,  the  main  economic  activity  continued  to  be  the 
raising  of  grapes  and  the  production  of  wine. 

Liberalism  was  a foreign  element  under  the  monarchy,  introduced  into 
Hungary  by  the  revolutionary  aristocrats  and  the  intellectuals  in  1848.  It 
was  accepted  as  an  external  embellishment,  in  imitation  of  western 
models,  but  it  never  truly  penetrated  Hungarian  society.  A constitution 
was  adopted  and  the  influence  of  the  church  was  reduced  somewhat,  but 
liberalism  was  of  little  interest  to  broad  social  strata.  Neither  the  landless 
peasantry  nor  the  industrial  proletariat  were  enthusiastic  about  it.  The 
former  feudal  classes  detested  trade  and  industry,  and  left  these  in  the 
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did  her  share  in  keeping  the  pot  boiling.  It  was  finally  decided,  Rabbi 

Brachya's  followers  maintained  that  his  brother-in-law  would  have  to 

✓ 

leave  Ujhely  as  soon  as  he  found  another  source  of  livelihood,  and  within 
three  months  thereafter  their  rabbi  had  to  come  to  take  up  his  rabbinical 
position.  If  he  failed  to  do  so,  he  would  forfeit  his  claim. 

As  luck  would  have  it.  Rabbi  Brachya  became  ill,  underwent  several 
operations,  but  did  not  recover,  and  tHe  agreement  could  not  be  im- 
plemented. The  Munkacs  Hasidim  kept  up  their  barrage  of  propaganda, 
and  they  gradually  overcame  all  the  efforts  of  the  Mad  rabbi  and  all  the 
Teitelbaum  rabbis.  Elections  were  held  and  in  1913  Rabbi  David  was 
named  rabbi  of  the  Sepharadi  kehilla,  a position  which  he  held  until  his 
death.  The  custom  of  the  Hasidim  in  Ujhely  to  maintain  two  separate 
groups,  one  linked  to  Munkacs  and  the  other  to  Sziget,  worshipping 
separately,  one  in  its  klaus  and  the  other  in  its  bet  midrash,  was  un- 
doubtedly a result  of  that  conflict. 

The  Status-quo  kehilla  named  Rabbi  Leopold  Hermann  as  their 
rabbi  in  1887.  He  served  for  a short  while,  passing  away  in  1890  in  San 
Remo,  following  an  illness.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rabbi  Kalonymous 
Weiss,  who  held  that  post  for  twenty  years.  Rabbi  Kalonymous  had 
gained  a reputation  as  a scholar  in  his  early  youth.  He  wrote  many  ar- 
ticles in  Jewish  periodicals  and  his  book,  published  in  1881,  contained 
much  innovative  exegesis.  He  was  a brilliant  speaker,  and  his  literary 
Hebrew  style  was  superb. 

It  was  during  his  time  that  Rabbi  Dr.  Israel  Goldberger  was  also  in- 
vited to  serve  as  rabbi  of  the  kehilla.  The  latter  filled  many  functions:  He 
administered  the  Kestenbaum  school,  taught  religion  and  delivered  ser- 
mons. His  religious  education  was  obtained  at  the  rabbinical  seminary  in 
Budapest.  Rabbi  Israel  published  194  works,  and  was  undoubtedly  the 
most  productive  of  Ujhely' s rabbis.  His  work  appeared  in  £ill  the  Jewish 
papers  and  periodicals  in  Hungary  as  well  as  in  county  periodicals.  He 
wrote  numerous  articles  for  the  well  known  Hebrew  encyclopedia  Ozar 
Yisrael  (New  York)  and  for  such  periodicals  as  Hazqfeh  (Budapest),  and 
Ha-Eshkol  (Cracow).  The  first  to  do  research  into  the  history  of  the  Jews 
of  Ujhely,  Rabbi  Israel  published  many  documents  which  he  found  in  the 
county  archives.  He  served  in  Ujhely  for  nine  years,  until  1912,  when  he 
went  to  Tata,  but  he  never  forgot  his  years  in  Ujhely  and  more  than  a 
decade  after  his  departure  from  there,  in  1925,  he  wrote:“ While  I was  in 
Ujhely  it  was  my  intention  to  write  a history  of  the  Jews  of  Zemplen 
Cbunty.  I began  gathering  the  material,  and  some  of  my  works  were 
devoted  to  that  subject.  Thereafter  I took  up  duties  elsewhere,  but  I did 
not  give  up  my  initial  plan.  However,  the  World  War  (the  First)  and 
various  crises  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  realize  my  aim.  Thus  far. 
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Altona,  Frankfurt  and  elsewhere.  Since  occupants  of  the  klaus  originally 
had  no  fixed  occupation  other  than  study,  they  were  usually  called  upon 
to  perform  such  functions  as  the  recital  of  Psalms  at  the  bedside  of  the  ill, 
and  the  study  of  Talmud  or  saying  prayers  at  the  homes  of  mourners.  In 
Russia  and  Poland  practically  every  kehilla  had  its  klaus.  The  Hasidim 
preferred  to  designate  their  synagogues  by  this  name  as  a way  of  em- 
phasizing that  it  served  also  as  a house  of  study.  ^ 

In  1891  the  Hasidim  invited  Rabbi  Moses  Joseph  Teitelbaum,  the  son  of 
Jekuthiel  Judah,  and  a descendant  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum, to  serve  as 
their  rabbi.  He  had  previously  been  the  spiritual  leader  in  Zborov  and 
Stropkow.  His  letter  of  appointment  was  couched  in  superlatives  and  was 
signed  by  some  eighty  members  of  the  kehilla,  including  its  head, 
Elhanan  Chaim  Preis.  His  tenure  in  Ujhely  was  brief,  however;  he  died 
in  1897  while  en  route  to  Bekescsaba.  ^ 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  Rabbi  Brachya,  but  because  of  his  youth 
the  latter  requested  that  he  be  granted  a few  years  to  continue  his  studies 
at  the  home  of  his  father-in-law.  The  community  assented,  especially 
since  Rabbi  Brachya  engaged  Rabbi  Eleazar  Schwartz  as  spiritual  guide 
in  his  place,  paying  him  out  of  his  own  pocket,  while  the  usual  stipend 
went  to  the  widow.  Rabbi  Brachya  maintained  contact  with  the  com- 
munity by  coming  there  at  fixed  intervals,  filling  rabbinical  functions, 
and  taking  any  action  necessary,  as  befitting  the  head  of  the  rabbinical 
court. 

Rabbi  Moses  Joseph  also  had  a daughter,  Rosa  Blumeh,  who  married 
Rabbi  David  Meisels,  scion  of  a distinguished  family,  who  as  a youth  had 
already  established  a reputation  as  a brilliant  scholar.  He  lived  with  his 
mother-in-law,  whereas  Rabbi  Brachya  lived  with  his  father-in-law,  a 
fact  which  eventually  contributed  to  a bitter  controversy  within  the 
Hasidic  group.  Rabbi  David  was  in  1898  appointed  a judge  in  the 
religious  court  and  founded  a yeshiva.  Young  people  in  increasing  num- 
bers came  from  Galicia  and  Poland  to  study  with  him  because  he  taught 
them  both  Torah  and  Hasidism. 

The  question  of  the  rabbinical  succession  had  repercussions  for  ten 
years  and  more,  and  the  authorities  were  compelled  to  intervene.  Rabbi 
Brachya’s  supporters  maintained  that  as  a matter  of  fact  their  rabbi  felt 
sorry  for  his  brother-in-law,  who  had  come  to  him  asking  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  with  his  mother-in-law  since  he  had  nowhere  else  to  go. 
Rabbi  Brachya  enjoyed  the  support  of  Rabbi  Yom  Tov  Lipa  Teitelbaum, 
of  Sziget,  while  Rabbi  David‘s  followers  had  the  encouragement  of  the 
rabbi  of  Munkacs.  Rabbi  Yom  Tov  Lipa  ruled  that  Rabbi  Brachya  was 
the  rabbi  of  the  community,  while  Rabbi  David  would  engage  in 
teaching,  and  no  other  teacher  could  be  engaged  in  his  place.  The  widow 
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IX.  From  Equality  to  Holocaust 


The  Jews  were  granted  equal  civic  rights  in  1867,  the  same  year  in 
which  Austria  and  Hungary  reached  a conciliation.  The  decades  that 
followed  were  marked  by  utter  confusion  in  the  kehillas  because  of  the 
absence  of  any  regularization  of  their  legal  status.  There  were  many  in- 
stances where  in  one  city  or  another  two  or  even  three  kehillas  were 
established.  Each  Jew  was  able  to  associate  himself  with  whichever 
kehilla  he  wished,  and  small  fragments  of  the  membership  of  any  kehilla 
were  free  to  withdraw  and  form  a separate  body.  This  internal 
divisiveness  caused  a decline  in  the  number  of  taxpayers  and  created 
enormous  difficulties  in  the  maintenance  of  the  community  institutions. 
As  a consequence,  the  government  found  it  necessary  to  enact  regulations 
which  required  every  Jew  who  withdrew  from  his  kehilla  to  continue  to 
pay  his  taxes  for  three  years  following  such  withdrawal.  (This  was  later 
prolonged  to  five  years.) 

The  rupture  between  the  Congress  movement  (Neolog)  and  the  Or- 
thodox quickly  became  an  established  fact,  and  was  accepted  by  Jewish 
public  opinion  as  an  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  inevitable  cultural 
and  social  developments  of  the  times.  The  split  between  Orthodox  fac- 
tions to  the  point  of  establishment  of  separate  kehillas  in  one  city, 
however,  was  regarded  as  certainly  unusual.  In  view  of  this  situation, 
the  Minister  of  Religions  and  Culture  in  1888  published  a regulation 
limiting  the  right  to  set  up  a kehilla  unless  the  new  body  was  able  to 
maintain  those  institutions  necessary  for  meeting  the  religious 
requirements  of  the  community.  The  Hasidim  objected  to  this  regulation 
but  they  were  powerless  to  do  anything  about  it. 

In  UJhely  the  Hasidic  sect  organized  its  own  separate  and  autonomous 
kehilla  (Sepharadic)  even  before  adoption  of  the  above  regulation,  and  on 
Sabbath  day,  August  1,  1891,  dedicated  its  rebuilt  klaus  in  the  presence 
of  an  audience  numbering  about  a thousand  persons.  The  principal  ser- 
mon was  delivered  by  the  rabbi  of  Sziget,  and  among  those  present  were 
several  rabbis  and  members  from  the  Orthodox  and  Status-quo  kehillas.  ‘ 

Klaus  is  a Latin  word  used  in  medieval  times  to  mean  an  enclosed 
space.  The  reference  is  to  a bet  midrash  (institution  of  study  and  prayer) 
erected  and  maintained  with  special  funds.  Its  students  were  engaged  full 
time  in  study,  and  the  place  served  also  as  a house  of  worship.  Beginning 
with  the  sixteenth  century  a klaus  was  to  be  found  in  Prague,  Vienna, 
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were  quickly  exerted  upon  him.  Conservative  circles  in  the  kehilla  were 
supported  by  prominent  personalities,  amont  them  Rabbi  Moses  Ben 
Joseph  Shick  (Maharam  Shick)  of  Huszt,  the  noted  opponent  of  Hasidism 
in  Maramaros  county.  As  might  be  expected,  the  records  present  Rabbi 
Elazar  as  a controversial  figure.  On  the  one  hand,  the  author  of  an  in- 
troduction to  his  book  described  him  as  follows:  “Pupils...  came  to  him 
from  all  over,  and  he  taught  them  with  great  diligence.  He  also  ad- 
ministered his  rabbinical  duties  with  pride...  drawing  upon  his  broad  un- 
derstanding and  his  zeal  to  serve  all  who  turned  to  him...  He  was  head  of 
the  Rabbinical  Court  of  the  entire  community  in  Ujhely  for  twelve  years. 
Then  there  arose  a group  of  wicked,  strong-armed  men  who  sought  to 
strike  at  God’s  commandments...  and  the  community  split...  He  then  set 
up  a kehilla  of  God-fearing  Jews,  which  is  still  in  proud  existence...  He 
remained  in  Ujhely  for  only  another  half  year,  and  then  went  to 
Ungvar.”  That  was  one  opinion. 

On  the  other  hand,  Abraham  Friedlieber’s  son  wrote  in  his  memoirs 
about  his  father,  who  had  prevailed  upon  Rabbi  Jeremiah  not  to  abandon 
the  Status-quo  kehilla,  that  it  certainly  was  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  any 
rabbi  to  be  at  the  head  of  a kehilla  of  that  nature.  By  way  of  example,  the 
author  cited  Rabbi  Meir  Perles,  rabbi  in  Nagykaroly,  an  outspoken  figure 
and  a prominent  authority  frequently  mentioned  in  responsa  literature, 
whose  personality  lent  authority  to  the  new  movement.  Rabbi  Perles  was 
invited  to  teach  Talmud  in  the  rabbinical  seminary,  but  rejected  the  offer. 
Rabbi  Elazar  forbade  several  ritual  slaughterers  from  carrying  on  their 
profession,  and  he  became  involved  in  a case  concerning  a hearse  which 
had  been  ordered  by  the  Hevra  Kaddisha  (Burial  Society).  On  this  im- 
mediate issue  the  split  took  place.  In  a vote,  two  thirds  of  the  members  of 
the  kehilla  with  the  right  to  vote,  cast  their  ballots  against  him.  The 
minority,  headed  by  Rabbi  Elazar,  withdrew  from  the  kehilla,  and  in 
1886  two  kehillas  existed  in  Ujhely,  in  effect,  three.  As  already  noted, 
about  half  a year  later  the  rabbi  left  Ujhely. 

Two  large  synagogues  were  built  in  addition  to  the  Hasidic  Klaus:  the 
Orthodox  synagogue,  constructed  in  1887,  with  an  adjoining  bet  midrash 
built  eight  years  later,  and  the  large  synagogue  of  the  Status-quo  com- 
munity which  was  dedicated  in  1888.  Its  bet  midrash  had  been  built  a 
hundred  years  earlier  during  the  time  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum. 
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voiced  bitter  criticism  of  Morris  Mezei.  The  latter  was  unable  to  ignore 
the  rebuke  from  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  addressed  a special  letter  to 
Abraham  Friedlieber.  The  rabbi  did  not  open  his  mouth  at  the  public 
sessions  of  the  Q)ngress,  and  his  demonstrative  silence  was  taken  to  task 
in  the  daily  press. 

The  Congress  was  unable  to  overcome  the  internal  conflicts.  The 
proposal  for  organization  of  the  kehillas  Was  adopted  when  the  Orthodox, 
who  were  in  a minority,  walked  out.  The  main  bone  of  contention  was 
the  demand  by  the  Orthodox  for  complete  autonomy  of  the  kehillas,  and 
although  the  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  majority,  the  Orthodox 
refused  to  be  bound  by  them.  Within  a very  short  while,  the  Orthodox 
compelled  the  government  to  enact  a special  decree  (1871)  which  in  its 
general  lines  was  similar  to  the  decisions  of  the  Congress,  but  established 
that  the  kehillas  of  the  Orthodox  organization  were  based  on  the  Shulhan 
Arukh,  and  this  alone  was  their  yardstick.  No  regulations  could  be  con- 
trary to  this  standard.  At  the  same  time,  these  kehillas  could  not  be  con- 
sidered a separate  religion.  The  schism  was  complete.  One  group  became 
known  as  the  Congress  kehillas  (erroneously  called  Neolog),  and  the 
other  were  the  Orthodox.  Most  of  the  kehillas  in  Zemplen  joined  the  Or- 
thodox organization. 

During  these  stormy  times  there  were  some  kehillas  which  did  not  af- 
filiate with  either  of  these  two  groups,  but  adhered  to  the  legal  status 
which  existed  before  the  Congress.  They  therefore  came  to  be  known  by 
the  strange  name  of  the  Status-quo  Ante  movement  - the  status  which 
had  existed  previously.  The  regulations  and  authority  of  the  Congress 
organization  and  the  Orthodox  organization  did  not  apply  to  the  latter 
group,  and  until  1927  they  had  no  central  organization  of  their  own. 

The  initiator  of  this  idea  and  creator  of  the  Status-quo  movement  was 
Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew,  head  of  the  rabbinical  court  in  Ujhely.  He,  who 
had  been  criticized  for  remaining  silent  during  the  Congress,  was  respon- 
sible for  greater  achievement  than  many  who  had  been  extremely 
talkative.  Among  other  large  kehillas  which  followed  Rabbi  Jeremiah  in 
his  policy  of  moderation  were  Debrecen,  Nyiregyhaza,  Eger,  Gyongyos 
and  others  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Rabbi  Jeremiah  was  apparently 
unable  to  set  up  a central  Status-quo  organization  because  of  his  frailty, 
and  he  passed  away  in  1874.  His  literary  legacy  was  a book  on  new  ideas 
about  Maimonides.  He  served  as  rabbi  of  his  community  during  a twenty 
year  period  in  which  decisive  changes  took  place  in  the  life  of  the 
Hungarian  community. 

Rabbi  Jeremiah  was  succeeded  as  rabbi  of  Ujhely  by  his  son.  Rabbi  E- 
lazar,  who  at  first  remained  loyal  to  the  legacy  of  his  illustrious  father  in 
the  matter  of  the  Status-quo  arrangement,  but  the  anticipated  pressures 
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such  ritual  had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

The  new  law  for  equal  civil  rights  was  soon  to  be  adopted.  The 
proposal  for  the  law  was  put  forward  in  October,  1 867,  very  shortly  after 
the  conciliation  between  the  Austrian  ruler  and  Hungary,  as  a con- 
sequence of  which  independence  was  granted  and  the  Austro-Hungarian 
dual  monarchy  came  into  being.  The  problem  of  the  status  of  the  kehillas 
made  it  necessary  to  call  a General  Jewish  Congress  of  the  Jews  of 
Hungary  to  clarify  controversial  issues,  and  reduce  the  sharp  points  of 
divergence.  The  question  as  to  which  group  would  administer  the 
kehillas  was  the  major  issue.  One  side  was  prepared  to  make  certain  con- 
cessions to  ensure  full  integration  into  Hungarian  society,  whereas  the 
other  side  saw  no  contradiction  between  uncompromising  devotion  to 
tradition  and  customs  on  the  one  hand,  and  loyalty  to  the  state  as  free 
citizens  on  the  other.  Open  conflict  began  with  the  attempt  to  seize  con- 
trol of  the  education  fund.  The  Congress  was  preceded  by  an  assembly  of 
Jewish  delegates  from  the  kehilla,  called  under  the  auspices  of  Baron 
Joseph  Eotvos,  Minister  of  Education  and  Religion,  for  the  purpose  of 
airing  opinions  on  the  organization  and  structure  of  the  kehillas  as 
autonomous  bodies,  including  their  schools.  Abraham  (Albert)  Friedlieber 
represented  Zemplen  in  this  assembly.In  an  attempt  to  avoid  discussion  of 
religious  matters,  rabbis  were  not  invited,  but  the  differences  of  opinion 
were  so  intense  that  it  was  impossible  to  tone  them  down  even  without 
the  rabbis.  The  assembly  set  up  regulations  to  govern  the  elections  for 
the  Congress  and  decided  in  favor  of  setting  up  a unified  central 
organization  for  Hungarian  Jewry.  Policies  for  elementary  education  in 
the  kehillas  and  the  establishment  of  a seminary  for  rabbis  and  teachers 
were  also  discussed.  The  Orthodox  objected  to  one  central  organization 
and  demanded  autonomy  for  each  kehilla. 

The  regulations  governing  election  of  delegates  to  the  Congress  were 
drawn  up  by  the  lawyer  and  journalist,  Morris  Mezei,  a native  of  Ujhely 
(1835)  and  a descendant  of  the  teacher  and  translator,  “Professor  Mord- 
che”.  Mezei  left  the  city  at  an  early  age,  and  completed  his  secondary 
education  in  Pest.  He  was  associated  with  Jewish  public  life,  was  one  of 
the  initiators  of  the  Jewish  Congress,  and  was  later  elected  a member  of 
the  Hungarian  Parliament,  serving  two  terms.  He  was  also  noted  for  his 
proficiency  in  commercial  law.  47 

After  an  extremely  stormy  election,  the  Congress  took  place  on  De- 
cember 14,  1868.  At  the  insistence  of  the  Orthodox,  and  contrary  to  the 
original  plans,  rabbis  were  also  elected  as  delegates.  The  Ujhely  region 
was  represented  by  two  delegates.  Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew  and  Abraham 
Friedlieber.  The  original  program  for  the  Congress,  as  proposed  by  the 
preliminary  assembly,  was  not  acceptable  to  the  rabbi  of  Ujhely,  and  he 
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state  within  the  state,  and  of  late  they  had  practically  taken  over  the 
whole  kehilla.  The  quarrels  of  their  various  sects  among  themselves 
disturbed  community  unity,  and  sowed  contention  and  strife.  By  adop- 
tion of  these  decisions  it  was  hoped  to  avert  the  departure  of  their  faithful 
spiritual  leader. 

The  leaders  of  the  kehilla  were  proud  of  their  intellectual  rabbi  who 
displayed  proficiency  in  two  worlds  of  thought.  He  used  to  explain 
Talmudic  problems  in  scientific  manner,  including  the  natural  sciences. 
To  be  sure  this  method  of  teaching  was  considered  un- Jewish  and  was 
viewed  with  abhorrence  by  some  people. 

The  schism  between  the  Hasidim  and  the  Ujhely  kehilla  gradually 
became  a reality  and  a gathering  of  community  leaders  ratified  the 
existence  of  separate  synagogues.  The  kehilla  in  Homonna  shared  the 
agony  of  Ujhely  and  gave  expression  to  its  feelings  and  its  understanding, 
while  voicing  support  for  the  kehilla  in  the  struggle.  The  threatened 
resignation  of  Rabbi  Jeremiah  and  the  efforts  to  prevent  it  were  the  talk 
of  the  day  in  the  city. 

Many  of  the  Hasidim  were  honestly  and  sincerely  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  their  ways,  but  there  were  also  irresponsible  persons  who  did 
not  hesitate  to  pour  oil  on  the  fire  even  after  it  was  in  full  blaze.  The 
correspondent  of  Ben  Chananjah  narrated  the  following  incident.  “A 
Hasid  came  to  the  rabbi’s  home  and  greeted  him.  T have  heard,  and  I 
know,  that  you  persecute  the  holy  Hasidim,’  he  said,  ‘and  I have  decided 
to  dispute  the  matter  with  you.  But  first  of  all,  let  me  hear  something 
new  from  the  Torah.  You  should  know,  however,  that  I am  a complete 
Hasid  and  a scholar.’ 

“The  elderly  rabbi  found  it  proper  to  repulse  the  provocative  Hasid, 
and  replied:  ‘I  see  quite  clearly  that  you  are  a Hasid,  since  your  very  ap- 
pearance gives  you  away.  I am  unable  to  say  whether  you  have  the 
capacity  to  study,  and  I do  not  intend  to  find  out.  It  is  quite  clear  that  you 
are  jmpudent.  Leave  my  home,  and  never  cross  my  threshhold  again.“ 

Rabbi  Jeremiah  agreed  to  remain  on  condition  that  the  new  synagogue 
building  be  put  up  within  three  years,  and  the  separate  kehilla  of  the 
Hasidim  should  be  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  central  kehilla.  The 
leaders  accepted  these  terms,  especially  since  the  Kestenbaum  fund  made 
resources  available  to  them  for  construction.  The  Hasidim  refused  to 
be  subordinated,  and  demanded  complete  autonomy.  Controversies  con- 
tinued to  plague  the  kehilla.  Defamatory  letters  filled  with  mutual  ac- 
cusations were  sent  far  and  wide,  and  vindictive  legal  suits  were  filed. 

In  June,  1866,  the  lot  on  which  the  synagogue  was  to  be  built  was  pur- 
chased, but  the  Hasidim  demanded  that  the  worship  there  be  conducted 
according  to  the  Sepharadi  ritual,  as  at  the  synagogue  in  Tokaj,  where' 
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Hungarian  Orthodoxy  during  this  period  of  liberal  change.  Although  the 
meeting  represented  upper  Hungary  only,  its  unequivocal  decisions, 

couched  in  the  form  of  a verdict  by  a rabbinical  court,  transcended 
limited  boundaries.  That  judgment  shaped  and  defined  the  forms  of 
Zemplen  Orthodoxy,  including  that  of  Ujhely. 

Its  major  features  were:  Exclusive  use  of  Yiddish  in  sermons;  the  bima 
(reading  stand)  for  reading  of  the  Torah  must  be  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  otherwise  it  was  forbidden  to  pray  there;  construction  of  a steeple 
over  the  synagogue  building  was  forbidden;  the  rabbi  and  cantor  must 
not  wear  ceremonial  dress  (orndtus);  the  women’s  section  must  be  en- 
closed by  a grille;  it  was  forbidden  to  pray  with  a choir,  to  answer 
“amen”  after  such  prayers,  or  even  to  enter  a synagogue  where  a choir 
sang.  Finally,  it  was  forbidden  to  change  accepted  customs.  Seventy-one 
rabbis,  equal  in  number  to  the  members  of  the  Sanhedrin  (Supreme 
Council  in  the  days  of  the  Second  Temple)  signed  the  document,  thus 
giving  it  maximum  authority,  and  the  judgment  was  sent  to  every  kehilla 
in  Hungary.  Some  communities  gave  it  scant  attention,  but  it  did  non- 
tribute to  a widening  of  the  rift.  In  addition  to  general  principles,  the  con- 
ference also  discussed  contemporary  problems,  such  as  the  rabbinical 
seminary,  and  the  status  of  the  Pressburg  Yeshiva.  The  struggle  against 
the  liberal  Jews  by  no  means  toned  down  the  conflicts  between  the  Or- 
thodox and  the  Hasidim. 

The  rabbinical  conference  in  Nagymihaly  had  an  additional  function, 
no  less  important  — to  delay  and  perhaps  even  to  prevent  implemen- 
tation of  the  imminent  emancipation.  As  a result,  even  Rabbi  Jeremiah 
changed  his  vacillating  attitude.  He  faced  the  issue  forthrightly,  and  in  a 
call  directed  to  many  rabbis  he  asked  for  the  barring  of  the  Szikszo  rabbi 
from  all  conferences  and  gatherings  dealing  with  equal  rights  for  the 
Jews. 

The  sixties  were  a decade  of  internal  divisions,  both  nationally  and  on 
the  local  kehilla  level.  The  domestic  friction  in  the  religious  circles 
hastened  the  split  between  the  Orthodox  and  the  Hasidim.  The  latter  had 
already  selected  a group  of  their  own  leaders,  as  if  a first  step  toward 
establishment  of  a separate  kehilla.  Rabbi  Jeremiah,  who  turned  out  to  be 
the  tragic  figure  in  this  complicated  turmoil,  decided  to  leave  his  post  in 
Ujhely  and  despite  his  advanced  age,  transfer  to  another  community. 
The  entire  non-Hasidic  public  was  thunderstruck  by  his  intention  to 
resign.  A public  mass  meeting  was  called,  and  in  order  to  placate  the 
rabbi,  it  was  decided  to  build  a new  synagogue  instead  of  that  which  had 
been  in  existence  for  about  a hundred  years.  The  meeting  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  many  minyanim,  in  various  places,  contributed  to  the  in- 
ternal disagreements.  It  was  felt  that  the  Hasidim  constituted  a sort  of 
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host,  Rabbi  Jeremiah.  Rabbi  HiUel  Lichtenstein,  of  Sziksz6,  was  the  most 
vigorous  opponent  of  the  pr<^x)sed  seminary,  and  served  as  principal 
spokesman  of  the  conference.  The  rabbis  spent  long  days  and  nights 
discussing  the  issue,  dealing  with  matters  of  education  in  general,  and  the 
seminary  in  particular.  Without  doubt  this  conference  in  Ujhely  marked 
the  beginning  of  Orthodoxy’s  battle  against  the  Reform  movement.  At  the 
urging  of  Rabbi  Hillel,  six  rabbis  went  to  Vienna,  where  they  were 
received  by  the  emperor.  Despite  his  desire  to  avoid  extremism.  Rabbi 
Jeremiah  joined  the  group.  As  a token  of  his  respect  for  the  delegation, 
the  emperor  permitted  them  to  wear  head  covering  during  the  meeting 
with  him. 

Education  played  a supreme  role  in  Jewish  life,  and  the  Progressives 
were  amazed  at  the  achievements  of  the  Orthodox,  and  the  drawing 
power  of  their  methods.  The  Ujhely  correspondent  of  Ben  Chananjah  lost 
his  temper  when  he  commented  that  the  teacher  was  creating  anarchy  in 
the  heder:  he  was  a “crazy  Hasid’’  who  immersed  himself  in  the  mikveh 
(ritual  bath)  five  times  before  the  mid-day  prayer  on  Rosh  Hashana.  The 
modern  Jew  was  also  distressed  that  the  teacher  wielded  a cane,  which 
was  not  considered  a proper  educational  method,  yet  the  heder  system 
continued  to  attract  children  who  diligently  studied  Torah  and  Rashi. 
What  could  be  done?  The  Hasidim  and  the  semi-Hasidim  simply  did  not 
want  to  study  mathematics.^^  The  writer  probably  repressed  memories  of 
his  own  childhood  education,  when  he  mastered  the  Torah  and  Jewish 
tradition,  and  not  in  “five  lessons  a week.’’ 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  letter  sent  by  Moses  Mon- 
tefiore  to  the  Ujhely  kehilla  in  1864.  The  reply  was  written  in  Hebrew 
and  English. 

Rabbi  Hillel,  of  Szikszo  paid  his  second  visit  to  Ujhely  in  1865  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum.  During  this  mass 
pilgrimage,  which  greatly  distressed  the  local  rabbi.  Rabbi  Hillel  was  the 
central  personality  and  the  chief  speaker.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  throng 
reached  its  climax  during  the  third  feast  of  the  Sabbath,  when  expiation 
for  their  sins  was  promised  to  all  who  partook  of  the  leftovers.  One  of  the 
local  Hasidim,  who  had  distinguished  himself  for  his  activities  against  the 
“Ashkenazim”  (the  Orthodox)  was  given  special  honor  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  shamash  (caretaker)  of  the  rabbi’s  home.  Rabbi  Hillel  was 
considered  the  most  daring  of  the  opponents  of  Progressivism. 

The  process  which  was  begun  in  Ujhely  in  March,  1864,  intensified, 
and  within  ten  days  a hundred  rabbis  assembled  in  Nyiregyhaza  and 
signed  a petition  to  the  emperor  asking  him  to  prevent  the  establishment 
of  the  rabbinical  seminary.  A further  gathering  of  rabbis  in  November, 

1 865,  in  Nagymihaly,  in  the  north  of  Zemplen,  set  down  the  principles  of 
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principles.  The  latter  wanted  a choir  in  the  synagogue,  and  sermons 
delivered  in  Hungarian.  There  was  also  dispute  as  to  whether  the  taxes  to 
the  kehilla  should  be  by  fixed  annual  payment,  or  by  fees  (gabella- 
knipka)  to  be  levied  on  the  members  of  the  kehilla  in  accordance  with 
services  rendered,  such  as  performance  of  marriages,  burial,  ritual 
slaughter,  etc.  For  some  reason,  the  Orthodox  favored  the  payment  of 
fixed  taxes,  unconnected  with  services,  whereas  the  progressives  favored 
the  krupka  method.  (To  the  best  of  my  memory,  this  term  was  no  longer 
used  in  our  time.)  This  difference  of  opinion  was  even  discussed  at  one  of 
the  county  committees  at  which  a doctor,  among  others,  representative  of 
the  progressives,  maintained  that  the  krupka  was  an  inseparable  part  of 
the  laws  of  Moses.  A representative  of  the  Orthodox  point  of  view 
responded  with  some  heat:  “How  can  this  krupka-docior  maintain  such  a 
thing  — why,  he  never  had  in  his  house  even  one  pound  of  meat  on 
which  the  krupka  was  paid.”^^ 

Since  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  who  in  the  kehilla  belonged  to  one 
camp  or  the  other,  even  the  rabbi  was  subject  to  suspicion  by  both  sides. 
The  differences  between  the  Orhtodox  and  the  Hasidim  were  sometimes 
blurred.  One  of  the  heads  of  the  kehilla,  who  handled  the  community’s 
finances  and  was  known  as  “half  a Hasid”,  even  tried  to  dismantle  the 
Kestenbaum  school.  Since  he  paid  the  teachers’  salaries,  he  was  indeed  in 
a position  to  do  considerable  harm.  Supporters  of  the  school  in  Pest 
hastened  to  provide  both  material  and  moral  assistance,  and  saved  the 
situation.  The  rabbi’s  status  became  more  and  more  uncomfortable. 
His  positive  attitude  to  the  school  found  expression  in  his  agreeing  to 
teach  the  Hebrew  subjects  in  five  weekly  lessons.  This  made  it  easier  for 
the  Hasidim  to  attack  him.  As  might  be  expected,  the  pupils  at  the  school 
could  not  maintain  the  same  level  as  those  studying  at  the  traditional 
heder,  where  the  number  of  hours  devoted  to  the  holy  studies  was  almost 
unlimited.  Instruction  there  took  place  all  week  long,  from  early  morning 
until  night,  and  in  these  subjects  alone.  37 

Rabbi  Jeremiah  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  a stand  bet- 
ween the  three  major  movements.  Matters  were  made  even  more  com- 
plicated when  a Jewish  problem  arose  in  1864,  extending  even  beyond 
the  immediate  contentiousness.  This  was  the  acceleration  by  the  imperial 
Vice-regal  Council  of  the  steps  being  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a rab- 
binical seminary.  The  rabbi  was  required  to  take  a clear  stand,  despite  his 
desire  to  steer  clear  of  tensions.  The  seminary  was  to  be  financed,  it  will 
be  recalled,  from  the  fine  imposed  on  the  Jews  because  of  their  par- 
ticipation in  the  revolution  of  1 848-49.  The  first  reaction  of  the  Orthodox 
began  at  a secret  conference  held  in  Ujhely  on  March  4,  1864.  The  five 
participants  were  the  rabbis  of  Huszt,  Szt.  Peter,  Szolos,  Szikszo.  and  the 
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whom  he  never  castigated,  saw  in  him  a “miracle  worker”  who  prac- 
ticed hocus  pocus  and  deceived  the  common  people.  The  kehilla  leader- 
ship, headed  by  Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew,  who  was  known  as  a sworn  Mit- 
naged,  were  not  happy  with  him.  The  spirit  of  the  times,  with  equal 
rights  not  yet  achieved,  served  to  divide  and  split  the  community,  as  each 
group  dug  in  stubbornly  and  displayed  animosity  to  the  other.  Each 
group  had  its  individuals  who  set  the  tone  for  the  endless  bickering;  those 
in  the  Hasidic  camp  were  termed  “spiteniks”  by  the  writer  for  Ben 
Chananjah.  In  his  opinion  they  were  arousing  enmities  and  unfounded 
hatreds  in  school  affairs.  The  story  was  told  of  one  Jew  who  worshipped 
at  the  Bet  Midrash,  that  is,  he  was  not  a Hasid,  who  sent  his  son  daily  to 
the  sch(X)l,  in  addition  to  his  studies  at  the  Talmud  Torah,  to  learn  Ger- 
man as  required  by  the  law  of  compulsory  education.  One  day,  shortly 
before  Passover,  the  father  took  the  Haggadah  in  his  hands,  and  asked  the 
boy  a few  questions.  The  lad  answered  and  quoted  several  appropriate 
sentences  from  the  Haggadah,  in  German,  but  speaking  them  correctly. 
The  father  was  infuriated.  “The  child  is  murdering  our  language  (Yid- 
dish)”, he  stormed.  The  incident  illustrated  how  great  was  the  lack  of  un- 
derstanding for  the  importance  of  general  education,  or  the  knowledge  of 
a language. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Jews  in  Zemplen,  Hasidism  gained 
in  strength.  In  1860  Ujhely  had  4955  Jews,  of  whom  40  families  were 
Hasidim.  The  Tokaj  kehilla  numbered  4008  Jews,  most  of  them  Hasidim, 
and  the  prayers  in  the  central  synagogue  were  therefore  conducted  accor- 
ding to  the  Sepharadi  ritual.  The  Hasidim  were  also  the  majority  in 
Liszka,  the  home  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch.  The  situation  was  different  in  the 
northern  communities  of  the  county,  like  Homonna,  where  there  were 
2505  Jews  and  Nagymihaly,  2718.  The  total  Jewish  population  of  the 
county  in  I860  was  25,538. 

The  following  incident  was  characteristic  of  a place  like  Tokaj,  where 
the  Hasidim  were  in  the  majority.  A learned  Hasid  in  that  town  chanced 
to  discover  that  the  silk  buttons  on  his  kapota  (gabardine)  were  shaatnez 
(mixed  wool  and  linen  threads,  contrary  to  Biblical  injunction).  The  sect 
was  thrown  into  panic,  and  preparations  were  at  once  made  for  construc- 
tion of  a factory  to  produce  bone  buttons,  since  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  meet  the  sudden  large  demand.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
delegation  from  the  kehilla  in  Ujhely  paid  a formal  visit  to  the  college  in 
Sarospatak  on  the  occasion  of  its  300th  anniversary.  A return  visit 
quickly  followed  from  the  college  there  to  the  Kestenbaum  school  which 
had  been  in  existence  more  than  two  decades.  34 

The  kehilla  in  Ujhely  was  already  showing  clear  signs  of  an  internal 
split.  On  one  side  were  the  Orthodox,  who  feared  the  spread  of  progressive 
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time  with  some  of  the  parents  who  preferred  the  old-fashioned  heder  and 
continued  to  send  their  children  there,  rather  than  to  a well  organized 
educational  institution.  The  community  leadership  discussed  the  matter 
frequently.  The  religious  studies  were  expanded,  and  they  even  con- 
sidered adjusting  the  vacation  schedule  to  conform  with  that  which  was 
customary  in  traditional  education,  that  is,  in  the  holiday  months  of 
Tishri  and  Nissan.  In  any  event,  the  official  supervisory  authorities  were 
satisfied  with  the  operations  of  the  school.  As  luck  would  have  it,  a fire 
broke  out  in  the  building  in  1868,  and  it  was  almost  completely 
destroyed.  In  the  deliberations  that  followed,  it  was  proposed  that  the 
religious  courses  not  be  made  compulsory,  and  thereby  appeal  to  those 
parents  who  sent  their  children  to  the  heder  for  their  religious  education. 
When  the  school  reopened,  instructions  were  received  to  discontinue  the 
whole  new  program,  and  to  conduct  it  as  an  elementary  school  for  the 
kehilla,  as  designated  in  the  Kestenbaum  will.  29 

Elementary  schools  were  established  in  other  communities  in 
Zemplen,  as  at  Homonna,  in  the  north,  where  the  principal  was  Dr. 
Samuel  Ungar,  who  was  well  qualified  in  religious  studies  and  trained  in 
pedagogy  as  well.  The  school  in  Tokaj  was  directed  by  Wilhelm  Weiss. 
Both  began  operations  in  1856.  Despite  the  growth  of  the  liberal  spirit, 
and  the  effort  of  the  Jews  to  integrate  into  the  life  and  culture  of  the  host 
country  — or  perhaps  precisely  because  of  that  fact  — a blood  libel 
against  the  Jews  was  spread  in  Homonna  in  1 859,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
vigorous  action  taken  by  the  county  authorities,  the  results  could  have 
been  catastrophic. 

The  sixties  and  the  seventies  were  a period  of  revival  for  Hasidism  af- 
ter the  setback  which  followed  the  death  of  Rabbi  Teitelbaum.  This 
revival  was  to  an  extent  due  to  the  activity  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Fried- 
man, head  of  the  rabbinical  court  in  Liszka.  He  was  the  first  native  son 
Zaddik  in  Zemplen,  born  in  Ujhely  in  1798.  He  was  orphaned  at  the  age 
of  eight.  He  studied  under  Rabbi  Teitelbaum,  and  then  spent  time  at  the 
courts  of  Zaddikim  and  rabbis  in  Poland  and  Hungary,  imbibing  of  their 
wisdom.  Hasidim  from  all  parts  of  the  country  turned  to  him  im- 
mediately after  he  had  received  his  rabbinical  title.  He  was  a staunch  ad- 
vocate for  his  people,  worshipped  God  with  utter  devotion,  judged  men 
leniently,  and  feared  the  Almighty.  He  published  two  works,  one  on 
Biblical  exegesis,  and  the  other,  sermons  and  eulogies.  His  name  was 
mentioned  frequently  in  the  responsa  of  leading  rabbis  of  the  time.  He 
sought  to  be  tolerant  and  understanding  at  all  times.  His  followers  com- 
pared him  to  the  Prophet  Samuel  and  to  the  High  Priest,  Aaron.  He  died 
in  1874.  32 

Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  was  an  object  of  controversy.  The  “progressives”. 
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education  and  the  establishment  of  a network  of  schools.  The  proposals 
were  listed  as  a rabbinical  seminary,  and  four  teachers’  institutes  with 
model  elementary  schools  attached;  the  remainder  of  the  income  from  the 
fund  was  earmarked  for  the  welfare  of  poor  children,  the  blind  and  deaf- 
mutes. 

First  steps  for  implementation  of  the  goals  on  the  local  scene  were 
taken  during  the  visit  of  the  royal  couple  to  Zemplen  in  1861.  They  came 
from  Italy,  and  the  entire  southern  part  of  the  county  prepared  feverishly 
to  welcome  them.  Chroniclers  of  the  time  made  particular  mention  of  the 
“victory  arch“  which  the  Jews  of  Hegyalja  erected.  It  was  prominently 
conspicuous  from  afar,  and  was  elaborately  decorated  in  eastern  style. 

When  the  royal  party  reached  the  Zemplen  border  at  Tarcal  on  May  29, 
Julius  Weinberger  presented  a petition  which  he  had  composed  and  writ- 
ten out  in  German,  listing  a whole  set  of  reasons  for  establishment  of  a 
model  schcx)l  in  Ujhely.  He  maintained  that  Ujhely  was  the  closest  city 
to  the  northeastern  counties  which  had  a thick  Jewish  population. 
Zemplen  itself  had  a Jewish  population  of  25,000,  which  was  one  third 
of  all  the  Jews  in  the  administrative  region  of  Kassa.  Ujhely  already  had 
a Jewish  schcx)!,  founded  in  1838,  and  it  had  assured  financial  support 
forever.  The  town’s  Jewish  community  was  known  throughout  the 
county  for  its  devout  religiosity  and  adherence  to  tradition.  Pupils  of  the 
teachers’  institute  would  be  able  to  obtain  food  and  lodging  among  the 
Jews  of  the  city.  Finally,  the  city  would  provide  a suitable  atmosphere  for 
adolescent  youth,  and  would  protect  them  from  sinful  allures  more  than 
a big  city.  The  petition,  signed  by  the  leaders  of  the  kehilla,  went  beyond 
the  request  for  the  school  and  dealt  also  with  general  problems  of  the 
Jews  of  Hungary  in  general  and  of  Zemplen  in  particular.  It  noted  that 
the  Jews  of  the  county  were  closely  associated  with  agriculture  and 
viniculture,  from  the  tilling  of  the  soil  for  the  grape  vines  through  to  the 
wine  production  and  the  merchandising  which  followed.  Yet  many  of 
them  did  not  possess  the  right  of  permanent  residence.  The  petition  con- 
cluded, in  summary,  with  a general  appeal  for  equality  for  all  citizens 
before  the  law. 

The  request  for  a model  school  was  granted.  About  two  years  later 
word  came  that  the  imperial  Vice-reagal  Council  had  approved  the 
establishment  of  such  a school  in  Ujhely.  Nothing  further  was  heard 
about  the  request  for  a teachers’  institute.  ^6 

Israel  Singer,  who  was  a teacher  at  the  new  model  school,  remained  in 
Ujhely  and  was  active  there  for  fifty  years.  He  had  a broad  education  and 
had  studied  at  Brno  University  (Moravia)  where,  among  other  subjects  he 
had  learned  p)edagogy.  Besides  his  teaching,  he  published  twenty  books 
on  pedagogy  and  numerous  articles.  27  The  model  school  had  a difficult 
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inaugurated  celebration  of  the  May  festival  (majdlis)  close  to  nature  — 
this  in  addition  to  Lag  B’Omer,  or  did  it  make  any  difference?  Another 
revolutionary  innovation  was  instruction  in  Latin,  taught  by  the  prin- 
cipal, Michael  Heilprin,  in  the  third  class  of  the  secondary  school.  There 
was  still  another  matter  which  suggested  a synthesis  of  approaches, 
together  with  a most  unusual  spirit  of  tolerance.  The  teacher  of  nature 
subjects,  Daniel  Eordogh,  left  his  position,  and  was  succeeded  by  Ben- 
jamin Dul,  a Catholic  by  faith.  He  worked  together  with  the  Jewish 
teachers,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisor,  who  was  the  rabbi  of 
Ujhely. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  school  zealously  guarded  the  in- 
stitution s independence  in  the  face  of  government  pressure,  and  as  an  ex- 
pression of  anti-Hapsburg  sentiment  refused  to  give  up  the  teaching  of 
Hungarian  history  in  the  Hungarian  tongue.  Out  of  a certain  spirit  of 
solidarity  the  school  did  nothing  to  affect  adversely  the  illegal  schools,  the 
hederim  (zugiskola). 

Succeeding  teachers  who  came  to  Ujhely  were  for  the  most  part  men 
of  letters,  like  Abraham  Schreier,  who  published  Hebrew  verse  in  various 
periodicals,  and  Adolph  Peisner,  whose  illustrations  drawn  from  Jewish 
folklore  adorned  Jewish  newspapers.  Peisner  later  went  to  Galszecs 
where  a Jewish  school  was  set  up  in  1856.  24 

Austrian  absolutism  began  to  weaken  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixties, 
and  Jewish  hopes  for  the  granting  of  equal  rights  rose  with  the  meeting 
of  the  National  Assembly  in  1861.  There  was  a reawakening  of  life  and 
activity  in  the  county  and  in  Ujhely.  Jews  already  participated  in  the 
elections,  enjoying  both  active  and  passive  rights.  Jews  were  elected  to 
the  city  council,  and  sixteen  of  them  were  named  by  the  county  as  mem- 
bers of  various  committees,  all  in  the  spirit  of  the  emancipation  of  1849, 
which  had  not  at  the  time  been  implemented.  Jewish  physicians,  like  Dr. 
Schoen,  Dr.  Schwartz,  Dr.  Ungar  and  Dr.  Thoman  were  appointed  to 
various  positions,  and  their  fame  spread.  The  winds  of  liberalism  blew 
freely,  as  exemplified  in  the  following  instance.  Elections  were  held  in 
Ujhely  in  1861  for  the  senior  officials  of  the  county.  One  of  the  can- 
didates who  bore  a Jewish-sounding  name,  was  warmly  received. 
However,  when  he  asked  for  a vote,  and  an  inquiry  was  requested,  there 
was  bitter  disappointment.  It  turned  out  that  he  was  not  a Jew,  and  his 
candidacy  was  therefore  dropped.  25  Unfortunately,  the  correspondent 
for  the  periodical,  Ben  Chananjah,  did  not  report  the  name  of  this  victim 
of  Zemplen  philo-Semitism.  He  was  apparently  a man  of  German 
descent,  and  hence  the  error  with  regard  to  the  sound  of  his  name. 

Six  years  elapsed  before  precise  objectives  were  defined  for  the  million- 
florin  fund  which  had  been  set  up  for  the  advancement  of  Jewish 
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fact  that  the  Malbim  was  invited  to  come  to  Ujhely,  and  that  he  at  first 

accepted,  indicate  the  trends  in  the  community  with  regard  to  those 
issues  which  were  paramount  in  Jewish  life  in  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. Under  pressure  of  his  community  in  Kempen,  the  Malbim  turned 
down  the  invitation,  but  sent  a letter  of  apology  for  having  accepted  in 
the  first  instance.  Rabbi  Loew,  who  came  from  Verbo,  was  known  as  the 
author  of  a book  on  Maimonides,  and  was  mentioned  frequently  in 
responsa  of  great  sages  such  as  the  Hatam  Sofer.  He  was  a confirmed  op- 
ponent of  Hasidism,  and  advocated  a policy  of  moderation.  Evidence  of 
this  was  shown  at  the  reception  in  his  honor  in  the  courtyard  of  the 
Kestenbaum  school,  when  the  rabbi  passed  between  rows  of  the  pupils 
both  of  that  school  and  of  the  Talmud  Torah,  who  stood  together  and 
shouted  their  greetings  of  welcome.  From  there  he  went  on  to  assume  his 
new  post  at  the  synagogue.  21 

The  certificate  of  appointment  was  a literary  work  of  art,  produced  by 
Abraham  Friedlieber,  and  listed  the  obligations  and  responsibilities  of 
both  the  rabbi  and  the  kehilla.  The  introduction  indicated  great  expec- 
tations: “He  is  the  venerable  one  whom  we  have  chosen  to  be  our  rab- 
binical authority.  We  have  placed  our  flock  under  his  direction,  and  he 
will  lead  us  in  the  pillar  of  fire  of  the  faith  of  our  Torah.  He  will  inculcate 
in  our  hearts  justice,  law  and  the  paths  of  righteousness...”  His  duties  in- 
cluded delivering  sermons  on  fixed  holidays,  keeping  record  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  and  supervising  the  Kestenbaum  school.  His  salary 
and  terms  of  payment  were  set  forth,  and  he  was  afforded  the  possibility 
of  assistance  from  rabbinical  judges  in  adjudication.  One  of  his  important 
tasks  was  to  share  his  knowledge  of  the  Talmud  with  the  young. 

The  rabbi  did  indeed  set  up  a yeshiva  which  eventually  reached  the 
level  of  a preparatory  school  for  the  Pressburg  yeshiva.  There  were 
thirty-one  yeshivas  of  this  type  in  Hungary,  whose  students  were 
exempt  from  military  service.  In  addition  to  the  one  in  Ujhely  there  were 
three  others  in  Zemplen:  in  Taliya,  under  the  direction  of  Rabbi  P.  Ten- 
nenbaum;  in  Sarospatak,  headed  by  Rabbi  Isaiah  Beyern;  and  in  Tolcsva, 
directed  by  Rabbi  Abraham  Isaac  Glueck.  In  this  way  the  rabbis 
promoted  opposition  to  Hasidism  among  the  Jews  of  Zemplen,  together 
with  enlightenment  and  a moderate  modernization  which  were  still 
deeply  rooted  in  the  traditions  of  the  forefathers. 

Rabbi  Loew  played  a role  in  supervising  the  Kestenbaum  school,  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  will  and  the  wishes  of  the  community. 
However,  the  institution  was  faced  with  the  problem  of  how  to  increase 
the  enrollment,  since  many  parents  still  preferred  the  old  traditional  heder 
for  the  education  of  their  children.  The  school  also  began  to  introduce 
some  of  the  state  practices.  Thus  in  1854  the  teachers  and  pupils 
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culated  in  the  thousands  of  copies.  He  enlisted  in  the  National  Guard  and 
thereafter  became  secretary  of  the  literary  bureau  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior.  When  the  national  assembly  moved  to  Szeged  he  moved  with 
them,  and  was  a frequent  speaker  at  public  rallies.  After  the  collapse  of 
the  revolution  he  fled  to  Paris,  but  returned  to  Miskolc  in  1850.  Kossuth 
said  of  him:  '‘Aside  from  me,  the  best  Hungarian  of  all  is  Heilprin."  He 
remained  in  Miskolc  only  a short  while  when  he  answered  the  adver- 
tisement and  was  in  1 853  chosen  to  administer  the  Kestenbaum  school  in 
Ujhely. 

In  order  to  conform  to  the  requirements  he  had  to  study  and  pass 
examinations  and  acquire  a teaching  certificate,  which  he  did  without  dif- 
ficulty. He  treated  his  colleagues  with  great  respect,  and  was  held  in 
esteem  by  his  pupils.  He  held  a pedagogical  council  meeting  at  his  home 
weekly,  at  which  lesson  plans  were  drawn  up  for  teachers  of  every  sub- 
ject for  the  ensuing  week.  Jewish  intellectuals  also  gathered  at  his  home 
for  a weekly  gathering  which  he  addressed.  Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew  was 
among  his  admirers.  Unfortunately,  things  did  not  turn  out  well  between 
him  and  the  leadership  of  the  kehilla.  Perhaps  he  was  simply  too  eminent 
for  a small  town,  and  in  1856,  after  two  years,  he  left  Ujhely,  emigrating 
to  the  United  States.  The  twenty-three  years  he  spent  there  constituted 
the  height  of  his  career.  He  earned  his  livelihood  from  literary  and  Jour- 
nalistic activity  and  from  his  extensive  contributions  to  Appleton's  New 
American  Cyclopaedia,  of  which  he  later  became  associate  editor.  His 
classic  work  was  The  Historical  Poetry  of  the  Ancient  Hebrews  (1879- 
1880).  Despite  his  activity,  he  had  time  to  provide  humanitarian  assistan- 
ce to  Jewish  refugees  from  Russia  arriving  in  the  U.S.  and  to  the  co- 
lony of  Hungarian  exiles.  His  two  sons,  Angelo,  born  in  UJ-hely,  and 
Louis,  born  in  Miskolc,  had  distinguished  careers  in  academic-scientific 
fields. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  Michael,  like  his  father,  did  not  attend 
synagogue  frequently.  He  indicated  his  respect  for  the  rabbi  by  coming  to 
hear  his  lectures  occasionally.  He  did  observe  khshrut,  and  during  his 
stay  in  Paris  became  a vegetarian,  so  as  not  to  violate  the  dietary  laws. 

Thus  the  Ujhely  community  was  enriched  by  the  presence  of  a new 
type  of  intellectual  who  had  not  previously  been  known  there.  The 
opening  of  the  school  in  1852  took  place  at  about  the  same  time  that 
Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew  assumed  the  spiritual  leadership  of  the  kehilla,  af- 
ter that  post  had  been  vacant  for  five  years.  During  their  search  for  a 
rabbi,  the  community  leaders  had  approached  the  Malbim  (Rabbi  Meir 
Leibush  ben  Jehiel  Michael  Weiser),  a well  known  preacher  and  Biblical 
exegetist,  revered  to  this  day.  Aside  from  his  literary  prolificacy,  he  was  a 
staunch  opponent  of  both  Hasidism  and  reforms  in  Judaism.  The  very 
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The  latter  was  actually  accepted,  but  his  superiors  refused  to  permit  a 
member  of  a monastic  order  to  teach  in  this  school. 

The  school  was  organized  as  follows:  the  lower  elementary  grades 
comprised  both  boys  and  girls;  in  the  upper  elementary  classes  the  sexes 
were  separated.  The  academic  high  school  classes  were  also  separated. 
Pupils  who  knew  how  to  read  and  write  in  Hungarian,  German  and 
Hebrew,  and  were  satisfactory  in  mathematics,  could  be  promoted  from 
the  first  elementary  class  to  the  upper,  where  studies  were  continued  for 
two  years.  It  was  possible  to  complete  the  elementary  classes  in  one  year 
each,  but  the  advanced  academic  class  lasted  two  years  without  excep- 
tion. 

The  most  outstanding  of  all  the  intellectual  personalities  who  were 
brought  to  Ujhely  and  helped  to  mold  the  character  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity there  was  undoubtedly  Michael  Heilprin.  He  was  born  in  Poland 
in  1 823,  son  of  a merchant  who  regarded  his  business  only  as  a means  to 
enable  him  to  devote  his  life  to  the  study  of  Hebrew  literature,  Bible  and 
Talmud,  Maimonides  and  modern  and  medieval  philosophy.  Outstanding 
among  his  children  was  Michael,  a prodigy  who  never  went  to  school, 
but  studied  at  the  feet  of  his  father.  Michael  was  a brilliant  pupil,  ex- 
celling particularly  in  Hebrew  literature,  philosophy  and  languages.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  he  was  already  writing  poetry  in  Hebrew,  Polish  and 
German.  Later  he  studied  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  English.  He  was 
familiar  with  such  classical  poets  as  Homer,  Vergil  and  Horace.  He  con- 
tinued to  study  and  learned  the  Rumanian,  Italian,  Spanish,  Hungarian, 
Portuguese,  Arabic,  Syrian  and  Persian  languages. 

The  family  moved  to  Hungary  in  1842,  settling  at  first  in  Eperjes  and 
then  moving  in  1846  to  Miskolc  where  Heilprin  opened  a book  store.  Af- 
ter only  four  years  in  the  country  he  was  already  at  home  in  Hungarian 
literature  and  published  a poem  (Zsido  Kdrdal),  which  gave  expression  to 
the  depressed  political  status  of  the  Jews.  His  store  became  a gathering 
place  for  liberals  in  the  city.  His  poems  in  Hungarian  appeared  one  after 
the  other,  some  of  them  anonymously.  It  was  not  the  literary  value  of  the 
verse  which  was  noteworthy,  but  the  fact  that  their  author,  a Polish  Jew, 
had  assimilated  so  rapidly  as  to  become  a Hungarian  poet.  He  was  deeply 
affected  by  the  fate  of  Hungary  under  the  Austrian  heel,  and  by  the 
growing  liberal  spirit.  In  1847  he  translated  a well  known  poem  by 
Vorosmarty  into  Hebrew  and  published  it  in  Vienna.  The  members  of  the 
National  Assembly  became  familiar  with  his  name  when  the  Jewish 
question  was  discussed  in  the  Hungarian  parliament.  Bertalan  Szemere, 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  esteemed  him  highly,  and  held  him  up  as  an 
example  of  rapid  assimilation  to  the  spirit  and  language  of  the  Hungarian 
nation.  Another  patriotic  poem  which  Heilprin  wrote  in  1848  was  cir- 
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Nyitra.  The  fund  was  to  remain  intact,  and  only  its  income  was  to  be 
utilized  according  to  government  decision.  The  size  of  Zemplen’s  share  in 
this  fund  was  indicative  of  the  importance  of  the  county's  kehillas,  in- 
eluding  Ujhely. 

The  Jews  of  Zemplen  numbered  25,529  in  1857,  according  to  statistics 
of  that  year.  A comparison  with  the  previous  census,  conducted  in  1850, 
following  the  suppression  of  the  revolt,  showed  an  increase  of  1337  in 
the  number  of  Jews,  whereas  there  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
adherents  of  other  religions  during  those  seven  years.  For  fear  of  reprisal 
from  the  victors,  many  citizens  went  into  exile,  among  them  Dr.  Albert 

A 

Roth,  of  Ujhely,  who  settled  in  Algiers.  He  bore  his  title  by  virtue  of 
scientific  work  in  the  field  of  medicine,  which  was  published  in  Pest  in 
1841.*^  It  appears  that  Albert  Roth  was  the  first  Jewish  physician  with  a 
degree  in  Ujhely.  Regrettably,  no  further  information  has  been  found 
regarding  his  family  or  his  fate. 

During  the  time  of  struggle  for  national  independence  and  thereafter, 
during  the  Austrian  oppression,  many  development  plans  came  to 
naught.  The  improvement  and  expansion  of  the  Kestenbaum  school  came 
about  only  in  1852  when  it  was  transformed  into  what  would  today  be 
called  a junior  high  school,  open  to  both  girls  and  boys.  Community 
leaders  who  called  for  general  education  included  Dr.  Vilmos  Schoen, 
who  was  also  noted  for  his  diligent  efforts  to  improve  the  plant  stock  in 
his  famous  vineyard  at  Tolcsva,  Abraham  Friedlieber  and  others.  Dr. 
Schoen  was  actively  involved  in  school  affairs  for  many  years. 

As  the  time  approached  for  resumption  of  the  educational  program, 

job  offers  for  first  class  teachers  were  published  in  such  Hungarian  and 

German  newspapers  as  Magyar  Hirlap,  Augsburger  Allgemeine  Zeitung 

and  others.  It  seems  odd  that  a school  in  a small  town  should  have  had 

such  pretensions.  When  the  applications  were  in  and  the  selections  made, 

the  teaching  staff  comprised  a colorful  assortment  of  personalities,  Jewish 

and  non- Jewish.  Emanuel  Goldberg,  a native  of  Tolcsva,  a pedantic  and 

devoted  teacher,  was  well-versed  in  Hebrew  and  in  Talmud.  Joseph 

Stern,  born  in  Mad,  taught  Hebrew  and  Hungarian.  Daniel  Eordogh,  the 

non-Jew  among  them,  and  occasional  journalist  and  poet,  loved  and 

respected  by  his  pupils,  instructed  in  nature  studies  and  geography.  Isaac 

Rosenmayer,  born  in  Germany  and  a graduate  of  a teachers'  seminary, 

^ 

came  to  Ujhely  from  Fulda  where  he  taught  in  an  academic  high  school. 
He  excelled  in  physics  and  mathematics,  was  the  correspondent  of  the 
periodical  Ben  Chananja,  and  composed  textbooks.  When  Hungarian 
became  the  general  language  of  instruction,  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
because  of  language  difficulties.  Those  who  were  not  accepted  included 
Dr.  A.  Adler,  of  Breslau,  and  a priest  who  belonged  to  the  Piarist  Order. 


95 


genercais  contributions  from  the  kehillas  in  Bodrogkoz,  in  the  Szerencs 
region,  Nagymihaly,  Rakocz,  Tokaj  and  Ujhely.  In  addition  to  their 
outright  gifts,  the  Jews  of  Ujhely  also  loaned  substantial  sums  to  the 
government,  loans  which,  needless  to  say,  were  never  repaid  The  Jews 
also  furnished  material  and  supplies,  as  well  as  personal  equipment  for 
the  enlistees  in  Tokaj  and  Nagymihaly. 

The  county  was  little  affected  by  the  actual  hostilities.  Large  Austrian 
and  Hungarian  military  forces  passed  through  only  twice,  in  the  southern 
portions,  in  Tokaj,  during  the  first  months  of  1849. 

Jewish  loyalty  was  recognized  only  at  the  final  session  of  the  National 
Assembly  on  July  24,  1 849,  at  Szeged,  when  the  government  was  already 
facing  its  doom.  However,  even  under  such  circumstances  the  proposed 
law  for  full  and  equal  rights  according  to  the  principles  of  liberalism  was 
linked  to  certain  conditions.  Chief  among  these  was  the  requirement  for 
inauguration  of  religious  forms  in  the  spirit  of  the  times.  These  reforms 
were  to  have  been  promulgated  by  a conference  composed  of  selected 
rabbis  and  representatives  of  kehillas.  In  August  Hungary  fell  to  the 
Austrian  and  Russian  armies,  and  the  equal  rights  law  was  lost. 

The  victorious  regime  took  reprisal  against  the  Jews  because  of  their 
role  in  the  war  of  liberation,  though  even  before  the  final  debacle,  com- 
munities in  the  region  overrun  by  Austria  were  punished.  The  penalty 
took  the  form  of  a cash  fine  and  obligation  to  provide  supplies  for  the 
army.  These  collective  punishments  were  in  addition  to  the  personal 
responsibility  of  individual  Jews  for  their  deeds  during  the  short-lived  in- 
dependence of  Hungary.  Following  the  crumbling  of  all  resistance,  a 
general  edict  was  issued  requiring  the  Jews  of  Hungary  to  pay  a fine  of 
2,300,000  florins  on  the  grounds  that  “in  spirit  and  in  deeds  the  majority 
of  Hungarian  Jewry  criminally  supported  the  revolution,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  their  cooperation  the  revolt  would  never  have  been  able  to 
spread  as  it  did.“  The  Jews  were  called  on  to  pay  the  fine  in  four  annual 
installments  but  the  Austrian  military  regime  quickly  realized  that  the 
Jews  would  never  be  able  to  meet  this  obligation,  and  the  debt  was 
gradually  reduced.  In  September,  1850,  the  fine  was  cancelled,  and  the 
emperor  converted  it  into  a fund  for  the  advancement  of  Jewish 
education  and  the  creation  of  a network  of  schools  which  Hungarian 
Jews  were  to  bring  into  existence  within  four  years.  The  total  amount  in- 
volved was  set  at  one  million  florins.  The  committee  which  had 
previously  determined  the  assessment  to  meet  the  tolerance  tax,  now 
fixed  the  share  of  each  kehilla  in  the  counties  for  the  million  florin  fund. 
Zemplen  was  required  to  pay  35,000  florins,  one  of  the  highest  sums 
among  the  counties,  and  only  a few  cities  were  asked  to  pay  more, 
among  them  Pest,  Pressburg  and  the  counties  of  Veszprem,  Borsod  and 
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and  poet.  He  even  wrote  songs  in  Hungarian,  and  when  the  members  of 
the  National  Guard  marched  out  of  the  city  toward  Kassa,  they  did  so  to 
the  tune  of  his  songs. 

Nothing  is  known  of  any  incidents  in  Ujhely  or  in  the  county  as  a 
whole  which  affected  the  Jews  or  prevented  their  participation  in  the 
national  struggle.  When  news  came  in  September,  1848,  that  the  Croats 
(horvdt)  had  struck  deep  into  the  country,  new  battalions  were  formed, 
and  the  kehilla  in  Ujhely  provided  eighteen  conscripts  fully  equipped  at 
its  own  expense.  A large  crowd,  singing  war  songs,  escorted  them  to  the 
camp  at  Sarospatak.  Some  of  these  songs  had  been  written  by  local 
Jewish  writers.  With  the  formation  of  the  Hungarian  Defense  Army,  the 
Jews  enlisted  without  further  delay.  In  Ujhely  a fourteen-year-old  boy, 
Lajos  Tiszti,  enlisted.  He  fought  as  an  artilleryman  throughout  the  war 
and  later  became  a newspaper  editor,  but  the  young  warrior  did  not 
remain  faithful  to  his  people.  At  maturity  he  converted. 

Precise  records  were  not  kept  during  those  critical  days.  Contem- 
poraries conjectured  that  there  were  about  20,000  Jews  in  the  Hungarian 
Defense  Army.  It  was  estimated  that  the  army  as  a whole  was  comprised 
of  180,000  men,  out  of  a total  population  of  about  10,000,000.  If  the 
Jews  numbered  about  200-300,000  souls,  that  is,  about  one  thirtieth  of 
the  population,  they  provided  about  one  ninth  of  the  army.  Kossuth  him- 
self reinforced  this  estimate  when  he  stated:  ‘Twenty  thousand  (Jews)  are 
fighting  courageously  in  our  army.”  n It  follows,  therefore,  that 
Hungarian  Jewry  provided  in  proportion,  ten  times  more  soldiers  than 
the  general  population.  This  patriotic  zeal  existed  among  the  Jews  despite 
the  fact  that  they  were  still  lacking  in  full  civic  rights,  whereas  other 
minorities,  who  had  received  full  rights,  turned  about  and  fought  in 
the  Austrian  army,  in  the  service  of  the  Habsburgs,  against  the  Hunga- 
rian nation. 

Naturally,  Jews  could  not  serve  as  senior  officers  since  they  lacked  the 
necessary  prerequisites,  but  many  attained  the  rank  of  Junior  officers.  The 
register  of  soldiers  then  still  alive  which  was  drawn  up  about  forty  years 
after  the  war  is  open  to  suspicion.  There  were  two  lieutenants  in  Ujhely, 
Moritz  Friedlieber  and  Samuel  Jung,  corporal  (tizedes)  Adolf  Lederman, 
and  three  privates,  Jacob  Goldberger,  Lorenz  Friedman  and  Jacob  Engel. 
Occupation  of  the  latter  is  recorded  as  — beggar.  Vilmos  Schwartz,  a 
native  of  Ujhely,  who  was  close  to  Kossuth,  had  the  rank  of  captain 
(fohadmgy)  and  fought  in  many  battles.  He  became  known  as  a Jour- 
nalist, and  in  recognition  of  his  public  service  was  named  an  honorary 
citizen  of  Ujhely. 

In  addition  to  their  blood  and  manpower,  the  Jews  also  contributed 
liberally  toward  Hungarian  freedom.  The  records  show  that  there  were 
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heavy  fine  was  imposed  collectively  on  the  Jews  because  of  their  par- 
ticipation in  the  revolt,  and  the  same  committee  was  called  upon  also  to 
decide  the  allocation  of  the  payments  due  according  to  the  scale  for 
payment  of  the  tolerance  tax  settlement.  ^ 

The  Diet  (National  Assembly)  of  1847-48  was  on  the  whole  un- 
favorable to  the  Jews.  It  abolished  feudalism  and  all  the  special  rights  of 
the  nobility,  but  took  no  action  with  regard  to  the  Jews.  The  right  of  free 
residence  everywhere  was  at  first  discussed,  but  the  delegates  were  on  the 
whole  opposed  to  granting  equal  rights.  Louis  Kossuth,  of  Zemplen 
County,  sought  to  raise  the  question  of  at  least  partial  emancipation,  in 
that  each  individual  municipal  council  would  determine  who  among  its 
Jewish  residents  would  be  given  the  right  to  vote.  The  delegates  from 
many  counties,  Zemplen  among  them,  rejected  the  proposal.  This  was 
the  situation  of  inequality  as  March  15,  1848,  that  significant  day 
dawned. 

The  events  of  that  day  in  Pest  seemed  at  first  to  herald  a bloodless  vic- 
tory for  freedom  and  liberal  principles.  The  precepts  of  liberty  were  sum- 
med up  in  the  “Twelve  Points",  the  fourth  of  which  called  for  “equality 
before  the  law,  without  distinction  as  to  class  or  faith.“  It  seemed  to 
many  Jews  that  there  were  no  longer  any  obstacles  to  complete 
fulfillment  of  the  longed-for  ideals,  and  they  responded  with  enthusiasm. 
To  their  great  disappointment,  however,  the  Diet  was  dissolved  without 
taking  decision.  Undoubtedly,  this  irresolution  led  to  outbreaks  against 
the  Jews  which  resulted  in  personal  injury  and  property  damage  in 
Pressburg,  Pest  and  elsewhere. 

The  hostility  to  the  Jews  found  particular  expression  in  forbidding 
them  to  serve  in  the  ranks  of  the  National  Guard,  which  had  as  its 
primary  function  the  preservation  of  internal  security.  Only  when 
hostilities  broke  out,  and  before  establishment  of  the  regular  Defense 
Army  (honvedseg),  did  the  Guard  engage  in  battle  action.  When  the 
situation  became  critical  the  Hungarian  authorities  no  longer  hesitated  to 
conscript  Jews,  and  there  were  even  some  places  where  the  citizens  were 
not  embarrassed  to  propose  that  the  Jews  alone  be  sent  to  fight.  These  in- 
cidents did  not  diminish  Jewish  patriotic  zeal.  In  Ujhely  100  Jews  were 
enlisted  in  the  National  Guard  and  sent  on  active  duty  in  the  Kassa 
region.  Among  them  were  Joseph  Frenkel  and  Rabbi  Abraham 
Friedlieber.  The  latter  had  been  honored  at  his  Bar  Mitzvah  by  the 
presence  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum.  He  studied  at  yeshivas  and  was  or- 
dained by  the  rabbi  of  Szanto.  He  never  served  in  the  rabbinate,  but  gave 
halachic  decisions  when  asked.  His  inclination  for  “daring"  innovations 
was  well  known,  but  he  nevertheless  frequently  conducted  services  and 
gave  sermons  in  the  synagogue  and  as  occasion  offered  was  an  author 
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custom  among  the  Hasidim.  He  must  under  no  condition  hand  out  a 
talisman,  either  for  a fee  or  without  charge;  he  must  accept  no  kvittlach 
(written  notes  of  entreaty);  he  must  not  curse  or  despise  anyone  in  his 
sermons,  and  he  must  never  talk  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a half  (ob- 
vious reference  to  the  lengthy  sermons  of  his  grandfather).  The  agreement 
also  fixed  his  salary  and  the  terms  of  payment.  It  appeared,  therefore, 
that  although  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  had  been  rabbi  of  Ujhely  for  over 
thirty  years,  was  respected  by  all  and  was  the  pride  of  the  community, 
his  methods  did  not  last,  and  Hasidism  struck  no  deep  roots  in  the  city. 
There  were  those  who  said  at  that  time  that  Hungary  was  no  place  for 
Hasidism.  The  great  centers  of  that  movement  developed  east  of  Ujhely, 
in  Sziget  and  Munkacs.  ^ 

Rabbi  Jekuthiel  Judah  made  no  great  efforts  to  live  up  to  the  terms  of 
his  employment.  He  did  not  participate  in  the  synagogue  services,  but 
worshipped  at  home  in  a separate  Sephardic-Hasidic  minyan  (quorum 
for  prayer),  a fact  which  adversely  affected  the  principal  minyan  of  the 
kehilla.  The  community  leadership  did  not  side  with  the  rabbi,  and  after 
six  years  he  withdrew,  leaving  behind  him  a divided  community.  He  not 
only  published  his  grandfather’s  writings,  but  later  published  a number  of 
distinguished  works  of  his  own  in  the  fields  of  halacha  and  literature. 

Only  a few  months  after  the  rabbi’s  departure,  the  kehilla  turned  to 
Rabbi  Leopold  Loew,  then  serving  in  Papa,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
advocates  of  the  Haskalah,  and  later  editor  and  publisher  of  the  German 
language  periodical,  Ben  Chananja,  and  asked  him  to  recommend  a head 
teacher  suitable  for  the  school  in  Ujhely.  The  very  approach  to  Rabbi 
Loew  indicated  the  leanings  of  the  kehilla  leadership,  headed  by  Israel 
Berman,  who  labored  untiringly  for  the  desired  goal.  The  efforts  to  obtain 
additional  funds  to  finance  the  compulsory  education  continued  until 
1848.  The  ensuing  political  situation  made  it  impossible  for  the  Jewish 
community  to  solve  its  educational  problems,  and  the  matter  was  put 
aside  as  the  Jews  of  the  county  were  drawn  into  Hungary‘s  war  of  inde- 
pendence. 

Even  since  the  days  of  Joseph  II  the  Jews  of  Hungary  had  diligently 
endeavored  to  improve  their  legal  status,  and  above  all  to  bring  about 
abolition  of  the  heaviest  tax  of  all,  the  tolerance  tax.  After  much  debate, 
and  after  payment  by  the  Jews  of  1,200,000  florins  as  a one-time  set- 
tlement, Ferdinand  V abolished  this  tax  in  1846.  A committee  of  Jews 
was  chosen  to  determine  the  share  which  was  to  be  paid  by  each  com- 
munity, and  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  were  assessed  the  sum  of  41,072,  one 
of  the  highest  levies  in  comparison  with  other  counties.  Until  all  the 
counties  and  cities  had  paid  off  their  share  of  the  impost,  the  committee 
remained  in  effect.  Later,  after  the  collapse  of  the  Revolution  (1849)  a 
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cudgels  because  of  his  advanced  age. 

During  the  first  years  there  were  three  classes  in  the  school  with  40-60 
pupils,  boys  only.  The  major  subjects  taught  were  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  The  religious  subjects  were  taught  by  outstanding  Torah 
scholars,  like  Moses  Knopfler.  Public  reaction  to  the  school  was  cool  at 
first,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  out  of  some  300  children  of  the  ap~ 
propriate  age,  only  about  one  sixth  were  enrolled,  whereas  the  remainder 
studied  in  the  traditional  heder  as  had  been  the  custom  for  generations. 

The  regulations  making  education  compulsory  were  fully  implemented 
in  Zemplen  from  the  beginning  of  the  forties.  The  question  then  arose  as 
to  whether  the  kehilla  should  set  up  a separate  school,  or  expand  the 
existing  one;  this  problem  was  rife  for  more  than  ten  years.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  compulsory  education  applied  to  the  girls  too.  At  first 
the  Jews  in  two  districts,  Bodrogkoz  and  Galszecs  refused  to  bear  the 
financial  burden,  though  their  sons  were  supposed  to  study  at  that 
school.  Efforts  were  made  to  broaden  the  economic  base  for  support  of 
the  compulsory  education,  such  as  utilization  of  the  funds  from  the 
tolerance  tax  which  were  returned  to  the  Jews  of  Zemplen,  but  circum- 
stances prevented  this  from  being  carried  out. 

Following  the  death  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  in  1841  the  question 
of  his  successor  arose.  His  son.  Rabbi  Eleazar  Nisan,  was  at  that  time 
head  of  the  kehilla  at  Sziget,  and  the  choice  therefore  fell  on  his  grandson. 
Rabbi  Jekuthiel  Judah,  who  was  serving  as  a rabbi  in  Poland.  His  ap- 
pointment was  no  sooner  announced,  however,  about  a month  after  the 
death  of  his  grandfather,  than  a massive  opposition  arose.  The  Mit- 
nagdim,  who  were  apparently  a majority  in  the  community,  sought  to 
circumscribe  the  rabbi's  freedom  of  action,  and  to  prevent  his  falling  into 
the  net  of  Hasidism.  The  terms  of  the  proposed  agreement  with  him  ap- 
peared to  constitute  a sharp  protest  against  the  whole  period  of  Rabbi 
Teitelbaum’s  incumbency  and  against  the  customs  which  he  had  in- 
troduced. Among  other  things.  Rabbi  Jekuthiel  Judah  was  asked  to  wor- 
ship together  with  the  congregation  on  the  Sabbath  and  on  holidays,  and 
not  to  use  a non-Ashkenazi  ritual.  The  money  from  the  Kestenbaum 
fund,  which  was  supposed  to  supplement  the  salary  of  the  rabbi,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  will,  would  be  diverted  to  the  public  treasury,  and  the 
rabbi  would  derive  no  benefit  from  it;  the  contract  would  be  for  six  years 
only.  Further  conditions  in  the  agreement  served  as  a kind  of  threat:  “If 
any  one  of  these  terms  should  be  violated,  his  appointment  shall  be  ter- 
minated and  his  salary  halted."  That  was  not  all.  An  additional  four 
humiliating  paragraphs,  written  in  Yiddish  so  that  everyone  could  under- 
stand clearly  without  any  possibility  of  misinterpretation  were  to  the  ef- 
fect that:  The  rabbi  was  forbidden  to  conduct  certain  prayers,  as  was  the 


90 


there  almost  to  Talmud  alone,  and  to  conduct  instruction  leading  to  the 
training  of  Jewish  teachers,  and  even  rabbis,  so  that  the  school  becomes  a 
kind  of  academy,  that  is,  an  institution  for  the  study  of  Talmud  on  a high 
level,  rather  than  an  elementary  school. “ 4 Jhe  sharp  controversy  bet- 
ween the  two  sides  in  the  kehilla  continued  for  about  ten  years  and  was 
reflected  in  the  documentation.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  took  place 
during  the  final  years  of  the  incumbency  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum. 
Leader  of  those  advocating  use  of  the  income  from  the  estate  for 
establishment  of  an  elementary  school  was  Moses  Schoen,  who  was 
scheduled  to  be  the  supervisor  of  the  school  under  the  terms  of  paragraph 

six.  Schoen  planned  a curriculum  in  which  religious  and  secular  studies 
were  equally  divided,  and  promised  the  support  of  the  kehilla  so  that  the 
new  institution  “would  be  able  to  compete  with  full-fledged  academic 
high  schools^!)  in  the  big  cities.’’  The  rabbi  of  the  kehilla  withdrew,  and 
supervision  over  the  school  was  transferred  to  a man  appointed  by  the 
kehilla.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  difference  of  opinion  was  not  men- 
tioned in  Rabbi  Teitelbaum’s  book,  Yismach  Moshe. 

Schoen  made  vigorous  demands  upon  the  county  authorities  to  fulfill 
the  terms  of  the  will.  He  suggested  use  of  a plot  of  land  near  the 
synagogue,  on  which  stood  a building  which  had  previously  been  ear- 
marked for  such  a purpose.  He  was  so  impatient  that  even  before  the 
county  made  formal  decision,  he  gave  instructions  to  have  the  structure 
renovated.  The  work  proceeded  rapidly,  and  on  October  16,  1838,  the 
school  was  inaugurated  in  the  presence  of  county  and  kehilla  dignitaries. 
Reports  of  the  event  make  no  mention  of  the  presence  of  the  rabbi,  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  assume  that  since  he  had  given  up  the  supervision  of  the 
school,  he  was  demonstratively  absent.  The  principal  address  was  given 
by  Gabor  Matolay,  chief  county  trustee  for  the  school. 

The  opening  of  the  school  served  to  bring  a new  class  of  people  to 
Ujhely.  The  three  teachers  were  disciples  of  the  Enlightenment.  Moritz 
Reiner,  who  taught  Hungarian  subjects,  also  excelled  as  a portrait  artist; 
Hirsch  Schoenman,  who  came  from  Germany,  and  taught  German  and 
Hungarian,  had  been  a rabbi  in  his  country  of  origin,  and  had  published 
articles  in  Jewish  journals  in  Germany  and  Hungary.  Supervisor  of  the 
school,  in  whom  the  kehilla  had  great  confidence,  was  Moritz  Thoman,  a 
prominent  personality,  well  versed  in  tradition,  and  an  intellectual  as 
well.  He  performed  his  duties  faithfully  till  a ripe  old  age. 

The  new  spirit  also  brought  about  changes  in  the  pupils’  manner  of 
worship.  At  Schoenman’ s initiative,  the  cantor  and  congregation  prayed 
together  as  if  a choir.  Many  parents  objected  to  this  procedure  and  saw  in 
it  an  “innovation  destructive  of  the  Jewish  faith.”  This  occurred  in  1840, 
Rabbi  Teitelbaum’s  last  year,  and  it  is  likely  that  he  could  not  take  up  the 
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executors  of  his  estate,  none  of  whom  were  Jewish,  for  non-recurring  ex- 
penses; 20,000  florins  to  the  county  hospital;  100,000  florins  for  the 
establishment  of  a Jewish  school;  100,000  florins  for  aid  to  his  relatives. 
These  amounts  were  to  constitute  perpetual  funds,  of  which  only  the  in- 
come could  be  used.  He  also  provided  funds  to  be  used  in  full  after  his 
death  for  paupers  and  for  several  institutions.  In  his  will  Kestenbaum  en- 
deavored to  give  expression  not  only  to  his  gratitude,  but  also  to  his 
desire  “to  be  worthy  of  being  remembered  as  one  who  was  interested  in 
doing  good  and  in  providing  assistance  without  regard  to  religious  af- 
filiation." 

Paragraph  six  dealt  with  the  establishment  of  the  school.  In  explaining 
his  motivation,  the  testator  noted  that  “the  increase  in  the  number  of 
thieves  and  other  wicked  people,  who  disturb  the  public  peace,  is  a result 
of  lack  of  education  and  study,  and  having  observed  that  in  this  county 
the  Jews  lacked  for  much,  he  had  decided  to  correct  this  shortcoming, 
and  thereby  transform  them  into  people  useful  to  society..."  He  believed 
that  the  school  should  be  set  up  alongside  the  synagogue,  or  connected 
with  some  other  institution.  The  executor  of  the  estate,  together  with  the 
rabbi,  and  “two  other  Jews  who  in  his  view  are  honorable",  should  so 
administer  affairs  that  orphans  from  his  family  should  be  educated  and 
enabled  to  study  at  no  cost.  The  rabbi  of  Ujhely  should  be  the  supervisor 
of  the  school,  but  the  formal  records  and  the  financial  accounting  should 
always  be  in  cooperation  with  the  executor.  In  the  event  that  the  super- 
visor was  not  the  rabbi,  he  must  in  any  event  be  a Jew,  and  would 
receive  a fixed  salary. 

The  teaching  staff  would  be  appointed  by  the  supervisor  and  the 
executor,  who  would  also  determine  their  salaries.  The  orphans  were  to 
be  provided  with  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  and  if  there  were  not  enough 
orphans  from  his  own  family,  those  in  charge  could  accept  other  orphans 
as  well.  In  conclusion,  Kestenbaum  requested  that  if  the  executors  should 
change,  final  decision  and  full  authority  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  county  authorities.  It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  Kestenbaum  was 
prepared  to  rely  completely  on  the  local  officials.  This  unusual  step  seems 
all  the  more  strange  since  it  indicated  a desire  for  integration  at  a time 
when  Jews  still  did  not  enjoy  full  civil  rights. 

The  famous  Jewish  school  in  Ujhely,  which  educated  successive 
generations  of  young  people  for  106  years,  was  thus  established  thanks  to 
this  bequest. 

The  actual  setting  up  of  the  school  was  beset  by  many  problems  and 
obstacles.  Circles  dedicated  to  strict  Jewish  tradition  wished  to  utilize  the 
income  from  the  estate  in  a different  manner,  as  was  indicated  in  the 
minutes  of  the  county  assembly:  “They  wish  to  limit  the  course  of  studies 


88 


VIII.  Toward  Integration  and  Schism 


Raphael  (Marton)  Kestenbaum,  who  lived  in  Pelejte,  in  Zemplen 
County,  was  a generous  soul,  an  interesting  personality  whose  fame  ex- 
tended beyond  the  narrow  geographical  boundaries  of  Ujhely,  and  even 
long  after  the  era  in  which  he  lived.  Born  in  Poland,  he  was  at  first  a 
workingman,  then  became  a lessee,  succeeded  in  establishing  himself, 
and  became  wealthy.  He  was  married  twice  but  had  no  children,  and  this 
grieved  him  deeply.  He  owned  a tavern  in  Ujhely,  and  despite  his  wealth 
lived  simply  in  a modest  house.  On  the  Sabbath  and  on  holidays  all  work 
ceased  in  his  home,  and  he  scrupulously  observed  all  the  commandments, 
but  he  was  not  a Hasid.  He  was  not  a learned  man  and  knew  little  more 
than  the  proper  order  of  the  prayers.  He  was  apparently  unable  to  write. 
A friendly  person,  he  established  good  relations  with  the  magnates  of  the 
county,  but  was  not  a follower  of  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum.  He  was 
diligent  and  thrifty  and  neglected  no  details.  Hence  he  took  pains  to 
prepare  his  last  will  and  testament  some  years  before  his  death,  and 
deposited  a copy  of  it  in  the  county  archives.  When  he  felt  that  his  end 
was  drawing  near,  he  gave  his  lawyer,  a non-Jew,  power  of  attorney  to 
handle  his  will.  He  died  in  1 829  and  his  funeral  was  marked  by  the  same 
simple  modesty  in  which  he  had  lived.  No  rabbi  or  community  leaders 
were  in  attendance  — only  relatives  who  hoped  to  benefit  from  his 
estate.  The  wealthy  man  of  simple  tastes  was  buried  without  pomp,  and 
to  this  day  there  is  no  certainty  where  he  was  interred.  According  to  one 
theory,  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  a plot  in  Pelejte.  It  has  also  been  suggested 
that  his  grave  was  in  Ujhely,  in  a field  alongside  the  road  leading  to 
Csorgo.  It  is  told  that  a tombstone  was  erected  in  1 856,  at  the  same  time 
that  a plaque  was  dedicated  on  the  school  which  he  had  founded.  The 
marker,  familiar  to  all  who  came  from  Ujhely,  remained  in  place  until 
the  community  met  its  bitter  end. 

The  full  significance  of  his  will  was  not  thoroughly  grasped  until  the 
sub-prefect  went  through  it,  and  the  text  was  read  out  at  the  county 
assembly.  Three  days  after  his  death,  the  secretary  made  a certified  copy 
of  the  will  in  preparation  for  its  official  reading.  The  document  opened 
with  a ten-paragraph  introduction.  The  testator  first  affirmed  that  he  was 
of  sound  mind,  and  knowing  that  man  was  mortal,  he  had  decided  to 
bequeath  his  property.  He  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  county  in  which 
he  had  made  his  home  for  forty  years,  and  since  he  was  convinced  that 
the  Almighty  did  not  distinguish  between  the  different  faiths,  he  sought 
to  give  expression  to  this  belief  He  bequeathed  30,000  florins  to  the 
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gradually  undermined,  the  idea  of  free  and  open  trade  took  root  in 
Hungary  and  toward  the  middle  of  the  last  century  all  restrictions  came 
to  an  end.  The  number  of  Jews  increased.  There  were  1125  in  Ujhely; 
the  second  largest  center  of  Jewish  population  was  Mad,  with  800, 
followed  by  Tolcsva  with  602  and  Sarospatak  with  405.  The  total  num- 
ber of  Jews  in  Zemplen  was  about  15,000.  • 

The  former  school  supervisor,  Ferenc  Kazinczy,  distinguished  son  of 
the  county,  was  in  close  touch  with  the  Jewish  wine  merchants  who 
frequently  visited  the  beautiful  vineyards  near  the  village  of  Szephalom 
where  his  estate  was  located.  In  one  of  his  letters  Kazinczy  wrote  that  he 
endured  many  difficulties  when  the  administration  in  Galicia  refused 
passports  to  Jews  to  enable  them  to  visit  Hungary,  and  they  were 
therefore  unable  to  spend  their  money  there.  In  his  opinion,  the  Jews 
were  experienced  connoisseurs  of  wine,  and  he  noted:  ‘T  don’t  want  to 
brag,  but  a certain  Jew  told  me  that  this  year  he  has  not  tasted  a wine 
with  better  flavor  and  aroma  than  this.“  On  another  occasion  he  found 
reason  to  burst  out  and  complain  that  a deal  had  not  turned  out  in  his 
best  interest.  That,  of  course,  could  happen  in  all  bargaining.  2 
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and  there  was  no  longer  any  discussion  with  regard  to  Jewish  ownership 
of  vineyards.  Five  years  later  every  obstacle  placed  in  the  path  of  Jewish 
economic  activity  was  removed.  The  county  did  succeed  in  delaying  the 
implementation  of  the  law  for  a short  while,  but  in  1841  the  fifty-year 
long  struggle  between  the  county  and  its  Jews  came  to  an  end. 

The  Jews  of  Zemplen  were  integrated  into  the  primitive  commerce  by 
the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  their  economic  activity  proved  in- 
jurious to  feudal  interest,  including  the  nobles‘  rights  of  priority  purchase 
in  the  wine  trade.  The  county  authorities  therefore  sought  to  protect  the 
latter  from  the  competition  of  Polish,  Greek,  Armenian,  Serb  and  Jewish 
traders,  this  ostensibly  in  the  name  of  the  tax-payers  of  the  nation.  As  the 
influence  of  the  Jews,  in  commerce  grew,  the  restrictive  laws  and 
regulations  referred  more  and  more  to  them,  whereas  the  traders  of  other 
nationalities  were  quickly  afforded  equality  with  the  Hungarians.  Since 
King  Joseph  II  had  been  the  one  to  grant  rights  to  the  Jews,  though  these 
were  curtailed  upon  his  death,  the  aristocracy  could  not  forget  their 
hatred  for  the  king.  They  looked  upon  the  Jews  as  a foreing  element,  im- 
posed upon  them  by  a foreign  king,  and  this  explains  the  protracted 
struggle,  and  the  unwillingness  to  accept  instructions  from  the  Vice-regal 
Council,  which  represented  the  Habsburg  government  in  Hungary. 
Nevertheless,  the  aristocracy  had  to  acknowledge  that  more  than  once, 
during  times  of  commercial  crisis,  only  the  Jews  were  able  to  be  of  help, 
and  at  such  times,  for  lack  of  alternative,  the  county  would  ease  their 
situation. 

As  a general  rule,  Jews  were  forbidden  to  purchase  asu  grapes,  for  this 
was  the  preferential  right  of  the  nobles,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
peasant  farmers  it  was  more  advantageous  to  sell  to  whoever  offered  the 
highest  price,  rather  than  to  serve  an  employer  and  sell  to  him  only  two 
or  three  years  later,  after  the  wine  had  aged.  The  landed  gentry  sought  to 
lower  the  prices,  whereas  the  Jews  always  offered  higher  prices.  These 
were  the  real  reasons  for  the  enactment  of  the  various  restrictive 
regulations  and  their  renewal  from  time  to  time.  It  followed,  therefore, 
that  the  county  preferred  to  permit  the  trade  in  wine,  but  prohibited  the 
Jews  from  purchasing  grapes,  or  even  gathering  of  grapes  from  the 
vineyards  — at  most,  permitting  only  the  production  of  asu  for  home 
use. 

Until  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  were  practically  no 
limitations  on  the  purchase  and  sale  of  vineyards,  and  Jews  acquired  such 
property,  but  with  the  turn  of  the  century  the  county  attempted  to  con- 
fiscate or  attach  these  vineyards,  or  compel  the  Jews  to  sell  them.  All 
such  efforts  failed,  even  though  the  vineyard  owners,  in  defiance  of  the 
repeated  prohibitions,  did  make  asu  wine.  As  the  feudal  rights  were 
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raisins  too,  and  this  was  harmful  to  the  peasants’  interests.  Another 
charge  was  the  slander  that  the  Jews  of  Tolcsva  bought  the  wine  from 
the  vineyard  owners,  and  then  bargained  so  well  with  the  merchants  that 
they  were  becoming  wealthy.  Could  this  really  have  been  so?  The  many 
bankruptcies  recorded  in  the  county  archives  do  not  substantiate  this 
assumption.  It  would  appear  from  these  many  complaints  and  pretexts 
that  the  wine  business  in  Hegyalja  was  at  least  in  part  in  the  hands  of 
Jews.  The  city  fathers  of  Sarospatak  seemed  to  confirm  this  fact  when 
they  said  that  they  could  produce  numerous  complaints  against  the  Jews, 
but  did  not  dare  to  do  so,  lest  the  townspeople  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
sell  their  wines.  Their  complaints,  in  summary,  were  that  Jews  bought 
wine  and  asu  grapes . from  regions  outside  of  Hegyalja,  adulterated  the 
wine  in  various  ways,  bought  asu  grapes  and  made  wine  from  them  and 
did  not  act  honorably  when  serving  as  middlemen.  Presumably  the  non- 
Jewish  merchants  and  wine  producers,  who  were  not  subjected  to  such 
charges,  were  all  paragons  of  virtue. 

In  1826  the  county  again  sought  to  revive  the  proposal  that  Jews 
should  be  banned  from  the  wine  business,  and  that  they  should  be  limited 
to  tavern  keeping  only.  The  county  assembly  rehashed  all  its  former 
decisions  and  included  all  the  old  regulations  that  had  long  since  been 
done  away  with,  as  if  everything  were  being  begun  afresh.  Once  again 
the  Jews  turned  to  higher  authority,  and  the  contrary  instructions  were 
not  slow  in  coming.  The  county  appealed,  and  the  matter  dragged  on. 
Numerous  proposals  were  made,  among  them  to  forbid  the  Jews  from 
serving  as  middlemen.  By  1830  it  was  clear  that  there  was  need  to  draft 
general  lines  for  a comprehensive  law  to  govern  all  aspects  of  viniculture 
and  the  production  and  marketing  of  wine.  The  draft  permitted  Jews  to 
produce  and  market  wine,  and  the  restrictions  referred  only  to  ownership 
of  vineyards.  In  principle,  the  county  sought  in  every  way  possible  to 
deny  to  Jews  the  possibility  of  making  a livipg  from  wine,  but  the  Vice- 
regal Council  was  on  guard,  and  did  not  permit  the  adoption  of  unduly 
severe  restrictions.  Consequently,  the  vineyard  proprietors  in  1834  attem- 
pted to  set  up  the  "Hegyalja  Wine  Trading  Company:",  to  control  the 
business.  Jews  would  cretainly  not  have  been  accepted  as  members.  This 
attempt  remained  on  paper  until  1859. 

Despite  all  difficulties,  it  was  impossible  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  the 
times.  With  regard  to  middlemen,  it  had  been  decided  as  early  as  1791 
that  a Jews  could  not  be  a middleman,  but  Jews  filled  that  function 
nevertheless,  and  regulations  were  therefore  necessary  to  regulate  their 
activity.  In  1 835  the  county  decided  that  a committee  should  be  set  up  in 
each  city  to  select  the  middlemen,  and  it  turned  out  that  two  of  the  nine 
in  Ujhely  were  Jews.  A new  decision  permitted  everyone  to  deal  in  asu. 
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eye  on  the  Jews  in  their  wine  dealings,  and  to  seek  some  pretext  to  curb 
them.  In  1826  a special  committee  was  set  up  to  investigate  the 
‘'fraudulent  acts  of  the  Jews”.  The  committee  records  are  filled  with  ac- 
cusations and  complaints  which  were  never  fully  looked  into.  The 
wicked  intentions  behind  them  were  obvious,  although  undoubtedly 
there  were  cases  in  which  the  charges  were  justifiable. 

One  of  the  oft  repeated  complaints  was  that  the  Jews  used  to  bring 
wine  from  other  regions  and  represent  it  as  the  product  of  Hegyalja.  In- 
dividual cases  were  cited:  Jacob  Klein  and  Samuel  Polatschek  were  ac- 
cused of  making  wine  mixed  with  asu  in  Szerencs,  and  bringing  it  to 
Taliya  where  they  sold  it  as  a local  product.  Tuvya  Lefkovics  was 
charged  with  doing  the  same  thing  in  Liszka.  Since  Jews  were  forbidden 
to  purchase  asu  grapes,  most  of  the  charges  against  them  were  based  on 
that  violation.  Similar  false  charges  were  brought  against  the  Jews  in 
Tolcsva  and  Sarospatak  to  the  effect  that  they  obtained  asu  grapes  from 
the  poor,  extracted  the  essence,  and  mixed  the  sediment  (torkoly)  with 
wine,and  sold  it  as  grape  Juice('mws/A)efore  fermentation.  Such  actions  of 
course  affected  the  estate  owners' rights  of  prior  purchase.  Complaint  was 
made  that  Abraham  David  of  Taliya,  and  others  in  the  village,  cooked  the 
freshly  made  wine  so  as  to  give  it  a sweet  taste,  like  that  of  asu,  and  that 
the  middlemen  agents  took  commissions  from  both  the  buyer  and  the 

seller.  Another  case  cited  was  that  of  Ludwig  Zimmerman,  who  took 
seventy  florins  for  a hundred  barrels  of  wine.  In  Liszka,  Samuel  Pros 
demanded  two  florins  commission  on  each  barrel.  Many  disputes  broke 
out  on  the  problem  of  refunding  of  advance  payments,  and  the  amount  of 
interest  to  be  charged.  In  order  to  incite  public  opinion  against  the  Jews, 
a rumor  was  spread  that  the  prices  of  wine  and  brandy  were  fixed  in  the 
synagogue,  after  prayers.  Samuel  Levi,  of  Taliya,  was  quoted  as  saying 
that  the  Jews  of  Mad  decided  in  the  synagogue  on  the  price  of  brandy, 
and  determined  that  it  should  be  sold  to  the  villagers  for  two  kreuzers 
cheaper  than  to  the  city  people.  However,  one  of  the  Jews,  Solomon  Sch- 
wartz, violated  this  decision  and  as  a result  was  ostracized  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  kehilla.  He  and  his  sons  were  forbidden  to  set  foot  in  the 
synagogue,  and  he  was  not  permitted  to  buy  kosher  meat.  County 
records  maintained  that  it  was  customary  to  determine  the  price  of  wine 
in  the  synagogues  of  Tolcsva  and  Sarospatak  as  well.  The  Jews  of  Patak 
explained  this  procedure  on  the  grounds  that  if  not  for  the  price-fixing 
they  would  never  have  been  able  to  make  a living  as  lessees  only. 

Since  asu  grapes  were  always  more  expensive  than  the  raisins,  the  vin- 
tners used  to  make  wine  from  the  latter  as  well.  This  practice  served  as 
the  basis  for  accusation  against  the  Jews  of  Bodrogkeresztur  to  the  effect 
that  they  bought  wine  from  the  peasants  only  if  they  would  sell  them  the 
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wines  only,  and  so  that  the  peasant  farmers  should  not  be  adversely  af- 
fected, the  county  ruled  that  if  wine  had  already  been  sold,  the  estate 
owners  could  not  exercise  their  priority  purchase  rights.  The  result  was 
that  Jews  were  again  forbidden  to  deal  in  asu  or  to  prepare  its  essence.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  this  time  the  regulations  made  no 
reference  to  Jewish  owners  or  lessees  of  vineyards,  and  the  whole  matter 
was  apparently  shelved  at  that  time.  ,The  masters  of  the  county  changed 
their  minds  again  in  1821.  Trade  in  asu  wine  was  permitted,  but  the 
production  of  various  wines  was  forbidden. 

Contemporary  documents  emphasize  the  isolation  of  the  Jews,  and 
their  strange  speech.  The  records  admit  to  the  existence  of  discrimination, 
but  also  refer  to  the  fact  that  only  a minority  of  Jews  were  wealthy, 
while  the  majority  were  poor  and  depressed.  The  county  records  did 
associate  the  depressed  conditions  in  viniculture  with  the  mass 
emigration  of  Jews  out  of  the  county,  yet  the  nobles  continued  to  insist 
on  their  rights,  in  the  face  of  the  intervention  by  the  Vice-regal  Council 
which  represented  the  emperor  s court,  and  not  any  special  interests. 
Even  in  these  circumstances  the  county  succeeded  in  postponing  free 
trade  in  asu  wine  for  another  two  years. 

In  addition  to  the  county  and  the  Vice- regal  Council,  there  were  other 
elements  which  were  involved  in  the  wine  trade  and  in  determining  the 
role  of  the  Jews  therein.  The  case  in  Taliya  is  illuminating.  The  nobles  of 
the  village  in  1825  presented  a petition  of  accusation  against  Jewish  mer- 
chants, vineyard  owners,  agents  and  tavern  operators.  They  were 
charged  with  selling  wine  of  inferior  quality,  whereas  at  the  same  price 
the  petitioners  could  have  sold  the  superior  wines  of  Taliya.  According  to 
the  petition,  the  wines  were  stored  in  the  cellars  of  certain  persons  who 
were  bribed  to  spread  the  report  that  these  were  from  Hegyalja,  and 
hence  of  better  quality.  As  a result,  the  local  growers  were  unable  to 
market  their  own  product,  which  was  indeed  of  good  quality,  and  the 
agents  were  demanding  higher  fees  than  usual.  The  nobles  added  certain 
statistical  information  to  bolster  their  case.  They  noted  that  in  1824  there 
were  close  to  a thousand  barrels  of  asu  wine  and  essence  in  the  cellars  of 
Jews  in  Hegyalja.  The  county  was  on  the  verge  of  confiscating  this  wine, 
and  the  Jews  were  able  to  avert  the  catastrophe  only  by  hasty  appeal  to 
higher  authority. 

The  nobles  did  not  give  up.  Their  representatives,  who  took  part  in  the 
National  Assembly  in  1825,  were  delegated  to  demand  expulsion  of  the 
Jews  from  Hegyalja,  and  to  make  the  area  off-limits  to  them,  like  mining 
towns,  in  which  Jews  were  forbidden  to  live  even  under  the  reforms  of 
Joseph  II.  The  delegates  were  disappointed,  and  the  matter  was  never 
discussed.  The  county  was  left  with  no  option  other  than  to  keep  a close 
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trend  toward  more  liberal  commerce,  and  in  1 800  Jews  were  permitted 
to  gather  the  asu  grapes  for  home  use.  The  ineffectiveness  of  the  county 
regulations  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  they  were  constantly  being 
renewed.  By  1801  there  were  no  longer  any  legal  obstacles  to  the  making 
of  asu  for  home  use.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Jews  did  own  vineyards 
despite  the  prohibition  against  this,  though  it  was  declared  that  any 
vineyards  acquired  after  1 800  would  be  confiscated  and  sold  at  auction, 
unless  the  Jewish  owners  disposed  of  them  earlier.  Possession  of  a 
vineyard  in  Hegyalja  was  forbidden  even  by  leasehold,  the  only  exception 
being  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  county,  where  the  wine  was  not  of 
superior  quality. 

Regulations  and  prohibitions  followed  each  other  in  succession,  all 
requiring  sale  of  those  vineyards  which  had  been  acquired  after  the  set 
date.  This  was  the  situation  even  in  1808.  As  for  freedom  of  commerce, 
in  that  year  the  city  of  Mad  requested  that  production  and  dealing  in 
wine  be  permitted  to  anyone  who  could  obtain  the  highest  price.  This 
was  certainly  proof  that  unhampered  trade  was  not  only  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Jews,  but  of  all,  except  the  estate  owners.  Since  such  free 
trade  in  asu  affected  the  priority  claims  of  the  feudal  lords,  however,  the 
city’s  request  was  rejected.  As  a result,  trade  was  hurt,  and  Polish  mer- 
chants no  longer  came  to  purchase  either  regular  or  asu  wine.  The 
county  was  compelled  to  repeal  the  regulations  forbidding  Jews  to  deal  in 
this  commodity  which  was  so  important  to  the  region,  and  the  county 
assembly  admitted,  according  to  an  entry  in  the  minutes,  that  “per- 
mission given  to  the  Jews  of  the  county  appears  to  be  a helpful  act.’’ 
Despite  this,  the  county  was  still  on  record  officially  that  all  vineyards 
owned  by  the  Jews  must  be  sold,  and  a new  date  was  even  set  — 1811. 
On  the  intervention  of  the  Vice-regal  Council,  however,  this  decision  was 
never  implemented  and  a committee  was  set  up  to  study  the  situation  and 
take  action.  Chairman  of  the  committee  was  Antal  Szirmay  but  he 
resigned  before  the  year  was  up  apparently  because,  as  an  advocate  of 
free  trade,  he  was  unwilling  to  defend  the  privileges  of  the  nobility.  He 
also  opposed  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  Jews.  The  matter  dragged 
on,  and  in  1817  the  Jews  were  permitted  to  buy  wine,  but  Jewish 
vineyard  owners  were  not  permitted  to  make  wine.  The  requirement  that 
the  vineyards  must  be  sold  was  eased,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
proprietor  had  adulterated  wine,  or  had  committed  other  offenses  in  its 
production.  At  the  same  time,  the  priority  purchase  rights  of  the  estate 
owners  were  cancelled. 

Two  years  later  the  villages  in  the  Hegyalja  area  requested  that  the 
county  permit  free  competition,  and  this  was  approved.  A year  later, 
however,  matters  were  reversed.  Jews  were  permitted  to  deal  in  regular 
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open  to  all,  the  local  population  had  suffered  no  harm  at  all.  To  the  con- 
trary, they  had  enjoyed  benefits.  Szirmay  was  well  familiar  with  all 
aspects  of  viniculture  and  production  of  wine,  as  evidenced  in  his 
numerous  writings  on  the  subject.  Following  the  death  of  the  king,  the 
county  renewed  regulations  which  had  been  in  effect  during  the  time  of 
Queen  Maria  Theresa,  mother  of  Joseph  II,  according  to  which  Jews 
were  forbidden  to  deal  in  wine  in  Hegyalja.  It  was  further  proposed,  on 
the  pretext  of  their  cheating,  to  remove  them  six  miles  from  the  town  so 
that  the  name  and  reputation  of  the  wines  would  be  kept  unblemished. 
The  responsible  authorities  were  also  requested  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
crop  from  the  Jewish-owned  vineyards,  to  record  it,  and  to  notify  their 
superiors.  The  Jews  were  particularly  forbidden  to  have  any  connection 
with  production  of  the  asu  wines,  even  the  kosher  ones,  and  they  were 
permitted  to  make  only  regular  wine.  Upon  the  intervention  of  the  Vice- 
regal Council,  these  regulations,including  the  removal  of  Jews  from 
Hegyalja,  were  never  put  into  effect,  and  remained  a proposed  program 
only. 

The  conflict  between  the  Jews  and  the  county  under  the  domination  of 
the  aristocrats,  with  regard  to  the  commerce  in  wine,  continued  unremit- 
tingly from  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  for  the  nobles  jealously 
guarded  the  privileges  which  they  had  acquired  over  many  generations. 
A standard  weapon  in  this  struggle  was  the  accusation  that  the  Jews 
were  adulterating  the  local  wine  and  thus  injuring  its  reputation.  In  1798 
the  county  did  succeed  in  instituting  marked  restrictions,  and  the  Jews 
were  in  effect  limited  to  the  retail  sale  of  wine  in  taverns.  The  purchase 
of  asu  grapes  was  forbidden,  as  well  as  the  watering  down  of  the  wine 
by  extracting  the  essence  first.  The  asu  grapes  had  been  a central  issue  for 
some  time  because  no  tithe  (dezsma)  was  payable  on  them,  and  because 
the  nobles  wished  to  preserve  for  themselves  the  right  of  priority  pur- 
chase. This  was  the  principal  reason  why  they  sought  to  limit  the  Jews, 
who  were  prepared  to  pay  the  peasants  higher  prices.  Forbidden  to  pur- 
chase, lest  they  get  ahead  of  the  nobles,  the  Jews  instead  sent  Polish 
nobles,  to  whom  the  restrictions  did  not  apply. 

In  any  event,  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  Jews 
possessed  vineyards  which  were  cultivated  by  them  or  by  hired  help. 
They  stored  regular  wine,  asu  and  its  essence  in  their  basements.  Some  of 
the  wine  merchants  were  local  people,  and  some  came  from  Poland.  The 
local  Jews  were  for  the  most  part  broker  agents  (faktor)  or  merchants 
(kupec)  with  some  Polish  Jews  also  involved.  As  we  have  seen,  tavern 
keeping  was  a common  pursuit,  and  the  tavern  operators  sometimes  ser- 
ved as  wine  dealers  or  even  worked  their  own  vineyards.  The  regulations 
enacted  by  the  nobles  in  defense  of  their  own  interests  could  not  halt  the 
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VII.  Vine  and  Wine 


In  their  capacities  as  owners  of  vineyards,  middlemen  and  traders,  the 
Jews  played  a significant  role  in  growing  of  grapes  and  the  produc- 
tion of  wine.  The  reforms  instituted  by  Joseph  II,  it  will  be  recalled,  af- 
forded freedom  of  choice  in  place  of  residence,  except  for  the  mining 
towns,  opened  up  most  fields  of  economic  activity,  and  bestowed  the 
right  to  study  in  the  schools.  This  state  of  affairs  existed  in  Zemplen  as 
well  but  great  uncertainty  followed  the  death  of  the  ruler,  and  during  the 
period  1791-1819,  no  less  than  sixteen  measures,  at  times  one  contradic- 
ting another,  regulated  the  status  of  the  Jews  with  regard  to  vineyards 
and  the  production  of  wine.  The  law  of  1 840  provided  for  considerable 
relaxation,  and  there  was  equality  of  rights  thereafter. 

The  Jews  of  southern  Zemplen,  the  grape  and  wine  area,  were  not  a 
homogeneous  social  unit.  To  a large  and  growing  extent  they  were 
prominently  involved  in  the  wine  business,  but  among  them  were  also 
many  peddlers,  petty  merchants,  artisans  who  were  not  accepted  as 
members  of  the  guilds,  and  tavern  keepers.  The  latter  occupation,  of 
course,  was  associated  with  the  wine  business.  The  wine  dealers,  the 
brokers,  the  lessees  and  the  vineyard  owners  were  wealthy  persons  who 
did  business  on  a large  scale.  Some  of  them  came  from  Bohemia  and 
Silesia,  while  the  poorer  Jews,  from  Poland  and  Galicia,  engaged  in  the 
other  pursuits  mentioned  above.  The  latter  were  distinctive  both  in  dress 
and  in  manner  of  living,  and  were  not  only  persecuted  by  the  authorities, 
but  also  subjected  to  intolerance  on  the  part  of  their  own  co-religionists 
who  sought  to  prevent  their  settlement  in  the  county.  One  example, 
recorded  in  1770,  noted  that  “the  Jew  Abrahamovics,  who  had  come 
from  Poland,  is  penniless  and  homeless.  He  is  therefore  banished  from 
Mad,  after  having  made  many  enemies  among  the  Jews  because  of  his 
actions.” 

As  early  as  1737  the  county  had  intended  to  bar  Greeks,  Armenians 
and  Jews  from  dealing  in  wine,  except  for  those  who  possessed  Polish 
passports  and  had  come  to  obtain  kosher  wine.  This  regulation  was  well 
known,  and  it  was  cited  as  late  as  1 840.  At  the  outset,  the  Jews  were 
mentioned  together  with  the  other  peoples,  but  with  the  passage  of  time 
these  others  were  gradually  pushed  out  by  competition  and  their  impor- 
tance in  the  wine  industry  diminished  considerably.  Laws  which  enabled 
free  trade  were  enacted  in  the  days  of  Joseph  II,  and  the  historian  Antal 
Szirmay  of  Zemplen,  who  was  also  an  authority  on  viniculture,  commen- 
ted that  during  the  time  of  the  king,  when  trade  in  the  asu  grapes  was 
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should  understand  the  prayers.  He  also  expounded  the  need  to  teach 
European  languages  — German,  English  and  French.  Most  of  the 
changes  which  he  advocated  dealt  with  the  training  of  rabbis,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  presented  a memorandum  to  the  Prince  Palatine  (nador)  Josef 
in  1806  in  which  he  detailed  the  program  of  studies,  living  ac- 
commondations  in  a dormitory, etc. In  addition  to  their  religious 
studies  at  the  rabbinical  seminaries  were  to  study  German,  Latin,  the 

language  of  the  country  (the  Hapsburg  empire  comprised  many  lands), 
geometry,  astronomy,  physics,  geography,  history,  oratorical  arts  and 
philosophy.  The  studies  were  to  continue  until  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
beyond,  unless  the  youth  was  married  at  that  age.  Deliberations  on  the 
memorandum  continued  for  some  years,  until  in  1813  it  was  finally 
decided  to  reject  it  because  of  inability  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
program.  The  authorities  maintained  that  because  of  the  general  taxes, 
and  especially  the  tolerance  tax,  the  Jews  were  unable  to  bear  any  ad- 
ditional burden.  His  failure  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  difficulties  in  main- 
taining his  family,  embittered  Rabbi  David's  life.  A number  of  rabbis 
harassed  him  because  of  his  unconventional  ideas.  It  was  under  these 
conditions,  and  even  before  publication  of  his  book,  Mosedot  Tevel,  that 
he  came  to  Ujhely  where  he  served  as  a day  an  in  the  rabbinical  court  of 
Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum.  For  some  years  he  also  had  a hand  in  the  wine 
business.  It  appears  that  he  completed  the  writing  of  his  second  book  in 
Ujhely,  and  when  it  was  finished  he  sought  and  obtained  approval  of  the 
volume  from  several  rabbis,  such  as  Hatam  Sofer,  Rabbi  Kirshaber,  of 
Paks,  as  well  as  Rabbi  Moses,  whose  approval  included  the  following: 
Diligent  and  well-versed  in  all  the  secrets  of  the  Torah,  a man  of  many 
deeds,  moved  by  the  spirit  of  God  to  conduct  himself  with  truth  and 
justice...  possessed  of  ability  and  strength  in  many  fields  of  wisdom;  for 
lack  of  space  we  cannot  go  on...  He  labored  over  the  publication  of  his 
book  in  Vienna  for  four  years.  He  never  occupied  a rabbinical  position, 
and  died  in  1828  in  Gyulafehervar,  where  he  was  buried. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  his  writings  he  condemned  Hasidism 
and  the  distribution  of  charms.  Did  this  escape  the  eye  of  Rabbi 
Moses?  And  were  Hatam  Sofer  and  the  other  rabbis  who  gave  their  ap- 
proval, in  agreement  with  him  in  the  matter  of  his  program  for  the 
training  of  rabbis  and  the  teaching  of  secular  studies? 

The  writings  of  David  ben  Meir  Hacohen  Friesenhausen,  the  dayan  in 
Ujhely,  are  worthy  of  republication,  especially  Kelil  ha-Heshbon,  which 
could  prove  of  interest  to  both  youth  and  intellectuals  because  of  its 
literary  form,  its  interesting  didactic  method,  and  the  exercises  connected 
in  part  with  halacha  and  tradition. 
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admonition  not  to  follow  the  ways  of  the  gentiles.  He  based  most  of  his 
suggestions  for  renovation  on  a traditional  basis,  citing  appropriate 
authorities  from  the  literature  of  the  sages,  but  the  Hatam  Sofer  came  out 
squarely  against  all  the  proposed  changes.  The  Homonna  rabbi  left 
Hungary,  moving  to  Berlin  and  then  to  Vienna,  where  he  wished  to 
establish  a reform  synagogue,  and  invited  Rabbi  Aaron  Chorin  to  become 
preacher. 

Among  those  who  paved  the  way  toward  religious  regeneration  was 
David  Friesenhausen,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria  (1750??),  and  until  the 
age  of  30  studied  Talmud  and  both  the  early  and  latter  day  poskim  (rab- 
binic authorities  who  rule  on  halachic  questions).  His  Hebrew  style  was 
smooth  and  readable.  He  also  wrote  poetry,  and  his  erudition  was 
celebrated.  After  some  dozens  of  years  devoted  to  holy  studies,  he  decided 
to  veer  to  secular  wisdom,  and  spent  ten  years  studying  mathematics, 
mechanics  and  optics.  The  result  was  two  works:  Kelil  ha-Heshbon,  a 
Hebrew  manual  on  algebra  and  geometry,  and  Mosedot  Tevel,  a treatise 
on  astronomy.  The  first  appeared  in  Berlin  in  1796  with  the  approval  of 
the  rabbi  and  bet  din  of  that  kehilla.  It  was  intended  to  help  his  contem- 
poraries understand  the  wisdom  of  the  sages  and  various  Talmudic 
problems  and  halachic  judgments  related  to  mathematics  and  geometry. 
The  writer  commented  that  he  was  distressed  by  the  lack  of  secular 
knowledge  among  religious  Jews,  and  on  the  basis  of  a ruling  from  Rabbi 
Moses  Isserles,  began  to  devote  his  time  to  study  of  science.  He  reached  a 
level  which  enabled  him  to  explain  all  Talmudic  problems  and  halachic 
judgments  of  the  Rambam  and  others  which  were  connected  with  com- 
putation. In  the  book  he  gave  mathematical  explanations  for  twenty-one 
problems,  emphasizing  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  cover  all  the 
mathematics  known  during  that  period,  but  only  those  subjects  without 
which  those  problems  could  not  be  understood.  The  book  contains  seven 
chapters,  including:  the  four  arithmetical  functions,  linear  equations,  sim- 
ple and  decimal  fractions,  quadratic  equations,  basic  concepts  in 
geometry,  the  employment  of  algebra  in  the  solution  of  geometric 
problems,  mathematical  and  geometric  tables,  logarithms,  cubic  root,  and 
cubic  equations.  The  book  contains  solutions  to  many  problems,  with  the 
help  of  which,  the  author  demonstrated  various  mathematical  principles 
as  well  as  the  Talmudic  problems  which  he  presented. 

Mosedot  Tevel  was  published  several  years  later,  in  1820,  in  Vienna.  It 
dealt  with  organization  in  space  according  to  the  Copernican  system,  also 
offered  proof  of  the  eleventh  axiom  of  Euclid,  and  finally  contained  the 
author’s  testament,  affirming  the  existence  of  God,  prophecy  and  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul.  He  extolled  education  of  children  and  emphasized 
the  teaching  of  Hebrew  and  grammar  to  both  boys  and  girls  so  that  they 
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Rabbi  Jeremiah  Loew  assumed  the  rabbinical  post,  he  sought  to  reduce 
the  number  of  visitors  to  the  grave.  Rabbi  Loew  had  been  educated  in 
western  Hungary  and  did  not  subscribe  to  the  idea  that  a person’s  grave 
should  be  an  object  for  pilgrimages.  At  one  time  he  even  considered 
calling  upon  the  police  to  close  the  road  leading  to  the  cemetery.  The 
Zaddik’s  grave  continued  to  draw  an  ever- increasing  number  of  people, 
however,  and  from  the  end  of  the  last  century  Ujhely  became  ac- 
customed to  the  sight  of  crowds  on  the  yahrzeit  day.  On  that  day  the  city 
assumed  a different  appearance,  as  hordes  of  people  poured  out  of  the 
trains.  During  the  twenties  of  this  century,  the  border  with 
Czechoslovakia,  at  the  city’s  eastern  boundary,  was  opened  so  that  Jews 
could  cross  over  without  transit  documents.  (From  the  personal  recollec- 
tions of  the  author.)  The  cemetery  was  opened  from  the  early  morning 
hours,  and  a market  for  holy  books  and  religious  calendars  was  conduc- 
ted on  the  narrow  approach  street.  Admission  fees  were  collected  at  the 
gate,  and  the  tickets  were  given  to  the  guards  at  the  entrance  to  the  ohel. 
A scribe, seated  at  a table  at  the  entrance,wrote  out  the  supplications  for 
those  who  could  not  write  in  the  holy  tongue.  Others  brought  their  en- 
treaties, and  those  of  others,  with  them,  already  written  out.  Still  others 
wrote  their  requests  on  the  wall,  where  they  remained  until  they  faded 
with  time. 

Two  contemporaries  who  stood  out  in  contrast  to  Rabbi  Moses 
Teitelbaum  in  Zemplen  were  Eliezer  Ze’ev  Liebermann,  rabbi  of 
Homonna,  who  came  into  conflict  with  the  Hatam  Sofer,  and  David  ben 
Meir  Hacohen  Friesenhausen,  a dayan  in  Ujhely,  a great  scholar  and  an 
outstanding  personality  in  his  time,  who  never  attained  the  recognition 
due  him  for  his  qualities  and  his  scientific  work. 

Rabbi  Eliezer  Liebermann  became  a party  to  the  bitter  debate  about 
the  Haskalah  and  the  reform  movement  which  erupted  in  Hungary  at 
that  time,  and  in  which  Rabbi  Aaron  Chorin  of  Arad  and  Rabbi  Moses 
Kunitz  of  Buda  were  prominent.  Rabbi  Eliezer  was  a reformer,  and  in  his 
essay.  Or  Nogah  (Light  of  Distress),  he  demanded  changes  in  the  external 
forms  of  the  worship  in  the  synagogue.  He  maintained  that  Jewish  youth 
no  longer  understood  the  content  of  the  prayers  or  of  the  rabbi’s  sermons. 
Instead  of  the  halachic  disputations,  the  rabbis  should  teach  faith,  ethics, 
love  of  the  homeland  and  loyalty  to  the  government.  Jews  who  were 
abandoning  Judaism  should  be  returned  in  pleasant  manner  and  by 
changes  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  rather  than  be  subjec- 
ted to  excommunication  and  ostracism.  It  was  no  longer  sufficient  to 
know  only  Torah  and  tradition;  the  Jews  should  also  acquire  a general 
education.  He  gave  as  an  example  the  pleasant  appearance  of  worship  in 
the  Christian  church,  and  in  his  opinion  this  was  not  in  conflict  with  the 
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similar  manner  was  always  immaculate  in  dress  and  appearance.  He  was 
pleasant  and  courteous  toward  his  pupils,  and  was  never  arrogant. 

His  contemporaries  said  of  him  that  he  had  the  soul  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  for  throughout  his  life  he  mourned  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  particularly  during  the  three  weeks  preceding  the  Ninth 
of  Ab  (the  period  leading  up  to  the  destruction  of  the  Temple).  He  firmly 
believed  in  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  in  his  lifetime,  and  therefore 
refused  to  move  from  his  ramshackle  home,  citing  from  the  sages:  “If 
someone  should  offer  you  a plot  of  land  worth  a thousand  dinars,  for  a 
price  of  only  one  dinar,  do  not  take  it,”  which  Rashi  explained  as  im- 
minence of  the  redemption,  in  which  case  even  the  single  dinar  would  be 
lost.  Upon  retiring  at  night  he  always  put  on  his  best  holiday  attire,  and 
left  his  walking  stick  by  his  bedside,  lest  he  be  delayed  in  hurrying  to 
greet  the  Messiah. 

Contrary  to  the  usual  practice  among  many  Hasidim  since  the  days  of 
the  Besht,  Rabbi  Moses  did  not  smoke  a pipe,  nor  did  he  inhale  snuff  on 
the  Sabbath.  Like  the  Mitnagdim,  he  abstained  from  strong  drink.  His 
wife  died  in  1 840,  and  a year  later,  after  he  had  gone  to  the  brit  (circum- 
cision) of  his  great-grandson,  he  passed  away. 

The  emotional  exaltation  and  piety  of  Hasidism  did  not  blur  his  at- 
titude to  halacha.  Opposition  to  halachic  disputation  developed  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Hasidic  movement,  when  study  of  ethics  and  the 
Shulhan  Arukh  alone  were  considered  compulsory,  whereas  study  of  the 
Talmud,  it  was  said,  for  all  its  virtue,  could  make  the  Hasid  too  con- 
ceited. Even  during  the  time  of  Rabbi  Moses’s  teacher,  the  Seer  of  Lublin, 
there  was  bitter  controversy  with  regard  to  theoretical  studies,  but  the 
rabbi  of  Ujhely  was  a perfect  blend  of  scholarship  and  traditional  intellec- 
tualism  with  the  emotional  excitement  of  Hasidism.  This  tendency  was 
indicated  in  his  book  of  responsa.  Hay  shiv  Moshe.  From  his  early  youth 
Rabbi  Moses  had  begun  to  give  replies  to  queries  sent  from  as  far  away 
as  Warsaw  to  this  resident  of  the  small  and  out-of-the-way  village  of 
Sieniawa.  The  responsa  were  published  by  his  grandson.  Rabbi  Yekutiel 
Yehuda  in  1866,  twenty-five  years  after  his  grandfather’s  death. 

The  day  of  his  death,  July  16,  1841,  was  a Sabbath.  Thousands  par- 
ticipated in  his  funeral.  Three  weeks  later  the  Hevra  Kaddisha  decided  to 
erect  an  ohel  over  his  grave,  that  of  his  wife,  and  Rabbi  Alexander  Sen- 
der, of  Komarno.  The  synagogue  officials,  Jacob  ZinneK?)  and  Marcus 
Schweiger  were  put  in  charge.  Within  the  year  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  keeping  of  the  keys,  and  an  entrance  fee  of  eighteen  kreuzers  was 
established.  The  ohel  was  ready  on  the  first  yahrzeit  (anniversary  of  the 
death).  Evidence  in  1859  indicated  that  some  600-700  Jews,  even  from 
Galicia  and  Russia,  came  to  prostrate  themselves  on  the  grave.  After 
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healthy  all  his  days.  As  noted  his  schedule  was  arranged  to  provide  fixed 
times  for  study,  for  teaching,  and  for  matters  involving  members  of  his 
kehilla  or  other  Jews  who  came  to  him  in  time  of  need.  He  spent  much 
time  in  his  simply  furnished  room,  lined  with  books.  His  daily  program 
began  at  dawn  and  ended  in  the  late  hours  of  the  night.  He  was  busy  and 
active  during  all  the  hours  in  between.  He  spent  much  time  at  his  mor- 
ning and  evening  prayers.  His  entire  being  was  the  embodiment  of 
devoutness  which  transformed  man‘s  approach  to  his  Creator  into  the 
central  value  in  his  life. 

Until  the  morning  prayer.  Rabbi  Moses  studied  the  revealed  lore 
(Torah,  Talmud,  Halacha),  and  thereafter  the  Hidden  Lore  (Kabbalah). 
Upon  completing  his  studies  he  donned  tallit  and  tefillin,  and  remained 
immersed  in  prayer  until  after  midday.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Ari 
(Rabbi  Isaac  Luria),  the  intense  concentration  of  the  worshipper  served  as 
a Godly  radiance, a reflection  of  God  in  the  words  and  the  letters, trans- 
forming prayer  in  public,  which  is  a principle  in  Jewish  tradition,  into 
prayer  of  the  individual,  without  violating  the  original  group  com- 
position. Rabbi  Moses  therefore  used  to  pray  in  his  own  room,  with  the 
minyan  gathered  in  the  adjoining  room.  He  would  shorten  the  time  spent 
in  prayer  only  on  the  Sabbath  and  on  holidays,  so  that  guests  at  dinner 
would  not  be  kept  waiting.  The  kehilla  leadership  once  complained  about 
this  habit  of  private  worship,  in  which  he  would  answer  “amen”  or 
listen  to  the  reading  of  the  Torah  from  another  room.  To  this  he  replied 
that  he  looked  upon  the  separate  room  as  his  private  Land  of  Israel,  and 
surely  they  would  not  banish  him  from  there  in  his  old  age.  The  com- 
munity leadership  yielded.  The  Zaddik's  answer  may  be  regarded  as  an 
expression,  in  normal  speech,  of  the  outlook  of  the  Ari,  seeking  to  fuse 
individual  prayer  with  joint  public  prayer,  yet  without  affecting  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  individual  in  the  Jewish  people  as  a whole,  including  its 
prayers.  After  the  morning  prayer  he  would  have  a bit  of  bread  in  wine, 
take  care  of  the  needs  of  the  public,  utter  his  afternoon  prayers,  and  then 
return  to  his  lessons.  Toward  evening  he  would  immerse  himself  in  the 
evening  prayers  until  midnight,  and  only  then  would  he  have  his  main 
meal. 

As  a rule.  Rabbi  Moses  refrained  from  many  Hasidic  customs  which 
were  followed  by  the  Admorim.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  punctilious  in 
observing  all  the  commandments,  the  weighty  and  the  trivial  alike.  He 
was  especially  painstaking  during  the  Passover.  He  ate  matza  (unleavened 
bread)  only  on  the  two  nights  of  the  Seder,  and  took  great  care  in 
preparation  of  the  matza.  He  considered  it  necessary  to  observe  even  the 
most  minute  of  details  to  be  found  in  any  ruling.  He  was  scrupulously 
careful  in  the  arrangement  of  his  writings  in  his  desk  drawers,  and  in 
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Rabbi  Jacob  Isaac  who  came  there  was  Rabbi  Alexander  Sender,  of 
Komarno,  who  frequently  visited  Hasidim  in  Hungary  and  in  Ujhely.  On 
his  last  trip,  in  1818,  he  died  suddenly,  and  Rabbi  Moses  eulogized  him. 
Rabbi  Alexander  found  his  final  resting  place  in  the  Ujhely  cemetery,  and 
when  the  end  came  for  the  rabbi  of  Ujhely,  he  was  buried  in  a grave  ad- 
jacent to  that  of  Rabbi  Alexander  Sender.  Thus  it  is  that  today  there  are 
three  graves  in  the  famous  ohel  of  the  old  cemetery  in  the  city:  Rabbi 
Moses  and  his  wife,  Haya  Sara,  and  Rabbi  Alexander  Sender  of 
Komarno. 

Rabbi  Moses  was  a splendid  preacher,  and  delivered  many  sermons  to 
his  congregation  throughout  his  incumbency.  He  prepared  every  talk 
very  carefully,  and  some  of  them  lasted  for  hours  on  end;  his  auditors 
never  tired  of  hearing  him.  He  always  made  mention  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Holy  Temple,  followed  by  dispersion  of  our  people  among  the 
nations.  He  felt  the  extent  of  the  catastrophe  in  every  fiber  of  his  being; 
his  eyes  would  fill  with  tears,  and  the  congregation  wept  with  him.  He 
had  a talent  for  clarifying  symbols,  and  the  lessons  to  be  learned  from 
them.  For  example,  in  his  view  there  were  three  reasons  why  a Jew 
wears  a kittel  (white  robe)  on  Yom  Kippur:  firstly,  it  corresponded  to  the 
white  garment  worn  by  the  high  priest  who,  by  his  sacrifices  on  that  day, 
sought  atonement  for  all  the  children  of  Israel.  Inasmuch  as  the  Temple 
no  longer  existed,  each  one  must  purify  the  Temple  within  himself,  as  if 
he  were  the  high  priest.  Secondly,  this  is  the  garment  of  the  dead,  and  it 
arouses  feelings  of  penitence.  Thirdly,  dressed  in  a tallit  (prayer  shawl) 
and  kittel,  every  Jew  will  some  day  stand  before  the  court  on  high,  but 
by  that  time  it  will  be  too  late  for  atonement,  whereas  here  and  now  con- 
fession can  still  bring  pardon  and  forgiveness.  Rabbi  Moses  made 
frequent  use  of  parables  as  a method  of  moral  instruction,  with  the  lesson 
to  be  learned  from  them. 

The  respect  paid  to  him  from  outside  of  Ujhely  was  reflected  also  on 
all  the  Jews  of  the  country,  on  the  Mitnagdim,  and  even  on  those  Jews 
who  were  already  tending  toward  liberalization  and  reform.  Rabbi  Moses 
did  not  reproach  his  people.  Except  for  severe  demands  which  he  made 
upon  himself,  he  served  as  a vigorous  defender  of  Israel.  With  great 
daring,  he  was  ready  to  make  a case  against  the  Holy  One  when  on  one 
holiday  night  he  spoke  out  and  proclaimed:  “One  and  the  many  — the 
halacha  rules  according  to  the  many”,  and  he  added:  “The  Holy  One, 
blessed  be  He  is  one,  and  we  are  the  many.  The  Halacha  therefore  favors 
our  ruling:  we  decree  well  being  for  the  people  of  Israel.”  There  is 
nothing  too  lofty  or  too  exalted,  when  hair-splitting  argumentation  is 
combined  with  the  folksiness  of  Hasidism. 

Despite,  or  possibly  because  of  his  personal  austerity.  Rabbi  Moses  was 
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receive  the  petitioners  who  came  to  him.  He  also  began  to  distribute 
charms,  hesitantly  at  first,  until  he  became  convinced  that  he  was  doing 
the  right  thing.  Yet  he  always  emphasized  that  he  was  giving  the  amulet 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  God  alone  could  help.  The  charm  would  be  of 
no  avail  unless  the  recipient  believed  in  its  efficacy.  Many  regarded  the 
dispensation  of  charms  as  shameful,  and  the  local  authorities  in  Ujhely 
were  not  happy  about  the  matter  because  he  gave  them  to  Jewish 
soldiers,  as  well  as  to  those  who  sought  to  evade  military  service.  The 
kehilla  finally  asked  him  to  desist.  Despite  mishaps  such  as  these,  Jews 
continued  to  come  to  him.  The  Hatam  Sofer,  too,  asked  Rabbi  Mo- 
ses to  pray  for  the  health  of  his  ill  son. 

A legend  prevalent  among  both  Jews  and  gentiles  in  Ujhely  told  that 
the  great  leader  of  the  Hungarian  Revolution,  Lajos  Kossuth,  was  cured 
of  an  illness  thanks  to  Rabbi  Moses.  At  the  age  of  nine  Kossuth  came 
down  with  an  ailment  that  his  physicians  could  not  cure.  Over  the  objec- 
tions of  her  husband,  the  boy’s  mother  turned  in  desperation  to  the  Zad- 
dik  in  Ujhely,  since  the  Kossuth  family  came  from  Zemplen.  When  they 
came  to  him  the  Zaddik  inquired  as  to  the  boy’s  name,  and  when  he 
heard  that  it  was  Kossuth,  he  blessed  him  with  the  Hebrew  words  from 
the  Psalms  (60. 6): “Thou  hast  given  a banner  to  them  that  fear  Thee,  that 
it  may  be  displayed,  because  of  the  truth.”  The  Hebrew  word  for 
“truth”,  (koshet),  in  the  Psalm,  is  similar  to  Kossuth.  The  lad  was  cured, 
and  lived  to  raise  the  banner  of  revolt  for  Hungarian  freedom  from 
Austrian  oppression.  The  noted  statesman,  who  became  the  regent  of 
Hungary,  never  forgot  the  favor  bestowed  on  him  by  the  Zaddik  from 
Ujhely,  and  his  childhood  memory  of  the  thrilling  scene  when  the  rabbi 
laid  hands  on  his  head  and  blessed  him,  was  doubtless  reflected  later  in 
his  attitude  to  the  Jews. 

Though  he  was  a Hasid,  Rabbi  Moses  continued  his  close  contact  with 
the  Hatam  Sofer.  Every  approach  to  him  met  with  a response,  and  he 
had  a faithful  partner  in  the  struggle  against  the  beginnings  of 
liberalization  in  Judaism.  The  set  of  regulations  which  he  issued  for  the 
kehilla  when  he  assumed  the  rabbinical  post  in  Ujhely  was  an  attempt  to 
seal  up  every  crack  in  the  wall  of  halacha,  especially  regarding  violation 
of  the  Sabbath  and  laws  of  kashrut,  and  was  against  the  free  and  easy 
ways  that  had  already  begun  to  spread  among  the  youth.  Purpose  of  the 
regulations  was  to  provide  the  kehilla  with  a firm  foundation  of  the 
traditions  which  the  Jews  had  received  from  their  forefathers,  and  to  dam 
up  the  flood  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  already 
threatened  the  walls  of  traditional  Judaism.  In  the  tenth  year  of  his 
ministry  in  Ujhely  a body  of  Hasidim,  attracted  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Seer  of  Lublin,  had  already  crystallized  in  the  city.  Another  pupil  of 
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Lublin.  Rabbi  Jacob  Isaac  was  a poor  man,  known  also  as  the  Prophet 
of  Lublin.  He  taught  that  because  of  man’s  insignificance  he  must  con- 
stantly seek  to  improve  himself  for  the  great  redemption,  when  he  would 
stand  before  his  Creator.  The  Seer  struck  roots  in  Jewish  public  life,  and 
left  behind  him  many  dissertations,  interpretations  of  the  Bible  and 
ethical  commentaries.  Rabbi  Moses  was  deeply  influenced  by  his  per- 
sonality, and  became  his  disciple.  They  met  three  times.  After  Lublin, 
Rabbi  Moses  went  to  the  Maggid  of  Koznitz  and  the  Admor  of 
Rymanow,  but  he  held  the  Seer  in  esteem  over  all  the  Hasidim  of  the 
generation,  and  so  long  as  Rabbi  Jacob  Isaac  was  alive.  Rabbi  Moshe 
himself  did  not  wish  to  be  called  Admor.  He  used  to  say  that  if  Jacob 
Isaac  had  lived  in  the  Land  of  Israel,  he  would  have  risen  to  the  level  of 
Isaiah,  the  prophet.  After  he  became  a Hasid,  and  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice.  Rabbi  Moshe  continued  to  observe  every  law  and  custom 
meticulously.  He  was  never  tardy  for  prayer,  as  were  the  Hasidim.  He 
had  constant  differences  of  opinion  with  his  son-in-law.  In  essence  he  did 
not  change  his  ways,  and  to  the  end  of  his  life  remained  a man  of  the 
Shulhan  Arukh. 

Rabbi  Moses  attached  great  importance  to  his  dreams,  and  saw  in 
them  inspiration  from  on  high.  He  analyzed  them,  seeking  solutions  to 
his  doubts  in  matters  of  ethics,  human  behavior,  and  even  solutions  to 
problems  of  Torah  and  halacha.  His  most  beautiful  dream  was  marked 
by  a symbolic  significance  and  at  the  same  time  a great  human  truth. 
Perhaps  it  was  not  a dream  at  all  but  a device  he  used  to  explain  a point. 
In  the  dream,  he  was  taken  to  visit  the  Garden  of  Eden,  where  the  Tan  - 
nainiXosichtrs  during  the  Mishna  period)were.He  was  brought  to  a large 
and  pleasant  building  in  which  was  a sage,  studying  at  a readers  stand, 
and  his  escort  informed  him  that  the  scholar  was  one  of  the  Tannaim, 
creators  of  the  Mishna.  Rabbi  Moses  expressed  surprise  that  this  was 
what  the  Paradise  of  the  Tannaim  was  like,  for  facilities  like  this  were 
available  on  the  earth  below.  Replied  his  escort,  the  angel:“Do  you 
imagine  that  this  Tanna  is  in  the  Garden  of  Eden?  The  Garden  of  Eden  is 
located  in  him,  deep  within  his  heart.”  There  can  be  no  better  illustration 
of  how  the  Hasid  utilizes  his  own  mysticism  to  give  expression  to  an  ab- 
stract human  thought. 

Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  moved  to  Ujhely  in  1808.  He  delivered  his 
model  sermon  on  the  Sabbath  of  the  Torah  portion  Nahamu,  and  was  ac- 
cepted as  spiritual  leader  of  the  yeshiva.  He  established  a yeshiva,  and 
Hasidim  began  to  gather  around,  seeking  advice  and  aid.  At  the  outset  he 
refrained  from  serving  as  a “miracle  worker”,  and  used  to  send  those 
seeking  such  deeds  to  others,  especially  to  Lublin  and  Rymanow.  With 
the  death  of  the  two  Admorim  there  in  1815,  he  could  no  longer  refuse  to 
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writing  out  his  daily  schedule,  even  providing  time  for  thought  as  to  how 
to  administer  the  kehilla.  He  placed  special  emphasis  on  education  for  the 
young.  He  was  a lover  of  peace  and  sought  justice.  When  he  was  appoin- 
ted to  the  position  of  community  rabbi,  he  recorded  his  plans  in  a little 
notebook  which  was  later  discovered,  copied  and  published.  Among  the 
items  was  notation  regarding  the  need  for  sermons  on  the  Sabbath  and 
on  the  eve  of  holidays  regarding  the  laws  in  the  Shulhan  Arukh.  He 
sought  to  assure  the  kashrut  of  foods,  of  teflllin  (phylacteries)  and  matters 
concerning  the  Passover.  He  wished  to  be  strict  with  all  the  mitzvot  both 
those  in  the  Bible,  and  those  commanded  by  the  rabbis,  and  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  religious  judges.  He  watched  over  the  work  of  ritual 
slaughterers,  to  assure  that  meat  was  readied  in  accordance  with  all  the 
religious  requirements.  He  attached  importance  to  negotiation  in  good 
faith,  demanded  honesty  in  weights  and  measures,  emphasized  the  ban 
on  interest,  pursued  peace  and  unity,  among  other  things.  Most  impor- 
tant, he  insisted  on  setting  aside  a special  time  each  week  on  Wed- 
nesdays, after  midnight,  to  consider  what  required  change  or  im- 
provement. 

He  organized  his  study  program  in  the  same  way  and  each  field  of 
study  had  its  allotted  time.  His  lessons  were  prepared  in  advance.  His 
congregation  was  not  wealthy,  and  so  his  livelihood  was  meager.  He  was 
ascetic  and  afflicted  himself  with  periodic  fasts.  His  reputation  quickly 
spread  throughout  the  Jewish  world,  and  many  rabbis  turned  to  him  for 
guidance,  despite  the  fact  that  he  ministered  in  a small  and  depressed 
town. 

By  nature.  Rabbi  Teitelbaum  was  a Mitnaged,  but  his  heart  drew  him 
to  the  Hasidim,  and  during  his  stay  in  Sieniawa  he  revealed  himself  to 
them,  like  Rabbi  Elimelech  of  Lyzhansk,  but  his  oppositionist  feelings 
prevailed  over  him.  Many  in  the  kehilla  sought  to  persuade  him  to  go  to 
Rabbi  Elimelech,  but  he  rejected  these  requests,  and  the  two  never  met. 
Later  he  regretted  this,  and  as  an  act  of  contrition  he  saw  to  it  that  Rabbi 
Elimelech's  writings  were  published.  As  fate  would  have  it,  his  only 
daughter  married  a young  Hasidic  scholar,  Rabbi  Aryeh  Leib  Lipschutz, 
one  of  the  pupils  of  Rabbi  Jacob  Isaac  Halevi  Horowitz,  known  as  the 
Seer  of  Lublin.  The  son-in-law  later  became  widely  known  as  the  Admor 
of  Vizhnitz,  who  from  the  very  beginnings  of  his  relationship  with  the 
family  exhorted  his  father-in-law  to  go  to  Lublin.  For  Rabbi  Moses  the 
transition  was  accompanied  by  much  hesitation  and  gnawing  doubt,  for 
he  was  not  happy  with  actions  of  the  Hasidim  which  transgressed  certain 
specific  laws.  Primarily,  he  could  not  understand  their  rejoicing  during 
most  of  the  year,  for  surely  man  should  be  distressed  because  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Temple.  With  heavy  doubts  he  went  to  the  Seer  of 


70 


of  the  world” 

The  true  beginnings  of  Hasidism  in  Hungary  can  be  traced  to  two  Zqd- 
dikim.  One  was  Rabbi  Yizhak  Isaac  Taub,  born  in  1751  in  the  city  of 
Szerencs  in  the  county  of  Zemplen,  who  studied  at  the  Bet  Midrash  of 
Rabbi  Schmelke  of  Nicholsburg,  and  Rabbi  Elimelech  of  Lzhansk,  among 
the  very  first  teachers  of  Hasidism.  Rabbi  Yizhak  was  an  authority  on  the 
Mishna  and  on  Foskim  (literature  on  halachic  matters).  He  became  a 
rabbi  in  Kallo,  in  the  county  of  Szabolcs,  ministering  there  until  his  death 
in  1822.  He  was  well  known  for  his  melodies,  which  survived  in  many 
Hasidic  communities,  and  Jews  of  Hungarian  origin  will  know  the  song, 
‘The  Rooster  Called”. 

The  other  was  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum,  who  was  invited  to  serve  as 
rabbi  of  the  Ujhely  kehilla,  and  is  also  recognized  as  the  founder  of 
Hasidism  in  Hungary. 

Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  was  descended  from  the  Rema,  (Rabbi  Moses 
ben  Israel  Isserles  of  the  sixteenth  century)  famous  for  his  Mappah,  which 
added  explanations  and  customs  of  European  scholars  to  Joseph  Caro’s 
Shulhan  Arukh,  in  which  Sephardi  practice  was  codified.  With  the 
Rema’s  additions,  the  Shulhan  Arukh  was  acceptable  to  all  communities 
throughout  the  Diaspora,  and  it  became  the  accepted  book  of  Jewish 
religious  practices.  Rabbi  Teitelbaum  was  born  in  Przemysl  in  Galicia  in 
1 759,  the  son  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch,  a merchant  who  later  became  a rabbi. 
Young  Moses  established  a reputation  as  a child  prodigy.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  was  married  to  Haya  Sarah,  daughter  of  a wine  merchant, 
who  came  to  Hungary  each  year  to  purchase  wine.  When  the  merchant 
returned  from  his  journey,  he  would  seat  himself  in  the  Bet  Midrash  and 
devote  himself  to  his  studies,  leaving  the  sale  of  wine  in  his  tavern  to  his 
wife  and  daughter.  The  young  bridegroom  did  not  remain  in  his  home, 
but  returned  to  the  yeshiva,  and  only  at  the  age  of  sixteen  did  he  come 
back  to  his  father-in-law’s  house.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  conducted  a 
yeshiva,  and  it  was  told  of  him  that  he  knew  800  pages  of  the  Talmud  by 
heart.  Within  a few  years  the  father-in-law  passed  away,  and  the  support 
of  the  family  fell  on  the  boy’s  shoulders.  The  young  couple  lived  in  great 
distress  from  the  meager  estate  left  them. 

In  1785  Rabbi  Moses  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  kehilla  at  Sieniawa 
to  serve  as  their  rabbi,  succeeding  Rabbi  Samuel.  The  young  rabbi  was 
extremely  devoted  to  his  community,  delivered  many  sermons  on  the 
Sabbaths  and  on  holidays,  taught  his  flock  Torah  and  derech  eretz 
(respect,  good  manners  and  politeness),  ethics  and  justice  in  work  and  in 
trade.  He  set  up  a code  of  regulations  for  his  kehilla  and  asked  his  mem- 
bers to  conduct  themselves  according  to  the  highest  of  standards.  From 
his  earliest  years  he  was  an  organized  and  orderly  person,  faithfully 
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during  his  service  in  the  rabbinate  (1799-1809)  made  frequent  visits  to 
him.  During  one  of  these  trips  the  rabbi  of  Mad  disappeared  in  the  thick 
forests  of  the  Carpathian  Mountains,  and  was  never  heard  from  again.  ^ 
According  to  another  version,  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  rabbi  of  Pr- 
zytyk,and  since  members  of  the  party  took  different  paths  through  the 
mountains,  the  rabbi  was  separated  from  his  group.  It  is  to  be  assumed 
that  he  was  a victim  of  bandits,  or  anti-Semitic  peasants.  The  rabbi  of 
Homonna,  Rabbi  Jacob  Schapira,  was  also  a hasid  of  Rabbi  Menahem 
Mendel,  and  went  to  see  him  together  with  a large  group  of  followers. 
He  was  not  the  only  one  of  the  rabbis  from  northeastern  Hungary  who 
reached  Rymanow.  Rabbi  Ezekiel  ben  Joseph  Panet,  (a  zealous  follower 
of  Rabbi  Yizhak  Isaac  of  Kalov)  who  came  from  Poland  to  occupy  the 
rabbinical  post  in  the  Tarcal  kehilla  in  1813,  was  also  considered  a 
follower  of  the  Rymanow  court,  as  was  his  successor,  Rabbi  Haim 
Joseph  Gottlieb.  ^ Upon  the  death  of  Rabbi  Menahem  Mendel,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Rabbi  Naphtali  Zvi  Horowitz  of  Ropczyce  (1815).  The 
rabbi  of  Tarcal,  and  the  well  known  Mad  Hasid  at  that  time,  Rabbi  Mor- 
dechai  Zvi  Schwartz,  who  was  known  as  an  “unrevealed  Zaddik"  (his 
widow  married  the  Zaddik  of  Kallo),  as  well  as  Rabbi  Abraham  Yehuda 
Schwartz,  a native  of  Mad,  and  his  son  and  successor.  Rabbi  Naphtali 
Schwartz,  were  all  Ropczyce  Hasidim.  ^ 

Rabbi  Amram  Rosenbaum,  rabbi  in  Mad  during  the  years  1820-26, 
went  to  Palestine,  and  contrary  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Hatam 
Sofer,  settled  in  Safed  rather  than  in  Jerusalem,  which  was  at  that  time 
filled  with  opponents  of  the  Hasidim  from  the  Beth  Midrash  of  the  Vilna 
Gaon,  head  of  the  Mitnagdim.  Little  wonder,  therefore,  that  a man  under 
the  influence  of  Galician  Hasidism  should  prefer  the  Galilee  city,  home  of 
the  Ari,  the  Kabbalist  and  spiritual  father  of  Hasidism. 

Another  “unrevealed  Zaddik\  Rabbi  Mordechai,  made  his  home  in 
Bodrogkeresztiir,  where  he  was  a teacher.  Still  another  “unrevealed  Zad- 
dik\  Rabbi  Haim,  from  a village  in  Galicia,  came  as  an  emissary  of  the 
Besht.  Ujhely  was  not  lacking  in  its  own  “unrevealed  Zaddik'  the  dayan 
(rabbinical  judge)  Rabbi  Leibush  Halevi,  who  came  to  the  city  at  the 
same  time  as  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum.  ^ Rabbi  Abraham  Friedman, 
father  of  the  Adrnor  (title  of  a Hasidic  rabbi)  from  Liszka,  was  in  his  day 
considered  one  of  the  leaders  of  Hasidism  in  Ujhely  before  Rabbi 
Teitelbaum  arrived  and  began  to  conduct  affairs  according  to  Hasidic 
custom. 

Rabbi  Meir  Treitel,  another  “unrevealed  Zaddik \ was  buried  in 
Sztropko,  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  county. The  Besht  wrote  about 
Rabbi  Mordechai,  of  Keresztur:  “In  a few  days  I shall  be  revealed,  and 
my  friend.  Rabbi  Haim,  will  not  be  disclosed;  yet  he  is  a Zaddik,  a pillar 
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Jewish  cemetery  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  where  Rabbi  Moses 
Teitelbaum  was  buried. 

Hasidism  did  not  seek  to  break  up  the  kehilla  structure,  the  em- 
bodiment of  organized  Jewish  life  in  the  Diaspora,  nor  did  it  aim  at  un- 
dermining the  status  of  the  community  leadership.  It  sought  to  become 
part  of  the  community,  and  if  possible  to  obtain  for  its  Zaddik  or  one  of 
his  followers,  the  post  of  community  rabbi. 

Such  a type  was  Rabbi  Levi  Yitzhak,  one  of  the  first  of  the  Zaddikim 
who  served  in  a number  of  communities  but  is  recalled  in  Jewish  history 
as  the  rabbi  of  the  last  place  in  which  he  served,  as  Levi  Yitzhak  of  Ber- 
dichev.  Even  the  Mitnagdim  acknowledged  his  learning  in  Torah.  Levi 
Yitzhak  became  a beloved  personality  as  a result  of  his  exhilaration  in 
prayer.  He  travelled  a great  deal  to  win  followers  to  Hasidism,  and 
during  1783-84  visited  Hungary.  One  Purim  day  he  was  in  Mad,  and 
while  uttering  the  blessing  for  the  reading  of  the  Megillah,  was  seized  by 
such  ecstasy  that  he  leaped  upon  a table  and  began  to  dance.  The  Jews  of 
Hungary  had  never  seen  anything  like  that.  He  apparently  had  a great  in- 
fluence on  Rabbi  Moshe  Wahl,  the  first  rabbi  of  the  kehilla,  and  as  early 
as  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  a miniature  Hasidic  center  was 
established  there.  2 

Of  the  many  Hasidic  “courts”  in  Galicia,  that  of  Rabbi  Menahem  Men- 
del of  Rymanow  had  the  greatest  influence.  It  is  no  longer  possible  to 
ascertain  if  Rabbi  Menahem  Mendel  ever  visited  Hungary,  but  it  is  clear, 
from  various  allusions,  that  Hasidim  from  Hungary  went  to  him  at  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum  makes  reference 
to  this  contact  in  a letter  to  the  Hatam  Sofer  in  Pressburg  in  1833.  A 
sizeable  concentration  of  Rymanow  Hasidim  existed  in  Mad.^  The 
wealthy  man  of  the  community,  Haim  London,  is  credited  with  establish- 
ment of  the  well-known  Bet  Midrash  (place  of  study  and  prayer),  in  the 
town,  and  it  was  apparently  due  to  him  that  the  Sephardi  form  of  prayer 
was  introduced.  Rabbi  Menahem  Mendel  corresponded  with  Haim  Lon- 
don and  congratulated  him  on  his  purchase  of  a new  house.  When  Lon- 
don complained  to  the  Zaddik  regarding  the  envy  of  the  gentiles,  caused 
he  believed,  by  his  wealth,  the  Zaddik  replied;  “The  fire  of  envy  is  direc- 
ted against  our  people,  and  especially  against  the  women  who  attire 
themselves  like  loose  women  so  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  distinguish 
between  a Jewish  or  non-Jewish  woman.”  Had  assimilation  already 
come  to  Mad,  preceding  other  communities  in  Hungary  in  this  regard  by 
a full  century,  or  was  this  merely  a normal  plaint  against  even  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  ways  of  our  ancestors? 

The  Mad  kehilla  continued  to  remain  in  close  touch  with  Rymanow. 
Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  was  a hasid  (devotee)  of  Rabbi  Menahem  Mendel,  and 
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they  can,  but  a lazy  one...  will  suddenly  realize  that  he  is  too  late,  the  day 
has  waned,  and  night  has  come  — darkness,  death...”  ^ 

Hasidism  was  able  to  spread  in  the  northeast  regions  of  the  county,  ad- 
jacent to  Galicia,  but  it  had  no  appeal  for  the  learned  Jews  of  the  west, 
who  had  come  from  Bohemia  and  Germany.  Organized  Hasidism  began 
in  Hungary  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when  Rabbi 
Moses  Teitelbaum  became  rabbi  of  Ujhely  in  1803.  Opposition  to 
Hasidism  never  took  root  in  that  country  because  there  was  no  point  of 
friction  between  the  Hasidim  and  the  Mitnagdim  (traditional  opponents  of 
the  Hasidim).  The  former  resided  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  and 
the  latter  in  the  west.  Hasidism  in  Hungary  was  an  extension  of  the 
movement  in  Galicia,  and  the  Jews  living  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
country  were  primarily  of  Galician  origin. 

After  the  death  of  the  Besht,  his  pupil.  Rabbi  Dov  Baer,  known  as  the 
Magid,  was  accepted  as  the  leader.  During  his  time  Hasidism  took  on 
organizational  form,  and  the  personality  figure  of  the  Zaddik  made  its  ap- 
pearance. Patterns  of  behavior  and  thought  processes  were  formed  and 
the  new  ideas  began  to  spread.  Hasidism  did  not  constitute  a break  from 
Judaism;  it  continued  with  punctilious  observance  of  the  laws  and  study 
of  the  Torah.  It  stood  firmly  on  tradition  and  the  Shulhan  Arukh  (a 
codification  of  Jewish  Law),  but  became  a special  movement,  adding  the 
spiritual  elements  of  devoutness  and  unbounded  enthusiasm  in  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  with  an  admixture  of  Kabbalist  elements.  The  Zaddik  was 
the  leader,  embodying  in  his  personality  and  in  his  mode  of  living  the 
sum  total  of  Hasidic  thought.  All  the  Hasidic  movements  were  open  to 
any  Jew  who  accepted  the  leadership  of  the  Zaddik  and  took  upon  him- 
self the  worship  of  the  Lord  according  to  the  Zaddik’s  version.  The  Zad- 
dik's  followers  were  drawn  from  all  strata  of  the  people,  without  regard* 
to  status  or  intellectual  prestige.  They  were  not  limited  to  any  geographic 
area,  but  could  be  scattered,  even  at  great  distance  from  the  Zaddik.  Most 
of  them  believed  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  visit  their  leader  at 
fixed  times,  to  benefit  from  his  wisdom,  to  seek  his  advice  on  personal 
matters,  and  the  like.  Hasidism  is  open  to  every  Jew,  whether  a scholar 
or  a plain,  ordinary  person.  It  is  marked  by  democratic  principles  in 
Jewish  existence,  with  only  the  Zaddik  standing  out  above  the  others. 
Some  of  the  Zaddikim  set  up  “court”,  which  they  conducted  in  some 
splendor,  whereas  others  remained  humble  and  in  good  times  or  bad 
remained  devoted  to  their  flock.  The  distinctiveness  of  the  Zaddik  leader, 
who  was  recognized  as  being  above  everyone  else,  continued  in  effect 
even  after  his  death.  It  was  customary  to  erect  a permanent  structure 
(ohel)  over  his  grave  where  his  followers  would  gather  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  his  death.  This  was  the  custom  in  Ujhely  as  well,  in  the  old 
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VI.  Hasidism  Penetrates  Zempl^n 
Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum 


Hasidism  is  a religious  folk  movement  that  arose  in  eastern  Europe  in 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  against  the  background  of  the  severe 
political  problems  in  Poland,  and  the  messianic  crisis  following  the 
collapse  of  the  Shabbetai  Zevi  movement.  The  traditional  leadership  was 
undermined,  and  the  injustices  of  the  social  systems  were  sharply  em- 
phasized by  the  social  tensions.  New  communal  alignments  were  created 
in  many  kehillas,  based  on  elements  quite  different  from  those  prevalent 
at  that  time.  Consequent  upon  the  study  of  the  Kabbalah,  and  under  its 
influence,  Hasidic  Kabbalistic  groups  came  into  being,  some  of  them 
ascetic  in  nature,  whose  members  afflicted  themselves  with  periodic  fasts, 
and  spent  their  days  in  prayer  and  acts  of  penitence,  as  they  awaited 
speedy  redemption.  Others  adopted  a completely  different  life  style.  They 
prayed  according  to  the  Sephardi  form  of  the  Ari,  with  unusual  fervor; 
they  were  strict  in  fulfillment  of  the  commandments,  but  worshipped  the 
Almighty  with  open  rejoicing,  with  song  and  dance  and  bodily 
movements.  They  attached  great  importance  to  the  shalosh  seudot  (three 
meals  eaten  on  the  Sabbath)  and  at  times  even  consumed  strong  drinks  in 
their  enthusiasm.  These  first  Hasidic  groups  still  lacked  leaders  of  the  type 
known  as  a Zaddik  (outstanding  pious  person),  and  in  this  respect  they 
were  different  from  the  Hasidic  movement  which  came  into  existence 
with  the  appearance  of  Rabbi  Israel  ben  Eliezer,  the  Baal  Shem  Tov 
(Besht)  during  the  thirties  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Rabbi  Israel  was  a 
leader  of  repute,  and  was  credited  with  outstanding  qualities.  He  formed 
a special  minyan,  gave  sermons  clarifying  his  theory  of  devoutness,  and 
gathered  about  him  scores  of  rabbis,  teachers,  preachers,  magidim  (ex- 
pounders of  Scripture)  and  others. 

The  Besht  was  born  in  the  Carpathian  Mountains.  Hasidic  tradition 
maintains  that  he  visited  the  counties  of  Szabolcs  and  Zemplen,  reaching 
the  city  of  Szerencs  in  1746  on  a market  day,  when  large  numbers  of 
Jews  were  wont  to  be  there.  His  mannerisms  attracted  attention,  and  a 
large  crowd  gathered  about  him.  He  gave  a parable  based  on  the  market: 
“The  clever  and  the  alert  hasten  to  buy  and  sell  their  merchandise  im- 
mediatly  upon  their  arrival,  and  after  they  complete  their  business  can 
relax  and  enjoy  themselves...  but  the  lightheaded  ones  first  go  off  to  have 
a good  time.,  and  later  when  they  seek  to  do  their  business,  to  buy  or  to 
sell,  they  are  overtaken  by  darkness  and  nightfall.  Thus  it  is  with  our 
people...  The  alert  ones  will  lose  no  time  in  preparing  everything  while 
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documents  is  of  special  interest,  because  as  a general  rule  it  was  the 
mohel  (circumcizer)  who  asked  that  the  records  be  buried  with  him  so 
that  they  might  serve  as  character  evidence  for  him  when  he  faced  the 
court  on  high. 

It  was  customary  for  the  Jews  to  say  Selichot  (Penitence)  prayers 
before  dawn  during  the  days  before  Rosh  Hasham  (The  New  Year).  The 
sexton  used  to  go  from  Jewish  home  to  Jewish  home,  knocking  on  the 
windows,  and  calling  on  the  Jews\o  rise  and  come  to  prayer,  apparently 
creating  considerable  noise  in  so  doing.  According  to  one  document,  the 
community  rabbi,  Moshe  Rosenbaum,  made  a special  request  to  the 
authorities  not  to  ban  the  conduct  of  these  prayers,  and  his  request  was 
granted.  A further  item:  Beginning  in  1832,  Jewish  midwives  were  per- 
mitted to  rush  to  the  aid  of  Christian  women  in  childbirth. 

___  ^ 

The  earliest  minutes  of  the  Ujhely  kehilla  were  drawn  up  in  1831.  The 
secretary  was  Heshel  Gruenfeld.  As  of  1834  the  records  were  kept  in 
Hungarian.  The  effort  to  split  the  community  from  within  was  first  recor- 
ded in  1 842,  but  this  was  prevented  by  the  district  officer.  The  split  was 
only  delayed  by  some  three  decades. 
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Hatred  mounted,  and  acts  of  violence  multiplied.  The  peasants  no  longer 
heeded  the  district  ofTicers,  and  even  attacked  them.  Most  of  the  disorders 
and  the  assaults  took  place  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  a 
series  of  blood  libels  began  in  the  village  of  Izsep,  north  of  Ujhely,  near 
the  Ronyva  River.  On  January  31,  1831,  a girl  maintained  that  she  had 
seen  a Jew  scattering  something  into  a well.  The  inhabitants  forcibly 
rounded  up  the  Jews  of  the  village  and  treated  them  most  cruelly.  In 
Terebes,  too,  the  peasants  seized  the  Jews,  together  with  the  soldiers  en- 
camped there,  despite  the  fact  that  the  latter,  too,  had  suffered  from  the 
plague.  Only  the  quick  action  of  another  military  unit  rescued  the  ill 
patients,  who  were  being  tortured  by  their  captors.  Jews  in  the  neigh- 
boring villages  were  tied  up,  their  beards  were  plucked  out,  and  they 
were  about  to  be  burned  at  the  stake,  when  the  rebels,  yielding  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  son  of  the  registrar  (jegyzo),  changed  their  minds,  and  sent 
the  captives  to  Terebes.  The  residents  of  Bodzasujlak  were  conspicuous 
for  their  cruelty.  The  families  of  the  estate  owners  were  no  less  in  peril 
from  these  outbreaks,  and  sometimes  they  had  to  use  weapons  to  save 
their  lives.  In  the  Nagymihaly  district  the  peasants  procured  a physician's 
signature  on  a statement  to  the  effect  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  estate 
owners  to  poison  them.  They  imprisoned  eight  estate  owners  and  all  the 
Jews  in  the  villages  of  the  district.  In  Varanno  the  rebels  murdered  the 
landlord,  and  plundered  the  home  of  the  priest  and  the  homes  of  the 
Jews.  Many  district  officers  and  nobles  and  their  families  were  murdered. 
The  Jews  were  tortured,  although  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  were 
murdered.  The  rebellion,  which  took  in  the  northern  districts  of  the 
county,  inhabited  largely  by  Slovaks  (tot),  was  suppressed  by  military 
force  brought  in  from  the  border  regions  with  Galicia. 

Jewish  immigration  into  Zemplen  continued.  Archival  records  reveal 
that  mutual  assistance  worked  quite  well  among  the  Jews.  The  local  Jews 
used  to  transfer  the  destitute  new  arrivals  and  their  families  from  place  to 
place  until  the  latter  became  accustomed  to  their  new  surroundings  and 
were  no  longer  strangers  in  the  county.  More  than  once  even  the  estate 
proprietors  or  other  aristocrats,  when  it  served  their  own  economic  in- 
terests, gave  refuge  to  new  arrivals.  Rabbi  Nathan  Lipschitz,  of  Mad, 
helped  out  by  receiving  immigrants  as  pupils.  Was  there  indeed  a yeshiva 
in  the  village  in  1833,  or  was  the  program  of  studies  merely  a subterfuge 
to  provide  the  new  arrivals  with  a legal  cover? 

A few  trivial  items  may  help  cast  light  on  the  lives  of  the  Jews  in 
Zemplen.  Beginning  in  1825  the  kehillas  were  requested,  upon  the  death 
of  the  rabbi,  to  hand  over  for  preservation  the  lists  of  births,  marriages 
and  burials,  since  it  had  been  customary  to  bury  these  record  books 
together  with  the  rabbis.  Notation  to  this  effect  in  one  of  the  archival 
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cancel  the  balance  of  the  obligations  for  the  tolerance  tax,  and  to  reduce 
the  levy  in  the  future  (1822).  Arguments  against  the  increase  in  numbers 
of  the  Jews  in  the  county  recur  again  and  again  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
county  assembly,  and  in  various  correspondence.” 

A somewhat  amusing  episode  was  the  prohibition  against  Jewish 
celebration  of  the  Purim  festivities  which  occurred  during  the  fast  days 
preceding  Easter  (1824). 

The  famine  returned  in  1827  and  was  most  severe  in  the  northern 
districts  of  the  county.  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  starving  people  were 
registered  in  these  districts,  but  help  was  slow  in  coming.  Instead,  the 
county  gave  advice,  handed  out  recipes  for  use  of  all  kinds  of  plants  in 
place  of  grain,  and  conducted  lengthy  correspondence  with  the  prefec- 
tural  council.  With  intervals  of  some  years,  the  distress  recurred  again 
and  again.  A state  of  emergency  was  proclaimed  in  1826  because  of 
repeated  unrest  and  violence  as  a result  of  the  shortage  of  food.  To  all  this 
was  added  a plague  which  broke  out  among  the  cattle,  decimating  them 
considerably.  Word  of  an  outbreak  in  Galicia  reached  the  county  in  1831, 
and  a committee  was  set  up  to  deal  with  the  situation.  All  roads  leading 
to  Galicia  were  closed  except  two  which  could  be  used  only  by  those 
possessing  certificates  attesting  that  they  came  from  regions  which  were 
not  infected.  Jews  with  packs  on  their  backs  were  denied  admittance, 
even  when  they  possessed  passports.  The  Jews  who  bathed  frequently  in 
their  mikva  (ritual  bath)  were  certainly  no  more  infected  than  non-Jews 
who  never  even  knew  what  a bath  was.  Nevertheless,  the  gentiles 
generally  maintained  that  the  Jews  were  filthy  and  contaminated.  The 
county  did  everything  possible  to  contain  the  plague.  The  defense  forces 
were  placed  on  the  alert,  quarantine  camps  were  quickly  constructed, 
and  two  doctors  were  dispatched.  In  1831  the  county  was  afflicted  by 
three  scourges:  the  curse  of  the  famine,  the  danger  of  cholera,  and  in 
their  wake,  an  uprising  of  the  farmers.  The  Bodrogkeresztur  region  was 
covered  by  a mighty  flood,  and  all  communication  with  several  villages 
was  cut  off,  except  by  boat.  Faced  by  these,  natural  disasters,  the  district 
officer  announced  that  he  had  appealed  to  the  estate  owners,  requesting 
help  for  the  wretched  peasants.  The  cholera  did  indeed  penetrate 
Zemplen  despite  the  quarantine  and  the  careful  precautions,  and  reached 
the  Bodrog  and  Ujhely  itself  The  city  was  quarantined.  About  40,000 
persons  fell  ill,  and  about  half  of  them  died. 

Together  with  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  in  Zemplen  came  a revolt  of 
the  peasants,  who  claimed  that  the  estate  owners,  the  Jews  and  the 
priests  were  poisoning  the  nation.  Rumors  spread  that  the  lords  knew  in 
advance  what  was  going  to  happen,  and  the  Jews  and  the  physicians 
received  from  five  to  ten  florins  for  each  person  who  was  poisoned 
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which  they  alone  were  subjected.  The  Jews  fulfilled  their  obligation  by 
furnishing  supplies  in  kind  - loaves  of  bread,  barley  and  fodder,  the 
quantities  of  which  were  determined  according  to  the  amount  of  the  tax 
due.  Since  the  distilling  of  strong  drinks  was  forbidden,  a ban  was  also 
placed  on  music  and  dancing  at  the  farmers'  weddings  (not  among  the 
nobility),  and  the  district  officer  was  made  responsible  to  assure  that  there 
was  no  profiteering  on  food  prices.  Severe  punishment  was  in  order  for 
all  violators  of  these  regulations,  whether  Jews  or  Christians. 

The  prohibition  against  distillation  of  spirits  seriously  affected  the  in- 
come of  many  Jews  for  whom  this  was  the  main  source  of  livelihood, 
and  they  therefore  requested  permission  to  distill  brandy  from  oats  or  at 
least  from  potatoes.  The  application  to  the  prefectural  council  was  to  no 
avail,  and  the  regulations  remained  in  force.  As  the  distress  increased,  the 
county  drew  up  a list  of  those  suffering  from  hunger.  A part  of  the 
military  garrisons  was  transferred  to  adjacent  counties,  where  the 
situation  was  not  as  severe.  The  Jews  purchased  potatoes  for  distilling 
purposes  from  these  other  areas,  thus  assuring  themselves  a livelihood, 
but  they  did  so  in  secret. 

In  1815  the  county  was  again  requested  to  deport  immigrants  from 
Galicia,  but  the  district  officers  seemed  to  be  in  no  particular  hurry  to 
carry  out  these  instructions,  since  two  years  later  they  were  again 
requested  to  complete  their  tasks  in  this  regard.  One  of  the  explanations 
offered  by  the  county  was  that  the  day  set  for  the  deportation  had  been 
deferred  until  the  spring,  because  of  the  winter  cold.  It  is  possible  that  a 
few  of  the  new  immigrants  were  compelled  to  retrace  their  steps,  but 
mass  deportations,  such  as  had  taken  place  ten  years  earlier,  no  longer 
occurred.  Unlike  the  situation  in  other  counties,  the  Jews  of  Zemplen 
were  able  to  lease  property  from  the  nobles  or  to  pawn  various  valuables 
for  them,  but  under  the  new  regulations  all  such  contracts  were  to  be 
abrogated,  although  Jews  were  permitted  to  lease  royal  properties.  The 
county  decided  not  to  execute  the  instructions  to  the  letter,  and  instead  of 
cancelling  the  contracts,  they  permitted  them  to  remain  in  effect  until 
their  termination  dates.  There  was  a prohibition  against  leasing  of  the 
tithe  collection,  however,  because  the  peasants  suffered  considerably  and 
unjustly,  according  to  the  county,  if  they  came  under  the  control  of  the 
Jews  who  had  the  leasehold.  '5  During  these  years  there  were  many 
quarrels  between  the  central  administration,  which  was  interested  in  in- 
creasing the  tax  burden,  and  the  county,  which  was  headed  entirely  by 
the  local  nobles,  who  objected  vigorously.  The  noblemen  feared,  and 
with  justice,  that  the  proletariat  who  carried  the  burden,  would  be  so 
pressed  that  they  would  be  unable  to  pay  what  was  due  locally.  For  that 
reason,  too,  the  county  assembly  supported  the  petition  of  the  Jews  to 
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the  Jews  requested  outside  aid  in  strengthening  their  internal  religious 
practices,  the  county  announced  that  The  Jewish  War  (against  the 
Romans)  by  Yosef  ben  Matityahu  (Josephus),  had  been  translated  into 
Hungarian  and  published.  Was  this  translation  intended  for  the  Jews.  It  is 
a pity  that  we  do  not  know  the  reaction  of  Zemplen’s  Jews  to  this  literary 
event,  since  they  undoubtedly  were  familiar  with  the  popular  Jewish  folk 
version  of  this  work  known  as  the  book  of  Josippon.  Another  indication 
of  the  attempts  by  the  county  to  change  Jewish  customs,  was  the  ban  on 
burial  of  the  dead  within  48  hours,  a regulation  which  was  contrary  to 
accepted  halacha. 

Progress  in  Jewish  community  life  was  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in 
1817a  Jewish  hospital  existed  in  Ujhely,  at  Virag  Street,near  the  Ronyva 
River.  ‘2  The  Catholic  priest  in  Szerencs,  who  had  served  his  flock  for 
twenty-five  years,  wrote  a short  paper  about  his  city  in  1820.  He  men- 
tioned that  when  he  came  to  the  place,  there  were  only  two  or  three  Jews 
in  Szerencs,  and  now  they  already  had  a synagogue.  The  Jews  spoke  Ger- 
man (Yiddish)  among  themselves,  but  Hungarian  to  the  townsfolk.  They 
were  permitted  to  buy  homes  only  in  the  lands  of  Count  Aspermont.  For 
the  most  part  they  operated  taverns,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to 
engage  in  inn-keeping. 

It  was  usual  practice  for  Jews  to  participate  in  the  celebrations  on  the 
occasion  of  coronation  of  the  king,  or  installation  of  governors  or  other 
high  officials  in  their  posts.  This  was  the  case  in  1820  when  Alonyai 
Janos  was  appointed  chief  prefect  of  Zemplen.  The  county  put  up 
illuminated  inscriptions  on  the  town  hall  and  on  the  bridges  which  the 
new  chief  was  to  cross.  The  Jews,  too,  wished  to  pay  homage  to  the  chief 
prefect,  and  they  erected  a “victory  arch"  in  his  honor.  With  regard  to 
the  epigram  to  be  inscribed  on  the  arch,  they  consulted  Ferenc  Kazinczy, 
whose  relationship  with  the  Jews  was  known  since  he  had  been  regional 
supervisor  of  schools,  including  those  of  Ujhely.  Kazinczy  sent  them  the 
well  known  sentence  (from  the  Book  of  Esther):  “Thus  shall  it  be  done  to 
the  man  who  the  king  delighteth  to  honor,"  translated  into  Hungarian. 
The  original  letter,  in  his  handwriting,  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
archives  of  the  Piarist  high  school  (monastery). 

Hungary  was  faced  by  many  issues  after  the  Napoleonic  wars,  but 
Zemplen  had  some  special  problems  of  its  own.  A terrible  famine,  which 
had  been  forecast,  swept  over  the  land  in  1817,  and  as  a result  the 
distilling  of  spirits  from  grain  was  forbidden.  The  county  complained  to 
the  prefectural  council  that  under  existing  conditions  it  was  difficult  to 
provide  supplies  for  the  garrisons  stationed  on  its  soil.  Consequently,  the 
Jews  too  were  called  upon  to  bear  a share  of  the  burden,  despite  the  fact 
that  they  were  exempt  from  this  levy  because  of  the  many  other  taxes  to 
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names,  many  of  them  of  Hebrew  origin,  which  were  adapted  to  the 
Hungarian  tongue.  A Jew  from  Zemplenagard,  listed  in  the  1811  census, 
bore  a German  name  which  today  provokes  a reaction  of  anguish  and 
abhorrence.  That  was  the  name  Eliyahu  Hitler.  The  Jews  of  Hegyalja 
were  by  occupation  merchants,  tavern  keepers,  lease- holders,  craftsmen, 
distillers  of  spirits,  etc. 

One  of  the  Jews  who  immigrated  to  Hungary  after  1790  was  Asher 
Schwartz,  who  lived  there  for  twenty- two  years,  and  was  an  army 
veteran.  The  district  officer  recommended  that  he  not  be  deported. 
Another  name  cited  by  the  district  officer  was  that  of  Joseph  Rosenberg, 
of  Taktaharkany,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1723,  that  is,  89  years 
earlier,  and  had  established  a reputation  as  a decent  man,  leading  an  un- 
blemished life. 

Rabbi  Israel  Goldberger,  who  diligently  assembled  many  details  on  the 
history  of  the  Jews  of  Zemplen,  estimated  their  number  in  1 8 1 2 at  about 
15,000. 

In  that  very  year  the  inhabitants  of  Mad  for  some  reason  became  angry 
with  the  Jews  and  complained  that  the  Jews  “are  oppressing  us”.  Not  to 
be  outdone,  the  Jews  came  up  with  a counter  complaint.  The  county 
decided  to  appoint  an  investigating  committee  which  finally  recommen- 
ded to  banish  the  Jews  on  the  basis  of  the  census,  to  punish  money  len- 
ders at  high  interest,  to  prevent  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Jews,  and 
to  restrict  their  livelihood  to  tavern  keeping.  It  was  also  proposed  that  the 
Jews  be  compelled  to  sell  their  vineyards  (evidence  that  they  did  own 
vineyards,  despite  the  regulations  to  the  contrary),  and  thus  prevent,  as 
they  put  it,  the  adulteration  of  the  various  wines.  At  the  same  time,  as  if 
to  indicate  a sort  of  even-handed  justice,  it  was  also  recommended  that 
those  non-Jews  who  had  behaved  illegally  toward  the  Christian  public, 
would  be  placed  on  trial.  All  these  recommendations  never  got  beyond 
the  paper  they  were  written  on,  and  were  never  implemented. 

While  on  the  subject  of  Mad  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  school,  which 
had  been  transferred  there  some  two  decades  earlier,  was  closed  by  the 
local  Jews,  apparently  out  of  an  understandable  fear  that  it  would  lead  to 
secular  education  and  assimilation.  The  county  assembly  decided  to 
reopen  it  in  1813,  although  it  is  not  known  if  this  decision  was  ever  im- 
plemented. The  county  leaders  very  likely  sought  to  alter  the  way  of  life 
of  the  Jews,  and  adapt  them  to  the  environment.  Thus,  it  was  required 
that  promissory  notes,  to  be  valid,  had  to  be  written  in  the  mother  tongue 
(Hungarian?).  Soldiers  had  to  be  recruited  on  a quota  basis,  inasmuch  as 
the  Napoleonic  wars  had  not  yet  come  to  an  end.  At  this  very  time  the 
kehilla  in  Szerencs  sought  the  intercession  of  the  authorities  to  compel 
their  members  to  attend  synagogue  services  regularly.  It  is  odd  that  while 
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the  matter  of  the  prohibition  against  immigration  in  general,  and  the  ban 
against  settlement  for  those  who  reached  Zemplen  after  1790.  Mention  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  the  Jews*  passports  had  been  checked,  and  all  the 
brandy  distillers,  the  teachers  and  the  beggars,  83  heads  of  families  in  all, 
had  already  been  deported,  as  noted  earlier.  The  addendum  makes  further 
note  that  in  all  of  Hegyaija  in  1812  there  were  no  merchants  who  made  a 
profit  of  1000-3000  florins,  but  there  were  Jews  who  were  compelled  to 
engage  in  two  pursuits  in  order  to  make  a living,  as  for  example,  butcher 
and  teacher,  or  the  binding  of  Jewish  books.  It  was  certainly  to  the  credit 
of  the  Hegyaija  kehilla  if  a bookbinder  was  able  to  earn  a livelihood 
there,  no  matter  how  poor.  The  latter  census  was  intended  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  Jews  so  as  to  ‘*root  out  of  this  poor  nation  the  burden  (of 
the  Jews)  who  multiplied  so  rapidly,”  as  if  the  Jews  were  directly  respon- 
sible for  the  downtrodden  condition  of  the  peasants.  The  principal  reason 
for  the  increase  in  number  of  the  Jews,  the  addendum  goes  on,  is  that 
“the  Jews  marry  off  their  children  at  a tender  age,  and  whereas  the  non- 
Jews  are  quite  content  to  be  able  to  embrace  their  grandchildren,  they 
(the  Jews)  derive  pleasure  from  their  childrens  grandchildren...”  This 
exaggeration  was  followed  by  other  reasons,  among  them  that  Jewish 
widows,  and  Jewish  daughters  never  left  the  country  to  get  married;  to 
the  contrary,  men  from  beyond  the  borders  were  absorbed  there.  Fur- 
thermore, the  Jews  received  babies  from  Galicia  and  raised  them  as  their 
own  children;  Jews  came  there  on  business,  or  for  a visit,  and  brought 
orphans  with  them,  who  were  raised  there.  Finally,  there  was  an  influx 
of  beggars,  who  remained  sometimes  for  a month  or  two,  but  more  often 
for  half  a year,  or  a year,  and  this  included  also  brandy  distillers,  teachers 
and  butchers.  The  Jews  of  Zemplen  helped  the  newcomers  earn  a 
livelihood  in  every  way  possible,  such  as  sub-leases,  and  even  provided 
direct  assistance  to  assure  their  sustenance,  despite  the  fact  that  the  local 
Jews  themselves  were  “in  wretched  circumstances,  struggling  to  earn 
their  daily  bread,  and  using  up  their  earnings  daily.“  The  old  regulations 
to  the  efTect  that  anyone  wishing  to  get  married  must  show  a certificate 
attesting  to  his  studies  at  school,  was  no  longer  in  efTect. 

The  edict  requiring  Jews  to  adopt  CJerman  family  names  was  issued  by 
Joseph  II  in  1787,  but  many  Jews  in  Zemplen  nevertheless  continued  to 
bear  patronymic  or  matronymic  names  (according  to  the  father  or 
mother),  with  the  Slavic  suffix  “vies”,  indicating  filial  relationship.  Ac- 
tual German  names  were  few  in  number,  in  contrast  to  the  large  number 
of  Hungarian  names  adopted.  These  indicated  the  occupation  of  the 
bearer,  affectionate  nicknames  by  which  the  Jews  were  known  locally, 
physical  deformities,  or  any  other  nickname  or  appellation  which  had 
become  popular  and  was  accepted  as  a family  name.  There  were  also 


58 


ponents  of  the  rabbi  did  not  hesitate  to  denounce  him  to  the  authorities. 
This  time,  however,  the  non-Jews  were  much  more  toleremt,  and  the 
county  decided  to  permit  Rabbi  Pinhas  to  remain  in  his  post  for  three 
years,  until  termination  of  his  contract. 

His  principal  opponent  was  Marcus  Gruenfeld,  mentioned  previously, 
who  apparently  had  little  with  which  to  accuse  him  if  he  relied  on 
charges  based  on  his  origins  in  Galicia,  and  his  lack  of  knowledge  of  any 
language.  From  the  latter,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  rabbi  spoke  only 
Yiddish,  as  was  customary  in  those  days.  Furthermore,  were  there  in- 
deed rabbis  of  any  other  origin  in  that  part  of  Hungary  at  the  time? 
Gruenfeld’s  complaint  in  1806  drew  no  reaction  from  the  county.  The 
teacher  did  not  desist  from  repeated  applications  in  the  matter,  either  on 
his  own  behalf,  or  through  certain  members  of  the  kehilla.  Another  sec- 
tion of  the  kehilla  lined  up  against  the  teacher,  and  vigorously  defended 
the  town  rabbi.  The  district  officer  was  convinced  that  the  kehilla  was 
not  behaving  properly,  and  instead  of  dismissing  the  rabbi,  permitted  him 
to  remain  in  his  post  for  another  six  months,  during  which  the  kehilla 
was  to  invite  a new  spiritual  leader.  The  support  of  the  rabbi  grew  in  in- 
tensity, despite  rumors  to  the  effect  that  he  had  a tendency  to  in- 
toxication. Besides,  the  kehilla  was  making  no  effort  to  obtain  a 
replacement. 

About  two  years  went  by,  and  in  1 808  the  district  officer  gave  his  final 
approval,  which  confirmed  the  legality  of  Rabbi  Pinhas  Luria’s  position. 
Amazed  at  this  turn  of  events,  Gruenfeld  filled  a formal  serious  complaint 
with  the  county,  charging  drunkenness  and  unsuitability  for  the  post  of 
community  rabbi.  He  insisted  on  the  dismissal  of  the  rabbi  and  diligently 
gathered  witnesses  from  neighboring  villages  who  testified  as  to  the 
rabbi’s  habit  of  inebriation.  This  incriminating  evidence  was  countered 
by  character  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  rabbi,  and  the  rabbi’s  foes  sought 
to  influence  these  witnesses  to  withdraw  their  testimony.  Much  to  his 
discomfiture,  the  district  officer  found  that  he  was  left  as  almost  the  sole 
supporter  of  the  rabbi,  and  he  maintained  that  the  accusations  against 
their  rabbi  by  members  of  the  kehilla  were  dishonorable.  Eventually  the 
county  yielded  to  the  pressure,  deciding  that  there  was  no  point  in  a con- 
frontation with  the  Jews  on  a matter  which  was  really  of  no  concern  to 
it.  Rabbi  Pinhas  Luria  was  banished  from  IJjhely  on  Lag  B’Omer,  1 808, 
and  was  never  heard  of  again.  His  successor,  also  from  Poland,  was 
Rabbi  Moses  Teitelbaum. 

A full  picture  of  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  is  obtained  from  two  censuses, 
that  of  1 8 1 1 , when  the  Jews  were  listed  together  with  the  remainder  of 
the  population,  and  that  of  1812,  a count  of  the  Jews  only.  The  register 
of  the  Jews  of  Hegyalja  alone  has  been  preserved.  An  addendum  repeats 
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mahzor  (high  holy  day  prayer  book)  with  a German  translation,  was 
[published  by  the  Viennese  printing  press  owned  by  one  Schmid.  The 
Frankfurt  rabbis  banned  the  book,  however,  and  threatened  to  excom- 
municate those  who  used  it.  The  ban  was  issued,  but  the  government  in 
Vienna  cancelled  it  and  forbade  its  circulation.  More  than  anything  else 
the  government  document  in  Ujhely  attested  to  the  heterogeneity  of  the 
Jewish  community  in  Zemplen,  and  provided  early  indication  of  the  im- 
minence of  the  Haskalah  (enlightenment  movement).  Two  years  later  the 
records  told  of  the  case  of  a Jewish  woman  and  her  son,  who  filed  a 
request  that  they  be  converted,  this  after  a similar  case  in  Patak.  ^ 

Another  batch  of  documents  contains  a request  by  the  Jews  of  Ujhely 
that  the  rabbi  of  the  community  be  removed  and  replaced.  Israel  Gold- 
berger  did  intensive  research  in  the  matter  and  uncovered  extremely  in- 
teresting details.  After  the  departure  of  Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Meisels,  Rabbi 
Pinhas  Luria,  of  Homonna,  was  invited  to  occupy  the  post  of  rabbi  in 
Ujhely.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  name  of  Rabbi  Pinhas  had  been  listed 
among  those  departed  from  the  Ujhely  district,  but  it  is  very  possible  that 
there  were  inaccuracies  in  the  list  with  regard  to  the  two  rabbis.  Accor- 
ding to  one  story,  certain  rabbis  declared  invalid  a ruling  Rabbi  Pinhas 
had  given  in  Homonna  in  the  matter  of  a divorce,  and  he  therefore  took 
up  a new  position  in  Terebes.  ^ 

He  came  from  Galicia,  descended  from  the  family  of  the  Ari  (Rabbi 
Isaac  Luria)  and  the  Maharshal  (Rabbi  Solomon  Ben  Jehiel  Luria).  The 
rabbi  is  referred  to  by  his  family  name  of  Luria  or  Lores,  in  various  ver- 
sions, whereas  the  county  officials  and  the  general  public  usually  called 
him  Lorincz.  This  name  frequently  appears  among  the  family  names  in 
the  Zemplen  population  census  of  1811-12.  In  contrast  to  what  was 
reported  about  him  in  the  Homonna  source,  another  document  tells  of  a 
declaration  by  a three-man  rabbinical  court  attesting  to  the  reliability  of 
Rabbi  Pinhas  Luria,  against  whom  they  had  no  complaint.  The  super- 
visor of  the  feudal  estate  in  Homonna  wrote  about  him  in  similar  vein. 
Upon  creation  of  a vacancy  for  a rabbi  in  Ujhely,  Rabbi  Pinhas  accepted 
the  post  and  reached  an  agreement  with  the  representatives  of  that  com- 
munity. According  to  the  district  officer,  the  Jews  were  satisfied  with 
their  rabbi  for  six  full  years,  until,  “because  of  their  naturally  insatiable 
spirit,  they  wearied  of  the  tranquility,  and  turned  to  his  Honor  (the  head) 
of  the  county,  seeking  to  transfer  him  (the  rabbi)....’’  The  first  of  the  com- 
plaints against  the  rabbi  was  that  he  had  only  lately  come  from  Galicia, 
and  a local  Jew  had  been  found,  suitable  for  the  position.  If  the  county 
would  p)ermit  this  change,  large  numbers  of  other  Jews  would  come  to 
Zemplen.  Finally,  it  was  contended  that  the  rabbi  knew  not  even  a single 
language.  This  was  a typical  internal  controversy,  in  which  the  op- 
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The  war  with  France  in  1 809  marked  the  end  of  a phase  during  which 

inflation  soared  in  the  Habsburg  kingdom.  The  process  had  begun 
decades  earlier,  but  mounted  during  the  Napoleonic  period.  The  treasury 
printing  press  worked  overtime.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  improve 
the  fiscal  economy,  one  of  them,  in  1811,  when  the  government 
proclaimed  a devaluation  of  the  money  to  one  fifth  of  its  nominal  value. 
Special  government  notes  were  issued  (valtocedula),  and  the  question 
thereupon  arose  as  to  how  people  were  to  pay  their  private  and  public 
debts.  Within  the  year  the  value  of  government  notes  became  a central 
subject  of  discussion  before  the  national  assembly.  The  Jews  of  Zemplen 
felt  the  problem  in  1811  when  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  their  high- 
way tax,  which  was  earmarked  for  maintenance  and  for  financing  of  the 
postal  service.  The  document  notes  that  the  county  took  into  con- 
sideration “the  poverty-stricken  tax-paying  elements  of  the  population, 
among  them  the  Jews...  and  up  to  the  end  of  October  of  that  year  did  not 
insist  on  five-fold  payment, “in  keeping  with  the  devaluation.  This  shows 
the  masters  of  the  county  in  quite  a different  light,  sometimes  bearing 
down  on  the  Jews,  and  sometimes  revealing  a very  humane  attitude.  The 
agreement  reached  between  the  two  sides  was  drawn  up  in  writing,  in 
German,  and  signed  by  the  Jews  with  a Hebrew  signature.  Signatories 
were  Abraham  Teitelbaum,  from  Mad,  Anschel  Hartstin  from  Patak, 
Samuel  Propper  from  Homonna,  Yehuda  Deutsch  of  Ujhely,  and  Joel 
Rotenberg,  of  Dobroka,  all  heads  of  kehillas.  i 

Despite  this  helpful  attitude,  in  that  very  year  the  Jews  were  forbidden 
to  deal  in  copper  coins,  so  as  to  protect  the  value  of  the  government’s 
paper  money,  which  was  of  doubtful  worth.  This  dual  conduct  was  fur- 
ther exemplified  in  the  readiness  of  the  county  to  send  a committee  to 
determine  if  any  damages  had  been  sustained  by  the  synagogue  in 
Ujhely,  perhaps  in  the  event  of  a request  for  reparations.  It  appears  that 
the  school  established  during  the  time  of  Joseph  II  was  still  in  existence. 
Some  clarity  is  cast  on  the  matter  by  mention  of  the  name  of  the  teacher, 
Marcus  Gruenfeld,  (great-grandfather  of  Mezei  M6r)  who  in  1 807  was 
appointed  translator  of  Hebrew  texts.  He  was  popularly  called  Professor 

Mordche. 

^ 

The  Jews  of  Ujhely  requested  that  the  teacher’s  salary  be  paid  in  part 
also  by  the  Jews  of  the  surrounding  villages,  whose  children  studied  at 
the  school.  In  the  spirit  of  the  reforms  of  Joseph  II,  the  county  in  1 808 
ordered  that  a list  of  the  books  used  in  the  synagogue  and  in  the  school 
should  be  sent  to  the  censor.  This  might  be  interpreted  as  an  indication  of 
the  continuance  of  the  centralized  and  absolutist  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  on  the  other  hand,  another  decument  in  the  Zemplen  county 
archive  sheds  light  on  a latent  tendency  toward  German  education.  A 
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would  be  unable  to  throw  its  full  strength  into  the  battle.  The  first  of  the 
new  recruits  had  not  yet  reached  Gyongyos,  when  they  were  called  upon 
to  change  their  route  and  move  in  the  direction  of  Poland.  As  usual,  the 
Jews  suffered  from  both  sides.  Polish  recruits,  due  to  be  enlisted  in  the 
emperor’s  forces,  set  fire  to  the  tavern  owned  by  a Jew  in  Virava,  near 
the  Galician  border  and  the  Jew  lost  his  home  and  all  his  possessions. 
The  county  did  intervene,  but  only  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  “fire”, 
and  it  is  not  known  if  this  hapless  village  Jew  ever  received  any  recom- 
pense for  the  loss  of  his  property. 

What  happened  there  was  only  an  introduction  to  what  was  to  come. 
Word  came  from  the  neighboring  county  that  the  Jews  had  been  a party 
to  the  unrest  in  Galicia,  and  the  authorities  therefore  took  immediate  ac- 
tion. They  instructed  that  the  border  be  closed  to  the  Jews  for  crossing  in 
either  direction,  and  as  a result  they  suffered  heavy  losses.  A committee 
dispatched  to  investigate  the  matter  in  the  wake  of  the  many  complaints, 
determined  that  the  difficulties  in  crossing  the  border  could  be  eased  if  the 
authorities  on  each  side  would  examine  the  passports  carefully,  and  in 
each  case  add  the  notation  “monitored”,  certifying  the  validity  of  the 
document.  Every  Jew  wishing  to  cross  into  Galicia,  therefore,  had  to 
report  in  Ujhely  first  to  have  his  passport  verified.  The  surveillance  on 
the  roads  was  most  meticulous.  Twenty-four  permanent  road  checks 
were  set  up,  manned  by  armed  guards,  and  passage  became  such  a hard- 
ship that  Jews,  who  had  no  share  whatever  in  the  revolt  and  were  perfec- 
tly innocent  of  any  offenses,  feared  for  their  lives  and  were  compelled  to 
avoid  travel  across  the  border. 

It  was  standing  procedure  to  give  credence  to  any  and  all  false  rumors 
about  the  Jews.  Yet  despite  all  the  anti-Jewish  regulations  enacted  by  the 
county,  there  was  no  hesitation  in  utilizing  their  services  and  exploiting 
them  whenever  it  would  serve  local  interests.  Thus,  the  county  requested 
that  the  Jewish  horse  traders  procure  the  horses  for  the  aristocrats  going 
into  the  army.  The  original  minutes  recorded:  “Since  the  acquisition  of 
the  necessary  horses...  requires  particular  attention,  and  the  local  Jews 
are  in  a position  to  render  considerable  assistance  to  the  county,  it  is 
decided  that  (here  appear  the  names  of  the  officials)  shall  impose  upon  the 
Jews  the  task  of  obtaining  the  horses  for  each  battalion  to  be  recruited, 
according  to  district,  and  of  delivering  them  against  payment,  to  the 
members  of  this  committee.”  According  to  the  lengthy  record,  which 
details  the  sequence  of  events,  it  becomes  clear  that  the  county  made  fit- 
ting payment  for  the  horses,  and  the  authorities  were  so  satisfied  with  the 
matter  that  they  purchased  the  textiles  for  the  soldiers  from  David  Burik, 
and  the  saddles  from  Michael  Schoenwald,  the  saddle- maker,  who  also 
repaired  sixty  used  saddles.  Both  of  them  were  Jews  from  Ujhely.  6 
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existing  regulations  such  as,  for  example,  “the  prohibition  against  gran- 
ting permits  for  peddling.”  In  other  words,  every  opportunity  was  seized 
to  make  it  more  difficult  to  earn  a livelihood. 

The  Jews  paid  taxes  to  the  royal  treasury,  to  the  county,  to  the  feudal 
nobles  and  others,  but  the  county  masters  knew  how  to  take  advantage 
of  every  occasion  to  make  life  more  difficult.  Thus,  the  Jews  of  Terebes 
were  compelled  to  pay  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  city  in  supplying 
the  garrison,  although  the  Jews  were  supposed  to  be  exempt  from  these 
expenses.  This  new  regulation  was  very  difficult  to  bear,  especially 
because  the  Jews  had  paid  the  tolerance  tax  since  1749,  as  required  by 
Queen  Maria  Theresa,  and  this  was  supposed  to  be  in  place  of  all  the 
other  state  taxes. 

Various  fields  of  commerce  were  one  by  one  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Jews  by  the  county  assembly.  In  the  same  year,  1 808,  they  were  for- 
bidden to  deal  in  gunpowder  and  saltpetre.  However,  they  were  still 
obliged  to  pay  the  tolerance  tax  to  the  Salt  Office  in  Tokaj.  This  tax  came 
to  10,674  florins,  an  astronomical  figure,  considering  the  other  taxes 
which  the  Jews  bore.  The  county  administration,  as  a rule  liberal,  stub- 
bornly insisted  on  collecting  the  payment,  despite  the  fact  that  they  regar- 
ded the  tolerance  tax  as  illegal  since  it  was  imposed  on  the  Jews  by  the 
regime  in  Vienna,  and  not  by  the  Hungarian  parliament.  The  county 
followed  a certain  order  of  priorities  in  collecting  taxes;  sums  due  to  the 
feudal  lords  and  to  the  county  came  first,  so  that  by  the  time  the  Jews 
were  called  upon  to  pay  the  tolerance  tax  to  the  king  they  were  squeezed 
dry.  This  onerous  tax  remained  in  effect  for  about  a hundred  years  until 
its  repeal.  ^ 

Despite  the  deportation  of  some  of  Ujhely’s  Jews,  and  the  pressure  on 
the  others  to  pay  the  tolerance  tax,  the  county  lords  did  not  hesitate  to 
turn  to  them  in  time  of  stress.  Such  a case  occurred  only  a year  after  the 
attack  against  the  elementary  right  of  a man  to  live  in  security  in  his  own 
home,  and  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood.  It  was  during  the  time  of  the  in- 
vasion of  Austria  and  Hungary  by  Napoleon’s  armies.  Emperor  Francis  I 
called  upon  the  aristocrats  among  his  citizens  to  enlist  in  defense  of  the 
homeland  Although  the  nobles  were  exempt  from  payment  of  taxes, 
they  were  obliged  to  defend  their  native  land,  within  its  boundaries,  in 
the  event  of  danger  created  by  any  foreign  invasion,  so  that  in  effect  the 
tax  from  them  was  payable  in  blood  if  necessary.  Conscription  of  the 
nobles  took  place  in  1809,  and  this  was  the  last  time  in  Hungarian 
history.  To  be  sure,  Jews  could  not  be  included  in  the  military  ranks  of 
the  aristocrats,  but  in  Zemplen  they  became  unwilling  participants,  and 
suffered  as  a result.  In  his  desire  to  split  the  Austrian  forces,  Napoleon 
had  his  agents  organize  an  uprising  in  Galicia,  so  that  this  province 
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Hungary.  Thirty-two  family  heads  were  residents  of  Ujhely,  among  them 
Rabbi  Zvi  Hirsch  Meisels,  who  apparently  succeeded  in  evading  the 
deportation  inasmuch  as  he  was  invited  to  serve  as  rabbi  of  the  Matter- 
sdorf  kehilla  in  place  of  the  Hatam  Sofer,  who  went  to  Pressburg.  ^ Rabbi 
Pinhas  Luria,  of  Homonna,  was  also  among  the  deportees.  Most  of  those 
deported  were  craftsmen  and  operators  of  taverns,  but  there  were  also 
three  folk  musicians,  a scribe,  a ritual  slaughterer  and  a synagogue  sex- 
ton.  Ujhely  apparently  suffered  a severe  blow,  since  its  principal  religious 
functionaries  were  taken. 

The  episode  was  described  by  Rabbi  Israel  Goldberger  in  an  article  in 
the  Hungarian  language  periodical  Data  on  the  History  of  Zemplen 
County.  ^ He  closed  his  article  with  the  following  words:  “We,  the 
descendants,  give  thanks  to  the  Lord,  blessed  be  He,  that  the  chivalric  and 
law-abiding  sentiments  of  the  Hungarian  people  will  never  again  permit 
cruel  deeds  such  as  this.  Our  tortured  and  afflicted  forefathers,  who  gave 
their  lives  ikiddush  hashem  (For  sanctification  of  the  Name),  will  never 
be  forgotten.  We  shall  preserve  the  memory  of  their  souls,  may  they  rest 
in  peace.”  Rabbi  Goldberger,  spiritual  leader  of  the  status  quo  com- 
munity in  Ujhely,  and  later  rabbi  of  the  community  in  Tata,  could  not  in 
his  wildest  dreams  imagine  that  thirty-two  years  later  not  only  a few 
hundred  Jews,  but  the  entire  Jewish  community  of  Zemplen,  with  him  at 
the  head  of  his  Tata  flock,  would  be  deported,  this  time  to  the  death 
camps,  far  from  Ujhely,  thus  sharing  the  tragic  lot  of  Hungarian  Jewry  as 
a whole. 

We  shall  never  know  why  the  grim  fate  fell  only  on  the  Jews  of 
Ujhely,  since  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Vice- regal  Council  in  1806 
ordered  that  “all  the  Jews  who  were  unable  to  earn  a livelihood,  or  those 
who  had  come  to  the  county  without  permission  after  1790  should  be 
banished  to  their  former  lands  of  origin...”  so  that  “their  numbers  may  be 
reduced.”  The  county  authorities  ordered  a general  census  for  the  pur- 
pose of  locating  Jews  maintaining  illegal  residence.  A census  was  also  or- 
dered in  the  Homonna  region.  Abraham  Wasserman,  a teacher  in  the 
elementary  school,  conducted  the  count,  and  the  leaders  of  the  kehilla 
signed  it  in  Hebrew.  A total  of  209  Jews  was  enumerated.  This  time  the 
county  officials  were  content  with  a simple  count,  and  although  a not  in- 
considerable number  were  found  to  be  of  foreign  birth,  there  were  no 
far-reaching  consequences.  Immigrants  who  had  lived  in  the  region  for 
dozens  of  years  were  listed,  among  them  Leibl  Israelovics,  fifty  years, 
Moshe  Abramovics,  forty  years,  and  others.  4 

The  banishment  of  the  Jews  from  Ujhely  and  the  surrounding  area 
was  undoubtedly  an  extreme  act.  In  normal  times  the  lords  of  the  county 
contented  themselves  with  supervision  over  the  Jews  and  renewal  of 


52 


the  Hapsburg  regime  to  impose  central  control.  The  latter  was  finally 
compelled  to  govern  the  state  without  them.  The  counties,  Zemplen 
among  them,  were  transformed  into  bastions  of  resistance.  A liberal 
agitation  was  launched  simultaneously  leading  to  a complete  change  in 
social  conditions,  since  the  Hungarian  intellectuals  maintained  that  there 
was  an  interlocking  relationship  between  the  retardation  of  the  economy 
and  the  backwardness  in  social  development.  The  Jews,  with  the  gains 
they  had  made  because  of  the  reforms  of  Joseph  II,  stood  at  the  very  cen- 
ter of  this  eddying  agitation.  There  were  differences  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  their  status,  and  their  welfare  depended  on  the  good  will  of  the 
county  noblemen. 

More  than  once  Zemplen  preceded  other  parts  of  the  country  in  its 
liberal  attitudes.  According  to  documentary  evidence,  Jews  were  permit- 
ted  to  purchase  real  property  in  Ujhely,  and  the  local  land  registry 
records  that  on  March  5,  1800,  the  Jew,  David  Marcus  and  his  wife, 
Maria,  purchased  a vineyard  at  Kiskoveshegy.  In  the  delineation  of  its 
boundaries,  it  was  noted  that  on  the  north  it  adjoined  the  vineyard  of  the 
Jew  Svajger.  ^ Nowhere  else  in  the  country  were  Jews  permitted  to 
acquire  property  like  this. 

Although  the  county  at  times  treated  its  Jews  generously,  it  was  also 
able  to  bear  down  with  cruelty.  As  noted  earlier,  immigration  of  Jews 
from  neighboring  Galicia  had  swelled  since  the  regime  of  Joseph  II.  This 
resulted  in  many  complaints  but  no  action  was  taken,  although  the 
government  had  it  in  its  power  to  prevent  Jews  from  entering  Hungary  in 
general,  and  Zemplen  county,  which  bordered  on  Galicia,  in  particular. 
This  inaction  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  any  closing  of  the  border 
would  have  been  interpreted  as  acknowledgment  that  Hungary  was  sub- 
ject to  a status  different  from  that  of  the  other  lands  in  the  Hapsburg  em- 
pire, something  which  the  ruling  powers  were  by  no  means  willing  to 
acknowledge.  Consequently,  the  problem  of  the  flooding  of  Hungary  by 
Jews  from  neighboring  states  was  written  and  talked  about  for  decades, 
but  nothing  was  done  about  it  except  for  one  incident  in  1 807.  A year 
earlier,  the  Vice-regal  Council  (helytartotanacs)  had  ordered  the  county 
“to  get  rid  of  the  burden  of  these  poverty  stricken  people...  resulting  from 
the  excessive  increase  in  numbers  (of  the  Jews).’’  It  is  no  longer  possible 
to  ascertain  why  in  this  instance  the  Council  changed  its  general  policy 
and  acted  contrary  to  the  imperial  interests.  For  some  reason,  the  chief 
officer  of  the  district  (foszolgabiro)  showed  great  zeal  in  carrying  out  the 
order.  He  gathered  83  families  (about  360  souls)  in  Ujhely  and  deported 
them  over  the  border.  Among  the  deportees  were  67  family  heads  who 
had  been  born  in  foreign  countries,  most  of  them  resident  in  the  district 
ten  years  or  more,  and  a few  who  had  come  there  from  other  parts  of 
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V.  Way  of  Life  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Nineteenth  Century 


At  the  onset  of  the  nineteenth  century  Hungary  remained  a backward 
state  in  contrast  with  the  sweeping  developments  which  were  taking 
place  in  Western  lands.  The  Hapsburg  regime  was  not  the  least  bit  con- 
cerned with  progress,  and  sought  only  to  make  Hungary  an  integral  part 

of  the  larger  Austro-German  entity.  The  economic  policies  of  the  govern- 
ment in  Vienna  made  no  provision  for  the  strengthening  of  the  country’s 
economy;  to  the  contrary,  the  government  exploited  the  economy  and 
maintained  Hungary  in  a colonial  state,  subservient  to  Austrian  interests. 
The  antiquated  imperial  administration  was  unable  fully  to  exercise  its  in- 
fluence, and  the  regional  administration,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
provincial  aristocracy,  therefore  remained  in  power.  The  latter  became 
the  flagbearers  for  the  new  nationalism,  while  at  the  same  time  carefully 
preserving  its  own  class  privileges. 

Under  primitive  conditions  such  as  these,  commerce,  too,  remained 
rudimentary.  The  shortest  path  was  from  the  producer  direct  to  the  con- 
sumer, without  any  intermediary  intervention.  Artisans  and  farmers  took 
part  in  the  national  fairs,  and  perishable  food  products  were  sold  in  the 
markets  by  the  land-working  peasants  or  their  wives.  This  elemental 
situation  changed  somewhat  as  a result  of  the  French  wars,  during  which 
agents  were  necessary  for  acquisition  of  supplies  for  the  imperial  army. 
The  nobility  did  not  engage  in  such  undertakings,  the  peasants  were  not 
suitable,  and  the  urban  classes  too  poor.  The  Jews  filled  the  gap. 

The  reforms  instituted  by  Joseph  II,  and  the  opportunities  thereby 
created,  led  directly  to  a very  substantial  increase  in  the  Jewish 
population.  Most  of  the  new  arrivals  came  from  Galicia,  and  they  quickly 
surpassed  the  descendants  of  those  who  had  come  from  Bohemia  and 
Germany.  The  new  immigrants  established  themselves  in  fields  of  trade 
connected  with  agriculture  and  farm  life  in  general.  The  Jew  sold  the 
wine  of  the  estate  owner,  gave  credit  to  the  peasants,  who  got  drunk  in 
the  taverns,  and  purchased  their  crops.  The  tavern  operator  paid  a rental 
(arenda)  for  his  business.  Several  of  them  did  very  well  as  a result  of  the 
French  wars,  and  it  quickly  became  clear  that  it  was  impossible  to 
provide  the  needs  of  the  army  without  them.  The  Jews  were  willing  to 
take  risks  and  they  knew  the  market  prices.  At  Hegyalja  they  made  a 
name  for  themselves  particularly  as  wine  dealers. 

The  history  of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  marked  by 
the  struggle  of  the  national  and  county  assemblies  against  the  efforts  of 
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government  bodies,  their  approval  was  required.  In  general,  the 
authorities  supported  the  kehilla  leadership,  since  the  latter  served  in  ef- 
fect as  faithful  guarantees  for  orderly  collection  of  the  various  taxes 
levied  against  the  Jews.  The  kehillas  in  Zemplen  were  also  expected  to 
associate  themselves  with  the  larger  Jewish  community  in  Hungary, 
together  with  all  the  other  kehillas  in  Hungary,  especially  since  the  local 
Jewish  population  had  grown  to  such  an  extent. 
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The  freedom  of  movement,  and  the  right  to  settle  in  the  large  cities,  in- 
creased the  Jewish  population  in  these  places.  The  right  to  engage  in 
many  new  occupations  resulted  in  the  emergence  of  a Jewish  middle 

class  in  Hungary’s  cities,  among  them  Ujhely. 

Joseph  11  is  known  in  history  as  “the  hatted  king“  because  he  had 

never  formally  assumed  the  crown.  He  waived  coronation  for  ideological 
reasons,  so  that  he  would  feel  free  to  carry  out  his  reforms.  His  death,  in 
1790,  after  a serious  illness,  had  a great  impact  on  the  Jews.  Many  of 
them  understood  that  despite  his  efforts  to  bring  about  their  assimilation 
and  to  do  away  with  their  customs,  his  intentions  were  liberal  and 
humanitarian.  On  his  deathbed,  the  king  could  no  longer  withstand  the 
pressing  demands  of  the  Hungarian  nobility  from  the  counties  which 
were  deeply  rooted  in  the  doctrine  of  the  sanctity  of  traditional 

Hungarian  institutions.  He  therefore  revoked  most  of  the  regulations  and 
innovations  except  those  which  bettered  the  lot  of  the  peasants.  It  ap- 
peared as  though  everything  had  collapsed,  and  the  improvement  in  the 
conditions  of  the  Jews  was  to  be  but  a passing  episode. 

Thereupon  the  Jews  addressed  to  the  Diet  (the  national  assembly)  a 
long  and  moving  petition  which  reviewed  their  situation,  requested  that 
their  rights  be  assured,  and  that  they  be  protected  from  the  hostile  steps 
being  taken  against  them  by  the  cities.  They  asked  for  complete  freedom 
of  religion,  without  intervention,  freedom  of  movement  and  the  right  to 
choose  their  place  of  residence,  the  right  to  possess  real  estate,  freedom  to 
pursue  trade,  crafts  and  agriculture,  to  employ  Christian  servants,  and  to 
be  accepted  in  schools  of  all  levels.  The  Jews  also  requested  that  they  no 
longer  be  subjected  to  legal  action  before  the  municipal  or  village  judges, 
but  before  the  feudal  or  royal  courts.  Antal  Szirmay,  representative  of 
Zemplen,  was  particularly  active  in  the  Diet.  He  maintained,  among 
other  things,  that  the  regulations  promulgated  by  Joseph  II  should  be  left 
in  effect.  After  due  deliberation,  a law  was  passed  to  prolong  for  the  time 
being  the  situation  as  proclaimed  by  Joseph  II.  Suitable  amendments 
were  to  be  made  in  due  course.  All  this  occurred  in  1791.  The  anticipated 
continuation  did  not  come,  however.The  wars  following  the  French 
revolution  caused  a delay  of  some  fifty  years  in  the  attainment  by 
Hungarian  Jewry  of  their  full  rights  as  citizens.”  n 

The  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  Jews  in  Zemplen  made  it 
necessary  to  institutionalize  the  kehillas  in  Ujhely  and  in  the  other 
population  centers  in  the  county.  The  process  was  accelerated,  no  doubt 
as  a result  of  the  improvements  brought  about  during  the  reign  of  Joseph 
II.  The  kehilla  in  Ujhely  was  organized  as  an  autonomous  body,  and  its 
regulations  were  determined  in  accordance  with  halacha  (traditional 
Jewish  law).  However,  since  it  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  various 
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every  external  mark  which  set  Jews  apart  from  the  others,  though 
without  granting  equal  rights.  In  accordance  with  both  law  and  custom, 
the  Jews  of  Hungary  had  not  worn  the  yellow  patch  or  the  pointed  hat 
since  the  Middle  Ages.  Joseph  II  permitted  the  dignitaries  to  carry 
swords,  but  they  were  commanded  to  shave  off  their  beards.  The 
traditional  Jewish  coat,  the  caftan,  was  originally  red,  but  with  the 
passage  of  time  no  special  color  was  fixed,  the  only  requirement  being 
that  it  must  come  down  to  the  ankles.  (The  Jews  were  asked  not  only  to 
give  up  their  beards,  but  also  to  cut  off  their  earlocks  and  abandon  the 
use  of  tzitzit  fringes  on  their  garments).  These  regulations  thoroughly  up- 
set the  Jews,  and  they  presented  a special  petition  to  have  them  rescin- 
ded. In  the  face  of  convincing  arguments,  the  monarch  quickly  yielded, 
and  in  April,  1783,  these  requirements  were  revoked.  ^ 

The  toleration  edict  created  a sensation,  and  especially  in  the  Protestant 
community  in  Sarospatak,  since  their  status  was  affected  even  more  than 
that  of  the  Jews.  A synod  (zsinat)  was  assembled  in  that  town  in  1781, 
and  on  that  special  occasion  three  Jews  were  converted.  ^ Such  conver- 
sion was  a rare  event  at  that  time  in  Hungary,  and  more  especially  so  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  where  the  Jews  were  devoutly  observant 
and  loyal  to  the  faith  of  their  ancestors. 

As  befitting  an  enlightened  ruler,  Joseph  II  conducted  a population 
census  in  his  Kingdom.  In  the  columns  which  indicated  religion  there 
was  no  longer  any  distinction  between  Catholics  and  Protestants;  both 
were  listed  as  Christians,  but  the  Jews  were  counted  separately.  The 
record  showed  that  there  were  37,603  Christian  households  in  the 
county,  with  a total  of  203,491  souls.  The  Jews  numbered  1295 
households,  with  6370  souls.  The  average  number  of  persons  in  a 
Christian  family  was  5.41,  and  for  the  Jews,  5.06.  The  Jews  constituted 
3.03  percent  of  the  general  population  in  the  county,  against  1.7  percent 
which  was  the  national  average.  This  was  undoubtedly  a result  of  the 
growing  shift  in  internal  population,  since  the  Jews  had  constituted  only 
0.5  percent  of  the  population  in  the  county  in  the  1720  census.  ® 

At  this  point  it  is  intresting  to  take  note  of  the  reaction  in  1782  by 
some  Jews  in  Zemplen  with  regard  to  change  in  their  family  names.  The 
names  chosen  by  some,  while  not  necessarily  part  of  a process  of 
Magyarization,  nevertheless  indicated  clear  intentions.  One  family,  in 
Erdobenye,  selected  the  name  Benyei;  another  chose  the  name  of 
Horvath,  in  place  of  Herschko.  Some,  who  had  previously  been  members 
of  the  Meyer  family,  selected  a name  with  a Slavic  ring,  like  Potosnyik.  ^ 
In  1 785  the  king  revoked  the  personal  excise  which  had  been  levied 

only  against  Jews,  although  the  tax  was  later  collected  under  a different 
name,  since  the  treasury  did  not  wish  to  give  up  this  source  of  income. 
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that  no  Jew  would  receive  a permit  to  carry  on  any  business  unless  he 
could  produce  a certificate  attesting  to  his  education.  Parents  who  refused 
to  send  their  children  to  school  would  be  punished  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  law.  At  the  same  time,  Jews  were  permitted  to  enroll  in  the  univer- 
sities. As  a further  step  toward  complete  assimilation,  his  royal  highness 
decreed  that  all  identifying  marks  which  might  serve  to  distinguish  Jews 
from  the  remainder  of  the  population,  were  to  be  abolished.  This  in- 
cluded an  order  that  the  Jews  desist  from  raising  beards  or  bearing  any 
other  external  signs  which  might  differentiate  them.  The  various 
authorities  were  directed  to  assure  the  security  of  the  Jews  and  to  protect 
them  from  all  harm. 

Most  of  the  Jews  of  Hungary  did  not  consider  the  tolerance  edict 
favorably  because  it  did  not  grant  complete  equality  of  rights.  Some  of 
the  Jews  in  western  Hungary  welcomed  the  paragraphs  pertaining  to 
education,  but  there  was  no  great  rejoicing  in  the  eastern  regions.  Some 
thirty  Jewish  schools  were  established  throughout  the  country,  including 
in  Zemplen.^  Ujhely  and  the  surrounding  area  was  under  the  authority 
of  the  Kassa  region,  whose  chief  supervisor  was  Ferenc  Kazinczy,  the 

most  prominent  local  resident-  When  the  regulations  were  issued,  in 
1 785,  a Jewish  school  was  set  up  in  Ujhely.  In  the  first  year  it  contained 
three  classes,  and  after  the  second  year  it  had  an  enrollment  of  forty 
children.  The  local  school  supervisor  was  Rabbi  Samuel  Weill,  who  had 
previously  served  as  a dayan  (religious  judge)  in  the  Bonyhad  com- 
munity. Hatam  Sofer,  the  noted  halakhic  authority,  mentioned  Rabbi 
Samuel  in  one  of  his  responsa.  ^ The  teacher  in  Ujhely  was  Abraham 
Monisch.  The  chief  supervisor,  Kazinczy,  paid  tribute  to  the  school  for 
the  progress  it  made. 

In  the  same  year  a school  was  also  founded  in  Bodrogkeresztiir,  with 
two  classes  and  twenty-five  pupils.  The  local  supervisor  was  Rabbi 
Eliezer  London,  who  was  mentioned  in  the  responsa  of  Rabbi  Ezekiel 
Landau,  the  noted  rabbi  of  the  Prague  community.'*  The  teacher  was 
Philip  Lowe.  This  school  operated  for  two  years;  in  1788  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  Mad  and  nothing  further  is  known  about  it.  In  1787  a school 
was  established  in  still  another  Zemplen  community,  Szinna.  Moses  Ben- 
jamin, of  Potsdam,  in  Germany,  was  invited  to  serve  as  teacher,  and  he 
underwent  an  accelerated  summer  course  in  Kassa. 

Kazinczy  was  ever  motivated  by  the  principle  that  “all  of  mankind  are 
entitled  to  the  treasures  of  science.’’  He  served  as  supervisor  for  four 
years,  and  during  his  time  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  schools 
throughout  the  nation,  and  among  the  Jews  as  well.  He  had  a marked 
influence  upon  the  Jews  of  Zemplen.  5 

The  king  made  every  effort  to  do  away,  as  quickly  as  possible,  with 
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IV.  Joseph  II  and  His  Period 


The  accession  of  Joseph  II  to  the  throne  in  1780  marked  the  beginning 
of  changes  in  the  life  of  the  Jews  and  inauguration  of  a new  era.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  enlightened  of  the  absolute  monarchs  of  Europe.  He 
regarded  his  high  post  as  a mission,  and  sought  to  base  his  authoritarian 
rule  on  wisdom  and  logic,  bearing  the  stamp  of  humanistic  sentiment. 
This  approach  naturally  influenced  his  manner  of  ruling.  During  the  ten 
years  of  his  reign  he  introduced  innovations  which  had  hitherto  been 
unknown  among  his  people,  including  religious  tolerance.  The  liberal 
spirit  was  most  significant  for  Hungary,  a land  of  many  religions.  He 
sought  to  create  a new  status  for  the  Protestants,  and  was  no  less  diligent 
in  improving  the  condition  of  the  Jews,  who  were  the  most  oppressed  of 
all.  He  wished  to  open  up  new  fields  of  livelihood  for  them  and  to  cancel 
the  various  restrictive  regulations,  but  at  the  same  time  to  compel  them  to 
study  in  school,  and  most  important,  to  root  out  their  “peculiar  beliefs”, 
as  he  put  it,  so  that  they  might  eventually  become  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity and  be  transformed  into  useful  citizens  of  the  state.  ' Upon  his 
instructions,  Jews  were  permitted  to  make  their  homes  in  the  cities,  ex- 
cept the  mining  towns,  a step  which  completely  changed  the  map  of 
Jewish  settlement  in  Hungary.  Large  communities,  which  later  became 
very  well  known,  were  established  as  a result  of  this  new  arrangement. 

The  tolerance  edict  of  Joseph  II  was  issued  in  1783.  The  price  for 
tolerance  was  high.  According  to  the  new  regulations,  the  use  of  Yiddish, 
the  folk  language,  was  forbidden  in  official  documents.  Hebrew  was  per- 
missible for  religious  use  only.  The  Jewish  youth  were  to  attend  existing 
schools,  or  schools  to  be  established  for  them,  so  that  they  might  learn 
the  accepted  tongues,  namely,  Latin,  German  and  Hungarian.  Textbooks 
for  the  general  subjects  at  school  were  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
country,  and  the  censors  were  therefore  ordered  to  expunge  from  them 
anything  which  pertained  to  religion.  Inasmuch  as  the  censors  were  un- 
familiar with  Hebrew,  the  printing  of  books  in  that  language  was  banned, 
except  for  holy  works.  On  the  other  hand,  religious  lessons,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  parents,  were  permitted  within  the  school  schedule,  but  ad- 
ditional study  of  religion,  outside  of  school,  was  not  permitted.  Though 
religious  instruction  was  an  external  subject,  it  was  placed  under  general 
school  supervision.  If  qualified  Jewish  teachers  were  not  available  for  the 
Jewish  schools,  then  instruction  there  would  be  given  by  Christian 
teachers.  Compulsory  education  was  given  added  teeth  with  the  ruling 

45 


of  the  estate  of  Baron  Sennyei,  and  the  structure  had  served  for  grain 
storage.  The  memory  of  the  old  building  was  preserved  on  a plaque, 
bearing  the  above  date,  which  was  affixed  to  the  wall  of  the  new 
synagogue.  The  size  of  the  building  gives  some  indication  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  community.  The  old  house  of  worship  remained  standing  un- 
til 1887,  When  it  was  demolished,  underground  cells  were  discovered 
beneath  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  a monastery  or  perhaps  a prison  existed 
there  previously.  A geography  book  published  during  that  period  refers 
to  the  fact  that  “the  Jews  here  (Ujhely)  have  a fairly  large  synagogue.” 
The  book  adds  that  “many  Jews  live  in  Mad  and  in  Taliya;  the  Greeks 
and  the  Jews  carry  on  the  trade.  In  Varanno  there  are  many  Catholics 
and  others;  a large  number  of  Jews  are  to  be  found  there.”  32 
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Rabbi  Zvi  copied  the  regulations  in  alphabetical  order,  that  is  to  say, 
according  to  the  first  letter  of  each  paragraph.  Among  the  principle 
clauses  are  those  dealing  with  general  moral  commandments,  visiting  the 
sick,  charity,  maintenance  of  a list  of  the  deceased,  comforting  mourners, 
study  of  the  holy  writings  in  honor  of  the  soul  of  the  deceased,  proper 
ritual  care  of  the  body,  and  selection  of  functionaries.  The  record  book 
was  begun  in  1814.  Twenty  years  later,  new  regulations  were  drawn  up 
to  strengthen  internal  controls,  and  these  include  practical  aspects  for  ad- 
ministration of  the  society’s  affairs.  In  principle  these  are  similar  to  the 
regulations  in  Mad,  with  special  emphasis  on  bookkeeping,  and  detailed 
specification  of  the  duties  of  the  community  leaders. 

The  record  book  is  artistically  decorated,  with  large  letters  on  the 
cover.  Inside  is  the  quotation,  “This  is  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
shall  enter  into  it.”  On  page  three  is  a drawing  divided  into  three  parts: 
the  upper,  showing  two  lion  cubs  holding  a black  panel  on  which  the 
above  quotation  is  repeated;  the  middle,  another  panel  bearing  a legend 
identifying  the  society  in  Ujhely  by  name,  and  dated  1812,  the  year  the 
book  was  prepared;  the  lower,  depicting  a sick  and  elderly  man  lying  in 
bed  surrounded  by  six  Jews.  One  is  holding  his  hand,  one  is  praying  from 
a prayer  book,  three  others  are  standing  by,  with  woeful  countenances, 
and  the  sixth  is  sending  a lad  outside,  possibly  to  summon  a tninyan  to  be 
present  for  the  impending  death.  The  following  page  is  also  divided  into 
separate  parts  depicting,  in  order,  an  empty  bed,  four  Jews  dealing  with 
the  deceased,  at  whose  head  is  a lit  candle,  while  a weeping  woman  is 
alongside;  two  men  preparing  the  coffin;  a crowd  escorting  the  body;  and 
finally,  the  cemetery,  in  which  a grave  is  being  dug.  The  notebook  also 
contains  the  first  Hebrew  poem  written  in  Zemplen,  a dirge  on  the  death 
of  the  rabbi,  the  “Preacher”,  who  passed  away  in  1772,  the  year  the 
Hevra  Kaddisha  was  established  and  its  first  regulations  drawn  up.  The 
poem  ends  with  expression  of  a yearning  for  Zion,  and  the  first  letter  of 

each  of  the  final  lines  spells  out  the  name  of  the  rabbi. 

^ 

Beginning  with  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Ujhely  gradually 
began  to  assume  a position  of  great  importance.  The  center  of  activity  in 
the  county,  which  had  been  in  Patak,  was  transferred  to  Ujhely  in  1748. 
In  1754  the  county  building  (vdrmegyehdza)  was  constructed  there,  and 
the  city  became  the  capital  of  the  county.  The  growth  of  the  city  was  ac- 
companied by  the  development  of  the  Jewish  community  as  well.  A 
hospital  was  built  there  in  1783,  apparently  on  the  initiative  of  the  Hevra 
Kaddisha.  It  is  not  known  where  the  Jews  gathered  for  prayer,  but  the 
first  synagogue  was  built  in  1790.  This  building  was  much  later  located 
in  the  yard  of  the  large  status  quo  synagogue,  and  its  walls  inclined 
against  the  back  of  the  former  city  hall.  Earlier,  the  ground  had  been  part 
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referred  to  was  for  the  teaching  of  the  German  or  Hungarian  tongues,  or 
mathematics.  It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  assume  that  this  was  a kind  of 
heder,  or  Talmud  Torah,  or  yeshiva.  This  would  be  still  another  in- 
dication of  the  emergence  of  a kehilla  establishment.  Even  more,  the  city 
of  Ujhely  allotted  a plot  “for  the  needy  Jewish  teacher,”  so  that  he  could 
erect  his  home  there.  The  earliest  tombstone  in  the  old  cemetery  was 
erected  in  1760,  but  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  decipher  what  was  in- 
scribed on  it.  28 

Economic  stability,  improved  settlement  conditions,  and  the  attitude  of 
the  local  authorities,  all  provided  a suitable  background  for  the  formation 
of  kehillas.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  before  information  is 
available  regarding  the  setting  up  of  a kehilla,  evidence  is  found  of  the 
establishment  of  a Hevra  Kaddisha  (holy  burial  society).  The  first  was 
founded  in  Mad  in  1769,  although  1793  is  recorded  in  the  society’s 
records  as  the  year  of  its  establishment.  Its  name  was  Ner  L'maoricandle 
for  the  heavenly  radiance).  2^  The  regulations  of  the  society  include  all 
the  clauses  necessary  for  the  activity  of  the  group,  among  them  member- 
ship fees,  requirements  for  acceptance  of  members,  procedures  for  elec- 
tion of  the  direct  rate,  duties  of  the  functionaries,  financial  management, 
obligation  of  members  to  participate  in  the  meetings,  and  finally,  methods 
to  amend  these  clauses  or  add  new  ones  in  the  future. 

It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  Jews  established  their  kehilla  before 
setting  up  the  Hevra  Kaddisha,  and  on  this  basis  it  would  appear  that 
there  was  a kehilla  in  Ujhely  as  well  since,  according  to  the  record  book 
of  the  society,  a Hevra  Kaddisha  was  created  there  in  1772  by  the  city’s 
first  rabbi,  Naphtali  Ben  Shimshon,  known  as  Hamochiach  (the 
Preacher).  Unlike  most  communities  which  held  annual  elections  for  of- 
ficers of  the  burial  society  on  the  traditional  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Moses,  this  society  held  its  elections  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
their  beloved  rabbi,  the  Preacher.  A candle  in  his  memory  was  lit  in  the 
synagogue,  one  of  the  members  said  the  Kaddish,  and  recited  the 
memorial  prayer,  El  Maleh  Rachamim.  Contributions  were  pledged  in 
his  memory.  Rabbi  Naphtali  had  been  the  one  who  had  drawn  up  the 
original  regulations,  but  these  have  not  been  preserved,  and  the 
regulations  which  survived  are  those  rewritten  in  1 806  by  Rabbi  Zvi  Ben 
Yehuda,  who  was  later  to  become  head  of  the  rabbinical  court  in  Matter- 
sdorf,  in  western  Hungary.  Nothing  more  is  known  about  him.  The  old 
record  book  of  the  society  bears  the  signatures,  entered  in  1772, of  thir- 
teen dignitaries  of  the  kehilla,  among  them  Meir  Ben  Rabbi  Aharon  of 
Prague.  The  latter,  incidentally,  was  the  only  one  who  indicated  his  place 
of  origin. 
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kehilla.  When  it  was  suggested  that  all  the  signatories  in  Bodrogkeresztiir 
should  pay  the  fine  they  retorted  that  they  had  not  broken  the  agreement. 

Twelve  years  elapsed;  several  of  the  parties  to  the  agreement  passed 
away,  and  the  affair  became  even  more  complex.  The  district  magistrate 
had  at  first  sided  with  the  Baroness  and  the  Jew  from  Szegi,  but  under 
pressure  from  other  influential  magnates  who  supported  the  other  side, 
he  was  unable  to  continue  in  his  original  stand,  and  turned  to  the  sub- 
prefect, requesting  “written  instructions  if  I must  punish  the  man,  or 
refrain  from  doing  so.”  From  this  point  on  the  old  records  are  obliterated, 
and  there  is  no  longer  any  way  of  ascertaining  how  the  affair  ended,  or  if 
it  came  to  any  conclusion  at  all. 

At  any  rate,  the  incident  provided  evidence  that  dozens  of  Jewish 
lessees  were  active  in  Mad  and  in  Tolcsva.  A synagogue  was  established 
in  Bodrogkeresztiir  in  1767  and  another  in  Mad  in  1771.  The  Jews  were 
well  able  to  fight  for  their  own  interests,  and  knew  how  to  utilize  their 
connections  with  the  nobility.  The  beginnings  of  community  organization 
can  already  be  detected  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century.  24 

Census  of  the  Jews  took  place  in  1 770-7 1 , but  not  simultaneously  in  all 
districts,  hence  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a uniform  and  comprehensive 
picture  of  the  situation.  Certain  clear  trends  were  becoming  obvious,  for 
example,  that  a local  Jewish  community  was  becoming  firmly  established 
in  the  villages  at  Hegyalja.  Only  one  new  Jew  had  arrived  there  the 
previous  year;  the  remainder  had  lived  in  the  region  for  years,  and  some 
had  even  been  born  there.  The  nature  of  their  occupations  had  not 
changed,  but  from  the  amount  of  taxes  which  they  paid,  it  appears  that 
their  economic  circumstances  had  improved  somewhat.  The  name  of  the 
first  rabbi  in  Zemplen,  Rabbi  Moshe  Wahl  Littman,  is  revealed  in  the 
1771  census.  He  lived  in  his  own  home,  in  itself  an  exceptional  cir- 
cumstance, since  in  the  entire  Hegyalja  area  only  eleven  Jews  lived  in 
homes  which  they  owned.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  Zemplen 
county  followed  a liberal  policy  toward  its  Jews  in  that  it  enabled  them 
to  acquire  real  estate,  a matter  in  which  it  preceded  other  counties  in  the 
state.  In  1763  permission  was  given  to  a certain  citizen  in  Ujhely,  with 
the  approval  of  the  proprietor  of  the  estate,  to  build  his  home  on  a plot 
whose  location  was  defined  in  relation  to  the  homes  of  neighbors.  “To 
the  north  is  the  home  of  the  Jew,  Herschkovics,”  the  text  reads.  The 
home  of  this  person,  already  familiar  to  us,  was  an  established  fact,  and 
known  for  some  time.  This  was  not  a sudden  shift  in  policy.  A record  in 
1774  indicates  that  the  manager  of  the  estate  in  Regecz-Patak  allocated 
ground  for  a Jewish  school  (zsido  oskola).  Since  it  was  not  until  the  days 
of  Emperor  Joseph  II  that  regulations  were  drawn  up  making  education 
compulsory  for  all,  including  the  Jews,  it  is  hardly  feasible  that  the  school 
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Can  that  be  possible?  It  could  be  that  the  toleration  tax  imposed  on  the 
Jews  was  not  necessarily  related  to  this  outburst  of  anti-Semitism.  In 
dealing  with  the  matter  of  taxes  in  1769,  the  Mixed  Commission  came  to 
certain  objective  conclusions,  as  couched  in  the  minutes,  in  Latin:  “...The 
Jews  who  reside  in  this  county  (Zemplen)  are  so  mobile,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  fix  any  certainties  regarding  them  in  the  census...  They  are  for 
the  most  part  engaged  in  operating  taverns  and  in  distilling  brandy,  and  it 
would  therefore  be  desirable  to  check  them  once  again  in  order  to  assure 
a just  sharing  of  the  tax  burden.”  22 

Nevertheless,  the  great  majority  of  the  county’s  Jews  earned  their 
livelihood  by  hard  work.  The  few  exceptional  cases  were  more 
prominent,  like  the  owner  of  a 26-hold  (70  hold  equals  100  acres) 
vineyard  at  Bodrogkeresztur.  There  was  also  the  case  of  the  seventeen 
Jews  in  Hegyalja  who  reached  agreement  among  themselves  (1764)  that 
the  price  of  each  itce  (about  half  a liter)  of  brandy  would  be  eight  poltura, 
no  more  and  no  less.  Since  it  was  customary  for  the  local  authorities  to 
fix  prices,  the  Jews  submitted  the  text  of  their  agreement,  written  in 
Hungarian,  to  the  sub-prefect.  The  latter,  finding  the  agreement  perfectly 
legal,  signed  it  and  added  his  seal.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the  agreement 
had  been  drawn  up  in  Hebrew  as  well.  The  text  provided  that  anyone 
who  violated  the  agreement  would  be  obliged  to  pay  six  guldens  to  the 
county  treasury,  and  an  equal  amount  to  the  Bodrogkeresztur  kehilla 
(organized  Jewish  community)  to  cover  expenses  and  fine.  Most  of  the 
signatories  were  Jews  from  Bodrogkeresztur,  with  a few  from  other 
places,  including  the  village  of  Szegi  in  Hegyalja.  The  agreement  was  to 
be  in  effect  for  three  years,  and  its  purpose  was  to  prevent  uncontrolled 
competition.  It  turned  out  that  the  Jewish  lessee  in  Szegi  did  violate  the 
agreement,  and  when  this  became  known  the  other  signatories  sought  to 
compel  him  to  pay  the  twelve  guldens.  He  refused,  whereupon  he  was 
forbidden  to  set  foot  in  the  synagogue,  kosher  food  was  not  sold  to  him, 
and  he  was  in  general  boycotted.  His  fellow  Jews  refused  to  talk  to  him 
or  to  members  of  his  family.  Apparently  the  man  complained  to  his 
patroness,  the  Baroness  Kassay,  and  she  intervened  on  behalf  of  “her 
Jew”.  The  district  magistrate  (szolgabiro),  wrote  to  the  Jews  of  the  district 
ordering  them  to  desist  from  bothering  the  man.  That  was  not  the  end  of 
the  matter,  however.  The  Jews  who  had  been  the  victims  of  their 
colleague's  action  had  connections  with  the  Aspermont  family,  and  the 
manager  of  their  estate  wrote  to  the  district  magistrate  to  the  effect  that 
he  should  negotiate  with  the  sub-prefect,  who  “should  not  think  that  the 
agreement  was  subject  to  violation.”  The  dispute  continued  for  some 
time.  The  guilty  party  did  express  a willingness  to  pay  the  fine  to  the 
county  treasury,  but  he  absolutely  refused  to  make  payment  to  the 
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finds  this  most  odd,  because  of  an  amusing  association.  Such  offices  were 
located  in  only  four  cities  in  Hungary,  one  of  them  Tokaj.  Tax  collec- 
tion was  done  ruthlessly,  and  if  necessary,  with  the  help  of  the  military, 
though  only  outside  the  nobles’  estates.  If  any  Jews  were  victims  of  a 
fire,  and  could  not  make  any  payment  whatsoever,  their  co-religionists 
were  compelled  to  make  good.  This  occurred  in  1767,  when  the  Jews  of 
Zemplen  paid  the  Salt  Office  in  Tokaj  1095  florins.  No  other  group  of 
Jews  was  subjected  to  such  a heavy  tax  burden.  An  extensive  correspon- 
dence preserved  in  the  archives  deals  with  taxes  due  from  the  Jews 
during  the  sixties  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the  constant  theme  is  a 
request  to  pay  up  arrears.  • 7 Sometimes  the  supervisor  of  the  Salt  Office 
was  overly  diligent,  and  sent  an  official  to  attach  valuables,  paying  him 
one  florin  a day,  chargeable  against  the  Jews.  After  vigorous  complaints, 
the  supervisor  was  warned  by  the  Vice-Regal  Council  that  he  was  ex- 
ceeding his  authority,  and  that  it  was  up  to  the  county  to  collect  the 
taxes,  through  its  own  people. 

The  tolerance  tax  was  in  existence  for  some  time,  and  in  various 
forms,  but  the  principle  behind  it  was  not  understood  in  many  counties. 
In  1767  Empress  Maria  Theresa  published  the  precise  regulations,  and  a 
Mixed  Commission  was  set  up  to  carry  out  the  program.  In  connection 
with  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  a census  was  conducted  in  34  counties 
and  in  six  cities.  The  count  listed  5440  Jewish  families,  in  contrast  to 
2430  in  1743,  constituting  an  increase  of  124  percent.  Total  number  of 
souls  was  20,000.  This  law  weighed  heavily  upon  the  Jews  of  Hungary 
for  about  a hundred  years. 

The  authorities  also  found  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  law,  as  evidenced 
by  a document  in  the  county,  written  in  Latin,  and  quite  unusual  in  its 

tone  and  con  tent  .“...The  Jews  who  lived  in  or  circulate  in  this  are 
constantly  on  the  go.  They  have  no  fixed  places  of  abode  and  therefore... 
there  is  no  reliable  information  with  regard  to  their  number,  the  taxes 
and  the  tolerance  tax.  The  estate  owners  have  come  to  realize  that  despite 
their  coming  and  going,  the  Jews  have  caused  great  damage  wherever 
they  may  be,  and  have  brought  about  an  impoverishment  of  the  nation, 
for  which  they  should  be  banished  from  the  interior  parts  of  their 
property.”  20 

It  is  clear  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  had  dipped  his  pen  in  venom.  He 
was  motivated  by  a hostility  and  a hatred  which  were  certainly  excep- 
tional in  those  days.  It  is  almost  certain  that  as  a result  of  the  problems 
and  calamities  in  Poland  on  the  eve  of  the  partition  of  that  country,  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  flight  of  Jews  from  there  to  Hungary,  yet  the  tax 
collector  in  Ujhely  wrote  in  1770  that  despite  an  intensive  and  pain- 
staking search,  he  was  unable  to  locate  any  Polish  Jewish  refugees.  21 
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Varanno,  was  described  in  the  following  revealing  words:  This  Jew  was 
compelled  to  work  as  a swineherd  in  order  to  meet  his  tax  payments,  and 
according  to  the  record,  had  not  yet  made  payment.  Isaac  Moskovics, 
who  lived  in  another  village  in  the  same  area,  had  a son  who  was  fatally 
ill,  “hovering  between  life  and  death. “ 

Information  concerning  the  movement  of  the  Jewish  population  in 
general,  and  in  Ujhely  in  particular,  may  be  gleaned  by  comparing  the 
family  names  in  1736  with  those  in  1 746.  Only  one  head  of  a family  who 
had  been  listed  in  the  latter  census,  was  still  there  ten  years  later.  That 
was  Moshko  Herschkovics.  In  1736  he  had  two  children,  one  of  whom, 
sex  not  given,  was  an  adult.  Ten  years  later  his  household  contained  only 
his  wife  and  one  son.  All  the  other  Jews  who  had  been  recorded  in  1736 
were  no  longer  listed,  and  others  were  recorded  instead.  In  1746-47, 
532  Jews  paid  taxes  in  Zemplen.  The  tax  burden  hung  heavy  over 
them  and  was  a constant  problem. 

There  was  considerable  resentment  against  the  tolerance  tax,  which 
they  termed  Malkageld  (queen’s  money),  for  the  Jews  considered  it  an 
immoral  imposition.  That  county  authorities  throughout  the  country 
were  not  too  eager  to  cooperate  in  collection  of  the  taxes  is  learned  from 
a request  made  by  Zemplen  in  1 743  to  exempt  the  Jews  from  payment 
because  of  their  extreme  poverty.  The  letter,  addressed  to  the  Vice-Regal 
Council  (Kirdlyi  Helytartdtandcs)  which  was  in  charge  of  internal  affairs, 
made  the  point  that  the  Jews  might  be  induced  to  flee  to  Poland  because 
of  the  heavy  taxes.*  This  attitude  was  perhaps  an  expression  of  anti- 
Hapsburg  views,  as  well  as  an  understanding  of  the  important  role  played 
by  the  Jews  in  the  economic  sphere.  The  county  persisted  in  its  efforts. 
An  additional  letter,  dispatched  in  1749  to  the  Mixed  Commission  which 
was  responsible  for  allocating  the  tax  burden  among  the  various  counties, 
gave  a vivid  description  of  the  condition  of  the  Jews,  who  were  scattered 
among  the  villages,  and  living  under  deplorable  conditions.  They  earned 
their  livelihood  from  the  distillation  of  brandy  (Brandtweinbrennen).  The 
Commission  was  asked  to  display  its  good  will  and  not  to  bear  down  on 
the  Jews.  The  upshot  was  that  the  Jews  were  required  to  pay  1 1 50 
florins,  although  they  had  offered  to  pay  about  half  that  sum.  The 
document  provides  additional  statistical  information:  Jews  in  the  county 
at  the  time  numbered  539,  nine  of  them  teachers.  Despite  the  expressed 
fear  that  they  might  emigrate  to  Poland,  the  facts  were  to  the  contrary. 
Of  the  total  Jewish  population,  1 1 1 still  lacked  the  patronage  of  a noble, 
since  their  previous  lords  were  resident  outside  of  Hungary,  probably 
Poland. 

The  treasury  department  to  which  the  tax  money  was  to  be  paid  was 
known  as  the  Salt  Office,  and  one  familiar  with  the  Hungarian  language 
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Sarospatak.  Another  Jew,  of  the  same  name,  settled  in  Taliya.  This 
Moshe  diversified  his  business.  At  the  tavern  he  sold  rags,  spices  of 
various  kinds,  textiles  made  in  Hungary  and  Poland,  shoelaces  and 
notions.  Moshko  (no  family  name  is  given)  in  Ujhely,  who  came  from 
Moravia,  followed  a similar  line.  He  sold  wine  and  spirits  which  he  made 
himself,  shoelaces  and  all  kinds  of  tassels  for  clothing.  The  lists  call 
special  attention  to  those  who  possessed  boilers  for  the  distillation  of 
strong  drinks.  Because  of  the  small  number  of  Jews,  the  shochetim  (ritual 
slaughterers)  were  unable  to  gain  a livelihood  from  following  that  oc- 
cupation, and  they  therefore  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brandy, 
which  they  sold.  The  credibility  of  the  census  is  strengthened  by  marginal 
comments  with  regard  to  a number  of  beggars,  who  were  also  obliged  to 
pay  the  local  lord.  Reference  is  made  as  follows  to  a lone  Jew,  Joseph  It- 
zko,  who  lived  in  the  village  of  Boro,  near  Homonna:  “Completely 
destitute  because  of  his  advanced  age.”  This  Jew  never  paid  a penny  to 
anyone,  and  did  not  enjoy  the  patronage  of  any  noble.  How  was  this 
possible? 

On  the  basis  of  the  census  it  can  be  ascertained  that  during  the  thirties 
the  Jews  of  Zemplen  were  scattered  through  74  villages.  For  example:  In 
Tolcsva,  fourteen  families;  Mad,  nine  families;  Ujhely,  six  families.  In 
summary,  the  census  listed  539  Jews  in  the  county,  of  which  248  were 
children,  eight  teachers  and  51  servants. 

During  the  forties,  censuses  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  imposing 
special  taxes  to  finance  the  many  wars  in  which  Empress  Maria  Theresa 
engaged.  The  Jews  were  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  burden  of  these  heavy 
taxes.  Each  head  of  a family  had  to  pay  six  florins,  and  each  additional 
family  member,  two  florins.  The  pressure  became  so  strong  that  in  1 743 
Zemplen  county  complained  to  higher  authority  that  the  poor  Jews  were 
apt  to  emigrate  to  Poland,  and  as  a result  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect 
even  300  florins  from  the  Jews.  Again  in  1 747  the  county  reported  that 
after  attaching  property  they  were  unable  to  collect  more  than  278.30 
florins.  The  poverty  was  so  great,  that  the  total  worldly  possessions  of 
some  of  the  Jews  was  not  worth  even  two  florins,  which  was  the  amount 
of  the  tax  due.  However,  after  much  persuasion,  the  sum  of  696  florins 
was  collected  in  1728  from  348  Jews.” 

The  report  from  the  county  with  regard  to  the  1746  census  is  of  par- 
ticular interest.  Except  for  unusual  cases,  the  total  amount  of  tax  paid  by 
each  individual  did  not  exceed  ten  florins.  There  were  instances  of  ex- 
treme poverty,  like  the  Jew,  Joel,  of  Mad,  who  had  a wife  and  six 
children.  The  census  taker  reported  that  he  was  completely  destitute.  The 
case  was  cited  of  the  widow,  Honcso,  in  Keresztur,  who  was  rearing  a 
five-year-old  son.  The  Jew,  Baruch  Volmovics,  in  a small  village  near 
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feudal  lord.  Compared  to  what  others  paid,  this  amount  was  not  among 
the  smallest.  The  combination  of  mixed  pursuits  among  many  of  the 
Jews  at  that  time  suggests  their  difficulties  in  earning  a livelihood  under 
the  conditions  imposed  upon  them.  Josephovics’  family  was  not  large,  a 
wife  and  two  grown  children.  He  maintained  a horse  at  home.  ^ 

The  lists  enumerate  many  details:  the  number  of  souls  in  each  family, 
wife  and  children,  the  latter  usually  four  or  five  at  the  most.  Teachers  for 
the  children  and  servants  were  to  be  found  in  the  homes  of  only  a few  of 
the  very  wealthy.  The  possession  of  animals,  like  horses,  cows  and  calves 
was  also  recorded,  though  for  the  most  part  the  columns  earmarked  for 
such  count  remain  blank. 

The  Jews  settled  in  Zemplen  lived  in  houses  which  they  rented  from 
the  local  nobles,  who  extended  their  patronage  in  return  for  payments  of 
varying  amounts.  Jews  who  possessed  means  may  be  identified  by  the 
higher  payments  made  for  the  patronage,  and  the  rent  paid  to  the  lords  of 
the  estates,  though  these  were  extremely  few  among  the  generally  poor 
and  depressed.  Herschl  Leibl,  of  Mad,  paid  750  florins;  Jacob  Her- 
schkovics,  of  Bodrogkeresztur,  416  florins;  Herschko,  from  Ujhely,  100 
florins;  David  Salamon,  from  Monok,  100  florins.  The  wealthy  had 
teachers  in  their  homes,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  village  of 
Tolyva,  Herschko  Berokovics,  a widower,  had  two  children  and  three 
teachers.  The  head  of  the  household  came  from  Poland,  rented  a tavern, 
and  paid  his  lord  50  florins.  It  is  unreasonable  to  assume  that  Herschko’s 
two  children,  who  were  of  the  age  when  they  would  be  learning  the 
alphabet,  at  best,  were  in  need  of  three  teachers.  This  was  apparently  a 
cover  to  legitimize  the  presence  of  young  men  who  had  come  from  other 
Hapsburg  lands.  Emperor  Charles  III,  wishing  to  decrease  the  number  of 
Jews  in  his  kingdom,  issued  an  edict  in  1726  forbidding  the  marriage  of 
more  than  one  male  in  each  family.  This  prohibition  made  it  impossible 
for  many  young  Jews  in  Austria  and  Moravia  to  marry  and  establish 
families,  and  they  therefore  left  home  for  Hungary,  where  the  ban  did 
not  apply.  They  settled  largely  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country.  These 
young  men  were  as  a rule  well  educated,  and  the  local  Jews,  both  the 
wealthy  ones  and  the  others  as  well,  were  inclined  to  help  them  obtain 
legal  residence  in  Hungary. 

The  economic  activity  of  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  was  narrowly  restricted 
to  the  production  of  spirits  and  beer,  which  they  sold  both  wholesale  and 
retail,  the  operation  of  drinking  houses,  which  they  rented,  and  of  course 
the  sale  of  wine.  Many  were  not  gainfully  employed,  and  frequent  use 
was  made  of  terms  like  “a  poor  lessee”,  “a  foreigner  who  has  just 
arrived  , etc.  Moshe  Marcus,  who  sold  all  kinds  of  notions  and  textiles, 
was  an  exception.  He  came  from  western  Hungary  and  settled  in 
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Salamonovics  apparently  did  his  work  well  and  satisfactorily,  so  that 
his  name  reached  the  attention  of  those  in  the  highest  echelons.  In  1736, 
by  royal  proclamation,  Salamonovics  was  given  the  franchise  of  collec- 
ting the  taxes  in  the  northern  counties.  According  to  the  contract,  he  paid 
100  florins  as  a deposit  against  the  total  amount  of  3050  florins  which 
the  Jews  in  the  northern  region  were  obliged  to  pay.  This  was  undoub- 
tedly a peak  in  the  economic  career  and  status  of  a Jew  of  Zemplen  in 
the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  fields  in  which  Jews  could  operate  were  defined  and  limited, 
similar  to  such  restrictions  on  the  vassals.  They  were  kept  apart  from  the 
organic  structure  of  the  state.  Whereas  the  vassals  had  entre  to  the 
religious  life  of  the  community  through  the  church,  this  was  not  true  of 
the  Jews,  though  from  an  economic  point  of  view  their  situation  was  bet- 
ter. Since  Jews  were  not  accepted  as  members  of  the  merchants’  or  craft- 
smen’s guilds,  and  were  usually  not  permitted  to  engage  in  agriculture, 
only  a few  special  and  narrow  fields  were  left  open  to  them  for  a 
livelihood.  The  columns  in  the  census  reports  devoted  to  their  oc- 
cupations are  quite  limited.  ^ 

Despite  their  inferior  status,  they  were  not  easy  victims.  They  were 
protected  by  law  and  justice  and  they  were  able  to  apprehend  murderers 
of  their  co-religionists,  even  when  the  crime  was  committed  elsewhere, 
and  the  criminals  fled  to  Hungary.  Four  such  who  had  been  sentenced, 
filed  requests  for  pardon  in  Zemplen,  where  they  had  been  caught.  How 
the  local  authorities  responded  to  their  request  is  not  known.  ^ 

Despite  all  difficulties,  a few  Jews  were  able  to  improve  their  lot  con- 
siderably, even  when  trade  in  wine,  the  major  product  of  the  county,  was 
sometimes  forbidden  to  them.  Thus,  in  1737,  a royal  decree  barred  Jews 
and  Greeks  from  dealing  in  wine  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country. 
This  ban  did  not  apply  to  Polish  Jews  who  could  present  identification 
passports,  which  enabled  them  to  make  and  sell  kosher  wine.  ^ 

Perhaps  the  most  detailed  census  was  taken  in  1736,  when  the  figures 
were  gathered  by  regions.  It  revealed  that  most  of  the  Jews  were  of 
Polish  origin.  This  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  names  ended 
in  "vies”,  as  well  as  from  the  name  of  the  estate  owner  who  had  exten- 
ded his  patronage  to  the  Jews  before  they  came  to  Hungary.  Some  of 
those  listed  gave  first  names  only,  without  family  names.  A few  came 
from  Moravia,  and  some  even  reported  Hungary  as  their  place  of  birth. 
Without  doubt  the  Jew  Jacob  Josephovics,  who  was  recorded  in  the  cen- 
sus in  Varanno,  in  the  north  of  the  country,  is  worthy  of  special  atten- 
tion. His  origin  was  given  as  "the  kingdom  of  Italy”(?).  He  sold  wine  and 
beer,  operated  a tavern,  and  was  also  a barber-surgeon  (chirulgus).  From 
all  his  varied  undertakings  he  paid  an  annual  tax  of  1720  florins  to  his 


35 


from  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Because  of  their  poverty,  the  Jews  were  unable  to  carry  out  large 
deals.  However,  it  is  recorded  that  Lev  Oppenheimer,  a wealthy  Viennese 
merchant,  purchased  100  barrels  of  kosher  aszu  wine  from  Viczeny 
Mihaly,  who  was  the  tax  collector  (harmincados),  and  perhaps  also  the 
vintner.  He  paid  105  florins  per  barrel,  for  a total  of  10,500  florins.  This 
was  an  enormous  sum  in  those  days.  The  taxes  paid  by  all  the  Jews  of 
the  county  did  not  exceed  ten  percent  of  the  cost  of  these  100  barrels  of 
kosher  aszu  wine.  Apparently  there  were  wealthy  Jews  in  Vienna  and  in 
German  towns  who  had  the  wherewithal  to  pay  Oppenheimer  for  this 
precious  liquor.  It  was  certainly  not  the  Jews  of  Zemplen.  The  document 
provides  no  information  whatever  how  the  non- Jewish  Zemplen  vintner 
happened  to  undertake  such  a limited  province  as  the  supply  of  kosher 
aszu  wine,  nor  is  there  any  information  as  to  who  were  the  mashgichim 
(religious  supervisors),  who  kept  an  eye  on  the  entire  process,  beginning 
with  the  harvesting  of  the  grapes  and  ending  with  the  shipment  to 
Vienna.  The  official  history  of  Zemplen  does  not  include  among  its  list  of 
nobles  the  name  of  the  above  vintner  (tax  collector),  who  because  of  his 
influential  position  might  also  have  served  as  the  middle  man  for  the 
transaction.  The  document,  dated  1721,  records  only  the  terms  of  the 
sale.  A portion  of  the  payment  was  paid  immediately,  and  promissory 
notes  were  given  for  the  balance.  A Hebrew  signature  appears  at  the  end 
of  the  bill  of  sale.  ^ 

At  this  point  attention  must  be  called  to  a document  in  the  county  ar- 
chive, dated  1 646.  This  paper  refers  to  a man  by  the  name  of  Mojsy  Vet- 
senyi,  but  it  is  not  clear  if  this  “Moshe”  was  a Jew.  ^ At  any  rate,  the 
similarity  of  his  name  with  that  of  Viczeny  makes  it  very  plausible  to 
assume  that  there  might  have  been  a family  connection  between  Moshe 
and  Mihaly.  Could  this  provide  an  explanation  for  the  kosher  wine  tran- 
saction? 

The  first  Zemplen  Jew  who  pulled  himself  out  of  general  poverty  and 
had  widespread  commercial  relations  was  Michael  Salamonovics,  of 
Homonna  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  He  was  first  recorded  in 
1702,  as  known  in  town.  In  1723  the  treasury  office  in  Kassa  leased  to 
him  for  three  years  the  right  to  produce  kosher  wine  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  a franchise  for  the  collection  of  the  toleration 
tax.  His  license  covered  ten  counties.  It  appears  that  Salamonovics 
operated  for  more  than  three  years,  for  in  1731  he  was  due  to  receive 
help  from  the  authorities  in  collecting  taxes  in  Sarospatak.  Toll  and 
customs  collectors  always  had  a good  business.  Because  of  the  risks  and 
difficulties  in  such  collections,  they  usually  paid  for  their  franchise  far 
less  than  they  were  expected  to  collect.  5 
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most  of  them  belonged  to  the  lowest  and  poorest  social  strata.  The 
population  censuses  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  attest  to  the 
Jewish  status.  They  include  details  on  the  social  and  economic  conditions 
of  the  Jews,  their  homes  and  their  occupations,  all  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  proper  collection  of  taxes.  It  also  becomes  clear  that  among  the 
various  ethnic  groups  which  came  to  fill  the  partly  depopulated  country, 
were  Jews  who  reached  the  northeast  counties,  both  from  neighboring 
lands,  especially  Poland,  and  from  the  western  part  of  Hungary. 

Partial  censuses  were  held  as  early  as  1698-99  in  some  districts  in  the 
north  of  Zemplen,  but  these  were  incomplete.  A general  census  held  in 
1715  did  not  take  account  of  religious  differences  except  in  the  case  of 
Jews.  At  that  time  the  count  showed  541  Jews  in  the  county.  Of  these  53 
heads  of  families  were  engaged  in  operating  taverns,  39  in  distilling  of 
alcohol,  and  only  five  were  traders.  The  first  national  census  was  conduc- 
ted in  1725-28,  and  this  revealed  that  78  Jewish  families  were  already 
resident  in  56  of  the  435  villages  in  the  county.  There  were  203  families 
in  the  five  counties  in  northeast  Hungary  at  the  time.  To  be  sure,  this 
may  not  reflect  the  total  number  of  Jews,  nor  is  it  clear  if  the  census  took 
account  of  lessees  only.  For  purposes  of  statistical  estimates  it  is 
customary  to  multiply  the  number  of  families  by  4.5  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  number  of  individuals.  • 

The  number  of  Jews  in  Zemplen  and  its  adjacent  counties  was  in- 
finitesimal in  comparison  with  the  number  in  neighboring  Poland.  The 
paucity  of  Jews  in  Hungary  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  Jews  never 
wished  to  be  isolated  from  their  co-religionists.  They  always  preferred 
organized  communities  where  there  would  be  facilities  for  prayer  with  a 
minyan,  kosher  food,  religious  schools,  cemetery,  etc.,  all  the  elements 
which  go  into  Jewish  life.  No  matter  how  bad  conditions  were  in  Poland 
or  in  other  neighboring  countries,  very  few  looked  upon  Hungary  as  a 
desirable  place  to  which  to  emigrate.  Jews  who  came  to  Zemplen  at  first 
settled  largely  in  the  extreme  northern  districts,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century  did  not  reach  the  interior  districts  to  the  south. 
Even  the  lessees  among  them  were  wretchedly  poor,  as  is  clear  from  the 
very  small  rental  fees  which  they  paid.  More  than  once  the  census  takers 
referred  to  one  or  another  Jew  as  a “pitiable  refugee”.  Since  consumer 
needs  in  the  villages  was  small,  trade  was  conducted  on  a primitive  scale. 
The  small  number  of  Jews  here  copstituted  0.83  percent  of  the  general 
population.  This  percentage  was  somewhat  higher  than  the  national 
average,  which  then  amounted  to  0.65  percent.  During  this  period  there 
were  relatively  more  noblemen  and  more  Jews  in  Zemplen,  and  less  ur- 
ban dwellers  and  vassals  than  the  national  average.  The  trend,  which  was 
later  to  lead  to  a substantial  Jewish  community  in  Zemplen,  was  evident 
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III.  The  Eighteenth  Century  — Formation  of  the  Communities 


Three  events  of  great  significance  occurred  in  Hungary  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries:  the  Turks  were  driven  out  of  the 
central  part  of  the  country,  Hungary  was  united  under  Hapsburg 
sovereignty,  and  the  national  revolt  of  Rakoczi  against  Austrian  rule  was 
decisively  routed.  The  Hungarian  population  dwindled  considerably,  and 
large  scale  immigration  of  various  ethnic  groups  flooded  the  country. 
Jewish  settlement  was  concentrated  in  the  north  and  the  northwest,  and 
was  composed  of  emigres  from  Austria,  Moravia,  Galicia  and  Poland. 
Only  a small  minority  was  located  in  the*  northeast. 

The  social  status  of  Jews  residing  in  noblemen’s  counties  was  that  of 
vassals  (jobbagy)  though  perhaps  of  a slightly  higher  level.  Communities 
came  into  existence  when  the  estate  proprietors  granted  permission  for 
residence,  at  a time  when  the  king  and  the  free  cities  did  not  always  grant 
such  permission.  As  a class,  the  Jews  were  therefore  discriminated 
against,  and  their  rights  were  not  clearly  defined,  not  in  their  place  of 
residence,  and  certainly  not  on  a countrywide  basis.  Permission  to  reside 
was  dependent  on  the  whims  of  the  various  authorities,  municipal,  royal, 
and  as  noted,  estate  owners.  The  Jews  were  not  an  integral  part  of  the 
social  structure,  and  their  precise  place  in  the  feudal  scale  was  not  fixed. 
The  feudal-absolutist  reign  in  Hungary  established  which  occupations 
and  which  branches  of  commerce  were  prohibited  to  Jews.  The  king  and 
the  landed  gentry  were  the  two  principal  authorities  holding  sway  over 
the  Jews,  since  most  of  the  cities  were  closed  to  them.  The  Jews 
sometimes  derived  advantages  as  a result  of  the  struggle  between  the 
king’s  desire  for  centralized  authority,  and  the  noblemen’s  efforts  in  the 
direction  of  separatism.  On  a national  basis,  the  king  gave  residency  {per- 
mission, but  this  was  dependent  on  the  approval  of  the  estate  landlord, 
who  determined  the  dependency  relationship,  the  obligations  and  the 
privileges.  Feudal  patronage  was  necessary  as  a matter  of  security  and 
defense,  which  were  provided  in  return  for  the  economic  advantages 
which  the  nobleman  derived  from  his  Jewish  subjects. 

Hungary  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  period  of  disturbances  which 
it  had  gone  through.  As  a result  of  the  uncertainties  on  the  highways, 
trade  had  not  yet  reached  the  villages,  and  under  these  circumstances  the 
Jews  were  able  to  play  an  extremely  vital  role,  and  to  fill  a vaccum, 
despite  the  legal  discrimination  to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  the 
prejudices  against  them.  The  Jews  were  not  all  of  one  stamp,  though 
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The  leader  of  the  revolt  was  of  course  in  need  of  vast  funds.  He  en- 
joyed a close  relationship  with  the  Viennese  businessman,  Samuel  Op- 
penhimer.  Pursuant  to  an  agreement,  "he  had  a number  of  barrels  of 
wine  here,  and  for  some  time  two  of  his  Jews  in  Patak  dealt  with  them. 
Now  these  Jews  broke  the  seals,  and  representatives  of  his  highness,  the 
prince,  chose  the  barrels  of  the  very  best  and  took  them  away...’'  It  can 
not  be  said  that  Rakoczi's  rebels  were  particularly  well  disposed  toward 
the  Jews,  though  there  is  no  record  of  any  special  plots  against  them  in 
Zemplen.  There  is  one  record  of  a Jew  who  fled  from  rebel  armies  in 
1 705  and  reached  Ujhely.  The  famous  rebellion  ended  in  1711,  and  its 
failure  marked  the  beginning  of  a new  era  both  for  Hungary  and  for  the 
future  of  Jewish  settlement  there. 
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mysr\  that  is  to  say,  he  came  from  Prmysl  in  Poland.  The  man  must 
have  been  well  known  locally,  for  his  name  in  Hungarian  was  recorded 
in  a familiar  manner  (Judka  zsidd).  Numerous  additional  documents 
make  reference  to  lessees  and  rentals,  as  for  example,  in  Szinna,  where  a 
Jewish  brewer  leased  a toll  post  and  a tavern  for  the  sale  of  strong  drinks, 
on  an  annual  basis.  27  a list  of  Jewish  lessees  in  1698  mentions  Jews  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  and  concludes  with  the  observation: “It 
should  be  noted  that...  the  names  are  not  known  of  Jews...  in  Ujhely 
who  are  making  a good  living.”  In  Homonna  500  florins  was  paid  for 
a one  year  rental  of  mills  and  taverns.  ^9 

In  the  final  year  of  the  century,  1699,  Jews  continued  to  participate  in 
the  international  trade  between  Hungary  and  Poland,  despite  all  the 
previous  restrictions.  A Jew* from  Ujhely,  whose  name  is  not  mentioned, 
exported  tobacco  to  Poland,  and  on  one  occasion,  according  to  a contem- 
porary manuscript,  was  robbed  and  stripped  of  everything,  so  that  he 
went  bankrupt.  Another  document,  dated  the  same  year,  tells  of  other 
Jews  from  settlements  in  the  north  of  the  county.  Some  of  them  were  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  some  were  merchants  with  license  to  carry  on  business 
with  the  neighboring  country. 

Up  to  this  point,  Jewish  presence  has  been  determined  in  the  villages 
of  the  county,  and  especially  in  the  north,  but  not  in  Ujhely  itself.  Prior 
to  their  appearance  in  the  city,  the  word  “Jew”  is  mentioned  in  the  city 
record  book  in  1 664  for  the  second  time,  about  250  years  after  Lucasius, 
who  had  bequeathed  property  for  the  public  welfare.  A woman  by  the 
name  of  Zsido  Katalin,  together  with  her  husband,  drew  up  some  kind  of 
contract.  The  word  “Jew”  appears  in  two  other  forms,  as  the  family 
name  of  county  noblemen,  who  owned  estates,  both  in  Bodrogkoz,  in  the 
villages  of  Nagyrozvagy,  and  Kisrozvagy.  The  names  are  Zsiday  and 
Siday.  Furthermore,  a six-pointed  star,  which  had  already  become  an  ac- 
cepted Jewish  symbol  in  central  Europe  during  the  beginning  of  this 
period,  is  to  be  found  among  other  decorative  elements  in  the  coats  of 
arms  of  several  families  in  the  county  of  Zemplen. 

The  great  rebellion  of  Ferenc  Rakoczi  II  resulted  in  no  change  what- 
soever in  the  status  of  the  Jews.  As  in  the  days  of  Thokoly,  they  con- 
tinued with  their  affairs.  For  example:  The  new  revolutionary  govern- 
ment bought  felt  from  a Jew  in  1 705  in  return  for  wines  produced  in  the 
Rakoczi  vineyard  at  Hegyalja.  On  the  other  hand,  a Jew  from  Liszka  was 
accused  of  non-payment  of  a debt  for  purchase  of  wine  on  credit,  and  im- 
prisoned in  the  jail  in  Munkacs.  He  managed  to  escape,  and  the 
authorities  instituted  a search  for  him  throughout  the  country,  both  in 
Hungary  and  Transylvania.  It  is  not  known  if  Rakoczi  agreed  to  the 
issuance  of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  order  against  the  fugitive  Jew. 
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the  situation  hastened  to  report  that  only  one  Jewish  lessee  was  a per- 
manent resident  in  Homonna.  The  others  appeared  there  to  purchase 
wine  only  during  the  vintage  season.  His  added  observation  shed  further 
light  on  the  security  situation  on  the  highways.  He  wrote:  “Royal 
loyalists  (Labanc)  steal  the  wine  from  the  Jews  while  in  transit,  and  then 
permit  the  Jews  to  continue  on  their  way  only  upon  double  and  triple 
payments.  The  Jews  no  longer  venture  to  come  buy  wine.”  An  item  in 
1671  adds  further  testimony  regarding  the  small  number  of  Jews  and 
their  scattered  distribution:  “Two  Jewish  lessees  live  on  a nobleman  s 
estate  in  Nagymihaly.” 

The  county  authorities  did  not  always  support  the  foreign  traders, 
whether  Poles  or  Jews.  They  voiced  their  complaint  in  1688,  in  Latin,  as 
follows:  “Poles  and  Jews  (Haebrei)  and  other  foreign  nationals,  who  as  a 
rule  do  not  bear  their  share  of  responsibilities  to  the  state,  frequently 
penetrate  to  Hegyalja  during  the  height  of  the  vintage  season  and  buy  the 
very  choicest  wines,  making  a quick  profit...”  24  xhis  was  no  doubt 
jealous  rivalry  of  some  of  the  nobles,  since  the  grape  growers  preferred 
the  foreigners  over  them.  If  the  state  had  not  proclaimed  this  a 
monopoly,  the  merchants  and  traders  would  certainly  have  lowered  the 
prices  even  more.  It  would  appear  that  on  this  occasion  the  complaint  of 
the  county  authorities  produced  no  satisfaction.  About  five  years  later, 
however,  one  Jacob  Israelovics,  a lessee  in  Homonna,  bought  thirty 
barrels  of  wine  and  paid  thirty  thaler  per  barrel.  He  signed  the  receipt  in 
Hebrew  — “Yaakov  ben  Yisrael”.  ^5  it  is  obvious  from  the  signature  that 
Yaakov  had  no  family  name.  This  was  also  clear  from  his  translation  of 
his  name,  which  means,  son  of  Israel,  the  suffix  “vies”  meaning  “son 
of’.  The  man  came  from  Poland,  and  was  unfamiliar  with  Latin  letters, 
hence  the  signature  in  Hebrew. 

According  to  the  documentation  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of 
Jewish  tenants  increased  during  the  last  decade  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury or  could  this  be  due  to  the  fact  that  more  documents  were  preserved 
in  Zemplen?  As  a general  rule,  Jews  are  referred  to  by  their  private 
names  only.  They  operated  in  the  northern  sections  of  the  county,  as 
Homonna,  Galszecs,  Terebes,  Sztropko,  Nagymihaly  and  others.  In  1673 
Jews  were  forbidden  to  rent  premises,  but  the  ban  appears  to  have  had 
little  effect  in  the  years  that  followed.  Ari  Leib  from  Pazdics,  wrote  his 
name  in  Hebrew  in  1691  on  a receipt  confirming  payment  of  six  florins 
for  two  barrels  of  beer  for  army  recruits,  who  spent  the  night  in 
Na^mihaly.  His  name  on  the  seal  would  appear  to  indicate  that  he  was 
born  in  Pazdics,  or  at  least  was  a veteran  resident  of  the  village. 

In  another  case,  “the  Jew,  Yehuda”  gave  a receipt  in  Varanno  for  the 
purchase  of  beer  and  herring,  and  on  the  seal  he  wrote  “Yehuda  from  Pr- 
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tells  us  that  besides  their  dealing  in  wine,  the  Jews  leased  taverns  and  toll 
posts,  and  lived  in  rented  homes.  An  event  which  occurred  in  1657 
in  Nyitra  county,  in  western  Hungary,  hundreds  of  kilometers  from 
2^mplen,  was  considered  an  exceptional  case.  This  involved  two  Jews 
from  Ujhely,  Marcus  Moisesovics,  the  toll  collector,  and  Marcus  Stiasni. 
They  made  an  arrangement  with  Hungarian  traders  in  Uj-Galgoc,  and 
transported  tin,  purchased  in  Moravia  and  Silesia,  to  Turks  in  Buda 
This  transaction  was  quite  different  from  the  usual  dealing  in  wine, 
which  had  been  going  on  for  decades.  It  was  trade  across  national  bor~ 
ders,  conducted  by  Jews  from  Ujhely  who  were  operating  quite  far  from 
their  homes.  The  extent  to  which  such  trade  was  being  expanded  may  be 
learned  from  the  fact  that  the  county  authorities  banned  Greeks  and  Jews 
from  dealing  in  gold  and  silver.  Documentation  makes  frequent  men- 
tion of  hamlets  and  towns  close  to  the  Polish  border,  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  It  may  be  assumed  that  there  were  more  Jews  in 
Homonna  and  its  environs  than  in  Ujhely  and  the  area  south  of  it. 

All  commerce  is  dependent  on  security  on  the  roads.  How  effective 
were  the  county  authorities  in  this  regard?  There  is  record  of  an  incident 
in  the  summer  of  1 669  when  two  Jews  travelling  through  several  villages 
decided,  at  nightfall,  to  lodge  in  the  little  community  of  Rakocz.  They  had 
come  from  the  north,  and  were  bearing  textiles  for  sale.  As  they  left 
Rakocz  in  the  morning  they  were  robbed.  They  filed  a complaint,  and  the 
sub-prefect  of  the  county  (alispdn),  appointed  a three-member  committee 
to  probe  the  matter.  The  committee  gathered  testimony,  but  unfor- 
tunately there  is  no  further  information  available  with  regard  to  what 
happened,  and  whether  the  robbers  were  punished.  It  certainly  should 
have  been  in  the  best  interests  of  the  community  to  be  concerned  with 
safe  conditions  for  commerce,  and  to  protect  even  Jewish  traders. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  the  political  situation  worsened  in  the  coun- 
try as  a whole,  and  especially  in  a border  area  like  Zemplen,  the 
authorities  found  themselves  helpless.  The  Jews  were  subject  to 
molestation  from  those  loyal  to  the  king  as  well  as  from  the  rebels.  When 
the  two  towns  of  Tokaj  and  Sarospatak  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1 680  by 
the  followers  of  Thokoly,  the  official  report  mentioned  that  the  principal 
sufferers  were  the  Jews.  21  At  any  rate,  in  1683  it  was  proclaimed  in  the 
Homonna  area,  which  recognized  the  authority  of  Thokoly,  that  the  Jews 
must  send  representatives  to  participate  in  negotiations  to  determine  the 
taxes  due  from  them.  Furthermore,  they  were  obligated  to  produce 
authorization  from  Thokoly,  lacking  which  they  would  not  be  permitted 
to  continue  with  their  unrestricted  trade.  However,  contrary  to  the  great 
expectations  for  collection  of  large  amounts  from  numerous  Jews,  the 
local  authorities  were  due  to  be  disappointed.  The  official  who  checked 
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was  that  the  Poles  were  apt  to  react  vigorously  if  there  was  interference 
with  free  trade.  The  local  authorities  benefited  from  this  trade  as  well 
as  the  dealers.  Local  estate  owners  and  townships  imposed  tolls  for  use  of 
the  roads,  for  crossing  bridges,  etc.  The  royal  treasury  also  benefited  from 
customs  duties  charged  at  the  border,  at  the  rate  of  one  thirtieth  of  the 
value  of  the  imports.  Noblemen  were  exempt  from  the  taxes,  and  others, 
too,  could  qualify  for  exemption  for  various  reasons.  The  royal  tax  collec- 
tor was  known  as  the  tricesimator  (harmincados),  charging  the  one  thir- 
tieth levy. 

The  first  Jewish  lessees  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury and  are  mentioned  in  documents.  They  leased  flour  mills,  and 
taverns  in  which  they  sold  brandies  and  mead  (meh-sor)  a strong  drink 
made  of  honey  and  hops.  It  appears  that  the  village  Jews  possessed  large 
boilers  for  the  preparation  of  the  brandy,  and  the  local  authorities  in 
Homonna  in  the  north  were  asked  to  check  up  on  the  number  of  these 
boilers  so  as  to  assure  that  the  Jews  were  not  evading  payment  of  taxes 
for  their  activity.  ^5  Evidence  such  as  this,  scanty  though  it  is,  makes  it 
possible  to  obtain  a picture  of  the  first  appearance  of  Jews  in  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century  in  Zemplen,  where  they  also  engaged 
profitably  in  the  leasing  of  real  estate. 

During  this  period  the  county  was  again  placed  under  the  rule  of  the 
Hapsburg  king,  and  cut  off  from  the  Principality  of  Transylvania.  In  the 
decades  that  followed,  Zemplen  was  not  spared  the  many  disasters  which 
swept  over  Hungary.  Toward  the  end  of  the  same  century,  the  Christian 
armies  under  Hapsburg  command  succeeded  in  driving  the  Turks  out  of 
most  of  the  country,  but  the  Hungarian  people  were  not  entirely  grateful 
to  the  king  for  this  “liberation”.  Quite  the  contrary;  even  before  the 
departure  of  the  Turks  there  was  clear  evidence  of  widespread  dissatisfac- 
tion among  the  Hungarian  nobility,  which  found  first  expression  in  an 
anti-Hapsburg  conspiracy.  The  repression  of  the  Protestants  and  the 
discrimination  against  them  served  to  intensify  the  revolt.  In  1678,  about 
ten  years  after  the  liberation  of  Buda  from  the  Turks,  open  revolution 
broke  out  under  the  leadership  of  Imre  Thokoly.  This  was  only  the 
first  of  many  rebellions  during  the  conflict  which  raged  for  years  between 
the  Hapsburg  monarch  and  his  Hungarian  subjects,  until  the  defeat  of 
Ferenc  Rakoczi  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  ‘ 

During  these  fluid  and  rapidly  changing  times,  no  permanent  Jewish 
settlement  was  established  in  Zemplen.  The  Jews,  most  of  them  in- 
dividuals, were  scattered  in  various  villages  and  towns.  Most  of  the 
documents  extant,  which  deal  with  commercial  matters,  give  little  in- 
dication of  the  far-reaching  changes  taking  place  in  Hungary.  The  set  of 
volumes  containing  a wealth  of  documents  about  the  Jews  of  Hungary 
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Poles  are  not  the  only  ones  who  cx)me  to  ‘the  foot  of  the  mountain’  to 
purchase  wine;  the  Jews,  too,  buy  entire  productions.  The  chief  prefect  of 
the  county,  Alaghy,  sold  50  barrels  of  the  crop  to  Jews  who  harvested 
the  grapes  themselves  and  poured  the  juice  into  barrels,.  The  allusion  is 
clearly  to  kosher  wine,  in  the  preparation  of  which  non  Jews  may  not  be 
employed.  ^ 

A bill  of  sale  for  wine  in  the  year  1633  is  of  considerable  interest.  The 
document  was  written  in  Hungarian  and  makes  reference  to  the  Jew, 
Yaakov  (Yakob  sydo),  and  to  another  simply  as  “the  Jew”.  There  were 
so  few  Jews  that  it  was  apparently  sufficient  to  identify  him  merely  as 
“the  Jew”,  and  people  would  doubtless  know  who  was  meant.  Barrels  of 
wine,  not  in  large  quantity,  were  sold  in  Kiralyhelmec,  in  Szolos  and  in 
Beregszasz.  This  enables  qs  to  follow  the  track  of  Jews  engaged  in  com- 
merce in  Hungary,  from  west  to  east,  and  from  north  to  south,  prior  to 
their  settling  in  Zemplen  and  other  counties  in  eastern  Hungary.  These 
facts  are  confirmed  some  thirty  years  later  in  evidence  which  records  that 
Jews  harvested  the  grapes  themselves,  pressed  them,  etc.  and  arranged 
for  storage  of  the  wine  after  its  preparation.  ‘ * These  Jews  could  have 
been  dealers  or  agents  from  Poland,  or  even  emissaries  from  communities 
in  western  Hungary. 

There  is  still  another  possibility.  They  might  have  come  from  the 
Turkish  region  of  Hungary,  though  such  trade  was  fraught  with  many 
dangers  because  of  the  total  prohibition  against  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  to  believing  Moslems.  Transgressors  could  lose  their  heads.  It  is 
almost  certain,  however,  that  during  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury Jews  from  Poland  did  come,  as  evidenced  by  a query  regarding  the 

regulations  governing  the  kashrut  of  wine,  addressed  to  Rabbi  Joel  Sirkes 
in  which  it  is  told  that  they  came  into  contact  with  the  “nobleman 
Rakoczi”.  The  traders  visited  Zemplen  Fortress,  located  in  the  Szerencs 
region,  where  the  Rakoczi  family  did  indeed  maintain  an  estate.  It 
could  well  be  that  these  traders  may  be  regarded  as  the  forefathers  of  the 
modern  Jewish  community,  laying  the  foundations  for  Jewish  settlement 
in  Zemplen  in  the  seventeenth  century,  through  the  growing  of  grapes 
and  the  production  and  sale  of  wine. 

The  production  of  kosher  wine  was  but  one  aspect  of  the  establishment 
of  a Jewish  community  here.  As  noted  earlier,  the  county  was  on  the 
border,  and  trade  in  various  commodities  passed  through  the  area.  Ad- 
ditional evidence  tells  of  contact  between  the  inhabitants  of  Zemplen  and 
Jews  who  imported  furs  and  spices  from  Poland.  A Jew  named  Israel 
brought  in  a shipment  of  these  items  which,  for  some  reason,  were  im- 
pounded. The  consignees,  on  whose  behalf  Israel  was  operating,  exerted 
great  efforts  to  have  the  merchandise  released.  Their  principal  contention 
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particular  support  to  the  school  at  Sarospatak,  which  even  then  had 
established  a name  for  itself.  The  institute  had  been  founded  in  1531,  at 
first  as  a primary  school,  but  it  quickly  developed  into  an  institution  of 
higher  learning.  The  prince  determined  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
school  and  guided  its  administration. 

Many  of  the  princes  of  Transylvania  showed  great  tolerance,  and  per- 
mitted Jews  to  settle  in  their  country.  One  of  those  who  came  to  Alba 
Julia  (Gyulafehervar)  was  the  Spanish  physician,  Valerius  David,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Salamanca.  The  young  doctor  had  studied 
at  universities  in  France  and  Italy  as  well.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Alba  Julia 
he  at  once  made  contact  with  the  academy  there,  and  under  the  influence 
of  its  professors  was  converted  to  Christianity  as  a Protestant.  Prince 
Rakoczi  appointed  him  a teacher  of  theology  and  philosophy  at  the 
school.  The  professor,  together  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  came  to 
take  up  their  new  home  in  Sarospatak  in  1636,  and  by  order  of  the 
prince,  the  journey  was  accomplished  with  a military  escort,  as  indication 
of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held.  6 The  enlightened  policies  of  the 
prince  and  his  interest  in  the  development  of  the  academy  are  indicated 
by  the  establishment  of  a printing  press  there.  In  addition  to  Greek  type 
faces,  “Jewish  letters”  were  also  ordered,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  in  the 
seventeenth  century  when  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew  were  regarded  by 
the  intellectuals  as  the  classical  languages!  i 

Zemplen’s  fame  as  a wine-producing  center  extended  beyond 
Hungary,  and  its  Tokay  wines  attained  a world  reputation  for  their  taste, 
aroma  and  piquancy.  Hegyalja  (foot  of  the  mountain)  is  located  on  the 
northern  border  line  of  the  grape-growing  area,  but  areas  further  south  in 
Hungary  cannot  compete  in  the  quality  of  their  wines.  Grapes  had  been 
grown  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  region  since  the  days  of  the 
Hungarian  conquest,  but  after  the  departure  of  the  Mongols  in  the  middle 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  Italian  immigrants  took  over  the 
viniculture.  The  superiority  of  the  Tokay  wines  are  ascribed  to  a com- 
bination of  the  unusual  qualities  of  soil  and  climate,  for  even  vine  stocks 
brought  from  other  countries  and  planted  there,  changed  their  taste  and 
took  on  the  special  flavor  of  the  local  product.  King  of  the  wines  is  the 
asu  (Aussbruch),  made  from  vintage  of  especially  fruitful  years.  The 

first  asu  was  prepared  from  the  vintage  of  the  Oremus  vineyard  in 
^ 

UJhely  by  a priest  from  the  court  of  George  Rakoczi  for  the  prince’s  wife, 
LorantflFy  Zsuzsanna.  8 

Poland,  Russia  and  Germany  were  the  principal  customers  for  these 
wines.  Little  wonder,  therefore,  that  one  of  the  earliest  documents  con- 
nected with  Jewish  activity  in  the  region,  and  written  in  Hungarian 
(1609),  deals  with  the  vintage  of  Mad.  The  writer  maintains  that  “the 
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ter’s  reign,  reference  was  made  to  a citizen  of  Ujhely,  Lucasius,  who  was 
identified  as  a Jew  (Zydo),  apparently  because  of  his  family  name.  This  is 
not  necessarily  proof  of  any  Jewish  presence  in  the  city,  but  it  could 
provide  a hint  of  some  connection.  4 

The  next  major  reference  was  during  the  reign  of  Matthias  Corvinus, 
the  first  monarch  of  at  least  partial  Hungarian  extraction  since  Arpad.  He 
appointed  a Jew  to  the  post  of  “Prefect  of  the  Jews,  in  which  capacity  his 
major  function  was  to  collect  the  taxes  from  his  co-religionists.  Beginning 
in  1482  this  office  was  occupied  by  Jacob  Mendel,  who  resided  in  Buda, 
in  proximity  to  the  king,  whereas  his  retainers  were  scattered  in  the 
Jewish  communities  throughout  the  country.  One  of  these  men,  whose 
name  was  Yisrael,  operated  in  Sarospatak  in  1489.  He  succeeded  in  im- 
pounding the  wealth  of  a resident  of  Kassa,  who  had  owed  money  to  the 
Jewish  prefect.  It  is  not  clear  if  this  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  a Jewish  community  in  Sarospatak  in  the  fifteenth  century,  or  whether 
Yisrael  was  a roving  emissary  who,  during  the  course  of  his  duties, 
reached  the  Zemplen  area,  and  while  in  the  neighborhood  collected  from 
the  debtor  in  Kassa.  Yisrael  had  occasion  to  turn  to  the  courts  for 
assistance  in  collecting  debts,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  successful  in  all 
his  cases  but  one.  This  activity  by  Yisrael,  and  the  possession  of  property, 
do  not  constitute  firm  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a Jewish  community  in 
Zemplen  in  the  fifteenth  century,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
economic  interests  of  the  Jews  made  it  necessary  for  them  to  come  closer 
to  the  eastern  parts  of  Hungary.  5 

The  arrival  of  the  Turks,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Hungarian  army  at 
Mohacs  in  1526,  brought  about  a complete  change  in  conditions.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  Turkish  conquest  of  a major  part  of  the  country,  there  were 
two  claimants  to  the  Hungarian  crown.  Emperor  Ferdinand  of  Austria,  a 
Hapsburg,  and  John  Zapolyai,  Prince  of  Transylvania.  From  the  begin- 
ning Zemplen  was  on  the  border  between  the  two  contenders  for  the 
crown  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Turks  who  controlled  the  central  part  of 
the  country,  on  the  other.  After  the  Turks  captured  Buda,  center  of  the 
Hungarian  monarchy,  Hungary  was  subjected  to  a tripartite  partition 
which  lasted  for  about  1 50  years.  The  county  was  included  within  the 
Hapsburg  area,  and  since  it  was  on  the  border,  it  was  subjected  to  con- 
siderable troublesome  outbreaks.  Security  in  the  country  was  never 
stable.  The  estate  lords  battled  among  themselves,  some  supporting  the 
king  in  Vienna,  and  some  siding  with  the  Transylvanian  prince.  From 
time  to  time  the  Turks  sallied  into  the  county,  and  even  occupied 
southern  sections  temporarily. 

Following  these  vicissitudes  the  county  passed  under  the  control  of  the 
prince  of  Transylvania,  who  was  then  George  Rakoczi  I.  The  latter  gave 
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her  of  villages  preserve  the  memory  of  their  presence  to  this  day,  such  as 
Olaszliszka  and  Bodrogolaszi.  Russians,  known  also  as  Ruthenians,  set- 
tled here  as  early  as  the  fourteenth  century.  The  latter  succeeded  in 
rooting  themselves  locally,  and  in  ensuing  generations  built  villages  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Gypsies  also  made  their  appearance,  apparently  in 
the  fourteenth  century,  and  the  name  of  the  village  of  Cigand  is  cited  as 
evidence  that  the  first  settlers  there  were  of  gypsy  origin. 

Jewish  communities  existed  in  western  and  northwestern  Hungary. 
Aside  from  the  Jews  who  are  presumed  to  have  been  there  prior  to  the 
Hungarian  conquest,  most  of  them  came  from  neighboring  lands,  settling 
for  the  most  part  in  the  cities.  The  most  important  communities  were  in 
Buda,  Esztergom,  Pressburg  and  Szekesfehervar,  all  of  them  west  of  the 
Danube.  It  is  almost  certain  that  during  the  reign  of  Arpad  there  were  no 
Jews  in  Zemplen.  Nevertheless,  the  historian,  L.  Venetianer,  maintains, 
without  citing  sources,  that  there  were  Jews  in  Sarospatak  even  before 
the  Mongol  invasion.  • 

At  any  rate.  King  Andreas  II  took  part  in  the  Fifth  Crusade,  reaching 
Acre  in  1217,  after  a prolonged  voyage  in  a Venetian  vessel.  The 
Hungarian  monarch  and  his  army  engaged  in  a few  sallies  to  the  north, 
reaching  as  far  as  Marjayoun  in  Lebanon  and  thereafter  turned  toward 
Egypt.  They  were  unable  to  conquer  the  Egyptians  and  this  campaign 
was  a complete  failure.  King  Andreas  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had 
fulfilled  his  obligations,  and  despite  orders  from  the  Pope,  turned  around 
and  went  back  to  Hungary.  It  is  known  that  there  were  two  residents  of 
Zemplen  among  the  Crusaders,  one  by  the  name  of  Gyula,  of  Italian  ex- 
traction, from  the  Ratold  or  Ratot  clan.  The  Ratot  clan  were  the  masters 
of  Satoraljaujhely  following  the  Mongol  invasion.  The  second  Crusader 
was  known  as  Sebes,  but  no  biographical  details  are  available.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  Zemplen’s  only  contact  with  Palestine  during  the  Middle 
Ages  was  a fleeting  one,  and  without  any  Jewish  involvement. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  the  country  was  known  among  the  Jews  as 
the  Land  of  Hagar.  First  mention  of  the  name  was  in  a judgment  ren- 
dered by  Rabbi  Kalonymus  ben  Shabbetai  in  1050.  ^ Tashi  also  made 
mention  of  the  name  in  his  book,  Fardess,  where  he  referred  to  Rabbi 
Yitzhak  from  the  Land  of  Hagar.  Similar  mention  was  made  by  the 
Maharam,  Rabbi  Meir  ben  Baruch  of  Rothenburg.  Thereafter  the  name 
appeared  frequently  in  rabbinical  literature  and  in  the  writings  during  the 
Haskalah  period,  with  reference  to  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  as  well.  ^ 

The  Arpad  dynasty  came  to  an  end  in  1301  and  was  followed  by 
various  royal  families.  First  was  the  Anjou  line,  during  whose  reign  the 
Jews  suffered  their  first  expulsion  from  Hungary.  Next  came  Sigismund, 
emperor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  (Germany).  In  1419,  during  the  lat- 
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dependence  of  the  prefect  and  the  district  officer,  who  became  in- 
creasingly dependent  on  the  monarchy. 

A number  of  place  names  in  Zemplen,  which  in  the  recent  past  are 
associated  in  our  minds  with  memories  of  grief  and  sorrow,  came  into 
existence  during  the  days  of  the  first  monarchy.  The  most  notorious  of 
these,  beyond  any  doubt,  is  Sarospatak.  It  began  primarily  as  a royal 
town,  and  was  frequently  the  seat  of  the  monarchy.  It  also  served  as  an 
important  way  station  in  the  trade  with  Poland.  Its  fortress  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Hungary. 

The  second  city  which  attained  prominence  during  the  Middle  Ages  is 
Satoraljaujhely.  At  the  time  of  the  Hungarian  conquest  it  was  already  a 
settled  town,  though  there  are  some  differences  of  opinion  with  regard  to 
its  antiquity  and  its  original  site.  There  are  those  who  maintain  that  there 
were  two  strongholds  there,  one  on  Varhegy  (Fortress  Mount),  and  the 
other  on  Satorhegy  (Tent  Mount).  The  settlement  of  Satorhalma  (Tent 
Hill)  is  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  century.  As  noted  previously,  the  first 
rulers  of  this  city  were  members  of  the  Aba  tribe.  The  turning  point  in 
the  history  of  the  place,  as  indeed  in  the  annals  of  Hungary  as  a whole, 
came  in  1241  when  the  armies  of  the  Mongols  (Tartars)  swept  into  the 
country,  laying  waste  to  everything  in  their  path.  Whole  cities  were 
destroyed  and  wide  areas  ravaged.  This  fate  also  befell  the  town  at  the 
foot  of  Satoralja  (Tent  Mount).  The  population  hid  in  the  mountains,  and 
those  who  survived  found  little  more  than  burnt  out  embers  when  they 
returned  to  the  town.  They  rebuilt  their  city,  but  not  on  its  original  site, 
which  was  subject  to  frequent  flooding  by  the  waters  of  the  Bodrog  and 
Ronyva  Rivers.  Instead,  they  moved  to  higher  ground,  where  the  city  is 
still  located  today.  The  city  owes  its  name  to  that  change  of  location  — 
Satoraljaujhely,  that  is  to  say,  a new  site  at  the  foot  of  Tent  Mount. 
The  city  was  quickly  afforded  special  privileges  by  the  monarchy. 

Other  cities  which  date  back  to  the  Middle  Ages,  and  about  which 
there  are  written  records,  are  Kiralyhelmec,  Homonna,  Liszka, 
Nagymihaly,  Galszecs,  Taliya,  Tarcal,  Tokaj,  C^ke,  Kovesd  and  others. 
Some  of  these  made  an  early  name  for  themselves  because  of  viniculture 
and  wine  production. 

In  addition  to  the  conquering  Hungarians,  there  were  other  peoples 
who  dwelt  in  the  area  from  the  beginning,  or  arrived  during  the  course  of 
time.  Walloons  from  the  Low  Countries  settled  in  Sarospatak.  Saxons, 
from  Germany,  reached  Zemplen  as  early  as  the  days  of  the  Arpad 
dynasty  and  thereafter,  but  did  not  succeed  in  taking  over  the  country, 
despite  their  repeated  efforts.  Some  of  them  were  absorbed  into  the  local 
population  and  some  left.  After  the  departure  of  the  Mongols,  Italians 
were  settled  in  Zemplen  and  engaged  in  the  growing  of  grapes.  A num- 
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II.  Zempl^n  County,  1001-1711 


In  the  early  period  of  their  settlement,  the  Hungarians  preserved  their 
loose  tribal  setup,  and  the  crystallization  of  national  state  forms  took 
place  only  toward  the  end  of  the  tenth  century,  when  the  kingdom  was 
established  and  Christianity  penetrated  from  the  west.  The  first  royal 
dynasty  was  descended  from  Arpad,  conqueror  of  the  homeland,  and 
ruled  the  country  until  the  year  1301.  The  establishment  of  the  Christian 
monarchy  resulted  also  in  social  and  administrative  changes.  Society  took 
on  the  feudal  forms  which  were  prevalent  during  the  Middle  Ages  in 
Europe,  and  the  government  was  organized  with  a network  of  royal  for- 
tresses each  of  which,  together  with  the  surrounding  population,  was 
subordinate  to  the  royal  administration.  The  earliest  records  available 
make  reference  to  the  Zemplen  fortress,  and  later  the  county  as  a whole 
was  given  this  name.  In  the  course  of  time  this  network  of  strongholds 
collapsed  administratively,  and  the  lands  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
estate  holders,  either  as  a royal  gift,  or  as  the  result  of  aggressive 
takeovers.  The  name  of  Patak  also  appears  in  early  documents,  both  as 
the  name  of  a fortress  and  of  the  county.  The  name  is  also  frequently 
used  in  place  of  Zemplen. 

The  geographic  layout  of  the  county,  from  north  to  south,  occasionally 
led  to  use  of  the  term  Lower  Zemplen.  This  name  was  also  applied  to  the 
county  of  Szerencs,  which  bore  the  name  of  the  settlement  in  the  south- 
ern most  portion  of  the  county.  The  county  was  in  fact  created  in  the 
thirteenth  century.  To  this  day  the  Hungarian  nomenclature  preserves 
the  memory  of  the  old  setup,  as  in  vdrmegye,  fortress  county. 

The  new  administrative  system  was  an  expression  of  the  emergence 
and  organization  of  the  middle  and  lower  aristocracy  as  against  the 
noblemen,  the  owners  of  the  large  estates.  Authority  in  the  county  was 
centered  in  the  chief  prefect  (foispdn)  and  his  deputy,  the  sub-prefect 
(alispdn).  The  county  was  given  autonomy  and  was  entitled  to  represen- 
tation in  the  state  assembly.  The  noblemen,  too,  were  given  some  stan- 
ding in  the  administration  of  the  county  through  the  office  of  the  district 
magistrate  (szolgabiro),  who  was  the  district  officer.  He  was  chosen 
within  the  context  of  county  autonomy,  and  his  duties  included  both 
management  and  administration  of  justice.  In  this  way  the  administrative 
structure  of  the  local  government  was  created.  To  be  sure,  in  the  course 
of  some  hundreds  of  years,  changes  continued  to  take  place,  and  as  the 
central  power  of  the  king  grew,  there  was  a corresponding  reduction  in 
the  autonomy  of  the  county  and  with  it  a diminution  in  the  relative  in- 
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Jews  too  among  the  Slav  population. 

In  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  the  noted  Spanish  Jewish  sage, 
Hasdai  Ibn  Shaprut,  wrote  to  the  king  of  the  Khazars.  If  this  letter  did  in- 
deed ever  reach  its  destination,  it  was  transmitted  via  the  Jews  of 
Hungary.  The  Khazars  were  a Turkish  people  whose  kingdom  extended 
from  the  northern  Caucasus,  through  all  the  steppes  along  the  Caspian 
Sea  and  the  coast  of  the  Black  Sea.  At  the  height  of  its  influence  it 
reached  as  far  as  the  Dnieper  River.  Its  population  was  composed  of 
many  peoples  and  followers  of  various  religions.  During  the  middle  of 
the  eighth  century,  as  the  upshot  of  a three-cornered  disputation  conduc- 
ted before  the  king  by  a Jew,  a Christian  and  a Moslem,  a part  of  the 
population  was  converted  to  Judaism.  The  existence  of  a Jewish  kingdom 
aroused  great  interest  among  the  Jews  of  Spain,  with  the  result  that  the 
above-mentioned  letter  was  dispatched,  seeking  further  information 
about  the  state.  Yehuda  Halevi,  in  his  noted  work,  Ha  Kuzari,  utilizes 
this  tale  of  the  conversion  of  the  Khazar  king  as  the  literary  background 
for  a dissertation  on  the  principles  of  Judaism. 

Prior  to  their  invasion  of  the  Tisza  and  Danube  ^reas,  the  Hungarians 
were  for  a period  in  the  Khazar  kingdom,  and  one  of  the  local  tribes,  the 
Kabars,  joined  them.  The  participation  by  this  group  in  the  conquest  of 
the  homeland  and  its  integration  into  the  Hungarian  people,  constituted  a 
background  for  the  historiographic  tendency  among  Hungarian  Jews  to 
ascribe  their  origins  to  this  source.  In  modern  times,  the  assimilated  Jews 
of  Hungary  utilized  this  account  to  substantiate  their  claim  to  early 
residence  in  the  country  and  their  association  with  the  Hungarian  nation. 
Though  this  version  was  rejected  by  many  scholars,  and  especially  by 
anti-Semitic  spokesmen,  it  is  worth  noting  the  writings  of  the  anonymous 
Hungarian  writer  cited  earlier.  According  to  him,  Kabar  leaders  were 
allocated  most  of  the  estates  in  southern  Zemplen.  Other  parts  of  the 
county  were  not  yet  settled.  The  mountainous  and  forested  regions  in  the 
north  served  as  border  areas,  and  the  roads  were  sealed  against  possible 
surprise  attacks.  Later  documents,  from  the  period  of  the  kings  of  the 
royal  house  of  Arpad,  reveal  that  the  possessors  of  these  first  estates,  the 
largest  in  Zemplen,  were  members  of  the  tribe  of  one  Aba,  of  Kabar 
descent.  This  tribe  was  later  identified  with  King  Aba  Samuel.  The  tribe 
increased  in  numbers,  and  its  numerous  families  soon  spread  throughout 
the  country.  • 
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L The  Conquest  of  Zempl^n 


Historical  details  about  the  southern  regions  of  the  county  are  available 
from  as  far  back  as  two  thousand  years  and  more.  The  Celts,  who  were 
among  the  earliest  people  of  Europe,  lived  here,  and  were  gradually 
pushed  out  by  German  tribes.  Southern  Zemplen  was  never  a part  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  and  the  few  archeological  relics  which  have  been  found 
indicate  a commercial  relationship  at  most.  During  the  historical  flow  of 
nations  through  the  area,  it  was  at  one  time  also  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  Avars,  whom  the  Hungarians  look  upon  as  their  original  progenitors 
in  their  land.  The  Avars  were  followed  by  incursions  of  the  Slavs,  who 
eventually  conquered  the  country.  To  this  day  a considerable  number  of 
place  names  recall  the  memory  of  the  Slav  population.  The  name  of  the 
county,  for  example,  is  also  of  Slavic  origin,  meaning  ‘'earthen  castle", 
harking  back  to  the  days  when  the  primitive  fortresses  were  built  of  clay 
earth,  and  without  stone.  Construction  of  this  nature  was  common  in  the 
area  around  the  Tisza  River.  Another  version  of  the  origin  of  the  name  is 
"fertile  soil". 

The  Hungarian  conquerors  of  the  homeland,  as  the  invaders  are  ter- 
med by  their  descendants,  crossed  the  Carpathians  at  the  northeast  cor- 
ner. Since  the  county  is  rather  narrow,  the  military  leader,  Arpad  led  his 
forces  along  the  Laborec  River,  and  then  advancing  along  the  left  bank  of 
the  Bodrog,  set  up  camp  at  Zemplen  Castle  (896  C.E.).  A town  by  that 
name  still  exists  in  our  times  on  Czechoslovakian  soil.  Negotiations  took 

place  here  with  the  Bulgarian  Prince  Zalan  regarding  transfer  of 

^ 

sovereignty  to  the  Hungarians.  One  of  Arpad’s  soldiers,  Tarcal,  gained 
renown  for  his  scouting  missions  into  the  southern  parts  of  Zemplen. 

The  tales  of  the  conquest  by  the  Hungarians  are  based  more  on  legend 
than  on  historical  facts.  Practically  the  only  source  of  the  accounts  of 
heroism  associated  with  these  events  is  an  anonymous  author  who  lived 
two  hundred  years  after  the  events  which  he  described. 

Western  Hungary,  bounded  by  the  Danube,  was  conquered  by  the 
Romans  in  the  first  century  before  the  Common  Era,  and  was  named 
Pannonia.  The  other  parts  of  the  country,  except  for  the  east  (Dacia), 
were  never  ruled  by  the  Romans.  Archeological  remains  give  evidence 
that  the  Jews  came  to  Pannonia  together  with  the  Romans.  These  relics 
are  for  the  most  part  tombstones  dating  back  to  the  first  centuries  of  the 
Common  Era.  Scholars  assume  that  during  the  centuries  thereafter  Jews 
spread  to  other  parts  of  Hungary  as  well.  When  the  Hungarian 
conquerors  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  therefore,  they  found 
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was  again  cut  up  according  to  the  narrow  lines  that  had  originally  been 
set  by  the  Treaty  of  Trianon.  This  short  period  of  time  was  hardly  suf- 
ficient to  bring  about  any  true  unification  between  the  two  parts  of  the 
population  — those  who  had  remained  in  Hungary,  and  those  who  had 
been  transformed  into  citizens  of  Czechoslovakia.  This  applied  also  to  the 
Jewish  communities,  which  were  afforded  little  opportunity  once  again 
to  regard  Ujhely  as  their  natural  center. 

The  political  changes  which  took  place  in  the  district  necessarily  place 
limitations  on  the  scope  of  this  volume.  The  Jews  of  Zemplen  who  had 
been  separated  from  the  county  in  1920,  met  quite  a different  fate  from 
those  who  had  remained  under  the  Hungarian  flag.  The  Jewish  com- 
munities in  the  Czech  part  of  Zemplen,  therefore,  play  a limited  role  in 
these  pages,  and  only  up  to  the  end  of  the  First  World  War. 
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surviving  remnants  of  Zemplen  are  scattered  throughout  the  world,  with 
a vital  nucleus  to  be  found  in  their  own  homeland. 

The  spirit  of  Jehiel  Shraga,  the  legendary  personality  from  Zemplen, 
must  surely  have  hovered  over  the  mountains  and  the  forests,  the  rivers 
and  the  valleys,  providing  encouragement  and  inspiration  to  those  who 
came  many  years  after  him,  and  made  their  temporary  homes  there. 


Historically,  Zemplen  County  extended  from  the  Carpathian  Moun- 
tains to  the  Tisza  River.  It  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Poland  (Galicia), 
and  on  the  other  side  by  Ung,  Szabolcs,  Borsod,  Abaiij  and  Saros.  At  its 
longest  it  was  175.5  kilometers  in  length.  Most  of  the  area,  especially  in 
the  north,  is  mountainous.  The  broadest  plain  is  in  the  south,  between 
the  Tisza  and  Bodrog  Rivers.  The  best  known  of  the  mountains  in  the 
county  is  the  Eperjes-Tokaj,  whose  southern  portion  is  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Tokaj,  and  is  known  briefly  as  Hegyalja  (the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain). It  is  an  area  devoted  to  the  growing  of  grapes  and  the  production  of 
the  world  famous  Tokay  wine.  The  principal  river,  the  Bodrog,  is  created 
from  the  confluence  of  several  streams,  receiving  the  waters  of  the  Rony- 
va  and  the  Tolcsva.  In  turn,  the  Bodrog  flows  into  the  Tisza.  These 
two  rivers  constitute  the  boundaries  of  the  swampy  plain,  Bodrogkoz. 

With  the  end  of  the  First  World  War,  there  were  far-reaching  political 
changes  in  the  national  borders.  Under  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
Trianon,  4507  square  kilometers,  constituting  most  of  the  territory,  was 
in  1 920  transferred  to  the  sovereignty  of  a new  state,  Czechoslovakia.  Of 
the  total  population  of  about  346,000,  in  450  towns  and  villages,  some 
210,000  in  373  towns  and  villages  found  themselves  under  Czech  rule. 
Only  five  of  the  twelve  districts  (jdrds)  remained  in  Hungary,  and  two  of 
these  were  truncated.  The  area  of  the  diminished  territory  was  reduced  to 
1776  square  kilometers,  with  a population  of  only  about  136,000.  The 
capital  of  the  county,  and  indeed  its  only  city  of  any  size,  was  Sa- 
toraljaujhely.  ^ Zemplen  County,  in  the  northeast  part  of  Hungary,  ex- 
tends in  a north-south  line.  Even  after  the  Treaty  of  Trianon,  the  par- 
titioned county  remained  the  northeastern  part  of  the  diminished  land, 
and  the  capital  of  the  county  was  the  northernmost  of  Hungarian  cities. 

In  1938-39,  as  a result  of  decisions  in  Vienna  which  determined  the 
fate  of  Czechoslovakia  on  the  eve  of  its  dismemberment,  sections  of 
Hungary  were  returned  to  her,  among  them  areas  which  had  in  the  past 
been  administratively  part  of  Zemplen.  Satoraljaujhely  was  no  longer  a 
border  city.  The  enlarged  county  did  not  enjoy  its  new  status  very  long, 
however.  Six  years  later,  with  the  ending  of  the  Second  World  War,  it 
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Tisza  and  Bodrog  Rivers,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  drawn  up  by  the 
learned  Jew.  During  the  construction  Shraga  did  not  forget  his  strange 
machines.  When  the  work  was  completed,  the  river  suddenly  surrounded 
the  fortress  completely,  and  it  became  a fortified  island,  with  the  Romans 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  In  this  way  a small  but  independent 
Syracuse  community  came  into  existence,  headed  by  the  wise  Jew.  The 
Romans  were  enraged,  and  at  once  laid  siege  to  the  place,  but  all  their  ef- 
forts were  in  vain  in  the  face  of  the  stratagems  of  Shraga. 

Back  in  Rome,  with  Marcellus  away  and  fighting  at  Carthage,  Sarah 
managed  to  make  her  escape  and  made  her  way  to  Aquincum,  as  the 
Romans  called  Buda.  Utilizing  a secret  exit,  Shraga  left  the  besieged  for- 
tress, and  met  his  daughter.  It  was  a joyful  reunion,  and  the  two  returned 
to  their  island  stronghold,  which  was  still  surrounded  by  the  Romans, 
who  increased  their  pressures.  Despite  rumors  that  Marcellus  had  fallen 
in  battle,  he  too  came  back,  but  then  the  unexpected  happened.  The 
Roman  commander,  still  madly  in  love  with  Sarah,  abandoned  his  army 
and  went  over  to  the  other  side  to  help  the  besieged.  The  military 
situation  remained  critical,  however,  and  at  this  point  Shraga  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  battle.  He  made  his  followers  promise  that  he  would  be 
given  a traditional  Jewish  burial,  and  he  further  requested  that  his  per- 
sonal seal,  bearing  his  name,  be  buried  with  him.  His  final  wish  was 
fulfilled,  and  over  his  grave  Sarah  erected  a stone,  on  which  his  name 
was  graven. 

The  fortress  finally  fell  to  the  Romans,  but  Marcellus  and  Sarah  were 
able  to  make  their  escape  to  the  hills,  where  they  set  up  their  new  home. 

Thus  far,  the  legend.  The  tombstone  of  the  wise  old  Jew  no  longer 
exists,  but  in  the  Nyiregyhaza  Museum  is  an  ancient  seal  which  bears  the 
name  of  Jehiel  Shraga  ben  Menahem  Gerson!  Was  the  original  owner  of 
this  seal  the  same  Shraga  who  had  built  the  stronghold  in  Tokaj?  No  one 
can  say  for  sure,  yet  how  can  one  explain  the  fact  that  this  strange  legend 
was  popular  among  the  residents  of  Ujhely?  At  any  rate,  there  is  not  yet 
any  reliable  historical  evidence  attesting  to  the  fact  that  the  Romans  did 
reach  the  southern  county  of  Zemplen  in  the  third  century  before  the 
Common  Era,  nor  any  proof  that  Jews  were  in  this  area  some  2200  years 
ago.  Was  there  something  in  the  soil  and  in  the  air  of  the  Zemplen  and 
Ujhely  region  which  gave  strength  and  character  to  these  legendary 
figures,  far  from  their  original  homes,  and  strengthened  their  deter- 
mination not  to  abandon  the  traditions  of  their  fathers? 

The  modern  history  of  Jews  in  Zemplen  extends  over  a period  of  close 
to  300  years,  from  the  seventeenth  century  until  the  middle  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  when  they  met  their  dreadful  fate.  Today,  forty  years  after 
the  defeat  of  the  modern  Amalek,  who  sought  to  annihilate  the  Jews,  the 
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PROLOGUE 


There  is  a legend  which  used  to  be  told  in  Ujhely  about  a hundred 
years  ago.  The  tale  goes  back  to  a very  early  period,  the  third  century 
before  the  Common  Era,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  best  not  to  submit  it  to 
any  close  historical  scrutiny. 

It  is  about  a prominent  Roman  military  leader,  Marcellus  Marcus 
Claudius,  known  in  history  as  the  Sword  of  Rome.  He  conquered  the 
famous  Sicilian  city  of  Syracuse,  during  which  a soldier  of  his  killed  one 
of  the  great  scientists  of  ancient  times,  Archimedes  (212  B.C.E.).  Many  of 
the  inhabitants  were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  others  were  exiled  far 
from  home  and  settled  as  forced  laborers  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
villages  of  Tokaj-Tarcal.  Among  these  exiles  was  a Jewish  doctor  named 
Shraga.  He  was  not  only  a skilled  physician,  but  adept  as  well  in  all  sorts 
of  complicated  mechanisms,  which  he  had  learned  from  Archimedes  in 
Syracuse.  The  Sicilian  exiles  were  deeply  grateful  to  Shraga  since  because 
of  him  they  had  been  saved  from  certain  death,  but  their  lives  of  hard 
labor,  under  the  Roman  yoke,  were  bitter  indeed. 

The  Jewish  sage  promised  their  taskmasters  that  he  would  build  a 
mighty  fortress  for  them,  and  teach  them  to  install  military  machines, 
which  Archimedes  had  designed.  But  Marcellus  had  another  reason  for 
saving  Shraga’s  life,  quite  aside  from  the  latteLs  wisdom.  This  was  the 
Jew’s  beautiful  daughter,  Sarah,  with  whom  Marcellus  had  fallen  madly 
in  love.  She  spurned  all  his  advances,  and  refused  to  become  his  wife.  Of 
course  he  could  have  seized  her  by  force,  but  he  wished  to  earn  her  love 
of  her  own  free  will.  He  had  noted  that  Sarah  was  not  entirely  indifferent 
to  him,  but  out  of  obedient  respect  for  her  father  she  could  not  give  free 
reign  to  her  emotions.  This  situation  continued  for  a considerable  period 
of  time,  as  Marcellus  awaited  a change  in  her  attitude. 

Then  word  came  from  Rome  that  because  of  the  war  with  Carthage, 
the  best  military  personnel  were  needed,  and  he  was  summoned  back. 
Unable  to  break  the  resistance  of  either  father  or  daughter,  Marcellus 
finally  decided  to  use  the  power  at  his  command  to  take  Sarah  with  him 
as  a captive,  and  at  the  same  time  humiliate  her  as  his  mistress.  When  the 
time  came  for  departure,  Shraga  exacted  a pledge  from  his  daughter 
she  would  not  become  the  concubine  of  Marcellus,  and  would  choose 
death  rather  than  his  bed. 

After  Marcellus^  departure,  the  Romans  made  the  labor  even  more  dif- 
ficult, and  the  mighty  fortress  began  to  take  shape  at  the  junction  of  the 
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preparation  of  this  book,  chief  among  them,  the  National  Sz^henyi 
Library  in  Budapest,  and  especially  the  department  head  Mrs.  T.  Feren- 
czy,  who  placed  at  my  disposal  and  sent  me  all  the  publications  which  I 
requested.  In  effect,  they  made  possible  the  assembly  of  most  of  the 
required  material.  It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  voice  my  appreciation  to  Mr. 
Carl  Alpert,  who  translated  this  work  into  English.  He  entered  into  the 
spirit  of  the  undertaking,  and  his  comments  and  suggestions  were  ex- 
tremely helpful.  My  deep  and  sincere  thanks  go  to  Mr.  Alex  Bondy,  who 
edited  and  rewrote  the  section  of  personal  reminiscences,  in  the 
Hungarian  version.  In  similar  manner  I offer  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Simcha 
Binot,  who  typed  the  original  manuscript  in  Hebrew,  his  stylizing  and 
comments  were  most  helpful.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Elek  Karsai 
who  contributed  Chapter  Ten,  in  which  he  delineates  the  butchers  in  all 
their  administrative  efficiency.  Dr.  Karsai  is  a lecturer  at  the  University 
of  Budapest,  and  a noted  authority  on  the  Holocaust  period.  He  has 
published  a large  number  of  priceless  volumes  of  documentation.  If  the 
subject  of  the  destruction  of  Hungarian  Jewry  has  not  been  forgotten,  it  is 
due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  efforts,  both  oral  and  written. 

Finally,  I am  grateful  to  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  Fighters’  House  for  per- 
mission to  use  its  library  and  to  consult  the  documentation  there. 

In  deep  sorrow  I pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  teacher  and  mentor. 
Prof  Alexander  Scheiber,  with  whom  I corresponded  almost  until  his 
passing.  He  encouraged  me  in  my  work,  and  helped  me  clarify  problems 
which  arose.  May  his  memory  be  blessed. 

Meir  Sas 

Acre,  Israel,  October,  1985 


Note:  The  original  text  of  this  volume  was  written  in  Hebrew.  The 
English  version  was  in  part  translated,  and  in  part  adapted  from  the 
Hebrew  text  to  make  it  understandable  to  the  reader  of  English.  For  this 
reason,  the  numbering  of  the  footnotes  is  not  sequential.  The  English  ver- 
sion does  not  include  certain  passages  which  are  steeped  in  tradition,  and 
which  an  ‘‘outsider”  would  find  difficult  to  understand. 
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FOREWORD 


More  than  two  score  years  have  elapsed  since  the  great  tragedy  in 
Hungary,  but  time  has  not  lessened  the  pain  or  eased  the  grief  on  the  loss 
of  our  loved  ones  and  the  destruction  of  our  communities.  The  surviving 
remnants,  who  constitute  living  witness  to  the  Holocaust,  regard  it  as 
their  solemn  duty  to  set  up  a memorial  to  this  now  vanished  body  of 
Jews,  and  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  Jews  of  Ujhely  and  Zemplen  County  so 
that  future  generations  may  know. 

This  volume  is  the  result  of  initiative  taken  by  a group  of  native  sons  of 
Ujhely  and  the  county  who  now  reside  in  Toronto.  Their  devotion  and 
unsparing  efforts  made  possible  the  completion  of  the  task,  offered  as  a 
faithful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  victims. 

The  terrible  calamity  was  not  a sudden  and  chance  occurrence.  The 
entire  history  of  Hungarian  Jewry,  including  that  of  the  community  in 
Zemplen,  provides  clear  evidence  of  the  steady  process  which  eventually 
led  to  annihilation.  Equal  citizenship  rights  which  the  Jews  of  Hungary 
had  obtained  were  of  no  avail  to  them  in  their  hour  of  need.  The 
Hungarian  people  in  general,  and  the  residents  of  Zemplen  in  particular, 
set  aside  all  human  sentiments  and  many  not  only  permitted  but  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  violent  destruction  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  innocent 
citizens.  They  bear  a perpetual  mark  of  shame  for  their  unforgivable 
crime.  For  us,  it  has  been  a terrible  lesson  of  history. 

A study  of  the  history  of  the  Jews  of  Zemplen  reveals  the  uniqueness 
of  these  communities:  their  persistent  dedication  to  their  heritage,  over 
and  above  any  human  pettiness  or  internal  divisiveness,  and  a concern 
for  the  continuity  of  tradition,  irrespective  of  any  differences  between  one 
faction  or  another.  This  distinctiveness  can  be  understood  only  against 
the  historical  background  of  the  Zemplen  communities. 

Circumstances  did  not  enable  me  to  carry  out  my  research  in  the 
primary  archives,  and  I have  therefore  drawn  largely  on  material  which 
has  already  appeared  in  various  periodicals.  When  it  came  to  the  period 
immediately  preceding  the  deportations,  and  the  deportations  themselves, 
I have  permitted  the  few  survivors  to  speak  for  themselves.  They  are  the 
ones  best  equipped  to  draw  upon  their  memories  and  give  expression  to 
the  emotions  they  experienced  at  the  time.  The  sharp  scalpel  of  historical 
analysis  cannot  be  wielded  by  anyone  in  this  generation;  the  task  must 
be  left  to  coming  generations,  who  will  be  unfettered  by  the  element  of 
personal  involvement. 

At  the  outset  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  who  helped  me  in  the 
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ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 


The  author  and  editor  of  this  book,  Dr.  Meir  Sas,  is  not  a native  of 
Ujhely,  but  lived  there  since  he  was  five  years  old.  His  roots  were  in 
Zemplen  on  both  his  mother's  and  father's  side.  He  was  educated  in 
Ujhely,  graduated  from  the  Kestenbaum  School,  and  completed  the  four 
basic  years  of  the  high  school.  He  continued  his  studies  at  the  Rabbinical 
Seminary  in  Budapest,  but  retained  his  ties  with  Ujhely  through  his 
parents'  home  there.  His  final  years  of  study  at  university  and  at  the  Rab- 
binical Seminary  were  interrupted  by  the  war.  As  a member  of  a halutz 
youth  movement  from  an  early  age,  it  was  only  natural  that  he  spent  the 
period  of  the  German  occupation  and  the  weeks  of  the  siege  of  Budapest 
engaged  in  dangerous  life-saving  tasks.  He  was  stationed  in  the  rescue 
headquarters  on  Vadasz  Street  until  the  liberation.  Very  soon  thereafter 

he  learned  that  every  member^f  his  family  had  been  annihilated.  None 
of  those  who  had  been  deported  returned  to  his  parents'  home  in  Ujhely. 

The  need  to  make  a fresh  start  sent  the  young  man  back  to  his  studies 
at  the  university.  He  earned  a Ph.D.,  and  after  further  study  was  qualified 
to  teach  classical  languages  (Latin  and  Greek)  and  history. 

With  his  aliyah  (immigration)  to  Israel  in  1 950,  however,  he  realized  a 

lifelong  dream  and  settled  in  historic  Acco  with  his  small  family,  thus 
beginning  a new  life. 

Since  1 952  he  has  been  a teacher  of  history  at  the  Israel  Naval  College, 
where  he  also  served  as  Dean  of  Studies.  He  continued  his  scholarly 
work,  as  is  attested  by  his  books  and  articles,  especially  in  the  field  of 
maritime  history,  but  he  did  not  neglect  classical  literature.  His  trans- 
lations from  Latin  and  Greek  have  appeared  in  book  form,  as  well  as  in 

articles  in  various  periodicals. 

No  one  is  more  qualified  than  Dr.  Meir  Sas  to  write  the  history  of  the 
Jews  of  Ujhely  and  the  county  as  a whole,  and  to  describe  the  impact  of 
the  Holocaust  on  this  community,  not  only  because  of  his  personal 
relationship  with  Zemplen,  but  also  because  of  his  scholarly 
qualifications.  This  book  is  the  product  of  painstaking  research  into  the 
entire  historic  span  of  the  community,  from  its  earliest  beginnings  until 
its  destruction,  and  reflects  the  spirit  of  the  author  as  a man  of  Zemplen, 
as  a scholar  and  as  a Jew. 

The  volume  fills  a long-felt  need  in  Jewish-Hungarian  historiography 
and  is  of  precious  value  to  all  who  came  from  Zemplen  and  to  their 
descendants.  Surely  it  is  a fitting  and  monumental  memorial  to  our  past. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  deepest  appreciation  to  Dr.  Meir  Sas, 
whose  insight,  guidance  and  contribution  made  this  book  possible. 

The  Book  Committee 
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sophisticated  manner  using  all  of  the  technological  resources  at  their 
disposal.  We  are  still  confounded  by  the  systematic  and  planned  process 
of  seeking  out  all  Jewish  men,  women  and  children  throughout  Europe, 
herding  them  into  cattle  cars,  transporting  them  to  specially  constructed 
death  camps  and  then  murdering  these  Jews  day  in  and  day  out  for  five 
years  as  fast  as  these  factories  of  destruction  could  manage. 

To  us,  the  number  six  million  is  much  more  than  a cold  statistic.  Each 
one  of  those  souls  who  perished  was  an  individual  who  had  laughed  and 
who  had  cried.  They  each  had  a home,  a family  and  a life  story.  Each 
had  shown  compassion  and  had  given  love  and  happiness  to  others.  Each 
of  these  martyrs  had  wisdom  gained  from  learning  and  experience  and 
(hey  had  dreams  for  the  future  — a future  that  was  not  to  be.  We  also 
know  of  the  pain  with  which  broken  and  shattered  bodies  returned  from 
the  death  camps,  labour  camps,  forests  and  deserts  to  begin  the  awesome 
task  of  resuming  what  was  left  of  their  lives.  We  can  never  forget  each 
one  of  those  murdered  individual  souls  nor  the  lessons  to  be  learned  from 
the  blackest  of  days  known  to  man.  The  legacy  which  all  Jews  share 
today  is  the  same  “legacy  of  Judaism”  which  has  been  transmitted  for 
centuries  from  one  generation  to  the  other.  It  is  from  the  legacy  of 
Judaism  that  we  have  gained  our  strength  and  resolve  to  continue  in  the 
face  of  adversity.  Our  history,  as  tragic  as  it  often  was,  forms  the  intricate 
threads  woven  into  the  fibre  and  essence  of  all  Jews  and  our  collective 
memory  remains  engraved  upon  our  consciousness. 

This  memorial  book  of  the  Jewish  community  of  Satoraljaujhely  and 
Vicinity  will  serve  for  generations  to  come  as  a testimony  honouring  the 
memory  of  all  the  grandparents,  parents,  brothers,  sisters  and  children 
who  perished  merely  because  they  were  Jews.  This  memorial  book 
recalls  the  history  of  a warm,  thriving  and  vibrant  Hungarian  Jewish 
community  which  was  physically  destroyed,  but  which  lives  on  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  all  those  who  survived  and  their  heirs.  It  is  a moral 
imperative  for  all  of  us  to  learn  from  the  past  — for  if  we  forget  our  past, 
our  children  will,  surely,  have  no  future. 

Les  Scheininger 


Mr.  Scheininger,  Chairman  of  the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress,  Ontario 
Region 


10 


INTRODUCTION 


In  mid  August,  1972,  27  years  after  the  Holocaust,  four  young 
Canadian  Jews  travelled  through  the  streets  of  Satoraljaiijhely  and  the 
surrounding  area.  One  of  those  young  Canadian  Jews  was  my  wife, 
Judy,  (nee  Weiss)  and  another  was  our  friend,  Barbara  Bresver.  My  wife 
was  in  search  of  her  roots  in  Slovenske  Novo  Mesto,  her  birth  place  25 
years  before,  and  our  friend,  Barbara,  came  to  see  where  her  mother, 
Magda  Rosen,  was  born  on  Arpad  Utza  over  40  years  before.  By  coin- 
cidence, as  a result  of  the  friendship  of  their  husbands,  these  two  young 
women  discovered,  with  wonder,  that  their  grandparents  could  have 
shared  a way  of  life  thousands  of  miles  away  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  during  a time  which  seemed  so  distant.  My  friend,  David  Bresver, 
and  I shared  the  eerie  and  strange  emotions  of  our  wives  as  we  slowly 
walked  through  the  hot  and  dusty  streets  of  Satoraljaiijhely  and  Sloven- 
ske Novo  Mesto  on  that  eventful  day.  Few  words  were  spoken  amongst 
us  and  a dark  cloud  of  sorrow  followed  us  throughout  that  bright  sunny 
day.  To  believe  that  these  same  houses  once  sheltered  warm,  vibrant  and 
committed  Jewish  families  cpnfounded  the  mind.  It  was  beyond  com- 
prehension that  those  silent,  nearly  deserted  streets  once  were  filled  with 
the  sounds  of  Jewish  children  laughing  and  playing.  For  the  first  time  in 
our  young  lives,  the  four  of  us  faced  the  stark  reality  of  what  had  befallen 
all  of  our  people  as  a result  of  the  monstrous,  systematic  annihilation  of 
six  million  of  our  brethren. 

Elie  Wiesel  has  written  to  the  generation  of  Jews  born  after  the 
holocaust  as  follows: 

“Yours  is  a privileged  generation;  you  remember  things  that  you  have 
not  lived;  but  you  remember  them  so  well,  so  profoundly,  that  every  one 
of  your  stories,  every  one  of  your  silences  comes  to  bear  on  our  own.” 
The  depth  of  the  memories  and  the  silences  of  that  day  will  remain  and 
haunt  us  for  our  lives. 

Language  is  completely  inadequate  to  describe  the  horrors  of  the 
Holocaust  and  all  of  the  images,  pictures,  records,  statistics,  books  and  ar- 
ticles about  the  Holocaust  to  date  have  not  yet  enabled  any  of  us  to  fully 
comprehend  and  understand  the  vast,  enormous  nature  of  the  calamity.  It 
is  still  unimaginable  to  many  that  an  entire  peoples’  right  to  exist  could 
be  removed  by  an  official  decree  in  what  was  thought  to  be  a modern, 
advanced  world  and  the  human  mind  cannot  yet  absorb  the  nature  of 
the  crimes  committed  by  humans  who  acted  in  a calculated  and 
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This  book  speaks  about  Jews  who  could  have  been  saved.  When 
Adolph  Eichmann  and  his  SS  men,  helped  by  Hungarian  accomplices, 
began  rounding  them  up  for  deportation,  in  May  1944,  Normandy  was 
three  weeks  away.  The  free  world  already  knew  about  Auschwitz. 
Hungarian  Jews  did  not.  Why  didn't  they?  Why  weren't  they  warned? 
‘You  will  be  confronted  by  these  painful,  agonizing  questions  and  others 
as  you  read  this  remarkable  book. 

You  will  also  find  in  it  important  elements  of  information  about  the 
rich  and  vibrant  history  of  Jewish  communities,  that  succeeded,  in  spite 
of  their  hostile  surroundings,  in  building  and  rebuilding  Jewish  life, 
Jewish  culture,  and  Jewish  institutions. 

Like  all  "Yizkor  Books",  this  volume  will  become  indispensable  to 
anyone  wishing  to  learn  more  and  understand  better  both  the  vitality  and 
the  tragedy  of  Eastern  European  Jewry. 

Elie  Wiesel 
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